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the matter of preventing the of .
THE QUARREL OF JAPAN AND RUSSIA ||meeeme o
: the war has besn t h.:.m .
' of the United
Epitomized Statement of Diplomatic Negotiations of Past Ten Days Comclusion, ‘The Eninces of he Usited

REAL origin of the pressmt clash
between Russis and Japan, which will
undoubtedly sconer or lster lead to

war, las In & conflict of tha destinles of
the two nations.

For a century Russis has realized that
the great problemn of her interaal develop-
ment depended, In & gresl measure, TpOB

victory it was Rumis's hand that inter-
possd, although the interposition took the
form of & woanimous mct of sevelnl of the
smal European powers. Japan was de-
prived of the boas for which sbe had
fought. and compelled to be content with
an indemnity. After baving won & foot-
bold on the mainland by foroe of arms,
he was compellsl o relinguish It under

the p - of rts which 14
give ber ready mocess to the outer world
st all sessona. For a century she has had
her eyes fixed longingly upon the Mediter-
ranean, only to have the jealousy of other
powers baffie her time and again. Of iate
years she has cast longing eyes upon the
Persian Gulf, without making more than
trntative encroachments in that direction.
There she Onds hersel! confrented by
Engiand, as in the Medlturtanean Is xn
myid sgainst her the Concert of Eao-
rope,

As Russia has pever heen knmown to
abandon any pian vital to her interests, it
may be safely presumed that ahe will
eventually secure & southern outist: but
st present she realizes the necessity of
procesding cautiously fn that direction
Meanwhille, o later generntion of Russian
statesmen hove turned thelr attention to
opening up the great territory of Siberia,
with Its limitiess possibilities for muterial
devejopment. In the Trans-8ibsrian Rall-
wuy wo see the first tangible result of this
policy.

However, even bofore the construction
of the rond was begun, the necessity of a
favorable terminus was sppreciated, and
plans 1o secure It wers st working, Here,
ngain, Russia found herself confromted by
the same old difficuity. She had no suit-
abis port In Aslatic watem In surves-
1 her Pacific coast line ahe found that
Usur!i Bay, where Viadivostok is now lo-
cated was the most southerly avallable
purt fno her possessions. To reach even
there, [t was pocessary t0 makes o great
detour to the north, or cross a part of
Manéhnria. She determined that the best
and most feasible route was across Man-
echuria; but to obtaln the comsent of the
Chin#se government was another matter.
To this end wne Russian diplomacy a8-
rected for many years with comparatively

Such the situation n
the wur between China and

no SucCrRe.
1884, whon
Japan grcurred.
Barren Results of Victory Owver Chl-
nese. o
This wnr was the first direct and strik-
Ing result, s Indlcatsd In o mave of
signifioancs in grund polities, of the adop-
tiem by Japan of Western methods and
pollctes. Japan had been awakened, chief-
I¥ through the instrumentaiity of the
United Btates, nnd with her awakening
hed come mmbliion. The new Japan soon

wan

found that It neadiod an cutlst for Its
petivities, both political and commercial,
The only possible cutlet was the comtinent
of Avla, and 1t beeame o policy of first
Importance with Japanese statesmen (o
rocure & foothold on the mainiand. It

was the mo=t natural thing in the world
that thelr eyen ghould fall upon the Little
kingdom of Coresa, whose ancomalows posi-
tion, aa well us her Internul wonkness, left
her the prey of superior powers Whers
there is a will there 18 alwvays & way, and
Japan's finnily, after ashe had
enrefolly reorganized ber army and navy
according to Western standarda, brought
om the war with Chine, in which owing
10 the totnl unprepardiodness of
rhe was complotely victorious.
Heére onme the beginning of the clash
with Russia, although It was the work of
forces for years operating mlong lines
tending to that Inevitable end When
Japan sought 10 grasp the frulls of her

drsigne

China,

the of superior power, Inmtigmted
by Hussia, whose statemmen clearly saw
that Jepan‘s ambitions, If realized, would
be fatal to Russia’'s designs. Jupas re-
tired temporarily baffled, but the bitter-
ness of her defeat still lles deep In the
hearts of her people, and in even DOW
the chief force that makes for war,
How Russia Got a Footheld.

It ts fharacteristic of Russian plo-
macy that It waa able, in that matter of
the settiement of the Japan-Chinn war, to
not only deprive the victor of all the sub-
stantial frults of victery, but to take ad-
vantage of clircumstances to materially
advance her own interests. Russia, as the
chief mover |n helping heipless China to
“suve her fnce™ In the settlament, was
able to pose st Pekin in the attitude of &
sutcoring friend, and the dused and de-
moralized Chinese government could not
resist the pressures brought to secure the
mtification af & treaty parmitting the con-
stroction across Manchuria of the Trans-
Sfberian Rallway. Russia pointed out that
this raliroad was necessary to China,
since only by fis assistance could Buosria
protect hér ally from the aggressions of
Jupan. Just how far that astutg old
statesman, Ld Hung Chang, who con-
dueted the negotintions for China, was
really taken in may never be known;
but the convention was migned. It gave
Ruesia the right to employ her troops to
facilitate the construvtion of and protect
ths rallway, a privilege which she Imme-
dintely used to sstabilsh herself Jn Man-
churia. This wans soon followed by the
adquisttion of Port Arthur by Russia,
which she proceeded to fortify as an ex-
tensive naval and military base.

Even the man In the street, who doas
not much oconcern himself about the in-
tricacles of grand politics, can probdbly
renlize the feelings of the Japanew when
Russiy pequired Port Arthur. FPort Ar-
thur was the apple of Japan's eye In the
war with Chins, and she was only foreed
to abandon that Immensely desirable port
by a combination of the powers And
now to see U pass guletly into the pos-
songlon of her chief rival was hard to
bear. However, she was poweriess 1o
prevent It It s probable that England
and Germany, who had been hoodwinked
by Russfa Into bluffing Japan, realised
how they hud been outwitted, but the
best they cuwuld do was to demand =mi-
lur concessions from China, England get-
ting Wel-hal-wel (which, after spending
great sums, she ls dbout to abandon ax
worthless), and Germany exacting a con-
cesglon ut Kluwo-chow

In Port Arthur, Russia had now sscured
an exceflent harbor. accesslble ot ol
seasons, and capable of being easily
mads impregnabie, which she has not
negiected to do. However, hundreds of
miles of Chiness territory (Southern Man-
churia) Intervoned between Fort Arthur
and Russian territory. Clearly Port Ar-
thur, desirable as It la, could never be-
come o really satisfactory milltary and
| naval bose untll conpected with the
| Trans-Biberian Rallway. 5o Russia set
about getting & concession to bulld a
branch from Harbin, in Manchuria, to
FPomt Arthur, with a spur tapping the
Paking-Shan-hal-koan road. The argu-
ments advanced In favor of this project
were many and legitimate. It has now

been completed. and gives direct conneo-

ton by rall betwesn Europs and Peking.
Under an enlightened administration, this
road would undoubtedly benefit the entire
mm-ﬁmurmmm
administration remiine to be Its
construction permitted the Introduoction
Into Manchuria of more Russian troops

Seized Opportunity to Fortify,

This was the situation In 190 when
North China was throwa iInto confusion
by the disturbances generally known as
the “Boxer” insurrection. Russin scizsd
this opportunity to greatly Ingrease her
forces In Manchuria, uoder cever of an
apparent military necessity. But other
powsrs Inferested In the Par Eastern
question, besides Japan, began now to s=e
the drift of Russia's policy. which result-
od in a joint protest at Russian ocoupa-
tion of a great part of the domain of the
Chinese empire. where all the treaty nas
tions posseas valuable commercial rights,
Russia, protesting the rectitude of her in-
tantions, pretended to yield, snd agreed to
evacuate Manchuria by a osrtain date,

There §s not the siightest reason to
supposs that ahe ever had any Miention
of keeping her p Aa A mstter of
fact, from her st t, it would have
been an exceedingly foolish thing to do;
for It would bave isolated Port Arthur
At a time when every Russian diploma-
tist in the East fully belleved thut a war
with Japan was one of the certainties of
the futire. When the date set for the
evacuition arrived, Hussla made a lame
pretenses of moving her troops; but they
were simply shifted to other positions
and in 5o sense withdrawn, On the con-
trary, she has constantly been augment.
ing her forcea in Mandhuria, until now
ahie has o large army. distributed at all
points of atrategic valus In the locality.
She has shown unmistakably that ahe [n-
tenieia fo remain where ahe i *

That Russia’s course has not been sat-
Iafactory 1o the other powers goes with-
out saying Bot it is extremesly unlikely

":hnt any of them, except Japan, will

feel that Its Interests are sufMclent to
wWarrant resort to arme. But Japan s
undoubtedly prepared to fight i she
Ialls to secure satisfactory concessions.
In fact, no careful oheerver of the game
of grand polities as it Is now belng played
in the Far Eust can doubt that ever alnce
18 Jupan sua been carefully preparing
to g0 to war with Rossin, and Russia
bHas been just as carefully prepuring to
meet her attack. To this end, both ns-
tions have boen rapidly as possihle
bringing their arfmaments up to a war
footing. The completion of the Trans-
Sibertan raliway waa a primary néceasity
to Russia. It ts now officlally said to be
finlshed, although thers are good reasons
to think that Ity service in war will not
be entirely sstisfactory. However, the
tone taken by Husaia in the pending ne-
gotintlons abhows that she feels herself
strong emough to bring the question (o an
ismue.

Will Be a Two-Handed Fight.

Although it has until recently escaped
the attention of the public, the activs
forces In the existing crisis have been
formulating for more than & year. The
first declsive step was, of courss, the
promulgntion of the défensive treaty be-
tween England and Japan. This assures
Japan that If ahe would throw Herself
Into the breach to check Russian aggres.
sion her territory will not be violated,
even if sho suffers defeat. That s the
real meat §f this treaty, which conveys
the further assurance that Japsn and
Roumsala will be permitted to fight 1t out
alone. Notwithstunding discussion of the
probability of International complcations,
now g0 widespread, there ls scarcely a pos-
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‘What Some of Big Corporations Ase Likely to Do in Near Future. '
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T HAS come to be almost an sxiom fn
l all street

Manchuria and Corea. The Immedinte ex-
cuse for the representations wns the al-
jeged mggressive actioms of Rusesians on
the Corean side of the Yalu which river
in the boundary betweoen Corea and Muan-
churia; but If that had not présented,
thera_da no doubt that mnother excuse
would bave been found. The maln design
was o elucidate a definite declaration of
Russia’s mtentions.. \

Beveral notes have now been exchangsd
between the twa governments, with quite
definite  results, which shine clearly
throngh the mist of diplomatic communlt.
eation. Ruswia will not budge an inch in
Manehuria, nor will she conceds that Japan
has any right two her duet
thera. - In this latter pomition whe Is un-
doubtedly correct, for technically China i
the only nation directly concerned. Thus
she evades the Issue diplomstically; while
the real effect of her answer iz to tell
Jaban that It In none of her business.

And the Resuit?

It is also characteristic of Russian diplo-
macy that she complicates her reply and
seemingly strengthers her position by
throwing up an oulwork, In the nature of
certaln propositions reganding Corea: in
which she seemns to make concessions,
while really advascing claims which she
had naver hefore made. In other wurds,
while practically refusing to discuss the
Manchurian situation with Japan, she un.
expectedly advances claims to a sphere of
Influence In Corea, thus paving the way
for mggressions In that quarter. It ls the
old, old diplomatic trick of first clalming
& right, then, by axandoning soms {mma-
terinl part of it, sseming to make a con-
cesslon. In this instance, the Russian
game Is o obvious to decelve even &
novice in diplomacy, and, in fact, no one
Is at all deceived, Japan least of all. Rus-
sla has shown her hand. und that means
that she intends to hold what she has got
in Minchuria, while at the same time put-
ting her finger openly, for the first time,
upon Corea. .

Thus the issue is sharply drawn. Tha
inevitable clash in the destinies of the two
nations has at last oceurred. One or the
other must give way.

What will the result ba?

That will only be dgtermined by war.
This war may be delayed for a yesr or
two, ‘or perhaps longer (ulthough that Is
very improbable), but It may be reckoned
A= a certainty of the near future. Nelther
nation will yleld, for nelther can without
alandoning something necessary and fun-
damental to its naflonal development and
prestige. Thelr differencen are too deop
to be reconciied by diplomacy, which can
enly temporize. As to the right and wrong
of the lage, that is not easy to determine.
Much can bo sald on both sldes. Argu-
ment boots nothing in & matter ke this
The comfilet v apparently inevitable. It
scems beyond the direction of human wis-
dom in the present siages of clvilization.
It is the beginning of the destined sirug-
gle between the Euat and West finally to
decide which shall dominate that part of
the earth, and 1t will not be settled by &

mingle war. THOMAS F. MILLARD,

A ROMANCE OF PORTLAND'S SCOW

BY ALMA A. ROGERS.

DWELLERS ‘
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HE red poranfums, clinging in their
l prison boxes to the ralling of the
Mttly scow, blinksd at the glaring

It was the hottest day of the Spring
3 the rapid river refused to rippls ex-
aF an occhasiounl steamer frothed It
waves. Threge shrill whistles, one
ud twa short, broke the guilet
“"The Innd sakes, If there nin't the Pot-
tar, and o bull hour dhead o' Ume!™
Moraape Hinker dropped the gingham
spron she hod been opsmting as o fan,
and ram to the river side of the porch
“What do you s'pose hns happened, Mis'
MulleA ™ ahé erled to a stont woman who
was placidly stemming gnoseberriey on the
gorgeously palnted houseboat wdjolning.

“I's npothin' surprisin’ when Dbosts s
Inte, but to be ahead o' time s enough to
make a8 body anxious, with the flood

threalonin' an 1t o™

She shaded her oyes from the glare of
Lthe water with brown, thin fingors

‘Becasy tn your mind, Miss Hinker,™
wit the other woman; “it's a 10t cheaper
W the end™

She filled her mouth with a fresh sopply
of the acrid frult and contioued: “T'm
oakin' fer Crypty on that boat. There she
ls—ser—Tight at the end pext the cabin
door; an® the baby shakin® his hand, blens
s ittde hemrt?™

M Mullet soleed o towe! and wayed
it vigorously in ths direction of o plump
yaung woman who held a child In her
arma on.the deck of the passing steamer,

"Now. the draw. Is openin’ an' they'll
be here In & JIMy. 1 must burry with this
lm. Crypty s powerful fond o goose-
brrry Jum when the berries git good an'
tip=. The finvor is something surpassing’,
An’ suy. *pose you Jest drop in tonight
an' take tes with we Orrpty.'ll b gind
renew acquaintance ke, an® that baby
st plucks the geese! He's the smartest
younket thst ever was born, of 1 do speak
It us shouldn't, though they do say be fa-
vors n romarkable. I don't expect Laor-
mer Wellshouse Guecom—ihats his full
name. I christensd Wim—to be no s
than s steambont capting when he grows
ap. or mebbe an auctionser for second
thaleg fror bhe's got powerful rare lungs
fom sdon't you worry noe more, Miss
I smeil that syTup! Come
a0 pet awhille™; and sho van-
Inte th¢ resion of scorching pre-

i
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tea table was spread in the
of the scow Through the
the river brewese set In with
Soiness, fanning the sorim oOr-
swalling salls and rattling the

caleniars on the walls.
ale’t been down fer an over-
ald Miss Hinker, helping herwelf
Ubwrally to the rescued jam  “This is the
meatd dUme I've poen you since You was
‘But you're looking mighty fine.
Ba by —she cast admiring eyes on
t of the high chatr—*"well
onns woold say, there aln't no

o Mim

' semainber yog and Jonas sms camp-
st time [ visited. Mus Hinker.
gbmne downm as often as I'd Mike.
e fast enaugh todny,” returned
“We conldn't make the
] Pan acoount of the overfliow. It
right busy boarding the men
fieh are rusning sod I wouldn't
b mow only that Nad had o go
down river. Dr the way, ma"—Crypty

ik

i

| and she Invited you and me to
ah+'s giving tomlght ™

“Hut we can't take Lormer
no kKind o° sense" objected
mother,

"0k, lot me kéop him” eried Miss Hin-
ker. *I'd be right proud to do It. I condd
take his nightle over to my house and
ho'd aleep g0 sound you'd never wake him
comin’ in. I would count it & real favor,”
ahe snid, oarnestly, s pink fush mounting
Iato her thin cheel. T don’t know which
loves children the maost, mée or brother
Jonas, but wometimes I think of adoptin’
one to keep me company white he's off to
the selnin' ™

“You'd ‘A’ been married afgre this an’
had bables o' your own ef you hadn't
treated pogr Joe Hassett lke a dog. Ye've
& sharp tdngue In your head fer all your
good p'ints, Moraspy Hinker, an’ you
clacksd it omoe too often. Though I'lIl
bet he aln't never forgot you; he amin't the
kind—"

“There, mu, do look after Lotmer. He's
nearly swallowed your souvenir spoon you
Eot with the soap wrappers,” Interrupted
bar daughter artfuily,

The spoon was finnlly released, but not
befcre Master Lormer lad given full
reign 0 his vocal powers. While Mra.
Mullot soothed the sobbing child on the
plazza, Mre Ouscom said Kindly:

*You may keep the baby, Miss Hinker,
end I'll feel perfectly sufe about him.'™

“Ef this weatber keepn on. this'll by u
bustin® flood, sure™ sald Mra. Mullet,
poace having besn restored. “‘The moun-
taine is full o' snow, they say, an" the
river is goln' Hke & racrhorse already.
Thers's & mess o' stuff getherin’ around
the plers o the bridge 1 kif are logs an'
brush mnd everrthing whirlin® an' sesth-
In'." She peered through the doorway
over the sweep of rurhing waters

“Dra you o' pose there's any danger o' the
roows breakin' loose?” Inguired Miss Hin-
keéer anxiously. “Brother Jonis meant to
overhaul ours and see that the cables was
good and tight, but the freshet risln’ tnok
him away nll of a sudden to the selnin’
grounds.” »

“Foh, no" &Id Mri Mullet. reassur.
ingly, giad to forget her late outburst
"“There aln't no current close tn 1o the
bunks ot your trust in Providenrs,
Miss Hinker. an’ salt It down with your
oWn common setse,’’

IL
Moraspn Hinker, spinster, held the
whitr-robed form clos2 and rockesd In gen-
tie rhgrtim to a well-remembered lullaby,
The sweet breath of the sleaping child
touched her faded chesk
petal, now falling, now rising, as & petal

o party T

That ain't
the grand-

folds. Toad and heeled in rosedawn, It
iay in her brown, hard palm.
Blowly bher forefiuger traced the curves
of the r ded in to the polishad bits
of nalls, and [ightly pressed the dtmpled
muscles, at once so tiny and so mighty.
Old memories trooped back, and long-
amotions stifred insistently.

Bt Boen poliched in the grammar school
~*1 mei Mras. Filnnegan on ihe boat,

turn & tired face to the wall while the
nehy paleéncss of the Shadow deacended,

The neighbors suid she was “tied down."
There was no time for lovers while ane
remained to need her. And when at last
the Hitie band was scattered, esch to the
things of his own, she snd Jonns, the
youngest brother, had come West togeth-
er. How happy they. had been in the
little seow that first Summer when Jonas
saw his Tortune reflected in the royal fish'

And then—she clutehed the child sharp-
Iy. He stirred uneasily, smillng in his
dreams. She arose and softly lald him
upon the bed. In the low rooker she msat
with folded hands, her head bent for-
ward, Had she been In the wrong? Was
Joe Hussett—

A rumbie, n orashy. and a sudden still-
ness. Morafpa felt the fAoor beneath her
creak and sway, then suddenty whirl into
sickening speed. Bhe was afloat in the
straining scow, che and the sleeping babre.
Ho had not swakened, and she sat per-
fectly rigid, holding oa with outstretched
bhunds to the foot of the bed, aguinst
which the shock had thrown her. She was
poweriesa; to utter & sound, though her
mind was preternaturally clear. She re-
membered that with ke exception of the
Mullet soow, the others In  the out-
Iying settiement wera closed for the
Sumimer, thelr owners absent at the
berry fields, Fortunately, she had not
lighted the lamp and no danger from
fire threatened.

Presently she gathered her strength and
crept o the window. The full moon was
Just rising. and In the pale Hght she
could distinctly soe the black, rushing wa-
ters packed with debrts and bolling tn
swirling fury. The banks on cither =ide
stood out dimly. They were In tha midst!
of the mnin current!

The rallroad bridge! Her heart mtood
still st the thought. It was Jow at best
and with high water conld the houseboat,
humble as It was, hope to pasy unscathed?
A-stone pler almoest within reach of her
hand came Into her stralning viston. The
scow struck It broadside and bounded back
recling. The timbers shook and Lrembiled
under the blow, A moment apnd It right-
ed, aweeplng once more Into the mighty
course of the maln stream, hurrying fast-
er and faster to the ses.

A =0b rose In the woman's throat. She
choked 1t back as her glance rested upon
the fittle aleeper. Creeping to the bedsids,
she knelt with the two dimpled hands in
ber own, and repested softly: “Now . I
sy me down to alesp.”

%
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breath. A shout brought every man to
his fest,

The officer hurried forward.

"What is It, Joe? What do yon seer”

The man addressed pointed. Rounding
the jong curve of the Wland a tiny houme-
boat headed straight for the piles,

"Look, Joe, It that len't & woman!" the

officer muddenly cried. “Thare, through
that window! Man the Iifeboat!” he
shouted.

But ons man had selgad the situation at
the first swift glance. Before a boat
could be lowered he had snatched a stout
coll of Tope and tied a nooke.

"We've got to lnsso Ber," he mnid brief-
ly. “She’s goln' to bump ag'in the plles.
There she comes!™

He threw the ready noose. It ecaught
over the stovepips, and held. As he
clewred the wharf the lifeboat crashed
Into the careening scow. With one blow
he broke open the window, and, twisting
:Mru:-e araund ttl; ::;u between it | ad

door, threw to his compam
who made It fast to the piling. o

""Moraspy!" cried the man, staring.

The woman sst up, dazed and trembiing,
lill} clasping the child.

- uol- f

She threw out her arms with =udden
mation  which rolled the baby inte the
middie of the bed.

“Oh,  Joe,”" she sobbed om his breast
“T didn't know—If Fou—if It hadn't been
for the baby—''

“There, there, Moraspy, not another
word. It's all over daw.”

His bearded cheek was pressed close to
hers, and all the grief and paln of the
past swept out as on the flood of great
witers,

The shrill clamor of the startlied child,
reaching high tragedy In & series of pro-
gressive shrieks, recalled them.

“We've got to git out of this quick,"
Bhe remorséfully cuddied the child. “Bleas
the kid! But 1 knowed It wasn't yours,
Moraspy, or you'd never 'n dropped 1"
be whispered winely, and covered them
both with embracing wme —Munsey's for
Pebruary.
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An Old Favorits.

the great systems and possibly competitive
lines have been shetved sither permanent-
Iy or-for the time. This Is true of nearly

all the aystams, but notably of
Wabnih, Hock Island and Northern Se-
curities. “Yet all of thess =yal are

ta New TYork on "Frisco

has besm thers evers mince. except far ue-

casional vialta,
Taliroad

cate went abead. Mr. Yoakum had to go
business, and

of way have Dbesn mecured

to the mouth of the Rio
Grunde, and a coast ne t» to be bull:
belween Galvesion and Matagornda. A
ferty will croms the river into Mexico,
where the same syndicate has taken up
400000 mcrea of graming snd supposedly
mineral lands, The now Hne l& making
its own trafflc as eljb-.ma“ along. Through
boniniess fs belng for It In Mexico,
and It only remalns for dhe two Bovern-
meats to indleate thelr wiilingness to
make the entiré scheme possible by fail-
ing to appose I1t. The Mexican Gevern-
ment appears &t the moment W threaten
the Moxlezn end of the lpe with dls-
criminations In favor of the Mezlcan Na-
tional by astablishing a belt along the Rie
" along which or crosa which po

Iine can run a road.

The tercitory is & Hittle furiher south
than Southern Callférnia, and qulle a bit
further south than Floridan, Speaking of
it, the people back of the project say
that it must ultimately become & groater

planging new lnes. The new projects,
however, are for the purpose of opening
new souatry.

Of coursa the new profects are mostly In
the West. Oregon and Texas are the Nelds
that are to be sxpolitad in the near fu-
ture and In both of them new projecta of
great magnitude and lmportante ard now
under way. . Both of them, however, tuke
a back soatl as compuared with Canada. It
Is & strange faot that at the very-moment
when the Amerioan securities markets are
plunged “In the deepest gloom of ydars
the Canndlun West s preparing for the
Inception of the most ambiticus railroad
schema of the past 5 years—namely Grand
Trunk Pacific—and ls already begianing
to reap some benefit from a constantly
growing new Jd-mile system—namely
Canadinn Northern. The new profecta in
Texas, Oregon, Minnesota, California and
Canada are worth some comment in detall.

in Semi-Tropical Texas.

Benjamin F. Yoakum s the persomifica-
tlon of the ploneer spirit in Texas. Himself
A Texan, born on a Texas farm. coms up
from the task of peddling fruit trees to
the taek of peddiiag rallroads, he is now
eagnged in opening to, civilization, com-
merce and the mailroads a reglon that.a
few years ago was considered hopelels
from a commercial standpuint. The grenat
trinngle of territory bounded on the east
by the Gulf of Mexico, on the sodth by the
Hio Gramfle and on the north by the lines
of Bouthern Pacific is the fleld In which
his ploneer work 1s going on today.

The territory fs chaparral country. It
wis until recently a wilderness of semi-
troplcal growth, uncpened, unknown. It
wis consldered that the valley of the Rlo
Grande was exocellent territory and Mext-
ean National and Interpational & Great
Northern disputed for the supremacy of
it. A llttle north of the river water ceased.
The iand was wild and apparently rioh,
tut agrioulture jungulshed. Filve years
age an exhaustive survey of tha country
wan made for & 8t Loulas syndiente with
cnpdtal and brains to use its capital, but
the report Indicated that without water
nothing could be done. Persvoally Mr.
Yonkum went over this country. He noted
the richness of It. He talked of Irrigation.
He was told thet too much money would
be -needed. Nevertheless he entertalned
cunulstently the idea that this semi-trop-
ical region must nitimately become a rich
producer of raflroad frelght and he never
gave op the options that he had secured
on property down there.

Two years ago. It all changed suddenly,
Arteslan weils were taApped by sccident.
The old St Louls syndicate, with Mr.
Yoakum at its head, immediately took up
itz options. Enginesrs wore again sent
into the Laredo country. They drilied and
kept on drilllng for water. At one point
after anothar they found It There are
today 1600 artesian wells within a radius
of 20 miles In this triangle, More nre be-
ing opened every day.

After the discovery of water the syndl-

pr of semi-tropleal fruits than
either of the regions named. lts climuate
is the cllmate of Corpus Christi—where
It never rains and frosts can never come.
The writer examined recently a crate of
sami-tropleal frults semt from Browns.
¥iile to New York. Oranges. bananas,
grape fruit and grapes ranked with the
best that Californls producss. This cuits-
vation of fruits ls now Nmited 1o & very
few seatiered vineyards and frult furma
of pmall alse. They are but ome season
old snd are not renched by the rallroads.
All shipments are by cart for 0 miles
or more. The seoret of the whole mat-
ter fa that Mr. Yoakum and his assoel.
ates expect and intendd to establish in the
Rlo Grande country a frult-producing
Grea that will compete on aven teérms with
the Californis farma in the matter of
quallty and quantity of frult prod .
and will have the advantage of over 150
milss In proximity to the markets of the
East and. Middle West. If the plan is
successful—and It may be noted that St
Louls caplital is hot aften invested In
wildeat schemes—this ploneer project
marks the beginning of o new era In
Southern Texas.

In Oregon and Washington.

In the Northwest thers sro more proj-
ects that can be classed as ploneer un-
dertnkings, but cone of them are quite
ao radical as the Bouthweastern depart-
ure. Bellingham Bay & British Colum-
bia and the California lines of the Sants
Fe ars the best examples, because thess
projects are definitely under way and are
backed by great capitalists. There are
plans. more or less problematical, for a
line from Lewiston up the Suake River
Valley and thence west through Harney
County, Uregon, to meet the Shasta
Route in Upper Californla. There s alao
n profect iving dormant for the bufllding
of a great cotofl from Bolse Clity north-
east Into Montana, croasing the Bitter
Root range near Salmon City, Another
line is projected up the wvalley of the
Deschutes River from & junction with the
Oregon Rallway & Navigation.

Nearly all of these projects, howaver,
are not bayond the projéct stage. and
cinnot, therefore, be constdered in o study
of work actusily under way They will
bt tha ploncer projects of the future. In
Central Oregon, in particular, the next
few years must see mighty changea
There are rich reglons lylng fallow around
the so-called "'deserts™ of that stste. The
desert Itself Is cupable of many things.
It used to De the fushion ten Years ago
to make a desert om the map from Salt
Lake City almost to the Coast. That
desert Is producing milllons of revenus
yea

Bellngham Bay and British Columbin is
designed to open to the commercinl mar-
kets n great territory that may be eap-
able of producing wheat in volume and
ls cartaln to produce lumber In any quan-
tity. Eastward from Maple Falls, Wash,
the line Is projected to Bpokane—a long

streteh for a road st present but 2 miles

cxn probajly manage to 112
through the Oreat Northern pusses. B
dors not appear that the business L
existing lines ‘of the Great Northermn
threatened oy the suceess of the projects
It will tap a new snd productive terrls
tory. It will glee to HIL lines at Spo
traflic that the present Hill lines cof
never have received fm any other iy
It wiil ke, I!'\ effect If not In fuct, & HiIl
feeder.

It wiil probabtly be some yvears
the first load of wheat or humbesf
the Methow country fnds Ity way
Puget Sound over thls Hne It js
mare or Ieds problematical. though
actual prellminnry work has bDeen
Thers are stories told by tha
fllustrate the wealth that may
of the Methow territory. The ]
the climate of the Kootenay, The product
Are the esgal products of the &
Northwest, Lumber and wheat will probe
ably he the staples. The ragion s withs |
In  striking distance of the coal Iml |
of Britlsh Columbla and may or may ool
be found rich In coal and other minerais
The gold fleids of Rossland le in the s
range across the line. They also may of
muy oot be found to have extended south-
ward slong the Cascade Range. Agalmy |
Hili engineers say they have Dot
enginesrs of Mr. Hil think that It aay
one could fnd gold in the Cascudes theyy
would have found ft.

Northern California. f

The lines ia Northern Californis now
being constructsd by the Santa Fe are
aiso destgned to be low-grade ratlroads
for the guthering of lumber and graln
trafic.  When the system s completed)
It will cover the Coast from San Frans,
cisco to Bureka. It will run throngh the
redwood district and will mp all 1
points where traffic s to be gathered.
Thiz project was a pet scheme of B
Harriman for )'?mp.:dl:m Mr.
of Santa Fe, Step suddenly
bdught up the lines that Mr.
wanted He was able to do it
the BSouthernm Puacific was spending
the money that could be raised on
eguipment and roadbed, and was
unable to undertake any now ol
struction. The Banta Fe peopls
some rare chance were prepared for was
before B H. Harriman. Theay therefors
resp the frult of foresight. They have
bought up four or five small lines that
form & kind of broken chaln up the Conatl
and they “intend to build them
and sc make a line that will not be

i

d

looks attractive.
will stand better mtes
grades are not bad
Casead for Inat

Pacific lines north
Ripley himself says that the tonnage
the new territory Is going to be
tinet asset, not only to the new
also to Banta Fe at large. He knows that

of more and more of the territory of
Northern Californis. A plonesr road not
only carries the business arising dlrectly
out of products of the soll and mine. It
aiRo crestes A business for itself by plant.
ing settlers. This will certainly be the
case In upper Callfornia.

Thers Is a range of mountains, inelud-
ing Mount Linn, Mount John, snd Bann-
drim Mount, between the new llna and th.
Southern Pacific. The country was never
served by Mr. Harriman., It s an ab-
solutely new project. To be sure the
lines were thers before, but they wers-
not & trunk Hne, To open up thisg terri-
tory to commeree Mr. Ripley will make
them & freight trunk lne Northern Cali- .
fornia will recelve over $I5,000.000 of East.
ern eapltal In this project and its devels
opments, C. M. K

LIFE OF THE CANAL BUILDERS -

What Americans Who Go to the Isthmus Will Have to Learn.

hundreds, If not thousands, of Ameri-

cans will be going down to the Isthmus
of Panama to compléte the digging of De
Lessepn” gltch. Mnany other Americans
will follow them to take advantage of
the numerous commercial opportunities
which will arise through the opening of
the eanal. A few bhints on the kind of
iife they are likely to Jead there, based
upon considsrable experfence of the lsth-
mus during the later opermtions of the
French Canal Company, may be of value
to them.

The Americans who go down there will
mest with a very hearty welcome In Pan-
aman soclety, but thé stiquette of that
soclety will bother them at first unless
they sre given a feWw “pointers” by men
who know. It ‘has beem truly sald that
soctal customs in Colombla are largely
the reverse of all that obtaln with the
Anglo-8axon races,

The green American would naturally
settie down In his bome and walt for
people to call on him. He might walt un-
til doomeday, so far as the Panamans
wore concerned. His proper course ls to
send around his cards to the familles bhe
wishés to have call upon him, Within a
few days they will all call. The obligation
s absolutely binding on them, but they
oeed not pay & second call unless they
wish to cultivate the man's acquaintance.

There ia hardly any informal! caliing: it
s considered bad taste unless you know
the family Intimately. You must notify
people during the day that you are going
to cail on them in the pvening, which in
the proper time. The “afternoon tea™ is
pnknown to the Panamans., The hostess
and her daughters will sit n  rocking
chalrs and rock themselves to and fro
violently throughout the cnll. Do not
imagine this is discourtesy oo their part;
It Is just a habit

They always #t In rocking chalrs ex-
cept at meals: and they can no more help
rocking than gquicksilver ean help moving.
When you get to know them you will find
thelr hospitality delightful and absolute-
Iy unbounded. The host piaces himself
and his bouss “entirely at your dispost-
tion,” and he means it

Iﬁ: A FEW months’ time at farthest,

clally If he bappened to Hve on a lonely
“bacienda™ in the country.

But young, unattached Americans must
be wary. If such & one calls st & house
where thers

e mad m"mmumvr-m
ranch must be o away, jodging from
the livesiock I've seen heading from the |
lsland in the last two houra No use try-
iag to save eattle A human being Is as
littie as the mruggle Is worth™
A stalwart mas came forwnrd snd ex-
amined the signal lightn His eyss
mm-u-quu-
“My God™ he ‘exciatmsed under his
= a T &
o Bl o Sn= e o =R LA

e walk in the evening. If ho wants to see
Home at Last. her at all, he must pay the formal call al-
G, J. Romaned  * ready described. The falr mald wiil rock,
To lay the hemd upan oDe breast,” Ehyly In’ a corner of the room; and he
> S evedh * mn:'tm” S
To fesl alt {hs soul's wores, o mother,
Oma monl to understand: mmmmmmdnumm
To g0 into the teeming world, After greetings boe l 3
The siriviag and the hase, and everybody mm down - comfort-
Vo Dubiintae. of At o sorarte ahly to rock, there will ensue an awk-
A shadow In & wedry land, en
m“;m"; brillignt remark that it is hot weather.
A shefdow whers & rook foth stand— ‘t&"mhu-nﬁ.. “It is hot*
The shadow of & Home - L Anciier silence. “For time of year,
# [ '-MMr- e - - eIy S - ' o -
& L) 4 ] J - "
ek = L b - R e g 3, R Ty -y . -
s UL . .

she adds, with the alr of one who has
made a great discovery,

Presenily one of the malden aunts hopes

that the senor had a good voyage from
America. Recelving an affirmative reply,
£he recounts, with an astonishing amount
of lurid détall, her experiences of sea-
sickness on her solitary ocean voyage
from Carthagena to Colon.
v A mulatto servant brings In cups of
chocolate und dishes of candles and pre-
served fruits. This leads to a long dis-
cussion of the kind of candles eaten in
America. When that discussion dies out
at last for luck of fuel, the American
finds It ta time to go, and he has not had
R chance to sxchange a single word with
the girl he really came to mce.

A visit becomes more lively and enter-
taining when one grows Intimate with the
fumily, but, us & general rule, the drag-
ons do not relax their severe vigiliance.

There Is no lack of amusements. for tha
Panimans are passjonately fond of balls,
concerta, operks and;theatrical perform-
ances. Cock fights, ‘bull fights and lot-
terfes are also consldersd by them abso-
lutely essential to & happy ilfs.

The devotem of rod and gun ocnn obtain
plenty of exciting sport on the lsthmum
The shark fishing In the Bay of Panams
Is as good as aaywhere in the world, and
enormous alligntors may be shot on both
eldes of the isthmuse.

The bay Is so full of “hammer-head"
and ground sharks that none of the na-
tives will ever take & swim in jt. Some
forelgners used to &0 20, until one of tha
canal engineess, & young Colombiun
named Jules Palterson, was .kﬁ:rd goma
years agp. When his body was recovered,
it had Dbeen almost éntirely” stripped of
flesh

That incident led to a war of repcrinal
on the sharks, which |s still kept up by
the Panamans, Many of them are con-
tent with simply estching and killing
them, and the favorite method s called
“crucifying.”

“The benst is hooked,” sald an English
resident of Panama, who saw this done,
“und drawn on deck, cure belng taken to
see that he cannot use his terrible mouth
for biting. He i» Iald down on boards,
and his fins are securely nalled thereto
in such a way that he cannot use them.

“The tall is then cut close off. and the
unfortunate animal is thrown overboard
He cannot swim. and he cannot steer him-
Self, He I8 belpless, and the other mem-
bers of his own famlly prompiiy attack
and devour him."

On the isthmus, as in all troplesl coun.
tries, plenty of vigorous outdoor sxercise
Is essential 1o the preservation of health,
Riding, teands hunting, rowlng and swim-
ming shoald be the dally sports of Amert-
ecans who go down there. In that relaxing
climate there |s & constant temptation teo
live the “doice far nientes™ life,
natives, biut the man who does 8o feels the
heat of the climaie far more than his
neighber who goes In for vigorous exer.
cise.

It i best pot to work too bard, or for

too many hours & day. The “slests”
should not be .. The man who tries
to do too much on the will soon
«d by being umable to do mnything.

day with a bath, and thon have coffes, ory
anges and rolls, Have breakinst at 11 or
12, and let it be a good, hearty meal, whichw
pecple in temperate ciimates wounld
as o midday dinner. In common wi
muny old residents of the troples, T used’
to begin mine by taking some rips frultg
and following it with a beefsteak, y W
potatoes and coffee. I glwnys made
meals simple, and found that it paid tol
do wo."
“Have dinner at 6 and follow up by o
quiet evening. Smoke a cigar on ths ve
randa or play 4 game of chess with a
friend. Go to bed at # or W0 o'clock’™
American women who go down to the
isthmus with thelr husbands will find &
poesibin to keep house comfortably and
fulriy cheap after they become acguainted
with the ways of the country. They should!
beware of the native servants, and try to
engage Instead some of the West Indiant
coiored folk, who swarm all over ths isth—
mus. They ahould not Uve in Panama o
Colon, If they can posslbly avold doing
a0, but should buy or build a bungalow i
the country, prefemmbly on a hill
Lucky, Indeed, will be the Americam
whose wife or sister keeps house for
him, for bachelor existence in a Panama
boarding-houss s barely enduarable to any
man who has been accustomed to
decencles of life.

Baby Stars. :
Richard La Gallienne. =4
The souln of little girls who die %
God sete up shining tn the slor,
But what becomnca of littie boya?
Ask of nurse, aud she replles .
That Nttle boys are Born withogte— 17
Just born to scuffla and to shoot,
To play rough games, hit hard, and 848
Tm gind I'm not a Httle boy.
I think I"d like to be a star
If God would set me not (oo far
Away from Daddy—so that 1 r
Might send him kiswes from the sky,
And shine upon his bed at night
With such a Jovely lirtie Hght;
And It he falt too jonely there
I'd unwind ail my golden halr,
And make & Hille shining stalr,
For him to olimb, and sit by me—
Oh, Dad, how lovely that would be!
And perhaps (f [ asked TGod for you,
He'd change you to & star, dear, (OO,

The Room's Width.
Bizabeth Stoart Phelpa,

I think ¥ I should cross the room,
Far as fear;
Showld sand beside you ke a thought;
Touch yus, (ear,

]
Like & fancy—t{o your jad Besst
It would seem
That my vision pessed and prayed you,
Or my dream.

Then you would leok with lonely ayes,
Lift your

And you would stir, and sigh, szd say,
“Spe ia dend.” :

Baffied by death snd lows, I lesn
Through the gloom,

O Lord of 1fe] am 1 forbid
To crows ihe ndom T

An Explanation Necessary, L
Mm. Bridgee—How long were you IS
your last place?

t—Two weeks,
. Bridges (from adjoining  room)- ..
Hary, ask the iady what delayed ber—

_mel&
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