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pisofEDITED AT HOME AND ABROAD,

Special agents and graln experts com-
pected with the Agricultural Depart-
ment at Washington occasionally make
vislts to the Pacific Northwest, and
Invarlably compliin at the criticisms
gmade by The Oregoninn over the worth-
jessness. of the graln crop estimates of
the Buresu of Sustistics. This paper
has frequently printed extracts from
pewspapoers in the Hast and Middle
West ahowing that the Government es-
Umates pre as generally discredited in
other parts of the country as they are
fn Oregon, Washington and Idaho,
Now comes the Liverpool Corn Trade
News, the greatest grain paper In the
world, wih Iits detalled annual stale-
ment showing the whent crop of the
worldl for the past ten years. The open-
ing /mentence ot the head of this table
reads as follows:

Official returns are taken when obtainabls,
exoept In the cmss of the United Hiates,
where recogniesd commeorcinl estimales are
adopted in prefercnce

Following this pointed refiection on
the accuracy of our Government Crop.
reporting bureau are the official figures
from forty-slx whentgrowing countries
throughout the warld, The official re-
tierns from Crotin and Bclavonia, Her-
gogovine and Bosnla, Greece, Cyprus,
Algeria, Tunis, Persin, Tasmanla, Cy-
prus and all other countries which con-
tribute to the world's supply of wheat
are cansidered sufficlently accurate by
this great grain authority. The official
figures of the United States, the greal-
est of all wheat-prodycing countries,
and the one country among all the
others In whith commercinl civiifaation
has reached the highest degree of per-
fection, are alome discredited. At frst
thought it might scem that this was an
fntantional slight to a country on which
Great Britaln, the world's wheat mar-
Xet, wan so largely dependent for sup-
Pplles. This theory, however, ls un-
worthy of serious conslderation, for the
very existence of the Cormn Trade News
4§ dependent upon s presenting, as
Dearly as posaihie, the actunl figures
on avaliable supplics of grain. In con-
Bequence, an error regarding the size of
ths Amerioan crop would be more séri-
ous than In the cass of any other coun.
try, for nn other country offers so Iarge
an sxportable surpliua

Thus, being confronted with the In-
@lsputable evidence at home and
abroad that the Government figures are
ot relinble, the question arises, Why
shounld they not be equally as accurate
a8 the commercial figures which are
pathered at no expense to the Govern-
ment? The answer may be found in
the recent appointment of a Wyoming
politiclan, with headguarters in San
Franciseo, 18 suparvise the oollection
of grain statistics in Oregon, Washing-
ton, Idaho and California.  If the selec-
tion of a man W supervise this work
bad Deen left to the growers and ex-
porters who handle the crop of the
four states, there s every reason 1o
Delleve thut they would have chosen
from their number a man famillar with
the =tuation =nd In touch with (he
business, in all or at lenst one of the
four states menlloned. The extent to
which Wyoming fgures as . wheat-
prowing state s xhown In the Govern.
ment's own figures for the year just
closed. It i credited with o wheat
pro@uction of 473740 bushels, so that
the opportunities for & man to famil-
larize himself with the business are
hecessarily much more restricted than
In states which produce fifty to sixty
Hmes a8 much whest.

It Ia this pollcy of making the statis-
teal burean of the Department of Ag-
riculture a kome for place-hunters, re-
gurdiess of their qualifications, that has
Pesulited in bringing the department
into. disrepgte ol home and abroad It
han foroed the commercial interests of
the couniry to expend large sums of
noney in securing accumate Infoarma-
tioh whils at the same time the Gov.

L is spending vast sums In sal-
ries and expenses of men who, by the
s achirved prove themselves un-
for the service. Eastern papers
frequently urged the abolishment
the Agricultural Department's Bu-
of Btatistics, and, unless some
are taken io relisve It from the

and abroad, It wouid be well to
Gt mo end to its existence. The money
expended could be used i provid-
B & homs for Indigent politicians, and

that fs Dbeing cast umpen it at’|

war with Japan uniess Japan forces s
fight by siriking the firsi blow. Rus-
sia knows that it might be compars-
tively easy to repulse Japan's attack
on sea and land, but is t00 Jong-headed
not to see that, even If no European
power interfered, Japan, when defeat-
ed, couid take refuge In her jsland
home, which is Impregnabie to naval
attack, and there, like a nest of plrates,
bide her tims when soms Russian hour
of difficulty would furnish her with a
new opportunity. This Is assuming
that Russia was succeasfu] on both ssa
and land. Rusaia knows, too, that &
war with Japan s beset with many
perpiexing complicationas. She knows
thet China, while nominally nautral, is
& secret ally of Japan. Bhe knows that
the lnsidious emissaries of Japan may
ultimately succeed, when the Empress
Tsl An dies In gmdually persuading
China to adopt the military arms and
organization that have made the Japan.
¢se A nation of formidable soldiers

The popular impression that the Chl-
nese oould not be made Into stanch
soldiers is not shared by Lard Wolse-
ley, who met them in battic under Sir
Hugh Rose In 1560, He says that they
have every quality required for the
good solMer and the good sailor, and
they “only want a Chinese Peter the
Great or Nspoleon to make them the
most formidable nation in the world.
Bhould China ever be wise enough to
follow Japen's example In reforming
har army and navy, she ils bound to
become the most powerful of natlons.
China has only to study how Jepan has
converted herself into a powerful em-
pire within the life of one generation.”
This s the judgment of an educatsd
English soldler, who has fought the
Burmess, the fighting races of India
and Afriea There is nothing incredl-
ble in this prediction, There are be-
tween four hundred and five hundred
millions of people In China, and out of
this wvast population it wouid be an
cany matter to ralse a vast army of stal-
wart men of fighting temper. Trained
under Japanese officers, thers is no rea_
son why they could not become for-
midable soldlers. They are of ths same
biood as the Mongols, that under
Genghls Khan and his successors In the
thirteenth century penetrated into Rus-
tla, Poland and Hungary; they are of
the same blood as the Tartars, that
under Tamerisne marched to the pates
of Constantinople in the first decade
of the fifteenth century. Of course, it
is easy to say that such conguests

not be repeated under our mod-
e WEY system of milltary coneen-
tration. That is true, probably, but
with Japanese Instructors China would
be pliaced In a perfect state of formida-
ble military defense and could become
capable of making & destructive mili-
tary invasion of Asiatic Russia Now
there are able men in China who know
what Japan has done, and, taught by
the force of example, they will some
day, with Japan for an organizsr and
Instructor, seek to place Chine In &
state of military defeniec. Of courss,
this I= not a certainty, but the astute
statesmen of Russia know that it is
among the probabilities that are worth
consldering in thelr profect of the fu.
ture.

Russia is too shrewd and astute a
diplomatist to wake a sleeping dog In
shape of n new Ching, roussd, educated
and organized Into a milltary nation by
the arts and fmpulse of Japan. The
fundamental dispute between Russia
and Japan is the domination of Corea.
This is a matter of wvital conssquence
to Japan, since it is thelr only fisld for
colonisation, but It is not a ¥ital mat-.
ter at all for Rus=ia; that s, it is not
a8 matter of present pressing conse-
quence. Russia's real Interest lles In
quletly clinging to Manchuria Russia
has a legal right under ngresments
with China In 1898 and 1888 to keep
troops In Manchuria to guard her rall-
roads across Manchuria to Viadivostok,
wilh an extenalon from Harbin, on this
rond, to Tallen Wan-and Port Arthur.
During 1008, fust as the allled forces
marched on Pekin, Russin pourad thou-
eands of troops into Manchuria and
quartered them as far south ns Niu
Chwang., These troops have never besn
withdrawn.

Manchurin has an area of 3270600
squnre miles, with a population of
E5E00.000. Tt {8 a country of enormous
undeveloped mineral wealth: it haz ag-
ricallural lands of wonderful fartility.
The City of Harbin, in the heart of
Manchuris, with 8 Inhabitants, is as
much a Russian town as (he Russlan
seaport of Dalny. Tf the Russlunizing
procesa continuea, the finest provines
of China will become part of the Rus-
sian Empire, and the Russianizing pro.
cess will continue if Russeln keeps oat
of war with Japan. Japan today is the
lareest forelgn market for Manchurian
produce, and altogethor Russin riaks
ton much, even If she wine the battle
with Japan, Corea, Indispensable to
Japan, is not Indispenzable at all to
Russia, while war with Japan might
weaken Russia’s foothold In Manchuria,
for the line of railrand communication
would be exposed to aots of contly de.
stroction. Small parttes armed with
dyramite can easily break a rallway,
and if It was periously broken by ths
Boxears in 1900 it ean surely be broksn

| by Japanese emissuries In thme of Whr.

Russin in long-headed: she soex afl thess
poesibilities; she knows thers 2 a here.

after, a consequent an aftermnth, to |

every war. anil becauss Rpesia s as-
tute and far-slghted, we 0 not bellavs
fhe will go to war with Japan unlesa
Japan sirikes the firet blow. RHussls
knows that the real prize Is Manchuria,
for which she can well afford to conceds
to Japan domination In Coren. When
the Trans-Siberinn Rallroa® has o don.
ble track, 4 mlld rondhed. mlling stock
enouch to make it a suMslent lne of
rallway communication, when Rusela
has a Pacific fleet of superior strength
to that of Japan, war might be n toler.
eble venture, but ecven In that event
Rarsela wil] besltate to make a vindic-
tive ensamy of 450880 of warllke
Asiatics, who mean. soom or Iate, to or-
ganizs and arm China agalns: Russia
Russia has hitherto won by treading
enfrly: she understands the
charecter, ard she will not now aban-
don astute diplomacy for the bavonet
unless Jupan forces war by firlng. on
the Russlan fiag, thus closing the de.
bate with cannon. .

if Japan is suffered to dominate in
Corea she wiil be content to obtain in
Manchuria nelther more nor less than
the United States obtains, but if she
cannot dominate in Corea, her colonjza-
ton ground, she will fight and if she Is
beaten she will retire to ber impregna-

Oriental |

number. The person lucky enough to
suess ciosest to the right number Is
entitied to the dlamond. In a recent
issue the Journal explains the whole
schemie in & first-column editorlal, and
follows this with an editorial on gam-
bilng. The editor says: *“What to do
with gambling? This question comee
up In two forms: What Is our private
duty? What Is cur publle duty?™

Your duty s plain, Colonel Hofer,
absolutely clear. There can be no pos-
sible doubt sbout elther your public or
your private duty in the suppression of
gambling. You have undertaken a
work of reform that is worthy your
rare abflity. The desire to get some-
thing for nothing is the greatest evil
of our times—has rulned thousands of
Uves of brightest promise, has made
desolate the homes of thousands of
happy famllles and has broken the
hearts of thousands of proud fathers
and affectlonate mothers.

Bsth your private and your public
duty are plain. You must strive to
tench both young and old that It is not
honorable to get something for nothing
by the mere stroks of chanee, You
must tell the young people who read
your paper that it s work, and not
chance, that wins in this world; that
business men of the highest standing
no longer have use for young men who
play at games of chance for reward
Tell them that it is In small and appar.
ently harmiess way= that the gambiling
spirit s developed; that man Is a bun-
die of habita, and that evil hablts
formed In youth are flaws in personal
charaeter.

Your duty I8 plain, for you have said
that “the private citlzen's duty Is to
obey the laws and set a good example
in all things to his fellow-men" In
setting & good example It Is best to
follow the Bible Infunction to “avold
eveti the appearance of evil.” In.dis-
cussing this gambiing question befors
your readers, do not mince words, bt
g0 in to demolish every gambling
scheme from playing marbies for keeps
to buying options in Wall street
count to your readers the rensons upon
which the lotterfas were denled the
United States malls. Reprint, at the
head of your editorial columns, thé re.
cent report of the Postmaster-General,
in which he denounced guessing con.
testas as among the most perniclous
schemes that are now enabled to exiat
by use of the mail system. Go after
them, Colonel, and you will have the
commendation of all decent people.

——
FAMOUS BONGS,

A memorial bullding is to be erected
in Bheffield, Mass_ in honor of the late
Dr. George F. Root, through contri-
butions obtained from the G, A. R. and
the Woman's Rellef Corps and Loyal
Women of the United States. Dr. Root
was widely known as a musiclan and
teacker of musie before the war. His
first popllar song, “Haszel Dell” was
published sy early as 1853, but to his
songe during the battle for the Union
he owes his Inrgest and most Insting
fame. Among these famous songs were
“The Battle Cry of Freedom,” “Jusi Be-
fore the Battie, Mother.® “The Vucant
Chair,” “Tramp, Tramp, Tramp™ and
many others of superior merit.

The song of “Tramp, Tramp, Tramp,”
iz still In vogue, and s In our jJudg-
ment the finest song of the war on
either side, from the sentimental polint
of view. It is, of course, not equal In
poetic merit to Randall's famous song
of “Maryland, My Maryland,” but that
Is a pure war lyric; the battle side of
the conflict; but “Tramp, Tramp,
Tramp,” touchas both the batile side
and the home ties of the moldler with
Ereal tenderness of sentiment and fellc.
Ity of expression. No other song of tha
Civil War ever touched so many hearts
In war time, and long after the war is
over, as this immortal song of “Tramp,
Tramp, Tramp.” It does not mean so
much today as It did forty years ago,
when thousands of Unjon prisoners sat
in confinement *‘thinking, mother dear.
of you"; that Is the sentimantal thourht
of one verse. Another verse tells of the
battie front, of the flerce charge. of the
repuise, of the victorious cheer, To the
soidier of the Union Army this famous
song was realistic, and to the friends
and neighbors, the mothers, brothers
and lovers of the saldier behind the
Army, this wonderful song was renl-
istic, ton. Therse were other famous
songn, like “Tenting Tonlght™ a most
beautiful song, both In the words and
the ajr. Then there s the splendid
song, “0ld Shady,” which was the spe.
cial favorile of Genera! S8herman.

Ing song, and with the Western armies
“Marching Through Georgis” was a
prime favorite. Then there was a good
deal of sentimental trash that had con-

I've Come Home to Die,” but the fine
songs we have named soon drove the
oheap stull Into obscurity. It is sald ta
be true of soldiers that sentimental
songs have a larger vogue than humor.
ous ditties. We suspect that it depends
on the mood and altuation of the soi-
dier. Sherman's soidiers had an easler
time marching through Ceorgla than
Grant's Army did marching {o Peters-
burg, so feit more like singing rollick-
ing songs than Grant's Army did, but
Sherfdan’s Arms in the Shenandoah
felt more like chirplng occasionally,. for
the enemy WwWas nof so near and so
deadly all the time as In the mareh to
Petersburg.

But aftir the surrender 3t Appomat.
toX the alr was vocal with songs of war
and peace. A Confederate General sald
lsughingly to General Gibbon, whom he

had known before the war in ths aold
| Army: “We always envied you your
songs; we coulin't sing “The Btar-

Spangled Banner ‘Red, White and
| Blue’ any more;, we couldn't sing
'l'jinryla.-:d, My Maryiand,' and “The

Boanle Blue Flag’ all the time. bat
| your army was siocked with good
[ somgs; you had all the old Unjon songs
&l same new cnes better than the old.”

This was true, and Jt was & pity that
it was true, for the average Southern
man is fonder of good, popular music
and good wsonge than the average
Northern-bred soldler, upless the North-
ern soldier was city bred and had his
taste educaied and his mODgbook en-
inrged by attendance on minstrel entes.
tainments or English opera of light

siderable currency, such as “Mother |

promoiers. The latest soclety of tedl-
ous nmme ls the Nallonal Assoclation
for the Buppression of Bad Language.
Over bers such an organization would
probably be known as the Antl-Cussers
or something equally abrupt. While
one may cavil at the name, nothing can
be sald agalnst the soclety's object, for
If mny class of people on earth should
have the greater part of their language
suppressed it [s the lower stratum of
Londoners. Americans use plenty of
oaths, but the wanton obscenity that
Geflles the speech of & certaln type of
Engilishmen Is almost nauseating. Fur-
thermore, the American usvally shows
some Ingenulty In his cursing, while the
Englishman has a mere parrot-like
repetition of words that were originaily
chosen, to all appearances, for their
power to disgust.

The N, A. 5. B. L. has work before
it, and It is prodeeding to tackle Its
work in a peculiarly English way, by
the distribution of tracts. At football
matches hundreds of specially preparsd
leaflels are passed among the spesta-
lors, and the too-ardent barrackers sre
exhorted Lo refrain from saying any-
Ing stronger than “Ofh, my™ or "Dear
me!™ when the opposition shoots a goal.
It 1= further stated that-the N. A. 8
B. L. Is preparing a list of “harmiess
words to take the place of profans lan-
guage.” Just what harmiess word will
be suggested for use when a man steps
on a tack we are not Informed, but it
will have to be an explosive one to af-
ford any relief to an overflowing soul.
Newspapers will also feel the influence

To most minds it sesms
erable to spell out the ordinary ex-
pletives than to leave a dash  which
provokes the imagination and possibly
Ieads the evil-minded reader mentally
the
a
trouble to have littla Willle asking,
what sort of & fool Is one with a
!3 front?* Sentimental Tommy,
whom Barrie described, used to read
aloud to & woman of strict Scottish
When bhe came to a doubtful
he sald ke
‘ou l_ld.;:lndrd' cried Sir An-
be d read, and who can
effect of such a sub-
d. Some writers,
‘mpell out “blank.™
blank!" at least
hm, but it must be
f with dashes and
“1
There is nothing virtuous In a dash.
Bishop Potter, playing & round of golf
with Plerporit Margan, made an atro-
clous foorle. "Ha Jooked at the ball In
silence for almost & minute, “Bishop,™
eald Mr. Morgam, “that was the profan-
est gllence I ever heard.” Similarly
some newspaper dashes are the profan.
est bianks that one ever saw. Dash
dashea! Do you think Speaker Cannon,
when he wrote on the back of his check
for a set of useless books, left his re.
marks In this spineless fashion: “The
books are not worth a —, and are high
at that™? It requires no Intimate
knowledge of Mr. Cannon to know that
he went off with & gredter report, and
that a well-known word was spelled
out in full, even to the mute inglorious
letter at the end.

AN TNTERESTING BOOK.

The British soldier, Field Marshal
Visvtount Wolseley, In his “Story of a
Boldler's Life” describes his military
career of over helf a century. His first
pervice was in Burmah, when, an en-
sign of 20 years of age, he was danger-
ously wounded, In the Crimea he was

again wounded, losing the use of one |
| eye and obiaining the cross of the Le-
| glon of Honor; he served In India dur-

Ing the famous “mutiny” of 1857; he
served In the Chinese war of 1860, when
the Englizh and French troops captured
Fekin; he was one of the British offi.
cers ordered to Canada with thelr regi-
menis during the excitement following
the Trent affair; he headed the exped!-
tion that put down the Riel Red River
rebellion; he commanded in the Ashan-

“Fiag of the Free” was another charm- | te2 War of 1873, and captured Coomas-

sin; he defeated Arabl Pasha's Egyptian
army at Tel-El-Kebir In 1382, and was
commander-in-chlef in the Soudan cam-
paign of 1854-85, undertaken for the re-
lief of Gordon. This story of a mill-
tary career of varied experience In
many lands is admirably well told. It
shows (hat General Wolseley was al-
ways & very gallant soldier, but
whether be was a great General will
never be known, for the merit of a sol-
dier s determined by the ability of the
General he encounters and the number
and quality of the troops he defeats,
It was no “trick’ at all for General
Wolseley, In command of the crack
troops of the British army, to defeat

an ermy of Egyptians or to put to rout |

the Ashantees. Lord Roberts fought
Afghans, 2 fighting race of powerful
phyeiqae,

many of them admirable |

marksmen; he fought the Boers, but all |

of Walseley's victories were won over
& fighting foe of poor quality, {1l armed
end [l disciplined. Lord Wolseley has
all his daym been a supercilipus critic
of the Union side during the Clvil War,
pnd his book shows that he has not
got over his prejudice. He still thinks
the Confederate side had the right of it
and he stiil holds Lee and Jackson the
only figures worthy of note In pur great
struggle. Shortly bsfore his death, In
1591, General Eherman, In. an article
contributad to the Century, took Gen.
eral Wolseley sharply to task for his
contempiuous and sapercillous treat-
ment of our campalgns a=s offering mno

would have esoaped repeated disasters.

The per cent of Joss on both sldes
after our troops became veterans shows
that they were the equals of any troops
of the century. Their losses are only
equaied in the most terrible of Napo-
leon’s batties, where defeat became
destructive because of the use of large
masses of cavalry, which could not be
used in our day over difficult ground
and against long-range riffed muskets,
All of our Josses were suffered In
“siand-up-and-take-it” fighting, and
not by the slaughter of panle-stricken
fugitives by cavalry, such as swelled
the losses of the beaten army by pur-
sult In Napolson's day. In the.mat-
ter of sirategy and (lactics, General
Bherman's campalgns surely were full
of lessons of milltary energy and skill
that could have been studied with profit
by such “sclentifi=” forelgn soldiers as
Bazalne and MacMahon, and even by
General Wolseley, “who lost Khartoum
and sacrificed Gordon by his siowness,
who never commanded to excesd 10,000
men, and whose sole victories were
over Ashaniees and over a rabble of
wrelched Egyptian insurgents.

The ‘campaigns of Lee, Grant, Sher-
man and Johnsion must bave as much
interest to the European milltary stu-
dent as the Red River campaign agalnst
the haifbreeds, the defeat of Arabl
Pasha, the captury of King Koffey and
the frultlesr march on Ehartoum.
Lord Wolseiey l= a soldier of distin-
gulshed gallantry, but his notes on our
Civil War are valusleas, because his
prejudice clouds his eve llke a cataract,
There Is & straln of meanness In Gen-
eral Waolseley when he alludes to Grant.
He speaks of Lee a8 “General Lee,”" but
in some of his published correspond-
enece he persistently called Grant “Mr,
Grant." This was only repeating the
Insolence of the British General in the
Revolution who addressed a letter In-
tended for General Washington to “'Mr,
Washington.” + General Wolseley does
not repeat this old-timz Insolence In his
presant book, but it I3 the first time he
bas omltted an opportunity to treat the
clvil and military Jeaders of the Unlon
with insult and contempt.

FENALTY OF CHEAP RAILWAY CARS.

It has been cited that.out of the 32,-
000,000 passengers carried in Pullman
sleeping-cars on the rallways of the
United States in the last three years
only aix were killed and about sixty
slightly Injured In wrecks. By eon-
trasting these numbers with the fright-
ful fatalities and uaities to p
gers who were travellng In the light
and fimsfly bullt smokers, chalr-cars
and ordinary coaches, a very .potent
reason for this wholgsale death and
mutilation ig discovered. The remedy
is not far to seek, but it will in all
probability be difficult to apply.

in the roillng stock of most, If not
all, of the great rallways are large
numbers of chenp, old cars that, while
everything goes well, answer the pur-
poses of local passenger trafMie with
reasonable safety and comfort, but
which go to pietes In colllsion or de-
rallment as if they were consiructed
of cardboard and glue., In a late wreck
on the Rock Isiand near Topeka, for
exampie, all of the denths occurred In
the chair-car. That car, with jts
doomed Jpa=sengern, was placed between
a new and heavily bullt smoking-car
and a second chalr-car, new and of
modern construction. The smoker was
strong enough to resist the impact, but
rose In the alr, crushing and telescoping
the light, worn-out first chalr-car, re-
ducing It to kindling wood and killing
gnd malming Its occupants. This is
only one instance among many which
show that |t Is not only the fnct thay
the Pullman cara are placed in the rear
of the trains which givex them Im-
munity from destruction, but that their
heavy and-substantial construction s
a factor that further Insures thelr
safety. There Is, indeed, no room to
doubt that los= of life through railway
accidents would be greatly lessened if
all of the cars that make up the trains,
Including the mallears, which are the
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hether under two or three generations
contact with the American public
school systsm and sirict compulsory
education laws thay would make In-
telligent, progressive American cltizens.
b

|

Henry Livingetone Thomas, who died
recently If Washington, was for

eity for thirty-four years. The record
of hiy service that was made public
after his death calls attention to the
fact, says the Outiook, that there are a
number of men employed by the Gov-
ernment who are absolutely unknown
to the public and are quite removed
from the sphere of politica, yet who
render falthful, expert and indispensa-
ble mervice. That journal adds: "“We
hear s0 much of rogues in office, of
place-setkers and time-servers, of sen-
sation<mongers and political plotters,
that it e refreshing to turn to the rec-
ord of a man llke Mr. Thomas and to
award him and those like him the
pralse due to & scholar, & gentleman
and In a true sense a patriot.,” A cor-
respondent of the New York Evening
Post pays tribute to this faithful public
officer, saying: “Mr. Thomas made a
life study of languages, and was famil-
lar with nearly all except Chinese, Jap-
anese, Russian and Hungarian—knew
them, moreover, as a scholer In Htera-
ture and graminar, with power to write
as well as to speak.” It I8 cosy to see
how a man of such attainments could
make himself almpst indispensable to
the State Department in its dealings
with the nations of the earth, and to
agree with the Post writsr that if Mr
Thomas did not have the mesd of pop-
ular applause and political reputation
he certainly hed the satisfaction of a
quiet and modest usefulness,

#

Thousand-dollar purses, with men of
unquestioned character in charge, will
certainly result in the 184 meeting of
the Multnomah Falr Associetion prov-
ing a record-breaker. The “sport of
Kings," when tonducted as sport and
not on a sure-thing gambling basis,
has just as strong a hold on the people
as ever, and Oregon horsemen are to.
day better provided with prospective
record-breakers than ever before. Un-
til last year there hadl been a long in-
terval since the old days of honest rac.
Ing and enthusiastic crowds, and, now
that the pastime has got back to a
proper plane, the experience of the past
will probably be & guard against the
recurrence of any of the evils that
killed horseracing in Oregon for more
than ten years, Incidentally, it 1
worthy of mention that M. D. Wisdom,
of the Rural Spirit, is entitled to more
credit for the revival of honest racing
and good meetings than any other indl-
vidual in the Pacific Northwest
Through sil the years of depresalon in
the breeding Industry, due as much to
crooked racing as to the hard times,
“Mike” Wisdom never ceassd hammer-
ing away on s policy the adoption of
which alone could save the breeding In.
dustry and bring back the confidence of
the public. He has at last been suc.
ceasful, and for his efforts Is entitled to
the thanks of every horseman on the
North Pocific circuit.

The bufyler of the lost steamer Cial-
lam is out with a statemsnt that “thers
never was a4 stancher or more sea-
worthy vessel on the Sound than the
Claliam." Thizs reads well from the
btuilder's peint of view, but it is ridic-
glous for any individual to put forth
such a cialm In the face of the facts
If the Clallam hod answered the de-
seription thus given, she would not
hava been pounded (o pleces In a4 sen
which was not so terrible as to prevent
A I¥5-year-old tugboat going oat to her
aspistance and after taking hold of her
pulling her to pleces with an ordinary
towline. The statement Is further made
ridiculous by the fapt that a number of
other “mtancher” and “more seaworthy™
vessels were out In that same gale that
ended the career of the Clallam, and,
with the exception of that unfortunate
craft, all of them reached port In

filmslest of all, were heavier and more
substantially bullt.

It Is ndt concetvabie that any mndl- |
vidual ralirond manager or owner In
the United States would willfully cause I
or permit the death of persons travel-
Ing upon his trains throuzh greed or
Lo =ave mouney. But the corporation’s
conscience becomes dulled by divided
responsibility, while the desire of
boards of managers to declare divi-
dends which show an Increase of busi-
ness over their roads may easily over.
rule considerations of posnibls danger.
“Surplus emotion™ i= not a factor In |
business of any kind, and it Is not |
strange that It is rulsd out of rallroad |
managemesnt. This is conceded without
prejudice to the humanities that govern
individuals, whetber they are engaged |
in one business or another. -

It may be sald, however, “that the
time ls overripe for leglsiation upon
some of the polnts whlere danger has
been developed by the terrible loss of
lif# In rellrond wrecks In  recent
months, Fines rallroad managements;
as events show, do mix with their new |
and substantial equipment, in making
up trains, old cars that, In thelr fiimsi-
nes=, are an additional menace o Bu-
man [ife when aceident oocurs, it is
the duty of Legisiatures, rallway com-
missions, and, If ¥t ¢comes to that, the
National Congress, to pass laws or
adopt rules which require every possi-
ble safeguard In the maltter of car
construction and equipment that ordi-
nary pruodence enjoine for the safely of
the traveling public.

——

A portion of the press of Mon is
mnmoruﬂmumcmhﬁu

| tion of the steamer.

safety. There s a-grave responsibility
for the Clallnum disaster resting on some
shouldere, and It canno! be §hifted or
dismissed by any Buch wild statements
as are credited to Buperintendent
Heath, who had charge of the construc-
Stanch and sea.
worthy steamsrs are not knocked to
pizces before they are six months ofd
b¥ a gale that parmits 25-year-old
wooden vessels to weather It in safeiy.

The British Columbia government has
at inst succeeded in making the “stump
tax” so onerous for American loggers
and milimen operating across the line
that they have been forced to retire
Telegraphic advices from Belllngham
Bay state that the Americans will
either close down their camps In Brit-
Igh Columbia or seil the raw product to
the British Columbia milimen. The
“stump tax” came inlo existence a8 a
retaliatory meaasure sgainst the lumber
tariff, and our Canadian brethren have
increased its chstructive powers until
It kas at last proven as offective in
keeping American loggers out of Canada
as the American tariff has proved In
kasping Canadlan Jumber out of the
United Siates. All bands should now
be satisfled, hut are they?

Disgusted at the Il mannérs of
American sight=eers upon the occasion
of her daughter's recent marriage In
New York, Mrs Ogden Goelet has de.
termined to reside In Europe hereafter.
She will be very fortunale if she meets
abroad no ruds ~r li-mannered peopie
—much maore fortunate indesd, than
well-bred Americans generally have
been. The attempt to fiy from cheap,

people is both futils and

fi-mannered
foollsh, No country has a menopoly of
them.

Few persons seem capable of dying In
50 many piacos as does the “daughter
of Juhn Brown

A ward Fou don't know how to spell

“Has 3 hem & mind?™ asks the New
York Times.

Well, she won't lay unless she haa a
mind to

Councilman Mahncke, of Tacoms, saym
he married his wife for pity, becsuse
she told him such a morrowlu] story,
Those that marry for pity seldom get it

No doubt Pattl will fee! happler when
she gota back to Cralg-y-Nos, where the
rippie of the Liwyrddiwdns as It runs past
the storied rocks of Liwchylddnwydd wiil
tull her to siecep as soundiy as the famous
old Welsh bard Liwyddawchgogogoch.

However, Paul Heintz accomplished the
feat. He has shown that it s possigle
to fire the hired girl 1If this particular
hired girl were throwa down the steps
of the houss, It may be that people will
think too much emphasis was Inid upon
the order lo “‘I.t!"__

Georgina Hewiston, aged 14, chafed
under parental control. So to free ber
“cabined ample splrit” she Alled mother's
teapot with carbolic acid. Mother did not
drink the acld, and Georgina s now under
the cemtrol of the Vancouver police. It In
pitiful how the desires of youth are
thwarted in this world of injustice, and
Georgina's case makss one more than
ever inclined to hope for a scheme of
things mouided closer to the heart's de-
sire.

The postmaster at Ceneva, Washington,
must be In a quandary. Bhould he kick
himseif for his carelessness or pat him-
seif on the back for his inventive geniusf
It appears that ths postmastsr Invented
& new king of gunpowder, and placed It
o dry by the kitchen stove. Presently
the powder exploded with such foroe that
tha postmaster, the postmistress, and the
postehildren were abot through the win.
dow, and nearly became subjects for a
post-iportem. Evidently it was good pow-
der.

Pralrie City s nothing If not spo’tin’.
A prissfight has been armanged and two
#o00d men huve been seloctad for the go.
Cne is sald to have stood up o Jawn L.
Sullivan for four rounds on some -Ooca-
slon in the vague past. The other man ir
a ‘long, alim “Fristlmmons-lcoking™
fighter. Thia scrap should bs worth & trip
from Portland, and the wise ones will
be puzszled to pick the winner. ls & man
who Is alleged to have stood up to Jawn
L. for four rounds better than m man who
I undoubledly a "Fitssimmons-looking'
fightar? 'Tis a pumsling question.

No doubt the new woman (in the hen
world) will be duly grataful to Mr. Ladd,
who =o ably defended her In The Orego-
nian yesterday. There s always a cer-
taln amount of prejudices against any-
thing new, and It takes time to live it
down. Ne doubt the grandsons of Noah
kicked about the new-fangled hena of
their time. “Not ke those we had In ths
ark—fresh eggs there every morning the
year ‘round.” Ewven the chicken-pox of
our youth seems better than the kind they
nave nowadays—how much better, then,
the chickens.

The great Eastern educator was visiting
Portland In 180, The president of the
Reform School Board was ahowing his
visitor around the city. “Here,"” he sald,
fa the forest we have planted to give
the children climbing exercise. That hun-
dred-acre plot to the l=ft is the play-
ground for girls of 6. Bimllar spaces are
provided for the girls and boys of all
other ages. It 15, we flatter ourselves, the
fincat educational establishment o the
world.” “It ls certalnly magnificent,'” as-
sented the visdtor, “but may I ask where
the school itself is sltuated™ “'Ch, the
school? We've had to spend so much
money on playgrounds that we can't bulld
tha school for five Or six years yet'

A Pendleton newspaper man has for-
warded to The Oregonian the poem re-
prifitel below. "1 have slways contended
that Eastern Oregon could beat the entirs
state in the production of anything—
poetry no exception. Carefully peruse this
communication and then admit that it is
gp to you Weblooters to come anyway
near & duplication.”™ The poem was senl
to the Pendleton Tribune from Pllot Rock:
The Chicago theatsr was burmad just the

other day.
It seemss a8 though some poor sinfars
had thelr penelty to pay.
the houss was bulit In eighty elght the
grate by walls of brick.
the hall fAlled up with gees and smoks
and turned the spectaters alck.
They wans vislting this theater at their very
hearts disaire
the house was erected. &t a very heavy
coet
aod from stx 19 olght - Bundred tves
weye perished there and lost

|

ihome that were not burned to death

were looking very pale

and none of them could speak a word. to
tell the oful tall

The pals-faced and slim actor i» giving
way to 4 man with bulging muscles. San-
dow has opened a physical culture class
for theatrica! people in London, and Bir
Henry Irving has commended the project
very highiy. Now we may icok for some-
tin' doin’ onm the stege. Duel scenes and
wrestling scencs, struggling heroines and
bafMei villsin scenes, death grapples and
meiodrmmatic rushes of the mob will be
worth seeing when professional strong
men éngage in them. We may expect
future biils 10 resd something like this:

Rames and Julles!

Neville Dingbsl, (he strongest actor In the
worlfl, as Romoo—Hase! Hoplits, champlon
femnale welght-lifter, as Jubioeci!

Homeo hangs {rom the balccmy by eme
sand for 30 misutes—Jullet hangs from her
windew by one hasd for 20 minumiza 30111

Special Attraction]!
Om the sopelusion of Lhe first nct Juliet will
meet all comers In & weighi-Lfiing contast

—Romeo anéd Mercuile In & ealth-as-can
WEXFURD JONES.
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