wWoee—
A milifon serfs, knout-tortured as
they tofled,
Poland the war-eweplt, Fluolend the
despoiled, i
Poor, bleeding Kishinef, fell Siberia’s
SNOWS.
It i5 God's blood-atonement; He re-
qulires
Vicarions victims by the thousands
plied
In the blus sea and o'er Manchuria's
wilg,
From Harbin's hills to Arthur's funeral
Where Jap and Cossack blend thelr
allen gore,
To shrive the sins of centuries gone be-
fore.
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ON THE CAENAGE AT FORT ARTHUR,
' L
Realm of the rising sun, where erst
arose
The printed page and War's explosive
spark,
What mean these fires on thy horizon
dark, :
O'er hllis where brave men's blood in
rivers flows?
It §s God's vengeance on an age of

IL
On deepest night another steadfast star
Fed by the fires of freedom, Bethle-
hem-bright,
Burmns in the East, & beacon bold to
light
Deauntiess defiance to & tyrant Czar,
O falr Japan, nurtured in chivalry,
Free from old fears that haunt the
Saxon mind,
Fashioned for Art and all things true
and kind,
Glad =a old Greece, dream-bathed as
Italy—
To thea we look ms from a gathering
storm,
E'en as we bend the knee at Mam-
mon's shrine,
And tremble ss the fiend-lt fagote

ehine

In fury round the biack man's quiver-
ing form; |

And then rejolee In cleaner hands to |
Bee,

TUpborne as here of old the torch of Lib- |
erty!

A HETTER UNDEESTANDING.

It may be that the recent +visit to
Oregon of men having suthority in that
part of the Harrlman rellway systam
l¥ing west of the Rocky Mountains will
be productive of good results, In a let-
ter published on page 29 of this issue of
The Oregonian, Alfred Holman, editor
of the Sacramento Unlon, writes freely
of the impressions this siale made on
the visitors. What be saye concerning
Willlam F. Herrin, bhead of the legal
departmment of the BSouthern Pacific,
and the change in his view of Oregon, s
interesting, perhaps significant. His
eyes have been opened. Facing facts
that canmot be misundersiood and con-
ditions thati cannot be {gnored, he finds
himself obliged 10 reverse former opin-
fjons of Oregon a&nd her relation to the
transportation companies, He admits
now that the Columbia River l= one of
Nature's great highwsys of commerce.

It may be that through him the atti-
tude of the Harrlman system toward
Oregon will undergo changes beneficinl
allke to this country and the rallroad

Mr. Herrin 1s Harriman's “big man™
on the Pacific Coast, notl In the matier
of rates or the operation of trains, but
in wide-reaching affairs vitally affect-
ing the railways and the country that
supports them. His position may be
likened to that of the late Joseph N.
Doiph in the Villard corporastions dur-
ing the period of constructlon from 1578
to 1884, Senator Dolph was mmore than
the head of the Paclfic Coast legal de-
partment; he was Viillards personal
representative and man of affairs
Since Huntlnogton's death and the
c¢hange of control In the Southern Pa-
cifie, Mr. Herrin's “baillwick™ is en.
larged. The Columbin River Basin may
be regarded as now within his jurlsdic-
tion. In Huntington's relgn there was
only ona Pacific Coast terminus. Los
Angeles and Portland were stations on
the lne.

To the business Interests of Partland
and to the rich undeveloped eections
east of the Cascades Mountains the mil-
road's duty and self-interest are clear.
As Mr. Herrin says, a falr understand-
ing, a closs sense of sympathy, with
absolute co-operation between those
who supply freight and thoze who carry
it, cannot feil to lead 1o the largest
and most profitable resulis all round.

Oregon, inciuding Portland, s ready
dor ihls co-operation, has been ready

for “years, and pow is impatient
Whether the neaded drvelopment shall
come soon by extension of the Harrl-
man lines—a good start has been made
an the Ariington-Condon branth—or
later by Independent roads, cannot be
predicted, but It s certaln to come. In
the mesantime, there is some satlefac-
tion in knowing that on the raliroad
gide there i= a belter undérstanding.
E— — — ———

THE PRODMOGAL PARTY.

The Democratic party s like a cer.
tain son which wandered off into » far
country and filled his belly with the
husks which the swine did est. But
when he came to himself he said, I will
arlse and go back to the bome of pense
and honesty which I left and will sk
to be taken back as o hired servant on
probation. I will admit thal I wnas
wrong and have now sesn the light and
1 hope to be restorsd through good be-
havior to my former place In the confl-
dence of the folks at home and decent
people generally.

Thsat is to say, the Democratic party
could be consclentiousty likened to the
prodigal son If 1t had scted on the lnes
just lald down. But the attitude It
ectunlly assumens Is something entirely
different,. Without explaining or repro-
bating his actions of 15% and 1960 when
he voted for Bryan, Judge Parker asks
the support nnd confidence of all gold-
standard men because he somewhat
patronizingly recognlzes the gold stand-
ard as “lrrevocably established” He
does not anlmadvert upon his own con-
duct in Jeaving home or £ven upon the
quality of the nutriment which the far
country of popullsm afforded the Demo-
cratic paunch. »

As near as we can make It out, the
Democratic Ides iz that the Elder
Brother should be thrown out on the
world and the Prodigal Son Installed as
manager of the esiate.

YLAYING AT “LONG BOWLS ™

Japan's victorles at sea have already
infivenced nava)l designers, s shown by
a dispatch from London in yesterday's
aispatches. The Eritish Admiralty, it
is reported, has decided to abolish 4.7-
and §-inch guns In battieships and
heavy crulsers, substituting therefor
82.inch. This {2 an imporiant decision,
and can only De attributed to the suc-
cess of Admirals Togo and Kamimura
in thelr matches at what Drake called
“long bowls™ with Admiral Withoeflt—
now in an ocean grave—and Rear-Ad-
miral Jessen, of the Viadivostok squad-
ron.

While Admiral Togo has not hesl-
tated to expose his smaller vessals to
risks of all kinds, he has nurssfl his
battleships and heavy cruisers with a
care commensurate with the importance
of the ‘fats depending upon them.
When the Port Arthur squadron
emerged, the Japanese battleships en-
gaged It at a distance of from five to
¢ight miles, eand &t the former range
succesded in striking the Crarevitch
with 12-inch shells three times In fif-
teen minutes. Firing at these extreme
ranges, the Japansse were enabled to
inflict a signal defeat upon the Russian
squadron. Rear-Admiral Jessen, in his
report of the fight with Kamimura's
crulser squadron, says that the action
was opened by the Japancse at & range
of 12,000 yards, at which dlistance their
§-inch guns did ssrious damnge.

Contrasted with the ranges at 'which
the Japanese-fought the Chinese at the
Yaln, these figures are astonishing. The
Ting-Yuen, of the Chinese squadron,
opened fire ineffectually at a range of
700 yards, and the Japanesée began
when steaming across the Chiness line
at & range of 4400 yurds. This was fre-
quently diminished In the course of the |
action to 2000 and once to 1000 yards,
The Chinese cruiser Chih-Yuen at- |
tempted to raun, a8 was the intention of
the Infants Maria Teresa at Santiago.
When the latter vease! sheered to the
westward she was at a range of but
yards from the Brooklyn, =

It Is evident that engagements in fo- |
ture will be fought at long range be-
tween ships of the line, and that the
daring enterpriscs will be left to the less
valuable vwvessels. Consequently the
long-rangs heavy puns will sssume an
e¢ven greater valie, and the Britlsh Ad-
miralty, in recognizing and acting upon
this view, are falling into line with the
American practice, which has run in
the direction of heavier metal than the
British. The Britlsh crulser Terrible,
bullt to affset the Russian Rurik, had a
lighter armament than the Rurik on a
much greater displacement,

The abandonment of the 8-inch gun,
which bas hitherté formed the second-
ary battery of every one of Hritain's
monster battleshipa and crulsers, shows
the effect of Toge's success In this par-
ticular. In other respects the mnaval
fighting has taught nothing new. The
lmporiance of torpedo craft, if not for
their actual accompliiahment, at least
for the effect of their menace upon the
enemy’s nerves, hus been amply dem-
onstrated, and the traditional American
cry of "shoot stralght™ has again been
proved, as io every war in which & gun
has been fired.

THE BALTIC FLEET AND THE XORTH-
EAST TASSAGE.

Rear-Admiral George Wallace Mel-
ville, U, 8 N, has the lending article
in the curréent number of the North
Amarican Review, and gives therein his
views as 1o the practicability of the
use of the northeast passage throngh
the Arctie Ocean by the Russian fleet
in transit from the Baltic to the Ps-
cific. This question he considers solaly
from the standpoint of an Arctic ex-
plorer, who for nimost fwo years, fee-
besel, in the Jeannetfta, drifted to and
fro over perhaps the most exposed and
dangerous portion of this possible route.
The only question to Admiral Melvilie's
mind js whether heavy armored vessels
of high power can face the northern
ice successfully at this seapon and
round Asia in safety,

Bumming up the experience of navi-
gators In far northern, waters since
Behring Stralt was first pussed in 16486,
and adding 1o this record his own ex-
perience in those sers as cartographer
of the lost Jeannette, he does not
hesitate to assert that, when there Is
need to face s dangers, the northeast
passuge must be regarded ns a prac-
ticable route for a determined and able
commander.

Russia's Baltic flect, available for ser-
viee In Asiatic waters, consists of from
fitteen to twenty ships of large ton-
nage. The majority of these are battje-
ships and armored crulsers. Their
presence in Aslatic waters Is urgently
needed. The route, as carefully mapped
out and minutely traced By Admirsl
Meiviile, which they would take in
foroing. the northeast passage, 1s boset
with lece and warred over by mighty
winds, Yet he belleves that such a
passage \s entirely feasibje.

in support of this assumptipn he oltes
that the vessels which 1t i= desired to
maove are armored to four fest or maore

to end by the protective deck. nad have
massive bown fitted for attack by ram- |
ming. Detalls as to the coal supply,
#ic., are carefully gone over, and the
conclusion is that Russia, by taking the
rigk, might astonish the world with

o088

& formidable fleet In Asiatic waters as
by a miracle.

Admiral Metville does not discuss the
milltary advisability or necessity of
such an effort. He believes such an
effort entirely practicable and con-
cludes an article that Is of intense [n-
terest to paval and sclentific men and
of general interest to the world under

commander would find Inspiration not
only in the national need of his service,
but In the memory of the fldelity and
fortitulie of men like Willoughby, Chan-
cellor, Barents, Behring, Nordensikjold,
and a long line of explorers, whose
names shine brilllantly on eveary page
of the history of the northeast pas.
suge”

ON THE SACREDNESS OF LAW.

We ar & nation are & nation of lawhreakers.
It's & habic, this disregard of tha plain stut-
utes. Nobody thinks aoything of It. Bberiffs
take oaths and don't Keep themn. Never have
mny Sfes of kecping them, Mayoms and Dis-
erict Attorneys and Chiefs of Police all do the
same thing, Oathy of office are & farce. Per-
jury in this line is a fpurishing felony that
mobody thinks anything of It ought 1o be
atopped. —Sheriff Brown! of Baker,

‘What the redoubtable Sherlf bas In
mind ls the undenlable fact thal some
of the laws thal get on the statute-
book are slightingly treated by officials,
The reason, which he lgnores, Is that
they are not supported by public senti-
ment and are passed with thelr neglect
in full view. Buch ls human nature
that legislators weakly yield to Impor-
tunate lobbyists and dlshonestly enact
many & lew which they fully expect to
be a dead letter.

It says In the constitution of Oregon [shippers Is a foregone conclusion, pro-

that no negro shall somé into the state
or own property; that the Governor's
saiary shall be 51500 & year; that no
state institution shall be located away
from Balem: that the Secretary of State
ghall recelve no fees; that the Legis-
Iature shall create no llablllty exceed-
Ing $50,000; that no oounty shall run
in debt over $5000. Efforts have been
made to change these provisions, but
none of them hhs been changed. They
stand as the law; yet nobody, not even
Sherif Brown, ls before the public or
the courts in complaint because they
are violated every day.

Now. the sacredness of law abldes not
in the fact that it is law, but in the in-
berent justice and feasibility of its pro-
visions, It is the universal custom of
poor, sniveling, hypocritical humanity
to point with every assumption of out-
raged fecling at the violation of some
law In which the pointer is especially
interested. The prohibitionist, who
stands awestruck before the majesty of
the anti-canteen law and then de-
nounces the cantesn when it I8 the law,
15 no better or worse than the rest of
us,

Who ever heard of a trust prompler
calling on the President to enforce the
Bherman law with the same fervor he
shows over suppression of riotous
strikerg? How the mujesty of the law
would loom up in the labor leader's vis-
lon If Congress should declars elght
bours to be a day! Whnere [s the Demo-
crat to refrain from denouncing protec-
tion as robbery, merely becsuse It Is
written on the statute-booka? How
much sacredness did the abolitlonist
find in the fugitive slave law? How
much shame do the descendants of the
Covenanters feel at the nctlons of their
forefathers In suffering thelr right hand
to be cut off rather than obey the laws
und orders of Charles?

The defense of all these lawbreakers
is that of 8t. Pefer, that they choose
o obey God rather than men; snd as
God always commands a man to do
what his judgment or sometimes his
self-Interest prescribes, 1t 1s the habit
of sericus-minded folk to regard un-
palntabie laws as concoctions of evil
and agresable Iaws as solemnly binding
on everybody. If Sheriff Brown wlll
turn his attention to the Oregon code
he will discover a multitude of statutes
that are more complete dead Jetters
than the saloon and gambling leglsin-
tion which has Impressed ltself so forel-
bly upon his mind.

In all this we do not wish to be con-
strued as criticising the good Sherlft
for his manly stand or as extenuating
wrongdolng in Baker City or elsewhere.
We merely seek to remind him, gently
as in keeping with the dog days and the
dangers of overexcltement and the de-
sirabllity of polse, that when he talks
of perjury In the entire officlal life of
the Natlon, there ars extenuating cir-
cumstances which even a Sheriff, rough
and ready and admirable mixers as all
Sheriffs are, may properly take into ac-
count, and that there are euphemisms
for felony more In conponance with
sweatness and light, more becoming in
the polished gentleman of the world,
more in keeping with the great truth
that all is vanity anyhow and that 100
years hence It will all come out In the
wash,

NORTHERN PACIFIC'S AWAKENING.

The purchase of the Weldler property
by the Northern Pacific Raliroad or by
parttes working in Its interest is an-
other straw Indicating the dlrection of
the commercial wind In the Paclfic
Northtwest. The annogncement in The
Oregoninn several weeks ago that the
deal had been practically consunmated
was, on account of the previous atti-
tude of tha Northern Paclfic, recelved
with Incredulity, but yesterday's con-
firmation of the story has removed all
doubts as to the Intentions of the big
raliroad company. In acquirlng such
an expensive plece of unimproved prop-
erty the railroad company offers indls-
putable evidence of the confidence that
it feels in the future of this clty. Werse
it In the nature of things for the city
to stand still or decline In prestige, it
would be unnecessary for. any addi-
tional facilitieg, 1o be provided for
Pandling the business of the port. “The
warehouse room and terminal facllities
already possessed by the company in
this city have thus far served to handle
all of the business that was obhtainable,
and if the gloomy predictions of some
of our own peasimists were realized, the
future would hold nothing in store that
would warrant the extravagant outlay
now belng made by the rallroad com-
pany.

But the Northern Pacifie, in keeping
with the growing sentiment of a large
number of our awn busipess mef, re<
zlizes the possibllities of the future
trade of this port, and s preparing to
meet the demands that will be made on
ft. There was & tms, and It was
not 50 long ago as to be forgotten,
when the management of the Northern
Facific Rallroad was bending all of its
energies toward-the upbuilding of Ta-

seemed to disclose a pollcy In which the
n business of

TR
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hich held It

adily gaining In favor sinoce it es-
The Immense traffic that flows
through Portland proved too atiractive
tg be slighted. It would not follow the
dictates of the Northern Pacific and
pay tribote to Tacomsa. When our
grain men bought wheat east of the
Casende Mountains they insisted that
the whsat should be brought to this
city for shipment, and that the flour
which wida grognd from some of thisg
wheat should also go forward from this
port without paying tribute to any
other port.

When our merchants bought goods in
the East they insisted on distributing
those goods from Portland, snd not
from any point in snother state, even
though that point be faveored by tha
rallroad company. The Portland moun-
tain would not go to the Northern Pa-

cific Mahomet, and after years
Mahomet began making toward
the mountain, and Is now here. That

the railroad company wlil receive dus
credit and encouragement from our

tuous attitudes, one sat on a
flowers, and others stood upon pedes-

bosom was a fearful and paipltating
heart.y Whenthlsbanquet was over,“as
they Were rising, the young Gracus re-
marked: ‘By Apolio! I have not taken
my amatic.' To forget that is to know
sorrow,’ said another."

It I= all very amusing. We har-

bor mno (ll-will toward Antlpater
when Hhe Kkicks a fainting slave
girl; we know he must supply lo-

cal color. The fountain with “rows of
naked maldens' on its circular terraces
does not shock us; something must be
done to attract attention. It is all
as we have sald, very curious and
very amusing, especially when we
think of Mr Bacheller, under the
Influence of a great Iinspiration,
writing far isto the night with the cold
spray breaking over his rough stone
shrok.

| The Czarine, who with much perll
brought great joy to Russia In giving
birth to a son, heard no doubt with

vided always that we are given the
service on even terms with other poris
which are served by the same road.
The O. R, & N, Co. Is one of the
greatest factors In the commercial life
of Portland. It has grown up with the
City and the clty has grown up with It
There have beéen times when the seif-
ishness, shortsightedness or stupidity
of nonresident directors has Injured
Portland as well aa the road. On the
whole, however, it has extended so
much bettar treatment to Portland
than this city has ever recefved from
the Northern Pacific that the contrast
has always been striking. The deter-

‘mlnluon of the latter road to come In

and be one of us will place It nearer
on a plane with the O. R. & N, and
with both of the big roads working with
Portland for the development of th
rich field for trade, Portland will pros-
per as they prosper, and wiil return in
full measuyre any favors that are
shown It

ROME FROM LONG ISLAND SOUND.

From the work of the press agent
therea 1s nlways amusement to be de-
rived, and especially Is this true of the
work done hy the publisher's press
agent. We are Interested in actors as
men and women, but our Interest In
authors Is more impersonal. There s

therefors a humorous suggestion of

wasted effort in the Items published
sbout authors, for it i& the books alone
that count. We have a place in our
hearts for poor Tom Hood, “spitting
up blood and puns,” and the tea-swill-
ing Dr, Johnson; the}_vasnries of Byron
are as pleasing to us as the domestic-
ity of Cowper, The book's the thing,
however, and our interest in its author
will never enable us to read one we do
not ke

It Is certainly curicus to know that
Ford Madox Husffer, who collaborated
with Jogeph-Conrad on hls latest novel,
“always writes standing, with a tame
duckling fast azleep between his feet.”
We confess that further Information
would be welcome: Who tames the
ducklings? And Is "dope™ used to make
them sleep? Very curious {nformation,
indeed, but shall we rush to buy “Ro-

mance” because of a duockling that |

were better In the pot? We mentlon
Mr, Hueffer becanse he appears to have
reached the zenith of accomplishment
in the accessories of turning out mas-
terpieces, but our real object Is to call

attention to “Vergilius: A Tale of the |

Coming of Christ," written by Irving
Bacheller, whose manner of life and
manner of writing are minutely de-
soribed by an able press agent. Mr.
Bacheller, llke the author of a famous
telegram, leaves his bed at an early
hour and dives in for & swim. Besides
this he fishes, he plays goll, he has long
walks with a ocollle, “of which he Is
very fond.” All his writing is doneina
rough stone shack bullt over the waters
of Long Island Sound. When there Is "a
lop on,” the spray dashes over the roof
of the shack, wherein Mr. Bacheller, as
the Inspiration seises him, works for
hours &t a stretch, careless whether It
be mnight or day. Breezy surroundings
these, and a “D'rl and I" seems a not
unfitting outcome.

“Vergilius," however, s what the
botanists call. & “sport,” & varie.
tlon that ecannot be Joglcally eox-
plained, even admitting Rome’'s baleful
attraction for novellsts. The splendor
and squalor, the renown and corrup-
tion, the glamor and horror, appear to
offer a setting that wiil “carry” any
story, however slight, The novellst
usually forgeis that to suggest the at-
mospheére of Imperial Rome s A task
requiring intimate knowledge and the
power of broad execution. Dabs of “Jo-
cal colour” are poor substitutea for the
sweep of A sure brush, and “purpls
patches” In a story but weakly ahow
forth the pomp and pageant of an im-
perial clty.

Vergilius is & young Roman who loves
Arrin, o Roman malden. The Emperor
senda Vergillus on a mission to the
court of Herod, where he ls tempted
by Salome, and Incldentally sees John

the Baptist as a baby. Later he sees |
the Virgin Mary and her chfld in the |

stable. Arria comes to Judea, and she
and Vergiltus dercide to go housekeep-
ing In a temple “and call It home."
That is the story. The local ecolor is
jess tenuous. In addition to such small
spatierings as a door upon the lintel of
which hangs a brass plate, “bearing in
large latters the word ‘Bailve,”™ slaves
taking a guest's “pallium,” and a King
with a “purple tarbooah and crown of
wrought gold upon his head,” there are
bills-of-fare, descriptions of ballets
when tights were unknown, and nobles
employed in murdering and maiming
alaves:

“It had been u stormy day I[n the
palace of Antipater (the tall, swarthy
villain). He had crucified a alave for
disobedlence and run a lance through
one of his best horses for no reason.”
Later in the stormy day a slave, In
brashing Antipater's hair, jeans upon
his head, ® whersupon the  villain

below the water line, atiffened from end

| coma at the expense of Portland, Every |

“Jumped to his feet, black eyes flash.

| pride and thankfulness the booming of
the guns that announced that the boy
had been christened. Common respect
for the feelings of the mother would in
any other nation and under any other
religion thanw tha! of the ironbound
Qreek Church have caused thls grand
| function to have been postponed until
|the mother could have participated In
It, at Jeast by her presence. The Em-
press’ mother—the typical’ mother-in-
law, who more than any other person
in the empire has treated the Czarina's
failure hitherto to become the mother
of & son ag an aimost criminal offense—
pceompanied the Emperor on thls great
Igﬂl.l occasion. The Engilsh blood and
English ways of the Cszarina have ex-
posed her to sharp criticism in the Rus-
sian ocourt, her experience In that par-
Hoular having been similar to that of
her aunt, the late Empress Frederick,
at Berlin. The son of the latter, the
present Emperor William, an obstrep-
ercus, undutiful son in his earlier years,
often referred scornfully to his mother
as “that English woman,” and, suc-
ceeding to the throne after his father's
short relgn, did much to embitter the
few remaining years of her life. This s
too often the lot of royal and imperial
mothers, and the Czarina of Russia
will, no doubt, If she [Ives many ¥Years,
have as devout cause for thankfulness
| for personal reasons in that she s the
mother of daughters as she now feels

| for reasons of state because she is thd

i mather of a son.

It has been meade clear by the man
himself that Jack Munroe, of Butte,
Mont,, In thé pursuit of an unworthy
umbition spoiled a good miner to make
& very poor prizefighter. This fact
came to Jack slowly, as he dizzily tried
to plek himself up after & four minutes’
bout In the prizering with James Jeff-
ries, the world's champlon slugger. No
doubt this was the best thing that ever
happened to Jack.
sturdy young man who had gainsd
#ome notorfety with the boxing gloves
attempted to stand up In the prizering
against Jack Dempsey. The Nonparei]
quickly took a fall gut of him that
proved to be the making of him. This
is & matter of local history, and it may
serve 10 encourage the real friends of
Munroe to belleve that he may become
a permanent and useful factor in the
industrial world by a forced return to
the honorable vocation of mining.

————

The Oregon building at St. Louis has
made a declded hit with a staff corre-
spondent of the Indianapolis News,
who writes his paper from the Louilsi-
ana Purchase grounds as follows:

The Oregon peaple are hers booming the
Lewis and Clark Exposition, to be held at
Portland in 195, These Westerners have a
picturesque bullding, and If & weary woman
or n tired child happens In thers 18 n cup
of conl water and s soft couch on which to
rest. Aad it is free. This hosplinlity, say
the Oragon folk, will be the kind dealt out
10 their Kuswis MExtl yesr

It s worth while to read on page 40
| of this paper what the Chicago Record-
Herald has to say on the awakening of
| Oregon, Washington and ldaho. While
| there Iz nothing in the way of Irrigation
| enterprises In the Pacifie Northwest
that readers of The Oregonlan are not
tamiliar with, It is gratifying to note
| that s abie and widely circulated a
paper as the Record-Herald deems
them of enough lmportance to devote
generous space to thelr explottation.

is an-
Inounm—d-she Puget Sound American.
| In the able hands that have made the
| Seattle Times so great s success, the

new journalistic venture cannot fall to
| achieve great things fer the thriving
| community where it is to be published.
| We congratulite Colonel Blethen on Rls
| new depurture and Belllngham on (ts
| new accession.

A new paper at Bellingham

|

| We think that when Judge Powers
| gats back to Salt Lake he will be sorry
l that he went up In the air as he did at
the Mining Congress and ashamed of
his ungsliant attack on Portland
women and his ridiculous proposal to
hoycott the Lewls and Clark Fajr. And
this is probably all that neads to be sald
about his lepse from sound taste and
good sense.

The traditional men whose superia-
tive meanness was embodied In the
declaration that he would “steal cop-
pers from the eyes of & dead nigger”
has been outdone in real life. A Wash-
Ington County man, Iate of Hillsboro,
one Edward R Austin, recently robbed
his aged mother of every cent she pos-
sessed In the world and fled the coun-
try.

The triumph of Denver over Salt
Lake in the contest for a permanent
home for (e Mining Congress made
glad the hearts of the Colorado dele-
gates and was correspondingiy depress-
Ing to the delegates from Utah. Be-
| yond this 1t is insignificant.

Omce upon & time a°

= »
ON VARIORUM EDITIONS,

{To ihe Editor)—I have Bbeen very
much disappolnted of iate years
'mr\ upon mhﬂ ng the new edi-
tlon of & cigssic author, I have found
above half the wvolume taken up with
various readings. When I have expeciad
to meet with a learned note upon a doubt-
ful passage in & Latin poet, I have only
been Informed that such or such anclent
manuseripts for an et write an ac, or of
some other notable discovery of the iike
importance., Indeed, when a dJdifferent
resding gives us a different sense or a new
elegance in an author, the editor does very
well In taking motice of It; but when he
only entertnins us with the saveral ways
of spelllng the same word, and gathers
together the various bhlunders and mis-
takes of 20 ar 30 differsnt transcribers,
they only take up the time of ths learned
reader, and pussle the minds of the lgnor-
ant. I have often fancled with myself
how enraged an oid author -would
be, should he see the severn]l absurdities
in sense and grammar which are !mputed
to him by some or other of these varfous
readings. In ome he speaks nonsense;
in another makes use of & word that was
never heard of; and indeed there is scarce
& moleclsm in writing which tha best su-
thor is not guiity of, if we may be at
Itherty to read him In the words of some
manuseript, which the |aborious editor
Bas thought fit to examine in the prosecu-
tion of his work.

I question not but the ladies and young

what it is that I bave hitherto been talk-
ing of. I shall therefore give them &
notion of this practice, by endssvoring
to write after the manner of several per-
son= who make an eminent figure in the
republic of lettere  To this end we will
suppose that the following song s an old
ode, which I present to the public in &
new editlon, with the several wvarious
readings which [ find of it In former edl-
tlons, and in anclent manuscripts. Those
who cannot relish the wvaricus readings
will perhaps find thelr account In the
song, which never befure appeared in
print.

My love was flckle once and changing.

Nor ¢'er would ssitle In my heart:
From beauty usilll to baauty

swells will be very anxious to understand |

i

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Our great serial story of the Ruomo-
Japnness War:

(Bummnary of previous chunks—Michael
Popoff Falls In and [s Out a Rouble. s
Fuised as a Bale of Hay, he makew his as
espe from a Japanese Prison, and is en his
| way to Niushwang when there !s a Terrific
| Bxplostion and Popof® §s thrown {nto a Cloud.
| which esrries Him to 5t. Peterwburg. He
wWakes the Caarevitch, and his Fate i
Trembilng in the Balance whea Port Arthur
Falle. Slding into the Yellow Sea, Popoff
Glseovers a Mine, the sale of which brings
him a Fortune, and he procesds to Japan
to buy & sult of Satsuma Ware. By settling
a dlsputed race betwesn Korokl and Kuroe-
patkin, Popolf wins Great Honors from the
Caar and the Mikado, In the meantime
Count Serge-Suit. the dreaded Chief of the
Third Bection, forces his Attemtions upos
| Mr=. Popoff. Furious at his Rejection, Count
Serge-Suit visits the Popof® cotiage and
Talses his pistinl. Popof? {n the meantime 8
reminded of his Wife by a blow on the head,
and plunges iato the Trackless Forests of
Cantral Wisconsin. He makes his way to
Havre, when he in confronted dy one of the
Third Section hands Mra Popoff, after
Count Serge-Sult Is killed by [ulling upom &
bullet he fired at her, wanders 1o New York,
where Russell Sage takes up & collection and
aliips her to Havre.)

. CHUNK X.

On landing at Havre, Mra. Popoff dis-
| covered her Beloved Husband in the grasp
{of a Third Section hand. She quickiy
drew a sharp-pointed copeck from her hat
and jabbed the hand until it fell, covered
with blood. Then, in her joy at meeting
Popoff again, she scratched hls face, and
even, in the sxubsrance of her giadness,
tore ocut & couple of handfuls of halr.
Fopoff, equally dejightsd responded by
alternately kissing and walloplng his
wife's face. At this moment a burly
pomme de terre approached and placed
the loving souple under arrest for fight-
Ing. Angersd beyond endurance by this
unwarrantable insuit, both Popoffs turned
upon the meddiesomes official, and, al-
though he peeled off his facket, they scon
had him looking liks a boiled spud

“"Back to Pjloxtnsky, Munroe"
Popofl to the Wife of his Bosom.

*Dub.” said Mrs. Popoff, scornfully, and
the palr began to make further damon-
strations of affection. It was at this

cried

In ev'ry face I found a dart.

‘Twas first a charming shape ensiaved me,
An sye that gave the fatal stroke;

Till by her wit Corintn saved me,
And all my former fetters broke.

But mow a long And lasting anguish
For Belvidera 1 endure;

Hourly 1 sigh, and hourly languish,
Nor hope to find the wonted cure,

Faor hers the false uncomstant lover,
After a thousand beauties shown,
Dors pew surprizing charma dlecover,
And fSnds variety In one,
VARIOUS READINGS,

Stanza the first, verse the first. And
changing.] The and in some manuscripts
Is written thus. &; but that in the Cotton
lbrary writes It In three distinct leiters.

Verse the second.  Nor e'er would.]
Aldus reads It ever would; but as this
| would hurt the meter, wa have restored It
to the genuine reading, by observing that
synarresis which bad been neglected by
Ilgnorant transeribere

Ibld. In my heart.]
ers, on my heart,

Verse the fourth. 1 found a dart] The
Vatican manuscript for I reads {t; but this
must have been the hallucination of the
trapscriber, who probably mistook the
dash of the I for a T.

Stansa the second, verse the second. The
fatal strake.] Sciopplus, Salmasiue, and
many others, for the read a, but I have
stuck to the usual reading.

Veres the third. Till by her wit.] Some
manusoripts have it his wit, others your,
others thelr wit. But as I find Corinna to
be the name of & woman in other asuthors,
I cannot doubt but it should be her.

Swanza the third, verse the first. A jong
and jasting anguish.] The Cerman manu-
script reads & lasting passion, but the
rhyme will not admit it

Verse the gscond. For Belvidera 1 en-
dure.] Did not all the manuscripts re-
clpim, I should change Belvidera into Pel-
widera; Pelvis belng used by several of
the anclent comle writers for a looking-
glass, by which means the «tymolugy of
the word la very visihle, and Pelvideras
| will signify a lady who often looks in her
|1ﬂnli; d4s Indeed she had very good renson,

it she bad all those beautles which our
| poet here ascribes to her
| Versa the thind. Hourly I sigh, and

hourly langulsh.] BSBome for the word
hourly read dally, and others nightly; the
last has grelit authorities of It side.

Versa the fourth. The wonted oure.]
The elder Stevens reads wanted ocure.

Stanza the fourth, verse the second.
After a thogsand beauties.] In several
coples wa meet with a hundred bemutles,
by the usual error of the transeribers.
who probably omitted a cipher, and had
not taste enough to know that the word
thousand was ten times & greater compli-
ment to the poet’s mistress than an hun-
drad

Verse the fourth. And finds variety In
one.] Most of the anclent manuscripts
bave it In two. Indeed, so muny of them
coneur in this last reading that 1T am
very much In doubt whether It ought not
to take place, , There are but two rea-

Scallger and oth-

I have published it: first bhecauvse the
rhyme, and secondly becauss the mense |s
preserved by It. It might llkewise pro-
ceod from the oscitancy of transcribers,
who, to despatch thelr work the sooner,
used to write all numbders (n clpher, mnd
secing the figure 1 followed by a little
| dnsh of the pen, as fa customary In old
manuscripts, ther perhaps mistook the
dash for a second flgure, and, by casting
up both together, composed out of them
the figure I But this I shall leave to the
learned without determining anything in
A matter of so great uncertainty.
EPECTATOR.

Fat-Frying Days Have Comae.

Washington Star.

The fat-frying days have come, the
saddest of the ysar for both the big and
lttle corporations. It takes money to
| mike the mare go, and the campalgn
| eollectors know where to apply for it
They have thelr little Iists and are con-
| sulting them. The Injunction i3, jet
| no corporation escape. It ls not n case
| of begging. Not hat-ln-hand humility

is necessary to seoure attantion or con-
tributivns. The corporstions are ex-
pecting the vis{t, and the great major-
ity of them are ready to “ecome down
with the dust™ It Is business. They
have becoma accustomed o i, and re-
spond without dllly-dallyings or grumb-
lings. Why resist? Why make an en-
emy, when a friend at court is at times
s0 necessary? Who Knows which side
]wili win? What, therefore, do=s pru-
dence teach? Contribute to both sides
And that, as a rule, |8 done.

Here's Another View.

Coburg Cor. Harrisburg RBulletin,

Once thears -was 4 man who lived In a
heavy tmbersd county, and every Spring
whenever he found a bunch of farn or
leaves that would burn he touched a
match to It, and as a conséquencs he had
small fres in the timber nearly all the
Bummer. Hia neighbors thrsatenad him
with ths penitentiary, but he set fires all
the saume. Two years ago, when tha for-
est fire destroyed so much wvaluable tim-
ber. the fire burned all around this man's
timber and died out, and today his quar-
ter-aection of heavy green timber stands
Leurrounded by a lot of hurnt snags, a liv.
Ing tmonument to the folly of the TUnfted
Btates Forestry Department In the coufes
they are pursuing in regard to the put.
(ting out of fires,

sons, which Incilne me to the reading as |

nt that the ringless bdell of a wire-

lems ‘phone began to ring. Popoff took
down the Invislbla receiver.
“This Is the Cuar, Popofl."” came tha

message. “We need you at the fromt
Kuropatkin can’t stand up to the Japan-
ese.”

“Right, 0, answerad Popoff. *“Send
him ocut my chair and let him sit down
to them."

“C, 0. D.?" paked the Crar.

“1 should =mile " roplied Popoff, who at
once called a franc from the néarest
hackstand, placed his family inside, and
ordered the driver to make full speed for
Ploxtnsky, promising him a pour-bolre
under the ear {f he did not cover the dis
tance in I3 days

(To bo comcluded.)

A sore subject—Munroe.

Portland’s prisoners are to hecoma this-
tle-downers. What alry trifling for hobos.

Up in Beattle they fined a Depuly
Bherift because he acted as look-out for a
poker gnme. To such léengths are people
carried by these reform waves

Judge Reid is to be congratulated upon
the eminently judicial mapner in which
he decided thea guestion of keno—is it
gambilng or not? He referred €. %o &
higher court.

A certain species of fecund and unde-
sirable thistle |s termed in the United
States the ""Canadian™ thistle. In Can-
ada the same unpopular plant is disowned
under the name “Scottish” thistle. Won-
dear what they call it In Scotland?

The New York Sun Teprint= this
Washington dispatch te the Notlcero
Seviliano, a Spanlih newspaper:

Washington. Juiy 28 —Publle opinton is very

| busy with the approacking elections for the
| Presidency of this Republic.

| The Democrats support Mr. Parques, follow-
| ing the ndvice of Cleveland, who In & manifeat
| publishad recently recommends the aforesald
| candidacy, judging that to vols for it ia &
| patriotic duty.

The perscns sapiring to the Presidency who

have the most probable chances of success Are
Parguez and Roossvell,

A correspondent sends us a Jurld
| sketch entitied, “Futurs Punishment
in Store for Thosa Who Wiltully or
Carelessly Start Forest Flres.”™ Alarge
cage of barbel wire Is placed over a
number of very active vocanoes, and a
gang of imps with pitchforks s en-
gaged In throwing the wicked through
a trapdoor in‘the top of the cage. It
seems to us that a better plan would
be to have Satan the Sorrowful pre-
sent each of the gulity with a valuable
timber clnim and then compel the
owner to start fires on IL d

When a falthless lover skips out of
town, leaving behind him the girl
whose heart he won with honeyad
11&'(31':1:& and lced drinks, what is the
Jiited damsel to do? Shall she let con-
coalment, like a worm I' the bud, feed
on her damask cheek, or shall she go
about, like the girl in the Song of
Solomon, chaslng her “ons among ten
thousand™? As a rule the forsaken
damsel does nelther of these things. In.
stead, she chases up a new purveéyor of
cream and honey, and the sun shines as
brightly for her as of yore. There is
yet another line of conduct that the
| girl may pursue; it has been indicatad
for ker by a young lady of Greenhorn,
who was recently left by a young man
who had won away her heart The
young lady of Greenhorn. so called ap-
parently because there sre no gresn-
horns there, saddled a horse and loaded
& Eun. Then she ==t out aftér the
taithless one, determined to bring back
a lover slive or a decclver dead: bhut alas
| for romance and postic Justice! the
'dacEIvor had a faster horse.

| Becausa mice in the Postoffice at Pen-
sance ale soms plgeona that were being
senl by pircels post, the department had
| t6 compensate the sander. Bome lime
previously the Postmaster at Penzanes
had applied for an official cat. but the
Postmaster-General had refused to supply
one. This recalls a story of red tape In
the British army. A Quartormaster was
asked to explain the josa of certain stores,
He replied that rats had eaten tham. He
| was ordered to report on the bést means
of geryng rid of the mats. He replied thay
a trap scemed sultable. Hia reply was
marked “approved” by the general officer
| commanding,. and, sfler passing through
a dozen offices, was Indorsed by some
| official with ten titles, who vrdered a trap
to be supplied. After an interval of three
months ths Quartermaster was ordered to
report on the working of the trap. He re-
ported that not & single rat had been
caught. He was ordered to report why.
In his opinfon, the trap was unsuotessful.
| To this the Quariermastsr answered that
| he belleved results would be obtainsd
from the trap if he ware supplied with
i bait, WEXFORD JONE&




