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The First International Kite-Flying Contest

Dr. Bell, of Telephone Fame, and Major Baden-Powell
Among the Contestants.

spondence of the Sunday Oregonian.)

~That the kite Is no mere toy., but
that it ranks with the balloon In strate-
#ic importance as & factor In war, as
well as In sclentific enterprise, was dem-
onstrated st the World's Falr jamt week
in the first intermational kite-fiying con-
temt ever held

Entries wore recefved from all parts
of the United States and Engiand and
one from Japan for the contest which
took place October 17 and M and in
which the prizes offéered by the falr ag-
Frogated §£EN). Among the 18 entries were
men of international reputation, such as
Major Baden-Powell, of the English army,
who came ail the wny from London to
participate, and Professor Alexander
Graham Bell, the lnventor of the tele-
phone, M. Crusuks was the ocontestant
from falr Japan.

Among aeronauts the kite fs regardod
as essentin] to the sclution of serial navi-
gation, and 1t ik inleresting to nots that
Americans and Engllshimen are devoling
thelr onergies to the constroction of sue-
cemsful kites and gliding machines, whiie
the Prench have resorted to the alrship
ides and are working with the gas bag
It is sdmittad by Prench seronauts, how-
ever, that the uss of the balloon la only
A means to an end and that in dus time
the gan bag will be sliminated egtirely
from the fiying machine While the
French arce gotting into the alr first and
triving toward the final eolimination of
the gur bag. such Americans es Professor
Langley and Alexander Graham Bell are
beginning at the root of the problem In
e effort to produce the self-supporting
neroplane. The kite ts the means to this
end from the American viewpoint.

Practical Uses of the Kite.

The pra ! uwés of the kite In ita
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lifting for general purposess where & bal-
loon 1s unawvallable, for photographing
with or without an occupani, for drop-
ping expiosives, for signaling from tor-
pedo-boats or other Jow craft at sea, for
wircless telegraphy, and for meteoro-
logical observations. The exhibit con-
tests at the World's Falr have served 1o
glve only a suggestion of what may be
sccompllahed at sea or over & battisfleld

There wers two classes of compstition
in the World's Falr tourney—one for an
altitude of 50 feet, to be reached with a
Hne of W8 fest in length and one for the
greatesi helght attnined by a single kite
tc be not Joms than & mile, with any
length of lne. All kites were sent up
simultaneously. t! operators belng sta-
tloned 150 fest apart, so as not to nter-
fere with ons another.

The $3500 offered as prizes was divided
as follows: In the mile-high contest, first
prise, $800; second 50; thind, £200. In the
Bi-foot contest, first prige, $500; second,
$3%; third, 3200,

The heights of the kites were measursd
trigonometrically, the altitudes being de-
termined by quadranis for measuring the
angles, from the end of the string at the
Eround to lis point of stiachment to the
kite.

Although I kites were in the air on
Monday, the first day of the Lourney, no
decision was given, becauss of the unsat-
isfactory conditions. Major Baden-Powell,
A. R Knabenshue and Thomas 8. Bald-
win were nol representsd in the fNight
because they wers to ruiee their
kitea in time. The contest was unsatis-
factory to the judges and contestants in
many ways, &8 thers was fouling, which
the rules of the contest had notl provided
against. To cbviate these difficulties and
to tnsure perfect conditions In the second
tricls additional rulsa were adopted.

The mecond day's contemt with 50 feet
of line was satisfactory in every way,
except for a diversion created by two of
the hexagon kitea, thoss of Major Baden-

i
present stuge of development are mnany
v be enumerated as follows: Man.

Powell and Carl Mevers, btresking away
and saliing off ahead of the wind. This

the World's Falr were not the kind which
takes you back to your boyhood days
when you rigged up a kite with a fow
sticks and & newspaper and a long tafl
was caussd by the snapping of the wires
which held them nttached to the reels
in the hands of the operators. The flight
was held In the moming from the Stadlum
and Aeronautic fleld and the Kkites were
In the alr two hoyra, reaching wvarious
beighta, at which angles were taken by
tha judges.

In the rmlle-high contest. which was
flown in the afternoon, the kites were
sent almost out of aight amonyg the clouda.
Only one mecident occurred to mar this
fight This was when the kite of Silus
4. Conyonne, of Chicago, which was con-
veaying between G600 and 7000 feot of wire,
broke away and was lost from =ight.

The list of contestants Is as follows:
Major Baden-Powell England; M. Cro-
suka, Japan: W. A. BEddy, Bayonne, N.
J.: 3. B and C. B Wardell, Stamford,
Conn.; Raymond Anglemire, E N, Her-
bert, Silus J. Conyonne, Chicagn: H. B.

Marshall, J, T. Tatout, Wilam King, J.
Condon, Taylor Carroll and J. J. Lawis,
Meyer, Frankfort, N.
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Y.: Thomas 8 Baldwin, San Francisco,
snd A. H. Knabenshue, Tolado, O.

The kites entered In the contests at
mads from the contents of the famlily

rag-bag. The aclentific kite is mueh)
larger and Is comstructad on many differ- '
ent lines, all of which ellminate the tall
The tetrahedra]l kite of Professor Bell,
which was not entered In any of the con-
tosts at the Fair, but was flown separate-
ly In exhidbition, s considered! the most
wonderful Kite ever constructed. This Is
due to the fsect that experiments have
proved that itz lifting power Is far
greater than any other kite known. It
is comstructed of four six-foot triangies,
each triangle being fllad with smaller
ten-inch triangiss. The kita ham & of
these separate triangies, two sides of
each triangle belng coverad with «ilk fac.
ing on the contact aids. Those tetrahe-
dral kites are so powerful that the large
sizes are more than ons man can handle,
Two men were iifted off their feet by a
kite of Intermediate size one day, and
they saved thamselves from a severes fall
only by promptly letting go the rope. It
is the purpess of Professor Bell to carry
his experiments forwand to the point of
determining just what may be dons with
the tetrahadral kita as a flying machine

For a kits that will support a man and a
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moter In & ten-mile bresse, ns this kite
has done, will probably also support the
man and the moter when driven forward
by the latter at the rats of ten miles an
hour.

Major Baden-Powell, of the English
army, i one of the most enthusiastio
kiti=sts Jn the world today. He brought
several of his kites to the Fair, the larg-
est of which i rectangular in shape and
contuing 110 sguare feet of contact sur-
face, the framework. being formed of 13-
foot bamboo poles. bd

The jurors in charge of the World's
Falr contests were men of international
reputation, namely: Professor A. 1.
Rotch, of Blus Hill Observatory, Harvand
University: Dr. Von Techudl, of Ger-
many, and Colonsl J .E, Capper, of Lon-
don, head of the ballooning departmant
of the English army.

FRANK L. MERRICK.

Ambiguous,
Loutsville Courfer-Journal,
“J. Pilerpont Morgan” says & contem-
porary, “announces that he Is golng to
taks a rest’” A rest or the rest?

ositing of the Bal

lot for President

Voting Machine the Latest Evolution—How the Greeks
and Romans Exercised the Franchise.

HE 150000 wvoters who will cast
T thefr ballotz on November £ will
vots in all sorts of ways and sndor
& great variety of regulations
The Constitu ) e Lhat “'all elec
tions shall be b3 jot,"” but If this were
interpretod Mierul al! who have tha right
to vots would go to the polls and drop
into specified receplacies Hitle balls, such
&e usad in our ciob elections
The earlicat users of the ballot for vot-
ing purposes were the Greeks, who nt
thelr elections dropped into an urn or
box, balls bearing appropriate marks
Bometimes they utilized stones and sholls
for the same purpose, but even thess
crude methods w more progressive
than thoss sti alning in some of our
own stales nssurad a4 secrel vote,

w h ballot ref wrs in this country
have been fighting for these many years
past. And spesking of these voting shells
("omtrakon™i of the Grecks, doubtiess you

o that ti v us our word
Whe became ob.
noxjous w the Groe) ook a wecret
vote 88 10 whet gid be driven
into exile or not, by casting thelr shell
ballots,
Firet Ticket Baliots Roman.

Voting by ticket was an invention of the
Romans. If the vots concerned a change
in the law the heta were marked SV
T." the Initial } ™ of the Latin words

EEPrOSEing OOnsd to tha new proposd-
tion, or A, expréssing adberenc

old lnw In s o public
these ancient Roaman tickets bore the can-

difdniés” names The Romans passed a
law reguiating secret voting as eariy as
I B, T, but long before this. even. the
popular assemblies voted by ballot.

Throughout the middls ages these forms
ol voting ob d, especially the colored
balls, Sometimes the division of those
was by boxes, with mouths together, and
s hooded that no bystander could ses In
which the ball was dropped Another
method was to drop into the same box a
white or black ball, according to the

Jyole,

Ticket hallots were used In America be-
fore they were adopted even by Emgland.
Thégo were the “papers’” which figured
In New England clections during the earty
Colonis] day», nnd which the Pligrim
Futhers are supposed to have seen first In
Holisnd,

Our First Elections.

Frinted - baliots gradually came Iinto
vogue As our civillaation progressed, and
are now general in almost all constitu-
tonal countries. But in most of the states
of our Unlon, during more than & guarter
century following the establishment of the
government, the state Legialatures “ap-
paintad” the Presidential slectors, and the
people voind only directly for them, thelr
cholce being expressed by thelr votes for
the members of the Lagisiatures. Bouth
Carolina adbered to this practice even
until the beglaning of the Civil War, Pre-
¥ious o 18M each eclector votsd for two
candidates for President. The one who
recelved the largest number of votes was
declared President; the pext largest Vice-
Presiéent. But in that year, the Constl-
tution having been amended, sach elector
voted for a President and Vice-Preoaident
Kot ontil I&4 did It become general for

woters to cast helr ballots directly for

books show the popular vote prior to that
year, when "0ld Hickory™ was ths suo-
cessfu] candidate,

M hs clapsed before the public knew
the resnlt of these old-time elections,
whoreas on the SBth of next month an slac-
ton throb will probably enlighten the
whole jand on this point before midnight,

Candidates Supplied Tickets.

Our first ballots wers turnished by the
candidates themselves who had o pay for
the printing and distribution. Practically
ry man at the polls could sae how ev-
other man had vot Henchmen of
candidates hung about the polling places
&nd pressed thelr Hitle tickets upon ar-
riving voters

The “party ballot” was the next step.
The cost of printing and distributing the
tcketls was footed up by the political or-
ganizations, and thelr agents now ap-
proached the volters with thelr bundies of
tickets. This form of ballot did much to
build up the great political parties, but
was a prolific source of corruption

But it =0 happensd that in 1%6 expert.
ments in voting had been made in South-
orn Australin, although wind of the in.
novation did not reach our shores for
some years afterward. Out of this experi-
ment grew the famois “Australlan ballot
tem.” It embodied a “state ticket”
nted ut the expenss of the government
Eiven to the volers by a special of-
fickal, Privacy to those who cast these
ballots was secured by voting booths or
inclonsd stnlla

Agitation for “bakiot reform™” was not
commenced with vigor tn this countr
until 1857, It was n reaction against

the corruption, bribery and intimidation
which had Jong obtained at the polis,
It resulted In the gradoa! adoption by
many siates of the Australian ballot
aystem. Good effects were immediate
wherever the method was adopted. There
was better order and decency at the poil-
ing places, diminution of fracd snd intim-
fdation.

Blanket Ballot.

The “blanket ballot” came into vogue
with the Australlan system All candl-
dates’ nemes are, under this method,
printed on the same ticket, sometimes
in alphadetical order” irrespective of par-
tr. Ip some sixtes there are “‘party col-
umns" headed each by the emblem of the
party—ususlly the saglo of the Repuhbli-
cans the siar of the Demoecrais, et
The iMiterats voter places his mark at
the heed of his party colums, as Indl-
cated by the emblem, and 1t is thus
neceasary for him to vote a “stralght
tickeL™ The blanket ballot s favored by
the party organisations because it en-
courages this “straight” party voting—
L e, for the entire ticket—and disoour-
ages “scratching,” or Independent voting.
But In New Jersey each voter hss found
in the booth stacks of tickets, each rep-
resenting a differsnt party. He s=lects
his ticket, soals It In & biank anvelope
and places it in the ballot box after leav-
ing the booth

The Australian ballot system was in use
In 38 states during the frst McKinley-
Bryan election. In the coming contest
it wili be used by all states and terri.
torles except the two Carclings. Okla-
boma, New Mexico and parts of Georgia
England saw fts value as early «a 150,
when it was adopied for school board
alections, and introduced it for elections

Frestdoutial eloctors; bence 5o reference |
#
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however, marks & rTecent step In prog-
ress even beyond the simple Australian
srstem, of which It Is the outgrowth,
and all of whoee virtoes It retalns, add-
ing valuable Innovations

That we should vote by machinery is
not surprizing In an age when our meals
are dispensed, our dishes washe our
shoes “shined,” our confectiona sald, our
newmpaper bulletins written and posted,
our ciphering done, our clothes laundered,
and countless other lttle odd jobs or
glgantic feats are done for us by pursly
mechanical agents—an ages which has mc-
tually givem birth to thought-saving ma-
chipes

The wotlng machine In one form or
another, will be used at the ocoming
election In ten states—Malne, Connecti-
cut, New Jersey, Ohlo, Indlana lowa,

to parilament Two yeprs lster.
| The advest of the “wotlng machine™ |

Wisconsin, Kansas Nebraska and Call-
It has also been
Congress for all federal elections

The voter using this new system en-

térs 4 curtained eabinet and finds before

names arranging themsslves

sontal rows of political parties.
looking up- and down,
n any one row the names of all candi-

to right in any selocted row,
candidates of any particular party.
To the left of ench party row is the word

beneath & star,
“Prohibition’” below a bubbling foun-
taln. Other parties in the fleld are simi-
inrly Indleated. At
lsrge knobd, lsver or button, &nd If the

each emblem s =a

ticket, for examples, he pulls, turns or
presses the appliance. If he wizshes to
vote the “‘straigh party ticket he sim-
ply throws a lever, which records his
vote, rings a bell and resets the machine.
Hut if he wishes to vota & “split” tickst
he proceeds as follows:

At the head of each vertical column is
the name of an office for which the re-
spective candidates are running as
“President,” “Vice-President.” "Govern-
or,” etc. When the big party knob,
lever or button on the left was manip-
ulated at first it threw down against
each name c¢ard in the entire Repub-
liean column, for example, a Uitie lever
indicating that its man Is to be wvolsd
for at the final register. But looking
slong the party row the votsr finds the
name *“John Emith” below the column
hending “slderman.” For some reason
he does not regard Smith as an honest
mun, and decides to “scratch” him. He
therefore brings hack to its original po-
sition the Uttle lever over Johm's nams,
and ilooking further down the col-
umn, finds some other candidate fhr the
game office whom he prefers. He drops
the littla lever over the latter's name,
and then with the large lever which rings
the bell recorda his vote.

Cannot Be Cheated.
The voting muchines adopted by ths
various states cannot be cheated The
bell or & simflar signal announces 1o
those outside that a vote has been cast
by the man lo-the booth. No repeating
is possible, and one machine adopted
by New York, New Jersey and ssveral
other states !s fitted with a lever which
closes the curtain of the booth as soom
as entered, and At the same time un-
tocks the machine. The final vots of
the man thus secreted In the booth is
cast by turning the lever back to Iits
original position, locking the machins
and at the same time throwing open the
curtain snd ringing the signal for the
next wvotsr. Another machine has &
gate which answers the same purpose,
and thus no man can repeat without
opening the booth a second time, which
te against the law. In some states
each voter is limited to one minute's use
of the machine, which is ample, consider-
ing the fact that in Milwaukess Inst
April one machine cant 130 votes in ons
hour. The machine in that city acto-
maticrlly counted 60,158 ballots, and
complete slection returns of the entire
city wers received at headquarters T3
minates after ths polls closed
All votes are automatically recorded
and eountod as fast as they are cast
The last voter having left the booth,
the back of the machine Is unlocked by
the supervisors of (he different parties,
actipg togsther. They find the total
for each candidate ready for them as
soon as the recording dial Is exposed
te view. Milwaukee's election In the
Spring just passed proved that the cost
of balloting with a machine Is fust &
trifle more than half of what It was
two years previous with the old paper
baliots. There wars fewsr voting of-
ficers needed and these were required
to remaln at the polls a less number
af hours. The wvote being automati-
cally as well as sscretly counted, thers
Is no walting after the polls are closed
to go over tha ball one
no chance for dispute and no recounting.
The lawe Umiting the right of
tage in the various stales are In

even archale. Duellsts are forblddem
& vots in Virginia, Florida and Michi-
gan; accessorfes to duellng In the Ist-
ter two. Bettors on elections ecannot
vote Iin Florida, New York apd Wis-
consin. United States soldlers, sallors
and marines are deprived of the ballot
In Nebraska, Ohlo, Georgila, Texas and
New Mexico; camp followers of an
army In the Inst-named. Idiots, Insane
persons, eriminais and paupers are for-
bidden suffrage in a large number of
states, while others allow the bnni:‘l
to these whils refusing It to women
Dishonorably discharged soldlers ars
excluded from the pollas in Iowa rebels
in Kansas and Minnesota. Chinese are
denled the ballot in Oregon, Nevada
and South Dakota Indians cannot
vote in Nevada, South Dakota or Mon-
tana, whether civilized or not. In"Min-
nesota and Mississippd they must be
taxed to enjoy suffrage,

Throughout Vermont sit “boards of
civil auvthority.” and no cltizen fall-
ing to gain thelr approbation may vote.
In Alabama, Aikansas and Kanzas one
must have worked at lawful amploy-
ment at least 12 weeks prior to regis-
tration. Length of statsa residence
required for voters varies from three
months in Maryland to two years n
Bouth Carolina, Loulsiana and Alabama.
In Mississippl, Kansas and Bouth Caro-
lina clergymen need live only six

months Iin the stats bYbefore woting,

whereas all other citizons must have
had such residence for one year in the
first two and two years In the last-
paméd. The same special privilege Is
extended to public school teachers In
South Carolina.

All woters must read and write in
Alabama, Arkansas, Kansas and Mas-
sachusetts, In Hawall they must read
and write elther English or the native
Innguage. In Connecticut they must at
least read English, while in Missigaip-
pl they must be able to read and under-
stand the Constitution. In SBouth Car-
olina they must be able to remd and
write any sectlon of the Constitution;
in California, read the Constitution and
write their names: in Wyoming, read
the state constitution in English. In
Lonisiana a man may votes If he can
rend or write, If he pays taxes on §50
worth of property or If his father or
grandfather was gqualified to wvote on
January 1, 1887—a clause intendad to
exclude ex-slaves and their children.
In Alabama, Arkansas and Kansas each
voler must pay taxes on 40 acres or
3300 worth of property. Women may
vote on the same footing with men In
Colorado, Idaho, Ttah and Wyoming:
on the scheol questions In Massachu-
antts, Oregon, Bouth Dakots, Wiscon-
sin, Michigan, Ohio, Washington, Mon-
tana, Okiashoma, New Hampshirs and
North Dakota—(Copyright, 1904)

JOHN ELFRETH WATKINS

New Wonders of Electricity

I Mation Owned Wlm‘hm Letters Could Be Sent as Cheaply as Post.

In electricity there is nothing more In-
teresting than Iits application to steam
rallways. Enginsers of high standing be-
lieve that the day ls near at hand when

driving wheels. With the multipie-unit
systsm the welight of every car In the
traln may bs, If desired. put upon the
drivers. In service with frequent stops.
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motive and the huge overbead crans to
the brofling of a beefateak or curling of
my lady's halr by méesns of the maglo
current In almost every workalop elec-
trical tools may be found. In thesa, and
in compressed-alr appilances, may be
found the Ereatest advance In shop-me-
chanics during the decade. There s &
new anutomatic or mechanlcal telegraph

der, tr itting & 40 times
as fast as a human operator. In faxt It
is well known that science and Invention
have, during the last ten years, made
telegraphy so esasy hnd cheap that, if we
had in this country n Government

£l




