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MOMMSEN'S PE(CULIAR SERVICE.

The work of

been of the su

fessor Mommsan has
me kind in the world
of thought, jJust aa the things that en-
«<chained bhis attention of the
supreines kind in the waorld of affalrs—
Fogne aAmong governments Caesar
BINOIE e 1{ may not be 4 falr test

was

of intellectun! posrer, but 1t is certalnly
B Rugpestive one—wheiher a historian
or a critic suffers himseif to be occu-
pled with Incldents or eddles In the
stream of time or eah not be stayed or
Interested unti{l he has fastensd on the

vital points of human history—Egypt,
Rome, Alexander, Caesar, Na-
poleon, Washington. Perhnps here is
& key to the mysiery of Parkman's Hhm-

Groece,

ftrd +vogue, despile his pre-eminent
workmanship The highest mind Is
content with snothing Jess than the

highest theme,

Another explanation of Mommeen s
his comprehonsivensss of view. In art
perhape, we see Lhe master mind occa-
glonally revealed in concentration upon
imited range of objects; but In affairs
and in Mlerature the proudest names
are thoee to whoss genlus nothing was
foreign. Shakespeare has touched all
history and all h n nalare with his
transcen versatility. The majesty
, us Professor Mommsen him-
self points out, the difficulty of produc-
ing by the pen hix character, must be
nseribed 10 the perfection of his many-
sided nature, which leavez no peculiar
charact such as the historinn
readlly lays hold of In other great men.
The eve of Napoleon ranged all fislds of
diplomacy, war, eduocation, administra-
thon. The phllosophy of Herbert Spen-
oer embraces the results of every acl-
ence known to man, On this aniversal.
Ity of Mommsen's talent, weé may quote
Freeman, himself a historian of
inean powers:

The preailest swebholar of our timen,
migh the groatert scholar of nil timea

ristics

0o

weil-
Lan-
. mythaingy, customs, antiguities
criplions, every source of knowledge
kind—he i master of theam all

of every

It is often true, it is almost inevitable,
that the prime service of a life work
like Mommsen's 18 to supply some su-
yreme need of his time. This supreme
noed supplies the worker with his mo-
tive, and without this motive the work
wottld never bhe dope. Such a work as
Niebuhr d1d in exploring the insecure
foundations of tradition upon which
classical history rested; such a work as
Ferdinand Baur did In unearthing the
imternal evidences of the Hebrew sorip-
tures, could only have sprung from a
consciousness, burning in the soul ke
a consuming fire, that mankind was liv-
ing In & world of s=if-deception. No less
than the ancient prophet, thess modern
revealers of hidden truths have se#en
ke Hamiet and llke Hamlet erled:
“*The world ls out of joint” and took
up the tazk to st It right.

The lesson the world needed to learn,
befors Mommsen lived, was the ocon-
tnulty of human history; and In its
study his part was most important,
Only through him, perhaps, should we
hive begun to realize how fully our
civilization I8 a mere succession to
Roman ideas and Grecian thinking,
how “through generatfon after gensra.
tion,” as Mommsen says, “mankind re.
“werts agnin and agnin to the lines that
Caesar drew.” For It was through
Mommesen that the Roman constitution
~the constitution of the Roman state
—was made known Jor the first time
to the modern world. Nisbuhr had done
much, but his work, though informed
throughout with the phllosophy of his-
tory, was fragmentary. Great ns his
servioe was, he became for Mommsen,
as for others, the mine whose ore was
yet 1o be refined for its complete and
petrfect use.

The grandeost thought that ever took
pomsession of the mind & the thought of
creation as one consistent, continuous,
harmonious, orderly process. To this
sublime conception has all the intellec-
tunl effort of the ninetesenth csntury
been tending. This was the unsesn goal
to which such minds, widely sundered
by time and space, as Copernicus, Col-
umbus, Newton, Goethe, Darwin, Ten-
nyson, were working., Thers was no
harder link to cast an the chaln than
the continuity between the ancient and
the modern world. The key to that
connection was in the Roman Empire,
and as it has slowly been fitted to Its
place, whit o oobls fabric has risen |

from the ruins of the Coliseum and
upon the foundations of Tacitus and
Livyl

The congecrated talents of Merivale;
the patient researches of Niebuhr; the
magnificent conceptions of Gibbon; the
splendid pages of Macanlay; the In-
forming genius of Mommsen, have
given to modern [ife & new slgnificance
and stamped with a vital meaning the
very name of the Eternal City. Five
hundred years after the classica] re-
vival of anclent art and leaming In
Europe, we see at length the true Ren.
alssance, in the apprehension that
Rome and Greece are in reallty eternal,
that to this day we obay their lawe, we
copy their bulldings, we think their
thoughts, we dream thelr dreams. It
has been the service of Mommsen to
turn the thoughts of the race agaln to
its memorable camp upon the Beven
Hills, He could hardly have done any-
thing more profoundly influential

B
MAN OF CONSCIENCE IN POLITICS.

In hie life of Gindstone John Morley
has produced a memorable book. This
was 10 be expected of an eminent
writer nearly the whole of whose large
literary achlevement was In the field of
blography. A man who has published
sdmirable critical estimates of Rous-
seau, Cobden, Voltalre, Burke, Wal-
pole, Byron, Mill, Carlyie, Macaulay
and Cromwall, could not fail to make a
monumental book out of the carper of
Gladstone, covering as it did the whole
politieal history of Great Britaln from
the passage of the Reform Bl in 1832
unti] the defeat of Home Rule In Ire-
land and Giadstone's final retirement
from power in 1804 Even if Gladstone
hnd been a far less gifted man his polit-
fcal e would be a story of surpassihg
interest. When he entercd Parilament
in 1838 Willlam IV was King. In a sin-
gle year Giadatone had attracted the
favorable notice of Bir Robert Peel, who
to the day of his death waa Gladstone’s
political preceptor. Within five ysars
after his entry inté political life Glad-
stone had written a book in defense of
c¢hurch and state, of which Macaulay
wrote: “The author of this volume {5 a
young man of unbiemished character
and of distinguished parkamentary 1al.
ents, the rising hope of those stern and
unbending Torles who follow reluctantly
& leader whose cautlous temper and
moderate opinions they abhaor.™

Gladstone was then a Tory; he be-
Heved in “charch and staie™; he had
opposed mnegro emancipation in the
West Indies; he had opposed  extinc-
tion of clvii disabllities for the Jews; he
was hostile 10 all the gresat measures of
poittical reform of which he finally be-
came & maost energelic and eloquant ad-
vocate. The greatest giory of Glad-
stone In Mr. Morley's judgment does
not lle s0o much in his oratorical
genius, which was very greal, not so
much {n the measures of legislative re-

it does In the fact that above and be-
youd all English statesmen of his time
he was always a growing man because
he aiways religivusly obeyed the volce
of his consclence. Whether he falled or
succeeded in his public efforts Mr. Mor-
ley believes that he failed or was vie-
torfous for consclence’ salke and Mr.
Merley knew Mr, Giadstone long and
well. He was his personal friend and
political confldant for more than twenty
years; he I8 and alwars has been a
REationalist in his religlous views, while
Giladstons was &n orthodox High
churchman so strict that be seriousiy
defended the authenticlty of miracles
aguinst Robert G. Ingersoll; he Is & mun
of calm, judicial, phliosophic mind, a
clear, strong speaker, but In no sense
mn elogquent man, while Giadstone was
o man of genlus In his capacity to sway
an audience by his extraordinary elo-
quence,

‘In spite of this difference between a
man of ungquestioning falth and & man
of skeptical gquality; this difference be-
tween a man of ardent, poetle tempera-
ment and a man of cold, judicial, philo-
sophic mind, these two men loved and
trusted each other, and Mr. Morley
firmiy believes that Gladstone, whether
the event proved him right or wrong,
whether he won or lost the day, never
stooped to follow any flag but the flag
of his conscience. To illustrate: Glad-
stone in 1862 in & speech asserted thal
Jefferson Davis and the BSouth had
made a nation, Gladstons came subse.
quently to number this statement as
among his serlous errors; that It was
not only founded upon inadequate
knowledge but wae In any case an io-
discreef utterance to come from a mem-
ber of the Cablnét without the ap-
proval of his chief But Mr, Gladstone
was the friend of America In the Trent
affalr, for It waz due 1o his appeal to
the Queen and Prince Albert that Lord
Russell's dispatch was softened and
abridged. Mr. Morley shows by writ-
ten evidence that the assertion that Mr
Gladstone never thought of Home Rule
for Ireland untll he discovered he need-
ed the Irish vote Is utterly without
foundation, and he pronounces the
statement that he (Mr, Morley) himself
converted Gladstone to Home Rule to
be “the merest moonshine." L

Mr. Morley does not deal In uSgnixed
panegyric of his great leader; there is
but ene opinlon among intelligent men
concerning the extraordinary “intellec-
tual power of Mr Gladstone, his versa.
tility, his Industry, his amnazing eslo-
quence In great ceritical times o the
House of Commons or before vast pop-
ular assembiages. There i but one
opinion concerning hile possession of ex-
traordinary Intellectual powers, but
there slways has been a dispute among
intelligent Englishmen as to his sin-
cerity, as to whether he was always an
eloquent enthusiast or only at times
“piaying to the galleries™ with admir-
able skill. Mr. Morley says that Gilad-
stons had “a perplexing duallam of both
mind and soul; that he was the ardent
Italian in the custody of a Scotchman:
a medlaeval schoolman and yet a thrill-
ing tribune of democracy.” Given n
man of this dund quality and he will be
sure, if he is a party lemder, to be ac-
cused of sophistry, insincerity and sub.
terfuge. Mr. Bagehot Is quoted to this
effect, and Mr. Morley agrees with him
and says that It was the halr-splitting
schiolastic habit of Gledstone’s mind
that exposed him to tbe gibes of ‘the
so-cailed “‘plain people,” the kind of
“plain people”™ represented by the Eng-
lish pedant who when asked what he
thought of Coleridge’s poem, "The An.
clent Mariner,” replied, “TImprobable,
highly improbabie.”

The same kind of “plain people” who
wepre puzgled when Mr. Gladstone at-
tended Sarah Bernhardt's public recep.
tion in London, cordially shook her
hand and congratulated her on her his-
trionie triumph: that kind of “plain
people”™ thought that Mr. Giladstons
had no business to remember anything
about the great actress save that she
had been & mother, who had glven her
name to her child and taken care of It,
and yet hsd nevar been & married

>

form which he forced 1o enactméent, as |

glous man and & man of very pure
life, but he was no more of a Puritan
than was Mr. Browning, who called on
George Sand, or Longfellow, who wal-
comed Adelnlde Neflson. Nevertheless
Mr. Gladstone never ceased to advocale
the doctrine that the principles of mor-
allty and religton must have sway In
public affalrs as inflexibly as In private
life, Hence his prompt, unylelding de-
mand for the retirement of Parnell
from the leadership of the Irlsh Home
Rule party, and the Cathollc priests
and the Nonconformist Protestant min-
isters of his party gave him their bless-
ing for his firmneas, It defeated Home
Rule, possibly, but mo matiar, Mr.
Gladstone would not insult public mor-
ais by further recognition of Mr. Far-
nell Gladstone's mastery in flnance was
wholly acquired exactly &s Napoleon
acquired rapidly his mastery of public
pusiness, by the intensity and vigor of
his mental application.

Cambaceres, an able lawyer, records
that Napoleon by Intense mental appll
catlon and unwearjed dally industry
would absolutely master a difficult sub-
ject in less than sixty days that would
take an ordinarily studioys man =&
year to acquire. Through sheer concen-
tration of mind Gladstone, like Napeo-
jeon, made himself & master In finunce,
At 82 years of age, Gisdstone could hold
the charmed attention of an audiertce
of 4000 prople for two hours with an elo-
quence of voice and actlon, a vigor of
srgument that no man In the British
Parilament or the American Congress
has ever matched at =0 advanced an
age. Desplte the fact that he began a
Blgoted Tory and protactionist and be-
cnme the great Liberal jeader and rad-
leal free trader; despite the fact that
he was originally the advocate of
church and state and finally disestab- |
Hshad the Irish church; despite the fact
that he supported Sir Robert Peel in
his coercive mensures In Ireiland and |
¥t became the great Jeader and orator |
of the Irish Home Rule party, desplte |
all seeming (ncons!stencies Mr, Morley |
belleves that Gladstone was always 4 |
growing man, who grew because he |
feariessly followed his conscience. He
did not find himself politically until |
fifty, but when in obedience to his con.
sciance he finally bur=t the cerements |
of his early Tory education he was al.
wasys ever after the lover of liberty for
ail men, the champloa of oppres=sd peo- |
pie, and the devoted lover of peace, and |
Mr. Morley finds nothing In all Glad-
stone’s mass of lelters, journals, dlariss
that diminishes the tribute pald to his |
memory by Lord Salisbury when he,
called him "“a great Christian states-
man.”

SLANG.

The history of elang s an lnteresting !
subject. It i= defined ns the language
of sireet humor, of fast, high and low
iife, while cant is the vulgar secret lan-
gunge of vagnbonds and criminals.
They are both anclent and universal,
Biang is a= old as speech and city dife; |
it i the result of erowding, excitement \
and artificind 1ife; It has been emplovad
by mercurial, vulgar and worthicss per-
sons n every part of the world at every
period of time. The pages of Aris.
taphanes, Plautus, Terence and Martinl
are full of slang. Martial calls nn un-
invited guest who accompanies his |
friend his “shadow,” and when a man |
was trussed, neck and heels, he was
called joculariy  “quadruped.” Some
slang phrases inour langusge are merely
oid English terms whish have bascome
obsoléte through the caprices of fash- |
fon. A great many old words, once re-
epectsble, have fallen into disrepute |
and besn stigmatized as vulgar. Bone, |
in old times, among high and low,
meant to steal, and the phrase “made
no bopes of it was most respectable.
Crack, in the sense of exceilent, and |
crack up, to boast or pralse, were not
conaldered vulgarisms In the time of
Henry VIIL Dodge, a cunning trick, is
from the Anglo-Saxon. Gallivanting
was once a pollte expression, and cler-
gymen bade a nolsy hearer to "hold his
gab" or “shut up his gob.”

GCadding was used In nn old transla-
tion of the Bible. Bacon In his writlngs
speaks of the lower part of & man's |
face as his “gills"” Shakespenre used
many words which are now counted
as valgar, and are part today of the
rude speech of the London costermong-
er. Prig, in the sense of flich, Is one of
Shakespeare’s words, and 8o are pepper
and pay, in the sense of beat or thrash.
Ben Jonson, Beaumont and Fletcher
and other playwriters of Shakespears's
time employed many old words which
have since degenerated into vulgarisms,
such as crusty, izrk In sense of frolic, |
lug, and pickle in the sense of n sad
plight. Old English slang was coarser
end more instinct with downright vul-
garity than our modern alang. It was
confined to nlcknames and Improper
subjects and encroached but little on
the domaln of authorized speech. Crom-
well was called  “0ld Noil" just as
Bonaparte was termad “"Boney"” by the
English and Mariborough “Mzalbrook™
by the French., Cromwell's Legislature
was called “the Barebones, or Rump
Parlinment,” and his followers were
called Roundheads, Butler's Hudibras
is full of yulgar words and phrases, and
the court of Charles IT talked a great |
deal of very naughty slang. -

BSwift wans fond of wulgar or slang
language. Arbuthnot used the ward
“cabbage™ In the slang sense of pur-
loining, Johneon put it In his dlction-
ary, labeling i, however, as “cant™
while Webster yewrs after accepted It
ns an ancient and wvery respectable
word The dramatic books of the |
ecighteenth comtury are crammed with
glang, and naturally enough, for the
writers of comedies and farces In those
days many of them lived in the streets,
wrote their plays in public houses,
Written slang wnas checked rather than
advanced by Addison, Johnson and
Goldsmith, desplte the fact that John-
sonn for many years was driven by ne-
cessity to assoclase with low 1ife inl
London, while Goidsmith enjoyed 1t
whether he was In luck or *“on his up-
pere.” EBlang is not an English word;
it s the gipey term for thelr secret lan-
guage, according to the authority of
Grose's Classical Dictlonary of the
Vulgar Tongue. Every workshop, ware-
house, factory and mill In this
conmtry and Europe has its siang of
native growlh or imported Printers
have a large variely of sinng wonds;
s0 have actors, sallors, public schools
and universities,

There 18 no end to the English dle-
tionary of slang, for the whole civilized
and uncivilized world has cobtributed
to It. Much that Is undoubtedly slang
is worthy of attention as the expression
of irrepressible popular humor. The
notore say, “Stab yourselfl and pass the
dagger.,” which means “help Yourself
and pass the bottle.”™ The English saii-
or when he says “Tap the Admiral™
means to suck liquor from a cask by
means of a straw. This was first done
with the ram cask in which Lord Nel-

| womss. Mr. Gladstone was & very seil- |

| 2on’s body was brought to England to |

'

such an extent as to leave the gallant
Admiral high and dry. Weak whisky
or diluted tea is sald to be *‘water be-
witched,” *“Scandal water” is a humor-
ous name for tea, from old wamen's tea
parties being generally '‘a school for
scandal. “Playing the Scotch fiddle” Is
a coarse English sllusion to the ltch.
“Flag of distreszs™ js a tarm for the
kind of poverty that is advertised by
the shirt sticking out of the frousers.
“Psalm smiter” is a Salvation Army
vocalist; “cackle tub” is a pulpit, and
“tub-thumper” a clergyman.

A rod herring is “a Yarmouth capon,”
just us a New Yorker calls baked beans
“Roston woodcock.” A erying child is
termed “the cat's cousin.” A salt her.
ring in Scotiand Is “a Glasgow Magis-
trate™ or a "Gourock ham.” Potatoes
are “Irish apricots™ er “bog oranges.”
In Calcutta dried fish is called “Bom-
bay ducks,” just as in Engiand toasted
cheess |5 “Welsh rabbit.” When a sol-
dier ia tled to the breech of a gun and

| fogged he s sald to be “kissing the

gunner’s daughter” Autumn is a siang
term for hanging. When the drop was
Introduced the moeb were so pleased
with the new invention that they spoke
of the operation as “Autumn or the fall
of the lenf,” that is, the drop, with the
man about to be hanged. Siadg some-
times is 80 admirable that it enriches
the useful and respectable vocabulhry,
and sometimes words once of good re-
pute drop to the domain of slapg.

GOOD ROADS AXD HIGH CIVILIZATION.

Good roads have always been from
tha days of ancient Rome the leading
characteristic of a superior olviilzation,
Rome was the best soldler, the best
Inwmaker, the best military and civil
engineer of antiquity; Rome was the
first bulider of great agueducts and

| sewers, Athens “invented” art and had

n great literature, but Athena did not
know how to draln a city or bulld a
system of waler works., Athens had a
briefer life of power and grentness than
Rome because it almed at culture as an
immediate gonl. Athens created an at-
mosphere of culture and beauty, but
Rome, compared with Athens, had a
genlus for utilitarian accomplishments
and of course as a great trader and

| soldler Rome was the master bulider

of l"'l-ldi among the anclents, Wherever
Rome carried its arms It constructed
Its excellent military roads. It is a
convincing proof how superior the
Roman mind was to that of the dar-
barous Saxons who succeedead Rome In
Great Britain that the Baxon made
fmall use of the fine roads that sur-
vived the departure of the Romans,

For four hundred years Rome had
maintained these roads, but the Saxons
o nol seem to have utilized thess
roads by setiling along thelr lines. For
convenlence, for self-defense, for quick
transportstion, prompt assemblage and
rupid march in war or peace, the most
natural thing for an intelllgent bar-
barian would have been to bulld thelr
towns and plant thelr settlements along
the jines of these superd Roman high-
ways, but Professor Brown, of the Uni.
versity of Edinburgh, In his “The Arts
in Early Engiand,™ say# that the Saxon
invaders made little account of the Ro-
man roads as routes of mtercourse.
Remains of the great Roman highways
atill survive. It is well known that
these Roman roads can be tracad in
almost all sectiona of Enghnd, and
that they penetrate Into Wales and
Scolland. These Roman roads were-not
tha flet thoroughiares of the country,
for they themselves are superimposed
upon an earller network of British
trackways which may still be traced as
Independent lines, while others have
been taken Into the Roman system. An
Imposing survival of the Roman high
road leads from the Newport arch of
the City of Lincoln in a straight line
to the river Humber,

That theze Roman roads playved little
or no part in the settiement of Britaln
Dy the Anglo-S8axons Is svident from
the fact that the chlef characteristle
of these impressive Roman highways
at the presemt time is thelr isolation
—thelr alowfness from the settlements
and lines of jocal traffic actually In
existence nnd in use., Lincolnshire is
traversed from end (0 end by & notahle
survival of the old Roman highway,
which can be followed without a break
for sixty miles, and vet It only trav-
erses two centers of population, and
both of these Ancaster and Lincoln,
are Roman, while to the east and the
west of the Iine of this old Roman
highway there are within two miles of
It about forty and within three miles of
it about =ixty villages, all with Saxon
nimes, partly Saxon churches, and not
one of these livs upon the old Roman
road or even touches It with outlying
cottages. This same avoldance of the
Roman roads by the Teutonle villages
is observed in other parts of England;
the so-called Stone street, from Lyme
to Canterbury, is a striking éxample.
For through traveling as distinet from
local traffic, some of the Roman roads
must always have remained In uss,
Watling street, which runs from Can-
terbury to Wroxeter, has always been
a recognised route, but, ke most of the
Roman roada, it has little connection
with the villages, and it was important
fis a highway In 1178, long after the
Saxon conquest and settlement, which
succeeded the Roman occupation of
Britain.

The great Roman highway, which
can be more or less clearly followed
from the borders of Devon to Lelcester
gnd Lincoln, sweeps across the country
in but Uitle connection with the pres-
ent life of the Inhabltants. The com-
parative isolation of this great extent
of Roman highway Professor Brown
cites as n most remarkable object-les-
son of the mental attitude of the Saxon
gettlers toward “these monuments of
the unifying influence of Roman rule.”
Tha Frank invaders of Gaul assumed
a different attitnde, for the population
In Gaul gathered first of all about the
Roman roads, beside which the first
rural churches were bullt, but In later
periods of disorder the settlements were
moved back from the thoroughfares,
In Fngland there §s no such evidence
of change of domicile. Professor
Brown's conclusion Is that the Tesutonie
settlements in England were Independ-
ent, self-centered little communitics
that did not consider the means of in-
tercours? with thelr neighbors the mat-
ter of primary importance.

The Baxon had the German traits re-
ferred to by Tacitus, who says that
they “avolded cities and even contlgu-
ous habitasdons, settling down In de-
tached bodies apart from each other.™
All over England the existing Roman
ronds passed through certain villages
and towns that had their origin tn mili-
tary stations, but as a rule the seats of
the Teutomic communities were plated
& mile or two away on elther side. The
Saxons were 5o indifferent to means of
Intercourse that they did not settle in
the Roman towns nor nlong the Roman
highways. This indifference to civil

and military means of communication |

and transportation shows that the Teu-
tonie iInvaders of Britaln were
enterprising traders nor sclentific
diers; they were pifates of a tive
sort, who bhad not sufficient knowledge
of the arts of peace or war to appreci-
ate the value of the great Roman roads.

The registered vote of New York Citx
for the election of Tuesday mnext is
628,808, The highest estimats of the
probabie vote that will be cast is 537,000.
Of these 18,000 is the estimated vote of
the Prohibition, Socialist gnd other
minor parties. Devery's vote will be
very small. On these figures Low or
McClellan, in order to win, must receive
not fewer than 200,000 votes. In 1801
Low receiveqd 206,807 votes, against 285,-
176 for Shepard. If Low can hold his
vota of two years ago he will be re-
elected. On a strict party fight Coler
carried New York City by a plurality
over Odell for Governor of 122,633, an
of course if the Demoerats vots thefr
ticket generally MeClellan will win, but
the Democrats In Brooklyn seldom vote
thelr tleket, In 1501 Low carried Brook-
Iyn by 25,367, while in the Gubernatorial
campalgn of 1502 Coler carried Brooklyn
by 26.614. The Germana do not Hke the
Low administration because they con-
sider that it has been too rigid in the
enforcement of the Sunday law, and the
liquor dealers are openly agalnst Low
on the ground that, in conjunction with
Governor Odell, he helped holst the
lquor tax from $5060 to §$1200. The elec-
tion law does not allow an election dis-
triet In New York City to include more
than €50 voters. The average number
of voters to a district this year Is 408,
District Attorney Jerome won the elec.
tion for the Fuslonista in 1901 because
he 8 & Democrat and swings. a large
Democratic following and because he
inspired the young men with his enthu-
slasm and working energy. If Low is
re-elected he will owe his vietory to
Jerome. Without Jerome the young fel-
lows. would not work very hard for
Low; but Jerome has the magnstic
quality of speech and manner thaj
makes o man a power In a close, hot
campaign,

it is said that the consumers’ turn
haz come In the soft-coal Indusiry, In-
dications are that instead of havidg to
beg for coal at any price, It iIs now a
question with the operators of getting
the coal off thelr hands at prices that
will pay the expense of production. This
sltuation s easlly explalned. Stimu.
lated by the great demand for fuel last
year gfic bituminous mines were worked
a8 heavily as possible; In spite of the
enormous production prices were very
high, much higher that was necessary.
This yéur, it is sald, operatora overes-
timated the price which they could ob-
taln for soft coal. The result Is an
oversupply and a rapid lowering of
prices. This Is not true with anthracite,
owing to the fact that the combination
between the mines and the roads is
much more complete than In the case
of =oft coal. The Independent miners of
anthracite cannot break prices because,
should they attempt to do so, o sudden
shortage of cars would be daveloped
and none would be available for trans-
porting the out.rate coal, However,
the, cheapness of soft coal will in time
affect the price of anthracite by grad-
ually supplanting it for many purposes
until oversupply will foree down the
schedule of pricea,

Agents of the Penslon Bureau who
nave secured the metciment of T, A
Wood and his son, Hosea, for making
and filing false pension clalms bave
not sprung a surprise upon this publie.
It is poseible that soms of the Indlan
War veterans whose acquaintance with
“Commander™ Wood was limited to the
occasions of their annual reunfon and
banquet In this clty believed him to be
a sympathetic and disinterested friend
af the poor, long-defrauded veternns
and thought that the noise that he
made, In season and out of season, In
behalf of the pension blll was attuned
to patriotism, pure and undefiled. But
this beliefl was never for a moment
shared by this publie. It has known
Tom Wood "as preacher, politician and
pension clamorer too long to be mis-
taken In hi= guality, He has lived In
Portiand many, many years. As to his
son Hosea, he was born here, or here-
ahouts, and 1t is generally understood
that he Is 4 man after his father's own
heart,

The €péctacle presented at the bier of
Emma Booth-Tucker In Princess Rink,
Chlcago, on the evening following ths
day of her tragic death was a most un-
usual and impreasive one. Standing
with streaming eyes at the head of the
casket that contained the mortal re.
malins of his wife, Commander Booth-
Tucker dellvered a eulogy that was
touching In its simpilicity and affected
to tears every Individual In an audlence
of 300 people. The eulogy pronounced
by Robert Ingersoll, rank Infidel that
he was, beside the bler of his brother
Is regarded as one of the most touching
and elogquent tributes ever pald to the
dend. Thnat of Booth-Tucker at the bler
of his wife was not more Inspiring or
consoling, though [Hlumined by the
Christlan's faith,

Wiillam L. Elkins, the great traction
magnata and muiltimiilionaire, of Phil-
adelphia, - has been dangerously {1 for
many Jdays, ns the result of wearing a
tight abhoe. FHis foot became Inflamed,
abrasion followad and blood-polsoning
set In. The efforts of the most skilled
physiclans were required to save his
life, and though he Is now Improving
he I8 not yet held to_be out of danger.
It was supposed, erroneansly, as it now
appears, that the era of wearing cruelly
tight shoes had passed. Another erro-
neous idea that has been disclosed by
this case Is that only valn young wom-
en wear shoes that pinch thelr feet,

It 1 extremely unfortunate, The laws
of the state relating to taxation and to
levy and collection of taxes ought to
have been left as they were. But the
desire of Innovation—which s not re-
form—was dominant in the Legislature;
the law was changed, and everything is
upsel. It may be, therefors, that a spe-
cia] session of the Legislature, to cure
a meddlesome blunder, will be found
tmperstive.

——

The notable success of the Nelll-Mo.
rosco company s fittingly crowned this
elghth and last week with William Gil-
jette's great play of love and war, “Be-
eret Service,” The merits of the pro-
duction, as well as the admirable qual-
ity of the actors, should, as they doubt-
less will, earn a reception of unusual
clclimiity S5t FR YL

And, if a special session <4s to be
called, shouldn't it be called as eéarly
as practicable? There's the “imitative
and totherendum.” Can a law go into
effect befors the expiration of nine
days? .

| soveral hours, ¥

HERS BY PURITAN BIRTHRIGHT

As a practical demonstration of the no-
ble and hercin quaiities latent In Ameri-
can womanhood of today thers is no mors
helpful or llluminntive subject for study
than Nordlea. No woman In any clime or
nny age has attalned greater helghts (n
her specfal art, and that without sacri-
fice of womanly purity and goodness. This
i= the more remarkable when we consider
that In no other pr on are o d so
many subtle and alluring temptations
for the pennlless aspirant as thoss of the
footlights and the greenroom. Both as
woman and as artist sha embodies the
mia&i and enduring traits of the old
Norse mythology, tranaflgured and Chris-
tinnizsed by Wagner's genlus.- And this
biis been achieved In the face of great
odde by means of purely American quai-
itles—a stubborn will to do or dis, sturdy
optimism when the skies were darkes:,
tenaclous, clinging to simple truth and
moral purpose even {n an atmosphere of
frivolity and shara, quick adaptabfity snd
sell-reliance, untiring energy, the genius
for hard work—these were hers by Puri-
itan birthright.

She may be regarded as a representative
American. Her Yankes ancestry dates
back to the days of the Mayflower. and s
entwined with quaint legends of Miles
Standish, Gowernor Cirver and Nlustrious
soldlers and preachers without number.
From these she has the fishting blood that
plucka victory out of defeat, and the re-
liglous fervor and Intensity of dramatic
utterance that has made her the grentest
Brunnhilde, Hisa and Isolle on the op-
eratic stage. An ancestral line that can
outweather bleak, storm-rncked Malne
through so many generations, and evolve
force enough to control the destinies of
the state, Is quite Hkely to develop also a
very superfor type of physique. Nordica's
splendld girth of chest and hercle bulla
make up an endowment that has given her
a title to success whare a great host of
singers have signally falled, She seems
indeed to belomg to & race of demi-gods
rather than of men. And & radiant is
her presenco that she suggests an {neas-
nate Brunnhllde, war goddess of the
Northérmn skies sent to earth to leurn the
Wways of men and to become sofletied and
humanized by love and suffering.

As we see Nordice today
product of the noblest elements
natlonal charncter angd the
gendus of Hichnrd Wagner. It was lnov-
itable that, as she passed oowand [n b

L d

she s the

in our

transfused

wr
carper from L'Africalne to uerite
andfrom Violetin to Alda, should at
last choose to identlfy hersolf with the
grand and Impassione! fig in Wag
nerian music-drama. No artiflelality or
overstrainéd sentiment here, but spirit-
ual earnestness, fruth and  verity, the
primondial, elemental forces of life and

love working out thelr traglc ends upon a
purified and flre-swept world

Since XNordlea's Impersonation of Brunn-
hilde haa absorbed =0 gensrous a share
of her life enerry and sympathy, it in but
aatural that her own <hn ter should
bave been profoundly Influenced by o
To preserve the prime charcteristios of
the godilks nnd human in and the
same person withoot doing violence to
elther is certainly a complex and
cate problem, viewsd merely as an intel-
lectual feat. But it is much more than
this when viewed in lts moral aspect

The sudden Impulsive yielding of Brunn-
hilde to protecting pity for a human be-
ing In distress in disobedience to Wotan's
commands, dooms her to exiles from Val-
halla. Wotan, both god and (ather to
her, tender but inexornble In tha mament
or parting, géntly wisses the godbood
from her and sends her down to earth,
where she sleeps, guardsd by a circle
fire. She can awakenad anly by
hero who knows not fear. Slegfried frees
her, and asdventures of tragic Import
tread fast on one another’'s hesls

The curas of the love s sym-
bolized By the theft of the magle ring
which bring=s to the holder all earthly
power but »0 spiritval satisfaction. Thls
curse hangs over the gods and hurries
them on to their doom—total annibilation
These gods of 2 worn-out pagan mytholo-
£y are, In the end, jost In a whirlwind of
fire, and are replaced by the new cron-
tion of a fresh race of men. Free will is
eatablishad, is made
tice triumphs by means of Brunuhilde
final net of Immolation. Spiritunlized hy
love, after many sorrows, she ls able to
returg tha accursed ring to the rightful
owners, the Rhine maldens, To compiete
the expiation she then wvoiuntarily suffers
death. Thus are self-conquest and atone-
ment achlsyved Love, purified of aill
earthly dJdross, conquers death, and the
curse of the Rhelngold {5 removed from
the world through the seif-sherifice of
womnan,

The splend!d power and profound moral
signifionnce of Brunnhilde as created
Wagner make hor tha most noble, poetie
and daring type of womanhood In dra-
matie literature. It Is clearly impossible
tor one lving so cless to great primeval
verities such as these not to be In & meas-
ure molded by them; and Nordlca by her
transcendently noble interpretation of this
role has demonstrated Iin very direct
fashion the potential power of Amerjcan
womanhood.

GERTRUDE METCALFE.
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Big Prizes for Pennsy Employees.
Philndelphla North American.
After carefully examinlng every foot of
track and right of way between Plttsburs
and Jersey City and Philadelphin and
Washington, the Pennsylvania BEhilroad
officers declded that the best-kept ploce
of track and road was that section of the
system extending from  the
Gardens to Trentom, technically known
as seotion G, of the New York dlvislon.

The first prize of ¥ accordingiy w:nr

awarded to Supervisor J. J. Rhouds, the |

second portion of the prize amounting to
$500, belng awarded to Asslstant Huper- |

visor W. G. Shaner. KFellowing an estab-
lished rule, the $i20 will be divided
equally among the workmen on the di-
vision.

A cash prize of 50 was awarded to J.
J. Keenan, of the FPhlladelphim division, |
and a second omsh prize of §0 was also
awarded tg . P. Cook. also of the Fhila- |

delphia division.
The yard supervisors’ prize of $100 for
the best maln lne yard betwesn Jersey

City and Plttsburg and Philadelphin as d |
Washington was awarded to W, T. Co-|
yert. who has charge of the Philadelphia
yard,

The other prizes for lne and surface
during the year were awarded, as well
as specidl supervisors and foremen's
prizes.

Baked Sgquash.

New York Evening Post.

Cut a ripe Winter squash In baif length-
wise, take out the seeds, bul do not pare.
Place the halves in a baking pan with &
ittie water, cover, and bake in a moderate
oven for an hour and a half. A quarter
of an hour before the squash ls done re-
mova the cover and with a spoon take out
the water In the pan. Sprinkle with plen-
ty of =alt and put a generous lump of
butter In each half. Return to the oven
to brown silightly. Serve with a spoon
from the half shells. Pumpkin ecoked in
this way I8 even better than squash,
Pumpkin requires long, slow cooking for

Zoological |

L practions,

ROTE AND COMMENT.

Flles.

(Kipling somewhat amenfed.)
Files—
The files—
Office dlen!
Oblige me by referring to the filea
Every question man can ralse,
Every phrase of svery phane -
Of that question is on mcord In the fles.®
But to serk the date and place
Or the very slighliest trace
Of the guestion neatly phrased,
Ia to end up feeling faszed,
For the paper with it In
Is missing, sure as wsin!
Oh, the fles,
Hiarstod files,
Nothing s the ssarcher riles
As the neat, but Imcompicts, array of fles!
On you ek through every solumm,
Church notes, local briefs, editorials solemm,
You do it in n trice,
Than, more alowly, twice,
And, stlll more slowly, thrice—
Oh, It nice,
Betking something that les Jow
As through dusty files you go.

Then perhaps the seventh loak

Is the Dilankest one you ok,

And a friend lools o'er your shoulder,
Aa a casuxa]*bebolder,

And ¢ ints our, sure snough,

Just the very plece of stuff

That you ve lookesd at seven times!
Files,

Ephinxy files!

How the searchers' anger biles,

How he carpsstly reviles

Tha flea,

DfMeca files,

Ohlige mes by sn Imprecation on the Nies,

Eonscless, aln-provoking, stury-cloaking
Fllea.

*Seven lines copyrighted, 13, by Rudyard
Kipling., Hemalnler copied wrong.

The Ambassadors.
8ir Mortimer Durand declares thnt he
looks upon his dutles as more social than
diplomuntie, ’
As a star in the sky diplomatic
My place s a ted %
I'm received with & welbormie
By the people o whom I may call

solitiotan,
real Ia his walght,
mssador's misston

Has nothing to do with the State,
I kear no politteal spesches,
Nor of famebet

stles T dream,

I=nches

Whaz I'm « =
That foat ln Saclety's

To commerce [ pay no attention,

Nor to quest of

boundary zones;
i care for no other convention
Than one that Socisty owns,

wong® and cakn-walks a winner,
ny counirymen's name,

o dianer
IncTeases my

fams,

I remember hard work was my nothon,
Though the service déclired 1 was “off,"™
TN 1 happensd to =in my | t 3
Phen . oomy promotlos

By beating the Premisr at goft

Eince the i Gon't B

tier to ¢

The rondl where the

: row | adopt a8 my mod
The distingiilahed American, Lekhr,

The Oregon Cottage.

lown by the breeze

2ng boys 1o plunder,
itage bY iree-lined street,
X Wils fnslde it;

cotingn coxy amd neat,

and creepers hide it

Homsas

Labor-stalned workman

clicks the gate,
Resy-oh <

htm
npt or late),
im.

(Blow the

Wide at the door 1o my

From the Infants’ Examiner.

The Iiustrated Sporting Nows paints
out that even the lads of the [nterscholas-
tic Amsociation have a one-Year playing
rule in foothall, and says that we may
expent “eligibllity clau used in
kindergartons keep » “athlete-stu-
dent™ from breaking into biind man's baft,

L2 te he

o

It is umually & scrub man whose wife is
a scrubwoman.

Kipling hos ceased to “kipple,"” and. on
the ather hand, does not ripple.

Nurse Gorman rcbukes the Impetuous
infant who oc¢cuples the Presidentinl chalr,

We have soma high rollers in Portland,
but Corvalits leads us with a bunch of
Holy Rollers,

Crows are unaccountably numerous in
Fritish Columbla, when one considers the
frequent dlet of her politicians,

The La Crosse Butter and Cheess Com-

pany fafled In its attemept to corral
cheese. Thers are no cowboys In Wis-
comsin,

Strange that a man should tremble bhee
cailse he thought alrships pursued him,
when all he nead do to escape Iy climb a
Indder.

Canada, It {s announced, will establinh
three naval stiations. 1f she has any scrap
in contempintion she had better select in-
land sites,

To prevent so much talk of foul piay
and professionallsm, why not make foot-
ball lika that game aof canls wherein
cheating 1s ghe recognized mode of play?

A New York woman, who gives bridge
partles, has evolved the plan of sending
the f ] the homes of her guests.
This 5 an ldea worth copying—It would ba
&> eas=y to blame a forgetful memory when
the prizes wera not received.

o

Victor Napoleon s quite ready to aban-

don nll hisx pretense to the throne of
France, or the place where the thrones
was, If only he be allowed 1o Hve in

Paris, Portlanders in the East'Will under-
stand his feclings.

“Broadway and Forty-second streot™

sadd A New York politiclan, "is only the
Bowery In a dress sult.”™ This sounds
clever, but might easily be changed to,

“The Bowery i3 only Broadway In reach-
me-downs."

Eastern exchanges
whoe murdsrad 18 persons, drank their
blood and fed their bodles to his hoga
A story has only to be jncredibly exag-
gerated and incredibly repulsive to be
welcomed by some editor=

tell of a Russian

Ol4 Subscriber—The authors of the
books you mention are as follows:

Hearts Aflame—Senator Platt

Questionable Shapes—Lilllan Bussell
Lismerick Up-to-Date Book—Andrew Corneghe.
The Elent Mald (autohiography) — Ella

Whesler Wileox.

Little Stories of Married Life.—Chauncey De-
peEw.

Tom Tig has heen semt io the training botile
by Haryals Kindetgarton, but some oppositlon
s expectad from Princepenn, as it is said that
Tix Is pot taking & course om the orrery, but
merely one in football If the protest be up-
heid, Haryale's sguat tag itne-up will be ma-
terially weakensd

Comginints ars being made that Princepena
has emissaries in most of the nurseriss in the
West, gathering in likely babes for the ring
around the rosey team. This s condemned as
ynsportemanlike, and an appenl s & g made
to mothers by the stwlent-bodies apd facultles
nt the Western kindergartons to discourage tha
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