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Ticket Speculators as Critics

Broadway Wiscman Talks About Good and Bad
Shows—Strange Ways of Earning a Living.

good seats down In front. Nothing

jeft inside. Al right, sir; try and
pee. No, he don't want seasts downstairs
Heo's & dollur wan. Youll see him come
ont in a mipote and go looking for the
family-cirele eatrance.”

“protty siow work for you speculstors
today, is it not™

*Like s twin brother to a funeral. 1 am
goln’ to get stuck with this bunch, sure.
Eight of ‘em, I think. Lemme sce. Yea,
e¢ight to the bad ™

“At 82 oachT"

“Two dollars, nothing, young fellow. Do
you think we buy "em at the box office?”

“Don’t you?™

“Not much. They know us all too well
We have to get ‘em from the hotel men,
1l put you wise to that Ges! aln't it
ooldT™

“And do you pay the hotel men their ad-
vence on the box office price™

“Sure we do. How else? Bay, don’t lot
*em fool you. You take It from me that
we always give up £.5 and generally 2.8
apiece for every ticket we get™

‘“‘Can't you gt them from the bex office
by messongern T’

“Naw. That game's played out They're
dead on. Try it onde in awhile, but It
don’t pay. More fuss and bother than IU's
worth.”

“Hm you are. Want seats? Twp

Where the Profit (s.

“Then your profit is what you ean get
for a Ucket above B30

“Sure's you're a Yoot high.
B repirter, ain't you? Weil,
you right to your face, the Dewspapers
aln't givin' us no falr deal I don't know
why you wani to stop us from makin’
an honest living. Wa don't do nobody no
herm, and we are a publlc convenience.
Look here I'H bet there sln't an honestér
buriness in New York than ticket speou.
jJatin'. Why, look at the cheats in many a
ptore—aelling Connecticut cigars for Ha-
vanas, sbd chargin® a dollar aplece for
eilk necktles (that aln't nothing but cotton,
and pamsing off picces of,gla=s for dia-
monde. Aw! It makes me tired! Why
p on them fellows?™”

mind the ethics of the

Say, you're
now, 1 tall

never

Tell me what you think of the
drametic peason from the sidewalk specu-
lators' standpoint™

question.

"*"That's casy, Rotten!"
“Artistica or fAnancially ™
“All kinds of ways. Say, I've been in

the business X years and—heTe You are,

lady; right down in front. Yessum, rows
from the How many dld wobu
want? Thr s, | got three right to-

gether, He they are. Best gponts In the
houss Aln thin' in=ide st all-no
uss trvi you can see right on
tha tickeis where they are. In B and F,
very best seats In Lk house. Yessam.
Only three dollars each Thank you
Nine from ten s ane There's your
chuinge, ma'am Well, aa 1 said, T've
been in this business for nearly 3 years
and [ never seen anything like it is this
Vear New Yo to have mighty

little use for the thontor.
“Rows From the Front."”

“What did you mean by telling that oid

Indy that the seats were ‘rows from the
front' ™

“Just that. Rows fromm the front, That's
true, nin"t T

“But how 1Y TOWST'

“Aw, what's the usc of teilln' her? T¢
I'd sald fifth and sixth rows, she wonld

heve wunted them
Then if T4 have
as good It would have started an argo-
ot and It would have been all off. Just
Aot n woman o argulng and there's noth-
g doln’. You've got to make n snap
b ar you're wasting your time. It's
pothing but hot alr and no money after
o A game of talk.”™

told her they were together?™
fn't they? Two in E and one in
1 I told her they were In
1 dildn't say they was all in

in the second and third.
id her these was just

’i
. -
Wan't she come
bave them changed T
“Naw. A man might, bot not & woman,
Once she gots sealsd she won't feel ke
il : out agsain.

back ond ask to

nd coming
will b goln” up In a
r o couldn't drag bher
sut. Bhe will want to sce it all and got
por money's worth Well, I've oaly got
Ove laft anyway, two palrs and a siagle.™

minutes =«

“IWHI 3 reduce the price now T
“Bure; after about 16 minotes 1 sell "em
for anyihing 1 can get. T'Hl hold up to

two snd a half as long as there's any
=0 as to hreik even
t "em go at any old

if I can
price.™

“Can you usuaily get vid of your stock
to late comers nt cut ratex™

and then

Ko, not g ly this season, If wou
are carrying m of & bunch. After the
firnt act you might ns well quit. No use
sitnnding around and freezing for an hour

on the chance of picking up a stray dol-

Jar."

“What do you do with the unsold
seate™

*Oh. of course, we figure not to have
axy. Try to overbus. We can guoess
at it pre clote after a few perform-
ances. The I 1 heve any 1oft. I go In
10 see the show myself or give ‘am to my
folks or some of my friends."

~ you sometimes belp paper the
house ™

“Sarel More than you would think fer

once In & while. I've known many a show

| Ehow

along the street here, when the menage-
ment brugged aboul packing the house,
and where I've given Iree seats OCh, I's
& greal game, | tell you. These managers
are the steadiest biuffers going, but we
dom’t want any row with ibem as= [ong aa
they leaye us alons, and we know our
righta, too, Bay, Jim, you take the other
side of the entrancey. Don't stand In so
close. That fellow on the door is walchin'
you and that yopng snipe will be comin’
out agaln with his Hlna of talk about
kseping =ight fret away.”

“Ave you suppossd to keep elght feet
away ™

“That's jort an jdea of some fresh
house manager. As Jong as we dom't
block up the entrance or Interfere with
the people goin' in, we can do business
anywhere on the sidewalk. Our lcenses
aliow that. They won't let us siand In
the lobby, but that's a biuff. too. What's
the odds where we stand?™'

Gratuitous Boomers.

*“You really think managers do not ob-
Jeot to having you In front of thelr
houpen ™

‘“Why should they? Aln't we plugxging
their business for them nll the tima, help-
tng to Il the bouse and cmcking up the
t0 everybody ‘that comes along?
Bay, they ought to pay us for advertising
thelr shows, We never knock ‘em. We
wlways plug "em. No use telling & man
it's & bum show and try to e2ll Bim &
ticket 10 It at the same time, is there?
That would be clean dotty. I1'll gamble
I've told mors lles about New York shows
than I'll ever get forgiven for.”

“What are the easist sttmctions to sell
ticketa for?™

“The most succemful, of course. No
u=e trying to sell tickets to o dead one,
Tickets for tonight! Here you are, sirl
Tickets! Boxoffice gerices. Glve you hest
seat in the house. Yes, sir, right there;
yOUu can see on tha diagram for yourself,
Center of the houpe. Yes gir, It's the
best show on Broadway. All the papers
say ®c. Turn people away every night
Not a seat jeft in therse. No, you haven't
missad asything at all; curtain’s only just
gone up. Thergs & palr of seats you can
woe sverything from. Five dolinrs. That's
right—Well I'm not going to gel stuck
so much after alll"

“Why @&id you tell him boxoffice price?™

“It i» Just what I padd for them. I
didn't make & oent.™

“Is it & good show?

“Worst ever, If you want to know on
the level. There's emough paper gone in
there tomight to half fill the house. I
wouldn't be sellin’ tickets hers If 1 hadn't
been stuck by buyin' 'em before 1 found
out about ft. 1 was nipped that time A
case of too guick. You can tell the show
that's goin® down hill every time. The
women stand around and look anxious
and the men seem to be afruld of get-
tdng in the line. People who have pald
for thelr tickets rush right up to the
door as though they owned the place."”

No Harvest This Year.

“Are you guing to come out even on
the season?®™’

“Grest Scott. mo! We stand to loss

;ti;'.s year about all we made In the last

ten vears., There &re no new ‘specs’
tha business this year. Nothin' in
them.**

“The business is better now than it was
at the beginning of the seancvn, i» It not?”

“Yes, It has ploked up a bit lately. You
s2¢. It opened with & lot of poor attrac-
tions, and ®o the public wouldn't go.
Then came the Chicago fire, and that
knockesd everything out, and then the
bad wezther didn't help any. We didn‘t
need olither the fire or the cold in our
business—nol. to spank of.™

“What class of shows has been doing
the bestT"

in
It fur

“Npne. Some of the blg stars have
done falrly well for a while. and the
opera has helped us out a lot. but there

have besn too many tame musical abows.
The publle seems to have been overfed
with them. You canm’t lay any rule down
this year, though Bome shows that
have been "way up in art have been "way
dovwn atl the box office. And then again
some willy thing bhas caught ‘em good
Tickets? Ticketh for tonight? Best peat
In the house for a dollar., No, he's noth-
ing. Only a programme hunter.”

|
|

“And what's a programme hunier?*

“Thore's a Jot of folks do that Moatly
women &t the matineess, though. They
o In the lobhles just to pick up a piro-
gramme If they can.™

“What forT™

“Just to take home and four-flush
their friends about havin' seen the show.
Make out they have been to the theater
and flash the programme to prove IL
Want thelr friends to think they are
Ereat patrons of the theater, you know.
Talk a lot of guff about the actors and

pretend o know some of ‘em. Nothing
but four-flushing all the time™

‘Are there many speculators In New
YorkT"

“Quite & number. Just 51, if I remem-
ber right.”

“Are out of tgwn people pretty good
cuntomers T

“Only the drummers. The yaps had
mather stand In the Ine for two hours
than pay a quarter extra. Here's one
pow. Laooks lke he came from up ths
wtale. Guess I eun land him. Tickets,
tickuts, sir? HBest seat in the house for
half a dollar. There you are. That's
all he'd pay, and I'd rather have the 50
cents than the ticket"™

ADMIRAL URIU AT "ANNAPOLIS

A Classmate Tells Stories of the Little Jap—He Was a
Good Fellow and Was Graduated Well Up With Class

New York Sun

VER the coffee and clgars at the
0 e e Boclety dinner on Thurs-
duy night William H. Stayton, for-

merly of the

ited Stntes Navy and
now & lawyrs 1he oity, told some sto-
ries of his Naval Academy classmate,
Botokichi Uriu

w FRear-Admiral of the
"

il ozt to he such
to the Russians

Japaness flest th
a surprislong propo

“Congress pussed an back in the
s allowing Japan i« A one caldet a
year to the Naval Academy on payment
of their pro mt's share of the actanl ex-
pennceL

“Japan bunched her privileges aad sent
four cadots gt one time. They entered In
the class of "EL. Uriu was these
and Yunoski Enoye, & nephew of the Mi-
kndo, was anothér. These two chaps
roomed together. We cadets heard that
tils was done at the Mikado's request,
and we turally concludsd that Uriu
was of noble hlood, tab.

“At thal ¢ime ciass fecling wils very
strong Japan. Uniess A man was of
polile ! e could not address even the
reamnotes: ramification of the roval fam-

rout humbling himself to the
rwr Encye nor Urlo showed
imee @ Ccinss ArTOEANCS,
They were simply good fal-
lowe well met, Nke all the rést of us,
iBut It afterwand! Jeake! out from &
rousdabout source that Uriu belomged to
the lsboring clams, the' jowest In the
|Japanese sovial scale
| “As & youngster Uriu was of an in-
quiring., mechanical turn of mind, He
the kind of a fellow that could take
wateh 10 pictes and them pat 1t to-
again, A wandering English car-
wnter came to Uriu's native village, and
he progressive Hitle Jap saw that Bere
an opportunity to learn a new lan-
He seraped 20 acqualntance with

o carpenter, and got him to tesch him

as the cockney ia-

il

one aof

ground. ]
e alight
howeaver

r Enows it Iu spite of hls academy

training Uru's English is still well fla-
vored with cockneyiasms,

“Then Uriu heard the competitive
cxamination that wos to be held at the
Royal Bchool of Tokio for the Naval
Acaflemy appointments. It was under-
stood that the examination was to be
open only to the sons of the nobility, But
Urin presented bimsel! just  the sams,
and asked to be examined Japan had
already broken pretty well awny from her
old feodalistic ideas. The workingman's
son was admitted to the sxaminations,
and he carried off one of the prises. It
was the Mikado's idea that a chap whe
had proved himself the mental equal of
the three other Jape who were going to
Anoapolls should be put na the same
socin]l lavel. It was for this ¥ that

of
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. SPRING OFFERINGS IN
| | | | CARPETS AND DRAPERIES

AXMINSTERS ARE ARTISTIC

The most beautiful of all parlor or drawing-room fabrics. We are showing the most extensive line ever
bronght to Portland. They come in the newest designs and most artistic color blendings ever shown in this
city. If you are hard to please, we want you to see them. Sewed, laid and lined, per yard, $1.50
£1.60—-81.75—-81.90—-82.10-82.50.

WILTONS WEAR WELL

There are the Carpets for hard wear and tear. They don't show dust quickly, as they come in dull
tones in the smaller Oriental figured designs. Appropriate for libraries, dining-rooms; halls and stairways
They stand the work and always look well. Wilton Velvets and Fine Wiltons, per yard, sewed,- laid and
lined, $1.50—§1.65—81.80—852.00—-82.50-83.50.

INGRAINS ARE INDISPENSABLE

For good looks and ecomomy, the Ingrain Carpets are hard to equal. We've just received a carload of the
celebrated PARE MILLS FIRST QUALITY, ALL-WOOL, EXTRA SUPERFINE INGRAIN CARPETS.
We're showing thess pretty patterns in our front window. Just the thing for bedroom and nursery. The
colors are as fast as carpét colors can be made. Sewed, laid and lined, per yard, 90¢ and $1.15.

BEAUTIFUL BODY BRUSSELS

There is no carpst
count we have &
nursery. The newest
of worth for a little

widely known than Body Brussels, none more universally used. On that asc-
assortment of the very latest patterns, suitable for bedroom, sitting-room or
are reproductions of Old English Tapestries. They're most attractive. Lots

§. Bewed, laid and lined, per yard, $1.65 and $1.75.

' DAINTY DRAPERIES

Some new effects in artistic draperies have just arrived and are on display in our
Drapery Department. Of course, you'll want to see these. They're the prettiest
we've ever shown.

PANAMA BURLAPS, 50 inches wide in dafnty olive and terra cotta shades.
Appropriate for hangings used in combinations with Mission and Colonial decoration.

FOLIAGE TAPESTRIES, in artistic designs, 50 inches wide, for hangings and
mural decoration. Bome of these are woven with continuous patterns and make beau-
tiful friezes.

FRENCH ORETONNES, 32 inches wide, Dresden stripes, floral patterns and
Renaissance designs on cream and tan fields. These dainty fabrics are adaptabls for
hangings and fine upholstery work. Absolute novelties.

WOOL TAPESTRIES, 50 inches wide, Old English, Heraldic and Floral designs
on green, terra coffa, cream and tan fields,
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he requested that Urlu and his nephow
should room together.

“Uriun was very popular with the Acad-
emy boys He jroved his spunk on a
number of occasions, but what the fol-
lows liked about him was his absclute
Sjuareness. McoGiffen, that roving Aght-
er who aftereard became mentally un-
balunced as the result of wounds received
in the battie of the Yalu River and who
committed suleide In the Post Oraduate
Hoapltal, was a classmats of ours. He
un]ce nidc’ct;' Uriu: ‘That fellow's the
only real ristian In the 4 g

“The desoription fitted nmL:d::uv that
he became known as ‘the real Christian’
—& pame that stock to him throughout
hlllr“-}hf-'ldemr days

4 on be entered the Acad
& gpood old-fashioned meﬁ, I::n::'t
like all the other fellows, and be stood
it ke a majer. When he bécarne an
upper classman and privileged 10 hasze
the incoming fedglings, he also Hved up
to the Academy traditions, He weighed
only about 15 pounds, and was one of
the smalleat fellows in the Academy. 1

" Fea-r-g-u-s-o-n, s’

“'Spell It over again, and remember
that you'ro addressing your superior.’
"'F sir-¢ @Er-r sir-g sir-u sir-s sir-o
gir-n sir. Fergusom, sir.’
“Uric was convertsl to
while at the Academy, and though ha
returned to Japan Iimmediately after
graduating, he hae remained a Christian.
Ha joined the Acndemy branch of the
Y. M C A Every now and then he
would go to MeGifen, who was a wild,
turbulent character who steered very shy
of religious services, and aak him fo go
Lo ¥, M. C A services '

Christianity

“Serata took {(he thing very much to
heart. He went to his room and kept
b aning injury he had done his

it was an accldent and to come out and
Join the crowd.

“Uria had already gone 1o Sarmta's
room. When he heard us coming be
Jjumped to the conclusion that we were
going to thrash Serata. He began to
barricade the door with furniturs, but

mwugmrmmmm qml The Shock home s situated In the coun-
tions, Uriu always responds.. The last | try. Neediess to say, it Is situsted in the
time we honrd from him he =ald that | country contignous to Kokomo, Ind. It
De wan 43 years old, bad five children, | was n structure of brick valoed at $4000
and added that English was the lan-
guage of his household from the chiidren
up’

to the penitentiury, And the moral of all
this is that you can never tell exactly
what a shocked girl will do.

Farming on Shares. o
certaln others te| OO0 someé large estates of the wheat dis- N

we were oo quick for him and forced , | tricts of Wew South Wales, farming on hv'
Al entry. which they proceeded to do, and the shoek | the shure ey is ex ively p A r f
There wasn't one of U8 who was aot | THE COURSE OF TBUE LOVE. | atmost sies v Under this aysiem 'the landbolder pro- |

Far From Smooth Did It Run In This
December-May Case.

missio Chlc satigtaet] -on ndividusl agreements Between the par-

and sxplain our n. In his studles ago Inter Ocean on, as soundnaess | P )

Uriu was always weak in grammur, rhe- Although all the world loves a lover, g“thn:normwn.n::,h:‘.m gl:nmm::ugdmz:cmw,,b;; :
e e B R | s o S o S e e o e Lo | G L Lo e
seventh in & claes of 130 At graduation | than % e wwgnsuntunne-dhhm two bags of grain
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