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of rates and of terms of campelition
will be almost the same as public own-
ership. It will cut sutomomy out of
mallroad wanagement. When Govern-
menl undertakes to aay how much the
rallroads shall earn, 1t virtually takes
them: under its comtrol

Presldent Roosevelt knows this and
therefore is extremely cautious. Yet he
sees the old conditions cannot continue.
Hence, In his recent messige to Con-
gresa he sald: "“The Governmrenl must
In increasiog degree superviss and reg-
ulate the workings of the rallways en-
gag=d in Interatate commerca, and such
increased vislon is the only aMer-
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FROPFERLY DISMISSED,

It was the right thing that District
Attorpey Manning 4id when be moved
to dismlss the [ndictments ageinst
Mayor Willlams #nd Chief Hunt; and
the prompiness of Judge George In
granting the motien shows an accord-
ance of the Judicla!l mind with the gen-
erel mind of the community,

IL was especially felt—and the sen-
timentl was unlversal—that the indict-
ment of Mayor Willlams was an out-
rage. [l was brought about by men
not one of whom s worthy to unloose
the Intchet of hils shoes. Since it was
proper o dismniss the charge against
the Mayor, so it was also to dismiss
2 against hizs subordinute officer, the
Chiel of Palice. The District Attorney
will have the commendation of all citl-
zens, with the exceplion of a few can-
tankerous persons who are devoted to
& blgoted, curping spirit and to a hate-
ful mallce.

What chance could have brought
ruch a grand jury togethar It boots not
to ingquire. Rossibly in some ways its
eensorship may prove to have been
usefui; but the Indictment oo such a
chage of Mayor Wilams—the one
man more than any other who has shed
lustar on (he name of Oregon these
ANy years, and whose life has been as
noied for morality and uprightness as
his oharscter has been eminent for
Abilty om wider flelds than those of
any other citisen of Oregon, was a pe-
cullar outrage. It was narrow, spite-
fol, malivious, and was dictated by &
mock-seutimental insinocerity and hy-
pocrisy that breaks out at intervals in
America as in England. It was Ma-
ehuiay who sald—in his essay on By-
ron.who just then was an object of at-
tack—thut nothing s more ridiculous
than these perio8ical fits of spurious
virtue and morality.

INDUSTRY AND BUEINESS

Easlern trade journals publish elab-
orale lables of comparative prices iIn
the principal Eastern markets, st the
end of the year 194, and of the year
193, iron, copper, lead, wheat, corn,
sugnr, coffee, are all selling at higher
yeicen than o year ago. The following
tabie will show, at a glance, compara-
tive prices of certain leading commod-
ithes:

—Dee. 30—

1904 103
Wheat. No. 2 redl por bl . .5 1.33% § 0904
=

Corn, Ne. 2 mixed, por bu.. Bty E
Oats, Ko, 2 mized, per bu. .. By Ay
Plowr, Spring sats, per bhL. 630 4 N5
Sron. No. 2 fowndry, tom.. 1735 14.T8
Laad per 100 lbs. . ... - 470 433
g tim pes ib T 2% 5%
Cupper, Lake ingot, por ., 1o Bl
Bugar, granuluted, per i A% 23 Ay
Saigar, ventritugal. per Ib .. 04 % MKl
Coffes, No. T Ris, spot, W, et ] 07 %
Cotion, MW, upland, 100 Ina @635 188 1]
Print cinths 64 sguares 023 0ty
Eiee, dumentic, per b -1 Yy
Hailer, West cromm. h . . 2y Ty
(Theene, fancy sinuil per (b iz 12
Faage. West. av. best, don . = Sa
Tallew, prime iy, par ib.. g, 03
mesn, par bt =27 1278
Lard, peime Western ..... 7.0 T8
Jay. Xo 1, per 100 Tha ... et 1.20
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The hesvy fall is in cotton, which is
worth only one-half the price of one
¥ear ago. Fouthern newspapers ridl-
oule and depounce the Mea of burning
4 porilon of the huge colton crop as a
means of increasing the demand for the
remalnder. They say It was attempted
only In one place, and that on & very
small scale. If these persons, says the
New Orileans Times-Democrat, “imag-
Ined that the farmers in the rest of
the Bouth were prepared to follow thelr
frenziad example, then they must in-
deadl e wholly gmple. 1t is the most
dlfcult thing in the worid to get co-
operation in any quasi-plausible plan
on the part of the farmers; but a
scheme to raise the price by destroying
property is as far from having any
chance of galning headwnay as a plan
10 devastale the foreign compeling
ficlds with fire and sword™ The jow
value of cotion disappoints the grow-
ern. indeed: but many of them made
& great deal of money through the high
prices of lust year, and they are re-
poried to be abie 1o hold their cotton
Ll it reaches average prices again.

The chief rvise of prices s In iron
and wheat. Good prices for these sta-
ples have always been favorable to
general business New capiial has not
been invested in rallways and other in-
dusiris] undertakings during the past
Year mearly to the exient of next pre-
ceding ones. The Rallway Age riports
tha! new steam rallroad was construct-
od only to the amount of 4182 miles in
184, compared with 5106 miles !n 1908
and we bhave it from the New York

190G, 31,130 000,008 in 12, and the pro-
tota! of §3.500.000.000 in 1861 It
Pistn thatl the rage for combination
the present at least. nearly

Pusiness presenls no sign of any seri-
Our pooduction Is on =

. A

native to an increase of the present
evils on the one hand or a sill more
radien! policy on the other.” Mr. Bry-
an's statement at Memphis s only &
repetition of this, in another form.

Yet the President is cautious, and
would procesd slowiy. He holds that
while at present “it would be undesira-
bie, If it were Dot impracticable, finally
to clothe the commission with genersl
authority to fix rallrcad rates™ Nt
would be a falr security to the shipper
if Congress were to vest the Intersiate
Commeree Commisaion with the power,
“where a given rate has been- chal-
lenged and after full hearing found to
be unremsonable, to decide, subject to
judictal veview, what shall be a rea-
sonable rate 1o take its place; the ral.
ing of the commission to take eflicl
immediately and to obtain unless and
until it ia reversed by the court of re-
view." .

Thin would reverse the conditions
that exist now. It would compel the
raliroads (10 go o court om appesi:
whereas now and always heretolore the
shipper, who objected to the rate, has
been compelled to do so. The Presi-
dent's view is that the gecision of the
commission against a rate, a= unfalr
should give the shipper immediate re-
lef. Then the rallrond may challenge
that decision, If |t sees AL o do =0,

In other words, the position of the
parties before the law swould be shifted.
It Is reasonable, and “a square Seal™
The people are by no means disposed
to deal unfairly with the rallroads; but
the people do want this “square deal™
Heretofors and down to thiz time the
raflronds have had every advantage.
No single individual coul fight un-
reapnnahle rates or rebates. The rall-
road would alwaysz wear him oql

Something llke thle which President
Roosevelt has suggesied will be abso-
lutely neceasary to establishment of o
check upon the raliroads that will sut-
ity the people; otherwise the demand
for government ownership, or absolute
contrel—that would be substantinlly
the mame thing—which both the Presi-
dent and Mr., Bryan have spoken of,
and which s flying wildly through the
mouths of men, will gain irresistible

force. This is the present phase of the |

general raflroad guestion

HINTS TO YOUNG AUTHORS.

As Christmas stories are best written
in June and Spring poems in the depth
of Winter, so novels of today appear 1o
be best written In soenes most unilke
those depicted in the stories them-
selven. It used to be a tradition of the
local colonisis—io use an appropriately
hideous expression—that novels should
be written in the heart of the scenes
they described. Publishers onoe per-
mitted us to peep into @ room over a
Bowery saloon where Charles Dickens
Smith was writlng “Bessle, the Out-
cust.” We had descriptions of Miss
Fanny Burney Bmythe's boudolr,
whereln, attired in rose silk, that gified
waman wrote “The Suffering Duchess.”
Fashion In these important matters
have changed Today the modish an-
thor must get as far away as possible
from the scenes he depicts, We cannot
forget Irving Bacheller deep In the de-
scription of a pyrramid of naked siaves
that an anclent Roman had desiguned,
while under the writer's feet the Atl-
Iantic bilows romred and rumbled A
rough stone dwelling bullt out over the
orean is just the place in which 1o
write of Rome. Then we have Frederic
& Isham, who wrote a novel called
“Black Friday,” a story of Wall street.
Was this story written in New York?
Far from it. Like Mrs Frances Hodg-
son Burnett. Mr. Isham “can't abear”
New York. “The actual writing of
' Friday," " the publishers teil us,
“was done in a willa overiooking the
sea on the north ocoast of France
Tralling shadows, waving curtains,
strange allences (what doess a strange
silence sound like?), or stranger nolses,
combined to create that ldeal atmos-
phere the artist craves for his work.”

Perhaps some young Oregon authors
have been trying to write In & gulet,
well-lighted room. No wonder they
have not been more successfol, lacking
the |deal stmosphere created hy trall-
ing shadows=, waving curtains strange
sifences and stranger nolsss! Nor s
the ldeal stmosphere the only requi.
site. A pel of some kind is a necessity.
One of the best-selilng writers works
sanding up at a desk with & (ame
durkling asleep between his feet. Will
Irwin had a black cat which afforded
much Inspiration. During his writing
it always s=at by the typewriter and
played with the rubber eraser that
hung thersfrom by a string—presuma-
bly the typewriler was a machine

If the ambitious writer cannot imme
a duckling, & cat, & giraffe or any other
usefyl pet, there remain other ways of
attaining succes= Stewart Edward
White spent his honeymoon In climb-
ing over the Slerras and naming passes
after his wife. Anthony Hope married
& woman with “desp blae eyes, long,
swan-like throat, and silken musses of

siruggled successfully against many
dificulties (o malntain & ciear channel
0 the sea. In the Lower Willamette
the necesally of dredging has been al-
most constant. On the Upper Colum-
bla much preliminary work has been
done, and thers is definite expectation
of overcoming the obstructions at the
Celllo Raplés without regard to action
by the present
words, the sate
bulld a portage railroad, and the Gov-
ernment work at Three-Mile Rapids has
besides the benefit of an unexpended
balance from former appropriations
that are perhbapes sufficient for’ present
purposes. But elsewhere there s u dis-
tinct and alsrming differepce

When there was fallure to enact &
river and barbor bill at the last Con-
ET#E8, AD emergency appropriation of
3,000,000 wns sttached to the civil
sundry bill for expenditure by the
United States Engineers in all parts of
the country. In the distribution of this
meager fund the Columbis and Willam-
elle Rivers received perhaps one-tenth
of what they would have had if Con-
gress had given them prompt proper
attention. By the combination of this
small appropriation and the unexpend-
o] balances In the several river and
harbor funds belonging 1o the Pacific
| Northwest, the United States Engi-
| neers, by husbanding their resources,
bave been nble to go ahead with thelr
| work. It may be supposed that if the
proposed river and harbor I at the
present short session {8 abandoned, an
| emergency fand will agaln be attached
to the sundry civil bllL. But there Is
Do hope that greater benefit will ao-
crue 1o the Statle of Oregon under this
appropristion than to keep the Govern-
ment apparatus in repialr and possibly
1o maintain all pressnt improvements
iz their present condition, without seri-
ous loss or deotriment; though the Iat-
l&r can be by no means assured, in
view of recent serious damage to the
bar jetty. Bua! nothing can be done at
the bar; little or nothing cnn be done

in the river. except as 1t is done by the |

Port of Portiand. The labor and ex-
| pense are entirely too great for the

Cly of Portiand alone (o meet; but it

musi be met pomehow, If a deep-water

channel is to be maintained from Port.
| land to the sea.

These are the facts presented plainly
and without exaggeration. If the State
of Oregon at any time o its history
needed 1o have in Congress a powerful
presentment of its needs and deserts,

it i3 at this time. Through clreum-
atances peculiarly unfortunste owur
delegation s much hampered, though

in the present temper of Congress it
| is difficult to say what might be accom-
plished by Senators and Representa-
tives of the greatest influence. In any
]M---M. the delegation ia alive to the
paramount importance to all the inter.
ests of the state of favorabie Govern-
ment consideration for appropriations
for the Columbla River, and it must not
fall to make legislation of that de-
scription its firat consideration.

PROTECT THE WILD GAME,

The annual meeting of the Oregon
Fish and Game Assoclation brings up
the guestion whether the whole com-
munity, represeated 4y the Legislature,
can be properly asked to pass jaws
regulating and repressing the natoral
“right” of man to g0 where he pleases,
kili out the wild creatures of land and
witer, and use and dispose of his spoils
as he finds most profitable
The average townsman is apt to say:
| “This concerns not me.
lm-ed and habit, to the store and the
| desk apd the lbrary. Fishing and
!humlng do not Interest me. They are
merely amusements for boyw, and the
Legisiature has more serions things to
attend to.”
ear to the sfory that the China pheas-
ants are being exterminated; that the
deer are disappearing from the hilis, or
ths trout from the streams. And wet,
even in such a4 man the hunting In-
stinct s sometimes there, though hid-
den

One néed not go far to convert the
average legisiator Into a supporter
of eMcient gume lnws, If he stops (o
weligh for a t the r for his
vote. In the first place, wild game and
fish are part of Nature's furnishing of
the woolds and stremms for the benefit
of all present and future generations,

‘e here now hawve no right to monap-
olize all for our present and personal
amusement or profit by killing off the
brecding stork. Thon, If we persist In
destruction, one of the great attrac-

lshes, Our deer and pheasants, trout
and salmon, |f the truth were known,
make the boys of the family our

the fire when the move to the North-
west |s belng debated. And for us, the
average ' Oregonians of today, who Lhat
has once listened 10 the call of the wild,
hus wandered, Ashpole in hand, by the
river bank, or climbed from rock to
rock amid the swirling waters of the
mountain creck—who that has stood,
rifle in hand, on the deer stand, with
ear attentlive to the woodland whisper-
fugs, or followed the ranging dog over
the wide wheat stubbles—who that has
watchad the evening glow fade out

over the swamp when the wild ducks
circie round in the darkening sky—who
of us I8 oot the richer in both bhealth
and memory for such outing=™ If so,
the least we can do Is 1o help by in-
fluence or vole enact lawe to restrain

1 am tied, by |

Such an one turns o deaf |

tions of Oregon to the néw settier van- i

strong advocates in gatherings round |

treedom, love of country, love of home,
Gevotion to liberty.” are Included In
this estimate of the heritage which we
received from our Puritan forefathers.
' This estimate must be qualified in the
| ight of history, as love of freedom of
| the type prescribed by the Puritan
| spirit—since beyond this llne no people
that ever ilved were more Iotoierant
than the Puritan forefathers—and as
love of libdrty within the Interprela.
tlan of the iron-bound creeds of the
Puritan belief,
Continuing, President King sald:
The meed of a vew Purltaniem l» seen In
the gensral sense of Nallonal aunger that is
felt by many of the mosl thoughtful of Lhe
Nation. Just g0 far o the “passion for
malsrial comfort,™ “the fear of poverty™
and the mpicit of lawicsstiees prevall, Just so
far &3 thers ls lack of grip i the moral
snd reilgloms life, and the casy-going spirit
hat fesls that thers s nothing which Is
Yy imperative or declaive; jJust =0
| loeg aan saven in an uge of science, thers
s a peradogies] lack of IMe sense of law in

there great Nalosal danger, and orying
meed of a mew Purilsnlem,

This Is specific, and contalns lttle
that thoughtful men call ln guestion.
Pursiting this llne of thought, It is
well to ask, How far was Puritanism
mistaken? And agaln, How. far was
the reaction from Puritanism mis-
takenT Can we gee LOth now more
clearly, and, correcting and supple-
menting both, add to the great pomi-
tives of Puritanism the great poai-
tives of the modern spirit, and o face
a reial reconstruction In our living as
well as in our thinking?

The greatl positivencss of the Puri-
tans lay In their conviciions and con-
sclence. Faith of the unquestioning
t¥pe underiay all work worth dolng, ail
| true Hfe of any kind. A simple reflecs
tlan of their spirit 18 expressed in the
| stanaa of the old-fashioned hymn:

To werve the present age
My oalling to falfill;

Oh may 1t all my powers engage
To do my Mastars will

The reaction from Puritanism wvery
naturally resulted In a false tolerance
that i= not Indifference nor sophistion-
tion, but lack of Jdiscrimination, as
marked as the narrowness from which
It Tevolted, This reaction has shown
Itself further In a false realimm which
was provoked by Puritan asceticlsm
which ignored the physical mun and
his needs, and ils close connection with
the higher man. A grave charge
agulnsi Puritanism s that It made 100
Mtle of man, especially the non-elect,
In the face of the Invincible decrees of
Ood—a charge that Is not without basis
In fact.

“But whal,” asks President King,
“is this littleness which a false realisin
shows? For here s 5o ren] bellef at
all In man’s heroic mold and tmmeasyr-
able possibilities.” In the face of this
| realism he adds: "One may well share
| the fear of Jean Ingelow’'s oid fisher
preacher, who s more afrald now of
man's hamility than of man's pride”

Summing up his wide presentment of

—te —

the sublect, Dr. King concludes as fo)- |

lows:

The pew Porflasism thet must eader-
e aur National Hife, If it s lo be whst it
ought to be, mow keep the great positives
of Turitanizm—ihelr wense of God and the
spiritzal workd, their conseguent sense of
rommissdon, as of divine calling, thelr senas
of vespomalbillity and sccountabiiity. and
thelr (remendouws sense of the signlfOcance
and value of e To this trus Purltan spirit
I muel add the great positives of the mod-
TR apirit—tbe coavictions equaily deep and
sirong that man la mades for personal rels-
tinne, far a gefuine, reversal love that he
myst recogmise everywhere the breadth sod
vomplegity of His and that he may asver
forget the unity of bis pature, afild the cen-
tral importance of the wilk that give the pos-
ftive basks (or & true and Indispenmble saif-
denial.

If Russin could get all her avallable
naval forces together In Jrpanese or
Chinese wuters, she would have some
nomerical strength over the naval arm-
ament of Japan. but not much. Rus-
fia would have more buttleships. but
Japan more crulsers.  The number of
smaller craft on each side is uncertain,
but perbaps nearly equal. But for the
loss of her Port Artbur fleet Russia's
preponderance—all her naval vessels
assembled together—would bes very
considerable. But there [ no confl-
dence that the afficiency of the Russian
fleet In actiom, as compared with the
Japanese, would be equal to the Japan-
ese. But, If the Rusalan fleet do not
turn back, it will be part of the strat-
egy of the Japaness to prevent its con-
centration and try to attack It In detadl
Om such efrand many Japanese vesss|s
are now engaged, some of fhem at con-
sidersble distances from home.

The varied resourcem of Marion
County, the beauty of her towns and
l the enierprise of her people are admir-
| ably presented in the New Year's edi-
tion of the Salem Etatesman, the prin-
cipal feature of which is a wejl-chosen
collection of plctures,  splendidly
printed. Wherever a copy of that pa-
per may be read it will leave & very
favorable !mpression of the Willam-
| ette Valley and particularly of that
! poston of I to which the. Statesiman
| devotes the most of its advertising ef-
forts. Well-writien descriptive articles
l and pictures that tell thelr own story
| go to make up a very creditable ane

nual edition,

We have besn much moved by the
cloguent accounts In the Tacoma news-
papers of the magnificent receplion to
Ssnator Foster on hia return from his
difficult iabors at Washington City;
and we have been sspecially stirred by

the morul asd spiritual word; just so far as |
this Is & merely amiabie age—just o0 fur is |
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casler for themesives and avold the
credit (hat goes with mistakes if
take special care In voting for candi-
for these imporisnt positions.
e —

This is General Jackoon's day. That

]
it

American lines at Plattsburg, N. Y,
not long before, and thought they could
do It n. A llile patience and
strategy would have besten "Jackson.
But the British decelved thamselves.
Curiously enough., 1he battla was
fought after th= treaty of peace—the
peace of Ghent—had been slgned. This,
§ih of January, Is St Jackson's day.
That affair at New Orieans, trifiing as
It was, made Jackson, and gave his
political party control of the country
down 1o the year 1880. This day (Jan-
uary § is St Jackmon's day.
anything in this world but farce and
humbug ?

The four Presidential Electors from
the Btate of Oregon wlll meat at Ealem
Monday to cast their bhallots for Presi-
dent and Vice-President. They are:
Grant Dimmick, of Oregon City; James
A. Fee. of Pendleton: J. N. Hart, of
Baker Cilty, and A C Hough of
Grani's Pass Onpe of their Aiumber will
be selected to carry the returns back
to Washington, and since this Is ndg
only an honor, but entities the slector
0 25 cents per miic as compenmatiou,
the duty Is one esagerly sought for. It
wae formiérly thought that the bearer of
the electoral vole secuped some polit-
fcal influence with' the President, bat
this ldes has been sbandoned

The “Sabbath” peiple want their way
with the Fair. Now jet this mutter be
understond. The persons who, more
than any others, are interested in hav-
ing an open Falr on Sandays are the
strect-rallway people. And the strest
mallways of Portland are under control
of men who profess to have ““respect
for the Babbath.* yet who want to run
the roads on Sundays, because Sunday
will be their best day. The Oregonian
could write an essay on this subject
and name a jot of names Perhaps it
wili, some day. But only for the rea-
son that It detests hypocrisy.

It s of mportance 1o the State of
Wushington to be weil represented at
the Lewis and Clark Falr; it is of no
grent importance to the Fair itself, The
success of the enlerprise 2 po fully ns-
sured that the fallure of any one state
—even 2 Wentern state—i0o make an
exhibit will not be noticeabic. Bat
Washington, which has much to show
to the world and depends much on the
worl®'s favor, canno! afford to be ab-
sent from Portiand in 1006, The som
of $75,000 Is little enough for 4 grest
state; but perhaps It will do,

%

M. Bunau-Varilla, who was the en-
gineer of the Panama Canal for [is
French owners during & number of
years past, holds that It would be bet-
ter to bulld the camal In the manner
| now planned, with locks, and later on.
ns the resmit of experiment, construct
the sea-level waterway when [t was
found that the demands of commerce
made such a method af transit desira-
ble, If not necessary. This
sound Jjudgment. The "middle way”
usually is best—that is, safest.

There was a learned essay in the
local columns of The Oregunian yester-
day on “The Epiphany."” Readers of
The Oregonian were told by the learned
theologian that “Epiphany iz terally
the birthday of the church,” that the
term s “made up of two Latin words
meaning ‘to shine'"”™ and more to the
Qame effect. All this Jaborious learn-
ing, when any dictiomary would have
told the real meaning and glven the
filstory of the word.

Russia, never in the march of prog-
ress, celebrated yesterday the great
haoliday of Christendom Christmns
eve, so the press dispatches tell us,
witnessed the Cusiomary Jjoyous
crowds, shopping and merry-making,
as 1f there were no Port Arthur and no
war. This is well. The plain people
of that empire are antitied to one day,
In common™ with the civillzed world,
when care is thrown to the winds

Bishop Jobm L. Spalding. who was
stricken withy paralysis Friday, |s one
of the very able men, not only in the
Roman Catholic Church, but In the
commonwealth of Ilinoils. He hus
plood for higher education, clvie re-
form, social betterment and public and
private righteousnesa. Men as useful
as Bishop Spalding can il be spared
from the country's ethical activities

We are deploring the fact that we
cannol gel & river and harbor bill, be-
cause the Government's finances will
not permit IL. But the Government
wonld bave had money If It had not
undertaken to bulld the Panama Canal,
Everybody wanted the canal, but there
are things many think we need more,

It was magnanimous in Mr. Bryan to
call on Democrats to support the Pres-
fdent in his propossd reforms. No
harm can come to any Democrat who
shouts the praises of a President serv-
fng his last term,

The bellef that Mre. Chadwick, after
the manner of women, carried her val-
usbles In her bag has been dispelled.
The bag, upon caréful investigatiom,
was found to copntain nothing.

Bryan has been speaking on “Watch-
man, What of the Night™ He should
wake up, the day has long since

Is there [

may be |

A New Jersey man went to & show In
Trenton recegtly, and when he beard a
joke on the stage he began o laugh so
Joudiy that Be was thrown out of the
theater and clubbed Inte Insensibility by
a special pocileman, who took the man's
hiysterieal laughter as sn (ndication of In-
toxication. What a pity the papers don't
tell ua what the foke was.

Laborars employed oy a subway ststion
in New York wera observed (o rush off
for beer wWhen the dinner bour came
round, so soms kind persona now_briog
them coffec, despite the weoll-known fact
that beer and coffee do not mix well.

From Astoriz comes the report that
frozen eggnag waa sent o a church soclal
in mistake for ice crenm, and thai the
cholr boys felt unusually frisky as the
result. What the feeling was at the
house where the eggnog should have are
rived, but didn't, who caa tell?

Wireless Jocularity.
Mikado, Japan: | hope Your Majesty
is satisfied with my work —Nogl
General Nogl, Port Arthur: T am msatls
fied that no guy could have dome bettor.—
Mikadn,

The Colorsdo Leglslature is a sort of
double-jointed affair.

Dvy. Heber Newtlon says that he knows a
woman _who cqn teil all about the writer
of a letter by merely touching the en-
velope, If she ever got 4 job as mall-
carrier there would be some anxzious per-
sons along her route.

Spot-light on Salem. plesse.

The Russlan government s not making
the best use of Its opportunities, The na-
tion was successfully kept In the dark
about the condition of Port Arthur, and
did not Jearn‘of Itx fall until some time
after the rest of the world had been dis-
cussing It. In view of their ability to
control all avemues of publicity, why dan't
the aristocrats come to terms with Japan,
and then conduct in the newspuapers a
glorious eampaign o Manchurin? They
| coutd cheer up the people with wholasale
victories and fnally remch an honorable
peace. It would be much safer and far
le=s expensive 1o =iring the people In this
manner than te keep on fighting In the
East and then lelting the nation hear of
reverses days after they have bafallen the
Army.

It i= to Be hoped that Oregon will not
become known as “‘tho state where the

A Taromu paper has calied Senator Fos-
ter A statesman, but no lbel action has
yet been begun,

The Argus notes that the Seattle Times
and the Past-Intelligencer agree that P,
A. has fallen. There must be a nowspa-
per trust in Seattls.

Bo far as we have aobserved, not a sin-
gle paper suid “Port Arthur has fell”
The Water Wagon.
A wesk i jolted s way sloag.
down with a glum-faced throng,
Put pow e wagon jemps into & run,
Having shaken ils passengers one by anse,

A publication cailed Science aaks, “How
largs ls an atom?' About the stze of
Russsl! Sage's heart, we should judge.

It Is better to be born Republican than
rich, says the 8t. Joe Guzette, It might
bave added that It Is better lo be bom
poor than Demecratic.

The Unlied States pald E75.06 last year
to collect 70 cents at Galena, Ifl. Money
comes high, but the Government rmowt
have It ’

One of those statistical nightmares so
daar to some peaple wis recently worked
off by & scientist addressing = natural
history soclely in Beifast. He told the
soctety that thers are 2000000 guils in tha
United Xingdom, and that during the
herring season each consumes 20 fry
dzily. If all the fry reached matuority
they would be worth more than 500,000, -
0. Thae sclentific gent should have gone
on to show that if the sum were expended
In buying blankets, In tem years every
person on earth would bave a pile of
them 200 feet In helght

An exchange says tha! a gambling-
house Im Knoxville, Tenn., was recently
majded by the police and a number of
well-known young men were arresiod
The giris of the city sre demurling that
the police make publie the mames of the
men, threatening to cut the offenders’ ac-
quaintanee. The men trest the matter as
& Joke and have asked the balrdressers
of the city to publish the names of all the
giris who wear “switches™

The Lincoln County Leader says that a
recent dance at Waldport “was to have
béen & ragged omw, but severa! of our
young Indies appeared dressad in the very
helght of fashiom with evening ball
dregses.” It would be inhuman to expect
a gir] with a new dreas to leave It at
homse and appear In an oid one. How
could ahe enjoy herssif when thinking all
the time of the way in which she would
have ootshone =il otherm had she but
worn the creatiom she neglectad for
ragged costume?

WEX. J.

Chiness Gambling.

New York Sun
“hinese will gamble."” sald & detective

wmmﬁnmux;!tmmm.

A remarkable discovery

ALABDIS OF AGRICULTORE,

- W

at Washington. I» wold In lnieresting de-
tall. by Gibert H. Grosvenor, son .of
Professor Grusvenor. of Amhberst. In a
recent pumber of the Cantury magazine”
The nitrogen-fixing power of the bac-
terin developed by Dr. Moore Ia so extra-

ordinary, writes Mr, Grosvenos, that
soeds soaked In the solgtlon will sprout
and prodece lezorious plants in sterilised
quartz sand. The next step was 1o obtain
a simpie means of distributing the bac-
teria 10 parsons who desired to imecu-
late thelr land. Experiments showed -
that bacteria when grown upon nltyogen-
free media wiil retain thelr high activity
for a jong time If carefully dried and
revived In a llquid medium. Dr. Moore
alse discoversd that by using some ab-
sorbert, ifke cotton, & small plece of
which wiil soak up millilon=s of the organ-
lsms, and them by allowing these cul-
tures to become dry, the bacteria can ba
nt anywhere and yet arrive In perfect
dondition. A simple method of distribut-
Ing the perms that bring fertility having
thus been found, the announcement was
made that the Department of Agricul-
ture was prepared to send sppilcants,
free of chargs, ensugh Incculating mate-
rial fur s=veral acren. The package can
be cartied In your pocket, we are told,
and yel does more work than several
carticads of fertlizers. It costs the Gov-
ermment i#=s than 4 cents a cake, or lesw
than a cont an acre, and saves the
farmer £0 or 3. which he would have
to expend for an equal amount of ferti-
lizer. Different cultures are sant for aif-
ferent crope. As It in only plants of a
lsgumincis nature, llke peas, beans,
clover and alfalfa, that are capabie of
absorbing nitrogen from the alr and
storing It in the nodules that form on
their roota, o it is only by & system of
tation that the land is enriched for

Tops of a more varied charmeter. Thus
cotton, planied after an inocalstad crop
of red clover, says 3r. Grosvegor, gave
an incrensed yield of @ per cent; pota-
toes yiclded an Increase of 3 per cent:
wheat increased by 4 per cent; oats MO
per cent and rye 400 per cent.

Of course there are solls that cantain
all the nitrogen requisite for fertiiity,
and Dr. Mooro's bacterial fertilization
will prove of most value to the thin sofls
and wornout farm lands so preévalent in
New England and ail along the Atlantie
seabourd. southward. The possibilitien
Are Incaleulable, and i that man Is a
public banefactor who makes two bludes
of grass grow where one grew before,
how eolowsml 3 philanthropist must be
ope who insures a hundred-fold Incrense
by the ezercise of his sclentific genlus
That Dr. Moore is a philanthropist of the
first water is proved by the fact that,
instead of enriching himsel! by the sale
of hi= discovery, he his deedsd his pat-
ent on it to the Department of Agrieul-
ture, in trust for the American people.
Now ot Cengress drop the santal seed
distribution, and substitute packages of
condensed s0ll fertility Instead.

“Was He Crazy, or Only a D—4d
Foel?™ .
From Puck.

“And vow,” continudd the sttormey for
the prosecution, “what reason have you
for stutlng thut the prisdoner was suffor-
ing from acule mental abberation?”

The witnesg used her handkerchief. "He
took me to the theater twice in one
week, lnsisting each time that we ride
in & cab instead of the earse. Each time
he bought me flowers. and ance a box of
randy. He even sat with me betwesn
Acte

“But surely,” observed the attorney in
bewildarment., “‘these actions do not prova
inwan -

“Tou forger,” Inlerrupted the counsel
for defense, “you forget that the prisonsr
In this lsdy's husbarnd.”

i —————

Pays Her Jilted Lover $400.

Goahen {ind.) Dispawch

For the first time in the history of the
state a wommn today was forced (o pay
for having jilted o wooer, Mrs. Busannah
Altland compromised by the payment of
$% the s=uit for breach of promise
brought againse her by Ephraim Biekel.

Hickel, n native of Arkansas, won (he

promise of Mr=. Altiund’s hand In mar-
rlage, but & New York travellng man
kon Mrs. Altland, hand and all. Then

Blekel's ardent lave torned to hate that
sizzlod, and he fisd the suit. Mra. Alt-
land ltves In Elkhart County, this state.
Bhe evidently feared the man or the out-
came of the sull, for she preferred that It
should not coma to trial and pajd the
canty
—_——

OUT OF THE GINGER JAR.

Chaliy—Let’s elope In your father's big tour-
ing car, demrest! Dolly—FPrrish the thouaght.
darling: he might maks o9 sapport it ever
alterwnrd!—Town Toplce.

Mrs. Posubride epolie sharply to the coel.
“RKathleen.” she mid. “my hushand oan't et
that Somizy. The next time you buy any [
want you o get the perdless kind " —Chicags
Tribune.

“Sa you were sent to bed without your sup-
par?’ “Tes" amswarsd the Boy with a tena-
clous disposttion. “But I den’t ke what Lhey
bhad for supper, and 1 wsa siespy snyhow."—
Washington Star.

“Good-night,” mid Stayists, finally
breaking away. Twve etjoyed myself Im-
mensely. Now, next Susdary sight. —er—ex-
pect (o pass your houss, and—" ““That will be
nive, Goodnight ! sald she, and sbgy the door,
—Philadeipbia Ledger.

Amicus—Why are you #o rate al baving your
porm reproducesd in that paper? Great Poel—-
Becaute the sditor has appended = note to It
mying that he reprodoces it not on account of
Its meril, but io show the kind of ot a man
with an established reputation can got ae-
oepted ~Loodon  Tii-Mia.

"Wat's all dis talk about revisin' ds tar-
I, Weazy ™ “Why de feliers dat's Inter-
csted In perfeciin’s cartsin lines of goods 19
goin® to cut down de pertection on de
gnods of de odder fellerm, an'' wicy wersy.™
—Clwveland Plain Dealer

“Bay, Winstan, bow woeuld you Hke to wit-
ness a coufiier between the powers™™ “Wit-
neanad one the other day.” “Between the
powarsT" “Hure! My wife, the cook and the
fceman began a thres-cornersd squabble In
the yard "—Chicags News

Mr. Spoomamdee-Does your papa object to
my coming 1o s you, Casteila” Miss De
Traln—0h' no; but he was so dreadfully care-
less as iu il maxnms be spproved of your
coming, sad now, o course, she thinks it's &
eonsplracy. —Chicags Tridune

-1 th bt your big brofher wap
e o The ~vacity SestBAR tebm.
Willle—XNo, he couldn’t. The facuity wenlda'y
Ist him o of hia Temmy—
hy, 1 didn’t Xmow he got that way. Ma
wouldn't Jet my pa In ihe house ‘lection might
o mceownt o his  condition. —Phlisdalphis
Press.

M.

, didn’t he?




