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TEFTERDAY'S WEBATHER—Maximum tem-
persture, 02 deg.: milnimum, 45, FPrecipita-
ticn, 008 inch
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AN AGNOSTIC INCONSISTENCY.

Readers of Harper's Magazine are
tremted to an admirmble essay from Mr.
W. D. Howeils on the newly promui-
gated doctrines of Alfred Russel Wal-
tace regurding the universe. Dr. Wal-
lace, it will be remembered first In &
maguzine articie and subsequently In a
book, upholds the belief that man is
unique in Neture. He finds the solar
system unigue In the universe, the
earth unique among the planets, and
mafl, therefore, the end and aim of cre.
ation. Mr. Howelia confesses the charm
of thia view; and he treats it with sym-
pathy and approval, along substantially
the same lines with repeated discus-
sion in these columnsa. This correspond-
enee of views, taken In connection with
a slmilar agresment in attituds toward
the war In the Qgient suggests that
Mr, Howells rends his Oregonian falth-
fully and to good purpose.

Our present thought, Lowever, is to
utllize this Harper's essay as throwing
& suggestive light upon two antagonis.
tie theses of the anti-religlons or ma-
terinlistic school of philosophy. One of
theee theses Is the hellttiing conception
af the human race, disapproved by Mr.
Howells. The Idea is that man, being
ane of uncoumed billlons or nonillions
of egually intelligent beings with
which the universe ls peopled, must not
take himself too serfously. He 1= a
mere mote in the sunbeam of time, a
meTe IDHEROL In this great cheese of the
world. Wheneoe comes he or whither he
goes = anfathomable and after all does
not greatly matter. Other planets are
inhablted: other systems In the wunl-
verse are peopled with betngs our equal,
perhaps our superior. Man, therefore
is nothing. His destiny is Indifferent,
hin achlevement al best is negligible

This & one mode of rebuke to the
religious view of man; but there s an-
other equally pinusible ond equally sus-
wmined by the conclusions of materinl-
fstie schenoe. It is that God has no ex-
islonce except as an inference [rom the
hunmn mind, Man has never conceived
God except In terms of his own belng,
We are all anthropomorphists in a low-
eror higher state of development. Even
In the Hebrew Scriptures there s a
greal change In the view of God from
Geneals, where we meet him walking
in the garden In the cool of the day or
euting parched corn at sventide around
Abraham’'s campfire, 1o the prophets
who account him no longer a tribal Je-
howvanh, bul the God of the whole enrth,
loving obedlence better than sacrifies
and using Cyrus to humble Israel. The
finlte mind concetves of God In finite
terms. His gualitles are necessarily
only those with which earth life has
acquainted It. For it knows no others,

Nothing reminds us of God tll we
reach the mind of man. The physical
unlverse, as lens and guadmnt and
spectrum and retort reveal It to ow,
moves undevistingly In  accordance
with rigld mathemnticnl and chemical
inwe, There s no thought of God In
the primordial nebula, the segresated
sun, the solldifying pinnet, the primeval
oosan, the archaean 'rock, Iimestone or
Isva, granite or glacier, carbon or coral.
repilie or bird or beast. The stars are
singing, i anything, the law of gravi-
tation; the poem of the atoms embodies
the rhythm of attraction and repul-
mion; all life moves without the knowi-
edge or the thought of God until man
APpears upon the scene. Then the con-
ception of delty arises. crude and rude
at first, and graduslly refined as civill.
zation moves to higher and higher
planes.

Theology is full of Inconsistencies;
not only the theology of the believer
but the theology of the ekeptic. Bpeak
lightingly of the creed of the agnostio
and you shull see how hollow s his
clatm to have no religious bellef. He
will fight for it with a zeal worthy ths

“martyrs of old, and if necessary might

Eo to the staks In defenss of his creed,
especially the first article, which de-
cinres that ail orthodoxy ix false. There
is no faith Quite so soui- and
arrogant as the faith of the unbelisver.
Put the inquisition inte the hBands of
Dr. Barton and Lawyer Sargent and ses
how long Judge Griswold would escape
the rack! We can only hope that In
the fullness of time th= inconsiytencles

wony through Yale Colisfe, where he
gradoated In 18682 He entered the pul-
pit In 1883 and In fAve years his su-
perior power and eloguence made him
mintster of the Park-Street Congrega-
tional Church, one of the oidest and
wealihlest parishes in Boston. He
filied the church every Sunday with n
great audience: his religious lectures In
Music Hall drew an audience of 3000 to
bear bim every weck; he was nol sei-
dom Invited to New York City, where
his pulpit power made an equally pro-
found impression. As z public lecturer
on secular subjects he was In mteady
demand all aver New Bngland. In 1870
Mr, Murray was ecaslly the grentest
popular force In the New England pul-
pit. He, of course, did not reach this
fame In the jeading Congregational
Church in Boston without posasessing
solld talents as o thinker and spealer,
and he was a man of splendid pulpit
presence.

Mr. Murmmy was about six feet
three In stature, & model of manly
beauty and strength. He had a genial
temper and a kind, generous heart, and
yet, after a carver of unexampied bril-
Hancy, “Adirondack”™ Murray In 1574 re-
signed his Boston pastorate and was
never afterward a minister of the Con-
gregational Church. What was the
matter with this man? He had solid
talents, & noble presence and a genlal
address; and yet at 34 years of age
Mr. Murray left the pulpit never to
return, The trouble with Mr. Murray
was, his heart was not entirely In his
work: he tried to serve Two masters
He dld not enjoy the pestoral work of
his parish, but preferred to employ his
time and enersies in writing stud books
and herd books, running a large stock
farm, manufacturing buckboards, chas-
ing deer In the Adirondacks one Sum-
mer and writing the story of his adven-
tures the next, Of course, a preacher
might do al] these things and not be
other than a good man; but a man who
brought hia whole heart to the work of
his pulpit and his parish could nbt pos-
sibly find time to do all these thingse
Wesley, Channing, Parker, Moody or
Phillips Brooks never found any time
for the variegated labors that employed
the versatile talents of “Adirondack™
Murray. * Very likely U they had been
less In love with Lhelr ministerial eall-
ing they would have had more hours
of recreation; but they probably would
bave done vastly lees good !n the world.

“Adlrondack” Murray explred llke a
bright exhalution In 1§74, not because
he lacked superior talents, for he was
hoth a strong and efogquent writer and
gn impressive pulpit orator; but be-
cause he insulied the Instinctive popu-
iar perception of the incongruity be-
tween the spiritual tastes, purposes and
pursuits of a rman who enters the pulpit
because he fewls within his besom glow
the spostolic fire and fervor, 1t by no
mere skill of schoals, and & man whose
tastes are of the sort that tempt him to
he an eager leader in trade or on the
turf. It = & vicious theory that there
is no moral foundation for the barrler
that ordinarily scparutes ministers of
the goapel end men of the worid in
business, In sport and In the general
order of thelr every-day Iife. for this
theory, If practicaly cnforced, is that
any intellectunl iayman, not disreputa-
bie in his persona! hablts, may leap
from the turf to the pulpit, and from
the pulpi! to the turf, just as the oid
rare of foxhunting, hard-drinking par-
sons did in Englund in the eightesnth
century. This theory of a preacher’s
calling may poseibly work no haorm o
the preacher, but 85 a matter of effect
on his Influence for spiritus] good over
His congregation It may work an infinite
denl of harm.

Ths warld Is not ready vet to surren-
der lts belief that the very function
of a minister 1s higher than all other
humnn pursuits The world Is not
ready yet to bring down the spiritual
calling of a clergyman to the jevel of
the professions, on the same plage In
all worldly affairs with-all men of busi-
ness out of the pulpit. Murray, honest-
Iy enough for aught we know, acted on
& false theory and successfully exerted
himself to jower the spiritual dignity of
his high calling by Insisting that a mnn
can be & high-souled evangelist and an
enthusiastic “horseman™ on a large
rcale at the same time, without parting
with & particle of the spiritual infinence
of ls pulplli. But it can't be done, and
Murray's very brililant talents did not
save him from fallure, from spiritual
fallure, as a minister of the gospel. Nr.
Murray wns, we are willing 1o assume,
a sincere man, who did not see the dif-
ference bDetween a loss of clerical dig-
nity, for which the lnte Phillips Brooks
cared nothing, snd the losg of spiritual
dignity, for which the great evangelist
Phililps Brooks cared so much thut he
never parted with L. Murray finally
found out his mistake and promply
and manfully stepped down and out of
his pulpit and went to work at what he
joved best, which was far better than
if he had attempted to stay in the pu-
pit when his heart was not with his
full duty 1o his pulpit and his- parish
No man can serve (wo mastere, and no
man can be n true evangelist in the pul-
pit and & fox-honting, trout-killing,
game-destroying parson at the same
time.

The preacher who finds time to be &n
“all round” athiete and sportsman will
never be an evangelint of the Phillips
Brook= type. In spite of hia great tal-
ents, Murrsy was a failure, becnuse his
soul was not in his spiritual and ethieal
work. He could construct a very pow.
erful. Impressive and popular sermon,
but that is something that may Involve
purely intellectual’ not spiritual, en-
ergy; his restleasness under his pastoral
burdens showsd thin. He was willing
to be a dramatic pulpit orator, but R
was repalsive to.him to be o pastor. He
was not of true evangelical moral gen-
fus, but & man who had an intellectual,
but not & spiritunl, title to stand o the
pulplt. Murray stepped out of the pul-
Fit at 35 and sought in various ways
to become 8 man of the world BEuat he
was too late; the beést of his years hod
been given to the pulpit. He went to
Texas, but his business venture falled.
He then went to Montreal, where for a
time be was proprietor of a restaurant
conducted nccording to his own pet
theories of the cullnary art This ven-
ture was not a success. He wrote some

eat always In outdoor life. -“He wna
made to chase deer, to cllmb moun-
talns, to =afl ships and to write books
about outdoor Mz and adventure In
the pulpit he was the square peg in the
round hole. He died where he was barn
and bred, In the old farmstead of Gull-
ford, Conn.

IMTTLSE TO NAVAL GROWTH.

The naval lesson of the Japanese war
ought not to be lest on our Govern-
ment. The advantage Japan holds to-
day she has won by her navy. Had
Russia been equally enterprising, she
would not be in serious difficuity today.
Had it not been for President Jeffer-
son’s negléect to crente & Tavy equal to
the dangers (hat threatened us during
the Napoleonlc wars, our commerce
would not hnve suffered frightful disas-
ter. Probably the War of 1512 would
not have occurred, or If it had ocourred
the British navy would not bave been
able to blockade our ports effectively
or 1o protect their West Indin commer-
cial fleets from American cruisers, but
would have suffered in thelr East India
trafic. From 1801 to 1500 Jefferson neg-
lected the necessity of naval prepara-
tion for war with England, and Madi-
son becams helr 1o a war which Jeffer-
som's policy of peace when It was clear
that there could be no peace had made
Inevitable. Our small American Navy
as |t was covered Itself with glory, but
had it been a= larges as It ought to hava
been Grest Britain either would not
have forced us into war or would have
scon withdrawn from It

From the foundation of our country
it has always been clear to far-sighted
soldiers and enllors that the United
Staies ought to have n very strong
Navy, Jor the same reazon that Great
Britaln has a strong navy. We cannot
e€xpect any more than England to sénd
great armles a long distance by water
to make our foes feel the force of our
arm. We need a great navy that can
bombard thelr ports and destroy thelr
commerce while we protett our own
eoasts and commerce, In the Mexjcan
War our little Navy was so much su-
perior to that of Mexico that under the
cover of its fire General Scott landed
his soldicrs and by the help of the Navy

bombarded and took Vera Cruoa. In our
Civil War ## was the Unien Navy
which sealed up the ports of the Con-
federacy, made It die of starvation for

the lack of military supplies, since It
could not export li= cotton and buy
what it neaded for Its mijitary support.
This lesson of the Civil War in cliearly
evident today, but It was so far from
belng clearly understood at the close of
this contest that be{fween 18570 and 1881
our Navy was suffered to sink Into &
state of complete decadenco.

Under Secretary Hunt our Navy he-
gan to revive. It abtained  further
growth under Seceetary Chandier,
whose policy was scceptad and pushed
to the [imil by Secretary Whitney. Sec-
retaries Tracy and Herbert were both
progressive Secretaries. Secretary Long
was compelled by the Spanish and Phil-
ippine Wars to keep the Navy equal 1o
the emergency, and BSecretary Moody
in our Judgment Is an abler and mor=
progresaive Secretary of the Navy than
Seeretary Long, for he has not hesitated
to use the naval lesson of the Japanese
War to justify liberal expenditures fpr
our Navy. In this policy he has Pres
dent Hoosevelt behind him. Perhag
the greatest material service that Pres
ident Roosevell has ever wrought hid
country has been his unwavering sup-
port of a large and weil-appointed Navy
as absolutély necessary to our National
security. The existence of such a Navy,
the certainty that 8 sure to be
always In existence, Is a preparation
for war that is certain to make for
peace. Mr. Bryan, arch demagogus
that he 1s, comes back from Hurope to
tell us that he would not increase our
Army or Navy; he would only behave
so peacsfully as to make war impossi-
ble. This is a policy worthy of Utopla.
It Is only inviting the asssult of the
woll by wearing the dress and talking
in the sccents of a sheap.

In peace prepare for war, sald 'Wash-
ington, It ik not enough In this world
to be known as a just man who hales
a scrap.  IJ In necessary fo be known as
a han who s ready fo flght and bite
and dle ilke a bulldog when attacked,
not only becauss we have a bualldog's
pluck, but becnnse we have a bulldog's
teeth and a bulldog's strength and
tenacity. Presldent Roosevelt In one of
his addresses In New Hampshire a year
or more ago urged strongly the neces-
sity, as o matfer of future National pol-
ey, our becoming a strong naval
power. He is right. We cannot defend
our long lne of coast without such a
Navy., We ¢annot effectively threaten
a formidabie forelgn foe except through
a powerful Navy. We do not seek any
quarrel with Germany or Prince, but
in event of war with them we oould
not hope (0 compete with them os a
military power. That (s, we could not
hope to Invade elther Germany or
France with a formidable American
Army; but with a powerful and thor-
oughly tralned Navy we could make
France or Germany hesitate befors
forcing war upon us, We could defend
our own coasts, rTepel naval attack
upon our great olties and make: de-
structive stiacks upon thelr marine
commerce. We could do this to Ger-
many today: we could not to France,
but we shall be abis to do it when our
Navy is as strong as it ought to be and
&= It will be by the time the Panama
Canal is built, for we shall be obliged
with the building of that canal to in-
creasa our Navy., We.-cannot buolld it
without nbsolutely protecting it against
all posaible emergencies. We oannot
thus protect It without an Increased
Navy.

There are Republicans today in Con-
gress, Ifke Burton of Ohio, who. ap-
poses the naval appropriation bill; but
Burton was fairly answered by Gros-
venor, of his state, who sald: “Pence
on earth and good will among men de-
pend on good ships and good guns™
The present rank of the.United States
is only fifth In the naval power aof the
world, but If the vesssls now building
were In service the United Ftates would
be third. The United States, with over
80,000,000 people, with 30,000 miles of
coast {ine. at least 10000 miles of whick
is valuable for commercial purposes,
never ought to be less than the third
naval power In the world We do not
aim at conguest or warllke Invasion of
any country; but for offemslve power
abroad and defensive power at home we
need a largs and well-appointsd Navy.
We shnll always be, llke Great Brilain,
A country of vast international com-
mercial Intesests, and to protect those

wa have no standing Army; we must

speak sternly by the mouths of our bat-

teships or keep silent. |
]

POETS OF THE PIONEERS.

Oregon poets should find Inspiration
in the contemplation of the future not
of the past. This js the opinion ex-
preased by Jebhn Minto in a letter which
dppears In another column. Mr, Minto's
letter was drawn forth by a “Canadian
Boat Song” which was recently reprini-
¢d in The Oregontan from the Toronto
Globe. The verses are in English and
avere written by “Christopher North™
who alleged them to be a tranalation
from the Gaelic. A friend, sald the
writér of “Noctes Ambrosjanze™
had henrd the song rendered In Gaelic
by 4 party of Highisnd boatmen on the
BL, Lawrence, and had taken down the
words. The song Is a good one through-
out, and it has been admired by many
men of letters, Stevenson in partieuiar
quoting from it in a manner that indi-
cated thorough spprecintion. It is the
second stanzs that most appeals to
rendera, and it 14 this stanza that Ste-
VENSON quotes:

From the jone shicling on ihe misty island,

Moutitalns divids us, and a waste of seas;
But still our hearts are troe, our hearts are

Highiand,

And we in dreams dehold the Hebrides.

These four lness have the nameless
quality that enables poetry to touch the
heart, and if Kit North was thelr au-
thor instead of their translator, he cer-
tainly caught the very spirit and ex-
presajon of the Gaelle slngers. It is thia
stanza that Mr. Minto considers &
“pullng” ory for home a ory that
should have been replaced In the High-
Inhders' mouths by n stronger note of
confidanco In the future and of love for
the land in which they found: them-
seives, Most persons will agree with
Mr. Minto that in a new country the
future should occupy the thoughts of
Its inhabitunts, and of its singers. The
trouble Is that In a new country there
is Utlle time for singing. The poten-
tial Milton eannot abundon the axe for
the pen, and the fralts of the fleld must
be harvested before the flowers of poesy
may be culled.

The poetry of a new country will re-
semble that of the English ballad age
In.that it will deal simply with the con-

itlon= ns they are.  “T'l! bulld my lUttle
cabin on the shores of Puget Sound"” Is
racy of (he Northwest, Such rude
rhymes are the volce of the settlers, as
the songy of Burns are the voice of the
Scottish people. Had Oregon a Burns,
ke would sing of such things and the
light of genius would Muminate them
for the world to see. Without a Burns,
the songs ary/but for the narrow circle
of the camp or the clearing.

Poetry, to affect the men of & new
country, muost conjure up visfons of
some delight they have known or desire,
Lave, comquest, home—such are the
themes that will rench the hesrt. What
then more natural for a body of mien in
& wild and strange country to sing of
than the land of thelr birth? Parflcu-
larly is this so In the case of the High-
Innd Scot, who scems to share that an-
forgetting love of native land with
Irishman. Love of country s oneT
the strongest emotions, and one that
mosl easily pluyed upon by the poet
Stevenron, from hiz palmy island “set
in the sapphire sea™ thought long
thought= of the jand—

Where around the graves of the mariyrs the
whumps are ervieg—
My heart remesmbers how,

And the ooatmen on the gre
Lawrsnce thought of the “lone
on the misty Island” Steve
physaleally wexk, but he was of
ful and courageous spirit. His
sion of love for the gray m
In no sense be termed "‘pul.l.u\" Nor
could that of the Highland boltmen,
Hemembrance of thelr fatheriand made
them no loss useful In the land of their
adoption. The Scot ls one of the best
#ettlers, He becomes [dentified with
the land he seeks, aithough retaining
the deepest affection for Scotland.
Such men might aptly ¥ay, 1 could not
love the Innd mo much, loved I not SBcot-
land mare®™ The Irish possess the suma
trait. They do not forget Ireland, al-
though there 2re no more ardent Amer-
icans or Canadians. The “Wearing of
the Green,” which Is In essence a bal-
Iad, the only one written since the age
of ballads, says:

U've heard whisper of a country that les
beyond the say,

Where rich and poor sjand equal In the light
of froedom's day. . . .

And whare, please God, we'il Hve and die
A-wearing of the greem,

They wear the green, but are none the
less  single-hearted cltizens of the
“country beyond the sen."” This jove of
country is a sentiment that does not
die, even in the hearts of those that
never expect to se¢s their home land
again, Even the Highland boatmen on
the St. Lawrence singlng—

Fair those broad meads, these honry shores

are grand,

But we are extles from the Patherland—
would have rejected, as we do not doubt,
an opportunity to return to the “lone
shiellng on the misty Island™ In
dreams they beheld the Hebrides, but
In daylight they beheld the broad
meads, and there they settled and
tragsmilited the Highiand blood to a
line ot sturdy sona

AHusion and reminiscences nre too
iclonely interwoven In the tlssue of
poetry to permit of its production In thea
intervals of toil In n new jand. Walt
Whitman, who probably attained more
nearly to the ldeal of Mr. Minto than
any other post using English, reached
the hefirt most surely, [t has been
pointed out, when he wrota of the sub-
joctas and used the Imagery from which
he atsually attéempted to strike away.
Untll Oregon has woven her own fabrie
of history and of romance and her peo-
ple are as familisr with |ts texture as
with the leaves, unleas s genlos arlse,
wa shall hear the old rong=. The poets
of the Northwest, Mr=  Higginson for
example, are not without honor In hefr
own country, butl thelr verses are not of
the soll.

Dr. Willlam E. Woodbridge, wha
pussed away & few days ago In Wash-
Ington, I, C, at the age of §1 years,
was the inventor of wire-wound guns,
in these he valnly tried to interesi the
United States Government.  Falling, he
secured the nttention of the Britlsh
Admiralty, with the resul that st the
present time Greal Britain is bullding
all of its heavy orduance upon the prin-
ciple which fe Imid dowt. Dr. Wood-
a quarter of a cen-

well known that sll guns
old way are of doubtful

they have besn fired 100 times The
wire-bound gun, on the contrary, can
be used hundreds of times without
going to pleces. It is remarkable, says
the Providends Journal, that in a coun-
try 5o progressive and so hospilable to
new mechanicalbmethods and principles
as s our own, there should be so
much consarvaiism in gunnery and ord-
nance. 1t 18 réculled in this connaction
that Dr. Woodbridge shared the fate of
the first inventor who attemptad to do
away with the old fllnt-lock muskst,
which wazs [n use by our Army os Iste
as the Mexican War, and of these who
first attempted to introduce breech-
loading rifles during the Clvil War. He'
wias systematicslly “turned down' at
the War and Navy Departments for
years, and died as he had llved, a dis-
appointed man, who had seen his jdean
developed In othsr countries while they
ware fSouted In his own.

VAGABOND MEN OF GENIUS.

The production of a one-act play at
the ‘Empire Theater, New York, last
week, written by a French Bohemisn of
genlus, De L'lsle Adam, hans drawn
forth a very Interesting skstch of the
author by James Huneker Adam is
described as 2 poet and a dramatist
who made himself famous in Paris with
his short storles, his novels, his plays,
his eplgrams and his hsalf-crasy con-
duct. He was the bosom friend of Bau-
delaire and of Richard Wagner; he dled
In want and was buried by his friends
In 1839, A fierce Roman Catholic, he
shocked his coreliglonists by the mix-
ture of fanatical plety and revolting
blasphemy which runs through his
works. Hia tervible story, “The Tor-
ture by Hope." is said to recall Poe at
his best, the Poe of “The Pit and the
Pendulum.™ Huneksr calls him what
Bayard Taylor called Poe, & bird of
night, “a prowling noctambulist, a
feverish, debauched belng whose irreso-
lute gait told the tale of wasted genjus
—and absinthe,” which included among
its victims Alfred de Musset, Paul Ver-
inine and Maurice Rollinet,

But Huneker thinks that back of ab-
einthe, the symbol of much half-orasy
art, was the dominating Ggure of Poe
He thinks Poe begat Baudelalre, Bau-
delaire begat De L'Isle Adam, who, be-
gat Prnul Verlaine Huneker thinks that
Poe Influenced Swinburne through
Baudelaire, and points to Poe as “the
progenitor of a half-dosen Continental
littersteurs.” This lterary assumption
thet Poe, who was sul generls, s re-
sponsible for every Paristan Hterary
vagabond, with or without genlus, so-
ber or saturated with absinthe, 19 ex-
ceedingly shallow. There were vaga-
bond men of letters, with or without
genlus, long before the day of Poe
Francis Villon, in the middle of the fif-
teenth century, was a vagabond man
of genlus, and =0 was Marlowe in the
days of Shakespeare. The genfus of
these men was as undeniable as thelr
vagabondonge; but the Do L'lsle Adam-
Verlalne crew seems to bave their vag-
abondags mors ciearly defined than
thelr genius. They are always dirty
and unconventional In pervonal habita
and lterary speech; they are not artists
any more than the mouthings of an
actor who has lost his wits can be
called the otterances of an artist,

Pde’s vagubondage, his Bohemianism,
Is undeninble, but =o is his genius. Poe
is never a man of so-called heart or
feeling In his lterary work, but he is
alwoya an artist. He is never unclean,
much less obscene, In th or ex-
pression, while these so-called French
Edgar Poes are nothing when they are
not nasty In suggestion. Thése vaga-
bond Frenchmen of letters always In-
spire susplelon by thelr outrage of con-
ventlonal decency that there s more
absinthe than sane genlus behind their
work; but you never think of Poe's
work In prose or poetry as inspired by
absinthe or opfum. His Hterary execu-
tion In prose or verse is so absolutely
sane that It forbids the thought that he
cotld have been Inspired by stimulants.
Poe lived and dled without friends or
Influence. He had admirers, but he was
a born vagabond man of genlus whom
nobody could trust or afford to love in
the ordinary affairs of life. Neverthe-
less, by virtus of ita own stremgth,
Poe's literary genlus has won A perma-
neént plice In the judgment of the first
critics of Europe and Americs,

Ask an eminent English or French
critic his opiniom of American litern-
ture, and he will reply: “You have only
iwo men of firsi-class genjus, who are
not mere echoes of Europe, viz: Haw-
thorne and Pos," and Professor 'Wood-
berry, an American critic of first-class
culture and fine talents, s disposad to
agree with them. It Is as absurd to Im-
puts the exjstence of a Jot of French ab-
sinthe flends to the Influence of Poe as
1t would be to justify every hunchback
patting himself and murmuring, “I and
Hichard IIT"; or every stuttering and
stammering scribbler saying, "I and
Charles Lamb”; or every blind fiddler
saying “I and Pagininl"” These wvaln
creatures forget that Richard TH s
Immortal, not because of his hump, but
In spite of it; that Charles Lamb s re-
membered not because of his infirmity
of utterance but in spite of It

These Frenchmen date back, when
they happen to have any genius, to ths
schovl of Rabelals and his devout ad-
mirer and student, Dean Swift. Swift
was not & yangabond man of genlus, but
he surely would have been If he had
not been bred to the church and by dint
of his power as a politics]l pamphleteer
obtalned a church bensfics.

feuture of the moderss French vagaband
man of g=nius. Thiz De L'Isle Adam
had so little real genius that we have
to take the word of his few surviving
friends to justify the bellef that he pos-
sesged n particle of the divine spark
He appears to have besn a

man
generally slept all day; his shirt was

generally dirty when he talked all night,

as was his hablt, in some cafe.

Hm‘ﬁ;l-mmmm&-

‘cressed by s common appetite for slco-
hotle stimulants. Poe was so much
& man of trua ganlus, so moch the true
lterary artist that be never writes with
an nleoholle pen reeking of the unciean
and the obscene; but the French noc-
tambullstic vagabond scribblers feed
the jamp of thelr brains so constantly
with absinthe that It burna with a
turid, Satanic flame, and finally goes
ot with a splutter and a fetld exhala-
tion. There !s no cousinship of genius
bptween Pop, flne literary artist and
mian of genlus as he was, and these foul
literary bats of the Paris boulevards,
S———————

Tha “diet detall” of United States sol-
diers who have been on duty at Yale,
testing the merits of scientific cookery
and a cheaper, more meritorious ration,
bBave been returned to thefr posts. It
is to the credit of what may be called
the “nsw dist" that the soldiers thrive
upon it; It was much less In gquantity
and In cost than the regular Army ra-
tion, but it wis nutritious and health-
ful and left the men In first-class phys-
feal condition, Perhaps the question of
spirituous lguors In the Army. which
is one of demand and supply, may be
solved by Intelligent attention to the
Army dlet. In civil life, we are told, the
demand for a stimulant Iz encournged,
if not begotten, by poor and innutri-
tious food—the pameness of the dlet—
that is found in the homes of laborers.
If thinv 13 true, there Is at least some
reason to suppose that similar resuits
follow similar conditions In the Army.
It Is certaln that nelther the indorse-
ment nor the condemnation of the can-
teen provides or proposes o remedy for
drunkenness among soldiern. It will be
worth while to experknent with the
food supply of the Army with a view
to sscertaln the cause of the clamor
that the soldler's stomach sets up for
eomething that Is not down upon his
regular bil] of fare. If it iIs found that
nutritious and healthful food will meet
the demand, and this food ls suppiled,
the question of the cantean v the sa-
loon just outside the Army post will
soon settle itself and enlistment in the
Army will not mean to the young man
what it too often means now—the ac-
quirement of the drink habit and the
degradation which this habit fore-
shadows,

Modern jegisistion Is supposed to have
thrown its protection around the laborer
in pursult of hi= vocstion more com-
pletely in the United Statss than In
any other country under the sun. But
this, it seems, i= not trae. In England
recently the dependents of a working-
man who dled from Infection contracted
whils sorting wool have secured o ver-
diet for damages for a large amount
under the employer’s Nubility laws now
in force there. BSome Irritating sub-
stance from the wool lodged In the
man's eye, causing o mallgnant pustuls
from which he died. Buit for damages
was brought and the employer answerad
the claim by the contention that a dls-
enze risk should be distinguished from
an accident risic. Fut the court held
that there was no difference In princl-
ple In being hit by a deadly bacillus
while at work and bheing struck by a
fiving bit of machinery. The case has
gone up to the House of Lords for Anal
adfudication. Its oputcome will be
watched with Interest by employers, not
only in England but in si countries
where liabllity laws are In force, since
the inmidious bacliii know no country
and their name is legion.

And still Mr. Bryan, rngardlezs of the
proprieties of the case, girives (o press
upon the Widow Bennett his alleged
right to a large portion of her ln'te huas-
band's estnte. One of the actions
brought to sustaln his plea that the
friendship of the late Mr. Bennett for
himself was on a gold basis will be
tried befors the Superior Court of New
Haven on the 22d of this month, There
are three distinet actionz involved and
pending—Mrs, Bennett's appeal from
the decision of the Probate Court ad-
mitting the sealed paragraph of the
will, in which the “senled letter” was
referred to; Mr. Bryan's sppeal from
the exclusion of this sealed letter from
probate, and the suit which be has
brought for a consiruction of the will
Mrs. Bennett certainly has good cause
to regret the scquaintance of her late
husband with the ecross-of-gold, politi-
cilan and perennial candidate for the
Presidency, since whether she wins her
case or not a goodiy share of her Inher-
itance as wife and widow will be diasi-
pated |n contesting the claim of gllt-
edged friendship that s based upon this
acquaintance,

Willlam Lioyd Garrison, tin an open
letter to Edward Everett Hole, chaplain
of the United Btates Senate, deplored
the excessive laudation of the Iatter's
eculogy of the Iate Senator Hanna
Whatever basis in fact there was for
this censure, it was clearly an offense
agalpst good teste for Mr. Garrison to
give It volce. There may be two opin-
jons In regard to the customary hablt
of sulogizing a dead man, but decorous
persons hold bt one In regard to cen-
suring the dead, even by Implication
It would be .well In such cases to con-
form to the sentiment expressed in the
lines:

No further seek hls merits to dlpcloss
Nor dmw his frailties from thelr dread abode

But If part of this Injunction i¥ to be
dizregardad, let It be that which f8 ex-
pressed In the Inst lins,

—_—

‘When cotton goes up, the poor man
and his family do not saffer; he merely
curtalls the number of his shirts and
his wife puts the chiidren to bed early
Saturday evening in order that she
may wash their clothing and make one
suit do. When, however, it comes to
the smiller loaf that resulta from high-
priced whest, the domestic economles
are not wo readily adjusted to the con-
ditions. People can be comfortabie and

‘Most All of Us Can Stand Latter.
prosdly smys that she can stasd

And [n the paxt Dreath (Rat she cuf
stand a loan—Chicage Journel

Unsle Tom may be dend, but his show
goes marching on.

Port Arthur cubmen bave beon lm=
pressed Into the milltary sarvice, They
should heat the Cogsncks at charging.

Perfectly preserved mastodon earcasiyes
are belng found so frequentiy that it will
be necessary for futute dlscoverers (o pay
cartage to have them removed.

Jim Corbett was the model for one of
the new statues that decorate the New
York Stock Exchange. He wis probabdly
chosen becugse he, too, is 2 big-mitt man.

A “mand-patter” cannot rejolee In &
very euphonious name, but therp i= a
class of politicians in Great Britain that
have an even worse name. The men that
want an out-and-out protective tariff, as
opposed 1o ons for purposes of retalin-
tion, are known as the “whols hoggers.™
The other side. It ls sald, will be called
the “little piggers.”

Every now and then the advertising
wirens of the land change thelr song. Not
long since they sang so alluringiy of the
dellghts of gravelled wheat that we were
seduced into breakfasting on gritflakes
and landscapes. Now the slrens alng
chiefly of hats for men. Bo subtle the
song that we are admost deluded into be-
Heving that !f we spent 8 on a hat, we
should have the hat—ona of Incomparable
elegance—and be, as well, 3 o the good

The New York Times is scrupulously
careful to print Oriental names in this
way: Che-mul-pho, Chin-nam-pho. Prob-
ably the reason for this affectation Is
that the names are made up of words
that have a meaning of thelr own, Why
then does not the Times foilow the same
practice with American names? Falrhaven
and Bellevoe have meanings, so we should
read Falr-haven and Belle-vue. Indlan
names would look well—Ska-mo-ka-wa,
Sno-bo-mish, Ta-co-ma.

Where are the novels of yester yeas,
those in which the villain hisses “R-r-r-
reveng-g-s¢!” For n long time we have
missad the man that *“hisssd the words
through clenched teeth.” Now comes Jo-
seph Smith, by the grace of God hamd of
the Mormon Church, and by the aid of
an Associated Press reporter he dispels
the gloom. in the report of SEmith's testi-
mony wa are told that “the wonrds ‘spot-
ter’ and ‘Informer were hissed rather
than spoken.' Thie is what comen of hav-
ing five wives (o try one's temper.

A correspondent, who falls to give his,
or her, name. poesibly from motives of
modesty sends the following advertise.
ment s & ¢ry from his, or her, heart:

To the author of “Hiawatha™—Come
back with a song that will kill “Bedslla™ an*
ail will be forgiven.

The following conversation, says the
same correspondent, was overheard at
the corner of Fifth and Washington
streets: .

“Pa, what are thoss quear lttle ‘jumper’
cars marked Scuth Portlaad™ *

“Thome, my mon, sre the lnst of the Joe
Holladay liae, and the cltisens are trying to
voy them for the Clity Museum.™

Port Arthur pald litile attention to the
fOrst attack. The fGring was attributad to
Chingse New Yeur celelfrations—Neows
Ttem.

O father, I hear the sound of guns
O sy what may it be: »

“Tis ths Chinks at play, my little daughter,
‘Tis nothing to you and me,

O father, I hear a whiszing sound,
Ax iT a brickbat flew:

Tis a nlhillst throwing a bomb, danghter,
Tis nothing to me and you.

O father, I see a little brown man:
My daughter, do not fret— ’
Hut then stopped the speech of the child's
father;
H# was jabbed with o bayonst

Artists are usually cantankerous crea-
turss. No two schools of them will agres
upon anything, as 2 rule. Yet there is one
subject that all of fhem treat In exactly
the same style, and that s artillery.
horses. “Bringing op the Guns” is always
and ever the same. The drivers are leaning
forward and wildly Jashing at the horses,
the horses aTe apparently trying to pull
the guns straight up Into the alr, they are
maorting fire and thelr eyes show a whita
circle about six inches in diametesr, In
no concelvabla position in which guns
might be found is this formula departed
trom. The Royal Horse Artillery may be
galloping past at a review, a hattery of
the gelobrated French feld artillery msy
ba on the march—both appear in the same
scotacy of effort. The climax is reached,
however, In a sketch entitled ““Russian
Artillery on the March Through Biberfa™
or something of that kind, The illustra-
tion, which originaliy appesarsd In the I-
lustratedd London News and l= now ap-
pearing In various papers with a “Spe-
al Bervica™ Ilabel, shows the horsea In
‘he same frantic struggle. They are go-
ing down a slope and the foremost hava
already reached what appears to be foe.
There are the horses! Hopping acroms 8i-
seriz on ome hoof, the others waving In
the alr, Is nothing to them: They hit but
the high pluces
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