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PHOTOGRAPHING GOLDEN EAGLES FROM EGG TO FULL

BY WILLIAM L. FINLEY, OF PORTLAND, WITH PHOTOGRAPHS BY HERMAN T. BOHLMAN

FEATHERS‘j

tive haunt, collecting a mseries of
home NPe plctures of these lords of

the sir from #gg 1o Tull feathers—this wan
a hird lover's dream for yoars—a fest
hithertn 1l by the most ad-
her, o r:.ud}' neEver
mont enthusiastic

pﬁmmmrm cagles in thalr na-

TntUrous

o the pictures represent? Three
patient walting, varied by six
n trips In Banta Clara Coun-
in, from civilization bagk to
ar the summit of & rock-
rides of 30 miles on the traln
ol »i, and beckaching tramps of
ten mile® op mountaln trails with & heavy
samera egquipmont: the enapping of over
a hundred bx7T plates expomed at eyery
avallable view of the stronghold Trom
terre firma 10 tredton.

¢ the old eagies show filght? ia the
fire! guery put by the casunl listener.

I alw ses n trmnes of dimappolotment
sweep Lc eountenance when be hears the
answer. The moment you speak of cilmb.
irg 10 an eagle's asris. the average per-
ponn gots an (den of a harrowing tale of
the Eriphe hanging to the ledge

p of u tree with the
ot pound chunks at
few cagles possuss the
mad flercencss plotured and magnified
by sensationul storytellers

When I first scrambled over the boul-
ders of the canyon up toward the west,
1 saw the old eugle slip qulsetly from her
egEpe and skim out over the mountain 10D,
When 1 strapped on the climbers to as-
cend the aerte, I had one eye open for
trouble. In fuct, 1 carried a little gun in
my back pockel, and it was loaded. But
in the six trips I made I always saw the
parents sllently dsappear and stay awny
s long s ws cared to hold possession.
They képt a watchful eye, however, from
the dim bloe distance overhead.

For a noble bird Hke the eagls, this
sbandoning the pest seemed to ma cow-
ardly st first. Wy 4ot she stay andéd
show Dght? Fad I been an animal with-
oui & gun she might have protected her
young. Perhaps the long yeszs of porse-
cution have tnught her something. Life
to her wos not the mad struggls against
& stronger foo. Her first rule of self-
presorvation was to keep half o mile dls
tunt from the animal with the far-reach-
ing, death-deallng weapons

Two Species of Paciflc Coast Eagles.
There are two eagles that inhabit North
Amerion, sud both are found on the Pa-
cific Blope. The white-headod or bald
eagle I8 found in the northemm section,
while the golden eagie Hves in the south-
ern and eastsen portions of Oregon and
Callfornds. Both birds are about three
feoet In holght and bave a Wwing sprend
of Eix or seven fool.

The mesting places of the eaglea are
genarzily in some Inrge tree high uop on
the slope, where they can command n
wide outlook. In mountalnous regions
where good cliffs arc avaliable they will
sometimes select o protruding sheif of
rock. I bave never hoard of an authentic
eare of an eagle fghilng for its nest
whare the serle has been pleced in a tree,
yut oocasiopally cascs are reported where
these birde have fought flarcely when o
newt ploced on o <liff ls disterbed and
where the eagles have a clear chance of
ewooping.
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The First Trip.

The 25th of last March we boarded
the south-bound trgin and landed in o
fertile hilly district With our cam-
eras stropped to our backs we scudded
nlong on whetls the first few miles of
r5. but we piled oar wvehil.
ubout sun-up. Thae

ng ralo= had not

5 &1 ceased. The
peason was at its height. The grass
covared fields were soft and springy
under foot The delleate eurthy odor
Lreathed gently up and the nostrils
fulied not to take eager note of it. The
pir seemed fluent as mercury, and vi-
brited at every sound or motion, Down
every Hitle gully the water gushed wity,
a low suaking Iash A band of red-
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‘mnd the sthooth sycamore, just leafing
out along the canyon bed.
Two miles wup, the mountain top
breaks abruptly off Into the head of the
canvon Here a Inrge syca re s root-
e in the bed of the lit'le streamlet
From the glant roots foar good-sized
trees sproad On the branch bending
out valleyward above the =ieap rocky
slope the eaglea had ecoarried a small
cartload of Himba and sticks and worked
them Into the forks, where they
branched lhorisontal to the ground. |
This waa Indeed a fitting castie for the
ruler of the ridge, for fram the outlook
he surveyod the whole wvaliey below,
and thers was not a path of approach
that his sharp eyex did not command.
Climbing one of the other forks of
the tree, the photographer put up @
tiny piatform In the topmost branchas,
where the camera was fastened and
almed downward at the aerie 20 feel
away. From this point of view the
pictures of the firat two trips were
taken, showing the two #ggs and the
downy young Jjust after batching.
When the eaglets weore older, the pho-
tographeras cilmbed the nest tree with
thelr cameras and took views from
nearer points of interest. To be sure,
the fledglings resented my company
when 1 climbed into the nest, which
was five feot across, and planted my
camers right beside them. Bt at that
time they were notl strong cnough to
offer effective resistance; they could not
help belng imposed upon. But they en-
dored sllantly, laving up wrath for their
days of strengih., when they could
strike a2 blow that brought blond

Sclentific Value of Pictures.
Such a series of pletures has the acl-

entific vnlue of showing the cagiles In
their varlous stages of davelopment, It

gives the exact duta of just how long It
tikes an eagle to rear i{ts brood, from
the time the =gg is lald till the birds
lenve the nest

Later in Uie season I made s careful
study of the nesting habits of one of
the finches (o serve as o comparison
between the small zeed. and inseot-
entffig birds =nd the largest birds of
prey. The dates will glve the reader
an ides of what & difference there Is in
the growth and development of birds.

1 found the finch building its past iast
June and walched 1t ciosely. The home
was linod and complieted the 34th of the
month. It contained three eggpe the ITth.
July & the ¢ggs hatched, and the young
were abls to leave the nest on July 186
wordsa, it took 18 days for tht:]
finches to hateh the eggn and rear the
farnily, or about four wecks to bulld a
neat and send forth a new nestful of
birds Into the world

How about the cogle? The same aerle
in uped year after vear, the flercest slorms
of Winter do not affect 1t but cach sea-
son & new loing is added. Two dull white
egg= are lakl, genorally marked with
brown blotchos. Thess were Inld the rgt
or second week In March, just zs the syea-
more waz beginning to leave out. The
period of incubstion lasted almost a
month, for the égge were not hatched 111 ]
the first week In April. The eagists were

wing blackbirds held a lyrica! carnival
just down the hill, where the Jush
grasses thrived A flock of pippits
fivahed, Miting te-chur! te-chur! wup
the hillslde Meadow larke piped, hum-
mers flashed about the new-born flow-
ers, and biuvejays squawked In dellance
As we sscondad out of the pasture land
and crossed Into the canyon, we found
few tress except the snaggly lve-ocsk

! coversd w eoft while down soon after
I,*:uln'h‘,r:;.. v the color for a
| hunter, but these showy porments lasted
for a month, durlng which the young-
£litrs grew from the ey to the size znod
weight of & rze-aized ben. The first
week in May black pin fexthers began to
push up through the down, first appearing
on the wings and back Week after woak
the stiff black feathers grew, but they
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3. Phetographing the Asrie
2 BEaglets la the Dows,

5. Sprouting Pin-feathers, two wosks lates,
_d& Twe moathy oid, almnost in Foathan

came slowly, covering the back, wi
head and neck, until
in June they were we
bristiing sult of dark Drown
except & small white “shirt 0
even then the birds wers young and wealk
and It prequired almost a 1
month for the feet ar
sirong enough =0 the bird
Its heavy body. So whe the Anch
quired only four weeks to rear a famlii
It took the eagie a good four mont
a third of the year

O
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Savage Spirit.

The eaglets revoited at human interfer-
ence. They opensd their mouths in de-
fiance when I first looked over the nest
edge. Nor were they one whit leas fer-
oclous from all my = T wouid
eagerly have rend ehreds
that dared.touch ti
have taksn the nestlinzgs
But one look Into those d

pan yes had n plercing glars,
1 geemed always peering longl
the far away biua of the distance. Theirn
was & savage apirit, that could no more
be curbed by human hand than could
ths structurs of the bill and foot be
changed The elemental wildness was
pent up in the egp that came from the
mother's body. It was the real king of
aill birds that left tho aerie never again

to be touchod anitve by the hand of man. |

WILLIAM L. FINLET.

More A¥imals Being Exterminated.
Another wild snimal has been almost
extarminated by fur bunters. It in
the beaut!if Satan ape of New
Guinea, which once was so plentifu]
In the forests there that travellers told
how almost every tree bore its load of
handsome monkeys.

Tha beauty of the Satan #50 was.la

i fta wanderiu ing fur  coms
pased of lmmensely long =ilken . b
came populnr cut 12 ye ogo,
nnd penet the
wild kome of to supply the

murkets of

In 1822 th Tt irea rhowed
that poid in that
ONe Fear W = O many

| monk=ys had b only 47,000
akins wer In many

o litelana
will
t all In a fow

plazes the

now, snd It
be no SBatan 2
years.
The white heron, although it stlll exists
ts of South
s monkey, fop
ported ane
- while Ven-
g { 5009 each ¥Year,
1 estimated that In the worst
dlume-h g in Florida the

In great n bars In ceriain

agueln s
It has be
years of

snnual : grand birds
amounted to one and one-half milllons in
a year.

bird is another
nter, and It is
ore this tiny
e e the traveller
west, for there Is
f o¢ where it can cape the hunter,
In London alone the weekly salew of the
ruby and emerald sking of the wonderful
bird amo\lntl to §0.000.

» beautiful hummi
stim of tne fenthe

8 question
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High Places Affect Watches.

It bas ULeen found that watches and
clocks cannot withstand the effect of
its with perfeet lmmunity any
n human beinge can. Like them,
ér from the change in the air
presmu A watch taken to the top of
Mont Blane will galn 3% seconds in M
hours. The thinness of the alr, with its
decreased pressure, makes the poor watch
dizzy and leads It to run faster, just as
a man's blood runs faster. Watches wiil
change a little even when carried from
the lower fioors of 2 house to the higher
cnes, although the variation is too slight
fo be.considered for proctical purposes.




