THE SUNDAY OREGONIAN, PORTLAND, SEPTEMBER

WHAT CIVIC IMPROVEMENT HAS DONE FOR ST. JOHNS

HOMES THAT WON PRIZES OFFERED FOR EXCELLENCE IN ADORNMENT OF HOUSES AND YARDS

ONE SUBURB THAT HAS MADE A VERY GOOD START

which has encircled this fair country

of ours and made beautiful scores of
villages and cities beckooed the busy Nttle
guburb of St Johns to come Wwithin s
sheltering foid laxi Spring. It beckoned in
& moe Inviting way and By, Johns bad the
tact and ener acrept the lnvitstion.
As & result she is now boasting of a full-
flodpnd civie jmprovement lengue, snd her
citizens are beautifying thelr lnwns, paint-
ing their hoosss Jdevoting tlme and care-
ful attention to the culture of flowers and

T‘H’E long arm of clvic improvement

vices removing eve-sores In the shape of
old and dllapidated bulldings and fencee—
in faet Bt Jobns ls being thoroughly renoc-

The story of the redemption of St Johns
reats somothing like “The House That
Jack Bualit™ To begin with, ambitious
citisens taking nstural pride In thelr
homes and the fu elr city, have
done the work.
lacague inspired them with this ambition
and the spirit to be up and doing. and the
jeague had the hearty indorsement and

Improvement

co-aperation of the Mayor mnd the Town
Councll. The orgapization of the league
was the result of an offer made by H. L.
Powers, of Portiand, to pay cash prizses
for excellence In the culture of fowers
and shrube and the beautifying of grounds
gnd lawns. Aond backing up to tha be-
piooing of the story, this jdea came to Mr
Fowers az 4 result of » lecture given here
last Spring by an officer of the National
Civie Improvement Lefigue under the
auspioes of the Portiand League.

So the aspirit of public !mprovement
renched BL Johns over Portland's shoul-
dere. Thie besutifully situated littie river
town has long been a pet hobby with Mr
Powere, and civic improvement ls another
subject on which be enthuses, s0 aflter
thls weli-lllustrated locture was delivered
he concluded that 8L Johns offersd virgin
aoll for an experiment and came forward
with an offer of cash primes amounting o
$150 for excellence in T1 @iffercnt clisses of
improvements. The result of this offer
bas been the beginaing of what promises
to make this rapldly-growing town one of
the prettiest and most artistic on tha
Willamette River. The ladios of ths town
put their heads together and talked over
the witvation. When they separated It
was sunounced that a coivie improvement
isague had been organized. The homes of
8. Johns tell the rest of the story.

It has been mid of this league that {t ia
of more importance than any municipal
bogy of that corporntion, for every man,
woman and child i» Interested In its work
and advancement, and all are endeavoring
to plan some method of hwiping promots
its alma The Irague s consddering the
adoption of & matto, which, if followed to
the letter, will convert this town with its
besutful background of hilis and river
into & perfect garden. This motto Is: 1
resolve to make my premisss mores at-
tractve than they have been befare, In
order that every passerby may taite pleas.
ure in them 1 resolve to give my en-
couragsment to every public enterpriss
that promises to enhance the beauty and
healthiulness of the town In which I live.™
With such an alm in view there will ba
nothing to retard the progreas and beag-
tification of 8L Johns. It has witnessed
remarkable growth in the past threes
Yoars. nine new industries having been
establighed there in that time. These have
largely increased the populstion, and the
new-comers have bullt homes. The ma-
Jortty of the rexidents own their property,
which gives a greater Impetus (o Lthe work
of improvement that would otherwise be
the came

Joaguin Miller says that only man I
ugly and dirty and cross, and that every-
thing in Neture is beautiful, adding: “We
do not plant encugh flowers. We ought to
plant them by the depot, by the madside,
by the schoolhouse, by the door and in the
window.” The people of Bt Johns are go-
ing to do this. All over town poopls are
discussing pians for beautifying their
premises, competing for prizes next year,
improving the appearance of the streots,
and establishing parks The schoolchildren
are Inlerested and a number of them were
among this year's competitors The ““keep
our city cisan” epirit which invaded Bt.
Louis with such happy results a few years
Agov has broken out in epidemic Im SL
Johns, und her residents are determined
that the visltor shal! hereafter ses no
pllen of wnste paper and rubbish lying
8bout the streeis, or unsightly dumps of
itin ocans wnd gurbage at the resr of
houses. Tha purposes of the league arse
esthatic in the direction of caitivating a
taste for municipal beauty, but It is also
Ppractical snd Dballoves implieltly  that
clesnliness ts next to godliness,

Oue of the bLest things that has been
done #0 far W ithe establighment of a
park at the terminus of the car line A
picturesque group of firs hay beeo em-
closed with a neat, well-painted fence,
Ahd as s00m as the 0ld car barms are re-
moved, which wili be done shortly
through the inflyence of the league, the
prea inclosed for pariing will be en-
lazged and probably purchased for = per-
munent City Faric. Other demirable plats
©of mod within the corporal limits of the
town are being quletly seiected, and the
league will eventually endeavor to maks
parks of these aisc,

A lvely war i= being made on the pro-
miscuous placing of signs and advertise-
ments, which mar the beauty of any
public place. The recent franchise grant-
ed the Genars! Eiecirio Company stipu-
lates that no sdvertisements of any char-
cter are 0 bo permitted on the poles,
and that the poles shall be palnted, 50 as
to present & comely appasarancs. In this
respect Bt Johna' franchise ia superior to
that of Portland The preservation of
trees s another Important step which the
league hae undertaken No town can be
beautiful without trees, but there are
scores of people who do not realise that
every tree dJdestroyed takes materially
AWay from the value of the property.
Trees have been cut sway with a free
band in this town. Iits growth has been
o rapld In the past two yvears that ths
genera! public did not pauss long enough
to consider that a wholesale slaughtor of
them was going on, but Mr. McCusker's
remark that houses could be bullt but
tress could not, =l on fruitful ground.
Bo pow that the population has reached
the 1500 mark and an organization has
bean formed for the purpose of watching
these mattern, tresa will be carefully
guarded and young ones will be planted
along the sireets, so <hst in- yearw
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come Bi. Jobhns may boast of besutiful
shaded sireels and avenues an Portland
now does.

There 18 one thing however, on which
this ambiticus little burg has been = bit
slow, and that is the passage of au stoock
ordinance prohibiting the use of the pub-
He thoroughinres for pastures. As long
as the family cow Is turned Into the street
and the pigs are allowed to roam at will
it will not be possible for property-ownems
to take down thelr fences or accamplish
anything In we way of beautifying the
curbs by planting treas and roses amd
lnying grass plats. This Is ths very first
step whith should be taken there to help
along the splendld work which has been
so well started, and which can hardly
progress any further than the fence line
until the stock is pastured or put in the
city pound

The league, which has done so much for
this pnew manufacturing cemter, was or-
ganised last April. Its president ls Mrs
C. N. Braasch, Mrs. J, Heary BSmith is
its vice-president, and Mra W. C. Wal-
ker -the pecretary. It was not an ecasy

AA Eu.z.s HOME TWO YEARS A0,
WAS A PRIMATIVE WOQDLAND.

matier to get the public intereated In &
new idea of this kind but the officers =nd
membérs workad in harmony and falth-
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