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XIATS OFF TO FATHER TIME!
It takes a good deal of patience some-

times to wait for the ultimate demon-
stration of a truth which zealous as-

severation denies and which there seems
lo be np present possibility of proving.
But Father Time is a wonder. In due
course he bringeth all things round. A
striking instance of his fidelity comes
o light in yesterday's dispatches.
In the prologue of this play we must

set out two occurrences that but for re-

minder might have been forgotten. One
wastheconfusionanddisasterinto which
the American occupation of the Philip-
pines was certain to throw the commer-
cial and Industrial affairs of the Islands.
Alack, how miserable would the inhabi-
tants be, accustomed, to the rule of Spain,
and how heavy the losses sustained by
owners of lands! The friars, especially,
would sitstain heavy sacrifices. Ameri-
can domination would be the ruin of
theirjjossesslons.

The other occurrence Teferred to is
this: At the time the negotiations for
the friars' land were entered Into, the
assertion emanated from American
sources that most of the lands had been
soldor hypothecated by the friars to cor-
porations which would, after all, derive
the chie'f benefits from the sale. There
is not a newspaper reader in the coun-
try who cannot distinctly recall what a
howl went up at this alleged gross mis-
representation of the facts. Somebody,
they told us, was lying to prejudice the
cause of the poor friars. That they had
sold or hypothecated the lands was a
base calumny. They owned them all
and the proceeds would be exclusively
theirs.

Between the prologue and the play
proper, five years elapse. Enter the
authorities at Rome with an inspired
expression of joy at the gratifying con-
clusion of the sale of the lands to the
RJnlted States, including these signifi-
cant words:

The friars were glad the negotiations had
been concluded, but think the orders got lit-
tle for the lands, since the price they orig-

inally asked., $13,000,000. was, they declare,
under the estimated value of the lands, the
value of which has much Increased, espe-
cially since the American occupation and the

of order in the archipelago.
The friars say the money they will receive

is scarcely enough to pay what they bor-
rowed when they were deprived of every-
thing by the revolution. Besides, they point
out that only part of the .money will go to
tho friars, as tho lands were really trans-
ferred to a company formed in 3Iadrid by
the Marquis Dl Comlllias, the head of tho
Spanish Trans-Atlant- ic Navigation Com-
pany.

It was upon this very subject, qnce
dark and distressing, but now clear as
noonday, that the poet, years ago, view-
ing with prophetic eye, made this re-

mark:
Though the mills of God grind slowfy

Yet they grind exceeding small;
Though with patience he stands waiting

With exactness grinds he alt.

2CO CONSHJERABLE OPPOSITION.

The Washington correspondent of the
New Tork Evening Post writes that the
opposition to President Roosevelt's
nomination in 1904 Is represented chiefly
by the grafters, large and small. Perry
Heath's former newspaper demands an-
other candidate. The Wall-stre- et and
labor-unio- n opposition Is now compara-
tively quiet. The Panama opposition
has no real strength, for Senator Hoar,
its only Republican supporter, has no
thought of opposing the nomination of
Roosevelt any more than he had that of
McKlnley. He fought the McKinley
Philippine .policy early and late on the
floor of the Senate, but he enthusiastic-
ally supported the renomlnation of Mc-

Klnley and spoke for his
He will make academic speeches on
the floor'of the Senate against the ac-
tion of the President in the matter of

" Panama, but he will be sure to support
the nomination and election of Roose-
velt in 1904.

Senator Hoar Is quite as critical of
his party as his ideal statesman, Charles
Sumner, was of President Grant in
1870-7- 1; but Sumner refused to vote for
Grant, cast his Influence for Greeley,
and would have spoken for him had he
not been absent in Europe during the
whole campaign. Senator Hoar's

heroics only excite a
smile, for in political campaigns he is
dwars a stiff party man, never &
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bolter. His speech Is always that of an
"independent" in the Senate, but In po-

litical campaigns "he swallows .MeKln-le- y,

swallows Roosevelt, Philippine pol-

icy, Panama policy, or any other plank
that he refused to "walk" In the Senate,
hut which he never hesitates, to accept
when he finds It Iraxned into the Na-
tional party platform.

There is no honest opposition in the
party outside of that of Senator Hoar,
and his opposition never crystallizes
into a party-boltin- g movement The
Republican party in the mass has not
the slightest sympathy with those pro-
fessional politicians who are never
weary of wondering whether President
Roosevelt does not fight grafters more
vigorously than "good politics" dlci
tates.

DIVORCES FROM S.

An apparently Insignificant Incident
in Ohio which bids fair to assume the
proportions of a National Issue Is the
application of a Cincinnati woman for
divorce on the ground that her husband
has not kissed her since they were mar-rle- d"

We are pained to see a great
number of superficial views of this sub-

ject advanced on both sides of the ques-

tion by newspapers all over the coun-
try; and If the court is relying, like
courts In general, upon the press for
light upon its way, it stands in great
danger of being misled by incompetent
advisors, or amicl curiae.

The court is to be warned, in the first
place, that the most unfit because unin-
formed counsel it could possibly invoke
in this case would be newspaper men,
who, as a class, are without home or
feminine acquaintances. The ethics of
kissing or of any other social institu-
tion, Is obviously a sealed book to those
who have no social life and have never
acquired the rudiments of osculatory
procedure. On behalf of the gentler
sex, therefore, we may safely disown
for them the chivalrously prompted but
insufficiently considered dictum of the
Ohio press generally that the defendant
husband in question is unworthy of the
name of man, with no poetry in bis soul
and convicted on sight of cruel and In-

human treatment.
The value of the kiss Inheres in Its

quality and not in its mereVerfunctory
administration by an inexperienced or
slovenly workman. Every woman of
taste and spirit would infinitely prefer
not to be kissed at all than to have the
tribute given off to her Inadvertently
and hurriedly, as a man would knock
the ashes off his cigar. It is past belief
that a genuine woman would resent the
absence of the ordinary kiss of marital
recognition, unless she had good reason
to believe that the husband would only
bestow the imitation kiss upon herself,
meanwhile delivering the genuine arti-
cle elsewhere. Especially if the defend-
ant in the case' Is young, her complaint
Is exceedingly flimsy, for it is only when
age has polished the cranium, whitened
the locks, decimated, the teeth and oth-
erwise rendered man ineligible as an
osculatory exhibit, that the kiss as a
triumph of deep study and "long practice
becomes an instrument of joy to the
adorable creature or creatures among
whom his lot has been cast.

The Cincinnati case, accordingly, falls
under the general rule of complaints
that are complaints only in a construct-
ive sense. The possession of cold feet,
for example, which has been held a jus-
tifiable ground for separation, is never
mentioned or thought of when coexist-
ent with genuine regard and affection.
That is toisay, where Jove is thin, faults
are thick. A tender and devoted hus-
band may throw a burnt hot cake In his
wife's face with Impunity; but, If they
are at outs, the offense is unpardon-
able. The multitude of trifling offenses
which go to make up the bulk of mod-
ern divorce testimony would never be
heard of outside the domestic circle if
Incompatibility had not enlarged them
Into sins of the first magnitude.

It is pretty certain that the Cincinnati
offender has much worse faults than
the complaint recites. He has developed
depths of meanness of which his ex-
terior, however forbidding, gave no
sign. Women do not expect very much
of a man from his walk and conversa-
tion. If they did, how few of us, alas,
could ever hope to compass wedded
bliss! .

GERMANY IN NO DANGER.

The fervid eloquence of Herr Bebel,
the gifted leader of the Socialist party
in the German Reichstag, has moved
some of the Conservative opposition to
say that if Socialism Is not suppressed
there will be a volcanic political erup-
tion some day in Germany and all the
horrors of the first French Revolution
will be This Is an absurd
prediction. Germany Is a constitutional
government and there Is no danger of
a revolution so long as constitutional
agitation for parliamentary reform is
permitted to enact Its wilL What might
happen, If the constitutional reform
agitation urged by the Socialist party
were unlawfully dealt with by some at-
tempt at measures of military despot-Is-

in violation of the German consti
tution, nobody can accurately predict.
Emperor William and Bismarck vio-
lated the Prussian constitution when
they went to war with Austria in 1866,
but their brilliant success obtained them
full pardon.

Bismarck enacted the present German
constitutional system, under which uni-
versal suffrage prevails. The system of
representation is unfair; If the Social-
ists were represented according to pop
ulation they would have a much larger
strength In Parliament than at present,
but if any attempt were made by reac-
tionary measures to reduce the present
Socialist Parliamentary strength Em-
peror William would find that he had
stirred up a nest of hornets. The Ger-
man people will endure a vast standing
army patiently, so long as they feel
that it Is necessary for the safety of
the Fatherland from foreign enemies,
but the German people would not pa-
tiently endure a standing army that
was created and maintained for the
purpose of ruling Germany by military
despotism.

The safety of Germany from revolu-
tion lies in the universal suffrage en-

acted by Bismarck. Revolutions of the
sanguinary sort are not apprehended In
this country because the"" ballot is' al-

most universal. If there are any impor-
tant political wrongs the people can
right them at the ballot-bo- x, if they
care to organize an opposition; a people
who have the ballot need not fear the
bayonet, because they can Increase or
contract the army at will. That Is our
situation in the United States, and that
is why the French Revolution ulti-
mately is never likely' to repeat Its hor-
rors here. To repeat the horrors of the
French Revolution we should have to
repeat the 700 years of social, political
and Industrial tyranny that preceded
the French Revolution, which was in-

spired not by outworn creeds and moth-eate- n
theories, but by terrible facts.

France wentmad under awful suffer--

Ing. Her people had been taxed Into
starvation by tyrants who had" wanton
wars to fight; whohad royal political
parasites and prostitutes to support,
filthy vices to pay for.

These tyrants and the historical con-
federates of tyrants, the corrupt priests,
plundered, the people and squandered
their wealth, while they answered every
coirfplalnt .with the gibbet, the ax, the
wheel and the Bastile. France revolt-
ed against the accumulated, unrighted,
increasing wrongs and unabated cru-
elties of centuries. She had seen babes
begging for bread the Insatiate tax-galhe-

had stolen. Under these terri-
ble circumstances the French Revolu-
tion came, and it ought to have come;
It ought to come again under like cir-
cumstances. But .the French Revolu-
tion will not come In Germany until
Germany repeats its precedent of
horrible popular mlsgovernment. The
French Revolution was born out of a
state of tremendous industrial, social
and political tyranny, not out of such a
civilization of constitutional freedom as
Is today found In Germany. To escape
revolution Germany has only to go for-
ward. To take any reactionary steps In
order to defeat the Socialist party would
be to invite revolution.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
Joseph H. Choate, our Ambassador to

England, recently delivered amemorable
address at Birmingham on Benjamin
Franklin, before a large and enthusias-
tic audience. In 1900 Mr. Choate deliv-
ered at Edinburgh an address on Lin-
coln, and In his pictures of Franklin
and Lincoln Mr. Choate has drawn the
portraits of the most interesting, if not
the greatest figures of American his-
tory. The first rank of great Americans
Includes Washington, Franklin, Hamil-
ton, John Marshall and Lincoln. These
were all men of permanent rather than
transient influence for good on the for-
tunes of the Republic; men who cre-
ate, construct and recast the fate of a
great people in distinction from those
who merely, criticise or skillfully lead
and sway a people whose fate they find
already comfortably- - fixed: But of this
first rank of great Americans Franklin
and 'Lincoln are by far the most In-
teresting. The autobiography of Frank-
lin Is most interesting and charming
reading today. Lincoln and Franklin
are interesting figures because they
were both men of abundant wit and
humor. They were Intensely human,
and in their rise from extreme poverty
to the highest distinction had become
familiar with. all sides of human na-
ture. They were both genuine children
of the people; the circle of their souls
had more points of contact with the
circle of the soul of the plain people
from which they sprung.

Washington for his day was born and
bred on "Easy street." His early mili-
tary hardships were matters of volun-
tary choice, and Washington was so
destitute of humor that he is not an
inviting historical figure compared with
Franklin or Lincoln. In sagacity, com-
mon sense, humor, benevolence, cau-
tion, conservatism, Franklin and Lin-
coln werenot unlike, and they are most
interesting of all our great men be-
cause they are Intensely human; they
were both great humorists. Hamlltdn
had a bad temper, was; vindictive,
tricky, corrupt in his social morals and
on the whole a repulsive man of veny
great intellectual power. John Mar-
shall was a genial man, but his devo-
tion to his great work as a jurist nar-- -
rowed the'-clrcl- e of his political and
social Influence. The only Intense fig-
ures in the first rank of our states-
men are Franklin and Lincoln. It
Is difficult to compare these two great
men, their early environment and the
crucial work of their careers being so
entirely different; but the native endow-
ments of Franklin were not only su-
perior to those of Lincoln but superior
to those of any statesman of our his-
tory.

Lincoln had the gift of poetic elo-
quence, whilch Franklin never manifest-
ed. Lincoln had more natural devout
religious feeling than Franklin, for
Franklin In religion was a kind of en-
lightened pagan with prejudices In fa-
vor of Christianity. He opens the Con-
stitutional Convention with prayer, but
he prays to "the Great Father of Light,"
as might a Persian Save
In the lack of poetic Imagination and
his want of a deep religious spirit,
Franklin entirely surpassed Lincoln In
the versatility and solidity of both his
natural md acquired Intellectual en-
dowments' He could have easily made
a better war President than Lincpln,
for his abilities as a man of business,
whether In peace or war, were excel
lent. A runaway apprentice at 17, with
only a dollar in his pocketr at 42 he re-
tired from business with a competence.
He took the field after Braddock's de-

feat and protected the frontier. He
drew the Albany Compact for the col-

onies In 1754, which furnished some of
the fundamentals of the Federal Con-
stitution of 1789. The worldly wisdom
pf Franklin's "Poor Richard" has been
translated Into all languages, and so
much cheerfulness and Invincible good
humor pervades all he wrote that Syd-- ,
ney Smith wrote his daughter: "I will
disinherit you if you do not admire
everything written by Franklin."

Franklin left school at 10 years of age,
but by middle life he had become, solely
by self-cultu- the ablest and most ac-
complished statesman of the American
Colonies, had taught himself to read
French, Italian, Latin and Spanish. His
discoveries and inventions In science,
his studies and experiments in elec-tricj- ty

had placed him In the very front
rank of living men. In versatile intellect
and scientific attainments, Franklin was
easily superior to any of our American
statesmen. As a diplomat he was with-
out a peer. It Is Impossible to conceive
of Lincoln by urbanity of manner and
fascination of social talk holding the
charmed ears of the most Intellectual
and accomplished political circles of
London and Paris, as did Franklin. At
Paris the most beautiful woman of 300

at a banquet was elected to place a
crown of laurels upon the white head of
theAmerican philosopher and two kisses
upon his cheeks. We can conceive of
Lincoln breasting the storm of vitupera-
tion let loose upon Franklin by Solicitor-G-

eneral Wedderburn before the
English Privy Council with equal cour-
age and composure; we can conceive of
Lincoln behaving himself with, equal
dignity and astuteness before the' House
of Commons; but we cannot conceive of
Lincoln capturing the French court Inn
his 70th year and holding it captive for
nine years, as did Franklin.

Lincoln could not have done this, for
he was not a diplomat of cosmopolitan
quality. The friendship felt for Frank-
lin by Fox and Lord Shelburntf'enabled
America to make peace In 1783 on mod-
erate terms with Great Britain. At 81

Franklin helped frame the Federal Con-
stitution, and to the combined personal
weight and influence of Washington
and Franklin was" due its adoption by

the people In all the thirteen states.
Franklin's last public act was & power-
ful appeal for the abolition of slavery;
Some eloquent , Frenchman sard of
Franklin thathe"tore the lighting from
Heaven and the scepter from the hands

-- of tyrants;" but our greatest debt to
mm lies in the lessons of honesty, thrift,
temperance, Industry and economy
which he Inculcated, and which have
so enormously Influenced our social,
material and Intellectuaf life. The art
of life Franklin had mastered and be-
queathed to his countrymen. The les-
son of absolute of un-
broken good humor and cheerfulness
under difficulties was always enforced
by Franklin. He was a blessed prac-
tical philosopher because he never
ceased to view life with the eye of a
humorist. Born in Puritan Boston, of
Intensely Puritan stock, Franklin from
boyhood to the grave was the great
antl-Purlt- statesman and philosopher
of America.

GRAND OLD MAN IN A GRAND PLAY.
Dourness and tenderness were strange-

ly blended in the old Scots of the Cov-
enanting type. They were men of nar-
row creed, inflexible In their conduct,
and outwardly as stern as the crags of
their country. They were sparing of
speech, and rarely gave expression to
the emotion that might be glowing at
their heart. How ardent these hidden
fires may be Is shown by the one that
is seen the fire of love of country.
Aliens can see nothing In an unproduc-
tive and dismally foggy land to excite
such emotions, but the Scottish heart
remembers how
About the graves of the martyrathe whaups

aro crying.
Of such contrast between head and

heart the novelist was not slow to take
advantage, and many a good story of
Scottish life and character has been
written. Success, of course, brought a
hundred imitators, and stories, whose
sole recommendation was their Unintel
ligible "dialect," were poured upon the
public until every book with a tang of
"the Scots" in It was lumped with the
Kail-ya- rd schooL These imitators have
already faded into oblivion, and their
pages help to bind more worthy vol-
umes. The good books remain, and

nt among them is the "Bonnie
Brier Bush," in which Ian Maclaren
has held up to the world a picture of the
faults and virtues of a rugged old man.
There Is more human nature inachlan
Campbell than in a score of the wishy-wash- y

novels that fall from the presses
Into the waste-pap-er basket of time.

It was evident that such a character
as this was peculiarly adapted for the-stag-

and the humor and pathos of
Lachlan Campbell's story Is even more
appealing across the footlights than
from the pages of the book. Whether
or not the merits of the play, "The
Bonnie Brier Bush," are great enough
to give it a lease of public favor after
J. H. Stoddart shall have left the stage
he has so long adorned, there can be no
question that with the "old man" in the

jrole of Lachlan Campbell, the perform-'anc- es

are among the greatest of the
period. Rarely does a role fit an actor
as is the case, in this play, and rarely
does an actor lextract so much from, a
role. It

.
will..be something to say, when

i

""" " is Known no more upon tne j

uuaiua, x iiavB Been oioaaarr, ana I

something more to add. "I have seen
him In the 'Bonnie Brier Bush.' "

Stoddart as Lachlan Campbell Is the
best refutation of anything that can be
said against the value of the stage as a
factor In Intellectual entertainment. Le-
gitimate acting in a play devoid of the
meretricious will never cease to attract,
so long as mankind Is ready to smile
at the foibles and sigh at the sorrows of
man.

FOREFATHERS' DAY.
Tomorrow Is Forefathers day, the an-

niversary of the landing of the "Pilgrim
Fathers'" at Plymouth Rock. With the
exception of the Catholics, who settled
Maryland under Lord Baltimore, and
the Quakers, who under Penn founded
Philadelphia, the founders of "the Ply-
mouth Colony" were the only men who
brought any high Ideas of religious tol-
eration and humanity to America. The
first settlers of Virginia were largely
the vagabonds and outcast overflow
of London's Whltechapel. Some of these
came of good families, but they were
the "black sheep" of the family, who
had become broken down adventurers,
bankrupt bandits and gamesters. The
first Dutch settlers of Manhattan were
dull, plodding folk, given chiefly to
.heavy feeding and deep drinking; the
average Dutch burgher when his hour
of business was over, "called for his
pipe, called for his bowl, called for his
fiddlers three." The English settlers
who succeeded the Dutch In the rule of
Manhattan were also a hard-drinkin- g,

heavy-feedin- g crowd, but having more
reserve bodily energy, they gambled
recklessly and were fond of horse-racin- g.

The Puritans of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony were a company of gloomy,

Noneof these early
settlers brought any Ideas of new and
penetrating quality to America save the
"Pilgrim" founders of Massachusetts
Bay. Their leaders were men of super-
ior parts; their residence In Holland
had cultivated their social nature; they
had gained something by attrition with
the Dutch without losing their English
rugged, mental force and energy, or
abating the strength of their devout
piety. They were men of high human-
ity, of manly tenderness, joined to ve-
racity and valor. There Is no note of
gloom or despair In Bradford's writings
or his daily speech. The hardships of
the first Winter were terrible; the wom-
en and children died In great numbers,
and of the women who survived that
awful Winter many of them had the
seeds of disease sown in their constitu-
tion to perpetuate New England's
"white plague," as Dr. Holmes called
consumption.

These men of the Plymouth Colony
were cheerful without being frivolous;
they were at once gallant and gentle
men; they were deeply religious, but
never 'intolerant or superstitious. Ed-
ward Wlnslow was an, accomplished
man of business, so courtly In his ad-

dress that he was a great favorite in
the mercantile as well as the political
circles of London. The Pilgrims, and
indeed the Plymouth Colony, for years
after 1620 were poor. They became poor
In Holland and grew poorer In America,
but they affected no sadness In their
dress. The women and men wore the
dress that persons of corresponding so-

cial station wore In England. The por-

trait of Mrs. .Elizabeth Paddy Wansley,
of Plymouth, Is that of a high-bor- n Pur-
itan dame. She wears a golden brown
brocade; her collar Is of Flemish parch-
ment lace, and she displays pearl ear-
rings, necklace and several rings. There
was no lack of good cheer among the
Pilgrims when they could afford It; all
that is delightful to recall in the spirit

-.--

and conduct of New England life dates
back to the Plymouth Colony.

They were Christians, devout Chris-
tians, but they were cheerful Christians.
Their hands were not stained with
treachery to the Indians; they had mur-
dered nobody judicially as "a witch" or
a heretic; they had exiled no dissenters
from their religious faith; they had
butchered no infant children in Indian
warfare. In other words, the Plymouth
Colony was the finest flower and fruit
of the New England settlement. Its
leaders and Its spirit are In bright,con-tra- st

to the "New England theocracy
that was erected by Endlcott and his
bigoted successors. Hawthorne was
descended from a Puritan Judge who
condemned witches, arid this fact seems
to have made Hawthorne intensely bit-
ter In his anti-Purita- n spirit; his own
personal reaction against the Puritan
spirit Is so strong that his picture of
Puritan life is absolutely merciless In
its vigorous fidelity and strength of
portraiture. If a man can be said to
have bitterly hated his ancestors, Haw-
thorne surely hated his orbears, for he
never puts In a gleam of light to relieve
the somber picture of that dreadful day
of ecclesiastical wrath and cruelty In
New England. The only humanity in
"The Scarlet Letter" is found In the
speech and action of Hester Prynne, the
long-sufferi- yet noble-hearte- d adul-
teress. The only childish prattle come3
from Pearl, the love child of Hester
and the Rev. Arthur Dlmesdale.

It would seem as if Hawthorne de-
sired to showthat nothing but'evil could
come out of the Puritan attempts to
stamp out the legitimate passions pf
human nature and to reduce the social I
nature of man Into a state ofLabject
slavery to the high priests of aTEheoc-rac- y

who were supremen things civil
and religious, who 'held in chains both
the bodies and the souls of Its servants.
But the ancient New England that
Hawthorne sketched as savagely as
Shakespeare did Shylock Is not the an-
cient New England whose spirit has
become the light of this Western World.
That ancient New England dates back
to Plymouth Rock, to Forefathers' day.
This Is the New England that has filled
the veins and arteries of American civ
ilization with Its best blood, North or
South. This New England that was
sired by the "Pilgrim Fathers"

Is still vl. watchword to the earth:
When man would do a deed of worth
He looks ta her and turns to tread.
So sanctioned, on the tyrant's head.

Anent a paragraph from American
Medicine published in The Oregonlan
yesterday, a friend of the paper submits
a declaration by an experienced gen-
eral practitioner that sickness, nowa-
days. Is too expensive a luxury except
for the well-to-d- o and the rich. This
doctor practiced his profession for 30
years in a city of the Middle West about
the size of Portland, his fee" being $2
for the ordinary call and $1.50 for an
office visit. "To a man who earned $75
a. month or less, physicians' fees are too
heavy a drain upon his Income," he de-
clares. "In nine cases out of ten, the.
service is out of proportion to the
charge. A month's earnings to pay for
a confinement case may account, In a
measure, for "race suicide.' Medicine,
also, costs too much. There are too
many drug stores. We have thirty
nve. The business could conveniently
be done by seven or eight. Concentrate
this business and you .can reduce the
cost of prescriptions one-hal- f.

will soon move wage-earne- rs

to demand more moderate charges
from their doctors and druggists." It
should be added that the man of medi-
cine who wrote thus retired from prac
tice a few months ago, with $200,000 in--
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A fine Illustration of the distinction
between bravery and foolhardlness was
afforded by Mr. Flanders in his recent
encounter with 9. burglar. With the
chances for a successful repulse of the
midnight prowler so overpoweringly
against him, Mr. Flanders wisely exer-
cised the discretion that is the better
part of valor. The thief sufficiently
provided with nerve to make such a
bold invasion of a man's home would
not hesitate for an Instant to do mur-
der If the emwgency arose, and in this
case the helpless victim .was quick-witte- d

enough not to place his life in jeop-
ardy by creating any such emergency.
The natural butjiot always wise Impulse
for a man to protect his property at all
hazards has cost many valuable lives
and has seldom been attended by satis-
factory results. Burglars should be killed
the same as mad dogs, rattlesnakes or
other pestilential encumbrances which
Imperlfrtfe, but good men should follow 4

the example of Mr. Flanders and not
needlessly court danger by accepting
anything less than an even chance
when an encounter Is forced on them.

Whatever result the new Irish land
act may have upon the condition and
feelings of the Irish people, It Is evi-
dent that the British government Is sat-
isfied that loyalty to the union will be
fostered thereby. The brief telegraphio
announcement that the volunteer sys-
tem will be extended to Ireland tells of
the most significant change In policy
since the disestablishment of the church.
In the other divisions of the kingdom
the volunteers have long been regarded
as the last line of defense, the force that
was to keep the island Inviolate should
the fleet be temporarily defeated or de-
coyed away to permit of an attempt at
Invasion, but it was feared that the
drilling of Irish and the provision of
arms for them ight result In clashes
more serious than those on the plat-
form or In the House of Commons, even.
The militia In Ireland Is made up of an
excellent class of soldiers, and the vol-
unteers will undoubtedly draw upon an
equally valuable set of men.

It Is gratifying to find in Senator Ful-
ton's admirable speech the treatment of
Pacific development which we missed In
the effort of Senator Mitchell. This is a
point in the Centennial's favor which
must appeal with great force to the
historical Imagination of every alert
mind, East or West. Senator Fulton's
references to the Panama Canal were
also very felicitous. It will always be 'a.

source of pride to Senator Fulton and
his friends that his maiden speech In the
Senate was devoted to the Lewis and
Clark Centennial and thatit was so
auspiciously delivered.

Only two cities in the United States,
Helena, Mont., and Rockford, III., show
a larger percentage of gain In bank
clearings last week than"was credited
by Bradstreet's to Portland. The re-
port shows Portland clearings of $4,915,-00- 0,

an increase of 39.5 per cent. Seat-
tle Is credited with $4,173,900, a decrease
of 2.7 per cent Tacoma, $2,348,000, an
Increase of 10.5 per cent. The aggre-
gate clearings for all of the principal
cities of the United States show a de-

crease of 13.3 per cent.

REAL SANTA-CLA- DS LETTERS.

The implicit faith and vivid Imagination
of childhood, are responsible for many
queer little missives that are now floating
through the malls, some to the North Pole,
some to heaven, some to mountaintops,
but all to the same personage Santa
Claus. The dead lottcr office at Washing-
ton la the usual destination of these let-

ters which have cost the waiters so much
trouble and anxiety, but they do not all
go there. Many of the children studiously"
pour over the big advertisements In the
dally papers or visit the stores with their
parents, and "the headquarters of Santa
Claus" is more than an advertisement to
them, it Is a strange reality. The follow-
ing letters have been received by depart-
ment stores of the city from children all
over the state" as well as of Portland.
These are only a few of them, but they
suffice to prove that Jthe children are su-
preme In their faith. When the stores
claim to have Santa Claus there, or that
he gets his supplies from them, the little
tots do not for a moment doubt it, but
indite strangely worded notes to him, tell-

ing him of their desires.
Here are the letters:
Dere Santacl&ws, Pleas send me a dolllc, one

with yellow curls, and Santy I want a doll
buggy and a set of nice dishes, pleas Santy
bring them. I will cry if you do not come.
Here Santy is a nice kiss.

JANNIE KNOX.
Kelso, Wash.

Dear Santa. Claus,
Please bring: me a hose-ca- rt with a little

hose and a horse on It.
EDWIN J. AL.LYN.

Eugene. Oregon.
Dear Santy Claws; I want lots of presents.
love nigger dollies. Pies glVe my auntie

plenty of pretty things for me Santy so she 1

can put them on my Christmas tree. I want
some candy and a doll buggy and a new dog.
cause Dun! Is geltln to big. I like Icecream to.
Your little friend. MARION LINN.

Portland. Or.. Dec 13.
My Dear Santa Claus. I will rite you a few

lines to let you know that 1 am well. I want
you to be well too. I expect you are going
to bring- - me some presents. I want a nice
doll and a nice set a furs. Hattlc wants a
nice doll and a bury. Gertrude wants a
ring and a doll and a buggy. I will. quit my
letter now. Goodby dear Santa Claus. Kisses.
A LITTLE GIRL WHO BELIEVES THERE

IS A SANTA CLAUS.
254 East Thirty-fift-

' Hlllsboro
Dere Mr. Santleclas I thot youd Hk to no

i want a drum an a horn an sum steem cars.
1 want the kind than reallle runs, an you
can send my little sister sum dollies caus
shes only a gurl. I hope If you do live in
tho moon like my mamma sez that this will
get to you In time, i have been verry good
all ycre. Your little friend. CHARLEY.

Marquan, Oregon.
Santa Claus, North Pole.

Dear Santa Claus; Please send me a box of
ABC blocks for Christmas. Yours truly.

LENA VESTA BOGAN.

Nampa. Idaho,
Dear Santa Claus; Fleas end me a wonder

driving cart. GEORGE II. SUTHERLAND.

Gelser, Oregon.
Dear Santa Klaws, we live up nere the

mines- and my mamma says you come here
Just the same as enywheres so 1 hope you will
bring me lots of pretty things like you did
lasy Crismast. If you have eny doll hats

like one for. Maud, she needs some
new close to. I want a set of little dishes
very much and lots of candy and orngs.

ANNIE ROLANDS.

West Park Street,' Portland.
Dear Santa Claws, please bring me a. train

that runs on a track. Please bring me a
Jumplngjack and some games and a little
kitty and a little dog. I dont know any
more so I gess 111 quit, goodbye dear Santa
Claus how are you and your reindeers.

WILLIAM POPE ALLYN.

Salem. Oregon.
Dere Sir. I wish you would give Santle Clas

plenty of pretty dollies for me. I want a black
one to and one with yellow hairs, and some
little ones and some big ones and one little
boy doll. BESSIE TAIT.

Albany, Oregon, Dec. 15th.
My Dere Santy Clauls. I rite you this letter

tonight so my Mamma can male It befor you
leave for Albany where I live so I can tell
you I want a nice dol buggle and a dol bed
an dol close an 3 nlco dols. the other things
you can bring for harold. he Is my brother.
I will pray for you tonight Santy Caluls.

ALICE SUMNER.

Portland.
This Is my letter to Santle Klas to tell him

to bring me a drum and a sled-an- d some drlvln
rains for Crlsmas. You can charg some to
my papa bo plese bring plenty. I got a little
brother 4 weeks old but you dldnt bring him.

FRED GRIFFIN.
Williams Avenue.

Dear Sante Please bring me one oughter-mobe- le

with lamps on and whlstul one big
enuf to hold Pa Ma Johnnie Bessie and me.
If you can't bring mo anj oughtermobele I
would like a horse and buggle. Maybce you
haven't eny so I will be glad to get a big
book two knives one founten pen and a rifle
and pistol. x Don't forget me.

JOHNNIE SMITH.

A CHRISTMAS SUGGEST ION.

John Milton had no monopoly of "Para-
dise Lost." I heard the children talking
about It and got" the story. A few years
ago a family of what may be called the
well-to-d- o clT.3S, being short on children,
took two little girls from a receiving home,
one a little more than a baby, the other
a few years older. They spent the next
years In a fine home, plenty to wear, plenty
to eat, and plenty to play. Then the peo-

ple moved to a distant state, and the lit-

tle ones, grown to appreciate things, were
put back Into the receiving home. Now,
what do you think of that! They who
had and lost are more to bepitled than
they who never had.

Long before daylight next Friday It will
be Christmas morn. If there is anything
devised by hand of man that can be the
most forlorn of all things earthly it Is a
child's empty stocking then. Children
with parents will not know the misery of
It. But how about such as I tell of above?
In all the homes within the sound of my
voice there aro books, toys and games
that have served their purpose and aro
yet playable. Maybe there are those of
a departed one that have been taken out
and wept over. Wouldn't the dear one, if
she could communicate with you, say to
pass them on? In the home for parent-les- s

children there are many to whom
these playthings will mean much. Bro.
Gardner, out on East Twenty-nint- h

street, for one, and tho matron out In
South Portland (I've forgotten her name),
and lots of other good men and women
In charge of these, know how much good
tho toys will do.

There are four days yet In which to
scatter these seeds of kindness. There
will be little money cost; telephones are
handy; so are express wagons. Let there
be no sectarian lines in It there Is none
in misery. And as a profane friend of
mine expresses it: "It's pretty d d
tough to be an orphan," W. J. C.

Sarcasm for the "Salem Hog."
Woodburn Independent.

Having finished with their municipal
campaign, the Salem politicians will no
doubt hav.e more time to run the politics
of the whole county. The farmers and
others throughout the county are anxious-
ly waiting for pointers and able leaders.
It la almost time for something to be
stirring. It should be fully understood at
the beginning that the county does not
want anything and asks only for Salem
to have alL The "Young Republicans" of
the Capital City must have all the rec-
ognition they not only demand but

-

NOTE AND COMMENT. ,

Senator Piatt asPoet.
It Is noj, generally known that Senator

Piatt has dallied with the muse, and yet It
may be that he Is In the habit of winning
hearts with the aid of burning verses. It
Is evident that he must have some assist-
ance. Whether this be the case or ndt, the
newly-marrie- d Senator was once, at least,
In a poetic mood, and the result of his la-

bors filled a corner In the defunct Tioga
County Observer-Unio- n. Senator Piatt was
the president of the Tioga National Bank,
and he probably had Ime to spare from
the financial demands of Oswego. Tho
poem Is a translation from the German of
Glucker, who has been styled the Burns
of the Tyrol. In the Observer-Unio- n the
verses 'were headed, "To Mont Blano
(from the German), by T. C. P."
Lifting-o- n high thine airy mass.

As Jlghtly as a chamois springing.
Mont Blanc, thou seem'st to float as light

As lily on a long stalk swinging.
Thy ponderous lightness seems as strange

As did the iron ax that floated,
(In Second Kings, chap. C, verse 5.

You'll find the matter duly noted.)
So thou, lost in the blue serene,

Still seemest ever fairy-hearte- d.

And may we thy great lesson keep.
When far and long from thee we're parted.

The Descent of Man.
To avoid his wife, Jefferson De Angeli3,

who was "rehearsing" In his room with
a member of his company, Jumped from
the second-stor- y window of a hotel in
Wichita.

Alone the Lady and the Star
Were thinking up new fun.

"Now hark to me," the Star outspoke,
"I'll show you how 'tis done.

"I take you by the hand like this.
And sink upon my knees.

While you bend down your face to mine
A little closer, please.

I put my arms around your neck.
And vow I'm yours for life

Like this Gee whlszl Who's at the doorT
That voice! No hope! My wife!"

The window widely open stands,
The pavement far below;

Jeff feels It's surely up to him.
Through that escape to go.

He jumped, and on the pavement hard
He landed with a jar.

The copper ruDbed his eyes; "I thought
I saw a falling Star."

In Seattle.
"Pause, friend," exclaimed the delegate,

"That beer's unfair and cursed"
The workman took a long, long drink,

And murmured, "So's my thirst."
Seattle might amend the old saying to

read:
Thirst makes scabs of us all.

Swimmingly.
Miss Trout is getting along nicely with

our school. Polk County Itemlzer.

Even a funeral needs rehearslngr-i- n Chi-
cago.

If Russia would only start rushln It or
quit!

SenatorFulton spoke his piece very
nicely.

It is very prudent of Jefferson de Angelis
to have his private rehearsals in a room
with a "practicable" window.

Olympla sends out a very creditable
"pipe" about a landslide that has com-

pletely altered the appearanco of Mount
Rainier. Here's Tacoma's chance to jump
in and prove an alibi for the hillock.

Again we are given the old story of the
clerk at 59 a week, who has auch respon-
sible duties that he can steal $200 a day
for months without being detected. And
as usual, the criminal gets most of the
sympathy.

In commenting upon Spencer's refusal
of titles, the Hartford Courant says:

Plain Herbert Spencer he was born, and as
plain Herbert Spencer he lived and died.

Spencer must have been christened be-

fore birth.

It does seem funny that Carnegie
should receive $3000 for acting as executor
of a will. The testator was very incon-
siderate: She must have known that the
library caster Is doing his darndest to get
rid of the dough he already has.

There could be no better occupation for
our than the setting at
rest of such questions as whether a hen
"sits" or "sets." Grover Cleveland, our

writes ponderous trifles on
the subject of trout, and game fish are
of far less importance to the country than
the humble hen, that, sitting or setting,
hatches for us the tender Spring chicken.
Whether or not Mr. Gecr's modest cackle
announces the deposit of an egg of learn-
ing that will result in the check of confi-

dence as to the correctness of "set." hl3
contribution to the controversy is a no-

table one, and Mrs. Johnson, of Oregon
City, whose feminine desire to get the bet-

ter of the minister has set the
ball of discussion, should bo greatly com-

forted and sustained thereby.

House cleaning In the "Vatican must be
an absorbing occupation. Servants need
no adjunction to "sweep under the mat,"
when there Is a chance of finding a few
million dollars' worth of bank notes that
had been deposited by the late pope.
There would be no reluctancy to toss the
mattress over, or to move the furniture.
It may be that Leo's Intention was not, as
announced, to show his successor the dif-

ficulty of governing the church without
money, but to give housewives an object
lesson in getting work done cheerfully.
The idea Is worth developing, and it will
be surprising if many households are not
benefited thereby. Instead of nagging at
Mary or Helga, tho sagacious rushers will
Indicate to them that a few bills are scat-
tered around the room in, places that care-

ful sweeping and dusting will disclose. At
once drudgery is invested with all the at-

tractiveness of a lottery; housework goes
as merrily as wedding bells; and in short,
everything in the garden's lovely.

A sagacious writer in the Brooklyn
Eagle has discovered that Canadians are
not permitted to think for themselves, but
must take their thoughts fresh-minte- d

from the minds of Lord Minto, Colonel
Denlson. Dr. Parkin, and Professor Gold-wi- n

Smith. These men. "and a score of
others," are in a secret service corps ruled
from the Colonial Office in London. It is
their duty to supply such men as Mr.
Aylesworth with opinions and even with
speeches But, thank heavens, this per-

spicacious correspondent has discovered
signs that tell him that the members of
this corps "will have to fight for their
supremacy from now on." At this dis-

tance it seems that a corps that has en-

rolled Colonel Denlson and Professor
Goldwln Smith is of a character so oct-

opus-like that it can never be crushed.
Think of a local branch of this marvelous
corps In British Columbia, a company
wherein James Dunsmuir and Joe Martin
stood side by side, thinking similar thinks
to be thought by a nose-le- d people. It
would be a more apt conjunction of name3
as that of Denlson and Goldwln Smith.

WEXFORD JONES.


