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FICTITIOUS HISTORY.

OGeneral H, V. Boynton has donse our
day and generation tmportapt service
by expoming the innecurncy of many go-
called “historians of the Clvll War”
His latest article 1= devoted 1o exposing
the numerous errore of fuct iIn Profes-
sor Guy Carleton Lee’s "True History
of the Civil War” General Boymton
says that the Natlonal Government,
baving published at great cost the com-
plete officlal records of the Civil War,
both Union and Confedernte, and hav-
ing placed these records, all properily
classified and indexed, in all the large
libraries of every state, there s no ex-
cuse for mis-statements of the essen-
tial facts of any campaign. Neverthe-
lems, authors and publishers persist in
eIToNecus stizementa after thesy have
been polnted out and the authority for
corrections given. The only war his-
tories worth reading are those that
bBave been written by eminent soldlers
an both gldes who pariiclputed in the
Ereat eampaigns whose story they re-
Iate, or by men who have faithfully
siudied the ofMcial records, hoth Union
and Confederate, published by our Gov-
ermment.

The greatest sinners ngalnst truth in
telling the story of the Civil War are
those who have written what are called
“historical novels” concerning  this
Ereatl e¢pisode in cur Nationa! life. The

late Stephen Crane's “Red Badze of
Couragr™ was one of the worst books
of this sort, No Unilon or Confederate
soldler who ever read this book can
recognize bin “soldier™ or one of his
“batties” ax legitimate. Crane's por-

frajture of an Americin soldier In bat-
tle reads MHke n handful of pages torn

out of Zola's description of the Frenech
soldlery at the battls of Scdan In “The
Debacie.” Churchill's *“Crisis™ Is an-
other absurd pleture of our Civil War
fn which Graont, Bherman and Lincoln
are made the parti-colored tall to the
kite of a cheap love story. It is nearly
forty years sitice the Civll War closed,
and out of the vast number of so-called
novels that have been based on that
struggle ol one really good book han
been written

The so-called historles, save when
they have been written by soldierly
men who participated In that great

Struggie or by soldierly men who have |

#ince studled carefully the ofcial rec.
orlds, are comparatively worthless
Even Jobu Fiske's lectures on the Civil
War are misieading, for he had no taste
for such work and he did not qoickly
apprehend milliary sclence. He found
fanit with General Halleek for ordering
McClellan from Harrison's Landing on
the James to Washington to Join Gen-
eral Pope when It was mbout the anly
wise thing that Halleck over did. Lee,
with B0 men, was moving on Wash-
ingwon to crush Pope, who had about
BN, Pope could nHot b ordered to
Joln MeClellan, and if MeClellan @14 not
relnforce Pope, Les would bave crushed
him and captured Washington, and vet
Jobn Fiske thought Halleck had blun-
dered. Scribner's “Campalgns of- the
Civll War,” “The Century War His-
tory.™ the “Memolrs” of Generals
Grant, Shermun, Sheridan, Schofield
and Cox, and the “Memoira” of Joe
Jubhnston, JHood, Beawregnid and Long.
streel, are books of the highest vaiue
because they were written by men of
veracity and military intelilgegee. “The
entury War History" iIncludes the
tehes of most important campaigns
by Geperals Fiiz John Porter, Hum.
Phreyn, Siocum. Howard, and by Con-
federate Generals D, H. HIll, E M. Law
and many others. All the ahle and in-
telllgen: milllary testimony on both
mides bas therefore been guthered up.
All other books aré comparative rub-
bish, evel: whea written by intelligent
forelgn soldlers, like Lord Wolseley and
Colonel Honderson, of the British Army,
for bolh of these men are 50 full of ob-
“sinale prefodics aguinst the Unlon
cause that they are totally unfitted for
the work of an impartial historian.
Anybody who has ever read Long-
wireet’s description of Stonewsall Jack-
#en’s blunders, by which be robbed Lee
of the frults of his victory over MecClel-
Jan In the Peninsular campalgn, wiil

most cases he knowe litile outside the
work of his own company. A corps
commander or an Important staff offi-
cer, riding about the fleld, of course
hus an extended vislon of the battle
sometimes, but the line officers and en-
listed men know little or nothing of the
battle except what is done by their own
regiment, so whether the veteran was
there or not, he, Iike all of s, must go
bsck to records to know much about a
Ereat battle or campalign. Major-Gen-
eral John Gibbon, who commanded the
Seocond Corps at Gettysburg, more than
once said that of his own personal sight
and knowledge he knew llttls about the
battie outside of the work of his own
corps.

INTELLECTUAL SUPERIORITY AND
HEREDITY.

The unvelling of & monument to the
poet Shalley in Beptember last at Via.
reggio, Italy, where he was drowned
in 1532, has naturally prompted 2 fresh
discussion of his poetic genfus, and the
Eeneral consensus of intelligent oritics
conflrms the judgment of Macaulay,
uttered ten years after Shelley's death,
that he was the greatest English poet
of his century. When Macaulay uttersd
this he stood almost alone, for at that
time Tom Moore wias ranked with By-
ron, and Shelley, outside of a very fow
admirers, was almost unknown. This
was due to the fact that Shelley was
hated and despleed a8 a radical in poll-
tios, an athelst in religion, & man of
toose notions regarding the permanence
of the marriage tle. Todey Shelley as
A poet ls recopnized as superior to all ping-
ers of his century in ideallty, in music
and In lmportance, in thin, that he was
the poet of the future, the prophet of
his time. Al the Victorian: poets of
note fed on Shelley, yet none of them,
not ¢ven Tennyson, approached him in
his !maginative originality and power
ar In the music of his verse.

To sclentlsts who endeavor to explain
men of extraordinary intellectual su-
periority Shelley W a puszle. His pa-
ternal and materoal ancestors furnish
no suggestion of any strain of poetic
gilts; they furnish no clew to his radi-
calism, his phllanthropic temper, which
rose to the level of pussionate humani.
tarlanism. The only able man among
his forbears was his grandfather, who
was bormn {n Newark, N. J., and was a
bandsome man, bold and successful in
buriness, who married two helresses
and mude n large fortune He was a
manof morose, imperious, despotic tem-
per, who led a solitary life during his
last years, hating everybody and was
most cordially hited. This hard, abile,
penurious, enterprising British-Ameri-
can man of affairs does not suggest a
singie tralt exhibited by his famous
grandson, who cared nothing for money
but cared & great deal about the wel-
fare of his fellow-men who were in
poverty and distress, and was an enthu-
slastlc evangellst of the gospel of com-
plete poiltical, social and religions free-
dom. This stern old grandfather was a
Tory of the bitterest and most bigoted
quality, and so was his son, the father
of the poel., The poel's father was a
man of no abliity whatever, and his
mother was memorable for nothing In
particular save her beauty.

Shelley’s father lived on the fortune
the able old Bir Bysshe Shelley had
made, and wos the most mediocre and
narrow-minded of English country
equires. And out of this unpromising
conservative soll came this great poet,
this famous English radical and delst,
All the home education of the boy, all

4 his environment, all his ties of seif.

interest, naturally bound him to the
ianded gentry of England, and yet at 18
he tramples all these tles under foot
and with that Inflexible, resolute inde-
pendence of charsoter which marked”
his whaole career turned his back for life
on all his heredilary ties of family,
caste and class. That such a son should
have suddenly come out of a Tory an-
cestry of two generatlons must have
enraged and astonished Shelley’'s father,
who as a dull mediocrity deemed his
=n’s poetic genjus as & kind of mad.
ness= What aold Sir Timothy Bhelley
could not explain sclence cannot. Sel-
ehite can point out superticial reproduc-
tions of physique, of temper, but scl-
ence s baffled when it undertakes to
find the glimmerings of genius in the
| torbears of men of great Intellectual or
Ir;-irltl.m.l Fifis. It Is pometimes pre-
tended thnt while men of great parts
oftenhave medlocre fathers, thelr moth-
ers are slways women of superior men.
tal endowments,

It would be difficult to establish this
For every case where a very superior
man has had a superior mother other
instances can be guoted where the
father and mothér, as In the case of
| Ehelley, were bhoth mediocre. Willlam
| the Conqueror's mother was a poor, Ig-
|nonm:, commonplace peasant girl, o
{ wash gir], doing her work by the drook-
| side, where she altracted the notice of
the Duke of Normandy., The parents
of Edmund Kean, the greatest genlus
that ever trod the Engilsh stage, were
a couple of strolling actors of no ab#fl-
ity or character. The parents of Lord
Clive were utter mediooritics, and
where this man obtained his peniua for
indomitable leadership in war, his un-
quulling personal and professional cour-
ape, nobody can tell; the explanation
+ does not Ne along his lines of descent,
and yet this constitutional courage
showed {tself In his early boyhood. Ad.
miral Nelson, the Napaieon of marine
warfare, was the son of an Insignifi-
cant country curate; be is another of
the men whose genlus is not foreshad.
owed by any of his forbears. It is true
that Alexander was the child of a great
soldier, as was Hannibal bot Jullus
Caesar, the greatost man of antiguity,
did rot come of an Mustricus sire.

The grestest King that ever sat on
the English throne, Edward 1, was the
son of a very weak father, and Edward
Il was the son of the wretched EA4-
ward 11, while the famous Biack Prince
was the father of the worihisss Rich-
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or Poe that dimly suggests the pecullar
kind of genius that these men pos-
sessed. There was no poetic taste or
literary aptitude exhibited by any of
the ancestors of Shaksspeare, but from
the heredity point of view he ia not
more insxplicable than Shelley, who In
heart, brain, soul, ambition and temper
was as far apart from either his father
or grandfather as it was possible for a
WAN to be. He was absolutely antag.
onistic to all the traditions of his fam-
ily, and so much the traltor to his class
and caste that you might suspect soma
night-iripping falry had changed him
In the cradle for the child of a radical
neighbor. The superiority of Lincoln
equally sludes explanation on lines of
heredity, and so does the superiority of
Patrick Henry, Alexander Hamlliton
and Henry Clay.
e ——

TEACHING GOOD MANNEES.

The Superintendent of Public Instruc.
tion has been solicited by Alexander M.
Jess, of Josephine County, that “the
rules of etiquette be taught,” and adds
that parents fail “to teach thair chil-
dren good manners because they were
not instructed In such matters when
they were young.” Superintendent Ack-
erman has repiied that courtesy to each
other and to older persons can be
tanght the school children as occasion
may require, without anything more
formal than oral Instruction. The cor-
respondent of Mr, Ackerman need not
worry about etlqueite, which s not
necessarily good manners, Etiquette is
& thing of arblirary, transient, chang.
Ing quallty, but good manners In publie
and private are always enduring be-
cause they rest upon good sense and
good feellng, They date really from the
golden rule, under which considerate
persons treat thelr fellow-men, high
and low, as they would wish to by
trented,

There is & good deal of bad deport=
ment in public, perpetrated by men and

women who are quite famillar wit
what is termed fashionable etiquette
which Is a thing of comparatively smal
consequence compared with a breach o
£90d mapnerw, which dates from systems
atlc selfichness in lgnoring the public
rights and comfort of their fellows.
To illustrate: Whether & man removs
his hat from his head in an elevator
when & woman entera the cage and)
stand reverently barehesded until the
woman [eaves it iz purely a matter of
arbitrary etiguette; it I8 of no sort of
practical consequence. There s really
no more sound resson why o man
should remove his hat when a woman:
enters an elevator than there Is for re.
moving i when a woman enters an
omnlbus. But if & man In the close,
confined quarters of an elevator should
Jostie and crowd the Inmates of the
cage necdlessly, he would be gullty of a
breach of good manners, or If he should
whistle furiousiy threadbars tunes
which he may or may not have Invented
he shows a selfish disregard for the
comfort of his fellow-men that would
be a breach of good manners.

The man who, through ignorance or
design, never gives the “right of way"
in the street or on a stairway or in
opening the swinging doors of the post-
office, or & dbank or publie building, Is
Fulity of a breach of good mannara A
man who swings his umbreila or his
cane as he walks In the street, compel-
ling people who walk In his vicinity to
keop outside the circle of his whirling
stick, Is gulity of a breach of good man-
ners, and so is the man who carries his
umbreila under his arm, projecting be-
hind him at an angle of 45 degrees, be-
cause In the darkness any person who
should slip and fall forward would suf-
fer the loss of an eye, even If the um-
breiln stick did not penetrate to his
brain. The man who tries to appropri-
ste another man's place in line at the
postaffice window, at the bank window
or at the theater ticke! window Is a
very bad-mannered fellow, and gener-
&lly a coward as well as a boor, because
he relles upon the natural reluctance
of a decent man to become {nvolved iIn
& nolsy altercation !n & public place.
The man whe stands at the corner of
the street and from news-stands and
cigar stores, with a cold, hard stare or
a foul grin, ogling women who do not
Invite his gase but seek 1o avold i, is
of course the worst of all public boors,
but he belongs 1o the list of Incurables:
be is a hog from the ground up, and
never will be anything eise. Then there
Is the man who, while In line at one of
the banks, smoked a cigarette furiousty,
despite the fact that the volume of
his smoke rolled over his shoulder into
the face of a fine old Iady who stood
behind him, while his running mate it
his pipe and puffed it beside her.

In view of these conspicuous outragea
upen ordinary good manners In public
by persons who are probably not Ig-
norant of “the etiquette™ of & baliroom,
It looks as if ignorance or violation of
good manners that date from good
sense and goad feeling s the crying evil
rather than Ignorance of “etiquette”
Abraham Lincoln at the day of his
death did not know half ay much about
the “rules of etiquetts™ as any cheap
dude or dancing master, but he was
past master of that kind of good man-
pere that rest for thelr justificstion on
good senss and good feellng., He be.
lleved in absolute respect for the public
and private rights of all persons, high
or low, Gentile or Jew, black or white,
bond or free; and becauss ha did his

to work off religious ferver in bodily

The wisdom of the methods that were
taken by sundry good oltizens to purge
the good name of their community of
the scandal that has shocked and vexed
it 80 sorely may, nevertheless, be grave-
ly doubted. Ths tar-and-fexther rem-
edy, {f remedy It can be called, for a
social evil belongs distinctly to an un-
reasoning past—an unenlightenad era.
It hoida the snme relation toward crime
of the unpunishable type that the
charivarl holds toward “fun'™ of the
blackguard or vulgar type. Both belong
to an era whereln men on the frontler
line, beyond the restrictions of the mi-
nor but still essential rules that govern
elvilized communities, were a law unto
themselves In everything short of mur-
der, and even In this extremity were
prone to take the law into their own
hands.

Here we have an example of a num-
ber of persons wrought up by their
own smotions and the ungoverned emo-
tions of others, losing all sense of pro-
priety, trenching heavily upon common
decency, casting personal dignity to the
winds and In various ways deporting
tbemaelves as fools of the first magni-
tude. They call thelr frenzy “religion,™
and In tts neme clalm immunity from
the unwritten soclal law that requires
persons in a clvilized community to con-
duct themselves in an orderly manner.
The truth is that the leaders have be-
come skilled in the art of playing upon
the emotions of weak and susceptible
creatyres whom they can Induce to
listen fo them, and these—thelr dupes—
soon abahdon entirely the essential vir-
tue of sslf-control, Shoutingz and
groanings &nY embraces and rolling
upcen the grognd follow, and another
unseemly burden !» lald upon the bowed
in of their fellow-
ascandalized, en-
detarmingtion 10 ex.
folly among
a tar bucket and a
proceed to do thelr

one
on another is visited
by these law-andiorder men upon the
men whose disregard of personal dig-
nity and ordinary social rules haa
aroused them to viftuous wrath, This
they call punishmeni, and it is laid on
unsparingly in the name of just ret-
ribution. Here, also, o heavy léss is
scored against self-control, and the
community, In a restricted sense, takes
a staggering backward step toward
barbarism.,

It is clear that nothing can be galned
by reprisal of this kind. May we not
go farther and say that a community is
scarcely less disgraced by the Infliction
of punishment of which tar and feath-
¢rs are the elements and “prominent
citizens” the Inatruments, than by the
folly, In Its weaker members, which It
first vociferously upbralds and then
secks to cast out with the tar brush
or stamp out by a decres of banish-
ment? Is not self-control a good thing
in any case? And can the lack of it
be supplied by further lack of the pems
easential virtue? Can like always be
depended upon to cure like?

ME. WEBSTER'S BUGGY.

On the 15th day of June, 1903—the an-
niversary of Waterloo—Private Yager,
of Troop A, Beventh Cavalry, was en-
gaged with other cavalrymen In
tactical exercises near Camp George
H. Thomas, Georgia. In the prog-
ress of thp drills it became neces-
sary for one party to simulate retreat,
and Private Yager, leading six horses,
entered into the spirit of the game with
true American thoroughness, and he
galloped down the La Fayette road.
AL the same moment on the same road
J. W. Webster, an estimable citizen of
Rockspring, Ga., was quletly driving In
his buggy. Private Tager, in full re-
treal from a formidable lmaginary en-
emy, did not observe the presence of
the buggy until one of his horses col-
lded with it very violently and dam-
aged the wvehicle by smashing two
spokes and springing an axietree.

Mr. Webster sent his damaged buggy
to Chatianooga for repalr, and was
rendered a bill for 36. Privata Yager
returned 1o camp and duly reported the
accident. Colonel Morton, commanding
the Seventh Cavalry, thereupon wrote
to Mr. Webster and made Inguiries
about the Injured buggy, which was to
atitaln a Natlonal fame, although s
modest Georgla owner little suspected
such a possibility. In an admirable jet-
ter, every word sloguent of the sterling
honeaty of the writer, Mr. Webster re-
piled. In full his jetter was as follows:

Bockspring, Oa, June 29, 1903 —Dear Bir:
Your letter to hand and contents noted. 1
meeded my bUpEy and had it repaired. Very
much obliged to you for looking after the
matter, but as you could not Bx the rubber

J. W. WEBSTER.

3A U'.?IF!‘H"‘ S

10, 1908

The matter wes then “respectfully
forwarded” from Governor's Island to
the Adjutunt-General of the Army,
The Adjutani-General of the Army “re.
spectfully referred” the guestion to the
Quartermaster-General. The Qoarter-
master-General of the Army returned
the documents to the Secratary of War,
recommending that the claim be trans-
mitted for action of Congress. The Sec-
retary of War forwanded the corre-
spondence to the Speaksr of the House
of Representatives, and the last stage
reached by the clalm up to the present
is shown by the following minute:

Dac. 18, WG—Referred to the committes
on clalms and ordered to be printed.

The printed copy of these documents
fs & very creditable plece of work.

— |

THE BATTLE WITH CONSUMPTION.

No general reader can fall to have no.
ticed what serious attention Is now
given to the cause, prevention and
cure of consumption. The causes as
well as the possibliities of preventlon
and cure are better understood than
ever before, and most Important factors
in the campaign against the dread foe
ere an aroussd and Informed public
opiplon and a greater popular intelll
gence.

It continues to be & widespread pop-
ular fallaey that consumption is hered-
Itary; ard with this goes too frequently
the tacl: assumption that those who do
not “inherit” the disease are in little or
no danger of contructing It, whereas
the facts are, on the one hand, that
consumption Is not hereditary, and that,
on the other hand, so ope i immune,
It is a fact that the children of con-
sumptive parents or ancestry are mors
liable, offer a better nidus for the germ;
fre, so to speak, predisposed to the dis-
ense. They are warned, therefore, to
take particular pains against infection,
and even more emphatically to neglect
no measure of intelligent hygiene look-
ing to the establishment and mainte-
nance of health,

It s g fact that those whose familiea
are not sald to be consumptive are In a
general way less llable to the dsease,
But this s true only In a general way;
for an individoal of healthy stock may
succumb to the disease If Infected while
“run down" or unsble to “‘resist" dis-.
ease, The facts of fundamenta! lmpor-
tance appear to be that probably every
one ls exposed to Infection all the time;
and that a thoroughly sound system is
a capital germ-killer.

The !Immediate cause of consumption
is infectlon of the jungs by a well-
known and ijdentifiable bactllus. This
baclilus cannot leave & wet substance
or surface, but may be breathed into
the lungs when dry enough to float In
the air. The eampalgn for the preven-
tion of consumption |s fought thersfore
upon two main lines:

Firat—To diminish the infection of the alr.

Second—To render pedple an Individuals
lesn Habie.

The first i= a campalgn for sanitary
improvementa. So also |s the second, In
8o far as sanitary Improvementa affect
general health. But the second ls also
s campaign for personal hyglene and
eeif-control. It s of great importance
to reduce the Infeotion of the alr inside
of bulldings and closed vehicles. This
means a “war to the knife™ agairst
“apitting on the floor.” It means sys-
tematle disinfectlon of sleeping-cars
and other passenger coaches, and of
street-cars, It involves the education
of the peopls In proper ventllation of
dwelling-houses,

People suppose that they know what
fresh air s, but usually they do not
know at all. Alr may be too cold or too
damp, but never too fresh; and hardly
teo cold or too damp except for very
sensitive people—made sensitive, per-
haps, for lack of fresh alr. The reduc-
tion of infection, finaily, involves un-
remitting efforts upon the part of phy-
siclans and others concerned to prevent
known consumptives from spreading
the disease through negiect to dispose
of the sputum In sanitary ways, or
through similar sorts of carelessness,

Not least of all the factors Involved
in & succeasful preventive campaign |a
the Importance of all measures that
will facilitate early diagnosis. To this
end It would be well If health depart.
méents could accord free microscople ex-
aminatlon of suspected sputym. These
are some of the measures constituting
whatl are more specifically thought of
as preventive of consumption. But cer-
tainly of even greater Importance are
all measures—hygienic, sanitary, moral
&nd religious—thet make for sound
health and germ-destructive systems.
In an address by Dr. Henry D. Holton
befare the American Congress on Tu-
berculosis In be inquires: What
means shall be adopted to prevent this
continnal infection of the human fam-
fiy™ He answers:

First in importance I» the sducation of the
masses in batter methods of living; this i
the foundstlon upen whish to rear the fab-
ric of prevention. They must be made to
appreciate fully the necemsity of clean, well-
ventilated homes, with perfect hygienic sur-
roundings; o Bave plain, properly cooked

tends 1o reduce Titallly,

The value of life-saving stations at
exposed points on the coast line has
been 50 often and so fully demonstrated
that there is no room for argument upon
the score of possible need when an ex-
tension of the Hfe-saving service to
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A custom that had been observed for
more than 40 years by the English royal
family was quletly permitted to elapse
this year. Ever since the death of the
Prince Consort, until the last anntver-
sary of that event, memorial services
bave been heid December 14 in the
chapel of Frymore, which every mem-
ber of the large family was required to
attend, dressed In deep mourning. It

much-lamented Prince, and it Is but
natural to suppose that even his chll-
! came to take little interest In
the observance of a funeral occaslon,
of the origina! of which they retalned
but & faint memory. The discontinu-
ance of the custom shown the practical
turn of King BEdward's mind In con-
trast with the morbid grief of Queen
Victoria, which ahe sedulously fed with
the belief that hers was the greatest be-
reavement that had ever been suffered.
Even the Queen's most gifted daughter,
Princeas Alice, called her mother's loss
“unique,” and upsn thia basis as well
&s upon that of fllsl affection, gave her
unbounded sympathy, whereas, in truth
loss by death != one of the commonest
vicissitudea of life. The custom of dark-
ening the present with unavailing grief
for an event, of the past may, with great
propriety, be discontinued, whether it
shadows the palace of Kings or the
humble abode of the laborer.

Among rmecent deaths is that of
Father Deshon, who gradusted second
in the class of 1843 at West Point, the
cluss of General Grant, who expectsd
him to make n notabls mark In the
Army. He was for ten yvars an offi-
cer In the regular Army service, but
left it to study for the priesthood. He
was ordained in 1355 and began mission
work with the Redemptorists. He re-
mained with that order antil he founded
the congregation of St Paul the
Apostie, also for mlasion work. At the
time of his death Father Deshon was
superior-general of the Paulist Fathers.
Father Deshon bulit the Church of St
Vincent de Paul at Columbus avenus
and Sixtieth street, New York City, one
of the great institutional churches of
New Yorlc Father Deshon s not the
only graduats of West Point who l=ft
the Army for the church. General Le-
onidas Polk, & graduate of West Point,
Ieft the Army for the church, became
a bishop of the Episcopal Church, re-
turned to the Army at the cuthbreak of
the Civil War, and was killsd at Pine
Mountaln, Ga, by a shell fram one of
Sherman's batteries during the Atlanta
campaign. General Pendleton, Lee's
Chief of Artillery, was a2 West Polnt
graduste who had become a clergyman.,

It will not allay the fears of timid
travelers to read that elght traln crews
on a Chicago rallroad ran by a danger
signal without heeding It. The test
with an unlighted semaphore, with the
result abova stated, shows to what ex-
tent famillarity with danger creates &
reckless dlsregard for it. The name of
the company making the test is for ob-
vious reasons omitted, and the travel-
Ing public wiil be slow to belleve that
all rajirond systems are operated by
such lax methods as would admit of the
posaibility of such wholesale lack of
caytion. The fear of discharge alone
should have caussd the engineers and
firemen who rushed past the unlighted
semaphore with the same degree of con-
fidence they would have exhibited In
passing a safety light to show more
regard for the safety of the passengers
behind them. The blame in the case In
polnt seems to rest largely with the
management, who falled to enforce obe-
dlence to orders.

———

United States Senator Hoar has al-
ways been deseribed as one of the poor
Senators, & man who Is obliged to live
frugally and write magazine articles to
eke out his Congressional salary. The
late wife of Senator Hoar, however,
would seem t0 have been a rich woman,
and by her will he gets the income of
the real and personal property after
certain legacles are.pald. The income
of the property, at the death of Senator
Hoar, goes to the daughter, Miss Mary
Hoar, and st her death these beguests
take effect: Clark University, $30,000:
Americen Unitarian Association, $i5,-
000; Temporary Home and Day Nursery
of Worcester, 35000, The bequests pay-
able now are: Five thousand dollars to
Worcestsr Polytechnle lufutute-. $2000
to Zoe L. Bhippen, wife of the Rev.
R, R Bhippen, of Brocktan, and $2000
to the Rev, Edward Everett Hale.
Other baquests are made to grandehll.
dren and servants,

e —————————————

The recent death of Parke Godwin
in bis ESth year recalls the fact that
bis permanent fame will Test on (he
ndmirable ‘“Political Essays™ contrib-
uted by him to Putnam's Monthly In
1854-58, during the famous Kansas and
Nebrasks struggle. These sssnys were
subsequently Issued In bhook form, and
are an American political ciassic be-
canse of their admirabla power and
beauty of literary expression. When
Mr., Godwin wrote thess saways George
Willlam Curtis, Henry Ward Beechsr
and Theodors Parker published notable
antl-alavery speeches, but as a master
of IMtérary expreasion Godwin was
easily first, and his work will be long-
est réad because It i the best llerature.

Er——————

The Canadian Commissioner of Immi.
gration recently reporied that up to Oc-
tober 1. 123 141 immigrants settled In
Manitoba alone this year, more than
double the number of Incomers during
the same period last year. In Manl.
toba anljome the Immigrants from the
Unijed Siates have increassd to 41,000
in 1903, as compared with 33,000 In 1842,
| There s still at the disposal of the gov-
ernment and other land agencles In the
territories of Assinibola, Alberis, Sas-
katchewan nnd Athabasca 357,419,000

s gty i

Is a “cheap Utile Jup,
That aught 1o bo barred from our shore™

The Juckivst thing about a “Boy bandit™

g

War t» now Inevitable. The Cear has
cabled Richard Harding Davis, asking
what date he would prefer for the com-~
meacement of hostilities.

War Is in the atr. Japan hax APUTO-
printed $10.000.000 for use againet Hyssia,
and our Governmént has appropristed
50,00 for use agninst the boll weovil

Bhelley's cloud that trought “fresh
showers to thirsting flowers” s not a
marker to the war cloud that brings fresh
boose to the thirsting crews that man
the Oriental newspapers,

The Panama Canal, according to Mr.
James J. HINL, Is to be an excellent thing
for the man whd® lkes bananas, For a
while we feared that Mr, HIll would speak
slightingly of thie great Nativual project.

Herrick sings of
Two ayes

Which stariike sparkie in thelr skies.

It's pretty tough luck when an officer
loses tha “star-like oyes” and the real
star as well

——

In S8an Francisco an Englishman, after
a kiss from a telephone girl, left a note
saying, “To hell with Russia" and com=
mitted guicide. o evidently d Rus-
sia to grected as warmly as he had
beon

Everyone was shocked at the story from
San Francleco that & woman bad placed
ber infant grandson on a hot stove to
“gorrect his bad hablts.” And “every one™
includens thome who belleve that God sends
many infanis to an everlasting hell

Boston's School Directors are endeavor-
Ing o break thelr teachers of the zum
habit Sinece It ia evident that nothing
tan prevent lovely woman from triturat-
g gum, the directors zhould turn thely
efforts to having the teachers show the
girls in thelr classes how to chew zrace-
fully. Lessons In the art would be
popular, and it is of more practionl valaoa
for & girl 10 be able to manage a quid
siilfully than to have the power of dis-
fignring white paper with so-callad
tketches,

Some wag once sald that the best edle
torials written for the papors of Arizons
wWere those In the New York Bun. At any
rate, it shows taste to get one’s editorisly
from that shining source, but the Van-
couver (B. C) Provinca apparently pre-
fors to awipe & package of the breakfast
food editortals used by the Kansaa City
World—-thoss kind chopped up into’ lines
and often single words, the binding verb
being left out of many of the dessioated
sentonces, It s mot & bad way to Eet
editarials, of ecourse, and a World is no
doubt sufficlently greater than a Provinge
to ignores the omisaion of credit lines,

Vertical writing f& now an sbsoluto ne-
cesnity if a child ia to pass the oighth-
grade examinations. Why not btox the
compass in writing?

\

We used to write slantindicularly, like
the line on the right. Now we write por-
pendicularly, like the Une in the middle.
Having tried this long enough, let us
write for the next few years with a
buckward slant, iike the line on the left
By carrying out this system of swinging
round the circls, who knows but that we
may in time have children trained to such
a piteh that they can write upside down.

Walla Walla !5 engaged In discussing
the Bible. This Is a very worthy subject
for discusston, and Walls Walla 18 to ba
commendesd for choosing I, mather than
the already threadbare canal question.
The editor of the Union commended a de-
cision to have the Bible read in the publle
schools, and stralghtway recelved a two-
column letter declaring that the Bible
was so deflied with obzcenity as to render
It unfit to be placed In the hands of the
young. The writer of the Jetter also
say® that as Bteratore the Bibla Is in-
ferior o that of modern France or Eng-
jand., Thers are, of course, passages In
the Bible that one would not select &a o
lesson for childrenn. Theore are medical
works of which the same Is trus. To call
either class of presuges obscene s foollsh.

The pleasant hahblt many play-goers
have acquired of putting on wraps and
otherwise makiog a5 much bustle 33 pos-
aibls defore Lha curtaln fulls, Is too desply
moted to be overcome by mere nowspaper
remonstrance. The Dalles Chronlele aaks,
“When will the practicé come to an end ™’
VWhen will the water ctase running past
The Dailea? Remonstrance ls useless, but
there ia & remedy. L+t authors devots
a Uttle atiemtion to winding op thair
piays. Let the emd come ke a thief In
the night. For Instance, the “Iron-
master” could be cut short ot the duel
scone, As the men face one another, down
goea the curtain, Every onc in taken by
surprise, there s po rustling of clothes
and shufMing of feet to disturh the play-
ers, and the people can spemd the next
day In guessing how Lthe dickens that duyel
ever came oul.

|
|
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Congressman Cushman keepa an  aye
openn for the welfare of the common
people. His mtest kdea Is to eniiven with
photographs the pages of a volume they
thumb. The volume is the Congressional
Directory, and the photographks are to be
those of the Congressmén. The directory
sl present s a dull production, even
exhibiting here and there the unconscio
bumor of some patye autoblographer
Photographa would brighten it up oon-
siferakiy, but he would mot stop at one
photegraph of 4 Represditaiive. Glve him
apd his constituents six or seven, show-
Ing different perfods ln his lfe, The seven
stages could eanily be executad by many
Congressmen, Including Mr. Cushman
himself. From his blography In the Di-
rectory we find that he has been at virl-
ous times a sectionhand, a cowboy, =
jogger. & wchoolieacher and a lawyer.
am ‘s elo-




