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By William L. Finley, With Pictures Taken in the Tree-
Top by Herman T. Bohlman.

P THERE is another red-tail 1o the

county that has found s nesting =its

higher than ths one in the cottonwood
over on the bank of the Columbla River,
I have mever seen It. A red-tall picka out
& high, commanding sito just as 3 mallard
searches the sedged grass about the pond
for a bhome. This palr of hawks surely
found it. We would never have dlscoversd
the asrie had we not searched the bottom
when the trees were leafiess. The finding
of & hawk's nest in this land of tall jrees
4s often 4iMcult, but nothing as compared
Lo cilmbing and ghotographing it

Few nests are absolutely béyond human
touch, althocgh it may take a deal of
scheming and a riak of life or Hmb to
reach them. Thres years passed after wa
found this aerie of the red-tail befors we
succeeded In leveling our cumera at the,
eger. The nest tree measured over 14 feet
around at the boftom. There was not &
lmb for @ feet. The nest Itsell was
lodged just 130 feet up. It was out of the
question to clamber up such & tres with
climbers, ropes or anything else, but we
fhad at last studied out a plan.

A young cottonwood stood 12 fest awny.
*This might arrve as a ladder, a0 we cut
sway il it ) totter. With ropes
we pulled It over. The erown lodged In
the crotch of the first Jarge llmb of the
nest tree, full 40 fest up. This formed a
woofl astal bridges, up whidh we clambered
@ third of the distance to the nesl. The

anticipation lod us on. We lassoed upper

branches, dug our climbing-irons into the

bark and worked sowly up.
Strongly-Bulit Nest.

We found a stack of sticks the size of a
small-aised hay-cock. They wers Dot
pitched together helter-skeifer. A big nest
Iike & hawk's or heron’s always gives me
the impression It i easily thrown to-
gather. | examined this ane and found it
as carefully woven as & wicker basket.
It was strong at every point. Bticks over
2 vard lo length and some a5 DIg as your
wrist were all worksd Into & compact
mass. In the hollowed top on some bark
and leaves lay the two eges.

1 never saw a more commanding strong-
hold. It overlooked the country for mliies
in every direction, From where the hawk-
mother brooded her egxs 1 lovked out far
up the Columbla, where I could see the
cavern-cut slopes of Mount Hood., Ex-
tending to the westward was the long line
of ponds and lakes, the red-tally’ favorite
hunting ground, while to the north ex-
tonded the broad expanse of water and In
the dlatance loomad up ths dome-like peai
of 8t. Helens, covered with perpetusal
mOW,

Photographing Under Difficulties.

How could we ever secure s good series
of pictures At such s distance from the
ground? It Iooked impomsible st first, but
a careful examination revealed a rare ar-
rangement of nest and surrounndings. If
we could but hoist our squipment thers
was no question as to photographs. Eight

Photographing the Aerie of a Red-Tailed Hawk ‘[

feet below the nest the trunk of the tree

in focusing the !mtrmem
and twenty-five feet is not such a Jl=mxy
healght when you look op from the ghound,
but strap yourself to the limb of a tree
and dangle out backward over the brink.
No matter how strong thes rope, there's
& fesling of death creeplag up and down
every merve in your body the first time
you try It
Attached to Their Home.

The wild life of the reditall fascinutes
me. He has an individuality that is ns
interesting as a person. He has & char-
Acter as clearly marked as in any feath-
ered creature 1 sver studisl. The bleak
Winter winds that sweep the wvaliley of
the Columbla and drive the other birds
1o the Scuthiand never bothers him. This
is his permanent home. He Is not a vaga-
bond. He 3 local in attachments and
habits. This ia his hunting ground. He
won it by years of defense. Hé beats
over the field and hlong the edge of the
woods as regulerly as the fisherman casts
his net. He has his favorite perch. He
watches the pond for carp as closely aa
the farmer watches his orchard. His rou-
tine.of life s as marked as any inhabltant
along the river. Nor oan I belleve he is
lacking In the sentiment of bhome. Hae
mlds sticks to bhis house and enlarges It
yoar by year. Eoach season it iz fraught

has been known to caich chickens, but
this fs rare. Those that have been killed
at the chicksn.yard are young and Inex-
perienced birds, unable, as a general rule,
to cope with willer game. But even
granting that the redtall does take an
occagional chlcken, a8 & robin takes
charries, s It not a rightecus exchsange
for 2 times as many squirrels, gophers
and other harmful rodents?

Out of all the hawks and owls that are
found on the coast, only two hawks, the
sharp-skinned and Cooper’'s, are directiy
injurious (o the farmer. These two feed
largely on pouliry and game After a
critical examination of the stomachs of
213 other hawks and owls, made by the
Department 4f Agriculture, it was found
that 8§ per cent contalned mice and other
small mammals 27 per cent Inaects and
only 11 per cent poultry and game birds,

We mads a close stody of the redail’'s
home in the tall eotlonwood. He wuas al-
ways a syccessful hunter. In all our vis-
its we never saw the time when hls lander
wns empty. Nor did we ever find that he
had to resort to the chicken-yard
foodd, The first visits we made to
aerle, whila the young were In down, wa
found the remains of mice, rats and
squirrels In the nest Ome ‘morning wa
saw the mangled body of a screech ow!
Almost & case of hawk eat hawk. Later
in the season, when the banks of tha Co-
lumbdia overflowed and coversd moot of
the surrounding country, the ald hawk
did pot abandon his own preserve Ha
turned his attention entirely to fAshing.
Where the carp and catflah fed about the
edges of tha pondas he had no troubla in
galning & lvellhood. Twice we found
carp over a foot In length In the aerie.
On the Inst visit we picked up tha head
bones of seven catfish in the nest.

WILLIAM L. FINLEY.
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(In respectful fmitation of Mr. Fudyard
Kipling's verse in vesterday's Timen it s
humbly suggesisd that the !mitation s at
=1l times mot mors unintelligibla than the
original. i
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American “Jim the
Penman in Peal L:fc

Most Remarkable Criminal of
the Age Who Counterfeited $50
Bills With an Ordinary Pen.

ASHINGTON, Bept 6.—(8pecial
w Correspondence of The Bunday
Oregr n)—Chief Wilkie looked

wmround the walls of hi= den in tho Secret
Service Bureau in the Treasury Depart-
ment and pointed to the photograph of
Emanue] Ninger. “He was the most ex-
pert penman 1 ever knew, or that the
sscret mervice officials ever come ln con-
tact with,™ sald Chief Wilkie, and then
he decliped to talk further for quotation,
becnuse it in the poliey of the secret ser-
vice never to do anything to display to
the world the criminal record of a man
who is apparently trying to lUive down the
Black puger of his life,
Chilef Wilkle was right
ger was the “Jim,

Emanuel XNin-
the Penman™ of real
Hfe, and In a way the most remarkuble
oriminallof the age. He had no extensive
plants {or engraving snd printing counter-
felt notes, and his only stock consisted
of paper, ordinary writing pens, pencils,
red, green snd black inks With thege
he baffled the secret service officers of
the Governme for 15 years, and was
finally detected by mere accident. The
wet fingers of a New York saloonkeeper
came in contic: with the Ink upon one of
mads blus of “Jim,'" the Pon-
the ink blurred. he fnect,
fl' ‘-k:" "1 o ‘nlh‘r'l‘ r
jed to of ‘\ingnr
who oas served h.: sentence and is & free
man someéwhers, no longer engaged in
coutrterfelting the currency of Uncle Sam,
buat always under susplelon by the or-
ganization over which Chief Wilkis pre-
sidas,

Detection Accidental,

It was Iin New York Olty, in Mareh,
that "“Jim, the Penman,” of the
erfelting profession, came to grief.
He started from his littie home in Filag-
town, N, J., Baturday morning, March 2%,
'Un., Rnd 'hur' in hls possession slx $3 notas
end one 50 nf-!r which, together were
the product of 16 weeks' work, His wife
and four children did not ask him any
questions when he left home that wmorn-
ing. He had been & mystery 1o them for
many years. Has forbade them entrance
t the room in his home in which he
workad, and he sald nothing to anybody
about his dbusiness. He had no confeder-
atea, and even hia wife 4id not have any
iden mabout what he was dolng. Ninger
experienced no difficuity In passing five
of the $2) notes. The sixth one came near
to getting Mm Into trouble, He went to
John Werman's grocery store, 162 Third
avenue, New York Clty, called for a bot-
tie of whisky and gave the I note re-
maining o payment. Bhortly after his
Jepariure the cashier, In counting up her
cvash, noticed the blurred condition of the
numbar upon the nots when it passsd un-
der her moistaned thumb, and, quickiy
roalining that something was wrong, had
an Investigution made.

By that iime Ninger had gotten out of

sight. He wa
saloon at & : 5 - 2
Bot & gluse of Im«"ﬂ*n wine and a CpRr,
and asked the bartender 10 change the
D note for him, stating by way of expla-
nation that he wanted to pay off his farm
bandn. He was accommodated, hastily
gathered up his change and hurried out
Hn seemed to be somewhat exclied, and
the bartender became suspiclous and took
the bil] from the money-drawer for closer
examination. In dolog so his wet finger
passed over the serial number and the
result was ths blur., Putting on his hat
he started in pursult of Ninger and found
him in the New Jersey Central Raflroad
forry-house counting over the change ha
had just reoeived
The Truth Sweated Out.

Ninger dlapieyed no surprise when ap-
proached by the bartender and Informed
by that Individual that he was golng to
have him arrested. Ninger told the man
be would return the 3, and offered at
the same time to make the bartender a
present of $5 more. The offer was refused
and Ninger was turned over to a police-
man and escorted 10 the Church-street
Pollee Btation, whers he gave his name
aa Joseph Gilbert, and stated that be
lived in “'!lke’ba.rra. Pa., and that he
was not marmmied. He cialmed that he
hud rocelved the counterfeit bill from a
man in the corridor of the Unlen Trust
Bank bullding, to whom he kad sold twn
Unitad States $100 bonds. Becret ssrvice
officers In New York were notified, and
when they saw Ninger and the mnotes
which he had been passing they were con-
vinced that he was the man who had
caused them =0 many sleepless nights,
The fact qf his arrest. however, did not
solve the whole question by any means.

‘the real coumterfeiter was

That he would ba convicied of passing the
counterfelt not there was no doubt, but
who was the maker of the notes? Proof
af the fact must be secured at all has-
ards. Thess notes had decelved bankers
and usiness men all over the country for
many years, und to be unable to discovey
losing more
than haif the game. Ninger was put
through a swoating process, which was
2o successful that he admitted his true
name and sald that he alone was respon-
sible for the existence of the pen and Ink
notex, This was proven when the de-
tectives went to Ninger's home in Fiag-
" wn and secured his outft, which, be-

ides pens and pencils and three kinds of
Inke, included some blocks of water
colors.

Ninger'sarrest and the unique faatures of
the care attracted wide attention through-
out the country and especially nmon: the
handwritlng experts, .\'eah) all of them
wérs Incredulous, and refuscd to aceept
the explanations of tha seoret service men
Ba to how they were made. Ome of them
even went mo far as to offer a 100 bill for
& 39 note that would decaive a newshoy,
One of the prominent New York newspa-
pers accopted the betl, and the result was
that the expert “crawfiahed.” and ha went
into & long explanation of how he had
been decelved.

Worked Fifteen Years for a Clew.

Ninger's first work turned up at the
Treasury Department in the redamption
division in 1570, in & baich of notes from
one of the subiregsuries, and was a 30
counterfelt. The expert counter detected
ithe spuriowsness of the note, and at once
beghn an investigation. A careful scru-
tiny under a magnilylng glass revealed
the fact that the note was a frec-hand

drawing with pen and Ink, and the
fect llkeness of the note wan = wonderful
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