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TELLS HOW THE TABLE AND THE ROOM
BE ATTRACTIVELY ADORNED

| GLORY OF THE YULETIDE DINING-ROO

‘-’I_-_mrr the ¢ye and then the palate.”

says the wise housekeeper an she

procesds to decorate the dining-
room—that trysting piace during heliday
Woek. For this she draws upon her attic
and storeroom, where In the Autumn she
indd In a supply of bitter-sweei and moun-
wir ash berries, and mayhsp bright scar-
Jet spliken of the berries of the alder, all
of which will belp to brighten the sombre
effect of the greenery.
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1f enough holly & not available to carry
out the desired effect, running pine, with
mountain ash berriea, may be substituted
o good advantage. In this case the holly
okn be saved for the table itself.

A pleasing idea Is to festoon the running
pine zil sroand the dlaing-room, just bes
Jow the plate rack, fastening bunchea of
holly or mountain ash berries where the
piie s cuught up. When doorways and
windows are reached the fastooning
‘should not be discontinued, but may be
made to give the effsct of drapery, accord-
ing to the tasms of the decorator.

For folding doors, arches, and even sin-
gle doors, beautiful portierss may be
made out of the running pine, long strands

of which should be fastened to run jength- |

wWise. After as many strands are secured
Sa desired, an extra one may be “latticed"
between anch one, using bunches of holly

berries to mocure the knots and to Anish !

the evergreen tassals. In the middle of
the doorwey & bell of red ;immortelies

with the word “Grestings” ﬁ white Im- |

mortelles may be suspended with scarist
ribbone.

Buch’ s bell can be caslly made, and thus
conslderable expenss saved. by esocuring
«the frame and materinls of g florist. An-
Other pretty fdes for a bell Is to first
cover the frame with green leaves, holly.
ivy or laurel, using the holly berries for
Jettering. A toothplck spear will seoure
the berries in place

Artificlal holly, ivy, laugrel and other
gEreenery may be purchased if desired, and
fan by preserved for use another year.
It 1 difficult for even A copnolsseur to
tell the difference between the imitation
and the real

A pretty Yuletide custom which ks ob-
served In the Svuth flavora of the hoepl-
tality for which that section s noted

All during Christmas week a amall, ar-
tificial cvergreen tree graces the table of
the family who wishes to share its good
chieer with 1ts friends or those less fortu-
pate than itelf. The tree in artistically
trimmed with tinsed and ornaments and
the =mull gifts concealed In the greon
branches are tied in  attractive tissue-
paper packages, or imbedded in some
floral tribute. The Irfends who breakfast
ar dine or Junch with the famlly enjoy
%l tree, and each one finds saome
#n among the dainty boughs.

Thi
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or s of immaculnte cotton-batting may
be stretched lengthwise with holly about
it on the middle of the tuble to represent
snow. At one end piance the tree. At
the other end s8¢t a wigwam made of
heuvy manlla paper, coverad with ocot-
ton, over which sprinkle silver filltters
plentifally. Even the fiaps of the opening
abvvld sparkle with the snow.

Beslde the doorway Banta Claus may
stand ready to get in the sleigh (8 ohild's
pluything) with the three relndeers which
gwalt him. On his back Is & pack, and
the sleizh should be well filled with sun-
dry packages. Mrs Sunta Claus and two
or three little Santne may stand near
the wigwuam r o say good-bye to
“Joily old Saint Nicholas."

To maks Sants Claus and his family is
an eaxy matler, |f the housewife hag =
lttle patlence and o uqalt stock of mate-
rialse, An old doM ten’or twelve Inchea
high will do for the Sdaint himself. Use
plenty of red paint 1o color his cheeks
and & bt of white fur for sycbhrows, halr
and whiskers, When dressed In a red
fur-trimmed coat and cap, sprinkie with
mics—using doubs of glue fArst—he will
meke u firstrate representative of the tra-
dittonal Santa.

Mra Santa and the children may be
made of blsque gir! dolls—the former
about eight inches tall, the little ones six
inches, All should be dreossed In red and
white costumes, fur-trimmed and be-
sprinkied with mica

B8mail Bantas make appropriate and
uniqus bonbon boxes. Blsgue girl dolls
about six Inches high should be used for
these. Dresa in red crepe paper trousers,
rod blouses and rod cape, all faced with
white crepe paper. Littie knots of white
paper glied on make excellept buttons
and a bit of white paper o pretty sash.
Long, red 1oboggan caps ehould be imi-
tated, slashing the ends for fringe and
kootting to look Mke a tassel. Curly halr
will make good whiskera.

ne lden may be used In connec- |
the table decorations on Christ- |
mas day If desired. For inatance, o yurd |
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pasteboard or purchased for the purpose,

should be covered with some of the snme

red paper. laft up the skirt daintily in

the back, ellp the bonbon box under and

attach to each Santa with ribbon. When
filled with bonbons thesd recepiacies are
| moet attractive.
The ice cream sbould be pure white and
{ In the ahape of snowballs, each one sur-
| mounted by & spric of holly.
| An Immense bomb over & wire frame
and completely covered with red-paper-
rose-leal petals makes a fine receplacle
for small kifts, jokes and mottoea. Each
token should be tied In a dainty crepe-
paper packnge or a small box, slipping the
ribbon end through the bomb and passing
one to ekch plate.

The bomb miay be suspended from the
| chandeller or set on the table; it s ef-
fective either way. In any event, a Santa
Cluus of o relndeer placed on the pinnacle
will be appropriste. After the dessert is
served, the guests nre told to pull thelr
ribbons, which they do simultknecurly

If ench gift Is tied with a spray of mis-
tietoe and sealed with & red heart, the bt
) of sentiment will be' most appreciated by
!lhe- reciplents. A nonsense rhbyme. a joke,

a Christmays quotation, enclosed wikh the
| token will add to the pleasure.

A "Jack Horner" pie Is always a papu-
lar dessert for the children. “This may be
| made of ordinary manila paper with a
| frill of the sameé paper about the rim.
| 1t mo, staln with red watercolor paint, to
carry out the lusion of the julves cosing
through the crust. This makes the most
| realistic ple imaginable.
| A ple may be made as follows: Tie the
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Bonbon boxes, which may be made of | small gifts with bright red ribbons and

pluce in 3 deep tin pan, the edges of which

are coversd with red crepe paper. Cut a

plete of rpd crepe paper the size of the
pan, maké siis for the ribbons, pass
them through the openings, and glue the
cover down. Next proceed to erush red
tissue paper in the hands. Btrajghten out
o lengthwise folds, slash and glue on the
“ple'’ untll it Is covered. Decorate the
top with holly leaves and berries,

To make the Jack Horners, purchase
small jointed bisgue dolls, one larger than
the others, for the trmditional Jack him-
gelf. Dress the latter in red Tam O'SBhan-
ter cap, with Unes of gt arcund the
crown, and & black tassel of paper. Black
crepe paper makes fine trousers and
Jackets, and white crepe paper the walst-
coat, under which the lMttle figure should
be padded out with cotton to represent
Jack gormandizing. A white bib of paper
with the words “Good boy" In. apropos.
Tin {foil with a biack paper handle makes
an excellent knlfe., When  finiuhed

pastebonrd, with a tiny manils water color
tinted ple before him.

The others ure treatod likewise, although |

the costumes are varied. When the ple
f# brought on the table -the children
should regite in unison the “Litie Jack
Horner'' dltty. When they reach the place
which says “He stuck in his thumb and
pulled out & plum,” they should pull thelr
ribbone and recelve their tokens of re-
membrance. IT the right kind of gifts are
provided the ple, the hearty laugh
which thel: reception provokes wiil help to
digest the Christmas feast.

Inasmucn 8 the Brownles are supposed
to help Santa Claus at Christmas time, it

paste |
him on a tour-inch square of holly covered |

luncheon for the children and their lttle
friends on Christmas eve.

For table decoration® use a centerplece
cotton wadding sprinkled
A cave may be made of two
covered with cotton
which In turn is covered with

ing out to Santa Claus in his alelgh drawn
by reindeers. Other Hrownles surround
Santa and plle the presents |n the sleigh
for all good children.
set aroond the edge of the wood scoene,
coversd with bits of cotton sprinkled with | Over the table, at
demond dust to represent snow.

Brownle bonbon boxes should be placed & st
The Brownle should have | holly on a wire fr
| ® bunch of holly in his hand.

Tiny fir trees should

should hang from the
doorway of the cave.
A Brownle should stand in the doorway

at each plate.

ACHRISTMAS JACK HORNER FIE FOR THE BOYSAND GIRLS

The older people may have “A Star
Luncheon"” during Christmas week The
centerplece may be cut out of cotton bat-
ting In 2tar shape, and trimmed arcund
the edge with hol keep lts shaps
to the chande-
nded a star the Aat

L be made of

Hersa, should be su
side down. Th

me
ribbon streamers uld float to th

L

— papmiper 3 gt s
A SANTA CLAUS CENTERFIECE FOR
THE CHRISTLMAS DINNER TABLE

points |
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scene and holly palnted on them with ap-

proprinte quotationdy or a tiny sprig of
holly may be thrust through s glt In the
. The mefiu {tself may Include star-
ed chicken sandwiches, small star-
ped cukes, a large star cake, lighted

by tiny white eandles, nnd anything that

be convertedginto siar shape Star-
ped bonbon boxes should be filed with

onfectionery made In the =hape

where tiny star-shaped menu cands ild | of stars. A holly centerplece and holly

would be & novel Jdea to have a Brownle | with a baskét of toys, which he !s carry- ! be made Into the shape of Brownles, be placed. The latter may have & Winter | nupkins may be used.

CHRISTMAS IN FOREIGN LANDS | o | ™ o s s

dren, whose fortune it is to lve In
remote and lonely parts of the
tropice, oftentimes spend strange Christ.
mases. Talk to the wife of any Ameri-

l -
AHER!L‘AN women and thelr chil-

can merchant or planter in Cuba, Hawall, |

Forto Rico, the Philippines, or a hundred
other tropical countries, and, ten to one,
she will tell some quaint story or exelt-

ing sdventure which centers around |

Christmas duy. The same, of course, is
true of English women who live in similar
surrcundings.

A woman who now Hves in° New York
Jooks back with pleasure to a Christmas
day which she spent, many years ago,
aboard a liner in the torrld heat of the
Guit of Mexico, Bhe was & girl of five
then, and it happened that she was the
only child on bowrd -

Naturally, everybody made a great pet
Oof her. Men and women whose own
youngsiers were walting for them ashore
dn Mexico, or had been left behind in
England, showered upon her all their
parental affection and Christmas senti-
ment, which would otherwise have run
0 waste,

“Mother.” the child asked on Christmas

Can ke swimT'
“Sants Claus can go anywheres, dearie,”

hang uj ur stocking.*

Those passengers who had Hitie ones
of thelr own at home In Mexico, and
Were laking presents to them, managed
to spare something to add to the stoek
of toys which the father and mother had
Brought with them for thelr ltUe girl
The stownrdess and the stewards helped
p fill the stocking with spples, oranges.
nuts, sweets and ecrackers, untll it was
filled to the bursting peoint,

When the child woke up early on Christ-
mar morning she beheld, besides the
socking full of gastronomic joys, a whole
jotl of toys and pleture books and a beau-
$tul dolt

After her mother had dressed her in
ber best bib and tucker and sent her on
geck, she found bersclf the queen of the
ship for the day.

The gray-headed, genid] captain came
flown off the Lridge to wish her a merry
Christmas; the sallors competed eagerly
Who could amuss her most with new

of the Christmus froliea of thelr
PFT Youngsters, could not make onough
of her.

In the evening after dinner the captain
srpanized & firework= dlsplay in her honor.

wheels in a barrel—the barrel belng used

Eve, “how will Santa Claus come abourd? |

Was the comtorting unswer. ““Be sure you !

:.mu. und the passengers, thinking wist- |
Hy

He set off o jot of squibs and Catherine |

('brief reign. Bhe wanted rockets and in-
sisted on having them

“*But, my dear.™ =a the Captaln, sor-
rowfully, *f can't do that. If I send up
rockets, other ships will think we are
| sinking, and will come out of thelr way
to help us*™

“That doesn't mutter, Captain,” urgesd
the imperious little lady, “I do so want
rockets. [ have nover seen rockets at
een—and iU's Christmas”

Bhe got her rockets. The Captain sald
he would rather have lost his-ticket than
spolled her Christmaas, and luckily no
ship was deterred from its course by the
celgbration. !

Goaing to church for the Christmas morn-
ing parvice Is not an easy majter when
the church is ten miles away, with no
way of golng than by a narrow bridle
path with a preciplde on one slie and a
steep ¢l on the other.

Two American girls in Jamalea started
| for church one Christmas morning. There
had been heavy rains during the night,
but Chrimtmas morning dawned bright
and clear. They started in great spirits,
chatting gally s they rode

around, found she had disappeared. Glanc-
ing over thes preciplos she was Norrified
| to see her caught in the branches of a
tree Afty foet belowd The horse had lost
ita footing on the slippery puth and
fallen to its death 1900 fost benoath, with
hardly a sound, But the rider was caught
by the spreading branches of a tree, and
escapodd uonhurt. The other girl had to
ride five miles to get some negroes with
& rope to rescus her companion. Needless
to say, both of them missed the Christ-
mas service.

This 18 & common kind of sccident In
troplcal countries where torrential ralns
' wash away the norrow mountain paths,
but the white women rcjolce In riding at
& dashing gallop along oliff trucks which
appurcaotly evén o goat could notl safely
PEEE

Thoe¥ mever even think of danger when
there is proepect of fun. Many a woman
rides #® mlles or more over dangerous
roads and through swollen rivers to get 1o

her Chrigtmas dance. One famlly of |

girls in the Walla Walla distriet of Aus-
| tralia had to oross a deep river to get
1o the house to which they hud been in-
vited to a ball on Christmas eve. When
they got to the fording~there was no
| bridge—they found that the river had in-
treased to three times Its usus! sise by
) the seasonal ralns, and was running Jlke
| & mill-stream. Most people would have
turned back, but not thess Australizn
giris.

“Come along, Jim!™ shouted the fArst
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After a time, the girl in front got no |
answer from her coompanion, and, looking |

o prevent the sparks from fiying about | of them to her escort. as she gullopad her
and setting fire to the ship. But the little | horss Into the rushing river. In a mo-

& had becsme & Grant during her | ment the puimpl wes FPast of ita fecl

but struggled gamely and got to the op-
posite side lowoer down the stream. The
other girls and thelr cavalierm followed,
the men guiding the girls' horses. Beveral
of them had narrow escapes from drown-
ing, nnd all of them had their ball drespes
dremched But - they thought It great
fun, and thelr hostess fitted them out
with new clothes, of & sort, in which

they danced merrily until far into Christ.
mas morning.

“You mad people! exclaimed the hos-
tess, when she saw them.
you turn back?™

“Turn back!"

There are other dangers which
Christmas time
Perhaps one of the colered servants has
against some member of the
| family for a fancied Injury.
peéns In the West Indies, Christmas,
some unknown reason, s usually chosen
for a time for revenge.

| While the Christmas dinner is belng

sald the girl
‘We never do that when

we are golng to a Christmas ball

-

prepared, the servant will manage to mix
up with the plum pudding or the turkey
stuffing, .ground glass, bluestone, arsenic,
or some other polson. Lucklly, she also
puts in some old rubbish which
"obeah—a rusty nnll, a cock's !
or a lizard's skin—and the pressnee of
these welrd articles telis the family that
the polson Is slso there. If the w i
be nssasain did not give hersell away In
this childish fashion, the Christmas din-
ner would often be a fatal feast

A Jarge party gathers around the table
and every one is In great spirits. There
is the usual Christmas fare—turkey, ham,
roust beel, and so forth. Presently it in
time for the plum pudding to come
Rum ls poured round It and lighted, and
the butler bBrings it In blaszing, to the
huge delight of the children. Esch child
bexs eagarly for a “plece with fire on ™

The hostess begins to cut the pudding,
and the knife strikes agalnst so
hard.

“What Is the matter, my dear?™ asks
her husband. “Anything wrong?'

“l don't know,” she savs ““Thers
seams o be somethiog lard in the middle
of the pudding.'

“Cut It right open and sce what It is*

She does so, and In the middle of the
pudding are severnl large rusty nalls
tled together with a plece of string.

“What Is It?T" everybody exclaims.
*"What does (¢t mean?’

“Looks like obeah,” some one suggests.

The cook ls called in, but she cannot
explain how the nalls came In the pud-
ding.

“I don't know nothing about it, missis
she pleads. “Same way you gave me de
pudding tied up In de cloth, sume way
I put it in da pot”™

“Call Jane and see If she knows any-
thing about It."" the mistress comm

Jane, the housemald, also professes
Ignorance. The mystery remalns un-
solved, because the Creole negroes npever
tell on one another. Of course, the pud-
ding l» sent awny uneaten. The I
had probably been dipped In polson:
| mot, some other ppolson had certain!y been
put In the dish.
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Three Christmases ago an English wo-
man was captured by "“dacolts’” (outlaws)
 While she wans at a ball on & remote
indigo piantation in Indda. Christmas s
& favorite day with these dutlaws for
thelr operations, Bhe had strolled outsids

for the thermomeéter was over ¥ (egrees.
s Her partner jeft her for a moment to
| féich some lemonade, and when he re-
tufned she was nowhere to be found. The
||-rr\‘:|ndu were searched, but she had dis-
appeared as If the earth had opened and
swallowed her up. Nobody could solve

into the garden to get cool after 4 dance, |

mous “dacolt” oljef, to the effect that
his men had kidnaped the woman, and
soe would not be returned to her friends
until a ransom of 00 rupees was pald.

The planter got the money together
and pald the ransom, and the woman was
to enjoy o belated Christmas dinnep
own home Months afterwards,
weolts™ were tracked down by a
detachment of native poilce and captured,
Some of them were hanged for murder,
and the rest are still working In chalns
In the penstentlary In Rangoon

ELLA MABSY,

WHAT IS MIDDLE AGE?

Francisco Argonaut.
when does middie age be-
-u8 thinks the pretty page
dimpled chin—when we have
come to 4 year? Or Is It—as thinks the
man of H—somewhe between 46 and 7
And where ¢ lovaly woman think It
a7 Take a buxom, handsome, well-pre-
served, well-groomed widow of 38 or 37,
with no les, sound teeth, a sutin
skio, an ck mane of un-gray halr—
[ t she s “middle aged™?
na were engendered
in o work entitled “Die-
wutles,” a serlez of which the
B Solomon Belis-Cohen, an
iclan of Philadeiphin. Wa
examining this work not much
| as for Its typug-
printed page was very falr
upon—the type was newiy cast,
scrutindzing t
this

eminent pay
wery

. o

numnan Organism n
may be fixed at 30 years"
for a youngster (o appreciaie
which such a statement glves to one who
s past M—say ¥ Thirty ors middie
age”—why, it Is :t the au-
thor remarks wi nt truth
that 30 s long hulf-mile mark
in“the average age, and !s practicnily the
half-mile mark In the tradition:] lmit of
throg-acore and ter says that
we_evolute until 30, then involute: that
wé climb the blll of life until' M. pause
briefly on Its crest, and then go down.

All this may be true, but It Is none
the less extremely disagreeable—for thows
past #0, It i= not even exhilarating read-
ing fbor a “girl” of J—ihere are many
such,

Beéader, have you reached 2T If yom
have, do you think you are “‘middie
nged”?T 1 you are 55 do yo
were “middle aged” five ye
you are 4 and a woman,
you have been “middle

i

NOVEL TRINKETS FOR GLORIFYING THE CHEISTMAS TREE.

! the mystery, and the party broke up in | years? And what de you think of a doe-

dismay. | tor who would say such brutal things

Next day the planter who had given | In print? And what If they are true—ale
ball recelved & message from o [a- | they any the less brutal




