
THE QUARREL OF JAPAN
Epitomized Statement of Diplomatic Negotiations of

REAL origin of the present clash
THE Russia and Japan, which will

sooner or later lead to
war, Ilea In a conflict of the., destinies of
the two nations.

For a century Russia has realized that
the great problem of her Internal develop-

ment depended,- - In a great measure, upon
the - possession of seaports which would
give her ready access to the outer world

- .at all seasons. For a century she has had
her eyes fixed longingly upon the Mediter-
ranean, only to have the jealousy of other
powers baffle her time and again. Of late
years she has cast longing eyes upon the
Persian Gulf, without making more than
tentative encroachments in that direction.
There she finds herself confronted by
England, as In the Mediterranean is ar-

rayed against her the Concert of Eu-
rope.

As Russia has never been known to
abandon any plan vital to her Interests, it
may be safely presumed that she will
eventually secure a southern outlet; but
at present she realizes the necessity of
proceeding cautiously in that direction.
Meanwhile, a later generation of Russian- statesmen have turned their attention to

' opening up the great territory of Siberia,
with its limitless possibilities for material
development. In the Trans-Siberia- n Rail-
way we see the first tangible result of this
policy.

However, even before the construction
of the road was begun, the necessity of a
favorable terminus was appreciated, and
plans to secure It were set working. Here,
again, Russia found herself confronted by
the same old difficulty. She had no suit-
able port In Asiatic waters. In survey-
ing her Pacific coast line she found that
Usurl Bay, where Vladivostok is now lo-

cated, was the most southerly available
port in her possessions. To reach even
there, It was necessary to make a great
detour to the north, or cross a part of
Manchuria. She determined that the best
and most feasible route was across Man-
churia; but to obtain the consent of the
Chinese government was another matter.
To this end .was Russian diplomacy di-

rected for many years with comparatively
no success. Such was the situation In
1894, Svhen the war between China and
Japan occurred.
Barren . Results of Victory Over Chi-

nese.
This war was the first direct and strik-

ing result, as Indicated in a rnqve of
significance in grand politics, of the adop-
tion by Japan of Western methods and
policies. Japan had been awakened, chlef--t
ly through the instrumentality of the
United States, and with her awakening
had come ambition. The new Japan soon
found that It needed art outlet tor Its
activities, both political and commercial.
The only possible outlet was the continent
of Asia, and it became a policy of first
Importance with Japanese statesmen to
secure a foothold on the mainland. It
was the most natural thing in the world
that their eyes should fall upon the little
kingdom of Corea, whose anomalous posi-
tion, as well as her internal weakness, left
her the prey of superior powers. "Where
there Is a will there Is always a way, and
Japan's designs finally, .after she had
carefully reorganized her army and navy
according to Western standards, brought
on the war with China, In which, owing
to the total unprepardedness of China,
Ehe was completely victorious.

Hero came the beginning of the clash
with Russia, although It was the work of
forces for years operating along Hne3
tonding to that Inevitable end. When
Japan sought to grasp the fruits of her

red geraniums, clinging in their
boxes to the railing of the

scow, blinked at the glaring
sun. It was the hottest day of the Spring.
Even the rapid river refused to ripple ex-

cept as an occasional steamer frothed It
Into waves. Three shrill whistles, one
long and two short, broke the quiet

"The land sakes. If there ain't the Pot-ta- r,

and a hull hour ahead o' time!"
Moraspa Hlnker dropped the gingham

apron she had been operating as a fan,
arid ran to the river side of the porch.

do you s'pose has happened. Mis
Mullet?" she cried to a stout woman who
was placidly stemming gooseberries on the
gorgeously painted houseboat adjoinlng.-"It'-

nothln surprlsln' when boats is
late, but to be ahead o' time Is enough to
make a body anxious, with the flood
threatentn' as it is."

She shaded her eyes from the glare of
the water with brown, thin fingers.

"Be-ea- sy in your mind. Miss Hinker,"
Wild the other woman; "it's a lot cheaper
In the end."
t "Shefilled her mouth with a fresh supply
of the acrid fruit and continued: "I'm
toekln' for Crypty on that boat. There she
is sec right at the end next the cabin
door,' an the baby shakln his hand, bless
Ills Uttie heart!"

Mrs. Mullet seized a towel and waved
it vigorously, in the direction of a plump
young woman who held a child In her
arms on-th- deck of the passing steamer.

"New the draw is openln' an they'll
be hero In a Jiffy. I must hurry with this
lam. Crypty is poweiful fond o' goose-
berry Jam when the berries git good an
ripe. The flavor Is something surpassing".
An' say, s'pose you Jest drop in tonight
an take tea with us. Crypty.'ll be glad
to renew acquaintance like, an' that baby
lest plucks the geese! He's the smartest
younke that ever was born, ef I do speak
it as shouldn't, though they do say ho fa-
vors me remarkable. I don't expect Lor-m- er

Wellshouse Guscom that's his full
name; - I christened him to be no less
than a, steamboat capting when he grows
up. or5 mebbe an auctioneer fer second
choice, for he's got powerful rare lungs.
Nop'-fjdcrn- 't you worry" no more. Miss
Hlnker. La. I .smell that yrup! Come
over early ..an set awhile"; and sho van-
ished 3nto., the region of scorching pre-
serves."
.Thecosy tea table was spread In the

living-roo- of the scow. Through the.
open windows the river breeze set In with
grateful-coolness- , fanning the scrim cur-
tains into swelling sails and rattling thepasteboard calendars on the walls.

"Crypty ain't been down fer an ever-lastln- V

said Miss Hlnker. helping herselfliberally to the rescued Jam. ."This is the
second time I've seen you since you was
married, but you're looking mighty fine,
wail that-baby- " she cast admiring eves on
the- - occupant of the high chair "well,
brother Jonas would say, there ain't no
fiicS'Cm him."

'T remember you and Jonas was camp-
ing the last time I visited. Miss Hlnker.
I donftebme down as often as I'd like,
but I. come fast enough today," returned

"We couldn't make the
lasdlsgjrpri account of the overflow. Itkeep rke right busy boarding" the men
while.' tho fish are running, and I wouldn't
be 'here Snow only that Ned had to go
flown river. By the way, ma" Crypty
had been polished in the grammar school

"I met Mrs. Fiinncgan on the boat.

victory It was Russia's hand that inter-
posed, although the Interposition took the
form of a unanimous act of several of the
great European powers. Japan, was de-
prived of the bone for which she Jiad
fought, and compelled, to be content with
an indemnity. After having won a foot-
hold on the mainland by force of arms,
she was compelled to relinquish it under
the menace of superior power, instigated
by Russia, whose statesmen clearly saw
that Japan's ambitions, if realized, would
be fatal to Russia's designs. Japan re-
tired temporarily baflled, but the bitter-
ness of her defeat still lies deep in the
hearts of her people, and Is even now
the chief force that makes for war.

How Russia Got a Foothold.
It is characteristic of Russian diplo-

macy that it waa able, in that matter of
the settlement of the Japan-Chin- a war, to
not only deprive the victor of all the sub-

stantial fruits of victory, but to take ad-
vantage of circumstances to materially
advance her own interests. Russia as the
.chief mover Jn helping helpless China to
"save her face" In --the settlement, was
able to pose at Fekin in the attitude of a
succoring friend, and the dazed and de-

moralized Chinese government could not
resist the pressure brought to secure the
ratlflcationof a treaty permitting the con-

struction across Manchuria of the Trans-Siberia- n

Railway. Russia pointed out that
this railroad- - was necessary to China,
since only by its assistance could Russia
protect her ally from the aggressions of
Japan. Just how far that astute old
statesman, TjI Hung Chang, who con-
ducted the negotiations for China, was
really taken in may never be known;
but the convention was- - signed. It gave
Russia the right to employ her troops to
facilitate the construction of and protect
the railway, a privilege which she Imme-
diately used to establish herself In Man-
churia. This was soon followed by the
acquisition of Port Arthur by Russia,
which she proceeded to fortify as an ex-
tensive naval and military base.

Even the man in the street, who does
not much concern himself about the In-

tricacies of grand politics, can probably
realize the feelings of the Japanese when
Russia acquired Port Arthur. Port Ar-
thur was the apple of Japan's eye in the
war with China, and she was only forced
to abandon that Immensely desirable port
by a combination of the powers. And
now to see It pass quietly Into the pos-
session of her chief rival was hard to
bear. However, she was powerless to
prevent It. It Is probable that England
and Germany, who had been hoodwinked
by Russia into bluffing JapariT realized;
how they had been outwitted,, but the
best they could do was to demand simi-
lar concessions from China, England get-
ting (which, after spending
great sums, she Is about to abandon as
worthless), and Germany exacting a con-
cession at Kiao-cho- u.

In Port Arthur, Russia had now secured
an excellent harbor, accessible at all
seasons, and capable of being easily
made Impregnable, which she has not
neglected to do. However, hundreds of
miles of Chinese territory (Southern Man-
churia) intervened between Port Arthur
and Russian territory. Clearly Port Ar-
thur, desirable as It is, could never be-

come a really satisfactory military and
naval base until connected with the
Trans-Siberia- n Railway. So Russia set
about getting a concession to build a
"branch from Harbin, in Manchuria, to
Por Arthur, with a spur tapping the

road. The argu-
ments advanced In favor of this project
were many and legitimate. It has now
been completed, and gives direct connec

BY ALMA

and she invited you and me to a party
she's giving tonight."

"But we can't take Lormer. That ain'tno kind o sense," objected the grand-
mother.

"Oh, let me keep him." cried Miss Hln-
ker. "I'd be right proud to do It. I could
take his nightie over to my house and
he'd sleep so sound you'd never wake him
comln' in. I would count It a real favor,"
she said, earnestly, a pink flush
Into her thin cheek. "I don't know which
loves children the most, me or brother
Jonas, but sometimes I think of adoptin'
one to keep me company while he's. oft to
the selnln'."

"You'd 'a been married afgre this an
had babies o' your own ef you hadn't
treated poor Joe Hassett like a dog. Ye've
a sharp tongue In your, head fer alLyour
good p'ints, Moraspy Hlnker, an you
clacked It once too often. Though I'll
bet he ain't never forgot you; he ain't the
kind "

"There, ma, do look after Lormer. He's
nearly swallowed your souvenir spoon you
got with the soap wrappers," Interrupted
her daughter artfully.

The spoon was Anally released, but not
befcre Master Lormer had given full
reign to his vocal powers. While Mrs.
Mullet soothed the sobbing child on the
piazza, Mrs. Guscom said kindly:

"Tou may keep the baby. Miss Hinker,
and I'll feel perfectly safe about him."

"Ef this weather keeps on. thls'll- be, a
bustin flood, sure," said Mrs. Mullet,
peace having been restored. "The moun-
tains is full o'- - snow, they say, an the
river Is goln like a racehorse already.
There's a mess o stuff getherin' around
the piers o' the bridge. I kin" see logs an
brush and everything whlrlln' an' seeth-In- "

She peered through the doorway
over the sweep of rushing waters.

"Do you s'pose there's any danger o' the
scows breakln' loose?" inquired Miss Hin-
ker anxiously. "Brother Jonas meant to
overhaul ours and see that the cables was
good and tight, but the freshet risln' took
him away all of a sudden to the selnln'
grounds." ,

"Poh. no.'Veid Mrs. Mullet, reassur-
ingly, glad to forget her, late outburst.
"There ain't no current close in to the
banks. Pat your trust in- Providence,
Miss Hinker. an' salt It down with your
own common sense." i

IL
Moraspa Hinker, spinster, held the

whltr-robe- d form close and rocked In gen-
tle rhythm to a lullaby.
The sweet breath of the sleeping child
touched her faded cheek like a tinted
petal, now falling, now rising, as a petal
swayed in the South wind. One tiny
hand was buried on the breast not yet de-
spoiled of maternal softness. A chubby
foot kicked Its way free of enswathing
folds. Toed and-- heeled in rosedawn. It
lay In her brown, hard. palm.

Slowly her forefinger traced the curves
of the rounded instep to the polished bits
of nails, and lightly pressed the dimpled
muscles, at once so tiny and so mighty.
Old memories trooped back, and long- -,

repressed emotions stirred insistently.
Out from the broken past came a slow
procession of figures. First, the little
brothers and sisters, eight of them. She
bad been glad of every onorhad frolicked
with them as a child loves a live

Afterwards, when her shoulders
grew beat, the maternal passion burned
In sustaining fierceness. Again she saw
her ailing mother, with Just strength
enough to lay the last baby In her arms,
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AND RUSSIA
Past Ten Days

tion by rail between Europe and Peking.
Under an enlightened administration, this
road would undoubtedly benefit the entire
world, but whether It will under Russian
administration remains to be Wen. Its
construction permitted, tho Introduction
into Manchuria of more Russian troops.

Seized Opportunity- - to Fortify.
Tins was the situation in 1900, when

North China was thrown Into confusion
by the disturbances generally known as
the' "Boxer" insurrection. Russia seized
this opportunity to greatly increase her
forces In Manchuria; under cover of an
apparent military But other
powers interested in the Far Eastern
question, besides Japan, began now to see
the drift of Russia's policy, which result-
ed In a joint protest at Russian occupa-
tion of a great part of the domain of the
Chinese, empire, where all the treaty na-
tions possess valuable commercial rights.
Russia, protesting the rectitude of her in-

tentions, pretended to yield, and agreed to
evacuate Manchuria by a certain date.

There is not the slightest reason to
suppose that' she ever had any Intention
of keeping her promls. As a matter of
fact, from her standpoint. It would have
been an exceedingly foolish thing to do;
for It would have isolated Port Arthur
at a time when every Russian diploma-
tist in- the East fully believed that a war
with Japan was one of the certainties of
the future. When the date set for the
evacuation arrived, Russia made a lame
pretense of moving her troops; but they
were simply shifted to other positions
and in no sense withdrawn. On the con-
trary, she has constantly been augment-
ing her forces in Manchuria, until now
she has a large at all
points of strategic value In the locality.
She has shown unmistakably that she in-

tends to remain where she. Is.
That Russia's course has not been sat-

isfactory to the other powers goes with-
out saying. But It is extremely unlikely
that any of them, except Japan, will
feel that Its Interests are sufficient to
warrant resort to arms. But Japan is
undoubtedly prepared to fight if she
fails to secure satisfactory concessions.
In fact, no careful observer of the game
'of grand politics as it is now being played
in the Far East can doubt that ever since
1S94 Japan has been carefully preparing
to go to war with Russia, and Russia
has been just as carefully preparing to
meet her attack. To this end, both na-
tions have been apz rapidly as possible
bringing their armaments up to a" war
footing. The completion of the Trans-Siberi-

railway was a primary necessity
to Russia. It is now officially said to be
finished, although there are good reasons
to think that its service in war will not
be entirely satisfactory. However, the
tone taken by Russia in the pending ne-
gotiations shows that she feels herself
strong enough to bring the question to'an
issue.

Will Be a Two-Hande- d Fight.
It has until recently escaped

the attention of the public, the active
forces in the existing crisis have been
formulating for more than a year. The
first decisive step was; of course, the
promulgation of the defensive treaty be-
tween England and Japan. This assures
Japan that if she would throw Herself
Into the breach to check Russian aggres-
sion her territory will not be violated,
even if she .suffers defeat. That is the
real meat f this treaty, which conveys
the further

v
assurance that Japan and

Russia will be permitted to fight It out
alone. Notwithstanding discussion of the
probability of international complications,
now so widespread, there is scarcely a pos

A. ROGERS.

turn a tired face to the wall, while theashy paleness of the Shadow descended.
The neighbors said she was "tied down."

There was no time for lovers while, one
remained to need her. And when at lastthe little band was scattered, each to the
things of his own, she and Jonas, theyoungest brother, had come West togeth-
er. How happy they, had been in .thelittle spw that first Summer when' Jonas
saw hlSVfortune reflected in the royal .fish!

And then she clutched the child sharp-
ly. He stirred uneasily, smiling ln his
dreams. She arose and softly laid him-upo-

the bed. In the low rocker she sat
with folded hands, her head bent for-
ward. Had she been In the wrong? Was
Joe Hassett

A rumble, a eras It-- and a sudden still-
ness. Moraspa felt the floor beneath her
creak and sway, then suddenly whirl into
sickening; speed. She was afloat In the
straining scow, she and the sleeping babe.
He-- had not awakened, and she sat per-
fectly rigid, holding on with outstretched
hands to the foot of the bed, against
which the shock had thrown her. She was
powerless' to utter a sound, though her
mind was preternaturally clear. She re-
membered that with the exception of the
Mullot scow, the others in the out-
lying settlement were closed for the
Summer, their owners absent at . the-ber-

fields. Fortunately, she had not
lighted the lamp, and no danger from
fire threatened.

Presently she gathered her strength andcrept to the window. The full moon was
Just rising, and in the pale light she
could distinctly see the black, rushing wa-
ters packed with debris and boiling in
swirling fury. The banks on either side
stood out dimly. They were in the mldsti
of the main current!

The railroad bridge! Her heart stood
still at the thought It was low at best,
and with high water could the houseboat,
humble as It was, hope to pass, unscathed?

ne pier almost within reach of her
hand came Into her straining vision. The
scow struck it broadside and bounded back
reeling. The timbers shook and trembled
under the blow, A moment and it right-
ed, sweeping once more Into the mighty
course of the main stream, hurrying fast-
er and faster to the sea.

A sob rose in the woman's throat. She
choked It back as her glance rested upon
the little sleeper. Creeping to the bedside,
she knelt with the two dimpled hands In
her own, and repeated softly: "Now Ilay me down to sleep."

A sweet peace filled her souL She no
longer feared. Gathering the child in herarms, she rested beside him. He opened
wondering eyes, but she soothed him. andagain he slept.

The spinning hours flashed from thewheel, but still the scow kept upright Themoon ascended the zenith, haloing a broad
band of light upon the woman clasnlne.
the child.

m.
The bells at light Station No. 4 had

rung for the midnight watch. '
"Keep a sharp lookout, men." cautioned

the retiring officer. "The river's running
like mad. TheSwhole of Peavy's dairy
ranch must be swept away, judging from
the livestock I've seen heading from the
Island In the last two hours. No use try-- "
ing to save cattle. A human being Is as
little as the struggle Is worth." . t

A stalwart maa came forward and ex-
amined the signal lights. His eyrs
searched the

"My God!" he under his
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necessity.

Although

exclaimed

sibility of outside intervention, except In-th-

matter of preventing- - the imposition of
extreme terms upon the vanquished after
the war has been fought to Its "military
conclusion. The chances of the United
States'ieing dragged into the fray are too
remote to cause any apprehension. This
country has material interests Involved,
but they will undoubtedly be safeguarded,
at the proper time.

The immediate Issues of the present crisis
'are important only so-f- ar as they throw
light, on the general situation. They are
an ample illustration of the frequently
demonstrated fact that when two parties
are seeking a quarrel a pretext Is- - never
lacking. Since Russia. was in possession of
the bone, she was naturally content to
play a waiting game,, which has placed
Japan in the attitude of an aggressor. The
present crisis was brought about by diplo-
matic inquiries directed by Japan to Rus-
sia concerning the latter nation's policy in
Manchuria and Corea. The immediate ex-
cuse for the representations was the al-
leged aggressive actions of Russians on
the Corean side of the Talu, which river
Is the boundary between Corea and Man-
churia; but if that had not presented,
there4 no doubt that another excuse
would have been found. The main design
was to elucidate a definite declaration of
Russia's intentions.. ,

Several notes have now been exchanged
between the two governments, with quite
definite results, which shine clearly
through the, mist of diplomatic communl.
cation. Russia will not "budge an inch in
Manchuria, nor will she concede that Japan

j has any right to question her conduct
there. In this latter position she is un-
doubtedly correct, for technically China is
the only nation directly concerned. Thus
she evades the Issue diplomatically; while
the real effect of her answer is to tell
Jaan that It is none of! her business.

And the rlesult?
It is also characteristic of Russian diplo-

macy that she complicates her reply and
seemingly strengthens her position by
throwing, up an outwork,. In the nature of
certain propositions regarding Corea; In
which she seems to make concessions,
while really advancing claims which she
had-neve- r before made. In other words,
while practically refusing to discuss the
Manchurian situation with Japan, she un-
expectedly advancesejalms to a sphere of
influence in Corea, thus paving the way
for aggressions In that quarter. It is the
old, old diplomatic trick of first claiming
a right, then, by a )andonlng some imma-
terial part of it, seeming to make a con
cession. In this instance, the Russian
game is too obvious to deceive even a
novice In diplomacy, and, in fact, no one
Is at all deceived, Japan least of all. Rus-
sia has shown her hand; and that means
that she intends to hold what she has got
In Manchuria, while at the same time put-
ting, her finger openly, for the first time,
upon Corea. '

Thus the issue Is sharply drawn. The
Inevitable clash In the destinies of the two
nations has at last occurred. One or the
other must give way.

What will the result be?
That will only be " determined by war.

This war may be delayed for a year or
two, e--r perhaps longer (although that Is
very improbable), but It may be reckoned
as a certainty of the 'near future. Neither
nation will yield, for neither can without
abandoning something necessary and fun-
damental to its national development and
prestige. Their differences are too deep
to be reconciled by diplomacy, which can
only temporize. As to the right and wrong
of the issue, that is not easy to determine.
Much can be said on both sides. Argu-
ment boots nothing In a.matter like this,.
The conflict is apparently inevitable. It
seems beyond the direction of human wis-
dom in the present stage of civilization.
It is the beginning of the destined strug-
gle between the East and West finally to
decide which shall, dominate that part of
the earth, and it will not be settled by a
single war. THOMAS F. MILLARD.

DWELLE'RS
breath. A shout brought every man to
his feet.

The officer hurried forward.
"What is it, Joe? What do you see?"
The man addressed, pointed. Rounding

the long-cur- of the island a tiny house-
boat headed straight for the plies.

"Look, Joe, If that isn't a woman!" the
officer suddenly cried. "There, through
that window! Man the lifeboat!" he
shouted.

But one man had seized the situation, atthe first swift glance. Before a boat
could be lowered he had snatched a stout
coll of Tope and tied a noose.

"We've got to lasso her," he said brief-
ly. "She's goln' to bump agln the piles.
There she comes!"

He threw the ready noose. It caughtover the stovepipe, and held. As he
cleared the wharf the lifeboat crashedInto the careening scow. With one blow
he broke open the window, and, twistinga rope around the space between it ndthe door, threw the end to his companion
who made it fast to the piling.

"Moraspy!" cried the man, staring.
The woman sat up, dazed and trembllnjr.

still clasping the child. ;

"Joe!" ' -
.

She threw out her arms with a suddenmotion which rolled the baby - into themiddle of the bed.
"Oh, Joe," she sobbed on his breastI didn't know If jou-4-f It hadn't Been

for the baby"
"There, there, Moraspy, not anotherword. It's all over n'ow.V
His bearded cheek was pressed close tohers, and alL the grief and pain of thepast swept out as on the flood of great

waters.
The shrill clamor of the startled childreaching high tragedy, in a series of pro-

gressive shrieks, recalled them.
"We've got to git out of this quick."

She remorsefully cuddled the child. "Blessthe kid! But I knowed It wasn't yours,Moraspy, or you'd never 'a dropped it"he whispered wisely; "and covered themboth with einbracing anna Munsey's forFebruary. .

An Old Favorite.
Barry Cornwall..

Touch us gently, Time!' ,
Let us elide adown vthy stream

Gently as we sorpe times glide
Through agulet dream..

Humble voyagers are Wei- -

Husband, wife and" children Three .

(One Is lost an ancel. fled
To the azure overhead.) - s

Touch u gently. TImit j
We've not proud, pr soaring wings; '

Onr ambition, our content, v
Lies In simple thlnr.

Humble voyagers are We.
O'er life's dim, unsounded sea.

Seeking only some calm clime;
Touch ua gently-;- - gentle Timet

Home at cast.
V J. Romanes? - - v

To lay the head upon- - one brsarC"
To press one answering- - band.

To fel through all the soul's unrest.
One son! to understand;

To go Into the teeming world,
The striving and .the- - heat.

With knowledge of one lent unfurled
Tp welcome wearr-feet- S

A shadow In a weary .land,
Where men as wanderers roam;

A shadow where a rock doth st&nd
The shadow of a Home. ' "

PIONEERING RAILROAD
What Some of Big Corporations Arc Likely to Do in

HAS come to be almost an axiom In
ITWall street that the decline ofr the

past 15 months In the Wall street
market has; paralyzed the pioneer instinct
In the hearts oftAmerlcan railroad xqen.
It is tho honest belief of the brokerage
community that this .crash in Wall street
has marked the end,-fo- the time being at
least, of the building of new lines Into
new territory. Thi3 belief has spread
across tbe country- .The market letters
and financial reviews that make public
sentiment have made much of tho cessa-
tion of work on various lines. They-ha- ve

taught the public that the railroads are
standing still. That this is not true is rec-
ognized only" In railroad circles. Therex

are today a dozen or more notable exam-
ples on the map of new projects under
way, preparing' for a beginning, or near-ln- g.

completion.
It is true that hundreds of smaller ex-

tensions, local lines, railroad feeders for
the great system's and possibly competitive
lines have been shelved either permanent-
ly or-fo- r the time.. This is true of nearly
all the great systems, but notably of
Wabash, Rock Island and Northern Se-

curities. Yet all of these systems- - are
planning new- - lines. The new projects,
however, are for the purpose of opening
new country.

Of course the new projects are mostly In
the West Oregon and Texas are the fields
that are to be expollted- - in the near fu-

ture and in both of them new projects of
great magnitude and Importance are now
under way. wBoth of them, however, take
a back scat as compared with Canada It
Is a strange fact that at the very-mome-

when the American securities markets are
plunged - In the deepest ' gloom of years
the Canadian West is preparing for the
inception of the most ambitious railroad
scheme, of the past 20 years namely Grand
Trunk Paoific and Is already beginning
to reap some benefit from a constantly
growing new 3000-mi- system namely
Canadian Northern. The new projects In
Texas, Oregon, Minnesota, California and
Canada are worth some comment In detail.

In Seml-Troplc- al Texas.
Benjamin F. Yoakum Is the personifica-

tion of the pioneer spirit In Texas. Himself
a Texan, born on a Texas farm, come up
from the task of peddling fruit trees to
the task of peddling railroads, he Is now
engaged in opening to civilization, com-
merce and the railroads a region that. a
few years ago was considered hopeless
from a commercial standpoint The great
triangle of territory bounded on the east
by the Gulf of Mexico, on the south by the
Rio Grande and on the north by the lines
of Southern Pacific Is the field In which
his pioneer work is going on today.

The territory Is chaparral country. It
was until recently a wilderness of semi-tropic- al

growth, unopened, unknown. It
was considered that the valley of the Rio
Grande was excellent territory and Mexi-
can National and International & Great
Northern disputed for the. supremacy of
It A little north of the river water ceased.
The land was wild and apparently rich,
but agriculture languished. Five years
ago an exhaustive survey of tho country
wa3 made for a St Louis syndicate with
capital and brains to use its capital, but
the report Indicated that without water
nothing could be done. Personaljy Mr.
Yoakum went over this country. He noted
the richness of It He talked of irrigation.
He was told that too much money would
be needed. Nevertheless he entertained
consistently the idea.' that this semi-tropic- al

region must ultimately become a rich
producer of railroad freight and he never
gave up the options that he had secured
on property down there.

Two years ago it all changed suddenly.
Artesian wells were tapped by accident
the old St Louis, syndicate, with Mr.
Yoakum at Its head Immediately took up
Its options. Engineers were again sent
Into the Laredo country. They drilled and
kept on drilling for water. At one point
after another they found it There are
today 1C0O artesian wells within a radius
of 200 miles In this triangle. More are be-
ing opened every day.

After the discovery of water the syndi

to

A FEW months' time, at farthest,
I hundreds, if not thousands, of Ameri- -

cans will be going down tq the Isthmus
of Panama to complete the digging of De
Lesseps ditch. Many other Americans
will follow them to take advantage of
the numerous commercial opportunities
3hlch will arise through the opening of
the canal. A few hints on the kind of
life they are likely to lead there, based
upon considerable experience of the Isth-
mus during the later operations ofthe
French Canal Company, may be of value
to them.

The Americans who go down there will
meet with a Yery hearty welcome In Pan-am-

society, but the of that
society will bother them at first unless
they are given a few "pointers", by men
who' know. It has" been truly said that
social customs in .Colombia are largely
the reverse of all that obtain with the
Anglo-Saxo- n races.

The green American would naturally
settle down' In bis home and wait for
people to call on him. He might wait un-

til doomsday, so far as the Panamans
were concerned. His proper course Is to
send around his cards to the families he
wishes to have call upon him. Within a
few days they will all call. The obligation
is absolutely binding on them, but they
need not pay a- second call unless they
wish to the man's acquaintance.

There is hardly any informal calling; it
is considered bad taste unless you know
the family Intimately. You must notify
people during the day that you are going
to call on them in the Evening, which is
the proper time. The afternoon tea" is
unknown to the Panamans. The hostess
and her daughters will sit in rocking
chairs and rock themselves to and fro
violently throughout the call. Do not
Imagine this is discourtesy on" their part;
it is just a habit

They always sit In rocking chairs- - ex-
cept at meals; and they can no more help
rocking than quicksilver can help moving.
When you get to know them, you will find
their hospitality delightful and absolute-
ly unbounded. The host places himself
and hl3 house "entirely at your disposi-
tion," and he means it If you choose to
stay a month, he would be charmed, espe-
cially if he happened to live on a lonely
"hacienda" in the country- -

But young, unattached Americans must
be wary. It such a one calls at a house
where there are daughters more, than
"twice, people will begin to talk; if he calls
often some responsible member of the
family would be fully justified by local
etiquette In asking him "his intentions."

It would be simply outrageous for htm
to take, agirl of good family out for a
walk In the evening. If he wants to see
her at allhe must pay the formal call al-
ready described. The fair maid will rock,
shyly- - in a corner of the" room; and be
tween r her and the young man, like a
oaxiauon or aragons, ner motner, maiden

.npnts and elder sisters will range them
selves.

After greetings have been exchanged
and has settled

to rock, there will ensue ah .awk-
ward silence. Then the young American,
driven- - to desperation, will venture the
brilliant remark that it is hot weather.

"Yes," the hostess admits. 'It i3 hot"
Another silence. "For the time of year,

cate went ahead. Mr. Yoakum had to go
to New York on 'Friscox business, and
has been there evere since, except for oc-
casional visits. Colonel Uriah Lott the
original railroad builder of Texas, took
active charge of the "ork. Under his
lead rights of way have been secured
from Galveston to the mouth of the Rio
Grande, and" a coast line is to be built
between Galveston and Matagorda. A
ferry will cross the river Into Mexico;
where the same syndicate has taken up
400,000 acres of grazing and supposedly
mineral lands. The new line Is making
Its own traffic as it goes along. Through
business Is being created for it In Mexico,
and it only remains for the two "govern-
ments to indicate their willingness to
make the entire scheme possible by fall-
ing to oppose It The Mexican Govern-
ment appears at the moment to threaten
the Mexican end of the line with dis-
criminations In favor of the Mexican Na-
tional by establishing abelt along the Rio
.Grande along which or cross which no
American line can run a road.

The territory Is a little" further south
than Southern California; and quite a bit
further south than Florida. Speaking of
it, the people back of the project say
that it must ultimately become a greater
producer of semi-tropic- al fruits than
either of the regions named. Its climate
is the climate of Corpus Christ! where
It never rains and frosts can never come.
The writer examined recently a crate of
semi-tropic- al fruits sent" from Browns-
ville to New York. Oranges, bananas,
grape fruit and grapes ranked with the
best that California produces. This culti-
vation of fruits Is now limited tq a very
few scattered vineyards and fruit farms
of small size. They are but one season
old vand are not, reached by the railroads.
All shipments are by cart for E0 miles
or more. The secret of the whole mat-
ter Is that Mr. Yoakum and his associ-
ates expect and Intend to establish In the
Rio Grande country a
area that will compete on even terms with
the California farms ln the matter of
.quality and quantity of fruit produoeu,
and will have the advantage of over 1500

miles In proximity to the markets of the
East and Middle West. If the plan is
successful and it .may be noted that St
Louis capital is not often invested In
wildcat schemes this pioneer project
marks the beginning of a new era in
Southern Texas.

In Oregon and Washington.
In the Northwest there are more proj-

ects that can be classed as pioneer un-
dertakings, but none of them are quite
so radical as the Southwestern depart-
ure. Belllngham Bay & British Colum-
bia and the California lines of the Santa
Fe are the best examples, because these
projects are definitely under way and are
backed by great capitalists. There are
plans, more or less problematical, for a
line from Lewiston up the Snake River
Valley and thence west through Harney
County, Oregon, to meet the" Shasta
Route in Upper California. There is also
a project lying dormant for tho building
of a great cutoff from Boise City north-
east Into Montana, crossing the Bitter
Root range near Salmon City. Another
line Is projected up the valley of the
Deschutes River from a Junction with the
Oregon Railway & Navigation.

Nearly all of these projects, however,
are not beyond the project stage, and
cannot, therefore, be considered In a study
of work actually under way. They will
be the pioneer projects of the future. In
Central Oregon, In particular, the next
few years must see mighty changes.
There are rich regions lying fallow around
the "deserts" of that state. The
desert itself Is capable of many things.
It used to be the fashion ten years ago
to make a desert on the map from Salt
Lake City almost to the Coast That
desert is producing' millions of revenue
yearly. '

Belllngham Bay and British Columbia is
designed to open to the commercial mar-
kets a great territory that may be cap-
able of producing wheat in volume and
is certain to produce lumber in any quan-
tity. Eastward from Maple Falls, Wash,,
the line Is projected to Spokane a long
stretch for a road at present but 42 miles

LIFE OF THE CANAL
What Americans Who Go the Isthmus Will

etiquette

cultivate

everybody

she adds, with the air of one who ha3
made a great discovery.

Presently one of the maiden aunts hopes
that the senor had a good voyage from
America. Receiving an affirmative reply,
the recounts, with an astonishing amount
of lurid detail, her experiences of sea-
sickness on her solitary ocean voyage
from Carthagena to Colon.
x A mulatto servant brings In cups of
chocolate and dishes of candles and pre-
served fruits. This leads to a long dis-
cussion of the kind of candles eaten in
America. When that discussion dies out
at last for lack of fuel, the American
finds It Is time to go, and he has not had
a chance to exchange a single word with
the girl he really came to see.

A visit becomes more lively and enter-
taining when one grows intimate with the
family, but as a general rule, the drag-
ons do" not relax their severe vigilance.

There is no lack of amusements, for the
Panamans are passionately fond of balls,
concerts, operas perform-
ances. Cock fights, bull fights and lot-
teries are also considered by them abso-
lutely essential to a happy life.

The devotes of rod and gun can obtain
plenty of exciting sport on the Isthmus.
The shark fishing In the Bay of Panama
Is as good as anywhere in the world, and
enormous alligators may be shot on both
sides of the isthmus.

The bay Is so full of "hammer-head-"
and ground sharks that none of the na-
tives will ever take a swim in it Some
foreigners used to do so, until one of tho
canal engineers, a young Colombian
named Jules Patterson, was Jellied some
years ago. When his body was recovered.
It had been almost entirely stripped of
flesh.

That incident led to a war of reprisal
on the sharks, which is still kept up by
the Panamans. Many of them' are con-
tent with simply catching and killing
them, and the favorite method is called
"crucifying."

'The beast Is hooked," said an English
resident of Panama, who saw this done,
"and drawn on deck, care being taken to
see that he cannot use his terrible mouth
for biting. He is laid down on boards,
and his fins are securely nailed thereto
in such a way that he cannot use them.

"The tail Is then cut close off, and the
unfortunate anlmaj is thrown overboard.
He cannot swim, and he cannot steer him-
self. He is helpless, and the other mem-
bers of his own family promptly attack
and devour him."

On the Isthmus, as in all tropical coun-
tries, plenty of vigorous outdoor exercise
Is essential to the preservation of health.
Riding, tennis-- , hunting, rowing and swim-
ming should be the dally sports of Ameri-
cans who go down there. In that relaxing
climate there is a constant temptation to
live the "dolec far nlente" life, like the
natives, but the man who does so feels the
heat of the climate far more than his
neighbor who goes In for vigorous exer-
cise.
It is best not to work too hard, or for

too many hours a day. The "siesta"
should not be missed. The man who tries
to do too-- much on the isthmus will soon
end by being unable to do anything.

Whisky is bad, brandy worse, and beer
worst of all In the tropics. If a man must
drink, the least harmful thing to take is
Jamaica rum," diluted with water and the
juice of the lime. But a man's health in
the tropics depends largely upon his being
strictly-temperat-

e in his mode of living. A
Canadian doctor who lived five years in
Panama gave the following advice:

"Get up early say, at 6 or 7 begin the

PROJECTS
Near Future -

v

longL - The surveys for this, line ara
stated, to have been successful so far asr
finding-- a feasible route to-- the mountains
la concerned There have been rumors
that the line has found a good pass, but!
this is doubted. Great Northern engi-
neers in particular doubt It It is nott
necessary that a new pass should be
found. r CI ATUla tVta Vionrl tVtn.

can probably manage to get his llneH
tnrcugn the Great Northern, passes. Itaoes not appear that the business of any
existing lines of the Great Northern ia
threatened by the success of the project.
It will tap a new and productive terri-
tory. It will give to Hill lines at Spqkane
traffic that the present Hill lines could
never have received in any other way.
it win ce, in effect if not In fact, a Hill
feeder.

It will probably be some years before
the first load of wheat or lumber from;
the Methow country finds Its way to
Puset Sound over this line. It Is stiltmore or less problematical, though much
actual preliminary work has been done
There are stories told by the dozen to
illustrate the wealth that may come out
or tne ilethow territory. The climate Is
tee climate of the Kootenay. The products)
are the usual products of the extreme
Northwest. Lumber and wheat will prob-
ably be the staples. The region is with-
in strlklmr distance of the coal landa
of British Columbia and may or may no
oe iounu rich in coal and other minerals.
The gold fields of Rossland He in the same
range across the line. They also may or
may not be found to have extended south
ward along the Cascade Range. Again
Hill engineers say they have not Tho,
engineers of Mr. Hill think that If any
one could find gold In the Cascades thejfr
wouiu nave round it.

Northern California.
The lines In Northern California nowr

being constructed by the Santa Fa are-al-so

designed to be low-gra- railroads.
for the gathering of lumber and grains
traffic. When tho system ia completed'
It will cover the Coast from Son Fran-- .
Cisco to Eureka. It will run through thd;
redwood district and will tap all Coast'
points where traffic is to be gathered.
This project was a pet scheme of E. H.
Harrlman for years before Mr. Riplejs
of Santa Fe, stepped In suddenly aniir
boucht up the lines that Mr. Harrlman'
wanted. He was able to do it becausa
the Southern Pacific was spending air)
the money that could be raised on ltd!
equipment and roadbed, and was utterly
iinnVilct trt nn rlort n n nnr nnw nnnj
struction. The Santa Fe peoplo byj
ouiuc lata Luauuc neig 4j4.c4M.cu iui n&
berore i id. Harrlman. They therefore
reap the fruit of foresight They havtw
bought up four or five small lines that'
form a kind of broken chain up the Coast!
and they Intend to build them together?
and so make a line that will not be veri
short, but will reach all the redwood'
centers and all tho ports worth anything.

From a railroad standpoint the schemes
looks attractive. The redwood timbef
will stand better rates than pine. Thai
grades are not bad as they are in tha
Cascades for instance, or oh Canadian'
Pacific lines north of tha border. Mr.
Ripley himself says that the tonnage of
the new territory Is going to be a dis-
tinct asset not only to-- the new line, hut
also to Santa Fe at large. He knows that
the opening of the redwood country in its
remoter parts will cause the settlements
of more and more of the territory of
Northern California. A pioneer road not
only carries the business arising directly
out of products of the soil and mine. It
also creates a business for itself by plant-
ing settlers. This will certainly be tho
case in upper California,

There Is a range of mountains, includ-
ing Mount Linn, Mount John, and Sann- -
drim Mount between the new line and tWj H
Southern Pacific. The country "was never,
served by Mr. Harrlman. It is an ab-
solutely new project To be sure the
lines were there before, but they were-no- t

a trunk line. To open up this terri-
tory to commerce Mr. Ripley will make(
them a freight trunk line. Northern Cali-
fornia will receive over 515,000,000 of East-
ern capital In this project and its devel--.
opments. C. M. K.

BUILDE'RS
Have to Learn.

day with a bath, and then have coffee, or- -
anges and rolls. Have breakfast at 11 ori
12, and let it be a good, hearty meal, whlcbt
people in temperate climates would regard;?
as a .midday dinner. In common with,"
many old residents of the tropics, I used!1
to begin mine by taking- - some ripe fruit-an-

following it with a beefsteak, yams
potatoes and coffee. I always mado myjj
meals simple, and found that it paid tart
do so."

"Have dinner at G, and follow up by tV
quiet evening. Smokea cigar on the ve-- '
randa or play a game of chess with ae
friend. Go to bed at 9 or 10 o'clock."

American women who go down to tho
isthmus with their husbands will find it
possible to keep house comfortably and!1
fairly cheap after they become acquainted-- '

with the ways of the country. They should
beware of the native servants, and try tar
engage instead some of the West Indian
colored folk, who swarm all over the isth- -
mus. They should not live In Panama ofr'
Colon, if they can possibly avoid doing'
bo, but should buy or build a bungalow la
the .country, preferably on a hllL

Lucky, indeed, will be the Americanr
whose wife or sister keeps house for
him, for bachelor existence in a Panama?
boarding-hous- e is barely endurable to anyi
man who has been accustomed to thor
decencies of life.

Baby Stars. 3!
Richard La Gallienne.

The souls of little girls who die ;
God sets up shining In the sky, "i
But what becomes oC little boys?
Ask of nurse, and she replies
That little boys are norn without
Just bora to scuffle and to shout
To play rough games, hit hard, and di
I'm glad I'm not a little boy.
I think I'd like to be a star
If God would set me not too far
Away from Daddy so that I f
Might send him kisses from the sky,
And. shine upon his bed at night
With such a lovely little light;
And if he felt too lonely there
I'd unwind all my golden hair.
And make a little shining stair.
For him to climb, and sit by me
Oh. Dad, how lovely that would be!
And perhaps if I asked God for you.
He'd change you to a star, dear, too.

The Room's Width.
Elizabeth Stuart Phelps.

I think if I should cross the room.
Far as fear;

Should stand beside you like a thought;
Touch you, dear.

Like a fancy to your iad heart'
It would seem

That my vision passed and prayed-you- .

Or my dream.

Then you would look with lonely, eyes,
Lift your head.

And you would: stir, and. sigh, and say,
"Sbe Is dead."'

Baffled by death and love. I lean'Through the gloom, - "
O Lord of life! am I forbid '

To cross the rdbra?

An Explanation Necessary.
Mrs. Bridges-Ho- long were you lo

your last place?
Applicant Two weeks.
Mr. Bridges (from adjoining room)

Mary, ask the lady what delayed her.
jFebuary Smart Set


