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Ben Lindsey, the Street Arab’s Best Friend

‘A Denver Judge Who Is Doing Remarkable Work in
" Reforming Wayward Youths.

COUNTY COURT Jodge in Denver,
A Colo., was recen{ly called upon to

address a large meeting §f bors
whese nges ranged from § to 14 years
You might expect & Judge under such clr-
rumsiances to pull & solemn face, call
nis audience “My dcar young friends™
and then treat them to & long string of
cupy-book mazitma Not so this Judge.
Ho joked with the boya, used thelr own
slang, told them enough of his own boy-
hood davs to show them that bhe under-
rood and sympathised with them, and
then suddenly asked:

“Say, kids, how many of you feilows
ever swiped things? Now, everybody
who has hold up his hend *

Every little hand went into the air as
guick as s wink although the boys knew
that the man speaking to them was the
Jduiies of the Children's Court, and could
have thets haled before him and punished
if hea chose.

The man was Judge Ben B. Lindsey,
who presides over the Juvenlle Court in
Denver, and who has been selectsd us
chuirman of the National Committes on
Juvanile Courts by the recent Natlonal
Conference of Charities and Correction
held at Portland, Me Judge Lindsey is
1he bhest-kpown and most distinguished of
il the *children’s Judges,” and the pow-
er which he wiclds over nsughty boys to
meke thein better is simply marvelous

“Ben" Lindsey, an everybody calls him
in Denver, remembers that he was a boy
!tm.-drmmdthgtbuwuumm

“swips things™ as the next boy. There-
fore, he has changed the old system un-
3 which youngsters wers sent to jall
rwiplng a handful of peanuts from
“ginney" on the street comer.

Some Startling Ideas.

For a Judga. "Ben" Lindsey has some
etartling deas, but they are based on the
bedrork of common sense The camdinal
ple on which he adminlsters justioe
is pourt is that “a boy who swipes
: Is pot n thief."

‘1t some cases It may be woll to et the

boys think so; In ‘others 1 would not.” the
Judge sald. *“1In reply to my questions,
the boys in the public schools of Denver
declared that in thelr opinlon st Jeast
ofie-half df the bowve in school would
swipe things." Bome boys sald nearly all
most of them sakd two-thirds, practically

all =ald one-half. 1f this be a fact in Den-
ver, it is no loss a Yact In every other clty
in this country. Denver boyvs are the best
on earih,
intelligoent

jerstanpiing from the

ur

bayy standpoint w i think, convince
mny unhiased mind that such children are
not thieves, 3¢t all must admit that it 1s
guch habits persisted in  that make
thieves., burglars and other criminals
They are persisted In In entirely too many
cunes, thouch 1 l)-r.rv.- the majority of
such cases nre of on isnlated or infrequent
nature, and are ch #d by proper home
tralning, asx they should be, bufors the In-

tervention of the court becomas neces-
sary.

“Every case agalnst a child must be
Judged more from the standard of the
child than from that of the man. No ane
can serjously axpect a strest boy of 12 to
respect the law Intended for the protec-
tion of the frult-vemdor in the same Way
that we heve a right to axpect the adult
to respect & law of no higher sanctity or
binding effect for the protection of the
banker or the merchant.”

Criminals Converted Intc Officers. .

Thene are the principles on which ths
Judge conducts his ecourt gm methods
are no less original. He alms to make
every littla “criminal” who -i» brought
before him an officer of the court.

Nearly all the coses are dealt with by
putting the boys on probation for periods
from two weeks to two vears., The Judge
thus keeps in touch ‘withsthem without
punishing them. Ewvery othor Saturday
they report to him. some 20 or 30 of
them. and he usyally talks to them ox
some subject that fmmediately geins a
boy's heart’ and atgtention. His favorite
tople is “snitching” —when it s right and
when it is wrong. *“Snitching.” as most
boys know, means telling tales, “peach-
ing.*™
nl.\'ow. jook here, kids ™ the Judge will
say. "Of course |t's mean to be a dirty
Httlo.snitch. If wyou saw a pal rwipe
thinga,! you wouldn't call the cop. Quite
right. But you know by this time that
it's & mistake to swipe things. [t's wrong,

and, besides, It gete you In trogble; It
gets the whole gang In trouble.
“Now, you must all agres that 1If »

fellow won't leave off swiping things, you
can give him fair waming to stop, and
then be st liberty to snlich on Rim If he
doesn't. It'll be the best thing In the
worid to have him brought to the court
before ha becomes u regular crook. be-
cause you know we don't want to soak
it In to him. We only want to help him.™

This reasoning, impressed on the young-
sters aguin and agaln, appeals to thelr
ennbe of justice and shows them the way
to help thelr friend, the Judge, without
violating their code of boylsh honoer or
subjecting themselves to outlawry In the
boy worid. Thus it s that the graduates
of the court enforce the law among thelr
“pals" far mbre thoroughly than all the
pelicemen and probation officers in Den-
ver oould do.

Four boys were brought before the
Judge for ewiplng things from back
porches. They were not criminals; they
mimply had a craving for excitement and
adventure. The Judge trlked to them in
a way they could understand, put them on
probation, and made them promiss that
if any one of thelr “gang” shouild offend
against the law they would wam him,
and then. If he persisted, “‘smitch ™

Thoee four boys dil not offend again,
but in less than a year they brought 1o
the court no fewer than 40 récalcitrant
youngsters who refused to leave off swi-
ping. Those boys nlso were dealt with by
Judge Lindsey and sent away sworn
friemds of law and order.

*1 grnerally find that one case leadns to

BEN,

B. LINDSEY, JUDGE OF THE CHILDREN'S COURT IN DENVER,
AND, NEXT T0 HIS MOTHER, THE AMERICAN BOY'S BEST FRIEND.

many. If a boy has committed an of-
fense, It {5 a pretty sure thing that some-
body else is to blame as well as himself,”
sald the Judge.

“Take the case of one little fellow of 10,
who had held up another boy in an alley
and robbed him of . 1 find that he has
resud dime novels since he was 7, and s
particularly iInterested In Jesse James,
about whom he knows much more than
he does mbout George Washington. His
mother has had knowledge of his course
of reading. Ehe must be brooght in for
contributing to the delinguenmcy of her
child. 1 belleve this cannot be done un-
der the law of any other state except Col-
orado,

“l find that the mothars ol two other

boys brought before me are in the habit
of drinking beer and sending them to the
ealoon. One of the boys has already ac-
quired a llking for liquor. He led & rald
on & bottled goods wagon and swiped a
lot of beer for the rest of his gang, none
of whom was over i3, His mother munst
also be brought in. T have known boys
who did this very thing (o0 wind up in
tapping tills.

“The drug store man on the corner, not-
withstanding the rigld enforcement in
Denver of the law against selling tobacco
to minors, has permlstently sold cigarettes
to some of the boys who appear ln my
court. He must be brought in

“Gne boy Hves near the railroad tracks,

CONDITION OF THE WORKING MEN OF BELGIUM

Johin Mitchell Writes of a Country Where the Wage Is From 40 to 80 Cents a Day.

RUBSBELR, Aug. M —(Spoecial corre-
B respondence of thoe Sunday Oregon-

jan, copyrighted. 1904, by John
Mitchell ANl rTights reservod.—To the
traveller passing through Beigium, the
country mppesrs to be one continu-
ous Industrial town. From the car win-
dow one wmecs nothing but citles, towns

end wviilages, and one is rarely out of
sight of smoke-stacks. With the excep-
tiom of certaln small provincea, the

whale of Belgium resambles nothing but
n cluster of mines, workanope and fne-
tories arcund which the population of the
conniry s scattered

To the American, nocustomed to mag-
nificent distances and large spaces, il
seems quite Incomprehensible thal the
Beigium population manages 0 exist
upon Its smail territory The whole
country is not much fnore than 100 miles
each way, not much greater than a quar-

teor the =tate of Ohic, and in =sbout
three hours one can traverse 1 in any
direction Upon this small arca thero
are almost 700000 Inhabitants, and the
population Increases by leaps and hounds,
The birth rate Is oxcessively high, and

in spite of the fact that the country
ix more Genssly popuintsd than any part
of Buarope, except Saxony, there seem
to be more lmmigranls than emigrants.
Half of the people are Flemlsh and
half are French, but both sections of
the population, who, by the way, lve
in perfoct harmony and accord, continue
1w increass In populntion with ecach wyear.
With such a crowded population It is
natural that Belglum should be a land
of clifes. For the most part the peojile
gather into citles and towns, and even
the farming population i{s mo dense that
there I& no isalution in the life. As one
panes through this country one can see
bow carefully the land is cultivated. The
ngricultural sections of thee country are
divided and sub-divided Into little minia-
ture farms, almost two-thirds of the
farme belng less thean two and one-half
meres in extent. Such a thing as a
large farm §5 almost unknown, not ooe
0 having the area of the ordinary
homestead. The movement from the
country to the city Is very easy because
of the smgall area and the sasy communi-
ention, and as muny of the cultlvators
of the soil do not own the dand which
they work, the temptaticn to jeave the
fledd for the factory is correspondingty
gErent

Women and Dogs Supplant Horses.
Everywhers in Belglum one sees evl-
dences of the uimost thrift and economy
and the groatest posible wutilizstion of
every avalinble means of Increasing the
famlly Income. Nothing seems 10 be
thrown away, amd the chesapest means
of production secms always to be ussd.
Thus in Belglum, doga to a large extont
take the place of horses. The milkman,
the baker, the coaldenler, the seller of
etroleumn and the vendor of small ar-
ticles, who cannot afford to feed a horse,
generally goos aboutl town with a little

vart drawn by one of these strong
native dogs. One sees o dog har-
nessed to the Wagon either in
front or below the truck, and

sometimes these dogs draw as much as
half o ton, or even a ton of coal. The
fdogs work willingly, dragging their heavy
loads from esrly in the mormning until
late at night, and on the whole they are
well treated. But the sight i= not a
ensant ope, for they are often taxed
boyond thelr sirength and thelr tongues
hung out and thelr bodies droop from
cexhaustion

Next to the doge, women nre mo\am
est worked creatures in Belglum. Often

# womsan s harnessed with a dog.
Women, In fact, are employed almost
everywhere. Untll within a few years

many of them worked underground in
the mines; and even now there are many
thousande who do the hard work of
picking slate upon the surface. In Liege
we saw a troop of women with IHttle
twig brushes cleaning the street in an
energetic but highly effective manner.
There were fuliy a score of them, and
sithough they were pald only M oents
e day, it 1= probable that ths work was
not only worse done, but was dearer
than it would have been in an American
city where higher wages would have been
puald ard more modern methods umsd.
Wages 40 to 80 Cents a Day.

The Belgians appear (o e not only
extremely thrifty but to work quite con-
tinwously. They da not work as hard

——t —

as does the American workman, =and
they accomplish very much Jless; but
thelr work extends through long hours
and the pay for it Iz extremely small

Recently the government tock a cthxus
of the working people of *Belgium and
printed m large report about the rales
of wages, the hours of labor and the
condition of the workers geonerslly.
From this report it appears that the
great majority of the laboring popula-

tion work from ten to eleven and a half
hours, and that only sbout one In ten
work lesz than ten hours. The wages
are extrem®y low. Of all the working
people of the country (Ilncluding women
and children) engazged in private indus-
tries, about & guarter earn less than &
cents a day, anothetr quartsr earn from
# to @ cenls, and another guarier from
@ o W coents, Less than one In slx
earn over ) conts a day, and less than
ona fn a hundred of the whole working
populstion earn over FL a day. Even
1f we take only the adult male !‘ﬂrlﬂ‘r!.'f
the wages are very jJow. Oniy about one
man In ten efrna over % cenils n day,

and anly one in twenty earns over 3130

The wages of women are naturaliy much
lese. Almost a guarter of all the people
engaged In Industrial enterprises are
women, and of these women about two-
fifths earn jess than 3 cents a day,

snd nine-tenths less than 5 cents a day

To find a woman engaged in any pri-
vate industry carnlng over §1 u day is
like looking for a needle in a haystanck,
the census showing that only one in
10,000 earn this magnificent salary. The
boys and girls under 18 are paid in
propartion, one-quarter of them earn-

ing 10 cents a day or lese, and only
one-xixth earning as much as J0 cents
o day.

High Cost of Food.

Of couree, one cannot stralghtway com-
pare Belgian, or, in fact, any Continontal
wages with thosa paid In America. The
conditions are different, the standard of
living Is different, and the cast of the ar-
ticles that the workmen consume Is also
different. It s not true, however, that
the condition of the workmen in Belgium,
or, in fact, In any Continental country, 1=
at all comparable with that of workmen
in the Unlted Btates. The Belglans say
that they earn Jeas but that It coste them
less to live, but the truth is that they live
for lems because they live on less In the
miniog districte the workmen itve in weall-
bulit ttle bLrick houses, but they have
only & few rooms to a family. The cloth-
ing l» moch cheaper, though also much
poorer in quality, and articles of which
iabor forms a Jarge part of the cost are
also generally cheaper. The ordinary ar-
tinles, however, which the workingman'
muet vse are slmost us dear, and in some
cases considerably dearer, than in the
United States. At Lisge, for instance
wheat bread costs only from 214 to I conts
a pound, but on the other hand freash
egEs ot (in October) 1 centa apiese,
fresh butter 35 tq 3 cents a pound: beef N
to 26 cents a pound; pork chopes from 16 to
17 cents a pound, and lard frem 9 to 15
cents, sccording to whether it s American
or Beigian. Other prices are equally com-
parable with those in America. Bugar
corts from § to 6 sants & pound, rice from
% to § cents a pound, and petroleum from
12 to M cents a gallon. In other Words,
unprepared food o upon the whole ps ex-
pensive, and In the case of meat, hutter
and eggs, more expensive, than in ths
United States. In many parts of Belgium
the workingmen rarely obtaln meat, and
then only the Inferior cuts, and much
of the lassitude and lack of energy of the
worker is perhaps accountabla to the fact
that be & under-nourished. \

In the Coal Mines.

Thers are many articles which Balgium
is able to produce much more cheaply
than the Uniled Btates, but in other in-
dusiries the cost of production ls gremter
than with us. To some extent this
mey be due to the low wages of
the workman and tha consequent
{neffectiveness af his work. Low
wages usually mean high oost of pro-
duction, because the work done by cheap
laborers s usually of a low grade. To
some ¢xtent, however, the low wioges are
due to the smaller natural resources of
the country. Near Liege we visited a
number of coal mines and were surprised
to find that the veins of coal which were
expioited were so thin, so euperimposed
upon each other, and at such a pltch,
that they eould pot huve been worked at
all n the United MMates, In our soft-coal
mines the average output per mas s from
three to four tons per day, but Ia Belgium

the average output per map per day

only about two-thirds of & ton. The Hal-
glan miners earn only 3T a year, which
is less than one-half of what the Amer-
lean miner recaives, dbut despite thig faet
the cost of producing coal at the Belgian |
mines I8 over $2.50 per ton, while In the
United States it is not far frorg §1 per
ton.

Upon the whole, the conditions of the
miners appear to be slightly better than
thoss of most workmen in Belgium. The
wages are gquite low, averagin onl
about & CE.I':?.I per day, but tho ::v_-rk li
more regular than in American mines
In the mines which we saw considerablo
provision had been made for the comifort
of the men. They went to thelr work in
thelr prdinary clothes and washrooms
were provided for changing garments and
for cicaning whatever waa nece
Provislon was also made for the !-eal
of the miner while underground, so that
the minep could be kept In o saoitary
eondition and the men rendered Immune
as far as possible from diseass. This is
especially neocessary In the Continental
mines, as many of the workers suffer
from the worm diseass which s prevalent
In these regions. The mines which we
saw had small hosplials and men who
were Injured were paid from a fund
which both mineowners and miners con-
tributed

To a considerable extent the workmen

ﬁ.n-i hd‘bitunlly wanders in the yards. He

has already barely escaped serious acci.
dent, and has committed one-theft of a
brass appliance on a freight car, which
he sold to the ragman for 5 cents, So the
ragman and the mother who permitted
the boy to go on the rallroad tracks,
which of ltzelf made him & delinguent,
are brought in."

Lindsey's Personal Influence. /

The Judge has a wonderful influence
over the boys with whom he comes In
contact. This wes shown some time ago
when crap shooling became'a nuisance in
one of the principal streets of Denver.
The storekeepers complained that the
strest bova swore viclously and obscene-
I¥y when engaged in this game, to _the
annoyance of their customers )

One of the leaders of the boys heard

of these complaints and went straight to
the Judge about them. He had graduated
from the Juvenlie Court.
"Bn,y Judge, I'll get do lllvdl together
an’ you can give dem a talk,” he pre-
prnsed. *1f you want Jem to stop shootin’
craps, 1 guesh dey'll do It. Th' cops won't
never stop I, You see, Judge, IU's this
way, If dem cops tink dey're goin’ to stop
it, dey mustn't coms behint us."

The Judge attended a meeting got up
by his young friend at a newspaper office
that night, and the result was the forma-
tion of an Anti-Crap-Shooters” Union by
tha bhoys themaelves. Now they are en~
forcing the law, and crap-shooting is no
longer a public nuisance.

in the Winter of 18#02-03, Judge Lindsey
fought a hard battle untll he persuaded
the Coloradg” Legislature to pass a law
that no children under 14 should be sent
to jall. In the worst casés thoy are sent
to & special “detention home.” His most
ardent supporters in that fight were the
street boys of his acquaintance who had
been the vietims of the jall aystem, They
collected evidence for him and testified
before= the Governor, the Legislature, the
Police Board and other authorities.

Chief among thess boys wns one named
Mickey. lLater on he was threatened
with arrest by a policetrnan, and he went
to the Judge about It

A “Sporty” Arab.

“Judge, de cop says he's goin' to sheg
me."” sald he, “Didn't I help you get this
law through?'

“You did, Mickey;
service.”

“Well, where donss [ cothe In?T Didn't
I tell you some time back dat I was 167"

“Yes, Mickey, you did."

“Bay. Jurge, forgel it!° I'm Crtesm
from now on. I've been pinched so much
when I haven't done nothin' dat I ain't
goin’ ter take mo more chances. If dis
‘ere Legislatur’ will keep kids out o' inli
under 14, you can set me back two years.™

Charley Is another street arzb who Ia
an intimate friend of the Judge's. He
told him that "he neover told de trut’ te
de cop, bacause it wouldn't da a ting but
git you inter 4rouble.”, But he always
tells the Judge the truth, “ "cause I never
been able ter keep out o trouble uptil 1
ran up agsinst you."

Charley Ix a/“sport.”” He went ta the

you rendered noble

newspaper bad printed a story about him
which he contended was & gross libel. s
didn't mind that 50 much. What hurt
him was that ‘‘they’s done gone an’ put
it In de sportin’ page. where all me fren’s
from Cheyenne to Albugquerque’ii™read Wt
before night.”

Judge Lindsey says hls one great in-
terest in life is working to maks fine
men out of the street boys who are
brought before him for trial XNo trouble
s too greAt for him,

Sympathetic Relations.

In the evening. at the end of a busy
seasion in the Civil Court, tha other
Judpes go home. “‘Ben" Lindsey stays
behind. He fAnds elght or a dozen buya
walting for him. They may hate been
arreated, of they may merely have come
for edvice, Anyway, he uspally gets
home late for dinner; and before he In
through with the meal there is & boy
see him.

_H he knows there are any boys onfined
at the pollee statian he pays a surprise
visit to see that they are being properly
treatad, He has organized a football
team, a baseball team and tprea boys'
cluba out of the lttle rascals brought be-
fore him In court. There is not & moment
of the day he can really call his own.
Fiven his noon recess, when he is sltting
in tha Civil Court, l= spent In dealing with
& batch of juvenile offenders brought In
by his probation officers.

“Above all things, get the truth.,"” sald
the Judge, when discussing his methods
of handling ths boys. “"Never let a boy
get away from you with a sucoessful lis
on his mL You have lost the battle if
you do."

He has got his system down to such &
fine point that it & now quite common for
ptreet arabs to come and tell him whén
thay have swiped things or committed
other offenses. Here is a typical case,
told In Judge Lindsey's own words:

“Four boys came to my chambers late
one night to ‘snitch up'—to tell on them-
selves. They had never been !n court,
never been detected, They came to me
through the influence of & boy who had
been 1 court and whom I had befriend-
ed.

**This boy would never
ask him to.

‘snitch.” I would
Yet ho learned the lessons
of the Juvenile Court. Hes had induced
thess bovs, without my knowledge, to
comes to me and ‘smitch up.’ They told
me they knew it would not be long bofore
the cops got them If thny went on swip-
Ing things, and they had decided to re-
form on our probation system This
happened two years agn, Every one of
those four boyvs is a promising fellow to-

Y.

*“The iads confessed 13 burgiaries and
thefin, Including & pumber of bilcycles
Curfosity directed me to the police depart-
ment to see Just how many of their con-
fesgions would tally with the complathts
there. [ found every bicycle atolen listed
at hzadquarters

““The officer in charge did not care at
first to enter Into my plin of getiing at
these hoys, becanse it did not involve the
recovery of any of the property. I knew
this waa hopelass. "1 was met with a

rather stern and determined argument
that citizens who had loat their property
in this way would Insist on having It re-
turned., - [ even stood In the way of be-
jng convinced that | was sbout to com-
pound®a felony.

*“It did not take me long however, i@
convince the officor—a well- meaning man
—ihat those four boys and their redemp-
tion were more Important lto the State
of Coloradeo than the recovery of a few
bicycles and small trinkets—even 0 the
unfortunats citizens.™

Judge Lindsey does not despalr of wwvon
the worst boys. Once he was importuned
by the pollce to send two youngsters ta
the ‘reformatory. They had a bad rec-
ord, having been Imprisaned several (imds
before. The Judge flgured it out that
each boy had cost the state about =a
thousand dollars in actual cash, not al-
lowing for their share of the cost in the,
upkeep of the jalls.

“I knew the police department would
Inugh at me If 1 let these bays ocut of jalt
agd they did not return to report—if, as
the policeman expressed it, I "patted them
on the back and jet them go.' Of courae,
I never &id such a foolish thing In the
case af any boy.

“After spending 26 hours In personal
work with those iwo boys on Sundays and
evenings behind the bars. I allowed. them
to mo. They met faithfully every em-
gagement they had made with me,

"Of coursa, 1 had difficulty getting them
to keep employment, but I also had pa-
tience, and today one of them, after 18
months, is absolutely redeemed, as steady
& workman as any average boy. Neither
has returned to his evil ways. 1 have
hopes for the others, though I am not so
sure of success.

“From the police atandpoint the ex-
periment has mors than succeeded. They
have neither been in fall nor pursued by
the police. Before, this wea constantly
the case. I have had the help and sym-
pathy of the pollce department in this
experiment, though they regarded it sua-
plcibualy at frst™

Thesoe are only two out of hundrads of
boys who have been reclaimed from what
bid fair to be a life of crime and made
over into good citisens by "“"Ben" Lindsey.
He is the best friend of the street boyry
of Denver, and is more popular among
them than even the local baseball cham-
pilons and pugilists. His work, more ghan
that of any other Judge in the country,
has justified the experiment of the “‘Chil-
dren's Court™

“The Criminal Court method of han-
dling Juvenile offenders used to cost our
county an average of $42 for ench eass
handled in court™ sald the Judge. "It
now coats about §10. The Criminal Court
convicted and sentenced nearly all for
crime, and sentenced 75 per cent, to fails
or reformatoriess. The Juovenils Court
convicta no child for crime, and Is com-
pelled to send omly about 5 per cent of
probationsery to ths industrial schoel. [t
sends nooe to Jall, In my own experiencs
It really f& wiser and less expensive ta
save children than to punish criminale™
—{Copryright 1004.)

WILLIAM THORP.

Judge once In desp distress. A Depver

of Helgium are unlted inte trades-unions,
For a long time they have been organ-
Ized politically, forming a part of the
powerful Boclalistic party in that coun-
try, and the cc-operative societies have
nlso formed a mnucleus about which the
Beigian workingmen have grouped them-
selvee. The co-operative movement s
very succeasfyl in Belgiom, and a consid-
erible part of the profitsa from co-opera-
tion have been, devotad to the education
of the wr.lrk!ng classes and to Improving
thelr conditions geanerally. The trade-
union movement itsalf s rapidly galnlng
ground. In 1802 there were over 100,000
unionista, who were represented In & con-
gress of workingmen, and this number
did not inciude 40 organizations which
falled entirely to put in an apperarance
Many of these unions are socialistic in
polities, but others belong to the Catholic
party, others to the liberal party, whilst
still others are ncutral politically. The
gain in membership during the year 1M
was over 10000, or more than 10 per cent
of the memberahip of the year preced-

|n?:;n

pite the large number of women
workers, the organlzation among them
appears to be retarded. In 182 there were
only 8600 womun organized and represent-
&l at the congress the perceninge of
women unjonists being smalier for Bel-
glum than for most other countries. Or-
ganization, however, has begun to take
root throughout the whole working class,
and a steady growth in the numbera and
in the power of the unjons s expested by
the leaders in this movement.

JOHN MITCHELlLL

In oollaboration with Watter B. Werl

What Civic Improvement Did for St. Johns

Continued From Page 30.

house the ocolor should be white or kin-
dred tinms, the roof can be green or
brown, or even a shade of red. In a coun-
try where green s & natural background
the man who would paint his house pea
green or sky blue musi be color-blind,
and yet you will find such colors used,
If It Is necesasry to have a fence, palnt
it white, and If you can't afford paint,
us¢ whitewash.""

And in regard to trees, he appropriate-
Iy remarked: *I want to lmpress upon
you the pnecessity of preserving overy onas
that it ls possidble to. You have many
beautiful natural parks, many beautiful
trees scottered around your city, every
one of which is worth lts welght in gold.
It s your duty to weave sround each of
themy such & wall of sentiment that the
man who would dare to lay violent hands
upon them wotlld do so at his perfl. . In
my opinfon thore is nothing that would
Justity lynch law so much as the destrpe-
tion or mutllation of beautiful shade
trees.  Tho frunchise that you grant to
erect telegraph or telephone poles and
to string wires for commercial purposes
does not carry with it the right to de-
stroy or mutfinte shade trees. If tho trees
are in the way, move the poles,

“Remember that what it has taken
God Almighty s century to bring 0 a
state of bhenutiful perfection some fool
with an ax, endowed with less sentiment
than a toad can destroy in 16 minutes,
Man, with all the talents which Nature
has bestowed upon him, has nover beon
able to bulld a tree. Let your motto be
save the trees.

“I do nnt balieve there ls a city in ths
world that has had the foresight to pre-
serve the parks which Nature gave her,
and pas & result mililons have been spent
correcting the errors which an exercise of
commeon sense would have prevented.
Even here you have been too lavish with
the ax, but It s hoped that wour eoyes
have besn opencd to the benuties which
Nature bestow+d upon you, snd that at
leist one city can boast of natural parks.

“The organigation in Portland which
I have the honor to represent take some
little pride in the fact that Portland Is
sald by tourisis to be one of the most
beautiful cities In the country. This is
aix0 my opinlon, after having seen many
of the large cities of the East, and I talk
It all the time. That Is what you want
to do with Bt Johns. Talk i gll the
time: no matter what vou say ahout It
80 long as it is something good. and like
the man who told about wonderful ad-
ventures that he had experienced merely
to have something to say, after a time
he came to belleve they were really true,
and then told them for facts. Tt will
be the same with you. You will belleve
all you tell to be troe, and if vou do a
Hitle work with it, It will be true. That's
what makes California, next tA Oregon.
the greatest state In the Union, Her citl-
=ans, no matter what they think, are al-
ways praising her. It's a good thing, and
I admire them for it and wish we couid
t»m-:f? inoculated with some of the

Th; Ieague bas much work mapped out

waste the Winter months, but work while
the rain falls just =8 hard as when the
sun shines, A public Hbrary is an am-
bition which it will make an earmest en-
deavor o satisfy, and-when an gfganiza-
tlon of energetic and determin®d wormen
make up their minds they are guoing to
have or do, there are generally good re-
sults. Another campaign they propusa
te conduct is for the use of paint in weil-
selected colors on all bulldings. The town
has grown with such rapidity the past
two years that In the majority of cases
people moved into thelr houses before
they were painted, and they stlll remain
that way. Civic beauty doea not favor
weather-beaten boards, but fresh, clean
paints of tones that harmonige with Na-
ture, It Is also thought that -the passing
of & stock ordinance will be given close
attention this Winter, so that by Spring
the reajdents will be fres to plant voung
trees in front of their residences, set out
rose bushes on the curb and kesp the
streets in good condition.

Keep your eye on this Clvic Improve-
ment League. It has started out with
the right spirit and has already proven,
In ita Imfancy, that it I8 an assockation
which does things instead of spending its
time in useless pow-wows.

MARION MAC RAE.

A Phahtasmagoria.

Wiiliam J. Lampton.
All night p aky-blue elsphant
Sat roostihg om my bed
That Is to say all of the night
Between the hour of 3 A, M.
And when the pink sun rose
To paint its glories on the dawn
And when the morning came
The huge, cerulean brute was gone—
But oh, my head!
It felt &= if the InfAnite
Could not circumferance It
And when 1 looked opou the hat
That 1 had worn the pight befors,
1 wondered much If human head
Could be so small
That it should find & fAtness thets.
Betlmes, a friend cams in
To ask me (o the matin maal
And to hi=s sympatbizing ear
1 whispered what & night
Of biue and slrphaniing woe
Had compsssed me about _
He listemed kindly, rang the bei
And said I needed something euiff
Ta splint my nerves.
1 shwidersd at Lthe 1tRhought
Of splints upon the raw,
And told him o'er again
About my awlul head
And of the aky-blue elephant,
“You my the slaphant has gone " he aaked
It hasg bmiu? my l'wn:x;u: c}?nn
An [ T In my tne
Where nas It BoReT he sshed.
"t emly know lhnt it has gone.'
L ! lnulr." he lauxhed.
That's why [t bulges so
And feeis so oversized."™”
The bellbay came
With glasses uand & fug
l Jooked and lhm.-lpr«: at the sight.
“*Gh, that's all right.®
A the and breezy [riend Broke in;
"huge ataphibian witkia rwr brain
need of thing we

with him,

1 eried
“it'a in your head;

IGNORANT MOUNTAINEERS “DOWN SOUTH”

Origin, Manner of Living and Characteristics of an Illiterate People.

\

HAT the Crackers ars a people suj
T generis no one who koows them will

deny. ‘Thelr faults are patent and
decided; likewise thelr virtues, says Zital-
la Cocke In the Boston Transcript. Not
many months age an Intelligent and re-
spected clergyman stood in the presence
nf n missionary soclety and pronnunced
in #nqualified terms his opinton of thase
mountalneers. He charncterized them as
degraded beyond the condition of the Jow-
est forelgners who come to our shores,
and to this pronouncement added the
statement that they were also of the
purest English descent.

His uttsrances provoked an Immediate
contradiction from n person who Knew
these people and their belongings and
when afterward he was ioterrogated con-
cerning his authority for such wholesale
denunclation, he calmly replled that In
fart he knew nothing sbout these people,
which candor certainly commends Itself

to our admiration, Who, then, are the
Crackers? In the first place, they are by
no means of pure Engilsh descent. To a
large degree the Celtic element Is con-
spicuous among them Scotch-lrish, with
an ocoasional admixture of Welsh, and
yel anther strain prevalls widely and

unmistakably, as their patronymics would
imply: 30 much 80 that Teutonle fuces
and names are soen and heurd among
them everywhere, and not infrequently
mark entire settloments. This fact goes
far in substantlating the tradition that a
large proportion of these pecullar people
aowe their origin to the Hesslnns employed
In the army of King George,

These hired soldlers were naturally un-
accoptable to the successful colonists, and
speedily retlred to the mountain fast-
nesses, taking on the tastes and hablts of
life, and dislect as well, which such hdbi-
tation would naturally engender. To this
day Teutonlc words and ldloms are cur-
rent io thess mountain hamleéets, and
many locallties are distinguished by such
names as Dutch Fork ang Dutch Gap, the
word Dutch belng misapplied, as often
happens in thls country, for the word
German. The superstitions and Imagine-
tions which characterize the Teutonic
mind, and express themselves In the folk

lore of German npations, have given a
diztinot eoloring to the traditions and
nursery legends of this simple-hearted

and {lliternte people.
illiterate Nomenclature.

The wood, the air and ths water ars to
them Inbablted by beautiful and uncanny
belnge who revesl themselves only to
those favored few who have eyes to see
what the ondinary man can never per-
celve; and whatever may be the ancestral
origin ofthe Cracker, thare is In his very
ignorance and (lliteracy a ecertnin ple-
turesqueness which s palpably evident in
word as well as in ldea. Muany travelers
who have been blessed with superior ad-
vantuges to these humble folk are them-
salves oo superficial of thought and feel-
Ing to detect this quality, and hence find
nothing in their faith or speech but mat-
ter for rvidicule. For Instance, the com-
mon axpression among these people of
“ghort aweset'nin' " for sugar, and “long
sweot'nin® ** for molasses, Is an exhausl-
less source of amusement %0 a class who
evidently have not the wit to percelve its
metaphorical Mgnificance. Surely there !s
In this llliterate nomenclature an element
of picturesqueness which ought to appeal
1o the dullest Imagination.

The very name Cracker is also remotely
traceable to a love of tha plcturesgue,
however crude, which seems Inherent
asmong these mountulneers. for the man
who drives his team of oxen over the
difficult mountain ways guldes his *beast-
i=s" or “critters.”” as he calls them, by
the continuous crack of his whip, wielding
it with such wonderfil and unfajling dex-
terity as to play tune which 2choes
through the mountains, and fills the alr
with Its rhythm and resonance. The stolid
oxan mova in time to this rustic music
without fear of blows, for the Cracker
cherishes his beast with an affection sec.
ond only to that which he feels for his
family.

High Ideals in Morality.

In his domestic Hfe the Cracker Is
amenable to all the laws and traditions
which govern citigens of tha highest elv-
[ization. and the women especially,
whether from the sxample of the clasy
in the South, known (o them as the “‘re-
stercrats,” or from thelr own Innate love

of integrity, are generally sirietly moral

and withal exhibit a propriety and de-
corum In their relations with ths opposite
sex which s not characteristic of other
{iMterats peoples ‘The Cracker girl Wwhose
deportment s, as they say, “too free
soont loses caste among her neighbors;
and Cracker men, llke all others, uare
wont to prize her who is the mest difficult
to win. Their soclal games and dances,
slmple and rustic though they be, are
nevervcoirse. There {8 a chivalry among
théess mon as exilted in Its natures and
demand ns among geotlemen, notwith-
standing the lack of refinement and
courtiiness In its oxpression. In Cracker
pariance the escort “‘hangs his girl" when
she accepts hls proffered arm, but his gal-
lantry and appreciation are as ungues-
tionable as, that of many a knilght aof the
cuarpet who Is vastly his betver in social
rank

Many of their phrases have tho flavor
and quality of Engliah which {8 long obso-
lete, and some of thelr songs In high favor
on festal oceasions smack strangely of the
Ellzabethan age. A sultor who s rejected
Is muid to have "got the sack.,” and the
selectjon of partners for a dance or a
gnme ir often proceeded by tha chorue, In
which both sexes join:

There's n flower In the garden for youo, young
man,

Thare's a flower In the ganden for you;
Come and pluck it while you can,

Thert's & flower In the garden for you."

Nor nre these untutored and unsophistl-
cated minds wanting in serlousness of
conviction, efther in religion or politics.
Many of them, In the war between the
States, fought on the Union shie, and as
many on the Confederats; and there are
no more Inveterate and uncompromising
Phillstines of opinfon when once they are

minded,” as they say, to acvept any
cotrss of action. Previous to the war a
lnrge proportion were old llne Whigs, and
it is & notabie fact that after the extinc-
tion of the Whig party the Crackers In
the mountalnous reglon of Alabama ob-
stinately refused to vota at all untl] a
prominent Whig among the “restercrats”
instructed them concerning the new is-
suss, when they voted to a man accord-
ing to hi= instructions; and equally per-
sistent are they In what they call their
religlouva “persuasion.

Religious Convictions.

In A recent mission held by ths Epls-
copit! Church in this region, & man ap-
plled to the bishop for baptism. and In-
misted on belng immersed. “Certalnly”
roeplied the bishop, “the prayer book plain
Iy says immersion, aspersion or effusion.™

and as early as practicable the bishop and
candidate went to a stream nearby, where
s multitudes awalted tham. The bap-
tismal service was read and explained rn
tha company, and the bishop proceeder

to administer the rite, and In thea nams

of the trinity to --mm.--.sa the «
three times,

andidate

After the fNrst snbm-‘vr--.on the Cracker
escaped from the blshop's hamds and was
wilking toward the bank of the gtream

when the bishop
Jected him to & sey
upon the maf ext
don't do it but once.™

baptism . replied the blehop,
tha refractory convert under
for the third time, nor did the
and apastolic ceremonial of
Immersion lose aught of s solem
notwithstanding the obstinacy of ths can
didate.

benutiful
baptism by

That the Cracker woman has also the
courage of her convictions ks ey nt from
the Incldent of a marriage coremony per-
tormed by the same hishop, On this oc
casion the young woman was a convert Lo
the church, while the gawky young bride-

groom was lgnorant of the requireme
of response, and when the bishop put
question, "Wilt thou have thls woman to
be thy wedded wife?™ he stood absoliutely
mute, in fear and trembling. Five times

nt=

the bishop put the question without eljeit-
Ing an answer, when the ng the
terrifind groom by the o him o
robust shakig as she uwu u--r-!'-
in tones not to be misunderstood, T will
Upon another ocluslon It was th
groom who woas masier of the u.:'m
and in response to the sama questlon sl
with imperturbable coclness: ""Why
op, that's what I'm here for!"

The “Moonshiner.”

bish-

The “mocnshiner’” among these peopls
although under the ban of the law, ss
teems his logie unanswerable when he -
gues that the corn, apples and peaches
from which the contraband artic is dis-
L tlled are his own, and as he can sell them

1

when and where he pleasss ths right to
scll his whisky is equally unimpeachable;
nor does bha hide bahind logs or treas to
ahoot officers when the chances ars sagual.
Omly when overwhelming numbers ren-
der persopal contest Impossibie does ha
Tesort to such tection. He s willing,
ns he deciares, eome out and fight ks
i man If ha has & ltving chance.”

A traveler passing through the moun-
tainoes or hill country of Alabama would,
at different stitions or points where the
great iron horsae halts for provendar see a
Cracker woman entsr the car, clad In a
homespun dreas and bonnet of similar ma-
terial, unlesa supcceasful ambition had pro-
vided a headgesar of more pretentious
quality. Her home, in all probability, liea
behind the echoes awakened by tha im-
petuows npalghing of the lron steed, apd
she has trudged miles with her burden
of nuts or frult, eager to turn an honest
penny by tempting the appetits of the
tourist

The Cracker womsn Is not ordinarily a
beauty., MUkmaids have ceased to be
divine since the gods deserted Olympus.
And yel one may sometimes sea, de-
scanding a mountaln path, s bright-eyed
lass ns lithe of Iimb and flsat of foot ns
Mans berself. But hard work and scanty
living writo thelr sad history on faces ag
well as hearts, and the sun 18 no re-
specior of persons. Tha Cracker man, al-
though not an Apollo, 15 as strong and
bandy as the trees among which be makes
his homa, He Is also n vendor of amall
wares, as chickens egg= and berries and
apples, which In size and flavor surpasa
any applea of the world, together with
home-knit hosiery and counterpanes. In
his home he ia nothing if not hospitable,
rejecting proffer of payment for a meal
with &n Indignation which betrays a sense

of Injury
Willie Winkie.
Wiltam Miller,
Wee Willla Winkia rins through the town,

Up winlrs and doon stairs, {n his nich-gown,

Tirlin' at the window, cryin® at the Jock,

“Are the wesans ln thelr bed?—for it's now
ten o'cloek.*

Hey, Willle Winkia!
Tha ent's ningin’' gay
hemn,

ares ye comins’ bean?
thrams to the slsepin’

The doug's speldered an the floor, and disna
Els a chesp,

But here's & waskrife laddle, that winna
fa asleep

Ony thiog but slesp, ye rogue:—glowin'rin’
ke the moaon

Rattiin® {n an alrn jug Wi an airm spoon,

Rumblin®, tumbiin' roun' about, crawin' lke
n cock,

Eiirlin’ ke a kenna-what-—wanknin' slsep-
in" folk!

Hey, Wiila Winkie! tha wean's in & creell

Wanmblin® aff a bodle's knee like & vera esl,

Ruggin cat’s lug, and ravelin® a" her
thramas

Hey Willle Winkie!'—Ses,

it the

thears be comen?

Wearle s the mit
A wWen

her that has a storle wean,
wiumple stoussie, that canna rin his

Inne,
That han &

battie aye wi'
&n o

But a kiss frae a® his rosy lips gles streagth
w me

slesp, befpte he'll

LTt to

A Pretty Good World.
Answers.

it's & preily good sort of w world,
1. [ s=3

old man,

hst Tewling adout,
1 kickmg agal L
There's pienty of sunshine,

upon you
of & world, o}
I say.

It's o pretty good kind of & world, old mam,
Ly good worl 1 =y,
In spite of the fears

man,

Love's measage ala
A"lu brightes

and

And a g.\a!

hesry amile

It's & pretty gr sort of a worid, old man,

A pretty gwui world, 1 sar,

o —



