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RUSSIA’S GREAT FIGHTING MACHINE

In Was-Time the Czar Can Put Forth an Army of 7,500,000 Men.

New York San.

HE Russian emplre possesses the

bigpest Oghting machine in the

world 1n the shape of Its army and
pavy, and there ls no other military force
of which the world knows so little
— Ewen the pumarical strength of the
srmy i= largely a matter of cunjectiure.
As nesrly as can Le reckoned. the foroe
svalladde for carrying on the earller
stages of & wot amounts to nearly LMWE.-
0. But In s of national emergency
this force cov!) b ewelisd to about 7.500.-

00 fighting = Uy the calllng out of the
Territorial Reserc: and the Opoichenie, or
M,

This vast army is more than twice as
Jarge as the population of New York
City, more than twi~e awy large =a the
Garman Army, whica, when mobilized,
fa estimated to have a total of I088.000
trained men TUnder the order of October
94, 1ME, the strongth of the United States
Army was fix-d 2t 37 63 men—less than
one-meventisth o that of the Russian,
But Russdn docs not depend upon this
fmmense army alone. She has ome of the
Mggest navies in the world, or, rather,
three dlatinet navies, each with Its sep-
arate organimmticn and separnte base.
One I8 In the Paclfic. a second in the Bal-
te and a third in the Black Sea.

“In many respecta the Russian Army and
Navy differ matertally from the foress of
other powers. Reticenoe s the keynota

of the adminlstfation of both services |

The secrets of both the army and the
RAYy are cirefully concealed, and mo
many things not opsusily hidden by other
nationx, .
Absolute Secrecy Malintained.
For exampie, the allowance of ammuni-
tion for targel practice in the Russian
Navy bas been as large fn the past ywar
or two as that in the American Navy.
Even this fact {» not generally known,
and no outsider can tell whether the re-
cent extrmordinary efforts to bring the

ope servioe or the other at the age of ¥
yegrs. But the recruil is allowsd to chooss
which sorvice he will enter.

It might be supposed that this would
lead to difficuliy, as there might be more
men choosing obe service than wers
needed, and fewer chooaing the other.
Eut this is not s0. The system works well
and helps 10 make the men contanted,

Only the Best Men Retained.

Enlistment is for three years, with the

privilege of re-enlistment only opon con-
dition that the candidate bas been pro-
moted during his term. In this respeat the
Russikn service differs from most other
servicem,

This peculinr provision haz the merit of
nsuring that all the velsrans are picked
men. while soldiers and sallors of only
average quality are ciiminated In Jdue
courna,

The recrult for the naval service 1s
usually received, after passing his phys-
ical examination, st one of the great
Ruswian nawva! bases—Kronstadt, S
Petorsburg, Port Arthur or Viedivostok,
After a brief term in barracks there he
ia sent {0 & wvaining ship, and thence
promoted to s battieship, criuser or other
vessel—the class of ship to which he s
s2nl belng determined by his proficlency,
& pecullar featfire of the Russian servioe.

Ths Russian pavy I modeled very
clostly upon that of England The Russian
army Is modeled on the German. In both
cases the examples chosen ks the best
have been copled to the minutest detall

There Is handly any difference in the
day's routine on Ao Russian and an Eng-
Hsbh man-of-war. The duties of men and
| officers. the messing arrangements, the
stations, the drills, the- regulations—all
~are practically the same.

Discipline = administered under articles
of war formuintad by imperial ukase It
is far stricter than in the British service,
which, agaln, s  far siricter than ibe
American,

Discipline Most Rigid.

All government In Russla Is, of course,
eppentially autocratic, and the apirit 1s no-
where stronger than in the naval and
military services, Yet there ls8 no dis-
content In the Russian army and navy,

nurksmansbhp of the gun crews up o
the highest polnt of efMiclency have been
wuctessful,

The scores are not dvulged, even the
fact that & ship has gone through & course
of target practice in conoeslod The keen
rivalry between ahips, =0 prevalent in the
American Navy, la thus Impossible, and
no Russian vesse] could ever enjoy the |
wide fame of the Alabams, however much
she might deserve It Absoiule #acrocy
is malntained concerning all naval and
military maneuvers

Even casés of Individua] herolsm nre
similarly concegled, except in time of war.
The theory of the service In that EVETY i
man i» equal in all respects to his comrade [
of the same rank. He Is as brave, as
efMcient, and as loyal }

It s comsidered bad for the sorvice to |
sllow the lmwelght to full upon partleu- |
lnr men, however heroleally they may
have actsd And it ts conmiderad to be bad ‘
for the men., too—in which belicf the
Russian administrators show & pretty |
good knowledge of hbuman nature

A sullor muay jump ovorboar? and rescue |
he Capiain from death in shark-infested
waters, or & stoker may dare appalling |
danger to save the life of a comrade in an |
engine-room accident In dus courpe, has
will be rewarded and promoted. and
throughout hig career his superiors will
rememher the deed in his favor, but it will
never becomne publle,

Rewsrds, promotions and distinetions
are announced only in war time or In
cases of very exceptional merit, and EVED
In those cases no reference whatever lw|
made to the occasion of the reward or |
spettial commendation in any published
Teports or ordern

Ne Criticism Allowed. l
No ertticlam of anythlug connected with |
the army or mavy o allowed, even though |
it b of & commendatory nature. No |
officer or enlisted man is permitted o
eriticlse o brother officer or enlisted man,
except In the mriotest Hne of duty.l
Hreaches of this rule are most strictly |
punished, and to it are largely doe the
harmony and good fellowship of the Rus.
sian pervices.
Any public eriticlam af the sorvice or
even of any minor department of its ud-

minlstration, i» sternly prohibited and
hesvily punishod. This rule prevalis, of
eourse, In other services, but s often

more honored In the breach than In the
ohservance. In Russin 1t b0 most falth.
fully observed. The Bampson-Schley Quar-
rel and the Buller controversy would be
equally imposaible there

The Russian naval nd military serv-
Sven am compuisory. elr rule being that
every male of sound physique shail enter

Rowever much thers may be among some
grades of Russian clviliuns,

The reason ia that the man in the en-
lsted ranks lives better, dresses better
and has more money (o spend than the
average peasant of his class in elvil life,
He has profitesd materially by becoming
a soldler er sallor, In which respect he
differs from the enlisted man in most
other servicea,

As for the rigid discipline, It 18 only
what he has always known, The Russlan
petisant s accustomed to the (ron hes!
from infancy.

As a general rule the officern are Iked
by thelr men, and the mere fact that ev-
ery Russian soldler and sallor refers
habdtunally to the Caar ar the Little Fathor
will give forelgners some lden of the In-

tense  Joyalty which pervades the serv-
ices
In the non-commisstoned ranks the

Erades ure about the same as in the Brit-

ish Navy, but the men have less author- |

ity, recelve losa pay and have fower privi-
leges. The pay of p Russian seamun is
only B0 kopecks every ten days, n kopeck
being about Yhree-gquarters of a cent

Nevertheless, the senman’s mess on the
Parclfic and Bultlc statlons compares fa-
vorably even with that on American ahips,
wherg the sallors are sald to he the best
frd In the world The same is measurably
true of the Hlack Sea fepL

The officers’ meeses Wre supported by
fixed contributions from all the ofMicers
Eoconding to thelr rank, sand the British

ldea of gunroom and wardroom messes ig |

cartisd out on the larger Russian ahips
“Well Born"” Men for Officers.

Eligibility for the commissloned ranks
in both services deopends upott birth and
edocational gquallfication. It ls necessary
that candidiutes be well born.

Thelir parents must have been of noble
birth, or members of the guvernment wr
the civil service. or officers In the nrmy
or mavy, or—io quote the worda of the
imperial ukas¢ on the subject—""parsons
of substance, who never kept an open
stare or market.” That Is (o say, the son
of a rich meérchant would be eligible for
a commission, but & trader's son would
not.

In addition to the gqualification of birth

and family, candidates muest have passed
the final examination In the grmnasium,
which is about the squivalent of that for
entrance 10 the higher class of American
unlvermitles, or the final examination of
the best American high schools.

The pay of officers In both services is
practieally nominal That of a fSunlor
Lirutenant In 1.‘? navy is 30 roubles n
month, about §% In American money, as

than on & Russian warship. It has be-
come a proverb in all the ports of the
world visited by nsval vessals.

Bkill in Seamanship.

In point of seamanship the Russian
naval officer compares favornbly with the
officer of any other service. There are
two good reasons {or this.

In the first piace, If not detter aducated,
his education has certainly progressed
further at the time of his entrance Into
the Naval Academy at Kronstadt than
that of elther the English or American
cadet: and. In the second place, he is
under far more effective compulsion io
keep up his studies when aSoat.

Byt mere book l=arning will not take &
lzd far in the Russian serviee. No cadet

I= eligible for promotion to the rank of
| Lisutenant untll! he has mads s trip
|:umund the world In & Russian man-of
war. That is his postgraduate course after
be Jeaves the Naval Academy,

The standard of dlecipiine In the com-
miszioned ranks of both services 1s sim-
fiar to that In the armles and navies of
other natlons, with this striking difference,
that off duty thers are practicslly no dis-
tioctions of rank among the officera.

In the messroom or at the card table,
the junlor Lisutenant does nol defer re-
mpectiuily to the Colonel of his regiment
or to the Captain of his ahip, as he would
do In other serviees. On the contrary, be
Is hall fellow well met with him.

There is o remarkable spirit of brother-
hood in a Russian mess, and ona officer
stands absolutely upon an equallty with
mnother, It is this feature of Russian
military life which most surprises for-
elgn officers when they dine on a Ruos-
slan warship or with & purison meass.

They stare In amagement when they
hear a mere boy of a Lisutenant call his
Colonel by his Christian name, or even
chefl him as he might have chaffed one
of his chums at the Nava! Academy,
‘gtrum distinetions In the commiss=ioned
| ranks are poculiar to the Russian Navy
and form an interesting link with the
pust. A boy entera the service as & naval
cadet, and the ranks to which he may be
promoted are. the following:

Cadet of the navy, junior
Licutenant of the Navy, Captain of the
Navy, Captaln of Corvette, Captaln of
Frigate, Commodare, Vies-Admiral Ad-
miral and Admiral of the Navy.

These ranks are ndopted from the
Eiritish Navy Io the time of Peter the Great
and have remalned unchanged ever since
then. The corvelttes and frigntes disap-
venred long ago, bul the titlea are re-
tained.
| Cossack Contingent.

One branch of the Russlun Army la to-
tally unjike any force possessed by other
civilized powern. It ls, of course. the Cos-
anck levy, which pumbers 42000 men.
Every ablebodied Cossack ls labje to sery-
lee, without it of age

He becomes Hable at 18 and the Habflity
does nol cease 50 long as be I8 able to
ride & borse or carry & gun. But only a
proportion of the Cossacks serve at one
time: The rest have unilmited loave or
belong 10 the reserve.

The Cossack fetls the burden of mill-
tary service more heavily than any other
man In the world. At IS he begine three
yeurs' preparatory service in the jocality
where he dwells,

After that I8 over he s drafted Into
one of the three Cossack bans for 12 years’
service in any part of the empire. He
spends seven years with the colors and
five years with the reserve.

After these 1f yoars of sorvice the vet-
| emn might be supposed to have dons
his duty to the mation. But there is o wiil]
further reserve, which comprises al] able-
bodied Comsacke not included In the other
forces. The veteran has to join this body
and remain In it untll be s enfecbled by
nge,

The men of this Inst ressrve have to
‘ supply and maintain at thelr own expense
thelr horses, arms, clothing and equip-
ment. Thus a highly important sddition
to the Russtun Army is kept up at the
cost of the men themselves,

Lisutenant,

IF JAPAN AND RUSSIA SHOULD CLASH

Fighting Strength of Each Nation on Land as Well as on Sea.

HOULD the Rumisns and Japanese
S clesh in the Far Bast, as scoms ut’

this time 10 be kRlmost Inevitable, the
world will want to know what the huge
foroes are whose impotus will stir the ut-
termost ends of the earth, and that may
not bé atayed until there is & world's war,
extending
Jand.

The Japanese bave had an opportulty to
Ehow their fine mettie more recently than
thelr gigantic opponents in the late China |
War. But the Russin bave mut lost the
admiration of the world, for their Aghting
guelities, as ghown in the Turko-Russian

into even our own peaceful

‘War, and &n the Crmea of a remoter
date,
Asido from all the sublier forces that

Wkl e considered to the mdviutage of
onk or the other of the opponents in sech
& mrife, the soldier and oven the states-
man will bear nothing that doce not ar-
ray for Imspoctiom ahilps, and
gunse

The Japeness navy, all of which is In
mriking distance of the seat of war, ton-
wists of 11 battieshipa, 4 armored crulsers,
17 protected crulsers, 4 unprotectéd cruis
ers, 1 torpedo cruisers, & torpoedo destroy-
e, T torpedo Boats and 3 ships of the
merchint marine, which wre avaliable as
auxiliary crulsers or trunsporis.-

The Japanese land forces comprises S0
officers, M) mon, T guns and W30 |
borses of the regular army; and 11785 oM.
osrs, ML mon, L6 guns, S48 borses
of the erritorial reserve. This Implles a

war footing ut the beginning of hoatill.

and men

Russia’s Navy In the East.
Oppossd to this Oghting foroe, the Rus-
#lans have six firm-class battleships, three |
Brst-class armored crulsers, two Srst-class |
orulsers and one third-class cruiser at |

Yiadivostok: three first-class cruisera, |
two third-cluss crulsers, one frst-
class armored gunboat, and ong
firgt-class gunbomt, two transports,

two third-class torpedo cruisers, and 33
torpedo-boats, at Port Arthur; ome third-
¢lass cruiser and one gunboat in the Gult
of Kwanglung: ose gunboat at Nig
Chwang. ooe first-class armored gunboat
£ Bhangha!, one gunboat at Chemulpo,
Snd one gunboat off the const of Karn.
chatks, Two Dattleships. one frst-class
armored crulser, one tralning abip and
four torpedo-bosts Wre ¢n Toute o the seat
of operations.

The Russian land forces are made up of
000 ofMows, AMOON men and 6,000

| Yanceguard

t leal

| the territorial

horsea of the regulars and TOM0 offcers
and men and &0l horses of the ressrve
While the mobilisation of the Russian
forces have been guarded most Jealousiy
from outmiders, and all forelgners have
been forbidden the use of the Siherian Rall-

way during the past year, it Is known that |

those forces in the Far East at the pres.
ent time consist of the First and Serond
Siberian Army Corpe of SLO0 men, 0,00
Teserve Lroopa, 16000 Cossacks of the firet
levy, 1,000 rullwny and fromtler Eunrds
levy, 10,000 fartress troops, making a total
of 290000 men, to which mukt be added the
Cossacks of tho second and third levies
and the troops which have been brought
from Euorope this psmst Summer.

These troops, too, are merely the ad-
of those which may be
brought AltMough the Trans-Manchurian
and Trans-Siberfan Rallways are still in

| nead of repalrs, it s possibhlé Lo bring re

serves from Europe to any pelnt fn Man-
churis within three weeks

palched along the Trans-Hiderlan road
ibe Russinn troops are inured to fvery

| T rdship, can stand the intense cold of

that Istitude, and are certalnly os fanar-
in their war-makiog us the Jap-
aness,

The Russians admit that Japan cou'd
throw into the fleld at once an effective
foree of more than 2000 men and &0
guns, but do mot teke Into consideration
army, which consists of
over 3000 men and W) gunn Withont
doubt Japan has an effective armed force
of more than €000 rhen on her own terri-
tory,

The Battlefield.

For the past thres months both coun-

triss huve been buslly engaged In mar-

shaling their forces for an immediats and |

efective strike when the cizsh comen
The Russinn troops with all thels equlp-
medt are on the ground which must be
fought. They have only te be marched
across the Manchurian fromtier to oCCUpy
Corea, the disputed terrilory. The Jap-
anese, on the other Rand must be landed
in Coren, by way of the Japanese Bek. or
the Corean Stralt. It will be naturally the
part of Rumis to prevent the landing of
these troops by bringing Into play at ones |
its combioed naval force in these waters

This means that If there s to be o Hus- |
slan-Japaness war. it must be ushered In |
by a decisive navel engasement. Nuval

experts are weil agreed that In such oy |
evant the viclory peomises to fa8l t |
Japan, by reason of the bhetter seaman.

rhip, greater axperience and the efficiency

of its gunners. In this particular, atten-

ton nead only be drawn to the magnifl- |
ecent Sghting qualties shown by the Jap- i
Anese navy la the late Chinese War, when
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| It is said that |
U troop tmins a day oan now be dis-

| powers,

| mosphere of such planets as Jupiter and

y Iand their army In Corea. are the odds In
| their favor or against them?
! The alllad armies before Pekin, during
the Boxer uprising in 189, were enthusias.
tic In thelr praises of the Jupanese con-
tingent: individuals as well ns uniis were
remarkable for thalr good appeamance un.
der arms, tre regularity of thelr move-
| ments, the great mobllity of thelr forma-
tlous, and thatr extraordinary oapacity
for enpduring fatigue. Thelr milltary in-
rtruction is according o the German code.
Perhaps the most sttractiva features of
the Japanese organizatiohs are thoir com-
missary, sanitary and hospital depart-
ments, which under the trying days be-
fore Pekin showed them to be on the
highest plane of efficlency as compared
with the European armies, partcularly
the Russians

The weak polnt of Japan, espechmity e
orating against Russta, will be her cav.

HANDSOME
EXHIBIT OF
MODERN

- OFFICE
FURNITURE

IN OUR CORNER WINDOW WE ARE NOW EXHIBITING A HANDSOME COLLEC-
TION OF MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE. IF YOU WANT TO HAVE A COM-
FORTABLE, UP-TO-DATE OFFICE, IT WILL BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE TO LET
US SHOW YOU THE LATEST DESIGNS IN FURNITURE FOR THE OFFICE

— = ———— = ——— = ———
ROLL TOP AND FLAT TOP DESKS
To have a comfortable office means to take away one-half of the cares of business. It is our especial cars to provide
desks that will give comfort for the busy man. Komwmmnuoﬂuwbevaha“mﬂmwthidmmd
barmonize with the surroundings. Aﬂmrhudmﬂiﬁomofdnhtmmﬂ:ehwt—pﬂudtothohm grade of mahogany,
Ea.nd.lcme'duksﬁMﬂthmmodmmmhmMﬂ:ﬁmo&udwmmmW. Let us put a new
one in your office.
AS LOW AS $22.00
| — — — ——— —— — — —— — ——
OFFICE TABLES AND CHAIRS
Inthsmodmoﬁcemnchamwhpmwmfmm Goodhpmhmmdm-amwemdwin
business. The day of shabby offices for successful men has long since passed. Doesn’t your office need a new table or chairs. We
hanhndmenudﬂknahzoldanmdwutbmﬂmmmr modern offices. We carry a number of handsome
mhrymdwingehn‘rgi.ndlﬂmntmdu of golden oak. Let us show yon how to be comfortable,
STERLING LEATHER OFFICE FURNITURE

Handsome leather furniturs is particularly adapted to banks, corporation offices and professional offices. It possesses
adignjtyofitsmndﬂnnenhmmit&mmudinp. We are well prepared to furnish the handsomest offices, for we have
a complete line of fine leather arm chairs, rockers and lonnges. All of our leather furniture carries an absoluts guarantes that's

worth while. We guarantes the mmm'mmmmthelnahsragﬁnnmmﬂuorpomn‘. In fact, we insure it to
wear. The guarintes goes Wwith the furniture.

MISSION FURNITURE R T
— —— ! = ;‘ - !;‘é )
We have been obliged to disappoint & num- T_ l | ! l__T_ i é;-_. i -

ber of our customers who wanted *‘Mission t
Furniture'' for the holidays. Many of them
preferred to wait until our new designs ar-

.

rived. For their benefit we are glad to an- | l ° o ! F |
nounce the arrival of some handsome pat- 2 S

terps in "‘Quaint Furniture,"" made on the | 3 =

purest ‘‘Mission’" lines. Rockers, Arm Chairs, ° ’

Morris Chairs, Tables and Stools, in weathered 3 > -

and fumed oak. They won't last long. L

alry, which s numerically inalgnifcant:
the horses are small and badly tralned:
thy men are poor riders, In (he feld, the
cavairy has heretofors shown Ntite inltla
tive, does not screen the ndvance or guard
i the flanks of their Infantry, but seems to
| hover to the rear, and is altogether of an
inferior guality. Japan's artiliery, while
| well traloed, and possesaing modern guns,
s greatly hampered in 1ts mobility by the
| Inforlority of its horsen
On the other hand, the Cosmack cavalry
is the strongest feature of the Russian
| &rmy. Thelr artillery is also excellently
| horsad,
| To sum up, In the event of a war be-
| tween Russia and Japan, the advantages
| to Russis will be In an overwhelming pre-
| ponderance of men, a most effective cav-
alry for scouting and follow-up purposes,
| & moblie artlilery. aod a climate to which
| the mea are accustomed. Japan's advan-

| tages will be In the sturdiness of Infantry,
greater personal intelligences of the force,
and their superior mobility in the feld.
All soch plans may, of course, he
discountsd and rendered futile by the in-
| Yelvement of one or more of the European

—_——m

Heat of the Planets.
Owing to the high gravitation, the at-

Saturn is very dense. and 80 loaded with
opaque particies that we cannot see

through It to the body of the planet
within

retalned in a large world thas in s

=mall ane. Thus for the purposs of Iif
on thess =

SPECIAL SALES TABLE IN DRAPERY DEPARTMENT

For the convenience of our customers we have established a ‘‘Bpecial Sales Table'’
that table we shall place all our remnants of drapery and upholstary fabrics marked at
will repay those in search of remnants for sofa pillow covers, chair covers, ste.

in our Drapery Department. On
bargain prices. A look at these goods

|

LIBRARY FURNITURE

The library is essentially a room of eass
and comfort. No pains should be spared in
furnishing this room, and every piece of fur-
niture shonld be sslected with a view of har-
mony. We make a specialty of madium and
high-grade library furniture, the kind that
wears for years. Arm Chairs, Rockers, Read-
ing Tables, Desks, Book Cases, Combination
Bookcmingofdenmwmmm
mahogany. Sterling Leather Rockers, Arm
Chairs and Lounges. If you want comfort,
combined with good our furniture will
appeal to you. i
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