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"GIGANTIC LAND FRAUDS IN THE WEST

HOW THE TIMBER AND STONE ACT WAS USED TO
ACCOMPLISH THE ENDS OF LAND-GRABBERS

ABHINGTON, D. 'C, Dec 1-
(Epecial Correspondence.}—A tre-

mendots and exciting contest'is |

now od between the speculators and the
United Siates Government for the pos-
sesaion and control of milllons of acres of
valuable timher now standing on the pub-
lic land. The stake at lasue represents
many milllons of dollars. The Govern-
ment i8 hampersd by Ted tape and de-
.fective laws. The speculators are alarmed
at the aroused public indignation and the
investigations now being made of thelr
operations. Bo far the latter have the
better of it. and will continue thelr
“‘graft” untll Congress puts & stop to it

The timber and stone act became & law |
in 7T, In the 35 ysars this law bas been |

on the statute books the United States
Government has sold about 400000 acres
of good timber for §L50 an acre, thus
receiving about S1600000 for what \s
worth, 4t a conservative estimate, at least
500,000,000, and possibly conslderably more,
The timber and stone act provides that
160 acres of land declured to be unfit for
cultivation If the timber were removed,
ard valuable chiefly for the timber uwpon
it, cun be obtained By & citizen of the
United States upon ‘the payment of BN
an acre for the same. The person appro-
priating this land makes awfMdavit to all
the requirements of the law, including the
statement that It is for his or her exclu-
slve use and denefit, and that no prior
agreement or contract has been made by
which the benefit of the appropriatien
may be obtained by any other person.
The first few years thia law was in of-
fect the land dispossd of by the Govern-
ment averaged very little more than 10,000
ncres a year, and, indesd, up to 189, the
segregation barely amounted to 000
scres A yeff™ In 1500 big lumber compa-
nles and other speculstive interests re-
alized the imminent repeal of this jaw in
response to popular
judgment of the executlve department of
the Government and began 10 utilize It
to the utmost.
in 1900 about 300,000 acres of timber were
obtalned; In 19 about 400,600 acres, in
198 nearly 0,000 scres, and during the
last fiscal year the remarkable activity of
the timber speculators resulted In the
appropriation in 12  months of 17622
gcres of forest
Even the notorious lethargy of the La
Office at Washington was disturbed by
this phenomenal record. An unusual num-
ber of apecial ageuts were put Into the
field, and the prosccuting officers of the
law department of the Government were
instructed to keep & sharp watch for pos-
sible cases of violation snd perjury.

National Scandal Caused.

The result of this activity has been to
cause o National scandal and give tre-
mandous force to the recommendations
for the repeal of the Jaw. It has disclosed
i condition of affalrs In the administra-
tion of Govermment timber land which
should be productive of many indictments
and prosecutions

Reports of the special agents have been

coming In to the Secretary of the Interior
from the Northwestern St by the
soore, and he recently romafked to =

friend that if the records which he already

had in his possession were made public |

the people of the country would be horri-
fied. This record will, of course, make Its
appearance In dus time, but, owing to the
fuct that 1t coneists largely of testimony
to be used In future prosecutions, the
good of the service demands that it shall
be withheld for a time at least

Traffic in timber locations has been a
recognizad business in the Northwestern
and Pacific Chast States for some years
past. Timber crulsers, in the employ of
blg lumber companiex, have searched the
public domsain for valuable forests. Once
found, they are put upon the Government
mapa, and steps sre immediately taken to
get title thereto,

Employes of the panisa are
1o 2 up cluims of. 1% acres each, and
some corporations have even gone so far
&8s to advertise for persons with timber
rights to make flilngs for them. The com-
panies furnish all the necessary data,
huve the papers made out and signed, and
ihe pliant ciantmant need not jeave his or
her office to become the jocator and finally
the ostensible owner of 160 acres of saw
timber.

The company furnishes the monesy to
perfect title and pays the enterprising
citizen who has farmed out his right for
an average of 10 as & bonus {or exercis-
ing the same. In this manner tracts of
timber land amounting In some Instancos
to more than 100000 acres, have been ob-
talned by a single corporntion. This is
notably true In Northerm Callfornla,
Washington, Oregon and Idabo.

Bribery of Land Officials.

Recent disclosures have shown that not-
withstanding the ease with which Indl-
viduals can be obtained to utlllze thelr
rightna, timber apeculators have even gone
so far as to bribe officers of the jocal
Land Offices to insert the names of dum-
mies in the necessary blanks and affdn-
vits and transmit these papers to Wash-
ington as bons fide applications for tim-
ber jands,

One peculiar feature of this absorption
of Government timber is the frank pub-
licity with which these transactions have
been comducted. They have been notori-
oun for years past, and each annual re-
port from the Interior Department has
called earnest attention to their dtra-
geous character.

Mombers of Congress from the States
moat interested have viewed the matter
with indifference, or even gonc B0 far as
10 state thelr bellef that it was a good
way for their constituefits to make a fow
dollars on the side by exercising thelr
citizenship rights and perjuring them-
gelves for the benefit of some Individual
or corporntion engaged In gpeting & re-
serve supply of tUmber for theft milis for
sale at great profit within a few yoars,

Mr. Richards the Commissioner of the
General Land OfMice, in his report just
made to the Beeretary of the Interiar,
miys: “The increase In the total number
of alleged fraudulent eatries peading
from that reported during the previous
year is due largely to departmental in-
structions of November 1%, 192 directing
the Invemigation of all entries made un-
der Lhe timber and stone act In the states
of Oregon, Callfornia sand Washingtoa,
with a view to determining their bona
fidex. T'nder this order alons nearly 1040
such entries have been suspended, and
15 special agents are now engaged In the
investigauon to the exclusion of other
work."'

The timber obtained under the timber
and stone act is not the oniy loms to the
Government in this direction, for here
again the value 1o the speculator of the
commutation clause of the Homestend met
s apparent. ¢

Seizing of Timber Land.

Thousands of homesteads have been
filed upon waluable timber land for the
purpose of getting titie to the same, and
it is comparatively easy, with pllant wit-
nesses and #till more pllant officers  of
local land offices. [or the homesteader 1o
maintain an alleged rexidence upon his
claim for 4 months mnd then pay ths
Govarnment price of §L.50 an acre within
the Hmit of ralirond grants, or SUSS an
acre without such limits, and got & title
deed to his 180 acres of tmber. ]

Employes of lumber companles working
in the region where it Is desired to ob-
tain this timber land can asoure thems-
stlves of a long term of employment at
good wages by itaking up homertead
claims for the purpese of turaing them
over to thelr employers as soon ax title
hus been passed. There Iz no way of
estimating how much timber the Gov-
ernment has lost through the operations
of the homestead iaw as It stanids, but
the recent disclosures of land frapds in
Northern Callfornin. the principals 1n
which are now being prosecuted by the
@ ~ernment show thet scores of per-
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agitation, and the '

| the public lands svould be absorbed with-

sons have been hired to usce thelr home-
| mead righta for the benefit of lumber

| Meany of these persons signed thelr ap-

| of so little Importance in the sections of
the country where these operations are
conducted that no one srems to give
a second thought, and as for
seriounly, & man ls looked
prude or crank who would
campl with the forms
carry ot such a purpose.
u:n:ruuuottlnunmmud
w department of the vernmegt
during the last few mnlhl.p:m. mea
have just been convicted of perjury In
connection with land malters In  ths

| gratulated for its victory in the case on
the ground that thess are the first con-
victions ever obtained upan like charges
' in the bistory of that part of the stats.
Whan_ it is considersd that a large part
of Northern Californin is a vast and
valuable forest in which lumber men have
conducted exfensive enterprises for
many years, and that every acre appro-
printed, with the exception of a small
percentage belonging to the state, was
originally land belongiag to the United
Bintes Government, and only 10 be ob-
tained under the existing land laws, =
| true appreclation of the past neglect and
i Indifference of the Land OMce at Wash-
lngton to these matters can be segured.

Secretary Hitchcock’ Report.

In his report of & year agv Secretary
Hitcheock, of the Interior Department,
sald that “"The act of June L 1478, known '
as the timber and stone act, will, If not |
repealed or radically amended, resull ul-|
timately in the compiete destruction of
the timber on the unappropriated and un-

reserved public lands.
“The rapidity with which the unappro-
priated and unreserved public Umheﬂ-di
lands are being denuded of tueir umhe:l
under the act mentioned, and the oppor- |
| tunity offered under the timber and stone |
| met for the fraudulent acquis=ition of title |
| to public timbered lunds at the uniform
| price of 3200 .an acre, when they are mi
many instances worth 40 times that, has
| been heretofore set forth in the pages of |
| my annusl reports and those of my pre-
| decessarn”’ 1
| The Becrstary then proceeded to recom- |
| mend a certain change in the law, which '
| repealed the timber and stome act and
gave tha department jurisdiction over the :
disposal of timber upon the public lands.
| In speaking of this proposed measure he’,
| sald: "“I'ne need of the passage of such
| an &ct s so Imperative that 1 earmestiy
recommend that the proposed oill be en-
acted into & law at the esrliest possibie
date. The Secrelary continues: ™
“The reoorts of the special agents of
| this department in the fleld show that at
some of the local land offices carloads of
enirymen arrive st & time, every one of
| whom makes entry under the timber and
| stone act. The cost of 180 acres of land
| under that act and the accompanying
| commissions s $416
-*As many a&s five members of a famlly
who, it can be readuy shown, never had
| ST in thelr lUves, walk up chperfully
and pay the price of we iand, and the
commissions. Under such clrcumstances
| thers i only one conclusion to be drawn,
and that s that where whole)carionds of
such people make entry undér that act
the unanimity of seatiment and the cash
to explolt it must have originated in some
source other than themseives.”
Mr. Hitcheock’'s Prediction.

The Secretary predicted a year ago
that if the then mnoticeable activity in

the absorption of the public tUimber was
to continue ail of the valuable timber on

In two years. During ..o year which has
passed since his last report was made,
activity of speculstors In this direction
has ilncreased by nearly 30 per cent

It may now be stated with truth that
with the exception of a few lsolated tracts
nearly nil of the vast forest in the Rocky
Mountaln region once owned by the
United States Government—that I8, by the
people of the country as a whole—and
held an one of the great asasels of the Na-
tlon, has been ' segregated from public
ownerahip, excepting the area included
wi the forcest reservations.

Without fully realizing the power thus
put in the hands of the President of the
United Stintes to protect the timber on
the public lands thercby, Congress, in
1891, passed a law authorizing ihe setting
aside of forest reserves Through tha
operation of this law AR enOrMOUs acTeage
of timber, valuable not only In itsslf, but
as protection for the watersheds., has
been kept from the clutches of timber and
lend speculators,

Up to the present time ELOXLGES acres,
nearly all of which ia timbered, has been
st mside In the forest reserves of the
United States, and fdlly 30000000 acres
more are pow under conslderation, and
will probably be rapldly absorbed Into the
foresi resperve arca, thus bringing the to-
ta] up to at least 100,000,000 acres,

As this Is about the estimate of the
timbered lunds remalning on the publle
domain, it is possible that whether Con-
gress acts or not the Prealdent, assisted
by the Interlor Department, will be able
to prevent many further depredationa.

Great Fraud Indicated.

There are now many prosecutions pend.
Ing agalnst men accused of Juggllng !rlln:
forest reserve matters, and many senss-
ttonal storfes have been recently published
which would Indicate an enormous amount
of fraud ln connectlion therewith
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SHOWING HOW THE FOREST RESERVE LAW HAS BEEN USED TO BAVE SIXTY-FIVE MILLION ACRES
FROM THE TIMBER GRABBERS.

iy

, method

It.-lher selection of Innd, based

acres of it land grant included within

among

other Pacific Coast transportation lines.
That these forest reserves have been

established In such a manner that less
than five per cent of thelr area has been
found to be In private ownerahlp makes
It evident that land speculators have
been notably succeasfii! in grafting
this direction, and It Is also true that
large part of the private lands
by these Tforest reserves haa

legitimate walue to the owners,
rence belween the actual
of the private land absorbed by the
and what couid be realized for
selections taken In leu elsewhere doas
represent a very conasiderable amount.
shrinks into Insignificance when com-
with the profita and acrsage In-
In the operations of the timber
stone act, the commutation clause of
homestead act or the desert land act.

Abuse of the Clause.
abuss of the Heu land sslection
in the forest reserve law has b¢en

il
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Is often the case, members of Congress
from the states most benefitediby the for.
est réssrvatlions are keenest to prevent
their extension and are the most captious
critics of the administration of the for-
estry regulations.

These states as a Tule are set-
tied, are heavily Interested in the ber
business and the temporary advantage of
desatroying the forests to keep ep the lum-
ber indestry has proved more attractive
to politiclans and speculators than a wisa
conservation of the resources of their
states,

The motives behind this opposition to an
extension of the forest reserves are not
creditable, for the values of these segre.
gations to the people of the sntire West,
all of whom live In the dralnage baslns
fed from these Western forests, are so
evident and the policy s so unanimously
indorsed by the forestry experta of the
world that only local and selfish reasons
can be urged against them.

If the recommendations of the Secretary

tof the Interior and the Bureau of For-

estry prevall with Congress, the law ean
be so changed, without Injuring its gee-
fulness as to.prevent all but s minimumn
of fraud upon the Government, The
change proposed Is to provide a differsnt
of recompense for individunia
whose private ownership Is embraced
within the area of a forest reservation.
Instend of giving the privilege of an
upon the

| acreage invaolved, the man whose jand 18

advance information from the Land Office
at Washington as to the purpose of the
Interior Depertment to withdraw « certain

area nr a forest reserve, and then lO:
jand Nlings and claims |

crowd In as many
of vartous descriptions within the bound-
ary of the area 0 be selected, this to be
followed by political pressure to secure
the seiling aside of the reserve.

After this s accomplished thon the
Government is forced under the law to
Eive what is known as the lleu land privi-
lege to thome who bave clalms within the
newly created :eserve,

There (» very little actua! illegality to
be found In the methods smployed to take
advantage of the forest reserve law. The
abuse of this law arises from defects in

the legisintion ltself, for it is provided that '

if =« man shall have flled a homestead
cinim or shall, through any other means,
bave obtained title to
tract set aside, the Government shall give

him the right to select an equal acreage |

of land from any part of {be public do-
main as yet

unocoupied,
It follows, thersfore, §f a man ahould |
take up a clatm of 100 acres under any '

pretext upon a tract of land which was
later on included within a forest reserve,

land within the |

that no matter how worthiess this claim

might dbe, #0 far as the character of the
land was concerned, he would be entitled
to 180 acres of as good land, farming or
timber, as he could find elsewhere.

In Northern Californla and some of the
other Naorthwestern 3States, where the
ntntes own school land, this school land
has been bought by speculators and po-
iitieal pressure hrovght to bear to have
that particular sectlon of country set asice
In forest reservaticns. The acheool land
ftself may have been of most worthless
charactéer and bought at “the minlmum
price. The right of filing upon the Iand is
assignabie, and It has been sold upon the
open market at a rate generally ranging
from % to 6 an acre.

It has also been ussd to take up great
blecks of timber land In the Northwestern
and JPacific Conast States, thore belng o
handsome profit represented in the trans-
ter of worthless land in the reserve to the
Govemnment and the reloention of 2 simiy-

| Iar acreage upon valuable timbes. This ia

all permitted under the law, however, anld
to say that there ars vasl areas lu the
obtaining of which men are fruwiulently
involved !s misl=ading.

In the early days of the forest reserve

Yaw the effect of absorbing private lands
was not fully realized, and ip Southern
| and Central Callfornin and In Washington
jand Oregon large areas were so Appro-
| printed by the Government, and nearly all

of the conspiracies charged arise out of |

this carly action of the Department of the
Interior. Warnad by tha ditficuities which
arege !a the early “¥a. subsequent forest |
reserves have been chosen with much
care, and wherever possible jand in pri- |
viite ownership has been excluded.

tl is estimnated that about 3,000,000 acres
of ralirond lands and private clalms have
been included in the &,000,000 acres of
forest reserven set aside. Of this 3,000,000
acres about two-thirds have been relocated
cleewhere. About 500 nores of lleu land
privilege is stll outstanding, which Is
Available for immediate use when those
who hold It shall =0 decide. There are
500,000 acres more which cannot be used
unrll the land within the forest reserves
is surveyed and the boundaries of the
private clatms on this unsurveyed land -
fully defined s0 as to ascertain the acre-
age Involved,

The Northern Pacific Raliroad has besn
the greatest beneficiney of this lleu and
privilege, for that road has had 1,500,000

taken could be pald what his property
was worth, this to be determined by arbl.
tration, or he could be allowed to take
- land equal In value to that which he re-
lnquished.  The most satisfactory way
would be to close the transaction at once
by paying the determined valuation of the
| proparty in question.

Grazing Livestock.

One of the problams which the Govern-
ment has had to meet in the setting aside
of forest reservations hes been that of
grazing lvestock. Nearly every resarve
crented Includes a large amount of range
up to that time occupled at will by herds
of oattle and horses and flocks of shecp.
Naturaliv the lvestock men have been
bittgg opponents of the extension of these
resefvations, and It s from this oppowi-
tlet that a large number of exlating con-
troverslcs have arisen.

This was carried to such an extrema
point that the late Governor Richards, of
Wyoming., Issuad a statement severely
criticising the President of the United
States for his forest reserve policy and
attempting to mnke It a political lssue,

His sympathy was entirely with the graz- |

Ing Interests In control of the areas [n-

volved, and he rpoke In their behalf.
Gmazing is not forbldden within forest

reserves, but the Department of the In-

terior has the power to regulate the man-
ner o which the range shall be used. An
estimate is made by forestry experts as
to how many head of livestock can be
sustained upon a given area without dam.
age to fornge or timber, and permits are
issusd for that number only, the range
belng apportioned among those who seem
to have the best prior rights to Its use.

Thus through ita foreat reserve policy
the Governmeont, has been able to put In
force a system of range conteol which haas
beén advocated, but in vain, for the entire
publle domain for many years, In its
operations It has substantiated the™cialm
that the public lands of the United States
ean be sclentifically handled while under
QGadVvernment ownership to the benefit of
the latfis themselves, to the private own-
erx.of livestock, and incidentally, should
the law so permit, sufficient revenue could
be obtalned materially to decrease the
National expenses connected with the ad-
minlétration of land ownership,

The mining and ranching Interests of
the West are favorabla to the forest
reserve poilcy. A mining e¢laim can be
created within the boundaries of a re-
serve, and Umber can be got for mining
purposes. Timber is sold from the re-
sarves under the supervision of trained
foresters, =0 that the ranchers In the
neighborhood can obtain all they want;
hence the oppasition to the policy of set-
ting aside all the timber on the publie
lands and allowing It to be adminfstered
in a scientific and proper manner comes
from the big lumber companies who have
been for years committing deprodations
upon the public timber and from the lve-
stock Interssts which have depleted the
reserves of their forage and been re-
sponsible for flres representing losses
amounting to milllons of dollare,

The frauds alleged to have been com-
mitted under cover of this law represent
an insignificant percentage of Its total
operations. The good it has accomplished
and the protection It has given to the
dralnage slopes of all the great rivers
that flow iato tha Pacific Ocean and into
the Guif of Mexico 1= incalculable.

Covert opposition to this policy of pre-
serving the publle timber has taken ad-
vantage of the Indignation aroused by the
frauds committed under the timber and
stone act to confuse the popular mind and
Jinclude the forest reserve policy in its
denunciation.

Laws Diametrically Opposed.

The laws are diametricaliy opposed to
each other In the results achlieved. The
forest reservation protects; the timber
and stone act deatroys. Western members
of Congress who have resisted the repeal
of the latter are now recogmizing the dan-
ger of .thelr positton from a politieal
point of view, and are clther remaining
quist or are atte ing by Introducing or
advooating m-n:xE- for substitution to
put themselves right with the Adminis-
tration and with the pubiic,

The loss of the timber resources of the
United Statos Is susceptible of more or
lesy sensational presentation. The public
mind is aroused by the fgures presented
and conditions are caslly brought home to
consumers. In view of this relation of the
| question to public policy It is probable
that the timber area will be copserved
more qulckly than the agricultural area,
for the latter bas not yet appealed so
strongly to popular indlgnation.

It Is frequently stated in the House and
Senate that there are still more than 500,-
00,000 acres of the publlc land open for
settlement. ‘This s not true. There ara
only MO00.000 acres of surveyed land left
In the public dsmnnin outside of the reser-
vations. FPractieally all of the land suws-
ceptible of settlement hes been surveyed:
therefore the 200,000,060 wscres of unsur-
veyed land estimated Is all mountalnous

otherwize uainhabitable area

Of the 300,000,000 acres of surveyed land,
much of this s of rough character, wood-
land or desert, and when all the deduc-

| tions are made, it will be found that with-
in the aren of Iand possible of irrigation
and that now is used for pasturage and
firmly held by Ilarge lveatock Interests is
included, all that is left of the 2,000,000,000
acres with which Uncle Sam started in the
land businesa 106 years ago.

OLD HARDSTYLE'S FLANNEL HEART |

AND THE CHRISTMAS IT MADE FOR THE

KITCHEN MAID

who did not belleve In Santa Claus,
and the one thing that he repsnted

N

was that he had not been able to prevent |
his parents from giving him the name of '

Nicholss, which always mede him angry,
because It reminded him of Saint Nick,

Not to helleve in Banta Claus ls one of
the foolishest of all the foollsh things
that a person can do in this world: and
it is cheerful to think that only a very.
very few extremely morose and bad-tem-
tempered persons are foolish enough tn
do It
one of those foolish ones, but he was ac-
toally proud of It

He never read the story of old Scrooge
around Christmas time, or around any
other time; not he. *“8Stuff and non-
=ense,”” was his opinlon of it

So when Christmas time arrived Nich-
olas Hardstile went to great pains to
cultivate even a worse temper than usual,
although It was most unnecessary, for
his natural everyday temper was bad
entugh for almost any p\rmn.

It had driven away all thors who had
ever attempted to be friendly with him,
and even his business acquaintances tried
to go around the corner hastily If they

The ;nex_rd lrau_r_] consisis of obtalning ! saw him striding down the street. As a

CHOLAS HARDSTILE was & man °

Nicholas Hardstlle was not only |

consequence, he lived ke most folk who
don’t belleve in Santa Claus—In a Httle
ugly room In a boanding-house, where he
pald liberally for the privilege of growl-
ing at everybody. It was.the only liberal
thing of *which Nicholas Hardstile had
ever been gullty In all his Christmasless
life.

80 It was on the Christmas eve about
which we are golng to tell you., Nicholas
Hardstlle banged hix dusty office door on

tis dusty office, and banged his way down '

the dusty stalrs, growling to himsell be-
caure the janitor sald “Merry Christmas'
to him. And the janitor really and truly
had done it only out of the goodness of
his heart, for even in his wildest dreams,
of which he had only rfew, he_ never
dreamed of anytbing so wildly wbfurd as
grtting anything from Nicholas Hardstile
—except a complaint,

Mr. Hardstile grumbled a Httle more—
that is, it was little for him, although
it, would have been & whaoale lot for most
other men—because a red-cheeked girl,
with an armful of bundles, ran into him
as he reached the street. And when a
fat man with a lttle sled under hisy arm
bumped into his ribs and chuckled mer-
rily. “Excuse /me, sir. Christmas crowda

the streets, you know.” Nicholas Hard- |

stile was =0 mad that If he had been a
dog nothilng would have plensed him
more exquisitely than to bite a large
plece right out of the fat man's left leg.

v

The Feast of good 81

The use of lelvore otil]
Full seidom and full siow he toiled, and

Of, Friday mght'a the queen of pights, besause it ushers in
Exturday, when stuyding ts a sin,
When »tuodying i & rin, boyx, angd we may o to play,

Not only In the aftermogn, but all the lvelong day.

’BI Saturday—eo leguods say—lived In the ages when
was Enown ani ourreml among men:

He'd nit him down and rest awhile, immersed in pious thought.

He loved to fuld his good ol armse, to eross Bis good old knees,
And In a famous elbow-hinlr for hours T'd take dls case;

He had = word for oM and young, and when ihe village boys We speak his pame with gratitude, and oftener by far
Came out to play, be'd smile en them and Rever mind the nolse. Than that of any other saint In all the calendar,

RY HENRY JOHNSTONE

eoven a8 he wrousht

ﬂ-.hﬂouﬁhnm;mln“mﬂklﬁtouu-m‘lup
Refraln from work on Saturdsys as striclly 8s you may:

So shall the saint your patrom be and prosper ail you do—
vauutmmum come he'll see you safely through.

(Beproduced from the D

Br. Nlchol

108 All rights reserved.)

Eo when hin time came. hopest man, the neighbors all declared
That one of Mesner intellect conld better have been spared;

By young and old his loss was mourned Ifi.cotiage and in hall,
For if be'd done them litile good, he'd dome mo harm at all

In time they made n saint of him, and Isued & decree—
Since he had loved his ease »o well, and been so giad to ses
The  cklldren frolic round him and to smile upon thelr play—
That schoolboys for his sake should hBave a Weekly heliday,

They gave his name unle the day, thal as the years roll by
His memory might stlil be gresn, and that's the reason why

by courjesy of The Cantury Co.

S0 angry was he that he stepped spang! |

| find nome, and at last he hurriedly tied

. Nichoias Hardstlle was fast asleep and

| Ok, of course not!
| bitter cold before daylight and chopped

| with chill,
! seraps from the boarders’ tables becaude
| sha was rich. You belleve that, don't

1

into a puddle where the snow had melted.
And In jumping out of It he stepped |
spangl, into the gutter where the snow |
had melted, too, i

The-language _which Nicholas Hard-!
stlle ‘used when he feit the loy water |
rippling softly over the tops of his shoes
und down Into his Wocks and In among
his old un-Christmassy toes, would have
made old Banta's merty ted nose turn
white with fright If Santa hadn’t been |
too busy attending to nlce children to
pay any attention whatever to old Hard-
stile.

With the water squawking in his shoes,
Nicholns pounded his morose way to-
ward the place that be called “home,”
because he didn’t know or care what a
real home was Ilke, His rage made him
more clumsy than usual, and be was
shoved hnd pushed and poked and prod-
ded and msqueezsed and pinched and
banged by the Christmas crowds until
he was ns mad—as mad as a4 wot hen;
land he was wet as one, too, around the

fopt.

Nicholas Hardstlle hurried Into his
room when he reached the boarding house
and hastened to lake off his wet clothes,
for he feared to catch cold

that the more crabbed and
unpleasant and sour a person Ia, the
more he wanis (o take care of himself
80 as to live long. This la a great waste
of time, to be sure, but It seems to be
the weakness of all such folk.
Nicholas Hardstile soon had his wet
trousers hung up over the back of a
chatr; then he looked mround for a
placs to hang his wet socks. But he could

ingly true,

a plece of string under the mhntelplece
and hung hls socks on that, where the
heat from the grates could reach them.
Then he tumbled Into bed withoul say-
Ing his prayera. He badn't prayed since
he was six years old. In a few minutes

dreaming llke anything.

It was & beautiful dream, so0 beauti-
ful that it sctunlly made him smile! It
was all about & poor family that owed
him money, snd about how he was going
to dispossiess them the very day after
Christmas. The reason It was to be the
day after Christmas was only becauss
he couldn’t get them dis on
Christmas day Iltself.

it was in such dreams as this that
Nicholas Hardstile was happler than he
ever was when he was awake. And the
best of It was that all his dreams always
cam# true, which, you will agree, Is not
the case with most dreams. But then
Nicholas only dreamesl of collecting
money from his poor debtors and selilng
them out and foreclosing mortgages—de-
lightful and ennobling things to dream
about,

While he =till lay dreaming happily a
girl went tiptoeing downstalrs. She was
up before the dawn because she was the
kitchen maid, and she had to make the
fire and prepare everything for the cook,

Mayhe you don't think she was poor.
She got up in the

wood with her Jittle réed hands stinging
and scrubbed floors and ate

you T i

Well, we won't fool you. She was so
very poor that she had neyer had a
Christmas In all her 12 years of life. But,
unlike Nicholas Hardstile, she belleved
with all her heart in Santa Claus just the
same.

She peeked into Nicholas Hardstile's
room as she went down and happened to
see the two red socks hung up on the

it is a strange thing, but ovrmwer-l

string, And she thought, of course, that
he had hung them up for Christmas.
“The poor, poor old gentleman '’
thought she.
Santa Claus must have forgotten him.*
Without stopping to reflect, she hurried
back upstalrs and rummaged around In
her Mitie box in her attic room. Small
as the box was, It wne all too large for
her belongings. But ahe 4id have Ltwo
treasures In it—a blg red apple thet had
been given to her by the grocer's boy and

a red flannel heart with 1 love you" om |

It In blue cotton thread. This she had
found In & waste basket.

They were all she had In the world, and
as she held them In her hand she almoat
decided not to give them away. But this
selfish thought Iasted only for a moment.
The next instant she tripped downstairs
and, silpping Into Mr. Hardstlle's room,
she pushad the big red apple Into one
sock and the flannel heart Into another,

When Nicholas Hardstile awoke his first
motion was to reach for his socks, and his
green syes nearly popped out of his head
when he saw what was in them.

Then he roared so loud that the board-
ing-house mistresa, accustomsd as she
was to his roars, hurrlied lato the room,
where he held out the flannel heart with
bolilag rage, and demanded to know who
had dared to enter his room and play
such a jJoke on him.

The boarding-Louse mistress at once
called ‘all the servants Into the hall, and
the boarders, attracted by the extremely
unpleasant nolses that were belng made
by Mr. Hardstile, gathered on the land-
ing.

The lttle kitchen mald tremblingly con-
fessed all, crying bitterly.

Now do you wsuppose that Nicholas
Hardstile was touched? If you do you
have not Improved even the short ac-
qualntance you have had with him.

No, Indeed. FHe began to roar agaln.
He demanded that the girl be kicked our

of the hou “Kilcked™ Is just what he
said.
But then all the other boarders hadd

*There's nothing in them. |

something tq say. They didn't roar, but
they silenced Nicholas Hardstiie just the
same, And before they got through, the
weeping little kitehen mald had béen mads
to comprehend that she wns golng to get
the wvery finest Christmas that ail the
boarders could get up for her, and that
then she was going to be a kitchen mald
| no longer, but was to be sent to school.

\ You will be giad to learn that Nicholas
Hardstile ate too much Christmas dinner
that day, even though he didn’t belleve
In Christmas, And In the night he wos
a0 i1 that they had to eall in the doctor,
who filled him full of the nastiest medi-
cine that the most depraved Imagination
can concelve,

Absent-Minded "“Uncle Joe.”
New York Sun.

Unele Joe Cannon hasn't fully come to
& realization of the fact that he = the
Speaker of the House of Representatives;
or, If he has, he occasionally has a lapse
of memory.

One day this werk, after the house went
into committee of the whole, he came
down from the rostrum and absent-mind-
edly walked through the corridor to the
room pf the committes on appropriations,
of which he was chalrman for many
years. Approaching the desk he formeriy

| occuplod he scamed to look for something.
! “What Is it, Mr. Cannon?" asked one
of the cleriks.

“Why, my box of cigars” sald the

Speaker.

“Didn’t you take them with you imto
the Speaker’s room?®™ teplled the clerk,
pleasantly.

By Jove, that's right!"’ exclalmed Uncle
Joe, with a characteristle gesture of his
left hand. *1 had forgotten.”

But the fact which he hid forgotten
was not where he had placed his box of
cigars, but that he had been eclected
Speaker and had changed his office from
the committee on appropriations’ room to
the Bpeaker’'s room.
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OLIVE OIL 1§ A FOOD AND TONIC

A doctor’s advice in answer to a question concerning Olive Oil is, that
there is no article of either food or medicine that will so benefit the stomach,

aid di
nia Olive Oil.

on and put flesh on the system, as the liberal use of pure Califor-
here animal fats injure the stomach, cause indigestion

and coarsen the personality, California Olive Oil benefits.
GROGAN’S PURITY OLIVE OIL
Should be used entirely in the kitchen and always on the table. A spoonful

betwecn meals is most beneficial.
Ol res.

Skillfully made from ripe California
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