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A FECULIAE MILITARY SITUATION.

I ia general knowledge or belief, de-
rived from reports from the seat of war
in Manchuria, that the strength of the
Hussian and of the Japanese srmies,
ot the beginming of the series of recent
battles, was nearly equal, The strength
of sach or elther army was supposed
to be from 300,000 to 400,000 men. Forces
in the agETegits numerically greater

operated aguinst ench other during the |

Franco-German War, but the prepon-
derance of numbers on the side of the
Germans wis vVery greal., Hence Se-
daun.

But it s underalood that the Russian
and Japuness forces, facing each other
on the Hun River, were nearly equal
Yet the Japancss have pushed forward
thelr wings on either side of the Rus-
slan positions, and have sitscked and
driven in the Russian center. The
fighting in the center has been terrible;
on the wings or flanks hitherto of no
greal consequence. But the Japanesé
bave forced the Russian center, and
their flanking columns are said to be
in position to cut off the Russian re-
treat. That is, the Russian army has
been enveloped, considernble part of it
hus been cut off, and it ls questionable
whether any considerabls portion of it
will be able to effect its escADe.

This Is all very singulsr and start-
Mog. It indicates that ihe Russian
army has little mobility, or power of
action, beyond that of dogged redist-
ances 1o sirategy Rassian generalship
has alway® been weak and deficlent—
conforming in this respect 10 the na-
ture of the Runisan soldlery, which has
enormoug power of resistance bhut no
quickness or (initistive A QRussian
army has always represented the sim-
ple obstinacy of foroe and fortitude:
never the quick insplration of strategic
ection.

Hence it is that the Russian rmy In
Manchuria allows s center W be
driven in and rolled back,
makes no sffort

and necessarily altenusted
sesallant. The commander knows noth-
ing of the art of concentratiom of a

superior force on & vitel point, to over- |

whelm his adversary, and of the guick
and sustained movement necessary for
tt. He takes no advantage of the op-
portunity offered for sudden movement
in force on interiar linecs, against the
positions of his ensmy. Hence, with
forces on either side, amounting teo
MR8 to 400,000 men, the Japancse are
able to “surround” the Russiany That
Is. one Japanese soldier has surrounded
one Russinn soldler on three sides of
him, and now is hopefully striving to
surround him on the fourth And this
though the Russian army occaples In-
terior lines, and might be launched as
& thunderbolt uwpon any part of the
long mnd thin line of its adversary.
The generalabip of the Russian army is
sulted to the immobility of the Ruaslan
soldier, who can fght bravely and die
devotedly, yel who has not the guick-
ness to meetl an enthusiastic, snterpris-
Ing and resourceful enemy. So the
General of the Hussian army of 400,000
men allows his army to be “surround-
4" by a foroe no mMore numerous than
his ewn. The French were surrounded
&L Sedan, but by enemies outnumber-
ing them three to one.

TWO STRIKES.

The New York subway sirike has
failed, and the men are advised by
their leaders to apply for their old po-
sitions. Some will get them, others will
not, for it is the purpose of the Inter-
borough Company
men who have been loyal wand
to retmin in their service others who
have taken the niaces of the men who
i=f. 1L i interesting to nmote In the
news dispaiches this paragrapb:

Mr. Jencka s wirike isader) bebd the press
respemadilis for the reamll. oomtending that the
papars bad a bostile The
wfriere Wilietiy dencuance Uneir lvademm sy -
ing the men sery Secelved by them,

while it |
to find & vulnerable |
point for counter atiack on the long |
iine of its |

to protect the oid |

effort to dQscommode the traveling
publie; hence the bitter complaint of
the unsuccessful strike leader. If the

‘What they did was doubtless just what
The Oregonian has done in Portland in
setting forth the sitgation at the Lewis
and Clark Falr grounds, A sirike was
declared. It has not besn successfol
On the contrary, it appesrs now that it
is soon to coliapse. The work on the
Government buliding, the matn poinl of
sttack s progressing satistactorily,
and gpractically a full complement of
workmen Is employed Indeed, there
has bean no real delay, except for ohe
or two days The fucts have been
printed conspicuously and without bias
In The Oregonian. It bas besides,
prioted what the strikers had to say.
Yet The Oregonian is made the target
of a most vicious assault by the Port-
land Labor Press and 15 accussd of
continuous and persisient misrepresen-
tation. Truth ls that the strikers have
been deosived by their leaders, or by
some of them, mnd they are lemrning
now that what these leaders have said,
and what the Labor Press says for
them, is not true. The strike-leaders
and agitators, being about to fall must
lay the blame somewbere, and they
biame The Oregonian. The workmen,
lkely encugh, will blame thels leaders,
as they ghould, -

MUNICIPAL HOUSBCLEANING.

The vigor with which the Civic Im-
provement League o pushing the ordi-
nance that forblde the dbstruction of
streets and aldewslks s commendable,
The mme may de sald of the impartial.
ity shown In notifying offenders Lhat
long-tlerated asbuses In this direction
must stop. Of course the wholesals
district s not subject to the rigid lo-
terpretation of the ordimance that may
be justly spplled to the retail and resi.
dence portion of the ¢ity. But even on
Froot and First streets much {mprove-
|men! may be made in the matier of

keeping sidewanlks and stresis unob-
structed, without hampering business

transactions. Whiie builders will be
confined to the privilege of the street
as defined by ordinance, it s the par-
| pose of thowe wWho are ieading the
“clean-up movement™ to restrict them
1o the limit prescribed and to {nsist (hat

the litter incident to Dbuliding be
prompily removed.
| ©Our people have becotng =0 acous-

tomed 10 the slipabod, go-as-you-please
manner In which sidewalks and strests
are used and abused for business pur-
| poses that many of them have come to
view as an abstract right the privilege
of storing surplus wares on the one
| and using the other as consirootion
yvards. To disabuse them of this idea Is
| & part of the work of the league, and It
may be added that ! is not the least
difficult part
There & Hkely o be overofficiousness
an the part of persons charged with
this duty. Not every officlal, perhaps,
will be able o discriminate properly
between o public nuisance and & neces-
ity of business. Zeal |8 as apt (o make
mistakess In one direction as indiffer-
| ence Is in another. Great care should
be, and doubtiess will be, exercised In
order that the legitimate rights of busl-
oess be nol invaded. Bul for the mer-
chant who plies kis wares, placarded
with prices, on the sidewalk in front of
his storercomns,; the gresa groosr who
ornaments the eidewalk in front of his
place of business with bags of potatoes
and turnips, cretes of cabbages and
cauliiower, opan kits of mnackersl
plckere]l, salmon and pigs’ fest, and
gurnishen the whole with overripe
fruits In their season; the butcher who
pushes his display stand of choice
meats out over the sldewnlk; the sec-
ond-hand man who makes the sidowalk
& place for the dispiay of bis motley

many others will be given fair warn-

| ing, not once, but twioe, that they must
| do business on their owp premises, not
oo the etrests. Falllng to bheed these
repeated wamings, they will be haled
before the Police Court to show cause
why they shouid mot be fined for
| fugrant disregard of a wholepome city
| ordinance, This Is & move in the right
directiom. It = in the interest of clean-
HOness, good bealth and the good name
of Portland. Loyal cltisens will look
upon it with favor, and assist It to the
extent of their abllity, beginning, when
necessary, upon thelr own premises
and extending their individual efforts
to such vacant spaces about the city as
they own, that are now and long have
been used as dumping grounds for un-
sightly refuse

CLOTHES AND THE MAX,

Coliege presidents have a power of
calling up & tempest of discussion with
the wand of an apparently innpoosnt re-
| marik. The ates! instance is afforded
by President Harrfh, of Amberst, “the
| little Yankee college™ President Har-
| ris lssued an appeal to former students

for cagt-off evenlng clothes to be given
| poor young men working their way

through college. These students, he
sald, were debarred by their lack of
evening dress from jolning in many of
the social events of the colisge. Quite
naturally an appeal of this character

bas brought forth much comment, a

Uttle favorable and & great deal ex-

ceedingly unfavorable! The “dress sult™
| is also the central figure in & discussion

carried on In the New York papers as
| to whether or not A young man sarning
$15 a week should expend $38 upon gind

TRES, (o use & term as slegant as “dress
| sult,” and conslderably more express-

tve. Both gquestions appear to hinge
wpon the same polnta,

If the poor student could bring him-
self 10 accept & dress sull presented by
some alumnus of larger wardrobe, he
would surely have an uncomfortabie
| “second-hand” feeling In his new togs.
The bomespun trousers that passsd
from father to eldest son and down the
line to the youngest, shrinking &s they
wenit, were not received with |he same
joy by the second and sabseguent wear-
| ers as would have been a new and par-
| tieular store product. The second-hand

dress sult would bs better adapled for

use by a waiter, who ls not worrying so
imuhmrhhmuuhlm-
| demt going to a dance, and it may be
| that President Harris bad in mind some
students who sre working thelr way
through college by walting. It is more
than likely that the student who was
debarred from attending an entertain-
meat by lack of a dress suit of his own
would scorn to gain sdmissian in bor-
rowed plumes. The jackdaw who pea-
cocked it for a time 43 mot find bis

t worth repeating.
If a man cannetl afford evening

The New York press repr 5 a
grent variely of sestiinent, political, so-
cial and commercial, but it seems not
to have supporind the sirikers in thelr

hin Ble course appears
to be joining In & soclely whers such
clothes are unnecessary. “The rank is
but the guines-stamp,” and & dress sult

| of tuste and discretion, and sspecially

siock In trade—all of these and perhapd | and in familiar phrase “boys are boys™

morning coats,
frock coats, and so forth, snd to keap
up the polishing process he should sieep
in silk pyjsmas. If he camnot buy these
clothes for himsalf, the Amberst Alumat
should be called upon to do their best.

President Harris should panse.
Clothes may make the man, but secon-
band clothes make the dub,

- “EID FRATS.”

Under (he above head, the New York
Tribune, after apologizing for the
phrase, but pleading In extenuation the
fact that no other fitly describes the
mubject treated, Jolns the protest
agalnst “"Greek-lotier societiss™ In con-
Junction with our publie schools, It
any one objects to the phrase—all peo-
ple of taste and discretion will—all the
writer has to say i that "It is Do
worse than the things 1t stands for, to
which things it is to be hoped all people

of infiuence. wili also strenuvously and
effectively object™

Az stated by the Tribune, the things
in question are not coliege fraternities,
nor yet college “frala”—two very dif-
ferent things, by the way—as different
as are gentlemen and “gents™ or
sportsmen and “sports.” While con-
cerning the merits of college frateral-
ties there Is a diversity of oplnion the
preponderance of which scems to be
favorable to them, there oan scarcely
be two opinlons among thoughtful, ob-
servant people in regard to the "“frat"
of the high school, the grammar school,
perchance of the kindergarten. Any
school day now the Tribune sees little
boys Io roundabouts trotting along to
schoal with detachments of the Greek
slphabet embroldered on their csps, or
engraved In pretty Mlitie gilt badges
upon their jacketa By thess tokans It
Is made known that the “kids,™ as they
call each other, are members of some
“kid frat"” which has its mystic motto,
its finger-tangling grip, ita password
and ecountersign, snd all the secret
solemnities of the Vehmgerichte. That
is the sort of thing ngainst which wise
and thoughtful principals and teachers
of schools are protesting o various oft-
ies as 3 serious evil

It should not take & !abored argu-
ment to shbow the absurdity of boys
who have not yet learned the Greek
alphabet | forming themselves Into
Greek-letter societies. B8till jesa should
it require argument (0 show that the
s=cret, pathbound fraternity is smphat-
fcally something for older years and
maturer minds than are found in our
public schoola. If little boys enter
into such & compact, the resuit Is more
than iikely to be mischievous, since of
necensity it lacks the jJudgment that
should wait upon the selection of last-
ing friendships of the seriously
“pledged" order.

‘The matter has assumed grave pro-
portions In several Eastern citles, In
our own city It is coming on apace,
though Principal Davis, of the High
School, has placed himself on record as
having seen nothing objectionable In
the movemsnt, the workings of which,
in hin school were so succinctly set
forth by a High School student In
thesse oolumns & few weeks ago. In
Beattie, It will be remembersd, the
school suthorities were compelled to
deal strenucusly with the matter o
Year ago, or capitulate to the “frats ™

Children are children the world over,

wherever found, It s jdle, therefore,
to suppose that the Portiand echools
will escape the Injury that has over-
taken the echools of New York, Chicago
and other cities through the medium
of “kid frats™ Henoe It is most inwise
to aliow these things to become a bar-
nacle ppon our public school system.
“When," says the Tribune, “a youth s
trusted to go away from home, live In-
dspendent of his parents' or lewchers'
control and mansge his own affalrs,
he ls presumably competent to select
lasting friendships and to fo)fll the
obligutions of fraternity. Until be
reaches that estate he should be con-
tent with the conditions that are ap-

p-rwapn to childhood.”
This sentiment commends itself to

experience and prudence, and parents
and teachers cannot get wery far away
from it in practice without wnding |
troubie.

THE WASHINGTON LEGISLATURE.

To a greater extent than ever it will
require the test of time to permit any-
thing like an accurate estimate of the
work done by the Washington Legis-
lature, which closed the pession at
Olympla last Thursday. In the cres-
tion of much pew patronage, the ses-
sion from & political standpoint was
undoubledly a success. A Railroad
Commission wilth practically unlimited
power and 380,000 to spemd in the next
two years, a Tax Commission providing
three fat jobs, and & State Printer are

these columna, and the full effect of its
pernicious nature camnot be apprecl-
ated untll the machine which will grow
around it is in full working order, No
legisiation enacted by a rabid Populist
Legislature ever approached It as &
trouble-maker, and if it should prove to
be constitutional. a wall for lts repeal
will, sooner or later, go up from all
over the state

The Tax Commission bill bears maore

sion Bill i= & strong polnt in its favor
There was the vsual number of “cinch"
blils and the usual atiempts io legal-

Governor Mead was placed made It a
certainily that the bill would never be-
come & law,

But thers was one act of the Wash-
ngion !‘llﬂ-l!m which shines out
clear and bright above all others, and
that was the election of & United Stales
Senator without the ald of money, and,
mosl paculiar as it may seem, it was &

czndidaie for the BSenate
that causad the strange climax to the

Senatorial fight. The rebuke to the
bribe-seekers was startling, and Its ef-
fect will not soon wear off. It has cer-
tainly placed Benutorial slections In
Washington on 2 higher plane, and haz
brought into power in the Evergreen
State a pew faction which may change
the politioal map of the state. The

was fully alive to the im-
portance of the Lewls and Clark Fair,”
and, fortunately for the state, the Chief
Executive, uniike his predecessor, was
in accord with the Legislature, and
despite the short time remalning, the
appropriation is sufficient for a guood
exhibit to be made.

There waa little savoring of economy
in the Lagisiature, but the absence of a
swarm of female relatives and friends
drawing several dollars per day from
the state treasury gave It a decidedly
FAVIRE appearance in contrast with the
aims-distributing Oregon Legisiature
With the exception of the Railroad
Commission bill, the work of the Legla-
jature on the whole will not suffer by
comparison with that of its predeces-
sors, and even the commisgion bill may
prove to be worth all It cewts in the
way of experience. 1t will at least sup-
ply a lving for a few politicians who
always have 1o be taken care of.

FEEFPARED YICTORY.

When the woffd rings with results
it is time to study methods, but not
leas causes. A nation has risen in arma
before, but by Do means with cer-
tainty of success, agalnst powerful foes
and Qisciplined mrmigs. A year of war
waged by Japan has proved far more
than the valor of her soldiers and the
patriotism of her people. Her succes-
slon of victories has come as the nat-
ural issue and consequence of years
long of preparation. This again Is not
nll. Casting aside the broken fetters of
babit, Japan mnot only has adopted
Western methods, bui, having tested
o her satisfaction the arms ehe was to
take she has developed the use of them
with the highest intelligence. No blind
follower, but a reasoner, she has fore-
seen victory, organized for It, and bas
shown herself willing to pay the price,

It Is an old tale that whan Jupan

fler 1888 commencegd her new life the
first thought was the need of national
power In war. For models of ships she
went to America and to England. Seo
she lald the foundation of her navy.
For the plan of her national army shs
went 1o Germany and became & most
apt pupll. Scidiers everywhere have
studied the events of the past year as
object-lessons on the grandest scale
formed on the German plan for waging
sucoemsful war.

A short account, from reaponsible
mources, should be of general interest.
Granted that the nation is & unit in the
effort (0 bring its army to perfection,
of what avail would be the training,
the devotion, the valor of the troops, if
the leaders are insuffefently prepared?
The officering of the army through all
its ranks must be efMfclent, so that
unity of design, co-ordination of means
to end, shail inapire every movement
af the great machine. What, then, s
tha German model on which Japan has
worked? The currieulum of the War
Academy, the tralning home of officers
of the General Staff was arranged by
General von Moltke in 1588 and revised
tn 1598, but the principles he laid down
are unchanged. Eotrance {8 reserved
for lleutenants. They must have mas-
tered practically company drill and
service and be certified to possess bigh
military character, to be At n brief,
trom both personal and military char-
acteristics for the higher grades, Out
of about M candkiates offering them-
selves each year, from 120 to 140 are
chosen., Examinations are writien, and
include military history, geography,
mathematics and one language beslde
thelr own. The course ls of three years
Each year ends with a written exam-
ination, answers to the questions de-
pending more on sense and judgment
than on memory. At the end.of the
three years' course, after a fina] ex-
amination, at which the detalls of the
General Staff of the army are special
subjects, the young officers returmn to
their regiments with their certificstes;
and thelr examination papers are sub-
mitted to the chief of the General Staff.
Thia officer selects the cholce officers,
who are then designated to the General
Staff

This next stage lasts aiso for tiftee
years. At the end of each year, affer
close scrutiny of their work, s certain
number are dropped, and return to dJuty
In the regimenta. The beat of these are
taken for Adjutants. The residue, at-
tached permanently to the General
Btaff, are the very pick of the brains,
character, physical and mental ablility
of the nation. In this system there i»
no room for faveritiem or Influence.
SHolid merit tells for advancement.
The number of higher officers on the
General Staff at any time will probably
not exceed 300, They are known &8
comrades to each other, and the highest
spirit of loyalty and enthusissm per-
vades the Whole body. The chisf of the
Genera] Staff becomes naturally, In war
time, Communder-in-Chief of the army,
subject only to the Emperor. His offi-
cers next ln rank become commanders
of armies, and the next corps com-
manders.

Trained in the same school, impressed
with the Influence of the chief, accus-
tomed to receive instructions and or-

bead, have shown the world an sxams
ple on the largeat scale of the working
out In the hard school of war of the
organization of {18 General Staff.
How the Japaness nation has been
filled and animated with the duty and
the delight of sharing in this supreme
effort ls indicated well in the cloalng
sentences of & charming skeich by
Plerve Lotl, the French sallor-poet, of
his second trip to Japan In Janusry,
1534, up the mountaln behind Nagu- |
saki four or five miles from the clty:
Oh, s wonderful Hills peopile that 1 met
on the road tedxy! | saw them trudgisg
slong abead of me, Bfly of them, rasked
Uke wsoldiarn all alike and all' in white
Wrappers of white emlico, belisd ts the
walst mo elegant A White
eapa, plain and ugiy. but with a carinin ple-
turmequsness. Who were all thess people?
S P y, bundied up thls feahlom,
withoot besuty? Impossible! 1 hurried” for-
wards to be wsre Thers under these com-
jcal Nigh caps I saw ihe faces of Japanese
in eorious purpoe—ne Jjoking or
m;uttqnud.ﬁuthrl:l“thlt

nxmdm-“m e

for tha army taken for thair
traiming tramp up (hat mmountain rosd
They tali me that in the ranks of hees
mtis In wers o dants of the old-
et fu of Jap s

teo proud
s yet for say

foreign intercourse. Com-
rades of bine whe have Yesa already
nursed and cared for by thelr Uke carry
tender recallections of thelr handling, o
gentie. #0 adrott, so akiliful, thelr patlence
without JMmit

The launch recently\ of the nDew
Cunard liner Carmania gave to the
ocean a ship of most Impressive dimen.
slons. The registersd tonnage of this
biggest of turbine vesssls i 21,000; her
length is 678 feet and, Including crew
and passengars, she will be able to
carry 300 people. Her estimated speed
is twenty-one knots an hour. Thia Is
conalderably less than that of some
other lners now plying between New
York and Egropean ports, and In sev-
eral respects ghe is smaller than some
of the vessels that fly the flags of rival
comnpanies. But she will be the firss
great carrier of ocean commerce L0 USe
the principle of turbine propulsion.
Her spesd, though jess than that of
other liners now in commisston, will be
great enough to determine the extent
to which this principle may be dewvel-
oped a= an economic measure compared
with the usual methed of propulsion.

Those who, remembering the great
freshet of 18584, felt a shiver of appre-
hension when the site of the Lewis and
Clark Falr was selecied, may be peas.
sured by the probabliity that there will
not be even an ordinary freshet this
year, for the very good and sufficlent
reason that there ls very little snow in
the mountains of Idaho and Eastern
Oregon and Washingion with whish to
supply it. A comblnatjon of conditions
that produced fhe food of 18M Is not
Ukely to occur agaln In the lfetime
of any one who withesasd the tremen-
dous expansion of the watlers of the
Columbia at that time. In any event,
fram the present outicok Portland ls
safe from a June flood this year.

“l wish to thank you for the tales
from Dickens which you are publish-
ing in your Sunday edition.” writes a
sabseriber at Albeny who has not
missed reading The Oregoolan for
thirty-seven years. "I am too old to
resld Dickens’ works agaln, but the Iit-
tie stories so admiradly told by Mise
Rives revive fading memories and 1
take a positive deiight in reading them
sloud to my grasd-dauvghtsr, who !
beautifully emtertained by them.” No
doubt this subscriber with thousands of
others will find no lttle pleisure in re-
calling “David Copperfield™ whom
Misa Rives takes as the subject of =
itoryonmtﬂofth?twue_

After all, the river was here first, and
the boats next. Then came the bridges.
A great outory has been malsed o
close the draws and ksap them closed
an hour in the eariy moming and an-
other bour In the evening. Statistics
have bean prepared to show that there
is Uttle mver traffioc at that time, and
therefore it will not bs & grest incon-
venlence for the boals if the draws
are not at all opened during the
specified times. It would appear, bow-
ever, that If there Is then little or no
traflic, then there Is littie or nothing for
the bridge-traveilng public 1o get in-
dignant about.

Frank G. Carpenter, the well-known
newspaper correspondent, 8 mow in
Panama and will write to The Bunday
Oregonian cancerning the coloasal work
undertaken by tha United States Gov-
ernment, accompanying his letters with
entirely new photographic viewa Un-
jezs there be 2 miss In the malls, the
first letter will be published 5 week
from today. Prellminary to thege con-
tributions Mr. Carpenter, on pige 3 of
this fssue describes such of the world's
Ereat artificial waterways as he has
visited. They sarve as comparisons
with the interocsanic canal new bulid-

ing.

When the Russians retired from the
Yalu River bufore the Japaness, they
explained it all by saying they were
“luring them on.”  When they wers
badly whipped at Liac Yang, and fled

“pnorth front.” The phraseclogy of de-
feat s something wonderful
—————————

Grand Duke Viadhmir wants to “send

another army.” The Russiun armles

recruited from the maspes. The

— -
NOTE llﬂ__EOlm T.

Wherever he may be. Tolatol Is al-
ways “agin” the government™

Toe battleship Minnasota, when sha's
launched. will get the “ha-ha'™ At
ieast ahe's to be chrintened with Minne-
baha water.

“in the streets of Bt Petsraburg
every third woman welrs crepe” mays
the Amsociated Press correspondest.
And all becsuse of thalr rulers Jesire
for more of & frogen land on the otaer
side of the wurld

St. Peteesburg says ihat pesce Jde-

pends upon Japan. If Tokio offers nice, |

acceptlabls terms, peace will be made
at omce, but if Lhe Japanese inslst apon
geotting what they bave besm fSgbiing
tor, then on with the war.

In Berlin some young men have
formed the Association of the Active
Friends of Animals If one of the Act-
tve Friends meeta a lady wearing s
stuffed bird in ber hat, he will politely
requeat her to remove it, If the i=dy
refuses—as mseems entirely probable—
the Active Priend will proceed to re-
move the suffering animal by force. it
will be sean that the aims of the as-
wociation demand activity of no mean
ondar. Few Friends of Animals will be
able to cope with an Indignant woman
thrice-armed with a long batpin. to say
nolhing of apy male companion wao
may objeet to” hava the lAdy thus at-
tacked in the street. Wa fear the Active
Frisndas have, in homely metaphor, bit-
ten off more than they can chew.
Notking could prevent woman f(rom
wearing stuffed birds or Jdead squirrels
on her Qut except & ukase from Madam
Fashlon.

Already In Portiland may be seen ads
of “Bhirts—men's style—for women'
Wil they leave us even our troumers?

A Russian army is a body of troops
almost- eatirely surrounded by Japan-
ane.

M:s. Perkine Gilman has been paint-
Ing man idyllie picture of tha home of
the future. The grudb will be sent In
from a mrunicipal kitchen and the kide
will- be sent out to a municipal aur-
sery. Municipal compressed alr ma-
chines will do all the dusting, and the
frs department will probably Jdo ail
the washing. Home will be the real
thing then. Nothing to do but ait and
cursa the ecity officlals. Mrs Perkins
Gllman omitied (o say how ths ingre-
dient .of love would be supplied to Lhe
home, but wa suppose cily employes
could be detuiled to do the joving as
well

Great victory [for law anJd order! Beat
the cymbals and bang the drum! An
Itallan, just arrived from Spokzne,
never in the city before, has been ar-
rested for spitting on the sidewalk
Tha laws must and shall be anforoed.
Arrest and fine all the strangers; they
bhave no friends Home Indusiry ecan
carpet the pavements with half-
chewed tobacco, so off to the dungeon
with the Interloping heathen.

A o saloon Is not closed when It's
open, Chisf Hunt wrongly argues that
It's not open when s closed.

“I am surrounded” —EKuropatkin.
“S¢ am L"—Nilcholas

Portland's hungerers after apiritual
food will rejoice over the formation in
our ¢ of the MI and Mediums'

schoal director and the School Board he so
ardentiy, mot to say belligerently repre-
sents, .we wish to oall the attention of
the myuch-abused public ear to the inter-
esting lipe of fiction the gentleman has
roceally pet forth.

Word fSor ward, be says: “The pian
that we have gdopted haz ziven to 384
teachers 50 per yoar, consuming, as yom
will notios, SI5200 of the SN, legving
L0 bakance an hand.’

The fact s that up 0 the expiration of
the present school year, teachers will
have recaived not 300, bat $55 aplece, this
! belug 5 for sach of the five months from
| February till June, consuming. aa you will
please take palns lo notice. only 800 of
| the $M.000, lraving 330,06 balance on hand,
pot FLSOK as per Mr Wittenberg, in hin
sirange misstatement of an Incomtrovert-
losle and orovem fact

Furthermore. be avows his positive con-
tiction that in Bsptember thare will be
S0 teachers whor will have anrvived the
crdeal of application to and diagnosis by
L ysticul four, who will receive an
extra per yoar for meril, "which will
mare than use up the balance we bave
on hamd. )

This, In e face of the fact that it has
been cxpressly and ropeatedly stated that
only a selact few wolld sUrvive to an-
swer rodcall on the merit Hst. This, in
the face of the advice of principals to
thelr teachers to look well before they
leaped This In the face of the Burn-
ham statement regarding the favored two,
mmd two only, the heavenly twins of his
establishment.

Either Mr. Wittenbderg (s creating fle-
ttous avenues of disbursement to account
for the public monevs or else the pro-
Jectors pave stlently abandoned thelc™
original ground and concluded to give to
all who apply. And, If s0, whereln Lles
the suppowed meritT The [acts show that
the number of teachers qualified by ex-
| pecience and dplomas falls far below T,
| How then can 250 be adjudged meritorions?
{ Mr. Wittenberg's mathematical evasions
regarding present expenditures leave o0
flatiy unaccounted for—sufficlent to pay
lltne Buperintendent, who s nol “figured
in the 3290000, a nice little additional wage
of Fi% per month for nine oalendar
munthe How much more wiil remaln un-
scocuned for, on Mr. Wittenderg's basis,
cannot be known till the merit Hst is
completed.

The staternent has gons forth that all
teachers of over three years' experiance
recedved 5 “ralse.” Under the old sched-
uls thres years' sxperience brought 5
axtrs, and under the new this has re-
mained unchanged. Only teachers of four
yeara' experience and over huve been ben-
efited by the taxpaysrs’ recent action.

Mr. Wittenberg would regulate the em-
ployment of teachars according to ths law
of supply and demand Lét us sly that
the poor, inferior, sweathouse product in
always with us, and that in abundance.
If he wishes cheap Inbor, competition, un-
derbidding mnd consequent .lowering of
standards, It = within his reach, but he
must buy it with a price. and that price
his children and our children must pay,
and at fearful cost

ple as high a salary as tenchers recsive.
Is be so imbusd with 1he apiril of trade
and traffic that he sees a

experisnce, the sscond mother, as it
of his children, whose thought,
lovesa, whese aims, whose ambitions
engrafted upon thoss childres
maony hours of many years of their livep”
Would he trust his child to the average
clerk or factory girl to recsive its

!

Protec Bpiritual Association. Bpir-
ftual food i» so mubject to adultaration
that the hungry must waloome an as-
soclation whoms brand will bé a guar-
antes of purity. Bealdes the ministers
snd mediums will now be more able to
protect themselves from false and
viclous atiscks, & duty that seems to
be ungratefully neglected by the spirits
who are enabled to break the monotony
of eternlty by nn"nrln; fool gquestions
through the mediums.

—

“A news iem is to the «ffect that a
Seattle policeman was held up by a som-
nambulist,” says the Argus. adding that
doubtless “by" should have read “for.'’
A somnambulist ascessarily walks; bow
about a Beattle cop?

Bider Haggard took off his hatl o the
Statue of Liberty ms he entered New
York harbor. Bidding Liberty adieu, per-
haps. =

The New York Evening Post Is to have
a new bullding in the best part of the
city The Post knows It's the best part
of the city, because thal's where Its of-
fice Is to be.

Booker T. Wash sald in = recant
speech: "Don't wear 4 § hat on 2 &
cent hend.” That seems bum sdvice. If
4 man has a S-osnt bead, why stwouldn’t
he draw attantion from it by wearing =
% hat?

: the other arrangement,
at loast. helpa the hatters.

In the Critic & sumber of persons give
their views on “The Slump in Postry.”
As meoast of them are poets, théy agres
that it's tme the bulls got hold of the
markst.

There are two ways of odaining coliegiate

Russians are not inspired by even the
ghost of a chance.

It might be srranged to Bave the gum-
chewing champlonshlp go with Lhe basicet-
ball champlonship.

The Washingion Post i» worried over
the space taken up by civie organizations
ia the Inaugural paradse. People don't
travel lo Washington o see o lot of
awkward men in stove clothes boofing It
the street; they want desh, bright
ww“-‘m
Mfwl.m the Post
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and | biss therefrom?

The gentleman in guestion assures us
that the merit system will result Eiv-
ing our city schools the moet eMalen
corps of teachers they have ever had.
other words, this body of teachers will
so stimulated by the offer of a will-o™-the-
wisp phantom of five paltry dollars per
month, that they will render service of
an altogether higher more professional

| slonal teacher—and wo belisve thare are

)

The teacher who Is lured on to higher
| ideals and effort by

confessedly wa have some such among us
-wil not greatly improve either for
money or love. As well put a cow on a
racecourse and attermspt to develop her
into m trotter as place the golden balt be-
fore such temchers with expectation of’
] Tesults

| We are assured, furthermore. that teach-
| ord work but nins calendar months—that
| their remunerstion fs, therefore, frmt-

gentleman forget that teachers are nar-
rowed by apecialization to one singla
thing—teaching? That during the Sum-

eat?
| low an ox and let it suffice for a Sum-
mer. Does he not recognize another lawr
| of supply xnd demand, based upon eour

them to 4 mAn or WomAR
impelling., ftted allke by
tralning for & sacred trust
demand mueh. Bhall it be
that we sopply. littie? AT
—————e e —
Change of Heart.
Milton (Umatilia Connty) Eagle.
The Eagle wisies to retraot whabe

|

can weall afford to pay the trifling sumr
of $15500 a year for maintenance In
order that Waston's title to the Inland
Empire basket-ball champlonship shail
be maintalned, o say nothing of the
dosen or so graduates that are incle
dentally turned off every year.
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