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A Chat With General Frederick D. Grant

United States Army.

spondence of The Sunday Oregonlan.)

—I met General Fred Grant this
morning in the Army headguarters in the
Pullman bullding. e is In charge of thé
troops bere, and srears, as the regulations
roquire, the uniform of his rank. As we
talked other uniformed officers entered
from time to time for orders or to have
the General pass upon the military busi-
nesa which bad been entrusted to them,
and our conversation took place during
the Intervals of this work,

Genersl Grant haé his mind well In
hangd. He jumps from one thing to an-
other without friction, and, returning,
takes up the frst where he left off. 1
remamber @ former interview I had with
him fer cir nces pecullarly try-
Ing. It was when he was one of the
New York Police Commisslioners, And as
euch was acting as Judge in the famous
Eherry dinner seandal trial At this din-
per a falr but frall actress bad been
cuilad in by mome of the swells of the
fast set and in Hght attire had danced
Bnsutel dance before them, to the hor-
ror of Christiun New York. Whila the
tetimony was being tuken Genoral Grant
talkked with me about hix father, giving
me graphic descriptions of hia life at homa
and on the battefield, and at the same
time ketping the witnesses and crowd in
cheeke He ctorisd on the two lines of
thought slmultancously; and his talk was
a most excellent one

Fred Grant and His Father.

~ General Fred Grant grows dally more
Hie hls father. He has the same stocky
frame, the same plain, honest features
and the sume blunt manner. Xe 18 just
as: unassuming nas hkis father wan, and
ho bas much the quiet © an
sense. He talks but Hitle. buil., once
started, his words are full of meat, and
his experienoces have been such that be
views the worid in the broad.

General ¥Fred Grant L like his father
in his fondness for uilitury lifs. His
father was his hero, And it was at his
own request that Genernd Grant vook him
s & boy of 12 to the lattiefield, mnd
later on sent Mim 10 West Point. Little
Fred was with his father during a grest
purt of the war., He took part In five
Ereat battles wns twice ahot snd had
many narrow cscapes. He was on the
flagship of Admiral Porter when the
boata ran the hatteriss at Vicksburg, snd
be was wounded during the WVicksburg
campalgn  Hiz wound was in the leg.
It was only a Sesh wound, but his log is
still paraiyzed where fhe bullet struck
He toid me once how it felt when the ball
eut him, saying that the first sensation
was that of o great bow, following which
was a pain Jike a bee sting. He thought
et first that he was killed, and upon his
showing his wound to one of the officera
the pfficer told him to move his toes
This he @ld, Whereupon the officer sald
he was not badly hurt: Young Grant
thereupon wranped a cloth about his leg
and remalned In his saddle untll the
battle was over.

Fred Grant in the Philippines.

After hls graduation at West Polnt
General Grant was assigned to thse
Fourth Cavalry and rose to be its Lien-
tenant-Colonel. After 10 yenrs' meérvice

he resigned and afterward became Min-
ister 1o Ausmria. He re-enterad the

cmmoo. Aug. 18 —(Bpecial Corre-

war with Spain, served In Porxto
Rico far a year and thea ‘weonl
to the Phillppines, I met him when he
was leaving Porto Rico, and afterward
vinited him st Angeles, in Luson, He there
had a large military dletriet under hia
charge, and we traveled over it together,
visiting his severa] posta. Over mountain
and valley, with & band of scouts In front
of us to draw the fire from Fllipinos In
ambush, we rode, pamsing through mand
towns and villages, visiting camps In
the wilds of the mountalns and fording
rivera. The ride was a hard one, for
much of i was through tha beds of
streams so heavily wooded that we could
gcarcely see the asky for the branchea
overhesd, < At other times the grass was
higher than our heads as we rode through
it on our horses; I remember I had to
hold my hands in front of my face to
keep the grass blades from soratching it

Tha trlp aimost wore me out, but Gen-
ersl Fred Graot throve upon it and was
fresher at the end than at the beginning.
That was In 1899 when he was about 5
yeara of age. e 2 now & and seems
to he youmper than ever. He suctecded
well In the Philippines. He was enpaged
in several bhattles and in the guerilla war-
fare, which followed the active fighting.
Hes was the first to bring his district to
necept oivil government. After I left him
he was sent to Northern Luson, then to'
Southern Luzon and Iater to Samar and
Layte, where he recelved tho surrender
of the last of the tnsurgent forces About
R year &g0 he returned 1o the United
Mtntes and took charge of the Depart.
ment of Texas. Bince then he has bean
sent to Chicago.

Philippines as Fred Grant Sees Them.

1 ssited General Grant to give me his
opinion or the future of the Philippines
based upon his stay thete, He roplied:

“l think the klands a wvalusble pos-
session, and that they will eventenlly
be an Important self-sustaining colony
of the Unlted States They are of large
extent aund their soll ia very rich.

“So far the political conditions have
been such that there has been but lit-
tis incentive to develop the lslaad
Under the Spanish rule both clurch
nnd state worked against rather than
for the good of the common peopln
Wages wero low and the opportuni-
ties of the poor so few that there was
btut jittle incsntive to work and prac-
tically no hope of a poor man becom-
ing rich by his labor. This I8 now
changing. The projects under way to
build raliroads will result in cheap
transportation and there will be a re-
arrangement of values all around’

“Will the people ever make good
American citizens?™

*“I think they will, although It will
bo a Jong time befora they will be ahle
to govern themselves. If thelr govern.
ment was left to them as they now
are, revolutions would be of frequent
occurrence, and T doubt if the peopls
would not soon be as badly off s they
were in the days of the Spaniards
They neead sducation, and this we are
giving them. We are protecting their
interests In every posamible way, and
I think they begin 1o realize It*

The Riches of Luzon.

“Do you think the islands are natur.
ally rich™

“Yex, Nearly all have excellant soll
and there la much magnificeat timber,
Luzon huas wvalleys which will ralse
sugar and rice, and theses crops might

Army at the beginning of the

be greatly increased by sclientific cul-
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“GROWS DAILY MORE LIKE HIS FATHER”

GENERAL FRED GRANT IN 1504

tivation. At present the farming s
done in the rudest way, some of the
sugar miils being operated by water
power or by water buffaloes. There is
also much wsndeveloped country, and
the mouniains are sald to contain val-
uable minerals. The l!slands have
never been carefully prospecfed. As
to the best forests, they have nover
bean touched, The woods are of many

kinds, Including some which will take
& polish like mahogany.

“One of the great values of the isl-
ands.,"” continued General Grant, “is In
their Jocation. They le right on the trade
routes to Australia, China, Japan and
India, and are thus a good hiss for push-
ing our trade in the Far East. 1 see no
reason why they should not grow more
and more valuable a& time goes on.”

I here turned Lhe conversation to the
Russian-Japanese War, but this General
Grant refused to dlscuss, saying that he
was an officer of the United States Gov-
ermmment, which held an absolutaly neutral
position, and It would, therefore, be Im-
proper for him to critlcige elther army or
to discuss the possibillties of its success
or fallura. Said he:

snd Russians, and we have besn so for
many years. We deprecate the war they
are waging, dbut w2 do not feal that we
have the right to Interfere with efther
nation nor to crithelse (1.

“But, General, can you not point out
some of the pecullar features of thelr
warfare. This is the first war of the 3Mh
century, and it iz being wnged after Jth
century methods; have not many new in-
ventlons besan brought Into use and new
ways of fighting déevaloped ™

“1f what we see In the paperss In true
I might say yes to that ™ sald Gencral
Grant. “But we have no reports as yot
that can be absolutely relied upon. and
none upon which one would dare to base
an oplnlon. New and powerful explosives
seem 1o have Deen discovered, the wire-
less telegraph has been opernted for the
first time and olher now things are, It Is
said, In use., We shall get the facts as
to such matters through the Information
bureaus of the Army and Navy, but that
will not be before the war 18 over. It will
then be time enough to express an opln-
lon."

United States Army in 1904.

“What !s the present condition of the
United States Army ™"

It is steadlly Improving, OQOur soldlers
are better trained from year to year, They
have better habits, there la lesa drunken-
ness and they have higheor deals.”

“How nbout profanity, General Grant?
It is smid that the United States soldier
Is the wickedest swearer on esarth.”

“I don't balleve that" s=ald General
Grant. "1 krow we have many soldlers
who fise profane ianguage, but they are
indlvidual cases. Thers are many who do
not swear at all Frofanlly |ls, as you
know, prohtbited by the army regula-
tHons"""

At this point the conversation turned

were not and that he had never heard his
father use a profane word. Sald he:
“My father once told me that he had
never uttered an oath In his lfe. I know
that he 314 not use even the ordinary
expletives and that he was averse to

ginng. 1 once heard him say ‘thunder
and lightning,” and once or twles
ghunder,” but as he drew toward the

latter part of his life he did not use even
guch expressions. He was a man of much
natural refinement. He never told a vul-
gar atory nor would he listen to one if he
could help L™

The American Soldiers of Today.

“Then you think our soldiers are grow-
ing betier?T"

*Yea. The character of our army always
Improvea when the army has something to
do. Binte the Spanlsh War we have had
our hands full, and theres has been plenty
of active service. Army llfe Is now busler
than ever. The people have o higher re-
gurd for the soldier than they have had
during the latter years of peace, and the
soldiars feel It.  The profession of the
common soldler is more desirable and 1
think I may say we are making better
eoldlers from year to year."”

“Would you advise & young man to go
Into the army?”

“'hat would depend much on the man,
upon his character, his condition and his
ambitions," sald Genernl Grant. “If hs

ness abllity he ean perhaps do better om.
side, but If he has a desire for the ser.
vice and 8 snxious to improve himseif in
it, T think it offers many advantages
The common soldler [ better pald
better fod and better clad than the ma-
jority of hix same rank outside the army.
He gets his lodging, food and ralment
free. and has $13.50 a month out of which
ha has w0 pay only wash bills, If he
is & good man he can make a great deal
more outalde of that, So you see his con-
dition & by no means a bad one.’™

“Has he any chance to become an of-
flcer T

“Yes, Indoed. The army Is always
advancing thoss of the privates who sare
worthy, Thers are regulnr examinstions
for promotion, and the young man who
would rise can do o if he has it In him."™

“How muany soldiers have we now in the
army T
“About 85,000
“In that enough?" T asked.

“We could use more; and when the for-
tifications now bullding are compicted wa
shall require more.*

Schoel Cadets and the Militia.
“How about the military spirit among
our young men; does it grow ™

“Yes. It has become nsmoclated with the
schools, both publle and privata. Wa are
drilling school cadets by the tens of
thousands every year all over the country
and are tralning them In case we shounld
need them In the wars of the future. Tha
militia 1= wvery strong everywhare
Indeed, we have now a vast amount of
reserve material upon which we can call
ahould It be needed. The American,
tralned or untraloed, 18, you know, always
ready to enter the army If his country
needs him. In this respect the United
States has a wtrong fighting machine. 12
all our men from 1§ to H. which should be

to profanity among the officers, snd [ | considercd the militia age, wers in the
psked General Grant as to whether the | army. we should, In round numbers, have
storles that his father ugsed profnne | 160000 flghting men Of thesa about
language were true He repliad that they | 1.000.000 would be white, and the re-

mainder colored

Military Education in Europe.

“How about the milltary systems of
BEurope, where every boy is required to
spend so much of his life in the army?
Would they be good for this country?™*

“1 do not think our people would con-
sont to that, and our geographical aitmm-
tion s such that we do not need it. There
are, however, advantagts in the military
syntems of Burope, The armies thers are
great achools in which the young men are
taught nbedlence to law and good citizen-
ghlp., They are taught sanitation and
the laws of health, and by the exerciscs
and drill forced upon them the natlon in-
divldusally and collectively = Improved.
Thoese are some of the compensations for
the loss to the nation of the work of the
young men for ssveml years. I do not
wish to say that the system ought to be
adopted here."

“Does tha army have much trouhis In
seouring recruits, General?’

“Nog, there are always men who want to
be soldlera. We treat our soldiers better
than almost any other nation, and we
have little trouble In recrulting. Whan
the times are hard the applications in-
crease.'”

“How about ths desire to be officera?”

“That seema to bs born In & largs pro-
portion of our American boys. Thers are
uiways ten applicants for every vacancy

is anixous to make a fortune the army Is

“We are friendly to both the Japanese

no piace for him. If he has natural busl-

at West Polnt.” (Copyright, 1504.)
FRANK G. CARPENTER.
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“THE BACK TRACK”

‘ By Henry C. 'Rowland|

Copsright by McClura,
FART L

THE shlp was one mass of incon-

Phillips & Co,

grulifes from stem to sterm. To

begin with, she wore the red, white
and blue of Undle Sam's Quanermaster's
Department on her two big buf? funnels
and flew the British ensign.

The greatest Incongrulty of the whaole
outfit was that of the ship's captain and
hie first mate. The captain was an ex-
Royal Navy officer of the frequent bluff,
beely, seagoing type, with & wvoloe like
a sealion and & hand like the fAuke of
& whale,

The mate, on the other hand, impressed
mo a8 being the mongrel straln of two
fine breeds, It was nut ecasy to form
an idea of what nationality he belonged
to. Ome instinctively felt him to ba a
type without belng able to 3y whatl
Bome thought that he was an Egyptian,
others 2 Mongol, & few =zed him up ns
& "down Eamt” Yankes. Whatever he
might be, he ceriainly possessed all of
the earmarksz of a genteman both In
appearance and behavior. 1 never knew
of but one person tnatl gauged him cor-
rectly for what he was,' and that was
mysell.

To one who had mnds the stody of
anthropoiogy that I had the man was
abeorbingly interesting both mentsily
and physically. He siood about six feet
in height and might have welighed 1T
pounds. I saw him several times carly
in the moming taking a bath under the
deck hoee, and noticed thai, when
standing. naturally, his arms hung well
clear of his hips, rominding one of the
figures of the men pictured in Egyptlan
blerogiyphics,

His fave was the most sinlster that 1
have scen On any man, savage or olivil-
fend, The hair, stralght, coarse and
bliack, typically Indian, was brushed
away from p brow broad and Intelligent
enough, but carved straight across with-
out the slightest supercillary arch. Un-
derneath o palr of lheavy brows there
shons a palr of cold metallic eyves as
fierce and unblinking ss an eagle's. His
nose wis aquiline and keenly chissled,
snd his mouth, thin-lipped and com-
pressed, wis cul miradght across his face
like n gash.

The man's acthons were as striking as
his sppearance He secmed Incapabls
of slowness or dellberation. Once 1 saw
him reach for a loose voll of mariln stuff
that was ying on the deck st the same
time that one of the sallors stooped to
pick It uwp. The rope was off the deck,
thrown inte the bosun's chest near by
and McKim on his way aft befors the
«allor hod straightened his bnek agnin.

One could see at o glance that the
transport oaptaln hated the sight of the
mate, having, no doubt, the usual Brit-
ish navy suspiclon and disiike of any-
thing that acted Independentfly and of
itz own wvolitlon. The capiain was for-
ever growling and faultfinding, and 1
often wondered Just what effect 1t had
wpan the mute, for his face was as immo-
bile a8 & mask, and he woulkd simply
exlute and ge! to work to remedy the
matter. The ciash which I plalnly saw

was Imminent came nt last, and in &
most remarkable manner.
Thoe captaln was Just finlshing his

morning Inspection of the shlp, made in
company WwWilth the JuANeTmaster, cap-
tain-doctor and alds. As they came
through the forwanrd alleyway to reach
the deck be noticed a small puddle of
water formed by the condensation of the
molsture on & watarplipe overhead,

The mate was stunding by the star-
board bitts st the foot of the compan-
lonway leading to the deck above.

“Mr. McKim!” growled ths captaln,
The mate was at bls side In three quick

yleps

“Why don't you keop the water off the
dack? What d'ye think this is—a fishin’
smack or o Sound coaster™

“¥You don't want the pipe parcelad, so
1t can't b helped, sin,™ replied the mate.
He sald “can't” with the broad Mains
socent “The pipe's cold and the alrs
Got, 0 the water's bound to condense!

*Hol—very Interestin'™ sneared the

cipinin.  *“Well, mister mate I want to
tell ye that 1t will be heiped, by — or
the deck 'll be gettin' nd rotten as the
erew! Get out the way!"

He stepped across the puddls, and the
mate jeaned back aguninst the bulkhead
to give him room to pass. Whether It
wi= by accident or design I do not know,
nithough 1 suspect tha latter, but the
burly brute of a skipper, sithough the
ship was steady and there was plenty of
rocan,  deliberately planted his great
heavy-aoled boot on ‘the mate's Instep,
at the game time brushing him roughly
with his ejbow. . 3
I bheard & low, soft gurgle—the sound
of a eat when stroked—and saw the
mate’'s hands fiash up to the captain's
walst, just above tha belt. It simply
looked as though he had grasped him
instinetively to take the welght from off
his foot. but ths next instant there was
2 bellow of pain and fright that falrly
shook the deck, and the captaln came
lurching through the door and reeled
over agalnst the rall. The high color had
left his face, and |t was drawn and
tense.

“My God™ he gasped; “my God!™

I turped to him instantly, and noticed
that his shirt on both =sides of his body
was blood-soaked. 1 glanced for a mo-
ment toward the mate; his hands were
hanging emply at his eides, and his face
wis expresslonjess, but just for an in-
stant 1 casught the flat red gleam in
both eyen. The captain was getting
paler, and the perspirstion stood out
on his face In Dbeads 1 pulled wup
his shirt, and to my astoplshment found
not the eut that I expected, hut a great
somi-circular tear through skin and adi-
pose, The mate had torn the flesh spart
with his hands!

No one seemed to know just what
course to tonke In the matter. Ths ac-
tlon was so grotesquely Inhuman that i
didn’t seem to fail under any definite
Jurisdiction, so the captain-quartarmaster
decided to let the matter drop until we
reached Muanila and then szhip a mate
more canny in his actiban

The next day T was leaning on the rall
watching the litle fiving fish spattering
oat under the bows when I was con-
scious of a lght tread behind me. I
jooked over my shoulder and saw Me-
Elim. -

“Good moming,” 1 remarked ly.
1 was intemsely Interested in the man,
but felt instinctively that to betray it
would be to fog the plate,

“Good mornring, Dr. Boles,” hes an-
sweredd. He paused a moment, thon re-
marked suddenly, “You saw me loso my
temper with the captain yesterday?”

“Yes,” T nald; “you have a strong grip.
McKim. T've seen some gueer wounds
in my time, but pever one made in that
way."”

“What do you think they'll do about

it?™ he asked.

1 think you'll losé your billet,” 1 an-
swered.

“] don't care for that,” sald he. “All 1

wanied was {0 got out here’

“What are you golng to doT™" I asked.
carclessiy.

“Get a Hittle vessel and trade around
the Wlunds, T-can buy o B-ton brig out
bere for five thousand." HWa regarded me
dllently for a féew minutes.

“Dootor,” he sald, 1T don't know why &
man of your age, and an Englishman at
that, should want to come out to this God-
forsaken place ag an acting asslstant sur-
geon in the army. There's no mopey In 1t
and not much glory.,” There was a bit of
a sneer on his face aw he #aid this

“Now, I've got a proposition to make. I
want another man to go In with me on
this trading scheme. There Is no end of
money in it 1've made two trips out here
before, and know what I'm talking about.
Do you know anything about a ship?”

“A lintle,” T sald.

“When will your time be wpT™ he
asked .

*“It's up now, as far as that's concerned,
My contract was only made for & month.™

*Have you ever been in the East be.
fore?' ho asked,

“Yeu" 1 answered. *1 once went out to
China as a medieal mussionary. Now I
want to see the Filipinos. You ought to
be interested In them yourself,™ I re-
marked, turning 1o  bim  suddenly.
“They're distant blood relations of

yours™

His eyes narrowed “What do
mean T

“Haven't yop got some Indizn blood?
North American, I mean”

“What mekes you think so?T'

“Becsuse I've studled racial pecultari-
tes and see many points of similarity.”
"You are right, doctor. My grand-
mother was & Tuscarora woman.'

“And your grandfather?

“A Scotch Puritan' he answerad, with
a slight smile, “'Queer comblaation, wann't
it? I was brought up among the Indians
until T was 12 years old, and then I was
sént to my cousin's people in Maine."

“And went to sea with the fishing flest.
Bummer on thoe banks and Wioter on the
farm,"” I added.

“How do you kmow that?"

“Purtly because every one there's a fish.
erman, partly from the way you hold
your hands."

“Right again, doctor, but let me tell you
more about my trading scheme.”

He explained the idea with so0 much
clearness and certainty that I began to
g=t intereated, and before he had finizshed
I was about as enthusiastic as & man can
be who Nas made a fallure of everything
ho had tried from boyhood to his fortieth
year. The cutecomse of It was that 1 de-
clied to go into It with him, he to be
masier of the vessel, with a three-quarter
Intorest, and I as mate, with a quarter,
The procesds would be shared on that
rutio.

When wo reached Manila MoKim was
informed that hils services wera no longer
required, as I had foreseen. I had rather
more difMenity than 1 expected o gelling
my scontract annulled, and was, in fact,
subjected to considerabls eriticism for
leaving the service right upon arriving on
the scens of action. But [ hed gotten
past the age when sentiment counted for
much, and I was sick and tired of taking
orders from every one In sight, anyway:
s0 1 =lmply demanded that my contract
be annulled, and in due time wis success-
ful

McKim came in to sto me almost every
day. Most of his time waa spent ilong
the pasig and paddling around inslde the
breakwater looking for & sultable vessel
at & reasonable price. Untll my contract
was annulled I was oecupled with my du-
tles in the First Resorve Hospital, where
I had been temporarily assigned. One
day 1 met him on the Escolta talking to
a Spanish mestizo, who seemed greatly
excitad.

“Good morning, doctor,” he remarked in
Epanish. *“Senor Valdes,” turning to the
mestizo, “permit me (0 Introduce my part-
ner, Dr. Boles, Benor Valdez,” he con-
tinued to me, “owns A vesssl that I think
might answer our purpose were it not for
the sad fact that some of her frames and
part of her kee! are badly burned as the
result of a fire that broke out in her cargo
a few months ago.”

Bofors we got through with him he was
overjoyed to let us have her at our own
price, which wss fair enough, and wo
made him throw in an extra anchor and
0 fathoms of three-inch colr hawser.

The following day MeKim ahipped a ni-
tive crew, three Tagals and two Visay-
ans, Ilollo men, who afterward turned out
to be hrave, devolsd sarvants. Our ldaa
was to run down among the southern
islunde of the archipelago and try to pick
up n cargo of hemp and tobacod, espE-
clally the former, as the war had put the
price "way up. Many of ths ports were
atill closed, but natives can be induced
to run cargoes off at nlghi, and, besides,
there wores the pearis and copra to con-
sider. 1 was strongly in faver of a trip
to Sydney or Meibourne after n load of
trading Junk, callco printa, condemned
cutlery and stuff of that sort, kuowing
how much the natives preferred thase
things to money. But MceKim seemed 10
think there was more In getting our
hands on ail of the lovse hemp around
the islands,

A week Ister wé had got our eraft in
pretty good ing shape. I had the
enbin aft slightly remodeled and mada
very comfortable. Some Chino carpenters
had been strengthening the burned por-
tions, replacing some of the teak frames
and fishing others in weak spots. One
safternoon I was superintending the work,
a8 McEim was ashore haggling with Val-

you

dez about stores, when I saw a banca
comine al L4 Tindar tha 1 -t

the biggest, fattest Chinaman I aver saw,
As ho seemed to want to come aboard, I
called to one of the c¢rew to drop the
ladder for him. With amazing =actlvity
for a man of his glze hsa came up over the
side and stood smiling at me placidiy. It
wis easy (o see that he was n person of
some consequence, both from hiz brisket,
for only & wealthy Chinaman grows really
fut, and from tho richness and care with
which he was dressed,

“Good aftermoon,” 1 remarked In Span-
fsh. He answered fluently In ths same
tongue.

“Is this Mr. McKImT" he added.

"No," sald I; "he's ashore, but he'll ba
back soon. Come under the awning and
sit down."

At first he started to pump me about
our plans, but I cut him short, gave him
4 clgar and went on about my work. In
about an Hour McKim came sboard.

"Who'a that chap™ he asied.

"Some Chinese compradore, 1 expect,”
sald I. "“Seema to be quite a swell In his
way. Probably wants to sell us a few
extra kegs of nalls. looks as If we might
need ‘em before we get back, too™ I
pushed a sprung plece of deck planking
back Into place with my heel. McKim
walked aft. A few minutes later he called
te me, v

“Come here, will you, doctor. This gen-
tleman,” sald McKim In Spanish, indi-
cating me, "is my partner, and whataver
I do must be done with his consent. Wil{
you please state the proposition to him ™

The big Chinaman looked at me with
twinkling eyes; one would have swomn
that ke was about to tell a funny story.

“1 have just bean telling Mr. MeKim."”
he sald In very good Spanish, "that I
wish to charter your vessel to carry a
cargo for me from Hal Chin."

“Where s that?" I asked

“Ten mlles up the Hal Chin River”

"What Is the cargo?' sald 1, though
I knew what was coming.

*Oplom.”

“And whore is It to be landed ™

“Here: but I will attend to that my-
salf. You wlill run no riak whatever.”

“And we are to Xeep our mouths
shut.” 5

“That ls, of course, understood; your
own Interssts would demand it."

I looked at the old scoundrel In ad-
miragtion. ¥Me was willing to trust
European honesly to bring a wvaluable
cargo across the China Sea, and wus
consistent enough to see that It would
not do to try to persuade us to run It
for him. But our belhg sllent acoesso-
ries of thia aect of smuggling did not
#aem to occur to him as crocked. In
hig Orlentil c¢ode of athles there could
be no dishonesty where there was mo
risk of punishment, I looked at Me-
Kim. His fade was as expresslonless
An the Chinaman's. Then I turned to
the latter.

“How large a cargo?’ I asked.

“Altogether, incinding n few bales of
silk, about what you could load Into
a casco.”

“And the compensation? i

“Two thousand pesos.”

1 shrugged my shouiders
fully.

“I have lived In China for many
yéara" I sald, "and I know the danger
of loading a cargo of oplum; also of
getting it away from that part of tha
coast. The place you speak of being
shallow and dangerous and fuill of pl-
rates wa risk loming our brig and, as
you know, our lives as well!" I caught
MeKIm's eye.

“What do you think of ItT he asked
in English.

“It's worth while” I ansawerad, “and
Il:uwill Bive us ten thousand; let's do

disdain-

MoKIms sinister faco almost beamed,

3 . he =sald; "1 thought you
wouldn't be fooliah about it. You se=e
we don‘'t have anything to do with
lunding the stuff. And it lsn't smug-
Ellng.”

“Yes It in'" sald I, "“and I don't give
a bang it It Is. If I can maks n dollar
without breaking God's commandments
F'll do 1. The devil for those made by
feol legislators!” 1 turned to the Chl-
naman.

“We won't take & pase(a less than ten
thousand pesos,” I sald, “and if yon
try to beat us down we'll rnise our

nrica

The Chinaman still smiled and his
eyes twinkled merrily.

It {& a bargain,” he sald; “do you
want an Agreement signed?”

“Oh, no,” sald I, "It'a not necessary,
but wa want the money befora we
transfer {he cargo to your lighters.”™

*Very weoll, vou shall havae it. Now,
if you will come to my officea tomorrow
morning I will give you all the neces-
sary Information.”

“One moment,'” sald MeKim. "How
Is It that you dare Intrust suck a valu-
able cargo to strangers and forsign-
ara?”

The Chinaman samiled joyously and
emitted a few happy little chuckles.

“I cannot go mysell,” he said; “it 1s
necesasary to trust some gne, and I have
found that white men of tha better
class are honest. Resides, there will be
more cargoes to oarry.”

The following day we went over to
Manila and saw our patron. He ex-
plained in detall what was required of
us, at the same time giving sugges-
tlons as to the easiest way of accom-
plishing ths undertaking. It was easy
to ses that the thing had been dons
before, and not to his satisfaction. We
wera to clear In ballast for the open
ports of the gouthern isinnds, ostensi-
bhly after n general cargo of rice, to-
bacco, coffes, hemp, sugar, etc, end,
once clear of the Iand, were to maks all
haste across the China Sea, run into the
estuary of the Hal Chin River and drop
anchor. Then we were to charter a
boatman to take p letter about 20
miles up the river to a place called Wal
Fu, lying in the foothilla of the Yan
Chin Mountains. The following night
a small junk would come alongside
from which we would transfer our
cargo. On our way back we were to
call at Cebu, where g general cargo
would be quickly put aboard. Then
woe wera to break out the hemp and
bale it up around the opium and slik.
If there were any questions about the
time it took us to go from Manfar to
Cebu we were (o answer that we had
got aground and sprung a leak, so that
it was necessary to beach her for re-
palrs. Thin atory the appearance of
our eraft would amply Justify.

Cur patron promised us that. there
would be no risk to us s he would
glve ua an order duly made out to
earry his cargo, of wigich, of course,
wo would not be expected to know any
more than its general appearance
seomed to justify, from Cebu to Ma-
nila. Once anchored in Manila Bay the
whole work of discharging would be
taken by him, and all it would be
necessary for us to do would be to
show him the manifest signed by his
Chinese partner and recelve our pay.
The whole trip should not take over six
waalts,

Three days later we =ailed. Much
to my surprise the Purissima proved to
be a falrly geod traveler, and It was
tguly & marve] the way the old coffin
would get to windward, McKim had
made a few alterations In her rig and
had given her a tremendous fore and
aft mainasil, which made her some-
thing between a brigantine and a her-
maphrodite hrig. It had a queer-look,
but it helped her wonderfully In get-
ting up Into tha wind Our crew
turned out very wesll., They sll bunked
forward, of course, and seemed to get
on peacefully enough, McEim had tha
starboarid wateh with the two Tagals,
and I the port with the Visayans. The
old man cooled.

An Incident had occurred on our way
noeroan that T must not forget. “On the
morning of the second day out McKim
came on deck to relleve me at eight
bells, and before T went below to got
my breakfast he dipped op a bucket
of water from over the side and thraw
off hin elothes for a bath. I was watoh-
ing him casually, for his qulck, lithe
motions always had = fascination for
me, and T noticed around his neck o
sort of rosary, which, when [ observed
more closely, seemed to be & diminutive
imitation of those pecullar ancient ro-
saries that have frequently heen found
in use in China, Tibet, North America
and Old Mexico. 1 belleve they have
also been dug up with the relies un-
earthed from the ancient tumull of the
monund builders.

*Why do you wear that thing, Me-

looked rather vexed.

“It belonged to my grandmother,”™
he anawerad shortly. "It Is an amulet
Here, hoy, throw that water over me™
he added, turning to ons of the satlors,

I suw that he was touchy about the

but went below,

The little bay where we dropped an-
chor was a fine harbor, landlocked on
all sides by high, bold, rounded niils,
naked of vegelation and studded with
great biack granite boulders; & wild,
desolate place and uninhablted except
for a few fishermen’s huts an the shore.
We got hold of a couple of coolles who
came out in a salling sampan. and after
much haranguing, for thelr dialect wus
different from any that I had encoun-
tered In my misslonary work, made
them understand what we wanted, and
that there would be twice the amount
of money paid them when they re-
turned. Our patron’s agent was to send
un back s serap of paper bearing a
character of which we hald the dupll-
cate to Indicate that our messages had
been rocelved.

The following day the measengers re-
turned, 8o 1 got evervthing in readiness to
recelve our cargo. The slik was to go
down In the fore peak under some extra
safla and the oplum under a false flooring
beneath our cabin. I had seen enough of
Chinese churacter not to trust it too fur,
50 I got out my Colt's revolver and care-
fully olled and loaded It, gotting McKim
to do the same. Then I armed the sallors
with heayy knives that 1 had secured
befors leaving Manlla, and cautioned
them ngain turmning thelr backs on the
crew of the dhow.

Tha night cams down dark and murky.
and bloted out the shore line exespt
where Hers and there the shoulder of
some =srest overhanging hill loomed
hlickly agalnst the somber sky. The
water was dead and dismal. Not a ripple
naor A flicker of phosphorescence came
from the sea, though now and then 1 felt
the puff of a chiily land breeze, smelling
of molst earth and rotting seaweed. [
was leaning on the rafl trying to cheer
myself with a reflpctive pipe, for my spir-
its wers low, and thinking of the altersil
conditions batween my fArat and second
trips to China—the first as a missionary,
the second a3 a smuggier.

BSuddenly I caught the faint “chunk-a-
chunk” that the great stern sculling oar
of a freight sampan makes upon its thole

pin. 1 called McEim, who c¢ame up
through the companlonway buckling on

gun, We listened togetber, and
presently heard the soft “pat, pat™ of

naked feet as the coollea who were scul-
ling the craft threw the welght fimst on
one foot and then on the other. Our
trew wero gatherer together forward in
a little black huddi~d knotl. and presently
one of them erawled stealthlly aft

“What |s RT" I asaked In a whisper.

The man pointed his skinny srm Into
the darkness. Following the direclion
there suddenly resolved Itself from the
Eioom a great square opacity that stood
out agninst the denser darkness behind.
It puszled ma af fOrst, and then I made
it out to be the big black sail of the dhow,
which had been haisted to catch the fitful
pulls of the night breoze.

Our anchor light was burning a dead
yellow. I went below, and, ilghting a
powerful lantern wo had got for the pur-
pose, holsted It on a halilaed that I had

spring =tay the day before. The light
flared suddenly on the blg sall of the
dhow, hat was now close nhoard A
pattor of muffisd orders In a guttural

voice camo from her decks.

“Hello,” sald I. “Stand by for a ine.”
“B-ee—ynh-—aa " came & voles in
answar.

I sent a heaving line uncoiling snnkily
throtgh the darkness It f&ll athwart her
decks and In o moment we hiad her
moored bow and sterm. MeKim dropped
our sea Indder and immedintely the crew
of the dhow came swarming up. I coulin’t
See any use for more than the captain,
a0 1 shoved the rest of the mab back
and hauled up the ladiler. A lght whip
had been rigeed from the maln topsall-
yard arm, and I ordered our crew o man
it. and In a& moment the bales and boxes

came swinging over tho side. No at-

Kim?™ 1 asked. He flushed and then

thing, so 1 made no further comment,

reeved through a Hitle bhlock laahed to the |

empt was mads 0 examine them, as we
wers asimply to receive what was sent ang
receipt for the tojal number of pleces.

The Chinaman who hail come aboard
carried a plece of paper In his hand
which he signified thati ha wanted signed.
MoKim oarried it below. The Chinaman
stood beside the hatch walting for him
to come up. I was bosy tailying In the
bales. the last of which was just coming
aboard, but something. T don't know
what, impelled me to watch that China-
man out of the tall of my eve. And as I
witched the bhales with ona eye and the
man with the other I saw his hand sud-
denly slide down to his balt and caught
the flash of the cargo lght on naked steel,

“Look out, McKim!" 1 shouted.

A wild, eeris scream came n answer
and a wave of dark, agile figures came
pouring suddenly over the bow and stern.
My gun was out In a fiash, and I ecut
down on the man at the head of the
companionway, who, with another scream
even wilder than the first, lurched head-
long into the scuppers. The next moment
McKirn was on deck, and togethar we
lenped onto the deckhouse.

Up forward our saflors were fighting for
their Uves, and for A moment they stayed
the rush from that direction, giving me
time to reach under our dinghy, which
we carrled lashed bottom side up on the
deckhouss, and to slip out the heavy teak
tiller which was shoved under the after
thwart. It was well that 1 did so, 1.
our revolvers were qulekly emptied In
tha faces of the mob, and the next mo-
ment we were back to back fAghting a
blind and hopeless fight against over-
powering odds,

MeKim had got heild of a long iron cap-
stan brake that hs had torn from ths
hands of une of the assailants, and wWan
lashing about him like a wildeat. I had
thrown my empty revolver into A man's
face, and, gripping the tillar with both
hands, was gotting In blow aftar blow
as opportunity offered, parrying occasion-
al thrusts as best I could For what
seomod a long time we beat them back
as foat as they leaped up at us, then sud-
denly something heavy struck me In the
chest and over T went with a crash, and
the next moment was almost suffocated
in writhing, gripping forma, and remem-
ber with disygmast the abominadble stench
of oplum mingled with a nasty, fishy
small that was overpowering. My arms
were wrenched back until I thouxht that
my shoulder bindes would go, and turn
after turn of thin bhark twine was whip-
ped around and cut deep Into my wriste

Although repeatedly struck and cuffed I
44l not lose consclousness, and the most
distinet impres<ion retained ls that of
MeKim, the clothea torn away from the
upper part of his body, a great. gaping
gngh over his eye from which the blood
spattered over his demoniacal face, which
wns working groteaquely In the dim, fick-
ering light from the cargo lantern, and
even at the time 1 was struck by the
welrd similarity of his face to those about
him.

Eo guick were his actiona that they
seemed unable to reach him with any
woapon: then suddenly some great object
flew up from the crowd. There was the
scrunching noise of {ron on bone, and the
next momesnt he was gone.

(Coneluded next woek.)

0, Fain Would I.

Anan
0O, fain would 1, befors I die,
Bergquenth to thes & jegacy,

That thou may'st saay, whan I am gons,
None had my Leart but thes alone!l
Had 1 as many hearts as halrs,

Ag many [lvea an lovers fears,

As macy 1lves an years have hours,
They ail and only should be yours'

Dearsat, before yoa eondescend -

To enterialn a bosym-friend,

Be sure ¥You know your servant wall
Before your llberty you sell:

For Inve's = fire in young and old,

"Tis somélimes hot und sometimes eold,
And mow you knmow that, when they plesss
They cun be slck of love's disepse.

Then wisely choosa a friend that may
Last fur an age, and not a day,

Who joves thees not for Up oF eye,
But fer thy mutusl sympathy!

Iat such a friend II':_{ heart engage,
For ho will comfort thee In age,

And ise thy wrinkied, furrowed brow
With a» muek joy as I do now.




