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esus Spent His Boyhood

Nazareth, Its Environment, History and Traditions; the
Goal of All Christian Pilgrims
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we filled with tender rev-
are privileged to look

lng* where he dwelt, and
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to stand wpon ¢ threshold of his home
and think of the boy who spent a quiet,
uneventful life, doubtiess doing many kind
deosds of kindness and ever 4dutiful and
obedient In a lund where the tie between
parent and child is most sacred.

Ax we euter the “workshop oi Joszph.”
whether we accepl the =ito or not, we at
once pleture 10 oursejves the gentle lz4
standing by carpenter’s banch lending
a heiping hand

The siory which first endears thls vil-
lage to us is that of annunciation
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was to 4 maiden of this town tha
ange! gave s wondrous message

a strange A that we do not bhe
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plaina are villagea ov (13
tarest—-Naln, Cana, Endor and Jexres)

At the foot of the mountains
In & basin of 80 feetl above the sen
and 4% above the plaln, carefully
cluded from the outer world, liss the 1t
of Nasareth, nestling Hollow
on the hill

1t Is significant that be who
of seclusion for 3 years wshould
dwelt In this most sheltered of vi
all Palestine. Perhaps the
tlon: of the town accounts
ark: "Can = good thing come out
Nazareth ™ Bome « has well sald
“he who made all things out of noth
came from & place thal had no history.”

Where Jesus Meditated.
On the fovely hilis around
town Jesus probably spent many an T
and bustle
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of repose far above the din
of the srowd bolow, away from all the
misery and wickedness of the town. He

could gaze peacefully on wonderfual
landscape befare him and meditate on
| hlx preat mission to manking,

The most promiagent buliding In Naz-
aroth is the Latin convent rising above
the other bulldinge, appearing ke some
grear mediasval castle Towaring above

It is & peculls til the time
of dhe great Constantine there were no |
Cheistians living in Nazareth, mor pil- |

grims to vieit 1t untll the sixth century.
In % twe churc were bullt here—ane
over Mary's housse and ..e other over the
sile of the annunciation.

After the enpture of
cred the O der bullt

Tud-
Naz-

Jerusmlem,
a ohurch in

areth, bgt Sultan Blbaro destroyed It in
13S A. D It lay in ruins tH] 420, when
the great Fakhr-ed-Id gnve the Fran-
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that
t= in

clncasns leave to rebudl
the grotio of the ann
hands of the Latins,
furioh. the alte of the birthplace of the
Virgit, = five miles away from Nazaneth,
There are rauins of A Crusader's cestis on
& hill adbdve a village

Valley of Nazareth,
The Plain of Esdraeion, above which is
situated the village of Nasareth, is 30 miles
wide and @ This is o deltghtiul

now
the

.

spot in a delightful land It s a re-
markebie piatn, having been the hattle-
fisld of patione, mnd one of the mast

baautiful In the world for extent and fer-
ey, as well as for its great historieal
interert. It takes four hours to cross It
Above tim pisin rise three great mountains
an though guarding the piain,

From the hiiltops above the village one
sees the most magnificent view ju all

it i a Turkish minaret, giving the town
& touch of Oriental gruce. Even here the
slar and cres t glitters beside the cross
Christ. Tall palms wave thelr green
branches above the white bufidings and
stately cypreases stand llke dark pllinrs,
forming an effective background

Is with p feeling of revermnca that
one approaches Nasareth and one is fillad
sens¢ of love for
s which saw bls presence, and these
vales where his volce se often respunded
The position of the town s very remark-

of

1t
it

able. Unlike Bethlehem and Hebron, Lhe
viflluge of Nazareth does not stand out

picturesquely on the hilltopss but lies in

the basin and on the stead slope of the |

to which it clings ke an amphithe-
Blet

The hill o1 which i{ stands i conspleu-
ous for Its height in the line of rocky hill-
tops enclosing the wvallsy of Esdrasion
Bome of the bulldings opn the hill seem 1o
hang over the preciploe, others are
among the verdure in the ravine

hsif
hidden
below,

The hill rioes (00 foot above the valley.

| We can 'magine the boy Jesus oflen citmb-

ing wp the hill to view the distant moun-
tains and the blus sen, and to look oo the
vast sCenery whicth had so much histor-
fenl tnderest for Bim for the Dbold oluv

| overhangiag Esdraeion commands & grand
sviow,

Nasareth §s the chisf commercial town
of Galfiea. It ly the market of exclinnge
between Acru and Halfa and the Beda-
wWeans.

Renan expressed hin feelinga about Ras-
arcth 3y sarfur that "m0 nlecs in the

Here | wor

thise everjast- |
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id was so wall adapted w dreams of
ute happiness.™

interesting site In Nasareth
5 stun the outskirte of the villnge
i= the untain of the Virgin." Thia
spot brings the tenderest thoughts
minds. It i¢ Bere that the boy
Jesus must have coma dally with his
mother hearing the plicher to be flled
with wnter for the lttle home

pretty

Lo our

We can pleture him helplog her snd
dolng deeds of kindness at the village |
well iping the nesdy and offering his
youthful strength to the aged or blind
te N1l thelr water pots.

The Latin Convent sitands on the sits
belleved by the Franclseang 1o be that
of the Annunciation.
by high walis. The gateway leads to
a large courtyard, where pllgrims in
blue serge gowns fastened by a leath-
er girdls pace up and down telling
thelr beads

The church s somber
looking The sound chanting and
the odor of incense issues Torth at the
hours of wespers and matins
church i about 70 feet square, divided
into alsles by massive plers support-
ing & vaulted roof

The great shrine below s reached by 15
steps. Here is a vestibule of 35 feat
in width and 10 deep In the sanotyum
is a marbie glab, where g cross marks
the spot of the angel's sppsarance to
the Virgin., A broken cloumn bangs
suspended from this roof. Thin is the
work of the infidel. Miraculous storles
| are told about the strange position of

and solemn
of

this lumn.

The whole sanctum and vestibgle are
paved in marbie. The lighkt of many
|ﬁJJ\'t_ * inmps shed & dim radiance over
the faces of plons wmonks on bended
| knee, offering fervent paternosters to
| the Virgin Mary. Al around sre pil-

the aitar,

others

Erime, some before
the marble floor,
from the
ston¢s theéy have broken off the rocks
| an precious relica AbVove the aitar is
| & painting depicting the tradition of
the site It was donated by the Em-
press of Austria

Behind the Grotto of the Anpuncla-
tion are several chambers hewn in the
rock. Ome of these Is "Mary's Kltch-
en. Further i= room, the door

returning

n

It ts surrounded |

The |

kKissing |

Cave of Our Lady carrying |

of which Iz wailed up now. The monks |

tell us it was through this door that
the Virgin passed out to the vilinge
well
Bulidings With Traditions.

There s a story told about this
| “Holy Hduse” bhaving been earried by
angels from Nasareth to Loreto, . in
Ttaly, where it =tands today for the

'txfneﬂl of dewout worshipers who can-
not go to Nasareth'

Ansther site which s reverently
guarfed Is the traditional workshop of
| Joseph. Above it is a Latin church, In

which n lerge painting represonts the

child Jesus

bench.
Asnpther chaos] near by io & vaulied

heiplng Joseph at the

»
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cave exhibits the “Table of
whare he oftan had supper with his
disciples. The table is a solld rock
projecting three foet from the floor. |
large church dtands over the site
of the synagogies where Christ taught,
and a high <l overhanging the valley
pointed out as the “"Mount of Pre-
elpitation” from whence the people
wished to east him when angered by
his dootrine

Thaugh Josephus wrote of Gallleg as
being covered by towns with not less
than 1600 Inhabitanip each, vet today |

Cnrist.” |
p

A

is

| there are not more than 700 or 800 In-

habiitants in Xazareth The greater |
number are Christians belonging to the
Greek and Latin churches.

Being a Clristian town, the women
go unvellsad. The Nagarenas are re-
matrkahls for their beauty. They are
& noble, uprizht people, and are proud
of the fact that they are treading on
soil made sacred by the feet of Jemus.

At the Virgin's fountaln thess lovely |
mildens come gracefully dearing thelr
pitehers on thelir heads. Hers they |
meat and hear the néewy of the day. |
This fountaln is really the only ocer- |
taln relic of the days of Jesus The |
Greaks, in opposition to the Leatins, |
have bullt a church over it, stating |
that it was here that the angel brought |
the great news to the Virgin while she
was filling her pitcher at the well

A "Fountain of the Annunciation™ is
certninly mentioned in the apocryphal
Gospel of St James

The fountain receives water from the
Wi, and never runs dry. It overfiows |
and sends rivulets to the gurdens.
Doubtless this spring flowed here 3500 |
years ago, Here are olive groves, vine-
=ards, fig trees and pomegranates. with |
thelr scarist blossoms, and thousands of

LATIN CHURCH BUILT OVER THE S| TE OF THE HOUSE OF JESUS AND M ARY IN NAZARETH.

wild flowers adornimg the spot where | Solitude and meditation he grew and |

the boy Jesus drank from ths stream |
and restad by the shade of the treds.

Filled With Memories of Christ.

One cannol walk through the atreets
of Nazareth or linger at the fountaih |
or wander among the alive groves
withoul thinking of him who aa a child
trod these very paths, ‘and whose name
is forever linked to the little village,
giving it a glory for Christian- pii- |
grims and visitors throughout the agea |
to come. The whole locality id filled
with memories of him.

Tere this wondrous c¢hild grew up i !
the obsourity of his simple home,
working In Joseph's ahop, with no fur-
ther means of education than the He- |
brew Scriptures and the grand book of |
natare around him In the plains and
nills of Gallies,

Wheat historical memories must have
filisd his mind as he gased on these
hilis! Here took place the touching ln-i
cidents In the lives of David and Jon- |
athan. Here Eljah and Eliska had |
thelr wondrous experiences, and here

were fought many baitles by larael
He would jearn mapy Iimportant

truths by meditating on the past his-

tary QL his ruce and here ln this quiet

r

waxed stroag In spirit and incressed
in wisdom and stature.

Though he was only taught from Lhe
Jewish Law and 4Id not mix with the
multitudes of & city. yet he smerged
from this qulet village Jife knowing all
things. and being the truth and lght
ftasll. Thus Jesus of Nazareth has
heen and alwal will be the greatest
miracle of histor
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When the Cowboy
Speaks in Epigrams

TEWART EDWARD WHITE,
S ing In the Qullook, says that
cowboy has two kinds of vivid speech,
one dependent on the apt use af a siu-
gle word. the othar conaisting of ¢iab-
orate phrase with humorous Intentlon

A cowboy once told of the nrrival of

BEN-OLIEL.

a tramp by saying, “Ha “asifted into
camp.” Could any wverb bs more ex-
pressive? Does it not convey exsectly
the lazy, careiess, ocut-at-heels shuf-

filng gait of the “hobo"?
Again & range cook, objeclng to pur-

writ-
| “putting on too much

acquaifitance. “Jim? Qh, poor old Jim
For the Ianst week r 50 he'a boon |
nothing but an in=s iflcant atom of
humanity hitched to o ball”™
Occaslonally & stralght sentence in
{ Mdiomatic English cumea out In the

l

poseleas idling about him fire, shouted |

“If you fellows come moping around
hers any more, 1'll sure make vou hard
to cateh ™

“Fish In that pond, son? Why, therea's
some fish in there big enough to rope,

another advised.

"I guit shoveling.” one

story of his [ife

sse nothing ahead I
dirt™ Tha same min described g
Ing as “looking at o mula's
day.”

One of the most succinct
the motifs of fletlon was o
old fellow who looked over
as T was rending B novel
said he “what they doing
or killing ™"

Speakmg of

epitomes o

now
A companion

AWRERer
boy sald, “"He walks ilike a man 1 &
new suit of wooden underwear And
in answar ta an lnquiry as to a mutual

Wil

midst of cowboy lingoe. “If your Lrains
weora all made af dynamite, you counldn’r
blow e top of your head off,” sald

| sald

P

little horse'il
will
u

throw yod
build nests
coms down,”

one. “That
wo high the blackbirds
before

in your
other
ana
a camp fire,
who talked

'.;'”-u.,' ¢
Erew

a group of men gathersd
all silent except &
a good deal about
one of the COW-

of hiz bragging,

In A

about

punchers tired

and drawled
1z y won, If £ to say some-
blg, wl you naay ‘ele-
his country.,” said an old “al-
k&l ‘thar is more cows and less but-
ter more Tivers and less water, and
you kin see farther and sees less than
in any oth coutitry in the world.

Something New In Manufactures.

“You say Charley Spender is a man-
ufacturer? | thought -he waa just &
plaln loafer. What line Is he In?"

“He makes trouble for his father, ™
Cincinnat! Commercial-Tribune,

The Mocking-Bird Woman.

ywaoed 4 small mocking

4 me, this is shocking!
» It Is Christmas Eve,
And T really deliove
The poor creature Bas not got & stocking.™




