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INDICTEDBYJURY

Mitchell and Herma_
Both Charged:

HELD TO BE IN RING
Conspiracy to Defraud
Is Alleged. -~ |

———

SAID TO HAVE AIDED PUTER

Government Accuses Them of
Expediting Claims . |

WHEN THEY KNEW OF FRAUD

gt

[
Payment of $2000 to Senztor Mitchell
by Puter s Asserted in Indict-
ment—Sorenson ls Charged
With Attempt to Brilbe.

The Federal grand jory fulfiliedl the ex-
pectations of the public yesterday mftar-
noon st 3:30, when It returned indictmenis
agrinst Senator Mitchell, Binger Hermann
and George Sorenson. Mitchell and Her-
mann were indicted jointly and are
charged with having conspired with alt of
the defendants heretoforw indicted to de-
frand the Govermment out of wig-
uated in township 11 south, ™

Borenson is Indictsd for haviog
bribe of 36000 to District Attorney om
March 3 jast, when (he -SRdistment
tha frators who Jeete ool
victed In the recent triai was peadiag 18
the Fedoral Court.

The Alleged Conspirasy

The story of the connection Gf Beasier
Mitchell and Representative )
with the consmiracy dates bigh o T
time of the Puter-Mays letter, and shows
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and not according to law.
ware the Davis lands, in which

M. Davis, of Albany, was Iinter-

with = number of other men In
ﬂ Albany.

Lookals had In the meantime repart-
od AFA'oSt the clalms or part of them.
bt Bffer this report D. W. Tarplay
went &6 Devis and go! him to ratse
$398 smed ivcm 14 men In order to

& favorable report from Loomis,
Been told to make a3 further

Loomis Pald for Report.

Dayis ralsed $13% of the amount
which was divided between Turpley
and Loomis When Loomils recelved this
mopey he wrote a parsonal jetter to
"-'-nm: ssking that something be
dote to expedite the claima, or at least
18 thetr favourable conalderation, *

Gapryge K. Ogpden, who was the elerk
dandling the business, taking all Into
conmlderulion, prevured & report
sept It to Hermann especially calling
nitention to the Loomis and Davis Jet-
Serp. asking that the lunds be consld-
#rod but sdmitling that the laws had
WMot been observed This report was
dated on March 7, but on March § Mr
Hormann had ordersd the clalms ex-
peditod, w0 it Is sald When he saw
the report made by Ogden. however,
he Besitated and when Puter came to
swa lim told Puter that he thought
the matter looked preity bad and that
Be wer afruld the clatmes would have
o go back to the
further investigation.

Mr. Puter by this time was in about
P09 on the dewl and when he was
told; thiz went buack o Senator
Miteh=ll. It is reported that he told
the Benator it was up lo him to help
ipfinence Hermann to put the lands
through  without sending them back
o Oregon He told the Benstor tnat
it ghe cluims went back to Oregon they
wouild be lost to him and all the money
be Bad put into them would be gone.

Puter Says He Pald Mitchell
At this Ume, It is sald, Mr. Puter
M down two 500 bills on the table
in front 3f the Bensior and told him to
takke them and see what he could do to
Beip the lauds through to patent. The
Benator, the story has it, did not wish
ty take all of the money and pushed
@fie of the bills back, but. Puter in-
sisted that 32000 was nol too much to
PAY Tor the service and the money was
taken by the Benator. When Puter
ey, su it s sald, Senator Mitchell fol-
1owed him to the door and toid Lim that
bt would do the best he could for him.
The next day, Futer went to Her-
mapn and asked him how things looked
ARG Mr. . Hermann told him that he
Hought upon recunsideration M would
Be possible 10 put the lands through
He asked Mr. Puler to come back In
Ahp afiernoun nnd sald that he had
turned the matier over to W, A. Rich-
wbde, hin sasistant
Huter weont to Mitchell, Wt is sald, and
T bim o take him to Richards and
duce him. The Sepator Introduced
Al as one of the best men of Oregon,

that all of the conspirators wele @l Afe
mixed and intangisd in the web of guilt, |
If the alisgations of the Indictments and |
the testimony upon which they seem m‘|
have besm meturned is to be taken ul
true.

The story shows that Puter and Mitch-
el and Hermann were well scgusinted,
that Puter wus an ardent supporter of
Mitchell in the Senatorial campaign of |
1908 and that all of them were personally |
acgualntsd and have bern for yoarn

In 198, so the story runs, Puter went
to Washington on bustness connscted with
the lunds of 11-7. in which he wes at that
time interested. The jands were held up
in the Genernl Land Office, and Puier
thought that it would be of benefit 1o
himself and his fellows to go o Wask-
ington and see what could be dome o
expadits them 10 patent

Puter Goes to Washington.

Before he left Portland, it is sald, he |
went to ¥, P, Mays, and secured from
Nim a letter to Senator Mitchell, though
in fact he was well known to the Sens- |
tor. Armiving at Washingtom, the land
apecuiator went to the office of Benator
Mitchell and conferred with him In re-
gard to having his claimy taken from the |
wuspeaded st and pot through to patent
as poon &8 pomaible. EHe told the Benator,
§t ix sald, that be had alrendy sunk a
large amount of muosy in the claima,
and that Emma L. Watson, g hard-work-
ing and honest girl. had alse invested
them at his suggestion. It was pecesaary |
for him to have mome influence with the |
Commissioner (o s favorable recog- |
mition of his and be therefors
would ilke to ithe help of Senator |
Mitchell. He promised to make it right
with the Senutor in event that he would
Eive to Puter his will and =ssistance

Mr. FPuter then wen: (o see Binger Her-
mann, and talked the matter over with
him. Hermann did not see that anything
could be done o the lands uniess some |
action should be taken which would make
the transaciion of record in the office

Puter then got into a hack, so it is sald |
and weni to the hotel of Senator Mitehell, |
ihe Dew House, and told him of the
coersation with Commissioner Hermann
The famous Puter-Watson afidavita were
then made In the hotel of the Benator,
and it s sald that Semator Mitchell dle-
tated the papers to his own stenographer
and had them dellvernd o Mr, Puter as
ax finished. The affidavits, which
told of the seitiement of the land and of
s cultivation and of the charactor of the
peraons making the flloge, were then pent
to Mr, Hermann, who took them under
onsideration

Hermann Expedites the Claims.

On March & 182 the siory continues.

{r, Hoemann wrote u jotter to Benator |
Mitehell, stating that he had expeditod

Ie clalms as per his request. This s the

« per which wes introduced in the firet |

fal here and over the identification of

Nich both Benator Mitche!l and Mr. Her.

ann had »0 mach tropble. It is the
ame jetter to Ideniify which Commies-
doner W. A Richards made his @rip o |
Portiand from Washington

In hin letter Mr. Hermann stated |
that be had expedited the ciuims und
that the olerk the proper dirwvialon
moald take them under his consigra-
tion ond make un  exnminstion of |
them. This wasx dune and om the fel-
lowing day lde eicrk recommended
that thily be returned o the ioasl Land
urice at Oregon City for Turther proof
and * The clerk recom-
mended that the ojirics geamed 1o be

usrwe
clubms

have

SO0

ol

patfectiy relluble and upright
Lands Pass to Patent.

Sir. Pater and Mr. Richards had an
extendéd conference. The latter Mfww

nothing. of the Davis and Loomis lct.-I

ters and could only judge Trom what he
saw in the affidavits and proofs of Anal
settiemen. which bhe had before him.
Influenced, therefore, by these and by
the recommendutioh of Senator Mitchell
and Mr. Hermand he allowed the lunle
te go o patent. He alse resnd the
loomis and Ormsby reporis which
made a falr case for
and il considered saw no reason why
the lands could not be passed, especial-
iy a8 ne was Influenced by sympathy

for the hardshipy undergone by Emma |

L Watson snd Muude Witt in thelr
efforts to guln a claim upon which w
makKe a hume, as shown by the talk of
Puter and the reports of Loomis and
Ormsby

This completes in part and :uu;-m_v'

the story of the alleged comnection of
Senator Mitchell and Mr. Hermann with
the conspiracy

it Is wsupported by

the storijes of

some of those who have confessed, but |

it is corroborated
which bave not
made public at this time
coples of letters writen by
which were anved by Ogden, It i suid,
will be brought forward 1o prove what
was apparently hidden by Hermann
when be destroyed the record books
as he went out of the Land Ofice at
Washington Account books wrested
from Puter and letters to and from
various persons will also £0 to make
up the net which ls being woven by
prosecution and which has been

detatls
not be

in many
been and will

the

| guthered for two ysars past with tire-

less snergy Ly Colonel A. R. Greene, the
special inspector of the General Land
Office; W. J. Buras, of the Secrst Ser-
vice Department, and his assistants

Sorenson Tried to Bribe Hall.

The indictment agains: Sorenson
was made upon (he testimony of John
Hsil. who told Mr. Heney and Mr.
Burns that Sorenson came to him on
March 2§ and affered him $5000 to let
Walgamot and the rest o in the case
which was about to be tried

The grand Jury, after returning the

verdicts, was excused until January 10
at 1® co'clock, when 1t will
for the rest of the session

The United States Marshal was notl- |

fisd by the court to serve notice upon
those Indicted that thelr
the spame ar had been fixed in the other
cazex, MO0, and that they would be
Elven a convemient time in which to
return them to the court

Mr. Heney Goes to San Francisce.

Mr. Heney left last night for
Fruncisco, having been called to that
city by an Important case which bhe is
scheduied to argue on Janusry 1 He
will return in time to take up the con-
duct of the investigations before the
grand jury on the day It begina to
work sgain

Mr Buras will remain iz Portiand
during Mr. Haney's absence and will
continue his work during the vacation
time.

A number of the withesseg from
Washington left last night for thelr
homes baving fnished with thelr test!-
mony before the jary. All who have
been bafore the Jury will return o

Wencipded oo Page 2)

and |

Oregon olfice !ur'

the homesteaders |

reconvens ]

bonds were |

San |
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Hitchcock Will Remain
Secretary of Interior.

Attorney - General Must Now
Push Land-Fraud Trials.

He Has Been After Hermann for Two
Years and Has Now Bagged the
’ Big Game—_Mere Indictments
Will Drag in Smaller Fry.

| OREGONIAN NEWSE BUREAU, Wash-
flnnma_ Dec. A—Today's dovelopments

HI3 END ACCOMPLISHED

|

|

[us SOLID WITH PRESIDENT
| |

HS ADE G000

noon today gave an order to ax-
Fremler Baron Gauteh von Frankenthurn,
president of the Bupreme Court of Ae-
counts, and In the course of the after-
| moon & decTee was issued appointing him
| Premler. The othér members of the Cab-
| inet retaln thelr portfolics, but Count
| Blyandthreidt s appointed Minister of the
Interior, which portfollo was held jointly
| with that of Premler by Von "Koerber,
| and Privy Councllior Klein in made Chisf
of the Ministry of Justice, which post also
1 was held by the retiring Premier.
beld two

Ministers and presided over the first &
lberations of his Cabinet

The melection of Baron Gautch is
thought to Indicuts a continuance of the
policy of Dr. Von Koegber In endeavoring
to treat all nationalties impartially.

CONTENTS OF TODAY'S PAPER

The Weather.

TESTERDAY S—Mazximum temperatuze, 45

deg . minimum, M. Precipitation, 097 1z:h,
War In Far Esst,

mines and capture Sheogabyg

leave no doubt that Becretary Hitcheoock
will be reappointed SBecretary of the In-
terior on March L To a certaln extent
be has “made good" and bas brought
adout the indictment of Binger Hermann,
something he has besn striving to ac-
complish for two years. Hermann was
| his bighest objective; he was the largest
| game the Becpetary scught to bag asd it
Is hix boawt that he and his a

T -iounul.;m Port Arthur; they alwo oApture
Ugart of Pastung Moustals wall Page I

Rursia demies that crulsers of Pacific squadres
are peturning. Page 1.

How Russian scldlers fure in camp. Page L

Admiral Togo's address to spirits of departed
heross. Pape L

Coshmar wins fght for Vancouver Fostaffice,
Fage 1

have been ahle t0 gather evidence suffl-
| etent to insure Hermann's inflctment
| The Becrelary now washes his hasds of
| the came, saying It now rests with the
| Depertment of Jumtice. He has gathered
| the evidence—ii is up to the Atiornay-
| General to make That evidemce stick and
| secure comvictiona
“ If there “waa any doubt that the Presi-

ent has confidence In Hiwchoook, that
doubl was swept aside today when, large-
Iy becauss Hitcheock regquested it Hall
| waa removed without warning Hiltcheock
and Heney were convinoed that Hall stood
| between them and the indictment of Sen-
ator Mitchell Hitcheock declared only a
| few days ago tha: he was golng to get
Mitchell I aplte of all obstacies, and he
| declared at the wame time that he “al-

\ ready bad Hermann,” but he wanied to

| §et both wogelher.

From u remark which he made tomight
it ls evident that the climax in the lund.
| frand cases has Desn reached, Lhat (=, s0

far as Indlctmients are concarned. There
| will be other Indictments . but none of
men so prominent as Mitchell and Her-
mann,

Secritary Hitcheock In a sistement to-
nlght says:

“That is all bosh mbout there being
anything personal in my asctions toward
these two men or any others who have
figured in the investigations that have
boen in Progriss for two years In hunt-
ing down land fracds. Today's Indict-
menls ane the culminaton In the came of
ome, st least, of over two yvears' work.
There will be further investigatiogs, and
Ho person, man of woman, who has besn
gulity of defravding or aldiag 10 defrand
the Government of the publle domain will
be spased, be he high or low, rich.or
poor,

“The Investigation and prosecutions in
the land-fraud matter bave been In strict
accordance with the principle of clean
kovernmeat., for which Presldent Roose-
veit stands, and developments are coming
thick and fast b the catore of a vindl-
cation of the high principle of honest
Goveroment, represected by the Presl-
dent.  Javestigation has been conducted
| all ever the West and will be extended
further in all public land states '

HILL RETIRES TODAY.

New York Democratic Leader Really
Qut of Politics.

ALBARNY, N. Y., Deec. 31.—The retire-
menl of ex-Benator David B. HIll from
active politics, after 4 yemrs' uninter-
rupted particlpation in the Democratic
countily In this state and the Natlon, wiil
take effect tomorrow, according to the
authorized statement made through the
Associnted Press Augus: 33 last. upon the
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ST OAMTHE FORT

Japanese Capture Sung-
shu Mountain.

MINES ARE EXPLODED

Assault Quickly Follows and
Succeeds in an Hour.

RUSSIANS ARE ENTOMBED

Rescued by Japanese Who Take the
Gorge—Defenses of Port Arthur
Fall One by One Into Be-
siegers’ Hands.

TOKIO, Jan, 1 (1 A M)-—Sungsbu
Mountain (Canonia HIll) was stormed
and capturqd yesterday (Saturdsy) by
the Japaness forces besleging Port Ar-
thur.

Bungshu Mountain, the officlal name
of which s West Rihlung Mountain, Ia

ane of the ianer defenpes of Port Ar-
thur,

BY EXPLOSION OF MINES.

Japanese Biow Up Fort and Capture
It by Swift Assault.
TOKIO, Jan. @ (720 A. M—The War

| Department confirms the reported as-

|

| thrown wp By

thrests oause declines in slocks |

sauit on and eapture of Bungshu: Moun-
tain yesterday by the forces besieging
Port Arthur. The stitack began aflter
the capture of Rihlung Mountzin. At
first the attack falled on acoount of
the protection which the Hussians en-
joyed and the desperale character of
their defenne

Yeaterday at 10 A M. the Jupanese
expioded o gparies of mines and Imme-
dintely sssaulted the works, which
they emtirely ovcupled at 11 o'clock.
The Russians exploded aseries of'miness
a8 they retired. A peortlon of the gar-
rison retrasated southward.

Another portlon held the .gorge.
where they were buried by the debris
the explosioun of thelr
own mines.

CAPTURE ANOTHER POSITION
Japanese Blow Up Wall Near Panlung
Mountain and Rescue Russians.
TOKIO, Jan. 1 711 A. M.)—The Jap-
anese have rescued 162 Russlan sol-
diers who ware entombed in the gorge

of Bungshu Mountain.

The Japanase have exploded and cap-
tured a portion of the wall near Pan-
lung Mountain,

AWFUL HAVOC WROUGHT.
Japanese Bury 150 Russians by Ex-
plosion and Take Many Guna.
TOKIO, Jan. 1, 11 A M.—A telegram
from the besteging army at Port Arthur

recelved today says:

‘“*Through an opéning at ths entrance
into the bomb-proof gorge at Sungsha
Mountain all the entombed Russians were
gradually brought out The rescued num.
ber two officers and over 180 men

“According two the prisoners about 10
corpses are buried under the debris caumed
by the explosfon of our minsa The tro-
phles taken Include fisld and machine
guns not yet enumerated.

“At & o'clock Saturday morning our
sapping body In front of the east fort on
Panlung Mountain blew up & part of the
old Chinese wall and are now constructing
defense works there ™

HOW THE SOLDIERS LIVE.

Russian Correspondent Draws Favor.
able Word-Picture of Camps.
MUKDEN, Dee, iL—Nemirovitch
Danchénko, the famous Russian war
correspondent, wao has Just returpned
from an inspection of the guarters oc-
cupled by the Russian officers and

privates at the front, says:

'
i

THE MITCHELL INDICTMENT—
It alleges that John H. Mitchel]l and
Binger Hermann did, on Jasuary 2,
192, uniawfully and felonlously
conspire tlogether and with cach
other and with 8 A D. Puter, Hor-
ace G. McKinley, DL W. Tarpley,
Emma L. Watson, Salmon B. Orms-
by, Clark E Loomis Willlam ¥
Duvia and others, to defraud the
Government of the United States out
of a portion of its public lands, situ-
ated In townahip 11 south, of range
T sast, by means of forged and false
affidavita and fictitlous persons, and
that In the furtherance of such con-
spiracy €. A. D. Putpr did. on March
$ 191 pay to John H. Mitchell the
sum of 52000 to securse his influ-
ence with Bilager Hermann, then
Commisasioner of the General Land
Office at Wasbhington, and that in
furtherance af the consplracy
Mitchell dictated and caused to be
prepared the Puler aMdavita, know-
ing them to be false

THE HERMANN CONNECTION—
The indictment alleges that, acting
on the suggestion and the wish of
Senator Mitchell, and influenced by
him, knowing that the iransactions
were unlawful and felonious, Binger
Hermann used his power am Com-
missioner of the Geners! Land Of-
fice to expedite 12 ciaima In town-
ahip 11-7, and had them passed to
' patent when he knew them to be
| fllegnl nnd pot sccording to the re-
quirements of the law.

] THE SORENSON INDICTMENT—
J‘ It alleges that., on March I8, 1504,

E R e Ry

George Sorenson offered to John H.

Hall, District Attorney for the
/ United Btates In Oregon, the sum
of 35000 with Intent to Influence the
sald John H. Hall in his ofMcial cs-
pacity when acting on the indict-
ments returned against 8 A D
Puter, Horace (. McKinley et al
SENATOR MITCHELL'S STATE-
MENT—If an Indictment has been
returned against me, | am prepared
to meet it before a trial jury tmme-
diately, and In this connection, I
defy the prosecuting officer to pro-
duce against me one particle of
evidence worthy of A moment's be-
Hef. mrie tm dencunce this
prosscution against me a= the result
of & most damnable and cowardly
conspiracy, in which Secretary
Hiteheock and this man Heney are
the chief conspirators. . . .
BINGER HERMANNS STATE-
MENT—I believed the law had been
compiled with. I had no acqualn-
tance with the landa, no Intimacy or
assoclation with any of thoss to be
banefitted. no interest In the trans-
actions, direct or indirect, and had
no promise, no consideration no In-
ducement, and | scorn any sugges-
tions that [ ever hesitated to stand
by my sworn duty in this or any
other trust Imposed upon me The
indictment returmed agalnst me s
the result of the basest of conspira-
cles and maliclous persecution.
CAUFES FOR JOHN HALL'S RE-
MOVAL—It is alleged that United
States District Attorney Hall has
been a stumbling-black in the path
of the prosecution; that be bas tried
to obetruct the course of the In-

SUMMARY OF YESTERDAY’S DEVELOPMENTS IN LAND-FRAUD CASES

vestigation now belny carried on be-
fore the Federal grand jury; ihat
he has attempted to prevent certain
witnesses belng brought before the
grand jury and that he has in the
past shielded and recently has at-
tempted to shield those who wers
supposed to be gullty of crimes
against the Government.

STATEMENT OF FRANCIS J.
HENEY—Mr. Hall was removed by
my peérsonal request made (o the
President and for reasons which to
me were good and sufficient. Other
than that I do not wish to discuss
the matter at this time other than
to say that it was upon my own
personal regquast and recommends-
tion that Mr. Hall wus reappointed
on the day following the November
eloction, and at that time [ had ab.
sclute falth In his loyalty to the
enuse of the Government. 1 thought
it but fair to him that he should re-
ceive assurance of continuing in of-
fice, knowing as [ did the path
which the Government would take
in the land-frand developments

WHAT MR, HALL SAYS—1 40 not
know upon what charges the Pregi-
dent has taken the actlon he has,
but T do know that I can prove to
any fair-minded mun I am ianscent
of wrong. The office Is of little mo-
ment to me, but my good name s
precious, and I will leave no stone
unturned to prove Lo the people of
Oregon that my honor is untouched
by rveproach and untarnished by
wrong dons in ofice. [ will prove
that 1 have been made the Victid of
misrepresantation and of falsehood.

A e B S S B o I S R R I S S
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that afforded by the
army that settlad down
battle of Lino Yang
now resting south of
men jive In dugouts,
are

that there are only five officers to a
hut and that the Iatter contain more
decorations, there {s little difference
between the men's and the officers’
quarters.

"Everybody is well fed and comfort-
able Tie dugouts are all shell-proot
and sach has a stove, with aleeping-
ledges around the sides, The men are
provided wilh bedding, warm under-
wear, mostly of Chinese manufacture,
and better Chinews boots than can be
bought In Russia. Bath houses are
provided, ene for the officers and ooe
for men of each company. The watsr |
is heated twice weekiy, the separate
lnundry houses are -  always supplied
with hot wuter and there {5 no damp-
ness in the bulldings set apart for
the waahing and drying of clothea.

“Ofticérs and men partake of the
same fare, which ia distriduted twice
dally In bix coppers from the camp
kitchena A ration consists of u pound
of meal and two and & half pounds of
bread. ' with tes twice a day. There
are short rations of sugar, but the
only shortages observable are sugar,
leather, sewing materials and road-
ing matter. Ewveryone would appre-
ciate books and papers. Every print-
ed sheet s read. oven the advertise-
menis.

*“The postal facilities are poor. Most |
of the officers have not heard from
European Russia for a long time.
Since the wires have been reserved for
milltary and press use, private tale-
Srams have all been forwarded by
mall from Irkutak,

“There Is lttle sickness, owing to |
the taken with the drinking
water. There in & guard at each well
Some companles have been compellad |
0 use water from the Shahke River. |
Water parties go to the bank un- |
armed. There Is a geosral truce pro-
tecting waler parties of both sides,
and much chaff betwesn Russians and
Japaness Is exchanged across thas |
river. |

“The tempersture ls six degrees be- |
low zere, (Fahrenhelt), and s ex-
pected to be colder™

ADDRESSES THE HERO DEAD.

Admiral Toge Tells Their Spirits Re-
sults of Their Sacrifice.
TOKIO, Dec. IL—At the funeral here
today of sevoral officers and men whe
were killed while fAghting under him
in attacks on the Port Arthur fleet and
fortress, Viee-Admira! Togo addressed

thelr apirita In the following words;

“As T'stand before your spirits I can
hardly express my feelings. Your per-
sonalities are freah In my memory. Your
Corpurenl rxistence has coased, but your
passing from this world has been In the
gallant discharge of your duty, by virtue
of which the ensmy's fleet on this side
of the world has been completely dis-
abled. and odr combined feet holds un.
disputed command of the sens

“l trust this will bring pescs and rest
Lo your spirite

“It s my agreeabls duty to svall my-
s2ll of my presence In this city, whither
I have been called by our Emperor, to
render & raport of our suocesses fo the
mpirits of (hese who sacrificed thelr earth.
Iy existence In the ditalnment of a0 Im-
portant & result as that above rendered

“Most hunbly me In person,

“HETHACHIRD T0GO,
“Admiral of the Combined Flests ™

COST OF WAR TO RUSSIA.

Official Statemant Places Total for
1904 at $364,000,000.

PARIS, Dec. 3l.—In connection with the
apprpaching Rusalan war joans in Pnru,[
the following Interesting statement of the
Ruselan war fAnances was furnished to
the Associated Press
highest xource:;

“The experse of the war up to Novem-
ber 3 amounts to JXE000.000. of which
16000000 was for the army, $45000,00 |
for the navy and RE5000 for -:a:hmn|
military requirements, making about $22.-
00900 per muonth,

“The outstanding credits up to the same
time were $MN00M0, of which 3 000 .
W0 was for the scrmy, BLAGHO for the
navy and 2000000 for miscelluneous ex-
penses. That makes the totu]l war ex-
penditures for the year $364, 000,000,

“The statement ilen shows that the
treasury possesses 314800000, and tha!l
there in a stock of gold amounting to 330~
00,000 to secure the note clrcolation, The |
stalement concludes:

“It s quite probahle that Russia will
resort to ancther joan In 1906 of about an
egqual mmount to those of 1304L A por-
tion will b placed in Berlin during the
first quarier and the balance at Parin™

today from

NAVY-YARD IN DANGER. |
Marines and Bailors Extinguish Two |
Mysterious Blazes. |

PHILADELPHIA. Dec 3l.—Hundreds of |
marines and sailors, buckétls Ip hand. ald-
ed the Navy-Yard Fire Department and
the crew of the Govermment tug Modoc |
in fghting two smail fires of mysterious
origin at League Island, sparks (rom |
which threatened 1o deatroy the great dry-
dogk In course of comatruction lust night.
The fires started within an hour of sach
oither, on the platform of a towering
wooden crane on the bank to the west of
the drydock. The crane, 115 feet high, |
was saved by a party of marines, 'Iho|
climbed up the blasing structure and
fought the fire at ¢los= range. Four ma-
rines were overcome by amoke and two
sallors from the Denver In thelr SREETTIEE
to reach the scene, fell Into the river.
They were rescued.

Hear-Admiral Dickens, the commandant,
probably will appuint & boand of inquiry
and have 3 thorough investigation mude as |
to the catuse of the fires. The marine
Suard was at once doublad

Japan WIll Mever Yield.

LONDON, Dec. 31.—Thig war will
end when Russia aszks for terms of
peiace or, In the contrary event, when
the last Japanese creature of sither
s=x, capable of bearing arms, dies
Aghting agalnat her” Sueh was the |
smpbatic declaration of Arthur Diosy,
F. R G 8, founder of the Japan Bo
clety, this week Intervention he re-
garded as practieally out of the ques-
tion; Japan would mke care not to So
swindled a second time.

| repruach,

Summary Action by

the President.

BY ADVICE OF HENEY

Men in Land Frauds.

HAMPERED BY FRIENDSHIP

—_——

Was Reappointed That He
Might Safely Prosecute.

HE DENIES WRONG-DOING

United States District Attorney Will
Have Chance to Clear Himself,
and Declarea He WIll Prove
Charges False.

OREGONIAN NEWB BUREAU. Wash-
ington, Dec, 3. —President Roosevelt to-
day directed the absolute removal of John
H. Hall, Urited States District Attorney
for the District of OUregon. The action
was wmken at the request of Francis J.
Heney, who has been conducting, as the
nominal assistant of Mr. Hall the/
traud cases in Oregon.’ .

The announcement of thia actiea .
made by Attorney-General Moody ss
was leaving the White House after a o
ference with the President. Mr. Moody
clined to state what the charges ngal
Mr. Hall were, If any. but did say
it was Ior the good of the serviod
dispense with him, partictlarly in
to the conduct of the land-flacd
now being {ovestigated In Oregon.

Eariter In the day Benalor Fultom
a conferencs with the President on |
fraud subjects, bift @acilndd to stata
he thought of the removal of Mr.
or whether his visit bad to do with
action of tha Presideat.

Why Hall Was Reappointed.

Mr. Hill was indorsed by MT. 315
for resppointment some time ago, it. b=
ing the opinfon of Mr. Heney that falr
piny should be given Mr. Hall in the trial
of the land-fraud case. At that time It
was suggested by Mr Heney to the Pres-
ident that owing to the powerful nfiu-
ences that would be brought to bear upon.
the conduct of the cases when they cams
to triz]l or before Indictment, and as he
knew what was coming in the case of the
Government, it would hardly be falr to
Mr, Hall to be compelled to conduct the
cases when be had no assurance that his
position would be permanent. provided he
had to wait for the recommendation of the
Oregon delegation.

This view of the matter was accepted
by Attorney-General Moody and by the
President, and Mr. Heney was authorized
to announce to Mr. Hall that he would
be reappointed immedlatsly aftar elaction.
Mr, Hail's notice of appolntment came the
day following the election, without any
advice being asked from the Oregon dele-
gution In regard to the action.

Accused of Shielding Guiity.

Of late, however, it is reported, friction

has arisen in the conduct of the cases

| now being Investigated at Portland, and

Mr. Heney has assumed full control of
the Goverpment's work Before the grand
jury. He has st last asked for Mr. Hall's
removal for the betterment of the serv-
fee, though no charges which he has made,

| if he has roade any. will be divuiged by
| the officials here.

It is reported, howesver, that the &y
of the office under Mr. Hall bas
under investigation for some time by.
Government officials, and reports -
been made that Mr. Hall has
gulltly men from [nvestigation bee
they ware friends of his; that fforta K
been made (o prevent evidence m
the grand Jury, and that it has Been at.
templed to prevent certnin persons from
going before the grand Jury with thelp
evidence

Chance to Clear Himself.

The President has announced that It g
bis Intention to give Mr. Hall a chanse
to explaln away any charges which sy
have been made against him as 500m ag
the land-fraud cases have been put out
of the way. If he clenrs himself of any
b= may be considered for pe-
appointment. but in thut case he will
have to be recommended as though he

| had never held the affice

Wil Try Russian Murderer.
SHANGHAI Jan. L—The trial of the
saflor belonging o the Russian crulser
Askold, who December 15 murdered a
Chinese on the Bund as the result of &
disputs over payment for the kire of o |

| Jinriksha, will be commenced “uesday at

the Russinn Consulate. The R fan Con-
suiate wili Be advised by a Chinese as-
SeSSOT.

North Sea Commission Complete.

PARIS, Dec. 11 —The Foreign OfMice bas
been offivislly sdvised that Admiral Baron
Spaun, of the Agstro-Hungary navy. han
been acceptad as the Afth tember of the
International Commisxion which s to In-
veafigata the North BSex Incident. thus
completing the organtzaton of the com-
mission,

Oliver E. Pagin, special assistant aftop-
ney In the Department of Justics,' will
be sent to Portland td assist Mr. Henay iy
hin comduct of the cases now undér copn-
sideration and to help In bringing any
further Indictments which may be made
porsibie by the svidence guthered by the
Gavernment.

CAUSE OF THE REMOVAL.

Made at Heney's Request Becauss
Personal Ties Checked Action,

District Attorney Hall has been re |
moved from his office by the President,

'!mm«umumm-mum.l.uuh




