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THAT TERRIBLE FISCAL QUESTION

BY JEROME K. JEROME

Undesground Rallway, 1 met a

man: he wes oné of the saddiest-
Jooking men I ye seen for years. 1
waed to spow himt well in the old days
when we wers jJournallsts together, |
aaked hm_ v o sympathetic tone, bow
things were gning with him 1 expected
that his response would be a food of tears,
and that v the end T should have to fork
out o fiver, To my astonishment, his
answer was that things werv golng ex-
ceedingly well with him I 4id mot want
20 =y to him bluatly, “Then what has
happened to you to make you look lke
2 mute pt & temperance funeral™ 1
sadd “And how are all at homea?™ 1
ghought thut If the trouble lny there he
e aesaleacale et inanged s

THREE woeks agn, travellng on the

'Me tried to find something fusuy in the
llnl qu-n!u

vuul: .ukr lm --ppnnv..n!ty It bright-
ened htn somewhat, the necessity of re-
plying to the guestion. It appeared that
Bis wife woe in the beat of bealth. "You
romember her.” he continusd, with o
gmile; “wonderful spirits. always cheer-
ful, nothing eremms to put her out, not
even—" He sndad the pentence abruptly
with & sigh. Hix mother-in-law, T learned
from forther talk with bim, had dled
sinoe I had lnst met kim, and had left them
& comfortabla lttle addition to thelr in-
oome. Hin eldest daughter was engaged to
e married. It is entirely & love-match ™
be explainad: “snd he I8 such a dear,
good fellow that 1 should naf have made
any objectiom even hiad he bedn poor. But,
of course, ns it 1o I am naturally all the
more contenl.” The boy, having won
the Mottle scholarship, was guing up to
Cambridge in the Autumn His own
health, be wid me, had greatly improved,
and a novel he had written in his lelsure
*ime prumised 1o be one of the succesaes
of the season. Then it was that I spoke
Plainly-

“If 1 am opening & wound too painful
to e touched™ 1 exid *‘tell me It
o the contrary, it e an ordinary sort
of trouble upom which the sympathy of a
fellow-worker may f A o balm. jat
me hear It *“Bo far as I am conrerned,”
he replied, T ghould e gind o tel]l you.
Sponking about #t does me good, and
may lead—so 1 am alwayr in bopes—tn
an idea But, for your own sike, if you
take my advice, you will not preas me."
“*How cian ¥ «ffest me™ nakad, *“it Is
nothing to do with me, Is U™ "It nead
Nave nothing i« with you*” he an-
rwered, “If you wnsllds enough to
keep out of It 2., from this
timme onward {1 r troubls almo
Andhow, thir is od in four
other ssparnts E Ir ke to be
the Afth and oot i th 1 dozon of
. POu are *lm.‘-u\‘x ] l‘m“ﬂ.lh!‘l', I
have warned you "“What hae it done
15 the other five™ I -erudﬂl “It has
ehanged them fram chesrful, companton-
abla persons fute xinomy, one-mided
bores™ be toid me “They think of but
one thing: they talk of but one thing
they dream of “"\l ons thing. .Inmtead
of getting L a & poes On, It takes
possession and more. There
EfT men i uld be un-
affeciod by b eould e it off. 1

rular, basause,

I am convincsd

7 . and that be-

L will lay you Tt will
f 5 You soe
Three monthes
scribed me as of
if you know your
& at the next
1 me for the

b pp>

in #pit
Fou have

iy interviswar d
& punny temperament
own business you will
MMation Lite Onre
Bext sizx montha ™

and

1 wish now I had taken
® wusr 1 allowe my
Pomession of me and
glain. And he dikl so
Christmas 3

his advice. As
curiosity to take
begged him o ex-
It was Just about
b We were
the Dror
foxr of

p Dievonshire

he thought "
e ulc- the Introduc o subject
Hke the fiscal i

questior « e story of
L =

three o

-

What bas happenrd to make oa look lke
B minic ni & lemepernnee lnw

'Humr-t} Dru The twe
Jar us we had 1
with one ancther, He added he en-
a renl vogard for | Latio,
had once met on a steamboat
thepe wWre taples upon
e wotlld prefer W seck that pen-
(iucr.an\ suidanoce. Nettieship, on
other hand, deciored that he hsd no sym-
with the argument thatl arilsts
intrude upon publle affales
a fellow-citizen with the
of us. He sald th whether ane
augreed with thalr conclusions or not, one
must admit that the nation owed a deint
of gratitude 1o Mra. Brown Potter and to
Mz Olga Nethersole for giving to ft
the benefit of thelr convictions. He had
talked with bHoth ladiee In private on the
sullect aad was convinoed they knew
nsarly as much about I as did moet peopins
Burneids, who War one ¢ the party,
gontended that {f sides were 10 be taken,
& pantamline should surely adiocats the
free-food couse, seeing It wos A form of
entertainment suppossd to appeal pri-
marfly o the tastea of the Little Ens-
lander. Then [ came into the discussion
The fiscal question, I sasild f= on every-
budy's tongue Such being the case, it fs
it and proper 1t should be referred to in
our annual pantomime which hes come
o be regarded ar n review of the yesr's
delnge. But it should not have besn dsall
writh frogn the politionl standpoint. The
Froper attitude to have assumed toward
it was that of Inoocent rmalllery, froe
from all trare of partisanship 014 John.

things, »o
hing to do

Pty
il mee,

cther

behind us. ‘The very thing I have been
trying to get hold of for weeks be said
*a bright, amusing resume of the whole
problem that shall give offense to nedther
side. You know our paper,” he continued:
‘we steer clear of poiities, but, at the
same time, try to be up-to-date: I2 I» not
always eazy. The trearment of the sob-
Ject, on the loes You suggEest, s Jost
what we mequire. 1 do wish you would
write me gomething.” He I» a good old sort,
Johnson: it seemed an ensy thing: I sald
1 would. Since that time I have. been
thinking how to do it As o malfer of
fact, | have not thought of much else.
Maybe you can suggest somethingT™

I was feeiing In & good working mood,
and next morning “FPilson." said 1 to my-
s=lf, “shall have the benefit- of thizs He
does not] nead anything Dboisterously
funny. A fow playfully witty remarks
on the subject will be the Menl I Mt
a plpe and sat down to think At half
past 12, having to write some lefters De
fore golng out to lunch, 1 dismissed the
fiscal guestion from my mind Buat not
for long. It worrled me all the after-
nOON. 1 thought, maybe, wsomethl
would come o mw In Lhe even
wasisd ali that svening and I wasted all
the followjng morning. Evorything has
fts amusing side, 1 told mywelfl Jokes
by the handrad are built on sudden death.
Oné turms out comiec storisa about fon-
erula. about weddings. Hardly a mis-
fortune that can happen to mankind but
nas produced Its comic lterature. An
Amorican friend of mine—W A
Alden, if 1 am not commliiting & bhirearch |
af confidence—anes ook n contract from
the aditor of an Insurance journal to writs
four kumorous stories. COine was to deal
with an earthguake, the pecond wos a
cyclone, the third with a flood and the
fourth with a thundersiornn And maore
amusing stories 1 have never read. What
is the matter with this flscal questitn®
I mwyself have written lightly on bimet-
aliismn. Home rule we used to be merry
over in the "N I remember one de-
lghtful evening at the Codger's Hall It
would have beenn more Selightful stiil, but
for a2 raw-boned Irishman, who rose to
ward 11 o'click and requestad to be
formed If any other speaker was wishfui
to make any mofe Jokes on the suabject
of ould Ireland, because, if s, the raw-
boned gentlemian was prepared to save
time by walting and dealing with them
altogether But if not, then—sn the raw-
boned gentleman announce!—his intention
was 0 go for the [asi speaker and r
lam. Epeaker bui two at once and with-
out Turther warning No other humoris
riing, the maw-boned gentleman
eeeded to make good his threat w h
result that the fun degenerated somewhat.
Even on the Boer War we used to whisper
Jokes to ane another, in qulet places, In
this flscal gquestion there must be fun,
Where is 1t?

For daya 1 thought of Hitle slse. My
laundress—as we call them In the Temple

oticed my trouble. “"Mrs. Wikins™ 1
confessed, “l am trying to think of
something Innocently amustng to say on
the fiscal guestion.” “1 have heard about
1t™ she sald, *bot 1 don't have much
time to read the papers. They want to
make us pay more for our food, dom't
ther™ “For some of IL” I esplained
“But then. we shall pay lesa for other
things, so that really we shan't he pa
more at ail™ “Thers don't seem o
in 11, elther way,” wis Mre
opinfon. “Just 0. 1 agresd. “that is the
advaniags aof the =syEtem It will' eost
nobody arything and resull In everybody
bdng bettar off.,” “The pity In" sald
Sre. Wilkins, wmt nmobody ever thought
of It before.” “The whole trouble hither-
to,” 1 exg -,uluﬂi “has besn the forelgn-
o™ *Ah sdd Mre Wiikina, "I never
heard much gond of him, though 1hey do

the Almighty has a use for almost
thing."* "These foreigners.” | con-
1: “‘these jficvmany and an
they dump things os us, you r

Amer

t choaper you buy

“What's thet*' Yemandsd Mrz. Wilkdna

| 1eil me ihat they Just throw them out

and leave them thereT™ gueried Mm
Wilkirs, =Of cours: not,” [ replied;
“when | say they dump these things
upon our shores, that is a HAgure of
r.mh what T mean T they well them
w us” “But why 8o we buy them, It
we dnn't want them?™ aakad Mrs. Wilk-
ins. “"We're not bound to buy them, are
weT™ “It s thelr prefulness.” 1 expinined;
“These Gurmans and Amerirans—and the
others: they nre ali just as bad as one
soother—they Insist on selllng us these
things at less price than they cost Lo
make” “It seema a bit willy of them
“What's dump?™ “Well, it's dumping,
you kmow. You take things asd you
dump them down'” “But what things?
How do they do 1t™ “Why, all sorts of
things: pis tron, bacon, dogrmats—
everything. They bring them over hers
in ahips. sou understand, and then I
you please. just dump them dJdown upom

“You don't mean !u’ll‘ Lo
::l" thought Mrs, Wilkina; I sup-
being forcigners, poog things, they
naturally got much A
seem silly of them, If yoc
that* way.” 1 admitted; i
we have pet to consider is the Injury it
is doing usn" “Don't wee how it can do
us much harm.” argued Mrs, Wilkins;
“seoms & bit of luck, = far as we are
concrrnnd. These's a few more Lhings
thes'd be welcome to dump round my
way.” “l1 don't seem to boe putting this
thing nuite In the fight Hght to you
Mrs, Wilkins,” I confessed: "It ia o long
gument, and you might not be able
to follow it. but ¥« must taks It as a
fart now generally admitted that the
things the sooner your
By allowing the forelgner
thing= nt about haif

money goos
te pell us all these
the cost price. be Is gelting richer every
dny and we are geiting poorer. Unless
we as a wouniry, insist on paying at
leant X per ecent more for everyihing
wo want it Is calculated that In a wery
tew yearn England won't bave & peany
=" “Sounds a Hit topay turvy,” sug-
pestad Mrs. Wikins “It may sound so”™
I answerad: “but I fear thers can be
no doubt of It The Board of Trade re-
turns would seam to prove It conclosive-
v.” “Well, God be praissd, we've found
it out in time” elaculated Mra. Wilkins,
plously “It #% & mattsr of congratuls-
tion® I agreed; “the diMcoulty Is that
s good many other people say that far
from beolng riined, we are dolng very
wall, indeed mnd are growing richer
every year.™ “Hut how can they say
thut.” argued Mm. Wikins, “when, as
you tell me those rade retums prove
fust the opposite?’ “Well, they say the
game, Mrs. Wilkins, that the Hoard of
Trade returms prove just the opponite ™
“Well, they ean’'t bolh ba tighl”™ sald
Mra Wiikine. “You would be surprised
Mre. Wilkins,” 1 said, “how many things
can be proved from Board of Trade re-
turne.” But 1 have not yet thought of
that article for Pilson.
JEROME K.
iCopyright. 1604.)
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DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE

Letters Between Commanders at the Front by “Si Pipe.”

INCE the earilest dawn of human his-
tory i has beem asscried,
jousy and then again as a »e-
ologicnl fact, that the way o a
rough his stomach. Re-

underatood It

¢ that enat
{red poor

sometimes

when sbe d
T fav
lind Ieanc

vinnd the
son. Jacob, o
a dish of savory Esau was
off in the hills after & venlson of which
the old gentlem wns =0 fond. Her
wheme war a iing one. lsanc loved |
En ther Jacoh, He war his fArst
born d & hu by instinct, and kept
the old man su
the open “mountaln &
when It wasn't winl to enll It
Jasob was Smoo kinned while Esau bad
er day and had whiskers
his hands. Everybody
remetibers th tory; Jacob put the skin
of the kid om his hands approach-
kis bind old patriarch of 4 father with
4 sort of two-step bubbling over with filal
aft n and a Bvengall expression on his
countenance, he approaches lmaac—poor
ald Hiind Issac—and caressingly sang-
papers the old gentleman's bewhiskored |
countenance with his hands Rebecca
meanwhile is preiting through a crack in
the Jdoor—from instinct—she Jdidn‘t meed
to peek because lsaac couldn't have seen
her anyway, and Esau the while ks per-
spiring an he reks over the hilis m61
clambers over the fallen trees on the
distznt kopj)e after the ive deer. He
returns with a palr of delicious hama l“-up-
birig to nastle close to old Inaac's heart; he
wipes the pers mn.on froem hls brow,
drinks from the moss-covered bucke!
ung in the , and, pausing & mo-
bamboo tree to formulate
f fillnl love, goes into the pres
Issar, his father. He procesds L0
serateh the old gentiaman's countenanco
the hacks of bis hands by way of
a¥on and 1o talk deer-meat Bul
already had his turm at the
and hiz face was still & ttle
tender. With a
az to the
sage and then it
vedled with shocking rapldily
blind and the fir=t one to reach b
nch wan the in tor of his blos

old

meat while

ren and

venlson

cause of all this unusual mas- |
Ix that the truth s re-
iannc

= stom-

| elusive route

[
nis estate. 24 was to be the ser- |
% L ger brothers |

af toll mads
crafty |

Garden of Eden Bve diacov
¢ mostl direct If not the ex-
to a man’s heart is throcgh
hiz stomach. Adam cnE day aremed to
be seized with aoute melancholia. Almo-
lute (dleness accompanied by overireding
af frult, notably coconnut hafl had a de-
pressing infusnce Eve's womanily qual.
itime of mind and heart assertedd them-
selven. Bhe 4 not 4o =@ some women
would have done add 1o Adam’s trials by
reminding -him of her peeod aof suliable

AWay

| necesnary

siight wince be ingquires | ¢

clothing, although, according to both thn |
King James and the revisad version, she
might - have truthfully dons o In her
own gentie and winning way she promised
him “‘pop-overs”™ for hreakiass.
ST
FEAKING of the stomach ns the
S heart, modern sargery
reasoned that If 'ths way to & man's heaty
I= through hls stomach. whs et Ko
through his stomack, or abdomen, for all
of his internal orwgann, and »o operations
for appendicitts came Into wogus It i
true that means of Ingress and egreas 1o
ths human anstomy mre somewhat
meager. Tie Creator with po muck o &0

way

9 & mama

o hed sUolled up and was standing |

couldn't bs expected to anticlpate all of
the demands of modern surgery. He might
have ereated man on a sections! pl ar' with
hi compartments, H' vit
sle, or working on & swive
surgeans have bM.-n fairly conscl-

vus In operating for appendicitis and

re, with .a few PGt every-

£ back: where it How
ever, every now and then some post mor-
temn episode reveals a lung missing or o
fiver where the heart ought to be, or vice
versa, giving some color to the theory
that surgecns, in operating for appenm
citis, n to be more carsful to reg
nll the human giblets where they belong
Great inconvenience ImAY result from
carclessnesas in this respect. No man who
has submittad to the appendicitis experts
Is abhsalutely certaln how many of his vi-
tnl organs are present or jost what func-
tions they are attempting to perform. Re.
medlal legisiation Is taliked of and 9w bill
for an act defining the cerime of larceny
from the interfor” Is called for. 1f a man
doesn't own his own {lver and pancreas
what in the me goodness does he
own? In cares n.‘ tonsllitis. laryogitls
periflightis and epigiottis, operations for
appendicltis should be discouraged. They
may be interesting and sven diverting, but
where surgery hauls an object from the
thorecle cavity out through an ariificial
tunnel where the doctors can watch it
palpitate and squitm it Is, to say ths
least, “far fetche

—
RE‘.’.‘E.\‘TLY A man was operated on for
appendicitia in Chicago. He had been
tongue-tiod and Irreligious from his birth,
and the operation was deemsd imperativa
Afler the surgeons sewed the patient up
nicely it was discovered that a wvaluable
palr of forceps and a sponge had been
left Inelds. The sponge created Hitle In-
convenience, but the forcops seemed rest-
d 4l at case A second or supple-
operstion was agréad upon as
to save the poor man's life. It
WiOE AT * the forcepe and
REe i\ -oversd. The patient
Hed stilf but glad to return
he losg
showing

iean

mental

tongue-tiad,
property

The discoveries of mmodern Surge
led surgeon used

of the human skull

saw and mandpaper a

afyer sprinkiing it

rated Talcum, guar-

antes It Tor t the worid stood

tut ¥ wurgery is revellng in

sne for ap .«'drit. and there's no

nving the fact that l!w operation has

taken & firm grip on the hearts of (he

American pablic. [t matters Hitle whe T

the next Democratic nominee for the

PresMency voted for the Chieage or Kan.

=as City platforme in 1555 and IO The

convention will filnally nominate a man

whoe has been vaccinated and has been
operated on for appendicitis. 81 PIPE
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with Dr .“‘_ o

From the Book of Fairy Tales.
New York Sun,

The Eleeping DPeauty had just
awakene!

“Hegobs ske announmced, “ON"Il how
yez W know Ol git aop whin Of'm ready
or lave’

Fearing to intrude 1{’s's harsh realities
on the tofant mind, a different version
has been Introdoosd.

been

Jack the Gilant Killer put on his cap
of wisdom.

*Tou sen,” be explained, "It makes me
know as moch as 3 college youth thinks
e Enows™

Thus wa can «aslly ses how our be-

leved herv was abgolutely iaviocibis

7

to Its rightful owners— |
that the forceps had taken hold
| of his comsclence
Ty ATe
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SPECIAL
SALE OF
FINE OAK

ROCKERS
| TOMORROW

Thirty fine highly polished Golden Oak Library Rockers.
designs to select from.

and shaped wide arms.
some the comfortable opera seats.

Five different
All have high embossed backs with turned spindles
Some have saddle seats, some cobbler seats and
They are all well built, finely finished and

highly polished. On sale tomorrow only. Regular values from $4.50 to $5.50

SPECIAL PRICE $2.50

DRAPERY AND CARPET DEPARTMENTS

ATTRACTIVE SPECIAL IN
LACE CURTAINS

For tomorrow we shall have a Special
Sale of dainty curtains that willi give the
prudent housewife a chance to put up new
Spring hangings at little cost.

Pretty *'Bnow-Flake'' Curtzins with Eoman
stripe design, three colors; light, yet

serviceable. Regular §3.00
“‘Bnow-Flake"’

tan field. Regular price $3.60

Dainty ‘‘Scrim'’' Curtains with pretty Ro-
man stripes in red, green and blve; very
appropriate for cottage decoration. Reg-

A bargain in Grenadine Curtains with Reo-
man stripes in Oriental combinations of
red and green. Regular $2.25..........

New design mercerized striped ‘‘Snow-
Flake'' Curtains; stripes are in red, bine
and green; vegy effective. Regular $5.60..

Rich effect silk striped *‘Bnow-Flake'’' Cur-
tains; stripes in light and dark greem,

Regular price $8.00....

red and yollow.

Ourtains with all-silk
stripe in rich red and yellow on a soft

—

HERE'S A BARGAIN

FINE AXMINSTER CARPET
SEWED, LAID AND $1 42V2

LINED, PER YARD

Six handsome new floral and Oriental
patterns reserved especially for this sale.
This carpet is made of a very fine grade of
worsted and the colors are as fast as dye can
be set in a yarn. Another strong point in
its favor is its weight. It weighs six ounces
more to the yard than any other carpet on
the market for $1.50. You can have it with
or without borders.

‘ "ECIAL,
SR OPAIR.

$2.05
$240

$2.65
$1.60
$3.75

“WILTON AXMINSTER”

Here's s new fabric, never before shown on the
Coast. Comes in beautiful colorings and designs especially
adapted for parlor or recsption room. Made of finest
French worsted and has all the luster of finest Axminsters.
Wears like iron.
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