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JAPANESE WERITING.

Bince Japan bas come so prominently
to the front, in the category of nations,
everything that reiates to her history
and to her people Is ievested with new
futerest. It occurs to The Oregonian
now to suy & word about the method of
writing abe employe. It glves a liter-
ary form more cumbrous than she
ought to be burdened with; yet to
change such a thing is no easy matter.

Before phllological study bad approx-
imated to the conditions of an exact
aclence it was supposed that Japanese,
from the characters employed In it, was
a variation of Chinese, ‘But nothing
could be more erroncous. It is only to
superficid] observation that the writing
Is similar. The Chinese characters are
symbolic; the words monosyllable. A
written character stands for a word,
and a word often for an idea. In Chi-
nese every one of those groups of black
strokes and dots which seemn go shape-
lens to our eyes ia the picture of an ob-
ject: not a picture of the sound of Its
nMme, as our written words are, but a
representation, real or symbaollc, of the
thing itself. Exrly specimens of Chi-
nese writing show these groups of
strokes in & stage when a greater de-
gree of resemblance to the thing 1 pre-
served; but the exigencies of quick writ-
ing, among & people who read and write
& great deal, have gradually reduced
the pletures more and more to the con-
dition of arbltrary signs, whose connec-
tion with the things signified must be
a matter of habit and memory. Chinese
writing, however, bas not remained
purely ldeographic. Certain characters
have determinative sounding signs, Yet
these varistions rather increase than
diminish the dificulties of learning the
language, whether spoken or writlen.

But, at basis, the writing of Chinese
Is plcture writing; Just as the writing of
ancisnt Egypt was; and it s an Inter-
esting fact that the Japanese have deall
with the Chinese system of writing pre-
cisely ns di4 the Phoenlclans with the
Egyptinn hlerogiyphics. The Japunese
have chosen forty-seven signs from the
many thousands employed by the Chl-
pese, and they use them phonetically
only; thatl is (o say, as true sound-
earrying letters. They have taken Chl-
nese characters that have certain
sounds, when pronounced, and use
them alphabetically. or syllableally,
rather, as sounding signs. Tt is just
what the Phoeniclans did when they
made the alphabet, that has pazsed into
almost universa] usage, out of the pic-
ture writing, or {deagraphs, of EgyptL

The Japanese language being poly-
eyllablc, the Chiness characters, which
are verbal phonograms, could only be
uned for the expression of the polysylia-
bie Japanese words by being treated as
sylinbic slgne. It Is explained that a
number of characters, sufficient lo con-
stitute a syllabary, having been select-
ed from the namerous Chinese phono-
gramas, it was found that the wkole ap-
paratos of “keys” to pronunciation or
meanings might be rejected, as mno
longer indispensable to the reader. By
these changes an almost incredible sim-
plification of Chinese writing was ef-
facied. But though syllablsm ls a great
advance on a aysism of verbal phono-
grams, yet it ia necessarily somewhat
cumbrous, owing to the .considerable
number of charncters regquired.

The Japanese syllabaries were derived
from the. Chinese characters at some
time before the ninth century of our
present era.  What is surprising Is that
It never has ocourred to a people 8o
ingenious as the Japanese to converl
thelr syllabariea into a simple alpha-
bel.

The most important human invention
is the alphabet It was made by selec-
tion from Egyptian characters certain
ones which passed into use as sounding
signs, and their combinations gave the
desired results. Japan has gone some-
thing more than half way with adoption
of the system, and perhaps may ocom-
plete it later.

It = not pretended that, If the Re-

publican majority in Oregon on Monday

Is mot large, there will be danger that
the state will not vate for Roossavelt In
November. That is not at all a state-
ment of the case. The reason for the
appeal for a larges Republicar majority
on Monday lles In the fact that such
majority will be an indication to the
whole country ln faver of Roosevell,
which will prefoundly affect and Im-
press public sentiment in all the states
The articles which The Oregonian has
republished fram Eastern papers show
how the outcome in Oregon Is awaltad.
There will

be votes In Oregon for
Roosevelt in November Neo fear of

suggested what Democratic names It
would be well to substitate for them.
Those who have not promised to stand
by the people—that Is, by Teal, Strong
and Jackson—but have reserved Lhe

and dishonest nature of this movement
&gainst the Republican cause is
stamped on Its very face. The question
Is, How will Republicans meet this as-
sault upon the integrity of the Repub-
lican column?

That i, in fact, the whole question gt
the poils tomorrow. What kind of Re-
publicans have we In Multoomah
County? Wiil they oco-operate In Dem-
ocratic conspiracies or repsl them as
they deserve?

The Democrats have plcked out cer-
tain piaces on the Republican ticket
they want, and they a=k Republicans
to help them get them. They would
like the Sheriff, they would like the Dis-
trict Attorney, they would like certaln
Legisiative places He i=s not a very
loyal Republican or dependnble com-
rade who consults with the enemy aa to
his desires and lets him Into the camp at
rome exposed point. He Is & good Re~
publican and a faithful soldler who ral-
lies to the defense of the spot that most
needs help. Can't we have a decisive
answer tomorrow to the Democratic
consplracy?

THE MYSTERY OF LEADERSHIF.

The Philiadelphla Press fought the
late Senator Quay sll his days with un-
relenting vigor and courage, and it con-
fesnes that he was for more than thirty
years the abmolute ruler of Pennsyl-
vania politice. He began his career as
an insurgent against the sway of the
Cameron ring. He equaled Simon
Cameron in ¢raft and surpussed him In
audarcity, and became the most power-
ful and autocratic dictator that Penn-
gyivania had aver seen. He was a man
without the personal magnetism of Clay
or Blaine; he was utterly without the
splendid platform eloquence and per-
sonallty of Conkling or Matt Carpenter
or ex-Benator Woleolt, of Colorado. He
was laciturn, secretive, mysterious, and
the Press that hated Quay confesses
that he had a vast body of devoted
friends &ll over the siste, because,
while his philosophy of politics was im-
moral and his methods unprincipled, he
never forgol & mwan who was his loyal
political partisan in sunshine or In
storm. He remembered and noted
every service. His word was his bond.
He was unemotional, without ardent
affection ar enduring malice.

If the necessity of political warfare
compelisd him somelimes o turn o
friend down, he was s=ure o make
amends at a Iater stage. He had the
temper of Nupoleon, who said to Gen-
eral Buchet, who commanded In the
Spanish Provinees of Valencia: “Gen-
eral, capture the leading city of Valen-
cin and Inside lts walls you will find
your Marahal's baton and &n annual In-
come of 400000 francs.” Suchet took
the city; Napoleon knew how to get
the best posalble servicé out of his
military subordinates by muking n di-
rect appeal 10 their personal self-inter-
est. He held Massena true by gratify-
Ing his abnormal avarice. He held
Lannes by giving him spliendid horses
and plenty of money for wine and
women. Lannes was not 4 mean man,
like Massens, but he was a spendthrift
grenadier. He held Lefebre, who was
an honest and upright mun, by giving
him & splendid saber and pistols. His
nobler-minded Generals he could hold
by appeals to thelr love of military
glory, as he did In the case of Suchet,
Soult, Davoust Mortier, Muacdonald;
some he held by bonds of personal af-
fection, like Duroc and Bessleres, and
when he found 2 restless military mal-
content, llke Kleber, Moreau Berna-
dotte, 2 men that could not be won by
military honors, money., fattery or
friendship, he got rid of him at the first
opportunity.

This Napolesanic philosophy and prac-
tice in both war and politics was ace
cepted and relentlessly enforced by
Quay, who knew that the vast majority
of men grew exceedingly weary of do-
ing something for nothing, so while he
was nol aiways inflexible in revenge
and punishment, he seldom forgot to re-
ward or at least cordially recoguize the
loyalty of his frienfis. He knew Penn-
sylvanin, which, with ils nearly six mil-
lions and a half of people, Is utterly in-
ferior in popular Intelligence and moral
sense lo Massachusetts or New York.
What Qualy did in Pennsylvania during
the last thirty years he could not pos-
sihly have ever done In Massschusetts
or New York. He couid not have done

“Pennsylvania Dutch™ population was
s0 mean-spirited«dn the Civil War that
on the forced march to Gettysburg to
save Pennsylvania the soldiers of the
Army of the Potomac bought water by
the giasy of wayside vendors in June
and July, 18831

Quay waa a fallure In Natisnal poli-
tics, but in dull, stupld, stubborn, clan-
nish Pennsylvanla he was successful
Quay alwaye appealed to the “hog" side
“of human nature, and he succeaded In
Fennaylvanis because the “hog™ side Is
mors predominant in that state than
any olher. Quay succeeded In Pennsyl-
vanla as he could have succeeded no-
whersglse In this country, and his suc-
cess IS an unanswersbls Indictment of
the very low mental culture and moral
devalopment of that great state. The
singular thing is that & man whosa po-
fitical methods were g0 base and Im-
moral as thoss of Quay should yet have
possessed a heroic quality of sell-sacri-
fice, for at the great battle of Freder-
icksburg there was no more cool, dar-
ing soidier than Coionel M. 5. Quay.
He deforred tendering his resignation
to accept an important state office be-
cause a battie was Impending, and into
that great battle he went and béhaved
with distingulshed courage,

DESERVES SUFFORT AND AFPROVAL.

Republicirs of Multgomah County
and of the State of Oregon have long
looked forward to the day when party
harmony could be restored here and the
purty management Intrusted to hands
that would justify their tenure by broad
and statesmaniike policy.

What has been wanted, in a word, is
& moderate course toward the minority
element of the party, giving them such
recognition as would justify their ae-
quiescence in the result and thelr sup-
port of the ticket,

¥or & long time & contrary course has'
prevalled. Ostracism ls pot too mild a
word to apply to the dictatorial method
that has been adopted in deallng with
the defeated faction, This was done of
old by EBimon and by the Mitchell fac-
tion Itself in 1902

But it has not been done this year,
The Multnomah County Convention and
the State Convention were open affalra.
The candidates the organization pre-
ferred had to take thelr chantes on the
convention floor and some of them lost.
The silate ticket consista of former 8i-.
mon men renominated. The Judges of
the Circuit Court in Muitnomah County,
Stmon holdovers, were renominated. A
Mitchell preference for Sherlff and As-
seas0r was overruled by the conventlon
by the ald of SBimon votes. The minor-
ity had a voice and got results.

It has been #0 In the campaign. The
county committee has done Its best for
the whole ticket, regardliess of the pre-
vious amiiation of nominees, and If it
has been more active at one point than
at another it has been because fhat
point needed more help, No distinetion
has been made between the old fac-
tional lines as to campalgn speakers,
for former Simon men have participated
freely on the stump and have perhaps
been Invited aven more freely than they
have accepted.

Not In years has there been guch cor-
Mal recognition of the minority by the
majority, nor such cordial acceptance of
lhe result and co-operation by the mi-
nority. When men like Judge Northup,
D. 8olls Cohen and Wallace McCamant
accept the resuit And go out and work
for the ticket, it is time for the rank
and file to fall in line and present a
united front to the common Democratic
o,

To the Republicans of the county, let
us say, therefore, that the organization
deserves thelr support. There Is no
justification for desertlon anywhere
along the line. In the renomination of
Judge Moore, Commissloner Balley,
Judges Frazer and Cleland, the organi-
sation has shown political wisdom and
good falth that should be rewarded
with support. No Democratie victory
and no Democratic gain can be had at
tomorrow's eiection without the ald and
comfort of Republican votes. What are
we 1o have a party for unless to stand
by It In the hour of need and at the
spots where it s most fiercely assalled?

AR TO TEACHERS SALARIES,

There Is a well-defined movemnent in
progress In this city the object of which
is Lo secure an Increase In the salaries
of teachera In the public schools of
Multhomah County., The demand ap-
plies perhaps more directly to the sal-
aries of the teachers in the publle
schools of Portland than to those tn the
rural districts. This demand |s supported
not only by the necesgities of the case,
but by justice as Interpreted in the
wage-earning world. Simply stated, the
pay of schoolteachers Is lower, In pro-
portion to the demands made upon the
intelligence, time, strength and nerve
force required, than is that of persons
who are engaged in any other of what
is called the learned professions or the
skilled trades.

It = not necessary to go inte the
ecauses that produce this effect. Nelther
is It profitable to do so, since discus-
slon In this line brings up nothing new
and settles nothing. Much that is ad-
vanced s mere opinfon. Over against
it stands the Incontrovertible fact that
te teach acceptably In our schools &
proficlency In weeriain branches of
knowledge is insisted upon. This profi-
clency can only be acquired al the ex-

t In Massachuselis because her popular
intelligence and stern public moral
sense would have made such palitical
lendership as that of Quay impossible;
he could not have done 1t In New York
because the country counties of New
York bave too much brains and intsil-
gence to submit to such leadership and
the grest City of New York Is too as-
tute commercially to accept gfuch 2 man
for a dictator.

Quay svcceedesd In Pennsylvania be-
cause, while It is the second greatest
stats af the Unior In wealth and popu-
latinn, it Is a comparatively dull snd
stupid state; it is the Corea of the
of "the
Qutside of Benjamin

American Union, the hnd
| Morning Calin™

. of much time and =fort, and at
a considerable outiay of money. A de-
gree of adaptablility for the work Is also
required, and experience Is considered a
prime requisite to the teacher's success.

Granting all of these things, we turn
to the ethical side of the guestion,
where we meet the statement, also un-
disputed, that the teacher's work, next
to that of parents, is the most import-
ant factor in character-bullding. Com-
ing back to material or more tangible
things, we find that teachers must
matntain the dignity of their profession
by their surroundings. That is to say,
they cannot live n poor romms In a
cheap portion of the city, but they must

£

4 And w
the line expenses of living have largely
Increased in recent years, teachers’ sal-
aries have practically remalined station-
ary.

This is manifestly unjust. Not before
In many years has it cost as much to
live in Portland as it costs now. To
save anything—aven the merest pit-
tance—from a salary of $750 or 300 a
year

is because they are not worth more™ ks
&s untrue as it s impudent.

of School Trustees, To this board is
ieft the selection of teachers for our
publicschools. From the applicants for
teachers’ positions—applicants drawn
froin the country at large, dlligent In
business. earnest and well prepared for
the work—the board strives with care
and diligence to sslect the best. To say
of these “The laborer 15 worthy of his
(or her) hire” is but to repeat a senti-
ment the justice of which has remained
undisputed through centurjes of grow-
ing enlightenment,
F——————————

KEASSERTION OF PATRIOTIC SPIRIT.

No memorial:day since 1887 has rolled
over the American people with such
universal encomium of the American
soldier., Patriotic fervor that is ordi-
narily unrestrained by political consid-
erations has been hampered ever since
Dewey salled into Manila Bay In 1898
Some of the ablest journals In the
United States have lent themselves to »
policy of hostility and criticiam toward
the Army, which simply stopped the
mouth that had been wont to honor the
sojdier and acclaim the flag.

But this year all is diffsrent. We are
at peace and there le no partisan pur-
pose to be sustained by assaults upen
the Army. Never do we remember Lo
have seen =0 unanimous o spirit of
military pride in American newspaper
eolumns as distinguished the utterances
of the press throughout the cougtry on
May 30 and Il of this year. The reason
s that with the acute stage of hostili-
ties In the Phillppines out of the way
there Is no occasion to balittle the Army
or besmirch the Natlonal purposes it is
trying to sustain. A typleal utterance
of this sort Is this paragraph from the
New York Times: !

Mr. A. Henry Savage Landor contribatee
to the current North American a most in-
teresting artlele upon “The American Boldler
a8 Seen In the Philippines.” It is a vindica-
tion of the United Siates Army which will be
particularly gratifylog to that organisation,
whicth cught 10 bs gratifying to svery Amer-
lean citisen, and which ought corresponding-
iy ts put 1o shame those [l birds, Bostonian
ar Congresslonal, which take perverse ploas-
ure in foulilng their own nests.

All this is true, but it is no truer to-
day than It was in 1898 to 1801 when
the Democratic and antl-imperialistic
press, with a few notable exceptlons,
were saying every mean thing possible
about the Army and lts work In the
Phillppines; when our civil authorities
at Washington were stigmatized as de-
spollers of liberty and our officers and
men In the Phillpplnes were likened to
brigands and cut-throats, Those cruel
and unjust aspersions are appropriately
rebuked by Mr. Landor in the article
to which the Times refers, thus:

I was struck by the morally magnifjcent
pe of men who lead the American Army—
fair, open-minded, business-iike, hard-work-
ing officers, combining patienss in tedicus
plodding through excessive office work with
pluck snd dush and, above all, tact and we-
curate Jodgmept when in the fsdd. It = pot
to be regretted that the American officer
lecks the overwhelming love for wearing ap-
pare]l which characterises military men of
wany Eurcpean Armles, and his simplicity of
clothing is, indeed, well matched by his easy,
manly, sensibile manner.

The general abandonment of attacks
on the Army's good name grows pri-
marily, no doubt, out of the decline in
partisan exigency on this score in Con-
gress; but we suspect that it Is also
something due to the discovery that the
American people are not yet so enfee-
bled in rugged patriotism as to welcome
assault on the Army and on its flag.
There is only one course to pursue In
regard to the Army, and that ls to
gtand by It through thick and thin,
through evil and through good report.
In the day when the people rejoice in
attacks on the men "who are wearing
thelr Natlonal uniform and bearing
thelr Natlonal flag through fAying bul-
lets on & forelgn field—In that day lb-
erty will not have long to dwell there,
because nobody will long have the heart
to fight for i{t. And in the United States
that day is not yet,

f——

A SAD AND SORROWFUL CHAFTER.

A more touching case of destitution,
coupled with age and the memory of
former affluence, has perhaps never
been brought to the attentlon of the
Multnomah County Court than that of
Mrs. Jans Abraham, widow of a well-
known plonesr and herself a reaident
for half of & long lifetime in and near
Portinnd. The story of the sudden in-
crense in wealth a few Yyears ago
through the rise in Mount Tabor prop-
erty vilues that came to James Abra-
ham and Jane, his wife, s a familiar
one. Childless, devoted church people,
and withal of kind and charitable nn-
ture, the wealth that came to them from
the sale of the few acres that had long
served them in the double capacity of n
home and maintenance, was to them as
a gift from the Lord, to be dispensed
in his service,

This disbursement the aged man, with
(as far as she had knowledge of the
transaction) the consent of hla wife,
was pledged for the construction of an
ornate and Iimposing storde church
bullding. The hard tlmes came on,
James Abraham died, and his sged and
feeble widow faced a financlal problem
which she could in no wise soive. At.
torneya were called In, and In a few
years the regular thing happened. The
estate was wrecked., Slow, miserzbie
years of poverty, heartburnings and
pitiful distress of mind have passed,
and Jane Abraham, 80 yesrs old and
bedridden, has applied through her at-
torney for a pittance of $§ a month from
the county and her plea has been
granted.

It = |dle at this stage of the pititnl
game to attempt to fix the biame for
this property and personal wreck. If it
was with those who vigorously pressad
the claims of Centenary Chureh after
the demlise of James Abraham, they
may be sald to have atoned iIn Ditter-
ness of spirit, secret anxisty and open

_keep vigil at her bedside and sympathy

form of deeds, they,
do not chafe under

turming the sudden wealth that came to
James Abraham into & church bullding
fund through flattering an old maAn's
vanity o1 playing upon an old man's
consleence, many have passed on. The
church, between herolc self-denial on
the part of lis laity and persitent beg-
ging from {ts officials, sees the begin-
ning of the end of its long strugsle
with debt, and Jane Abraham, robbed
alike by pretended friends and open
enemies, awaits on a bed furnished by
charity the end of a sad chapter, al-
ready too long deiayed. May kindpess

with tender touch minister to her needs
and at last reverently close her eyes
and breathe a sigh of thankfulness that
“all Is over.”

Dr. Sllverthorne, of Toronto, gave, in
a recent lssue of the Canadian Practl-
tioner and Review, a paper on the {den-
tification of blood stains which, In view
of medico-legal testimony recently
given in a criminal case in this state, Is
interesting. He says that until two
years ago the medical expert was not
able, except in very rare cases, to glve
& more positive statement in regard to
& blood stain than to say that it was
mammalian blood, nnd that from exnm-
ination and measurements It was con-
sistent with human blood. At the pres-
ent day, however, the expert may EO
much farther and still be sure of his
ground. That is (o say, he can slate
definitely whether a given blood stain
Is of human bicod or not, and can even’
go farther and determine whether it is
a staln from the blood of a domestic or
other animal. The distinction, he says,
is difficult beiween the blood of the
human and the ape, but he adds that
when the test ls carefully made accord-
ing to sclentific formula, human blood
cannot be confounded by the expert
with that of anlmais. The method by
which conclusions, thus declared to be
poaitive, are reached are not of Inter-
est Lo the general publie. It is the fact,
if it be o fact, that arouses attention,
not unmixed with doubt and wonder.
Dr, Silverthorne says thal as far az his
knowledge extends this test has not
been made in any medico-legal case In
Canada as yet, but he s willing to
vouch for the practicablity of It We
may well belloave that a consclentious
American fury would hesitate long be-
fore it would return a verdict of “gullty
as charged” If this were the only evi-
dence of gulit that had been produced
where the lssue was one of life and
death.

“Why 4ild The Oregonlan attack Dr.
Hill io his absence™ It has come to
the notice of The Oregonian that this
question has been asked. They say now
that Dr. Hill is absent from the state.
This has caused The Orsgonian to maks
such Inquiry ag It could. So far as it Is
able to learn, it finds that Dr. Hill left
the state & wesk or ten days before his
vile attack on Portland, on the Mayor,
and on The Oregonian, was printed.
The Oregonlan replled—not knowing he
was gone. But had it known he was
gone |t would have been under no obli-
gation to withhold reply to one who
had left a vile, false and cowardly at-
tack behind him, to be printed after he
was gone., As Johnson sald of Boling-
broke, who had left a posthumous work:
“He charged a blunderbuss agninst
truth and morals, which he was too
cowardly to fire off, but left a crown to
s beggarly wretch, to pull the trigger.”
Whether Dr. Hill is hers, or absent,
makes no kind of difference o this
newspaper. Only this: He has no
right, having left his stink-pot behind
him, to be exploded after he was gone,
to compiain that it was replied to. His
accusations against Portland were of
the vilest and falsest charncter. Port-
tand s & decent and orderly city, None
more 80, But aven [f It were not, It Is
as Infamous for any son of Portiand to
say what Dr. Hill has said as it was for
a son of Noah to expose the nakedneas
of his father. Persons of sound moral
basis and of decent sensibilities don't
do that sort of thing.

A flatulent orator from Ohlo, & vaga-
bond preacher or lecturer, named Ba-
ker, has been making speeches through-
out Oregon, devoted chiefly to abuse of
The Oregonlan. Through many Yyears
thesa wvagrant preachers, politicians,
lecturers and quacks, of all sorts and
degrees, have been dolng this kind of
thing, and no doubt will continue It
Tillman, Bryan, Towne and Baker, the
little dogs and ajl, “Tray, Blanche and
Sweetheart,” find The Oregonian here,
an invineible force against their vaga-
ries. The Oregonian would be honored
by their atticks, if thelr attacks could
honor anybody. As it ls, The Orego-
nian, knowing their character, holds
them in supreme contempt. Let the
heathen rage.

A systematic effort will be made In
Chlcago this year to secure a sane cele-
braiion of the Fourth of July. The plan
js to take the demonstrative feature of
the occasion out of the hands of the [r-
responsible, nolse-loving small boy and
run 1t as & municipal entertalnment,
with the Mayor, city palice and promi-
nent cltizens In control. A sane and
safe kind of celebration, Instinet with
patriotism and pleasure, but devoid of
danger from toy pistols, cannon crack.’
ers, Dewey chasers, explosive canes,
ete., Is the object of this municipal es-
plonage. Every largs city In the Na-
tion will wateh the result with kaen in-
terest.

\

The only “card” the Democratic party
has in Oregon Is Governor Chamberlain.
But when George Chamberiain, two
years hence, shall run up against the
candidate of a united Republican party,
as he will, then you may extend your
sympnthy to *“a good fellow, out of
luck.”

It is funny indeed. The so-cailed or
seif-styled Municipal Reform League
takes Manning and Weord for its candi-
dates, and mixes them up with elvic
purity, local option and prohibition. Yet
perhaps they wonder why people laugh!

— e ——————

There are some notes on the history
of Oregon fifty years ago on the 30th
page of this issue, that will interest the
reader. No reader concerned with the

be comforiably housed, which . this

eansure for the mistake that *hasy mads

T
1

n the fight for Governor, is as
popular there as anFwhere In the West.
If the Oregon Republicans count on
this popularity as the principal reason
for thelr stccess, the party outaide the
stats haw every right to belleve that
this expectation will be fuifilled. In
that case there will be rejolcing that the
first state to express its oplnion of the
President’s course in National affairs has
reflocted an apprecintion of his services.
A certaln degree of knowledgs will have
been acquired of the actual stremgth of
the President at the polis and much more
concerning ths attitude of the agrieul-
tural population of the West toward the
parties. Oregon !s far away from ihe
portion of the country to which one
usually looks for clsar and comprehen-
sive study of moat Natlonal questions,
but It Is interestsad in the tarifi, more
In the caune of Natlonal expansion and
still more in the Panama Canal

Unlasa the next to Impossible happens
the only danger to a large Bepabiican
plurality ian doth districts will grow outl
of the land frauds inguiry, which In a
few states bas apread Into an Investiga-
ton of the divers land questions, name-
ly, the desert lund, forest reservationa,
sheep-feeding and mine reservation prob-
lems, and In Oregon has included frauds
by Government officials, who bave had
to be removed much against thelr will
Bome bitier fesling has grown out of the
endeavor of the Government to keep the
public Interest= pecure through all tha
scheming of the uctually dishonest and
the mistaken In regard to the Interior and
Agricultural Departmenta’ interpretation
of the lawa passed by Copgress on themse
subjects. But Senator Fulton says that
the state will give a total plurality for
the Republican candidates for Repre-
pentatives of M0, Republican and
Democratle political leadsrn outsides the
state will wait for the verdict of Oregon
on the Hey of the party, and much
will be of its election during the
campaign if It resuits in a satisfying Re-
publican triumph.

—_—_——— e —

JONAHS OF MUNICIPAL LIFE.

Chieago Journal

The greatast fault of those who assume
to bs “clvic reformers™ s that they are
not reformers, but “knockers,” pure and
simple. This is true In Chicugo as else-
where.

The men and the so-called reform bod-
tes that are engaged in tha work of ex-
posing corruption in officinl places and
who see no virtue In any municipal poticy
that is not measured by their own stand-
ards, are apt to lose sight of the fact that
it will require something more than
chronlc bewallment of civie corruption to
bring about an era of clvie honesty. The
reform which goes no further than It Is
led by pessimi=m almost invariably fails
far short of its real mission.

Anybody can find corruption. Anybody
can follow the spoor of “graft.” Anybody
ean make & nolse and cry “Thief!” But it
will take something more than this to
abolish grafting and put an end to thlev-
ery. Pointing out the weak places in the
clvie structures doea not mend them. It
only Invites attack.

The clvie reformer Is too often contant
with belng a Jeremiah, walling over tha
desolation of his ideal city, or a Jonah,
predicting Its destruction. With him pes-
simism Is an article of faith: optimism an
econommic heresy.

Fortunately for Chicago the true re-
former is & bullder, not a destrayer; an op-
portunist, not an iconoclast; a Mosea, not
a Jomah. If corruption lurks in the hidden
places of the municipal government, the
dlsposition and the ablliity to drive it out
and place honesty in its stead ablde also.
If Chicago {8 wicked, It has within It the
posaibility and the desire and the means
for self-purification. If wrong hides be-
hind the shield of law or custom the
broom of popular indignation will sooner
or later sweep It away.

Nevertheless, lot the reformer and the
pessimist have their way. When they
have dona bemoaning the times and the
morals these will have changed f{or the
better Ly the natural process of evolu-
ton.

Another “Most Wicked” City.
Philadelphia Inquirer.

It hes besn the custom, owing to the
very strenuous political campaigns that
havea marksd the past few years to hold
Philadelphin up as the example of munici-
pal wickadness to be shunned. It pleases
other cities to call us unclean and o vie-
tim of the worst elements of soclety. The
other day the Law and Order Soclety had
much to say and scathingly arraigned the
authoritles for permitting the jowest
forms of vice to exist and to fourizsh
broadcast. Now comes a clergyman—Rev.
Madison C. Peters—to object to such a
charge. He belléves It to be unfounded,
and declares that in 3 years he has not
known viee to be so hidden and velled and
frightensd as it Is today. It is difficult
to stamp out all forms of crime. It can-
not be done. Crime can be controlled, not
absolutely abolished. But there is this o
be sald: Vice is not openly flaunted In
the faces of men and women on the
sireets. Vies exists undoubtedly, and It
always will to an extent, but those who
wish to shars in it must search it out

e
Gambling ““Closed™ at Seattie.
SBeattla Argus.

While gambling has beon stopped In Seat-
tle, Beattle people have not been stopped
from gambiing. Since the poolrooms have
been closed in Seattls they have heen re-
moved to Georgetown, where they are
agparently doing as much business as
ever., Gambiing is wide open In Tacoms,
and the Interurbun has been compelled to
put on another car to accommodate Beat-
tleltes who desire to squander their
money. Ths Flyer, too, s doing a big-
ger business than for some time. Everett
and Bellingham asre getting jealous, and
are framing up to open gambling wide.
All of which provea (hat one cannot re-

history of Oregon should avericak them,

NOTE AND COMMENT.

A Sonnet to Mount Hoed.
llﬂlonm-nu\. 1 do not hold with chose
Wiould cheapen one of FPortlabds Daivest

BY xreeting thee as Nature's Stack of
Whites

Nor when t.hllliﬂl fuaben thee with rese

And turss o plok Wy Summesr DMowsy of snows
With green mmsertion, sball chis pes ' that
wriles -

thy biush to thmt faimt Sew whish

Bghts r

The telltale tip of enme young Drinker's nose.

K:t:ﬁuwhsl--ullﬂml—m
thine wlry eoalpess foadly dreams,

Fancy with my Dewtre in aptnrse mests -
To toneh Wik grace the dear and lofly

Thou art :\;m-m-rhktuxum‘nm
Heaped redidy for ber use, & vast lot Cresiie

Over the Alps.
This s Ibe time of cur misery,

Gathered to heasr on sume mully might,
“Over the Alpe Lies Italy—
Theme of six essays by girie in white.

Linten wo all moest patiently
Tawning ontil we bave stret ]
E strete our seRipe—
The end of the show ia cur ltaly,
But ob! how rocky sur lioe of Aipal

Answers to Correspondents.
WINSOME WILLIE-No. the beadgoariers of
the Hunt Club are o0 st Second and Oak.
JS—You had better buy & botile (hie
svening. Al ciossd tomorrow,
FLOSEIE—Ask Beatrice Meataxe. Cur own
iden would Be to land him one In the sinty f
e poes out with the other girl
And Travis probably sounds the “1" in
lnmi!"!

To drink from the bar or be barred
from the drink seems to be an bwue.

Operations in the Kwan Tung shmus
indicate that FPort Arthurs gatting It in
the neck.
Money talks. Some is being wagersd on
more than one candldate for Bhariff, so
it doesn't always tell the truth,
The Liberty Bell Is on another jaunt,
although one would think (¢ had earned
the right to rest for the remainder of its
days.

Now dloth the bumy candidate,

In hopes of gaining place,
Expend Lis shining ducate
For advertising epace.

“Whea President Roosavelt objested to
race sufcide,” observes the Saturday
Evening Tost, “he dld not mean the
Presidential roee.”
The BSlexy-boy Marmuls of Anglesey
has gone bankrupt through a fondness
for play-acting and gregaws. Plty the
old Paget who stood the pounding of tha
French at Waterloo can't revisit the
glimpses of the moon long enough to kick
a little senze Into his degenerste groat-
grandson.

A lady of Centerville (Wash.) has sent
the following letter to The Oregoalan:

Eadetor Oregolan—1 wish to wright somae In
YoUr paperT.

This v a very laudable wish, but for
the sakes of the copy-reader it Ils to be
hoped that the lady of Centerville will
take a course In spelling befors begin-
ning to “wright some.™

The Interurdan line between Seattle and
Tacomp is sald to have put on an extra
ear for the convenience of Seattle men
that want to gamble and must go to Ta-
coma to find a place with the lid off. And
yet some people were foolish enough ta
say that the law making sambling a
felony would benefit nobody. Just look
at the benefit to the Intarurban.

John Fisher, a Pannsylvania youth,
cams home from hia work in Milnesville
one day last week, and found that his
supper wasn't ready. He flew Into a
rage, and whilst under the influence of
passion ahot himself. FPerhaps it was
Just as well, for If a boy of 13 gels so
mad at baving to walt for his supper,
what a frenzy would have selzed him In
later Ife when his wife was late with
her cooking. His sulcide probably saved
the divorce courts a job.

Sergrant Slover

Livea in clover,
Mikes a mash on
Bee him clnch® em
Firmt, apd pinch ‘em—
Strictly in the line of duty.

Falry, winking.

Mests him, thinking

Here's & chance 1o nab & farmer;

Asd the copper

Doesn’'t stop her;

Looks so metk he couldn't harm bDer,

E'er It's over
Sergesnt Slover
Bhows his star,

every beanty—

official, urgent;
her,

in describing a boxing match for the
champlonship of the British naval squad-
ron in the Pacific, the Vietoria (B. C.)
Colonlst says:

The duck, sidestep and siin were not used as
much me they might have been, and ths coun-
ters were too late by tha fruction of & second
to be jarring. as & good counter always s,
landing st the psychological moment on the
phyetological spot where the wall-tmed lmpast
can execute the maximum shock.

We hope that when Mr. Munros meets
Mr. Jeffries In Ban Francisco this month
he will not forget to “iamd at the
psychological moment on the physlologi-

cal spot’’ and thus executs upon the
champlon the maximum shock.

A New York detoctive asserts In an ex-
change that If one wants anything in
Gotham it can be obtained by asking for
it. As an instance he ciles = happening
at the Casino Theater. Tha ticket-neller
was resting during a lull in business,
when a rough-looking fellow stuck his
pead in at the window. “T've come for
the clock,” he said. “Well," snapped the
tickst man, who is described as “fy”
“you daon’t expect me to come out and
take 1t down for you, do you™ “Fresh,
ain't yar™ responded the fellow, and
tyrned away. He put up a ladder and
ook down the clock, n valuable time-
plecs, amd walikad away with it. Ha
hasn't returned. Nelther has the equa-
nimity of the very smart tickei-seller.

Accidents, says the old maw, will hap-
pen in the best regulated families, Who
eonld guard against such an accident as
the Dayton (Wash.) Courier-Fress reconds
in the following parasraph:

sr. € A Rywson, a few days ago, had &
very peculiar experisnce. which resuited in
helng compelled to aleep one night with ooe of
his shoes on,  He Nad bought & new pair which
weres & good Mt snd very comfortibis, but the
ehpemaker hod neglecled to pull out the jargs
tack from ihe cenier of the sole, the point of
which had become bent forward, When be
tried to takes the shos off the point of tha tack
entered the footf, and the harder he puiled the
Sesper went the tack, and sson his shoe wis
full of blood. As it was Iste st night thes

he went 1o bed with the shoes on, and In the
morning he secured assistance and got the shoe
aff =il right,

So next time you see 1 man go to bed
with his bootz on, don't jump at econ-

form people by law, {

J clusions,

WEXFORD JONES.




