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HATS OFF TO FATHER TIME!

It takes a good deal of patience some-
times to walt for the ultimate demon-
stration of a truth which zealous as-
geveration denies and which there seems
10 be np present possibility of proving.
But Father Time is & wonder. In due
course he bringeth all things round. A
striking instance of his fdelity comes
20 light in yesterday’'s dispatches,

In the prologue of this play we must
get out two occurrences that but for re-
minder might have been forgotien. One
wastheconfusionand disaster into which
the American occupation of the Philip-
plnes was certaln to throw the commer-
cial and Industrial affalrs of the islands,
Alack, bow miserable would the inhabi-
tants be, accustomed to the rule of Spaln,
and how heavy the Josses sustained by
owners of lands! The friars, especially,
would srstain heavy sacrifices. Ameri-
can domination would be the ruln of
thelr possessions.

The other occurrence referred to is
this: At the time the negotintions for
the friars lond were entersd Into, the
assertion emanated from American
sources that most of the lands had been
soldorhypothecated by the friars to cor-
porations which would, after all, derive
the chlel benefits from he sale. There
is not a newspaper render in the ocoun-
try who cannol distinetly recall what a
howl went up at this alleged gross mis.
representation of the facts. Bomebody,
they told us, was lying to prejudice the
cause of the poor friars. That they had
sold or hypothecathd the lands was a
base calumny, They owned them all
and the proceeds would be exclusively
theirs,

Between the prologue and the play
proper, five yeéars eiapse. Enter the
fauthorities at Rome with an Inspired
expression of joy st the gratifying con-
clusion of the sale of the lands to the
fUnited States, including these signifi-
cant words:

The frinrs were giad the negotiations had
been concluded, bet thiak the orders got -
tie for the lunds, since the price they orig-
‘nnlly msked, §$135,000,000, was, they declure,
undler the estimatod valus of the lands the

The friars say the money they will recelve
18 searcely enough 1 pay what they bor-
rowsd when they* wore deprived of every-
thing by the revolution. Besides, they polnt
out that enly part of the money wili go to
the friurs, as the lands were really trans-
1 d to » iy fermed In Madrid by
the Marquis DM Comillias, the head of the
Spanish Traos-Atluntic Navigation Com-
puoy.

It 'was upon this very subject, qQnece
dark and distressing, but now clear as
noonday, that the poet, years ago, view-
ing with prophetic eye, made this re-
mark:

Though the mills of God grind slowly

Yot they grind exooeding small;

Though with paiicuce he stands walting

With esactness grinds be nll .

NO CONSIDERANLE OFIOSITION.

The Washington correspondent of the
New York Evening Post werites that the
opposition to: President Roosevell's
nomination in 1804 is represented chiefly
by the grafters large and small. Perry
Heath's former newspaper demands an-
other candidate. The Wall-street and
jabor-union opposition s now compars-
tively qui¥l. The Panama opposition
has no rea] strength, for Senator Hoar,
its only Republican supporter, has no
thought of opposing the nomination of
Roosevelt gny more than he had that of
McKinley. He fought the McKinley
Philippine policy early and late on the
floor of the Scenate, but he enthusiastic.
ally supported the renomination of Me-
Kinley and spoke for his re-election.
He will make academle speeches on
the floor+of the SBenals agalnst the ac.
tion of the President In the mstter of

“Panama, but he will be sure to support
the nomination and election of Roose-
velt In 1804,

Benator Hoar Is quite as eritical of
hisparty as his ideal statesman, Charles
Bumner, was of President Grant in
1ET9-71; but Bumner refused to vote for
Grant, cast his Infloence for Greeley,
end would hayve spoken for him had he
not been absent in Burope during the
whole campaign. Senator Hoar's antl.
Administration heroles only excite a
smile, for in political campaigns he s
elways a stiff party man, Dever a

bolter. His speech Is always that of an
“indspendant™ in the Senate, but in po-
litical campaigne he swallows McKin-
ley, swallows Roosevelt, Philippine pol-
fey, Panama policy, or any other plank
that he refused to “walk” In the Senate,
but which he never hesitales to nccept
when he finds It framed into the Na-
tional party platform.

There |8 no honest opposition in the
party outside of that of tor Hoar,
and his opposition nev crystallizes
Into a party-bolting movement. The
Republican party in the mass has not
the slightest sympathy with those pro-
fersional politicians who are never
wedry of wondering whether President
Roosevelt does not fight grafiers more
vigorously than ‘“‘good politics” dle.
tates,

DIVORCES FROM NON-EIRSERS.

An spparently insiguificant Incident
in Ohio which bids falr to assume the
proportions of a National issue is the
application of a Cincinnatl woman for
divorce on the ground that her husband
has not kissed her since they were mar-
ried We are palned to see a great
number of superficlal views of this sub-
ject advanced on both sides of the ques.
tion by newspapers all over the coun-
try; and If the court is relying, like
courts in general, upon the press for
Hght upon its way, It stands In great
danger of being misled by incompetent
advisors, or amict curine.

The court is to be warned, in the first
place, that the most unfit because unin.
formed counse] it could possibly Invoke
in thie case would be newspaper men,
who, as a class, are without home or
feminine mequaintances. The ethics of
kissing or of any other soclal institu-
tion, 1= obviously a sealed book to those
who have no soclal life and have never
acquired the rudiments of osculatory
procedure. On behalf of the gentler
sex, therefore, we may safely disown
for them the chivalrously prompted but
insufficiently considered dictum of the
Ohlo press generally that the defendant
hushand in question l& unworthy of the
name of man, with no poelry in his sou!
and convicted on sight of erusl and in-
human treatment,

Tha value of the kiss Inheres in its
quality and not In its mere \perfunctory
administration by an Inexperienced or
slovenly workman. Every woman of
taste and spirit would Infinitely prefer
not to be kissed at all than to have the
tribute given off to her Insdvertently
and hurriedly, as a man would knock
the ashes off his cigar. It ls past belief
that a genuine woman would resent the
absence of the ordinary kiss of marital
refognition, uniess she had good reason
to believe that the husband would only
hestow the imitation kiss upon herself,
meanwhile delivering the genulne arti-
cle elsewhere., BEspecially If the defend-
ant in the cas=e Is young, her complaint
is exceedingly flimsy, for it is only when
age has polished the eranlum, whitened
the Jocks, decimated the t=eth and oth.
erwise rendered man inellgible as an
osculatory exhibit, that the kiss as= a
triumph of deep study and Jong practice
becomes an instrument of joy to the
adorable creature or creatures among
whom his 1ot has been cast.

The Cincinnati case, accordingly, falls
under the general rule of complaints
that are complaints only in a construct.
ive sense. The possession of cold feet,
for exumple, which has been held a jus-
tifiable ground for separation, is never
mentioned or thought of when coexist.
ent with gemiine regard and affection.
That is tosay, where Jove Is thin, faults
are thick. A tender and devoted hus-
band may throw & burnt hot cake In his
wife's face with impunity; but, if they
are al outs, the offenss Is unpardon-
able. The muititude of trifling offenses
which go to make up the bulk of mod.
ern divorce testimony would never be
henrd of outélde the domestic clrcle if
incompatibility had not enlarged them
into sins of the first magnitude.

It is pretiy certain that the Cineinnati
offender has much worse faults than
the complaint recltes, He has developed
depiths of meanness of which his ex-
terlor, however farbidding, gave mno
sign., Women do not expect very much
of a man from his walk and conversa-
tion. If they did, how few of us, alas,
could ever hope to compass wedded
blisa!

o GEEMANY IN NO DANGER.

The fervid eloquence of Herr Bebel,
the gifted leader of the Socialist party
in the Germah Reichsing, has moved
some of the Conservative opposition to
eay that if Boclalism le not suppressed
there will be & wolcanic political erap-
tion some day In Germany and ail the
torrors of the first French Revolution
will be re-enacted. This is an absurd
prediction. Germany is a constitutional
government and there I8 no danger of
& revolution so long as constitutional
Agitation for parliamentary reform is
permitted to enact ta wilL. What might
happen, if the constitutional reform
agitation urged by the Soclallst party
were unlawfully dealt with by some at-
tempt at measures of military despot-
Ism, In viclation of the German consti-
tution, nobody can accurately predict.
Emperor Willlam and Bismarck vio-
lated the Prussian constitution when
they went to war with Austria in 1888,
but their brilliant success obtalned them
full pardon,

Bismarck enacted the present German
constitutional system, under which uni.
versal suffrage prevalls, The system of
representation is unfair; If the Social-
ists were represented sccording to pop-
ulation they would have a much larger
strength In Parliament than at present,
but If any sttempt were made by reac-
tionary mesasures to reducg the present
Bocialist Parllamentary strength Em-
perar Wiliam would find that he had
stirred up a nest of hornets. The Ger-
man people will endure a2 vast standing
army patlently, so long as they feel
that it I8 necessary for the safety of
the Fatherland from foreign enemies,
but the German people would not pa-
tienlly endure a standing army that
was created and malutalned for the
purpose of rullng Germany by military
despotism,

The safety of Germany from revolu-
tion lies In the universal suffrage en-
actedl by Bismarck. Revolutions of the
sangulnary sort ars not apprehend in
this country becauss the ballot s al-
most aniversal. If there are any impor-
tant political wronge the people can
right them at the ballot-box, If they
care to organize an opposition; a people
who have the ballot nesd not fear the
bayonet, beciause they ofn increase or
contract the army at will. That i our
situntion in the United States, and that
is why the French Revolution ulti-
mately is never lkely to repeat its hor-
rors here. To repeat the horrors of the
French Revolution we should have to
repeat the 700 years of soclal, political
and industrial tyranny that preceded
the French Revolution, which was in-
spired not by outworn creeds and moth-
eaten theories, but by terrible facts
France went mad under awful sulfer-
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taxed
’had wanton

ing. Her people had be
starvation by tyrants
parasites and prostitutes to sufport,
Althy vices to pay for.

These tyrants and the historical con-
federates of tyrants, the corrupt priests,
plundered the people and

piaint with the gibbet, the nx, the
whesl and the Bustile. France revolt-
e¢d against the accumulated, unrighted,
increasing wrongs and unabated cru-
elties of centuries. She had seen babes
begging for bread the Insatiate tax-
gatherer had stolen. Under these tergi.
ble cvircumstances the French Revalu-
tion came, and it ought to have come;
It ought to come agailn under like cir-
cumstances, But the Fre Revolu-
tion will not come In Ge ¥y until
Germany repests its precedent of
horrible popular misgovernment. The
French Revolution was born out of a
state of tremendous industrial, soclal
and political tyranny, not out of such a
civilization of constitutional freedom as
is today found in Germany. To escape
revolution Germany has only to go for-
ward. To take any reactionary steps in
order to defeat the Socialist party would
be to Invite revoiution,

BENJAMIN FRANEKLIN.

Joseph H. Choate, our Ambassador to
England, recently dellvered amemorable
address at Birmingham on Benjamin
Franklin, before & large and enthusias-
tie audience. In 1500 Mr. Choate deliv.
ered atl Edinburgh an addreas on Lin-
coln, snd In his pletures of Franklin
and Lincoln Mr, Choate has drawn the
portralts of the most interesting, if not
the greatest figures of American his-
tory. The first rank of great Americans
includes Washington, Franklin, Hamll-
ton, John Marshall and Lincoln. These
were all men of permanent rather than
transient Influence for good on the for-
tunes of the Republlc; men who cre-
ate, construct and recast the fate of &
great people In distinction from those
who merely. criticise or skillfully lead
and sway a peoprle whose fate they find
already comfortably fixed: But of this
first rank of great Americans Franklin
and 'Lincoln are by far the most in-
teresting. The autobiography of Frank-
Iin I most interesting and charming
reading today. Lincoln and Franklin
are Interesting figures because they
were both men of abundant wit and
humor. They were Intensely human,
and in thelr rise from extreme poverty
to the highest distinction had become
familiar with.all sides of human na-
ture. They were both genulne children
of the people; the circle of their souls
had more polnts of ocontact with the
circle of the soul of the plain people
from which they sprung,

Washington for his day was born and
bred on “Easy street.” His early mill-
tary hardships were matters of volun-
tary cholce, and Washington was so
destitute of humor that he is not an
inviting historical figure compared with
Frankiin or Lincoln. In sagacity, com-
mon senee, humor, benevolence, eau-
tion, conservatism, Franklin and Lin-
coln werepnot unlike, and they are most
interesting of all our great men be-
cause they are Intensely human; they
were both great humorists. Hamlltdn
had a bad temper, w vindictive,
tricky, corrupt in his socinl morals and
on the whole a repulsive man of very
great Intpllectual power. John Mar-
shall was a genial man, but his devo-
tiont to his great work ns a jurist nar-
rowed the circle of his political and
socle]l infiuence. The only intense fig-
ures in the first rank of our states-
men are Frankiln and Lincoln. It
is difficult to compare these two great
men, their early environment and the
cruclal work of their careers being so
entirely different; but the native endow-
ments of Franklin were not only su-
perior 10 those of Lincoln but superior
to those of any statesman of our his-
tory.

Lincoin had the gift of poetic elo-
quence, which Franklin never manifest-
ed. Lincoln had more natural devout
religious feeling than Franklin, for
Franklin in religlon was a kind of en-
lghtenpd pagan with prejudices In fa-
vor of Christianity, He opens the Con.
stitutional Convention with prayer, but
he prays to “the Great Father of Light,”
as might a Perslan fire-worshiper, Save
in the lnck of poetic Imagination and
his want of a deep religious spirit,
Franklin entirely surpassed Lincoln In
the versatility and solidity of both his
natural and agquired inteilectual en-
dowments. He could have easlly made
f better war President than Lincoln,
for his abilities as a man of business,
whethér In pesce or war, were excels
lent. A runaway apprentice at 17, with
oniy a dollar in his pocket, &t 42 he re-
tired from business with a competence.
He took the fleld after Braddock’s de-
feat wnd protected the frontler. He
drew the Albany Compact for the col-
onies in 178, which furnished some of
the fundamenials of the Federal Con-
stitution of 1789, The worldly wisdom
of Franklin's “Poor Richard"” has been
translated Into all languages, and so
much cheerfuiness and Invincible good
humor pervades all be wrote that Syd-,
ney Smith wrote his dagghter: *“I will
disinherit you If you do not admire
everything written by Franklin.™

Franklin left school at 10 years of age,
but by middle life he had become, solely
by self-culture, the ablest and most ac-
complished statesman of the American
Colontes, had taught himself to read
French, Italian, Latin and Spanish. His
discoveries and inventions In sclence,
his studies and experiments In elec-
trig)ty had placed him in the very front
rank of living men. In versatile intellect
und scientific attainments, Franklin was
easily superfor to any of our American
stalesmen, As a diplomkt he was with-
out a peer, It Je Impossible to conceive
of Lincoin by urbanity of manner and
fascination of social talk holding the
charmed ears of the most Intellectual
and accomplished political circles of
London and Paris, as did Franklin. At
Paris the most beautiful woman of 300
at a banguet was elected 10 place a
crown of laurels upon the white head of
the American philosopher and two kisses
upon his cheeks. We can conceive of
Lincoln breasting the storm of vitupera-
tion let loose upon Franklin by Solici-
tor-General Wedderburn before the
English Privy Councl! with equal cour-
age and composure; we can concelve of
Lincoln behaving himself with equal
‘dignity and astuténess before the House
of Commons; but we cannot conceive of
Lincoln capturing the French court In
his T0th year and holding It captive for
nine years, as dld Franklin,

Lincoln conld not have done this, for
be was not & diplomat of cosmopolitan
quality. The friendship felt for Frank-
lin by Fox and Lord Shelburné enabled
Amerlca to make peace in 1782 on mod-
erate terms with Great Britaln. At 81
Franklin helped frame the Federal Con-
stitution, and to the combined personal
welght and influence of Washington

| ang Franklin was due Its adoption by

into
wars to fight; who_had royal political

wealth, while they answered every

GRAND OLD MAN IN A GRAND PLAY.

Dournessandtenderness were strange-
Iy blended In the old Scots of the Cov-
enanting type. They were men of nar-
row creed, ble In thelr conduct,
and outwardly as stern as the crags of
their country. They were sparing of
speech, and rarely gave expression to
the emotion that might be glowing at
their heart. How ardent these hidden
fires may be is shown by the one that
is seen—the fire of love of country.
Allens can see nothing !n an unproduc-
tive and dismally foggy land to excite
such emotions, but the Scottish heart
remembers how
About the graves of the martyra the whaups

are crying.

Of such contrast between head and
heart the novelist was not siow to take
advantage, and many a good story of
Scottish life and character has been
written. Success, of course, brought a
hundred imitators, and storles, whose
sole recommendation was their unintel-
ligible “dialect,” were poured upon the
public until every book with a tang of
“the Scots” in It was lumped with the
Xill-yard school. These imitators have
already faded into oblivion, and thelr
pages help to bind more worthy vol-
umes. The good books remain, and
pre-eminent among them Is the “Bonnie
Brier Bush," In which Ian Maclaren
has held up to the world a pleture of the
faults and virtues of & rugged ald G
There Is more human nature in Lachlan
Campbell than in a score of the wishy-
washy novels that fall from the presses
into the waste-paper basket of time,

It was evident that such a character
as this was pecullarly adapted for the
stage, and the humor and pathos of
Lachlan Campbell's story Is even more
appealing across the footlights than
from the pages of the book. Whether
or mot the merits of the play, "The
Bonnle Brier Bush,” are great enough
to give it a lease of public favor after
J. H. 8toddart shall have left the stage
he has so long adgrned, there can be no
question that with the “old man™ In the
role of Lachlan Campbell, the perform-
ances are among the greatest of the
period. Rarely does a role fit an actor
as 18 the me‘ln this play, and rarely
does an actor ‘extract so much from a
role. It will be something to say, when
this actor Is known no more upon the
boards, “I have meen Stoddart,” and
something more to add, “I have seen
him In the ‘Bonnie Brier Bush.' "

Stoddart as Lachlan Campbell Is the
best refutation of anything that can be
sald agalnst the value of the stage a
factor in |nteilectual enuruinment.n.
gitimate acting In a play devold of the
meretricious will never cease to attract,
50 long as mankind is ready to smile

at the folbles and sigh at the sorrows of
man,

FOREFATHERS' DAY.

Tomorrow is Forefathers' day, the an-
niversary of the landing of the “Pligrim
Fathers™ at Plymouth Rock. With the
exception of the Catholics, who settled
Maryland under Lord Baltimore, and
the Quakers, who under Penn founded
Philadelphla, the founders of “the Ply.
mouth Colony" were the only men who
brought any high ideas of religious tol-
eration and humanity to America. The
first settiers of Virginia were largely
the vagabonds and outcast overflow
of London's Whitechapel. Some of these
came of good families, but they were
the “black sheep” of the family, who
bad become broken down adventurers,
bankrupt bandits and gamesters, The
first Dutch settlers of Manhattan were
dull, plodding folk, given chiefly to
heavy feeding and deep drinking; the
average Dutch burgher when his hour
of business was oyer, “called for his
plpe, called for his bowl, ecalled for his
fiddlers three.” The English settiers
who succeeded the Dutch in the rule of
Manhattan were also a hard-drinking,
heavy-feeding crowd, but having more
reserve bodily energy, they gambled
recklessly and were fond of horse-
racing.

The Puritans of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony were a company of gloomy, lron-
willed, morose bigots. Noneof these early
setilers brought any ideas of new and
penetrating quality to America save the
“Pligrim™ founders of Massachusetts
Bay. Their leaders were men of super-
for parts; their residence in Holland
had cultivated their social nature; they
had gained something by atirition with
the Dutch without losing their Engllsh
rugged, menfal force and energy, or
abating the strength of thelr devout
piety. They were men of high human-
ity, of manly tenderness, jolned to ve-
racity and valor. There Is no note of
gloom or despair In Bradfogd's writings
or his dally speech. The hardships of
the first Winter were terrible; the wom-
en and children dled In great numbers,
and of the women who survived that
awful Winter many of them had the
seeds of disease sown In thelr constity-
tion to perpetuate New England's
“white plague,” as Dr. Holmes called
consumption.

These men of the Flymouth Colony
were cheerful without being frivolous;
they were at once gallant and gentle
men; they were deeply religious, but
never ‘Intolerant or superstitious. Ed-
ward Winslow was an accomplished
man of business, =0 courtly in his ad.
dress that he was a great favorite in
the mercantile as well as the political
circles of London. The Pilgrims, and
indeed the Plymouth Colony, for years
after 1620 were poor. They became poor
in Hollmnd and grew poorer In Amerles,
but they affected no sadness In their
dress. The women and men wore the
dress that persons of corrésponding so-
cial station wore Jn BEngland. The por-
trait of Mrs. Elizgbeth Paddy Wansley,
of Plymouth, Is that of a high-born Pur-
itan dame. She wears & goiden brown
brocade; her collar Is of Flemish parch-
ment lace, and she displays pear] ear-
rings, necklace and several rings. There
was no lack of good cheer among the
Pligrims when they could afford It; all

that is delighttul 10 recall In the spirit

[

1o the Indlana: they had mur.
dered nobody judiclally as “a witch™ or
heretic; they had exiled no dissenters
their religious falth: they had
butchered no Infant children in Indian
warfare. In other words, the Plymouth
Colony was the finest flower and frult
of the New England settlement

ter In his anti“Puritan spirit; his own
personal reaction against the Puritan
Epirit Is so strong that his plcture of
Puritan Iife is abeolutely merciless in
its vigorous fidelity and strength of
portraftura. If a man can be said to
have bitterly hated his ancestors, Haw-
thorne surely hated his forbears, for he
never puts In a gleam of light to relleve
the somber picture of that dreadful day
of ecclesinstical wrath and cruelty In
New England. The only humanity In
“The Scarlet Letter” is found In the
speech and action of Hester Prynne, the
long-suffering yet noble-hearted adul.
teress. The only childish prattie comes
from Pearl, ths love child of Hester
and the Rev. Arthur Dimesdale.

It would seem as If Hawthorne de-
sired to show that nothing but-evil could
“ome out of the Puritan attempts to
slamp out the legitimate passions of
human nature and to reduce the soclal
nature of man into a state of abject
slavery to the high priests of a™theoc-
racy who were supreme things civil
and religlous, who held In chains both
the bodles and the souls of fts servants,
But the anclent New England that
Hawthorne gketched as savagely as
Shakespears did Shylock is not the an-
clent New England whose apirit has
become the light of this Western Waorld.
That ancient New England dates back
to Plymouth Rock, to Forefathers' day.
This Is the New England that has filled
the velns and arterles of American clv-
ilization with its best blood, North or
South. This New England that was
sired by the “Pligrim Fathers'—

Is mill @ watchword to the earth:

When man would do a deed of worth

Ho looks ta her and turns to tread,

8o sanctioned, on the tyrant's head.
——

~

Anent a paragraph from American
Medicine published in The Oregonian
yesterday, a friend of the paper submits
a declaration by an experienced gen-
eral practitioner that sickness, nowa-
dnyvs, is too expensive a luxury except
for the well-to-do and the rich. This
doctor practiced his profession for 30
years in a city of the Middle West about
the size of Portland, his fee belng 32
for the ordinary call and $1.50 for an
office visit. *“To a man who earnsd $75
a meonth or less, physiclans' fees are too
heavy & drain upon his income,” he de-
clares. “In nine cases out of ten, the
service Is out of proportion to the
charge. A month's earnings to pay for
a tonuneg'_nent case may account, in a
measure, for ‘race sulclde. Medicine,
also, cosis too much. There are too
many drug stores. We hava thirty-
five. The business could convenlently
be done by seven or eight. Concentrate
this busiress and you .can reduce the
0ost of prescriptions one-half. Self-
preservation will soon move wage-earn-
ers to demand more moderate charges
from thair doctors and druggists™ It
should be added that the man of medl-
cine who wrote thus retired from prac.
tice a few months ago, with $200,000 in-

‘vested In bonds and mortgages,

A fine lllustration of the distinction
between bravery and foolhardiness was
afforded by Mr. Flanders In his recent
encounter with a burglar. With the
chances for a successful repulse of the
midnight prowler so overpoweringly
against him, Mr. Flanders wisely exer-
cised the discrestion that ls the better
part of wvalor. The thlef suffclently
provided with nerve to make such a

bold invaslon of a man's home would”

not hesitate for an instant to do mur-
der if the emesgency arose, and In this
case the helpless victim was quick-wit.
ted enough not to place his life in jeop-
ardy by creating any such emergency.
Thenatural but not alwaya wise impulse
for a man to protect his property at all
hazards has cost many valuable lives
and has seldom been attended by satis-
factory results. Burglars should be killed
the same as mad dogs, rattlesnakes or
other pestilential encumbrances which
Imperil Tife, but good men should follow
the example of Mr., Flanders and not
necdlesaly court danger by accepting
anything less than an even chance
when an encounter-is forced on them.
prour et et ar Bl abemt ot )

Whatever result the new Irish land
act may have upon the condition and
feellngs of the Irish people, it is evi-
dent that the British government is sat-
isfied that loyalty to the union will be
fostered thereby. The brief telegraphic
announcement that the volunteer sys-
tem will be extended to Iréland tells of
the most significant change In policy
since the disestablishmentof thechurch,
In the other divisions of the kingdom
the voluntsers have long been regarded
as the last line of defense, the force that
WwaS (o keep the lsland Inviolate should
the fleet be temporarily defeated or de-
coyed away to permit of an attempt at
Invasion, but it was feared that the
drilling of Irish and the provision of
arms for them might result in clashes
more serious than these on the plat-
form ¢r In the House of Commons, even.
The militia in Ireland Is made up of an
excellent class of soldiers, and the vol-
untesrs will undoubtedly draw upon an
equally valuable set of men.

It is gratifying to find In Benator Ful.
ton's admirable speech the treatment of
Pacific development which we missed in
the effort of Senator Mitchell. This fa n
point In the Centennial's favor which
must appeal with great force to the
historical imagination of every alert
mind, East or West. Senator Fulton's
references to the Panama Canal were
also very felicitous. It will always be a
source of pride to Benator Fulton and
his friends that his malden speech in the
Renate was devoted to the Lewls and
Clark Centennial and that it was so
auspiciously delivered.

Only two citles In the United States,
Helena, Mont., and Rockford, I, show
a larger percentage of galn In bank
clearings last week than™was credited
by Bradstreet’'s to Portland. The re-
port shows Portland clearings of §4,815,.
000, an increase of 39.5 per cent. Seat-
tle is credited with $4.173,W0, & decrease
of 2.7 per cent. Tacoma, $2,348,000, an
increase of 10.5 per cent. The aggre-
gate clearings for all of the prineipal
cities of the United States show a de-
arease of 13.3 per cent,

| REAL SANTA CLAUS LETTERS. |

The implicit fuith and vivid imsgination
of childhood, are responsible for many
queer little missives that are now floating
through the malls, soms to the North Pole,
some fo heaven, some to mountaintops,
but ail to the same gpersonage—Santa
Claus. The dead letter office at Washing-
ton la the usual destination of these let-
ters which have cost the woiters so much
trouble and anxfety, but they do not all
RO there. Many of the children studiously
pour over the big adveriisements in the
daily papers or visit the stores with thelr
parents, and “ths headquarters of Santa
Claus™ Is more than an advertisement to
them, It Is & M‘Q reality. The follow-
ing letters have been recelved by depart-
ment stores of the clty from children all
over the state’ as well as of Portland
These are only a Tew of them, but they

e to prove that the children are su-
preme In thelr faith. When the stores
claim to have Santa Claus there, or that
he géts his suppiles from them, the little
tols do not for a moment doubt I, but
indite strangely worded notes to him, tell-
ing him of their desires.

Here are the letters:

Dére Bantaclaws, Pleas send me a dollle. one
with yellow curls, snd Banty 1 want a doil
buggy and A set of nlce dlahes pleas Santy
bing them. 1 will ery i you do not coms,
Hare Santy is a nice lkiss.

JANNIE EXOX.
Kelso, Wash,

Dear Santa Claus,
Fisfse bring me & hose-cart with = Jittle
hose and & horse om It
EDWIN J. ALLYN,
Eugene, Oregon
Dear Santy Claws, I want lots of presents.
I love nigger dollles. Ples give my auntle
plenty of pretty things for me Santy so ahe
can put them on my Chrintmas tree. [ want
soms candy and a doll buggy and a new dog.
catse Duff is geitin 10 big. 1 lke loacream ta.
Your little friend, MARION LINN,

Portland, Or., Dec. 12

My Denr Santa Claus, I will rite you a few
lines to let you know that | am wall. 1 want
you to be well too. I expect you are ghing
to bring me some presents, 1 wast 4 nice
doll and & nice sét & furs. FHattle wants a
mice doll and a bugy. Gertruds warts
ring and & doll and & buggy. [ will quit =y
letter now. Goodby dear Santa Claus Kilsses,
A LITTLE GIRL WHO BELIEVES THERE

I8 A SANTA CLAUSR
254 East Thinty-afth,

Hilishoro
Dere Mr. Bantleclas I thot youd Uk to mo
§ want & drum an a horn an sum steem cars
I want the kind than reallle rums. an you
can wsend my litile sister sum doilles caus
shes only = gurl, 1 bope If you do live In
the moon [fke my mamma sez that this wil]
g*t to you Im-time, 1 have been varry good

all yere. Your litle friend. CHARLEY.

Marquan, Cregom.
Santa Claus, North Pole,

Dear Santa Claus;—Please send mie & box of
A B C blocks for Christmas. Yours truly,
LENA VESTA BOGARN.

Nampa, Idaho,
Dear Sants Claus; Pleas wend me & wonder
driving cart. GEORGE H. FUTHERLAND.

Gelser, Oregon.
Dear Sapnta EKlaws, we live up nern the
mines and my mamma says you coms here
Just the same as snywheres so | hbope you will
bring me lots of pretty things llke you Jid
Insy Crismast. If you bave eny doll hats T
would like ome for Maud., she needs some
naw close to. | want & sel of lttle dishea

very miuch and jots of camdy and orngn.
ANNIE ROLANDS.

West Park Street, FPortinmd.
Dear Santa Clawe, piease bring me a train
that runs on a track. Please bring me &
Jumpingjack and some games and s ltitle
kitty and 4 Hitle dog. I dont know any
more so I gesa Il quit. goodbye dear Sants
Claus how are you and your reindeers
WILLIAM POPE ALLTN.

Salem, Oregon,
Dere Sir, I wish you would give Bantle Clas
plonty of pretty doliles for me. I want a biack
one to and one with yellow dalrs and some
Hitle ones and some big onea and one lttle
boy dell. HESSIE TAIT.

Albagy, Oregon, Dec. 15th,
My Dete Banty Clauis, I rite yoa thia latter
tonight so my Mamma can mals It befor you
leave for Albany where I live so I can tell
you I want a niee dol bugsle and n dol bed
an dol closs an 3 mice dois. the other things
you ean bring for harold, he in my bBrother
I will pray for you tmlght Santy Calule

ALICE BUMNER.

Partland,
Thls is my lotter to Santie Klas to tell him
ta bring me & drum and a slet and some drivin
rilne for Crismas, Yeu can charg some to
my papa »o Dlese bring plenty. [ got a little
bruthér 4 weeks old but you didat hring hisp.
FRED GRIFFIN.

.

Wiillams Avenue.

Dear Sants—FPlease bring me one oughter-
mobele with lamps oa and whistul—one hig
snuf 1o beld Pu Ma Johnnle Bessle and me
If you can’t bring me agy oughtermobtele I
would like a horse and buggie Maybee you
haven't eny =0 I will be giad o got a big
bock two knives ote founten pen and & rifle
and pistol. - Dom't forget me, ,

JOHNNIE SMITH.

A CHRISTMAS SUGGESTION,

John Milton had no monopoly of “Para-
dise Lost.” 1 heard the children talking
about It and got the story. A few years
ago a family of what may be called the
well-to-do claas, belng short on children, |
took two little girls from a recelvring home,
one a lttle more than a baby, tHe other
a few years older, They spent the next
years in o fine home, plenty to wear, plenty
to eat, and plenty to play. Then the peo-
ple moved to a distant stnte, and the lit-
tla ones, grown to appreciate things, were
put back Into the recelving home. Now,
what do you think of that! They who
had and l8st are more to be,pitied than
they who never had.

Long before daylight next Friday 1L will
be Christmis morn. If there is anything
devised by bhand of man that can be the
most forlorn of all things earthly it is a
child’'s empty stocking then. Children
with parents will not know the misery of
It. But how about such as I tell of above?
In all the homes within the sound of my
voice there are books, toys and games |
that have seérved their purpose and afs
yet playable Maybe there are those of

NOTE AND COMMENT,

Senator Platt as Poet.

It Is nog generally known that Senator

|"l'-'htt has dallied with the muse, and yet It

may be that he is in the habit of winning
hearts with the ald of burning verses. It
Is evidemt that he muost have some assist-
ance. Whether this be the case or not, the
newly-married Senator waa once, At least,
in a poetic mood, and the result of his la-
bors filled a corper in the defunct Tioga
County Observer-Union. Senator Platt was
the president af the Tloga National! Bank,
and he probably had time to spare from
the fAinancial demands of Oswego. The
poem is a tranalation from the German of
Glucker, who has been styled the Burns
of the Tyrol In the Observer-Union the
verses ‘were headed, “To Momt Blane
(from the German), by T. C. P."
Lifting on high thine airy mass

As lightly as & chamols springing.
Mont Blane, thou seam'st (o flont as lght

As llly on & long stalk swinging.

Thy ponderous lighiness seems as strange
As did the iron ax that floated,

(In Second Kings, chap. 0, verse 5,
You'll ind the matter duly noted)

8o thou. lost In the blue serens,
Still seemest ever falry-hearted,
And may we thy groat lesson keep.
When far and long from thee we're parted

The Descent of Man.

To avold his wife, Jefferson De Angells,
who was “rehearsing” in his room with
4 member of his company, jumped from
the second-story window of a hotel in
Wichita.

Alone the Lady and the Sie
Were thinking up new fun.

“Now bhark to me.” the Star outlspoios,
“I'll ekhow you how 'tis done.

“I take you by the hand llke this
And siok upon my knees,

While you hend down your face to mins—
A little clower, please.

I put my arms around your neek,
And vow I'm yours for Hie—

Like this—0en whisz! Wha's at the doop?
That voloe! No hope! My wile!™

The window widely open sinnda
The pavement far below;

Jeff foels i's surely up to him,
Through that escape to g0,

He jumped, and on the pavefent hard
He anded with a jar,

The copper runbed his syes; "I thought
I saw = falliag Star.”

In Seattle.
“Pause, friend.” exclaimed Lhe delegats,
“That besr's unfalr and cursed"—
The workman look & long. long drink,
And murmured, “So's my thise™
Seattle might amend the oid saying to
read.
Thirst -makes scabs of us all
Swimmingly.

Miss Trout Is getting aling nicely with
our school—Polk County Itemlzer.

Even a funstal needs rehearsing—in Chi-
CREOD.

If Russia would only start rushin® it or
quit!

Senator TFulton spoke hls plece very
nicely.

It Is very prudent of Jeffer=on de Angells
to have his private rehearsals in a goom
with a “pructicable” window.

Olympia sends out a very creditable
“plpe’ about a landsiide that has com-
pletaly altered the appearance of Mount
Rainler, Here's Tncoma's chance to jump
In and prove an allbi for the hlllock.

Agaln we are given the oid story of the
clerk at 39 a week, who has auch respon-
sibla duties that he can steal §$300 a dny
for months without being detected. And
as usual, the oriminal gets most of the
sympathy.

In commenting upon Spencer's refusal
of titles, the Hartford Courant says:

Plain Herbert Bpencer he was born, and as
pinin Herbert Spancer he lived and died.

Spencer must have been christensd be-
fore birth.

It does seem funny that Carnegle
ghould receiva 33000 for acting ns executor
of a wiil. The testator was very lncon-
siderate: BShe must have known that the
lihrary caster is doing his darndest to get
rid of the dough he already hns.

There could be no better occupation for
our ex-Governors than the setting at
rest of such questions as whether a hen
“gits™ or “sets.’” Grover Cleveland, our
ex-President, writes ponderous trifles on
the subject of trout, and game fish are
of far lesa Importance to the country than
the humble hen. that, sitting or setting,
hatches for us the teader Spring chicken.
Whether or not Mr. Geer's modest cackles
announces the deposit of an egg of leurn-
ing that will result in the check of confl-
dence as to the correctness of "“se.” hia
contribution to the controversy s a no-
table one, nnd Mrx, Johnson, of Oregon
City, whose feminine desire to get the bet.
ter of the minister has set a-rolling the
ball of discussion, should be greatly com-
fortad and sustalned thereby.

House cleaning in the Vatican must be
an absorbing cccupation. Servants need
no adjunction o “swesp under the mat"

when there (s a chance of finding a few
milllon dollurs’ worth of bank notes that
had been deposited by the late pope.
There would be no reiuctancy to [oss thg.
mittress over, or fo move the furfjture.

It may be that Leo’s Iintention was not, us
announced, to show his successor the dif-
ficulty of governing the church without
money, but to give housewives an object
jesson In getting work done cheerfully.
The lden Is worth degeloping, and it wiil
ne surprising f many houscholds are not
benefited thereby. Instead of nagging at

n departed one that have been taken out
and wept over. Wouldn't the dear one, If
she could communicate with you, say to |
pass them on? In the home for parent- |
less children there are many to whom
these playthings will mean much. Bro,

Gandner, out on Bast Twenty-ninth
strest, for one, and the matron out In
Bouth Portland (I've forgotten her nnmo),
and lots of other good men and womén
in charge of these, know how much good
tho toys will do.

There are four days yet In which to
scajter thome sceds of kindness. There
will be little money cost; telephones are
handy; s0 are express wogons. Let there
be no sectarian Iines |n it—there !s none
in misery. And as a profane friend of
mine expresses it: “It's pretty d—d
wugh to be an orphan.” wW. 1 C

Sarcasm for the “‘Salem Ho_g."

Woodburn Independent.

Having finlshed with thelr municipal
eampalgn, the 8alem politicians will no
doubt have more time to run the politica
of the ale eounty. The farmers and
others throughout the county are anxlous-
Iy walting for pointers and able leaders,
It Is almost time for something to be
stirring. It should be fully understood at
the beginaing that the county does not
want anything and asks only for Salem
to have all. The “Young Republicans' of
the Capltal City must have all the rec-

ognition they not only demand, but ex-
pect. o

Mary or Helgn, the sagacious rushers will
indicate to them that a few bills are seat-
tered aroumd the room in places thut care-
ful sweeplng and dusting will dlecloge. At

onee drudgery s invested with all the at-
tructivensss of a lotiery; housework goes
as merrily as wedding bells; and In short
everything in the garden’s lovely.

A sagacious writer In the PBrockiyn
Exgle has discovered that Canadians are
not permitted to think for themselves, but
must take thelr thoughts fresh-minted
from ths minds of Lord Minto, Colouel
Denlson, Dr. Parkin, and Professor Gold-
win Smith. These men, “and a score of
others,”” are In & secrat service corps ruled
trom the Colonial OMice in London. it Is
thelr duty to supply such men as Mr.
Arxleaworth with opinions and even with
apeechez Hut, thank hesvens, this per-
splcaclous correspondent has  discoverad
signs that tefl him that the members of
this corps “will have to fight for their
supremacy from now on.” At this dis-
%ance it seems that a corps that has en-
rolled Colonel Denison und Professor
Goldwin Smith (s of a chamcter 80 o¢-
topus-like that it can never be crushed.
Think of a local branch of this marveious
corps In Britlsh Coiumbla, = company
whereln James Dunsmuir and Joe Martin
stood side by side, thinking similar thinks
to be thought by a nose-led people. IL
would be & more apt conjunction of names
as that of Denison and Goldwin Smith.

WEXFORD JONES,




