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TWO ANTAGONISTIC CIVILIZATIONS.
They who are so sedulously cultivat-

ing an sentiment In the
United States must find, sooner orl
later, that they have embarked on an
undertaking that Is absolutely1 hopeless.
The Far Eastern question, so far as It
relates to the United States, Is one that
calls for careful exercise of the critical
faculty, which Is lamentably lacking in
popular discussion. Let us lay down a
few of the main points.

The attitude of the United States as
a government, as It should be, Is one of
the strictest neutrality. Friendly as
we are and must continue to be with
every power that lets us alone, all gov-
ernments look alike to us from despot-Is- m

to democracy. The reason for this
is our patent for as we
are the great exporting nation, both of
foodstuffs and manufactures, we should
only be injuring ourselves if we need-
lessly Incur the enmity of any, with the
resultant loss to our trade. The great-
est percentage of Increase in our for-
eign trade has been with Manchuria
under Ruslsan control. It would be a
very foolish thing to imperil this grow-
ing trade by a careless slip of diplo-
macy.

But there is no 'basis whatever for
community of thought, interest and
sympathy between the Russian order of
things and the English or American or-
der. Do our panegyrists - of Russia
realize that liberty, as the Anglo-Saxo- n

world has developed it, through a thou-
sand years of strenuous agitation, is in
Russia a thing unknown; that In Rus-
sia there is no Parliament or 'semblance
of Parliament; that in Russia there Is
neither freedom of speech nor public
opinion? Even now the newspapers are
forbidden to obtain and print the news
of the war. If this were done the of-
fending publisher would probably dis-
appear from the face of the earth "by
administrative order." No prosecuting
attorney would be required to file in-

formation against him, no grand jury
would be needed to consider his case,
no panel of 12 good men and true would
be thought of, no habeas corpus would
bring his offense or Its extenuation be-
fore court or public. The Russian
masses are sunken In ignorance and
oppression which would be unendurable
to the Englishman or American. It is
Incredible that this order of things
should seem to American citizens desir-
able for ascendency over the earth.

An army is not only an army. It Is
the embodiment and exponent of a force
in history. When Alexander the Great
went forth to conquer. It meant fhat
Greece and under Greece the modern
world should be what it is and not a
mere perpetuation of Oriental fatalism,
sluggishness, despotism, caste. When
the Roman legions fared forth over
Gaul to Britain, it meant that civilized
law, religion and institutions were to
be grafted upon the wild but sturdy
tree of British and Celtic freedom. When
the barbarians carried their arms
southward to Rome, It meant that
Northern virtue was to prevail over
Southern licentiousness, yet acquire In
the process the graces of 'art and litera-
ture, ever as Alexander had brought
culture from the East. When Napoleon
struck his terrific blows at the ancient
thrones of Europe, It .meant that the
divine right of inherited autocracy to
rule had perished forever from the
earth. When the invincible ArmadR
was swept from the sea, it meant that
great rocks had been moved our. of the
path of constitutions, and representa-
tive government, and free speech and
the right of assemblage.

It is so in the present conflict In the
Orient. An army is not only an army,
but it Is the embodiment and exponent
of a great force in "history. What are
the great principles intrusted to the
custody of Russia for whose advance-
ment prayer should be offered In this
"land of the free and home of the
brave"? Is It the right of Siberian exile,
or of massacres at KIshineff, or of
"administrative order," or suppression
of fre speech, or denial of trial by
Jury or the ban on popular assemblies
or the principle of absolute monarchy
and total disregard of whatever desires
or Ambitions cherished however dearly
by the people? If the Russian conten-
tion is true, the Catholic church is an
offshoot from the Greek church which
Russia still retains. Is It desired to abro-
gate not only Protestantism but Catho-
licism for a religious system cast in the
molds of the fourth century, A. D.?
The miracle of the modern world is the

with which Japan has taken on

1

Western ideas, such as universal edu-
cation and successive grants by
Mlkados of supreme power to the
people through elective government.
Wherever this democratic movement is
crushed out and superseded by the
principle of abgalnle autocracy, unim-
paired Joy restrictions legal, religious
or traditional, the growth of toleration
and Intellectual progress is indefinitely
arrested.

What has made Japan is attrition
from without and friction within. Shut
in from all the world, to Russia this
Internal fermentation which alone gives
life Is denied. The only hope of her
masses for an equal share in the evolu-
tion of society Is In some such violent
shocks as have been felt In turn by
England and Japan. It is the promise
of the present war that It may. In the
hands of Japan, either break into the
encrusted medievalism of Russia or
else, by driving It back-upo- itself, set
forces of ferment and revolution at
work which will in some way open op-
portunity In Russia for that clash of
Ideas and friction of social tendencies
which alone can beget progress. The
stagnation we see In China is simply
Russian immobility raised to a. higher
power. Despotism In government, tyr-
anny in religion, absolutism in Intel-
lectual and fioclal life all these are In
the ark of the covenant which Is borne
by the Russian arms to the Far East
It Is an ethnic force irreconcilable with
everything that the English-speakin- g

race holds dear, and thaflt has won by
the bitter sacrifices and bloody revolu-
tions of a thousand years. For such
fundamentally antagonistic civilizations
there Is no common ground. Between
them there is eternal war.

THE MODERN GREEKS.

The Japanese have been called the
Yankees of the East, while others have
seen In them a supposed parallel to the
British. These comparisons fail, "b-
ecause they are based upon superficial
resemblances. The Japanese are good
traders, but no better than the Chinese.
Such of their characteristics as are
hinted at In the terms volatile and ar-
tistic have much more In common with
the French than with either the British
or the American. The Yankee is hard-head- ed

and the Briton Is phlegmatic,
while the Jap Is neither. The fancied
Insular correspondence of Japan with
Great Britain falls from the fact that
while England long ago abandoned her
theory of British control of the adjacent
mainland, this Is one of the cardinal
points In Japanese ambition.

But it is only when we come to pene-
trate these and other Tacial character-
istics deeper that the basic incongruity
of the Japanese and the Teutonic types
begins to appear. We should not be
far astray to ascribe the Teutonic and
Anglo-Saxo- n eminence In the world to
a quality of moral earnestness which
finds its extreme exemplification In the
Puritan, but is typical of the British
and American resultant of Roman law

ndvHebrew religious thought imposed
upon the native virtues and vices of the
Northern races, lightened and diversi-
fied from time to time by revivals of
Oriental speculation and classic art and
literature. It is certain that in time
the Infiltration of warmer blood now
preponderating In our Immigration will
swerve our National type perceptibly
from the Teutonic toward the Latin
form, with possible gains In the direc-
tion of art, music and gayety; but hith-
erto we have been and still are essen-
tially English, in manners, traditions
and laws.

It has been the lot of this English
mind to take Itself very seriously.
Nominally Copernlcan, we have never-
theless, In our deepest convictions,
which are those of the moral and re-
ligious nature, clung to that Ptolemaic
conception of the universe In which
each soul is the center of creation, the
special object of divine purpose, about
which all past and future events re-
volve. This Is the solemn thought
which has possessed the minds of the
great men who have highly wrought in
England and the United States. To
them nothing has been more real and
compelling than the close connection
between themselves and Deity, and the
heavy obligation laid upon them 'by
the partnership. This feeling Is as
strong In Unitarians like Emerson and
Whittler as in the reformers like Cal-
vin and Knox, preachers like Wesley
and Moody, more orthodox believers like
Milton and Cromwell, Tennyson and
Browning. From King and President
down to the humblest citizen. If we ex-
cept the agnostic school, the serious-minde- d

Briton or American recognizes
himself as the vicegerent of God upon
earth and looks upon the moral ele- -

'ment as the very greatest In all prob
lems.

This is as far apart from the Japan-
ese conception of life as the distance
between the poles. Students of the race
unite in confessing the charm of the
Japanese personality. Its receptivity,
sprightllness, cleverness, devotion to
poetry, passion for art, talent for lit-
erature. Patient in details, abounding
in courtesy, sentimental In all pleas-
ing and not offensive ways, affectionate
alike toward Nature and fellow-being- s,

the Japanese Is one of the most attract-
ive of racial types. Loyalty and filial
respect are cardinal virtues, and the
national attitude toward everything
good jffi other civilizations Is one of
wonderful ss and adapt-
ability. And yet with all this the Jap-
anese are curiously lacking in that
moral and religious- - sense which we
have depicted In the Northern mind.
The "soul" as wo have regarded It Is
denied them entirely; whlch can only
mean, of course, that while the capa-
city for Puritanic teaching must exist
In them as In others, nothing has ever
transpired to develop It. Like other Ori-
ental races, they apprehend 'men as
spiritual beings in the mass; they seem
to have no distinct personality. In Mr.
Ernest W. Clement's "Handbook of
Modern Japan," a recent and entirely
friendly compendium of Japanese life,
we find approval given to the judgment
of Professor George T. Ladd, who has
made a special study of the Japanese
from tfie psychological point of view
and who says:

The superficial observer, especially if he
himself be a victim of the unmixed senti-
mental temperament, may find everything in-

teresting, "aesthetically pleasing, promising
continued kindness of feeling and unwearied
delightful of address. But the
more profound student will take note of the
clear indications that beneath this thin, fair
crust, there arc smouldering fires of na-
tional sentiments uncontrolled by solid moral
principle and unguMed by sound, practical
judgment.

The answer to this judgment upon
the Japanese mind Is, What of It? The
world has already learned upon how
Insecure foundations rests the Puritanic
conception of human life. v The super-
natural view of. the Bible, the anthro-
pomorphic conceptions' of God, the dog-
mas of predestination and future pun-
ishment, constitute at once the' foun-
dation and the framework of the relig
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ious morality of our race. They are
inconsistent with modern science, both
physical and historical. They are, in
fact, out of keeping with the teaching
of the founder of Christianity himself,
whose sternest rebukes were addressed
to the theologians of his time. There
Is room to question, therefore, whether
the Puritan philosophy will in time be
any more justified by its fruits than
by Its logic That is to say, shall we
condemn the Japanese type because it
is without moral sense as we have been
taught to regard moral sense, when
after all it may be the form in which
the spiritual life of the future-wi- ll be
cast?

The closest parallel to this Japanese
character Is the ancient Greek artistic,
joyous, receptive, literary, intellectual
even, but destitute of the oppressive
sense of religious duty under which
the Western world has labored since
the Reformation. We have grown so
familiar and perhaps so tired with the
traditional lament over ancient Greece
for its moral shortcomings that one
might almost make hold to welcome a
conquering race in which the Joyous
naturalness and intellectual freedom of
the Hellenes should be revived. It Is
a suggestive and not displeasing
thought, and one fit to recall for read-
ers of Shelley these lines from Hellas:

The world's great age begins anew.
'

The golden years return.
The earth doth like a snake renew

Her Winter weeds outworn;
Another Athens shall arise

And to remotest time
Bequeath like sunset to the skies

The splendor of her prime.
A loftier Argo cleaves the main,

Fraught with a later prize;
Another Orpheus sings again.

And loves, and weeps and dies,
A new Ulysses leaves once more
Calypso for his native, shore.

THE OUTCOME OF WAR.
The outcome of war is always uncer-

tain. The Sunday following the firing
on Sumter Wendell Phillips; speaking
for the "Flag" in Music Hall, said:
"No man can tell how long this war
will last; no man can tell Its viclssl-tudes- or

predict with any certainty Its
consequences." On the

other hand. Secretary Seward was smil-
ingly confident that it would be "a
ninety days' affair," and Carl Schurz
said It would be a very short war be-
cause the North was a Nation of shop-
keepers and would stop the war the
moment that tl began severely to pinch
their pockets. Phillips, the
political visionary, was correct when he
said "War and Niagara thunder' to a
music of their own, and this war Is
likely to outrun the wildest dreams of
politicians," for the war lasted four
years, imposed a debt of over $2,000,000,-00- 0

upon the people, forced the extinc-
tion of human slavery and cost the
country nearly a million of lives, direct-
ly and indirectly, before It was over. It
has been so In many wars. Before we
won bur independence from England
France had become our-ally- ; Spain was
at war with England, and Holland had
lent us money.

The great "Thirty Years' War" began
in a struggle between the Catholic pow-
ers of Austria and Bavaria on the one
side and the'Protestant states of Ger-
many, supported by Sweden. But soon
the great Catholic power of France,
under Cardinal Richelieu, Joined hands
with Protestant Sweden to humiliate
Austria. The Protestant troops of
Cromwell helped Cardinal Mazarin's
Catholic French army beat the Catholic
Spaniards vand take Dunkirk. Many
small wars have led to great events,
and nearly all wars have been marked,
by unexpected conclusions and unl-
ooked-for settlements. Russia by sheer
valor and energy forced her victorious
way through the passes of the Balkans
to the gates of Constantinople. Then
the Berlin Congress of 1878, through
the Influence of Bismarck and Beacons-fiel- d,

forced Russia to lose all the spoils'
of victory. The same unjust interfer-
ence on the part of Russia, Germany
and France robbed Japan of the Llao
Tung Peninsula, which she had fairly
won by her valor and energy from
China in 1S95. It Is not unlikely that
history may repeat Itself at some stage
of the war between Japan and Russia.

Nations are brutally selfish In their
civil and military policy, and sympa-
thize with the under dog or the upper
hog without any regard to ethical con-
siderations, and since the fate of China
is sure to be ultimately Involved in the
outcome of this struggle, the great
powers of Europe will naturally bide
their time for effective intervention. In
case Japan should be transiently vic-
torious, It Is morally certain that she
would not be permitted at the end of
hostilities to dictate a treaty providing
for the future of Manchuria. The great
powers of Europe, whether Russia or
Japan had the best of it, would be
sure to claim the right to take part
In the settlement, and the final result
would be a treaty placing the sover-
eignty of Manchuria under the guar-
anty of all the nations which claim in-

terests there, instead of under that of
Japan and Russia alone. Great Britain
by the consent of the great powers is
suffered to be paramount in Egypt, al-
though Turkey Is the nominal sovereign
of that country. Russian occupation of
Manchuria has become complete and
Russia's vested interests there are
nearly as large as those of England In
Egypt.

While Turkey is the nominal sover-
eign of Egypt, Great Britain Is clearly
in Egypt to stay, and so while China Is
the nominal sovereign of Manchuria,
Russia Is clearly in that proxjnee to
stay unless the powers of Europe "com-
bine to force her out, which they are
not likely to do. It Is entirely probable,
however, that a concert of European
powers may be established as a para-
mount influence in the Far East akin to
that which has since 1S56 dominated over
the affairs of the Ottoman Empire and
the varioiis Balkan States. It 13 quite
possible that Japan has counted this
probaofllty of forcing an ultimate set-
tlement in making war with Russia.
Without war things would be allowed
to drift, whlle vvar would force a settle-
ment, upon the powers of Europe, who
would be obliged to act decisively or
else let Russia or Japan work Its wllL
It Is true that Japan, If victorious,
might not be suffered to enjoy the full
fruits of a victors beyond the occupa-
tion of Corea, and neither would Russia
should she prove victorious. It Is high-
ly probable that In any event the pow-
ers of Europe will settle the Manchur-la- n

question for many years to come.
If China were awake and reorganized
on modern lines, so that her vast popu-
lation was equal to the task of resist-
ing the encroachments and aggressions
of Western civilized nations, the powers
of Europe would not dare interfere.

But China is as helpless as a ham-
strung elephant today; she cannot resist
Russia or rescue Manchuria from "Rus-
sian occupation, and the result will be,
whether Japan wins or loses, the con-

certed action of the powers of Europe
is likely to fix the fate of Manchuria
to suit themselves. When the naval

squadrons of Russia and Japan have
"become seriously ha paired in fighting
capacity by service; when Russia and
Japan both, have exhausted the army
chest, then the Western powers will be
likely to allot theJimltailons of Japan's
occupation of Corea; they will be likely
to forbid the fortification of the Corean
Strait, and they will be likely to re-
strict Russia's occupancy and rule in
Manchuria to its original lease of the
Port Arthur district and to the protec-
tion of Its existing lines of railway.
Japan probably will be suffered strong-
ly to occupy and hold Corea, and
such portions of Manchuria as the Pe-ki- n

government would permit them to
colonize. Japan would be used as a
perpetual threat of military and naval
Invasion and Russia would be held
down as long as possible to its legal
right in Manchuria so far a3 trade and
territory are concerned. Manchuria is
Chinese pie; the powers of Europe will
all want a slice, and when Japan and
Russia have battered each other into a
mood for peace the powers of Europe
will wish to preside, over the distribu-
tion of pie. Just as they did at the Ber-
lin Congress of 1S78.

RIVEB 3ITJST NOT BE NEGLECTED.

The excellent work of Major Langfitt,
U. S. Engineers, in with
the Port of Portland Commission, is
reflected In the ease with which twenty-four-fo- ot

ships now make the passage
from Portland to Astoria. The fact
that these deep-dra- ft ships still suffer
delays at Astoria Is a standing menace
to the port, and prevents any lack of
vigilance In hastening the work of com-
pleting the jetty and "removing the
cork from the bottle" by deepening the
channel over the bar. So long as the
absence of even temporary relief below
Astoria hampers the free movement of
shipping there will be no relaxing of
effort to secure not only temporary but
permanent improvement In the depth
of water. This Incentive for Improve-
ment in the river channel is at present
lacking. The ships come and go over
the 100-mi- le stretch between Portland
and Astoria without delay, and in the
absence of any complaint over the con-
dition of the river public sentiment is
gradually drifting toward the assump-
tion that we are permanently secure
against a recurrence of the delays
which have wrought such Injury on the
port in the past,

Unfortunately there is nothing in the
present situation that warrants this
feeling of security, and In our efforts
to hasten the permanent work at the
mouth of the river we must still bear
in mind that the small amount of
money that Is required for constant
dredging on the river is necessary each
year, until the. Government takes up
the matter of permanent improvements
No effort should be or will be spared in
hastening the work at the bar, where
we are now experiencing the greatest
trouble. The dredge Chinook, which
has made costly Inroads on the fund
originally Intended exclusively for the
jetty extension, can offer but temporary
relief, bu even this will be welcome
if it com4s, and the money thus spent
will not be wasted if the exhaustion of
the appropriation leaves the jetty un-
finished. Ail dredging, however, on the
bar or hi the river, can offer at the
best but temporary relief M and on the
river as well as on the bar we must
eventually depend upon jetties or revet-
ment workSwhlch will confine the
cUonnel in lateral bounds which will
force It tojcdur Its way to the sea.

The falln.r of Congress to pass a
river and harbor bill has postponed this
permanent --work, but even with the
small amouht available for dredging
after the water of the Spring
freshet the channel between Portland
and Astorja can probably be main-
tained at its present depth for another
season. By that time It is to be hoped
that an appropriation of goodly dimen-
sions can be secured for commencing
permanent work. As has frequently
been stated, the work of the Jetties or
breakwaters in the river Is no longer
In the nature of an experiment The
results secured at St, Helens and
Walker's Island "have been of such a
satisfactory nature that a permanent
channel of ample depth for all classes
of shipping is no longer a matter of
question if the funds are provided for
carrving on "the work. The entire Co-

lumbia Basin Is growing In wealth and
population as it has never grown before,
and the increasing tonnage of the prod-
ucts of this empire, following the course
of least resistance, should reach the
high seas by the route which Nature
planned. Money Is available for push-
ing work at the mouth of the river for
at least another year, and that work
Is of a permanent nature, with an ab-
solute certainty that Its completion will
end all delays to shipping at the mouth
of the river. The next step naturally is
the river above Astoria, and no effort
should be spared In securing an appro-
priation sufficient to start work on a
permanent channel In keeping with that
which we will have at the bar when
present plans are carried out.

NEW YORK'S ELECTORAL VOTE.
It is within the constitutional powers

of the Republican Legislature of the
State of New York to make the success
of the Republican ticket sure In the
coming Presidential contest by passing
a law similar to that which the Demo-
crats of Michigan passed just before
the election of 1S92, by which the elec-
tors were chosen by Congressional dis-

tricts. This would break the electoral
vote of New York in two, so that the
Democratic half would be of no avail.
In 1890 the Democrats carried Michigan,
electing a state ticket and Legislature,
but having no hope of carrying the
electoral vote of the state In 1892, they
passed the ed Miner law, provid-
ing that each Congressional district
should choose one elector, and then di-

vided the state into two grand districts
for the choice of two electors-at-larg- e.

Under this law Michigan contributed
five electoral votes to the Cleveland
column and nine to that of Harrison.

Thevote of the state showed a Repub-
lican majority o5,2Q,000, so that without
this device the7 entire fourteen votes
of Michigan would have been cast for
Harrison. The United States Supreme
Court decided that the Democratic Leg-
islature had enacted a perfectly consti-
tutional measure. The application of
the Miner law to the State of New York
would divide Its electoral vote almost'
evenly. The Democrats now control
seventeen Congressional districts and
the Republicans the remaining twenty.
Of the two electors-at-larg- e, the one
chosen from the lower half of the state
would be Democratic and from the up-
per half Republican, or. If they were
elected on a general ticket, the vote
might be close. If this device were
adopted by the Republican" State Legis-
lature, .the Democrats could not get
more than half the electoral votes from
the Empire State. If the Republicans
were in any danger of losing the elec-
tion by the loss of New York; the adop
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tion of this ed Miner law would
secure the victory. With ialf .of New
York's electoral college the Republicans
could not fail, while with none of 'It
they might be defeated.

This method was familiar years be-

fore Michigan adopted It. In JS2tf in
Massachusetts electors were chosen one
by each Congressional district and two
n.t large, and the electoral college con-

sisted of eight Federalists ana seven
Democrats. Many persons believe that
this would be the better wayto choose
Presidential electors always.' If would
throw the pressure upon the doubtful
Congressional districts instead of the
campaign's concentrating upon New
York, New Jersey, Maryland, Illinois
and California, as .now seems probable.
Some Republicans think that the resort
to the Miner law would react upon the
party responsible for It and would cost
the Republican ticket more votes than
It won, because scfiiuch higher stand-
ards In public life prevail In the Repub-
lican party of the North that it could
not afford to follow the predecent of the
Democrats of Michigan. Other Repub-
lican leaders hold that a method of
choosing Presidential electora which is
Intrinsically as good as or better
than the present one ought not to be
objected to simply because a "reduction
of the size of the stake for which the
two parties would play In the case of a
single state would greatly Increase the.
chances of the Roosevelt ticket,"

In April, 1800, Alexander Hamilton,
when he found himself beaten In his
own city and state In the election for
members of the Legislature who were to
make choice of Presidential electors,
tried to induce Governor Jay to call an
extra session of the Legislature, whose
term did not expire until July, for the
purpose of changing the mode of select-
ing Presidential electors, giving the
choice" to the people in the several Con-
gressional districts of the state. Gover-
nor Jay, however, declined the proposi-
tion and indorsed Hamilton's letter as
follows: "Proposing a measure for party
purposes which I think it would not
become me to adopt." Up to 1824 Pres-
idential electors were chosen by the
Legislatures of the respective states,
and not by the popular vote, in New
Yorkj Delaware, Louisiana, South Caro-
lina and Vermont. In the other states
the electors were chosen by the people
at the general election. In 1825 the New
York Legislature passed a law provid-
ing for the election of Presidential 'elec-
tors by districts, but m 1S2S the system
was changed to electing by general
ticket, which system has prevailed to
the present time In the Empire State.

THE CELT IN LITERATURE.

The appearance of William Butler
Yeats, a distinguished Irish poet and
man of letters, as a lecturer before the
Universities of California and Stanford
Is a noteworthy literary event, Mr.
Yeats is but 37 years of age, Is the son
of a well-know- n Irish artist, was born
In Dublin, but spent much of his early
life In County SUgo, where his grand-
parents lived. Mr. Yeats does not lec-

ture upon "Irish Literature"; he deals
with the Celtic influence on literature.
The popular definition of "Irish litera-
ture" would Include the poetry of Gold-

smith and that of Tom Moore and the
"Charles O'Malley" of Lever and the
"Handy Andy" of Lover. Macaulay
fifty years ago pointed out that Gold-
smith was of English stock, the son
of a poor curate of the Established
Church; that his literary work has no
distinctive Celtic quality or flavor. In
the "Deserted "Village" the village In Its
happy days Is a true English village,
while In Its decay It Is an Irish village.
The prosperous "Auburn" he had seen
In Kent., while the ejectment which
turned its people out of their homes
and forced them to emigrate in a body
to America he had seen In Munster.

While Goldsmith was passionately
fond of Irish music,, was a Jacobite In
his political sympathies and an Irish-
man In feeling and temperament, never-
theless Goldsmith's excellent work In
both profe and poetry Is no more "Irish
literature" than the works of Irish-bor- n

but English-bre- d Swift and Burke are
"Irish literature" In the sense that we
speak of Burns as the poet of Scotland,
because he was saturated with the
spirit of the Scottish people as no
other Scotch writer of genius has been.
Tom Moore, too, loved Irish music, but
Tom Moore's clever vyses are no more
"Irish poetry" than they are "English
poetry," for, as Mr. Yeats puts It, such
.sentimental lyrics as these, do not re-
flect "the passionate, brooding Celt."
Goldsmith and Moore both knew that
their poetry did not speak for the abo-
riginal race of Ireland, who spoke the
Irish language, for Goldsmith had heard
some of the last notes of the harp of
Carolan, who could pour forth unpre-
meditated Irish verses. But Goldsmith
and Moore had both been spoiled for
genuine Irish slngera by their Dublin
University education, even as Burns
would have been spoiled as a distinct-
ively Scottish singer had he been given
a university education, which would
have either made him a writer of ele-
gant English verse, like Gray, or made
him an Imitator of Pope, as Allan Ram-
say Is In his "Gentle Shepherd."

These modern critics, like Yeats, are
right In their contention that Gold-
smith, Moore, Lever, Lover and Miss
Edgeworth, excellent as Is their literary
work, do not revpl the spirit of Ireland
as distinguished from that of England
or Scotland. The Irish novel of the
Lever type gives you only pictures of
the Anglo-Irl3hma- n, but the Anglo-Irishm-

was never transformed Into a
true Celt, The mere surface, the mere
foam and bursting bubbles on the shal-
low streams of Irish life, are delineated
by the Lever school of Irish fiction.
The novelists who went below the sur-
face were all Catholics and all Celtic,
like John Banlm and Carleton, who
pictured the real peasant, that, if he
learned to read and write at all, .was
taught by a hedge schoolmaster, who,
because he was a Catholic and could
not educate or be educated, was obliged
to hide with his pupils. The inner life
of Celtic Ireland owes nothing to the
Lever or Edgeworth school of fiction.

Matthew Arnold Jn his essay on Celtic
literature held that there Is a streak of
the Celt in even Anglo-Saxo- n poet of
genius; that the natural magic and
mystery of some of the finest passages
In English poetry are due to a strain
of Celt In the poet, and he favored the
foundation of a chair of Celtic at Ox-
ford. Mr. Yeats holds that if a man Is
to be a true Celtic poet he must draw
his inspiration from the Celtic fountain
alone. The real passionate, visionary
Celt, whom neither the Englishman nor
the Anglo-Irishm- ever painted be-
cause he never understood. Is set
forth by Lady Gregory's recently pub-
lished translations from the Irish bal-
lads written sixty years ago for the
peasants of Galway by the blind, wan-
dering peasant-poe- t, Rafferty, who
composed In Irish for an Irish audience
and whose songa are still sung In Mayo
and Galway. These Celtic peasant

songs seldom talk of love; marriage for
love is almost unknown; It is a matter
of common-sens- e arrangement between
the heads of peasant families, as in
France and Italy. Only the laments
seem to come from the heart and the
deepest note struck Is the love of coun-
try. Of all the love songs quoted by
Lady Gregory, there is only one that
sounds at once both tender and true.
It is called "The Grief of a Girl's
Heart," and Js sung In the south of
Ireland as well as on the Arran Islands,
off the west coast:
It Is late last night the dog- was speaking of

you; the snipe was speaking of you In her
deep marsh. ... It was on Sunday that
I gave my love to you; the Sunday that Is last
before Easter Sunday. And myself oa my
knees reading the Passion: and my two eyes
giving love to you forever. . . .' Tou have
taken the East from me; you have taken the
West from me; you "have taken what Is before
me and what Is behind me; you have taken
the moon, you have taken, the sun from me;
and my fear Is great that you have taken God
from me.

Lady Gregory quotes from a "Sorrow-
ful Lament for Ireland," which Includes
some fine lines, saying that nothing un-
der the sky is friendly or favorable to
the Gael, only the sea and the wind:
And there is reason that these are reconciled

with us.
For we Increase the sea with our tears.
And the wandering wind with our sighs.
, John Keats did not have to. learn
Greek to produce some of the finest
"classical" poetry In literary form and
spirit, and Mr. Yeats has written
Anglo-Iris- h poetry of admirable form,
for which he was not Indebted to the
Celtic fountain to which he would con-
fine the Celtic poets of the future. Mr.
Yeats is a man of poetic genius, but a
good deal of a mystic, like the artist-po- et

William Blake, of whom he Is so
warm an admirer. He is right in his
contention that much of the
popular Irish fiction and poetry is not
"Irish literature" at all In any such
sense as Burns' songs speak distinct-
ively for Scotland. He is right in his
belief that Mangan's "Dark Rosaleen"
Is Celtic, while Tom Moore Is only sh

in spirit. But it Is not neces-
sary for a poet to drink at the Celt
fountainhead in order to catch the Celt
spirit, any more than It was necessary
for Keats to know Greek in order to be
a Greek in his apprehension of the spirit
of beauty which was Incarnated In that
people and expressed in their art and
literature. Shelley knew something of
Greek; Keats knew nothing; but both
of these great poets were born Greeks
In their apprehension of the spirit of
beauty and of its
poetic expression.

The rate agreement which has been
in effect between the owners of the
tran3-Atlant- lc freighters since the Mor-
gan combine was effected, about two
years ago, has been shattered and there
Is open warfare between the various
lines engaged. Some of them have
made contracts at cut rates for several
months ahead, an action which pre-
cludes the possibility of an immediate
restoration of rates. This gives the
shippers and, of course, the producers

an added profit on the products that
are going foreign In such large quanti-
ties, and the rates will remain at a low
level until the business overtakes the
tonnage supply. Rates have been cut
not only to European ports, but also on
all lines running to South Africa and
South America. The present Is not the
first time that such a condition of af-
fairs has existed, but It serves to show
how utterly needless Is a subsidy In or-
der to provide shipping for our foreign
trade. Here we have shipowners oper-
ating vessels under all of the principal
flags of theVorld bidding against each
other for the privilege of carrying
American products to market at a rate
lower than thai; at "which American ves-
sels couldU.handle the traffic. A .sub-
sidy, no matter how large, could do no
more In the way of providing us with
facilities for foreign trade, and It Is
doubtful If an attempt to force it on the
people will ever be successful.

"Nothing," says the Berlin Chamber
of Commerce In its last annual report,
"can take the place of American bacon
as a cheap and nutritious article of food
for the masses of our population. There-
fore it would be a matter of deep regret
If the high Import duties of the new
tariff law were not reduced to a reason-
able degree." This sentiment from Ger-
many is not prompted by love of Amer-
icans or from a desire for free trade in
general. It Is simply because they need
American bacon and have nothing in
their own land that can answer as a
substitute. On this basic principle rests
all foreign trade which falls our way.
We can have access to the Russian do-

minionswhen they get them in the
Far East If we- - have to sell that which
they wish to buy. We can trade with
thf-- Japanese on the same basis. Amer-
icans are not likely to be shut out of
any market that is In need of our goods,
and on the other hand we shall always
be In danger of being shut out of mar-
kets where we have no inducements to
offer buyers.

It is said that an aged man, an old
soldier, by the way, who was recently
sent to the county poor farm, was re-
quired by the management to saw wood
at that institution. If the man was not
physically able to perform the workf a
charge of Inhumanity or cruelty may
well be lodged against those who com-
pelled him to perform this labor. That
he was an old soldier has nothing to do
with It. No man, soldier, or
plain, ordinary civilian, should be
forced by the public authorities to work
when he Is s!ck"or disabled through
age or bodily, Infirmity. Neither ro-
mance nor patriotism has part in a
matter of this kind. It Is a simple
question of humanity. The only privi-
leged class we have In this country (or
the only one we are supposed to have)
Is that composed of the helpless, the
sick and the Infirm. To require any
member of this class to work Is not
necessary, since property is taxed for
the support of all thus unfortunate.
And In addition to this, humanity for-
bids It.

From present indications all "defi-
ciency In precipitation" In this district
for the current weather year Is likely
to be made up before time for genial
Spring weather comes. This 13 well.
It Insures good crops and an early
Spring. Or, as the poet has It, it for-bod- es

"an early harvest and a plenteous
year" conditions for which even the
chronic Winter weather growler ap-
proves.

If the report of Russia's 'purpose to
carry the war direct to the Japanese
coast Is true, it affords ti;e first evi-
dence of sound strategy in Russian
councils. The place to conquer Corea
and Manchuria Is neither at Seoul nor
Port Arthur, but by fire and sword in
every Japanese seaport, just as Spain's
true way to win Jamaica and Gibraltar
was on the shores of England.

NOTE AND COMMENT,

Dramatic Notes. v

The, following news Items concerning
some ornaments of the stajre are. bv spe
cial arrangement, published simultane-
ously In The Oregonlan and In the Box
uiace Gazette. Owing to line trouble,
however, it Is possible that pomn of th
names have been mangled In transmis
sion:

MISS ToOkSCV Toodles. trrnt- - It. "m,
Weeks In a Turkish Bath," showed rare pres- -
to o n preventing a panic at the t
Coos Bay Opera-Hous- e last night. Someirresponsible person In the front
fire, and a scene of Indescribable horror was
only averted- - by Miss Toodles. who stepped
to the footlights and began to sing the "StarSpangled Banner." (The Irresponsible person
later struck for a dollar Instead of four bitszor ms jod.)

Nat. R. Badlosc had a narrow escape from
death while in his dressing-roo- after lastnight's performance of Butt.? pnn. ...
Block." Sir-- Badlose drank a deep draught
of hair restqrer in mistake for a tonic that
he finds necessary for due Inspiration. Be- -
yoaa tne tact tnat tne eminent actor feelj
like a bear-ski- n coat turned lnsldo out, he
experiences no Inconvenience.

Miss Mollle Maloney writes to say she Is
not m any way connected with Lillian Rus-se- l.

as the great similarity of names might
lead some peoplo to believe.

Jefferson Booth writes to contradict the re-
port of ihls death, which was erroneously
sent ouf by a friend who overheard some
remark about his being half shot.

Miss Lardio Longsocks, of the
Company, was almost roasted alive In

match and touched It to the gas jet. which
flared up brightly. The plucky little star
did not scream for help, and la fact, made
light of the Incident.

Miss Mandy Skamokawa, who will make her
debut next week, comes of a theatrical fam-
ily, her mother's first husband having been
the nephew of a friend of Mrs. Leslie Car-
ter.

Miss Jessie Jellyfish, who In private Ufa
Is known, as Mrs. Tom Battercakes. has a
delightful country home at Nazatchook. She
has two beautiful children, to whom she Is
greatly devoted. Three or four times a week
Mrs. Battercakss spends five minutes with
her little cherubs, who almost remember her.

A Leap-Ye- ar Valentine.
St. Valentine, pray lend your aid
To a poor, suppliant leap-ye- maid;
When this thy month has one Vrss day
Tis Jack that frets the hours away
In ardent unaccustomed rhyming.
With "love" and "dove" forever chiming,
But this year I am on the teeter.
Compelled to measure love by meter.

.
I can't take Jack's own form of speech.
And tell him that he's Just a peach;
His hair I couldn't say Is curly.
If I were twonty times his girlie;
Such compliments he'll-hav- e to lack.
He's simply homely, dear old Jacil
I never knew 'twas such a Job
To put In words the, pulses' throb;
I think of things , that I might say,
But not this silly rhyming way;
They make too much for Just one line.
Or else I've cut them down too fine.
"I love you. Jack" there's nothing sweeter.
But that won't fit this horrid meter.
Thank goodness. leap year's once In four,
I'd die if It came any more
I'll leave the fetters of the line,
And send myself as valentine.

"

Gambling in Pendleton seems to be moro
or less of a gamble.

Santo Domingo resembles a continuous
Democratic harmony meeting.

Kansas City Is a suburb of Oregon City.
Sellwood should change Its name to New
York.

A Paducah motorman is said to have
tried to beat a train to a crossing. The
race was a dead heat and the passengers
are dead people.

"Bangai Togo" Is what the Japanese say
when they want to cheer their Admiral,
and they probably wouldn't swap It for
" 'Rah for Dewey."

San Francisco reports a really
gambling-hous- e robbery; In some

respects San Francisco will always be
the Queen city of the Pacific. -

It is our proud boast that a man cannot
be punished twice for the same offense,
yet it seems that all Oregon's convicts
are to be sent over the road again.

After all, nothing can surpass the sweet
directness of youth's Immemorial valen-
tine:

The rose Is red;
The violet's blue;
Sugar's sweet.
And so are you.

Secretary Hay 13 a phrase-make-f- ot
ability. If the skllL of a diplomatist Is
shown by saying something that may
mean anything, the Secretary will hold
the belt for some time with "China's ad-
ministrative entity."

The runs a cartoon
by a Japanese, who wrote that he was
"rejolqed to read about far-Ea- st news,"
that he Intended to "draw some funny
picture," and concluded by saying "If I
can see It again on the paper what my
glad Is you can suppose.',' '

Matt Mattson, of Astoria is certainly in
bad luck. It appears that by dint of la-

borious days he accumulated enough
money to buy a ticket to the Pacific Coast
for hlS hest girl in y Finland. Tha
girl came West, but a Seattle man mar-
ried her. A "Seattle man"! Poor Mattson.

"North Beach clams for North Beach-

combers" Is the motto of the diggers'
society Jto the northward of the Colum-

bia. Clatsoplans, In their mad pursuit
of the fleeing clam, invade North Beach
to the detriment of the local trappers,
whose protest may be said by special li-

censeto be clamorous.
"Clatsop man's a big fllmflammer,"

Xorth Beach stammers;
Which gt3 out Its little hammer,

And It hammers
Oh. Just listen to the clamor

Of the clammers.

- A letter signed "Widower" has reached
this office, says the Atchison Globe, and
It contains the following: "1 have a
shameful confession to make, and I make
it wondering If it will lead other men to
admit that they committed the same sin.
I thought a great deal of my wife, but
during her long illness I often caught my-

self thinking of other women. I was
ashamed of It, and would bring my mind
back to my dear one with a Jerk. She died,
and the first day my grief was uppermost.
The second day a neighboring girl came
In and shook hands with me, and I
thought how pretty she looked. I Jerked
my mind back again. A widow rode out to
the cemetery with me, and before

had turned Into the cemetery I was
wondering If she was a good cook. An-

other jerk to my mind. While the coffin
was lowered my mind was very proper; I
pras thinking only of my lost one, but
ever since I came home it has been be-

having in a scandalous manner. I notico
that women are pretty; that they are very
friendly; that when they look sympathetic
I enjoy It. though I know I am a hypo-

crite. Do other men have the same experi-
ence? I have put a photo of my wife on
my office desk to keep my mind In order,
but find It is losing Its influence."

WEXFORD JONES.


