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Chapter Vii—Continued.

In thisx state of suspense Mr. Hunt was
. detaln+sd at the Marquesas untli the 24
" of November, when he proceeded in the
" Albatross to the Sandwich lslands. He
had ptill hoped that the annual ehip would
. e found here; but, slas, for the Lark!
for, aotwithetanding she reached inesafety
within a few degress of the Sandwich
Julands, here a gule sprung up in the fury
of which she “broached to,” when two
waves completely upset her, The masts
and rigging were cut away, but she was
Jeft & mere hull, full of water. After the
gale had measurably subsided they rigged
" a temporary stage on which the crew
ralsed themseives above the water and In
this way., =uffering beyond description
from exposure, hunger and thirst and
after Jowing the first mate and four sea-
men, on the Iist they descried. o thelr
ETeat transport., & cance approaching,
managed by natives, From them they ob-
talned a very welcome supply of pota-
toes, The second mate went on shors In
the cznoe to procure help to tow the
wreck Into harbor, but peither man nor
belp returned. The next day ten or 12
canves came sziongside, bot rendered no
’ nid. They nll now abandoned the ahip,
got into the canoes, and reached the
Iand at no great distance. As 00N as
they touched the beach they WwWere sur-
rounded by nativea, who siripped them
almost naked. The name of this inhos-
pitable isiand was Tahoorowa.

In the course of the night the wreck
came drifting to the strand, with the
surf thundering around her, and shortly
sfterward bllged. The natives would not
allow the seamen to help themselves to the
provisjons which floated on shore. nelther
weres they allowed to go on board the
wreck. Mr Ogden made his way 1o the
Isiand of Owyhee, and endeavored to
make e0zne arrangewments with Kanmaham-
aha, the King of the Bandwich Isiands,
for the rellef of his companions in mis-
fortune. The King agreed to furnish the
erew with provisions during thelr stay
m his territories, and to return to them
all their clothing that could be found;
but he stipulated that the wreck should
be abandoned to him as & walf cast by
fortune upon his shores, With these con-
dition=s Mr. Ogden was fuin to comply.
Upon this the great Kamahamaha depu-
ted his favorite Johnm Young, the tarpau-
Un Governor of Owyhes, to procesd with
o number of the royal gunrds, and take
possession of the wreck in behalf of the
crown. This was done acoordingly, and the

property and crew were removed to
Owyhee. The royal bounty appears to
have been scanty in its dispensations,

The crew fared but meagerly; though, on
roading the journel of the voyage, It Is
singulnr 1o find them, after all the hard-

ships they had suffered, =0 sensitive
adout inconvenietces as to excialm
nguinst the King as a “savage monster,”
for refusing them a *“pot to cook In’*
and demying Mr. Ogden the use of &

knife and fork which hadgheen saved from
the wreck

Buch was the ynfortunate catastrophe
of the Lark Had she reuched her destl-
nation In safety, affalrs at Astoria might
have taken a different coursne. A strange
Tatslity seems 1o have attended all the
expeditions by sea, and thoss by land
were not much less disastrous.

Captaln Northrup was still at the Band-
wich Islands when Mr, Hunt arrived on
December 30 The latter ymmediately pure
chased, for 1008, o brig called the Ped-
Jer, and put Captaln Ne=-rup In com-
mand of her. They set Eafl for Astoria
on Januery 22 intending to remove the
property from thence to the Russian set-
tlements on the northwesl coast, o pre-
vent it from falllug into the hands of
the Britiah. Such were the arders of Mr.
Astor, sent out By the Lark

We will now leave Mr. Hunt on his voy-
age, and return o see what has taken
place at Astoria during his sbesence. Om
October 1, about five weeks after Mr,
Hunt had salled in the Albatross from
Astoria, Mr. M'Kenzie sot off with two
canoes and 12 men for the posts of
Mesnra. Stuart and Clark, to apprise them
pf the new arrangemeoents determined vupon
in the secret conference of the partners
st the factory.

He hiad not ascended the river 100 miles
when ha met a squadron of ten canoes
sweeping merrily down under British col-
ore, the Canadian oarsmen, ns fitted out
by Mr. M'Taviah, with Mr. Stuart, an-
other partner of the Northwest Company,
and a number of clerka. They had heard
of the Pheobe and the Isaac Todd being
on the high seas, and were on thelr way
to awalt thelr ardval. In one of the
canoes Mr, Ciark came passenger, the
alarming intelllgence having brought him
down from his post om the Spokane.

AM'Kensle determined to return to As-
torin with them. So, veering about, the
two parties camped together for the night.
The leaders, of course, ohserved a due
decorum;: but some of the subalterna
coulf not restraln thelr chuckllng exulta-
tion, boasting that they would soon plant
the Britiah standard on the walls of As-
toria, and drive (he Americans out of the
oountry. In o secret conference held be-
tween Clark and M Kenzle, they agreed to
steal a merch on the other party, and get
down in time to apprize M'Dougnl of the
approach of these Northwesters. The
iatter, however, were completely on the
alert; jJust as M Kenzie's CAnoés werp
pushing off, they were joined by a couple
from the Northwest sguadron, in which
was M Tavish with two clerks and 11
men, With these he intended to push for-
ward and make arrangements, leaving the
res=t of the convey, in which was a large
quantity of fure, to awalt his orders

The two parties arrived at Astorin on
the Tth of October. The Northwesters
encomped umnder the guns of the fort and
dsplazed the Britlsh colors, The young
men in the fart, “native Americans."” were
on the point of holsting the American
flug, but were forbiddem by M'Dougal!
The young men were exceedingly galled |
Py the tone and manner assumed by the
dlerkse and retalners of the Northwest
Company, who ruffied about in that swell-
ing and braggart style which grows up
among these heroes of the wilderneoss,
They, in fact. considered thomselves londs
of the ascendant, and regarded the ham-
pered and harrassed ASWOTIENS as & Con-
gquered people

- Om the followlng dany M'Dougal eon-
vened the clerks, and read to them an
extract from a Jetter from hiz uncle, Mr.
Angus Bhaw, one of the principal part-
ners of the Northrwest Company, announc-

1 ing the coming of the Phoebe and the

Jeanc Told, “to take and destroy every-

thing American on the Northwesi coast.”™
This intelligence was received without
dismay by euch of the oclerks as were

“pative Americans.” They had felt in-

dignant st seeing their National fOag
struck by a Canadian commander, and
the British flng fiying, as 1t were, in thele
faces. They had been stung to the quick,
algo, by the wvadlting als cssumed by
the Northwosters. In this mood of mind
they would willlngly have nadled thelir onl-
ors to the staff and defied the frigate.
She could not come within many miles of
the fort, as they supposed by thelr can-
non. The cool and calculating spirits,
bhowever, at the head of affalrs, felt
nothing of the patriotic spirit of indigna-
tion which characterized these young men
and every true American when an Insuit
fg cffered by the retuiners of any forelgn
despot, The extract of the letter had,
apparently. beenn read by M Dougal mere-
I¥ to prepare the way {or a preconcerted
gtroke of management. On that same
duy M'Tavieh groposed to purchase the
whole etock of goods and furs belonging
to the company, both at Astoria and at
the interior posts. at cost and charges.
M Douga! undertook to comply, assuming
the whole management of the negotintion
in virtue of the power vested in him In
case of the noparrival of Mr, Hunt That
power, however, was [imited and specifie,

end did not extend to such an extensive

operation, No objection, "however, was
made to his assumpiion; and he and
M'Tavish soon made a preliminary ar-
rangement, perfectly satisfactory to the
lntter,

Mr. Stuart and the reserve party of
Northwesters arrived sghortly afterward,
and encampall with M'Tavish. The for-
mer excisimed loudly agalnst the terms
of the arrangement, and inslsted upon a
reduction of the priees. New negotiations
had now fo be entered Into, and to say
no more of the peremWory tone assumed,
and the insults offered by the Northwest-
e, notwithstanding they were completely
at the mercy of the Inmnates of the fort,
the terms of sale w lowared by M Dou-
gal to the standard fixed by Mr. Btuast,
and en agreement executed on the 18th of
October, by which the furs and merchan-
dlse of all kinds In the country belonging
to Mr. Astor passed Into the possession
of the Northwest Company at about
third of thelr real valuoe. .

Not quite 3000 was allowed for fure
worth upward of 500000, Beaver was !
valued at 2 por skin, though worth ;|
land otter at 5 cents, though worth $6;
sen otter at £12 worth from $5 to 3690:
and for several kinds of furs nothing wos
allowed. The goods and merchandise for
the Indizn trade ought to have brought

~e¢ timos the amount for which they
we. v sold,

The Northwest Company also guaran-
teed to such as did not choose Lo enter
into the service of that company a safe |
passags through all thelr josts 4n the
interior, and the amount of woges dus
them was to be deducted from the price
pald for Astoria.

M'Dougal did not satisfy Mr. Astor In
reference Lo the integrity of his conduct

In thus abandoning the enterprise, and
disposing of the property, as will ap-
pear by an extract from a lettor written
by that gentieman to Mr. Hunt *"Had
our pirce and our property.” sald he,
“been falrly captured, 1 should bave prﬁl

|

ferred It 1 should not feel ne If I were
disgraced.”

Shortly after concluding the above agree-
ment M Dougnl became a- member of the
Northwest Company, and received =a
share productive of a handsome (ncome.

On the moining of November 30 a asall
was observed doubling Cape Disappolint-
ment. It came to anchor in Baker's Bay,
and proved to be a ship of war, and, for
fonr thaw it ndght prove to be an Amer- |
fcan vessel M'Tavish loaded two barges
with ull the packages of furs bearing the
mark of the Northwest Company and
made off for Tongue Point, thres miles up
the river.

In the meantime M Dougal, who still
remained nominal chief at the fort. on
his way to the ship instructed his men,
who were recently in the employ of the
American Fur Company, to pass them-
scives off for American or Englshmen,
according 1o the exigencles of the cane

The vessel proved to be the RBritish |
sioop-of-war Racoon, of ¥ guna, and|
1% men. commanded by Captain Black.
The vessel had salled from Rio Janeiro
in company with the Phoebe and Cheruab, |
85 & tonvoy to the Isasc Todd Mr. John |
M'Tavish, partner of the Northwest
Comany., had taken passage on board of
the Thoebe, to profit by the anticipated |
catastrophs at Astoria. |I

But ax the comvoy had besn peparated |
by stresa of weather off Cape Horn, and
&s nothing had been heard of the Isanc
Todd afterward, ang as iotelligence was
received of the mischief that Commodore
Porter was dolng among the whale ships,
Commodore Hillyer ordered the Racoon
to the Columbia, whila the other two
went in search of Porter.

The officers of the HRaccoon were In |
high spirits. The agents of the North-
west Company, in instigating the expe-)
ditlon, had talked of immense booty to!
be eescured by the fortunate captors of |
Astoria. Mr. M'Donald had kept up the |
excitement during the voyage, =0 that
there was not a little midshipman on

bomrd but was ready to burst with hopes
of obtalning sacks of prize money, nor a
licutenant but felt his Importance, !f pos-
sible, more than ever, when he draamed
of the treasures which they would bear
homs to ald England, and throw down at
the feet of thelr wives and sweethearis.
But whep there ls not a sufficlent al-
lowanos made for shrinkage, as one ob-
served, we are apt to shrink in our di-
mengiong when we fall In reallzing a con-
summation of our fond and long-cherish-
od hopen. It was so in this case with the
“Heutenants” and “middien,” when they
learmed that thelr warlike attack upon
Astorla had been foremalled by a snug
commercial arrangement, and that thelr
anticipated beoty had become Britsh
property In the regular course of traffic:
and that all this had been effected by the
very company which had been Instrumen-
tal in getting them sent on what they
now stigmatiked as a fool's errand.  The
captaln himself felt so Indignant on find-
ing that they had been so completely
duped and fooled by a set of shrewd men
of traffic that we may reasonably con-
clude that he shrunk away to the com-
mon sise of an ordinary “Jonathan ™

In & word, M'Dougal fodnd himself so
ungraciously recelved by hils countrymen
on board the ship that he wos glad to
cut his wvi=lt short and return to shore.
He was busy at the fort, making prepa-
rations for the reception of the captain
of the Racoan, when his one-syed fathor-
in-law made his appearance with a train
of Chinook warriors, =l painted and
equipped-in warllke style.

01 Comcomly had beheld with dismay
the arrival of a “big war canoe™ dis-
playing the Britlsh flag: and having
learned something of politics by his daily
visits at the fort, he knew of the war
existing betwesn the nations, but knew
pothing of the arrangements bhetween
M Doygal and M'Tavish, He trembied.
in-law, and the glory of his daughter,
In%law, and the glory of his daughter,
and aasembled his warriors In all haste,
“King George,” anld he,
EToat ceanve to destroy the fort and make
slaves of all the inhabitants
suffer It? The Americans are the first
white men that have flxed themselves in
the land. They have treatoed-  us as
brothers. Thelr great chlef has taken my
dnughtor to be his squaw. We are there-
fore ns one people.”

Fits warriors all determined to stand by
the Americans to the last, and to this
eflect they came painted and armed for
battle. Comcomly made a spirited war
speach to his son-in-law, and offered to
kil every white man from King Gearge's
ship that should attempt to land. which
would be an easy matter, as the ship
could not reach the shore by a coneider-
able distaace, and as the crew would be
obliged to land In boats, the old chief
could lay oconcemled in the thicket on

shore and cut them all off as soon as |

they Innded.

But what must have been the astonighe
ment of the old visitor when M Dougal
sdvised him and his men to lay
thelr army and war dress, and wash off
the paint from thelr faces and bodies,
und appear lke clean and peaceabls
savages to recelve the sirangers court-
eously, for notwithstanding the ship be-
longed to King George, her crew would
not injure the Americans or thelr Indian
allien.

This was so contrary to the old
chieftain’s notlons of receiving a hostlle
nation that It wns only after M Dougal
repeated In the most positive manner the
Assurance of the amicable Intentinns of
the strangers that he was Indueed to
lower his fighting tone. He sald some-
thing to hls warriors explanatory of this
eingular posture of affaire, and In vindl-
catlon, perhaps, of the pacific charncter
of his son-in-law. They all gave a shrug
and an Indian grunt of acquiescence, and
returned In a sulky mood to their vil-
lage 'to lay aside thelr weapons for the
present.

“has sent hiw |

Shall we |

aslde |

I As soon as the proper arrangements
wore made, Captaln Biack caused his
boats to be manned and landed with be-
fitting state at Astoria From the talk
that had been made by the Northwest

expectad to find a place of some fmpor-
tance. When he beheld nothing but stock-
J ades and bastions calculated for defense
against naked savages, he felt an emotion
l of Indignant surprise, mingled with some-
thing of the ludicrous. “Is this the fort™
he ctied, “about which I have heard so
much talking? *“Why,” sald he. adding
an oath, “T'd batter it down In two hours
| with a four-pounder.” But when
| heard of the amount of rich furs that had
| been pasmed nto the hands of the North-
west Company, he was cutrageous, In-
sisting that an Inventory should be taken
| of all the property purchased of the

Americans, with a view of ulterior meas-
ures in England for the recovery of the
| value from the Northwesters. As he
:'xrnr cool, however, he relinquished the
| ldea of preferring such a claim. and rec-
onciled himnself, as well as he could, to the
idea of having been forestalled
bargaining coadjutors.

On the 12th of December the fate of
Astoria was consummated by a regular
ceremonial. Captaln Black, attendad by
his officera, entered the fort, caused the
British standard to be erected, broke a
borle of wine, and declared In a loud
volce that he took possession of the es-
tablishment In the name of His Britannic
Majesty, changing the name of Astoria
to that of Fort George.

Although this was explaimed to the In-
dlen warriors as being a friendly arrange-
meént and transfer, yet they shook thelr
kends grimly, and could not be persuaded
that their ancient allles were not all sub-
jugauted to a state of siavery until they
beheld the Racoon depart without taking
AWAY ANy prisoners.

As to Comcomly, he no longer prided
himself upon his white son-in-law; but,
whenever he was asked about him, he
shook his head and replied that his daugh-
ter had made a mistake, and, § d of
Fetting a great warrior for a husband,
had married herself to a squaw.

On the Zth of February, the brig Ped-
ler anchored In the Columbla River.
Thia was the vessel which Mr, Hunt
had purchased at the Sandwich Islands,
to take off the furs collected at the fac-
tory, and to restore the Islandsrs to
their home. Mr. Hunt expressed his in-
dignation In the strongest terms when
he learned in what manner M Dougal
| had disposed of the whole establishment,
and determined to makes an effort to get
back the furs. As soon as his wishes
were known in this respect. M Dougal
|came to souad him on behnlf of the
Northwest Company, Intimating that he
thought the furs might be purchased at
an advance of 5 per cent. This over-
ture was not caleulated to snoth the
ungry feelings of Mr. Hunt, and hisg in-
dignation was complete when he discov-
ered that M Dougal had actually been a
partner of the Northwest Company
sinee the 3d of December. He had, not-
withstanding, rotained the papers of the
Paelfic Fur Company in his possession,
a had continued to act as Mr. Astor's
agent, besides divulging to his new as-
roclates all Mr. Astor's pians of opera-
tlon, and copying his business letters
for their perusal! Mr. Hunt, with some
difficuity, obtalned possesslon of the pa-
pers of the concern, and brought the
business to a close; remitted the drafts
of the Northwest Company in Mr. As-
tor's favour to him by some of his as-
soclates who were about to cross the
mountaing,. and embarked on board the
Pedler on the 3d of April, and bade a
final adieu to Astoria

The next day, April 4 Messrs. Clark,
M'Kengle and David Stuart, and such of
the Astorians as had not entered Into the
mervice of the Northwest Company, set
out to cross the Rocky Mountains

These return partles from Astoria, both

[ |
|

Company of the strength of the piace, he

, by sta and land, experienced on the way
| a8 many adventures, viclssitydes and mis-
}lmul ns the far-famed HReroes of the
| Odymsey. They reached thelr destination

| at different times, bearing tidinga to Mr. |

Astor of the unfortunate termination of
his enterprise.

At the return of peace, Astorfa, with
the adjacent country, reverted to the
United States by the treaty of Chent, on
the principle of status ante belum, and
| Captain Biddie was dispatched In the
| sloop-of-war Ontario to tuke formal re-
| pogsession.

For various reasons, the most important
of which belng the suplnoness of the
| American Government to act In the prem-
Ises, when solicited to do so by My, Astor,
he made no further efforts to reoccupy
Astoris.
| The British Government soon began to
percelve the Importance of this region,
| and to desire to include It within their
territorial domalns. A question has coa-
sequently risen as to the right of the
| sbil, and has become one of the mast per-
| plexing mow open between the United

Bitates and Groat Britain. In the first

treaty melative to it, under date of Oc-
| tober M, 1518 the question was [sft un-
settied, and it was agreed that the coun-
l try on the North-west coast of America,
westward of the Rocky Mountains,
claimed by either nation, should be opén
to the inhabltants of both for ten years,
for the purposes of trade, with equal
right of navigating all its rivers. When
these ten years had expired, a subme-
quent treaty, In 18§, extended the ar-
rangement to ten additional years. So
the matter stands at present.

Having recorded all the leading ovents
in the history of the Ovegon Territory,
from the time that the Northwest Coast

overthrow of Mr. Astor's bold and enter-
prising scheme to colonlse and call into

treated, except recording my regrets, with
those of Washington Irving and others,
that our Government should have neg-
lected the overture of Mr. Astor, and suf-
fered the moment to pass by when full

taken quietly, as a matter of course, and
a military post established, without dis-
pute, at Astorin. The second perind of
ten years has elapsed, during which the
powerfifl, because wvery wealthy, British
Fur Company has monopolized all the
trade, with a very small exception (and,
consequently, an jmnlu] amount of wealth
ariging therefrom), of that vast country,
from Callfornla, nay, of California it-
self, to a great extent, and from that to
Knamschatkn. What profits the Ameri-
cans hiave derived from that country have
been procuread by great toil; because,
when they reached that coast they found
themseives unprotectesd, and goaded on
every side by this powerfal monopoly,
which possesses a sinking fund of two
millions sterling, If the writer has been
correctly Informad, for the expresa pur-
pose of competing with every vessel that
may comeé on the coast for the purpose
of trade. And they possess not only the
means, but also the men, gualified in
every respect for the accompiishment of
the severnl dutlies anssigned them. And
the object of this “honourable’” company
Is to control the destinles of the whole
country, as far as they may be permitted

ing of wealth; and If at any time It
thould become necessary for them to
take up their traps, and vast herds and
flocks, they can accomplish this as ex-
peditiously, and with but little more loss,
than M'Tavish sustainsd whena he packed
the furs purchared At so fine a lay from
“Comcomly's white son-In-law,” Into his
barges, and scud away from Tongue
Polnt. For they have thelr anticipated
headquarters ready for occupancy at any
time, on Vancouver's Inland, a Nttle above
the {ith degres of north Iatitude. Thelr
vessels are ready at short notlce, by which

was discovered by Captaln Cook until the .

requisition the resources of that wilder- |
ness region, I will pass on without any |
further reflections upon the subjects just '

possession of this reglon might have been |

80 to do, and to draln it of its last farth- |

o convey their peltries, goods, ete., and
their Canadians are most obedient to
their superiors, can very soon drive the
flocks and herds through to Nesqually
{(Puget Bound), and from thence to head-
quarters. And what will they be obliged
to leave behind? Why, notbing but a
few miserable bulldings, the best of which
congist of posts set up, which are then
filled in with slabs from the sawmiil,
soaled up In the inside, in a very rough
and chesp manaér. And If there should
be a more Important location, such as
that at the Walamet Falls, for Instance,
the hest’ water privilege in the country,

then Individuals of the Honourable Huod-
son's Bay Company mark out their
claima, as Dr. John M’ Laughlin, the

“principal agent of the company west of
the Rocky Mountaias.” has done. at the
above-named falls, where he clalms a
mile square, embracing that side of the
falls which =, by far, the most important

ride. There he has a sawmill iIn
operation; and there a tompany of
Americans have, also a sawmill and
flouripg-mill in operatlon (which are,
however, clalmed by the doctor, un-
til some government shall take [t in
hand, and settle the dispute between

them, the two mills being located, as the
doctor will have it, upon his square mile).

Upon that claim the above-named gen-
tleman s bulldiag a city, and was sell-
ing off amall city lots at 510008 aplece, to
“native Americans,” too, and gives them
& good warrant deed! Does not thisx ar-
gue that British subjects suctually possoss
the right of soil in that territory? The
writer was creditably Informed In the
S8pring of 1841 while at Walamet Falls,
that the doctor had just sbid 20 lots at
the above-named price. And how thesas
claims be disposed of If our Govarn-
ment should recover Tull possession
| there? Why, all these Individuals would
| have to do would be simply to “holst
the American colofrs,” and procialm
themaelves Ameriean cltizens, and then
“they would be alright,” and might con-
tinus as ngents of the Hudson's Hay
Company, in carryving forward thelr lu-
ceative operations still. Thus the reader
may percelve that tha ocountry I8 not
only being drained of Its wealth by the
removal of its furs and skins, wheat and
other grains, butter and lumber, to
England and other foreign markets, but
even the soll Iwself is being disposed of,
and that to Americans, too, in onder to
fill the already overflowing coffers of
that vast trading establishment,

And nre the gentlemen of that company
blameworthy because they are engaged,
henrt and hand, In this money-getfing
business? No, not In the least. They are,
on the contrary. worth of ten thousand
pralacs; for a kinder and more hospita-
ble company of gestlemen, I doubt, can-
not be found on the glove. Never the
poor wanderer be turned from thelr doors
unfed or unclothed; am! thelr many acts
of kindnesa bestowed upon the writer and
his family will ever lay him under obil-
gations to love and respect them. But,
it there I» any blame to be attached to
anyone because of the course that has
bean, and is being. pursued there, at
whose door must it lla? No doubt it must
e at the door of our Government at
Whashington. There, “Uncle Sam’™ has
lb-_-en emoking nnd dosing over the sub.
ject, like his “worthy predecessor.”
{ “Peter Btuyvesandt,” since the time that
| Captain Biddle was dispatcheed in the
sloop-of-war Ontario to take repossession
| of Astoria. And If, at any time, he has
| been aroused from his swest repose, It

has been only effected b a hunch from

“aJhn Bull’'s" elbow. reminding him that

the term of treaty had explred, and that,

in order that “John"” might apply his

“muck-rake,” as Bunyan sald, with re
newed energy in seraping the remalning
wealth out of the country, It would be
|memr\,' ot renew it. But we will leave

this topic to be discussed by the nbile
politiclans of the day, and will now pro-
ceed to give a description of the face of
the country.

CHIMMIE FADDEN'S LETTER ¥ ¥ Some Novel Views on Playwriting

’ ‘M TINKING of writing a play."
'I says Mr. Paul de odder evening |
while 1 was fixing da log fire In dGe
library where dey sits nights when dey
hasn‘'t to go ne where, and can stop to
home.

But, folst, llsten: Bince Misa Fannle
has married Mr. Paul It takes n crowbar |
and a argument for to get him started
out of de house after dinner. It used to
tzke a safe-deponit Jock and o guard wit |
a gun to kesp Mr, Burton, what was Mina
Fannle's odder husband, to home—and den
he'd makea sneak somehow. Duchess |
says dere Is no romance about de mar- |
ried life of Mr. Paul and Miss Fannio, |
becaupe dey just seems to be stuck om |
each odder's company, and don't have to |
have in de nelghbors to see how comfey |
dey is gotting along.

“What do you want em to 4o, woman!™
I asks her, "o you want em to have |
de Ilme Ught turn on em al! de time whes |
dey s satlsfied for to be up stage, and |
dolng no song and dances for de gallery:
or do you want em to rough house for a |
romanoce

"Could you write o play about em?™
says Duchess. |

“No, nor you couldn’t write mo Police |
Court story about em, If dat is de kind
of tng dat you calls romance, why dol
¥ou let out such o high C brand of holler
when I takes a night off witout asking
you 10 kéep tabs on ms route?" ~

"It 8 of a difference,” dat goll says, i
“Ont's own husband must be of de be- |
havior conventional; but de husbands of !
odder women Is of de commonpiace when i
dey i= always a eat by de fireplace. Ona
does 1ot Wiah 1o be a play, but to sce a |
play.”

Dat’s a funny ting about women. and |
I hasn't found de ting about ‘em dacs |
not funny, dat you never hear ‘em talk-
Ing about husbands what Is de kind of
busbands dey wants for demacives. Dat's
de difference between husbands and bon-
nets; every woman would ltke her bonnet
talked about. but none !em wants deir
hubly de talk of de town. Even de women
dat changes husbands near as often a8
dey change bonnets; dey wants de hus-
bands dey has to be & good boy; dough
fta dollnrs to doughnuts dat de reason
dey picks out a new husband was dmt
he rough-housed his own freside, and so

:Me a hit wit de divorce-and-remarry
Ar.

But, as 1 was saying, Mr. Paul, he locks
up like he'd just had a dream dat was
trus, and he pays: “Me doar,” he says,
“I'm tinking of writing a play.”

What will It be about?™ asks Miss
Fannie, "erime or crinollne™

"Dat's e wvery point,” Mr, Paul says, !
pushing his glass to de edge of de Llhlei
s0 as I'd know It wasn't out of commis-
Jslon. “lI has it all settled but 8¢ sub-
“Perhaps it don't need mnome,” Miss
Fannle says. “Some dat we has gone to
dis season hed no subject vis'ble to the
naked eye™ |\

“But dey was wrote for pgold, not
fame,” says Mr. Paul. “So Jong as I has
you, & loaf of bread, a flask of wine,
singing by de skde of me In do wilder-
ness, I am to de good,” he says, “two up,
and one to go, wit de clubhousd In sight,
and all ms new balls In de caddle's pock-
ets, and all his old balls In me club bag.*

“Paul!™ says Misns Fannfe, “what In
ever are you talking about?™

“Heaven," he sayn. “Now I'll tell you
about me play. De d'logue will be spark-
ling, witty and epigastic—"

How's dat? Epigramatic? Dat's de
woid. 1 didn’t have quite n strangle holt

| shuffle.

| open diteh on Broadway,
| when de publle would atand

ane, he makes up as he goes along, just
o give Lhe ha-ha to de wold books.

“Dat'll be splendid,” Mies Fannle says.
“Dere’'n everyting In do dl'logue.”

“Hverything but de dough™ says Mr.
Paul, taughtful like. “A play wit notting
but beautiful dI'logue would have to run
on hot alr; and I'm told by certaln gents
In de business end of de profession, dat
dere & notting in dis wide, wide wolld
dat will shrivel up so fast under the in-
fluence of a strict hot alr treatment, as
a play.”

“Den you must give It someting else.*
Miss Fannle saye, getting Interested

“Bo 1 am Sold be de experts 1 has en-
gaged to advise me. 1 shall have a sus-
pended Interest hung up In de folst part of
de folst act, and never cut It down till
de coltnin at de end of de iast act.™

“1 should tink It would holt de Interest
for 10 be hung =0 long,” Miss Fannle
says. "Couldn’t de poor ting be let down
now and den, for de doctors to feel of Lis
pulse, and see was it allve?”

"Dat will be a good line,” Mr. Paul
says. ‘It wouldn't do to f{litreat an in-
torest: ders Is 80 few of 'em golng about
de stage dese days, dat any wise guy—"
dose wasn't quite his wolds, but | has to
straighten out his langwudge once in a
while, or he'd get his meaning lost in de
“Any wise guy dat gets holt
of a real interest for a play must keep
It altve Il all de odder playwriters has
had delr hack at iv*”

“What kind of a Interest wili you
have?™" she aska, as Mr. Paul stope to
see had 1 fetched de bottle from de
right bin.

“My Interest will be heart Iinterest,
mixed wit a religlous, money, and
mind cure interest. We must eatch ‘em
golng and coming; de gallery and de
boxes; de managers and de crities.””

“Dat will be too lovely,” Miss Fannle

| says. “When will you put your play on?”

“I would be willing to put It on ax
soOon as It In wrote, but I'm advised dat
it Is de usual ting to keep it on cold
storage for a few years, den to take it to
England and have It done dere, for to In-
sure it a hearing here, Having me J41'-
logue and interest all attended to, I'm
told dat all dat is needed dan s 8 dozen
or a0 new and howllng situations; a eym-
pathetic part for de leading lady, four
good coltains, novel stage #Mects. some
Hghting stunts dat will knock Broadway
afity, some mechanleal novelties, gobs of
reanllsm, eight scenes never tried before,
& backer wit a milllon to bein, and a
cheerful temper not likely to get running
rusrty when de singe manager knocks
everything but de title out of me manu-
scripL™ i

“But you have sald notting about de
subject,” says Miss Fannle when she had
catched hor breat.

“Dat I has not declded upon, as I was
siying. Everyling else Is fixed, but de
nubject bodders me. 1 has tought of de
but de day

horrors & passed; de open door, wit a
Russian gunboat guarding (t has come to
me mind, but de objection s dat it might
be mistook for a political plsy, and dat is
too much like hard wolk for to be swal-
lowed for amusement. Everyting else s
dead easy, but de subject I & corker for
falr. De Brookiyn bridge at de rish
hour I has under consideration, but Man-
hattaners would say dat It ‘was too ox-
aggerated—and Brookiyners would mob
| S

Mr. Paul stops to oil his bearing=. and
Miss Famile sayr why don't he take some
of de books wrote by a felly numed
Beott.

"1 should tink," says she, “dnt de seore |

of ndventure books dear Scott wrote
would give you subjects, and dey ie In de
line of lots of plays dat has been sucs
cessful lately.”

“Me dear,” he says, “you prove dat it
is you, not me, dat should be de play-
wright of de family. A gent 1 know who

on I Some of Mr. Paul's wolds, like dal has notting to do has been golng to de

for stage |

teeaters de last five years for de sole pot-

4 poss of running down de beginnings of de |

modern historieal-noval-plays, and he Is
tickled to deat wit his record, for he has
found dat not one of me old fren Scott's
novels has c¢scajed. Dey 18 all on de
Etage, under new names. If you had only
Klve me dis tip & few years aga I'd now
be dragging royalties from de box offices
of Sudern, Mansfield, Hackett,
bunch of lady stars as well,
seek someting new, and at dis blessed
mament I'm divided between de eclipse of
de moon and ‘when is a fish why It bltes’
aE de subject of me Immortal drama.”

I shouldn’t wonder but Mr. Paul was
kKidding a ilttle in dat game of talk. 17 I
had time to write & piny de subject
wouldn’t bodder me a Jittle bit. 1 seen
a play on de Bowery once and It was de
corkingist play dat ever was arted out
on top of de stage. De ngme of It was
“De Floorwalker's Folly: or. Grand
Street by Cuslight.”
De Floorwalker was de villain, but In de
Btart tings comes hin way so fast that he
had to dodge ‘em. Dat's funny, too. Vil-
lalns always truns sixes at de start, and
twoa at de end. I wonder why? When 1
writes me own play, I'm golng to give de
villain a start to de bad, and have him
put up all de margin dat's called for, and
win out at de end wit hands down, giving
de fos de ha-Ba. Dat'll be reallsm, and

ater wit o Gattling gun.

But a= I was saying, dis play was to de
good all right. De owner of de store has
& daughter, see? And she was de stur,
Floorwalker says to her, he says, “Fly
wit me to Grand street,” he says, “and
we'll live happy ever after de old gent
gives me de store to run on me own ac-
count,” he says

“Sure, Reginald, dear.” she says, “sure,
ns soon as [ see s me hat on strulght ™
But there was a goll In da store what sold
corset-covers, and she had a call on de
Floorwalker she wouldn't cancel. She
wasn't de leading indy, but de one what
' wears black close, wit white cuffs and

collar, and she says to de leading lady,

“Daughter of de rich,” ahe says, ‘“‘what

know you of de suffering of de poor?™

Den de leading Indy says, “Woman!™ she
eays, “1 have trouble of me own. What

wouldst do wit me? she says. Den

Collars and Cuffs says, "I have notting

In dia woild but me love for Reginald,

He is 2 villain, but T love him; and e'en
when he was a cash boy In de ribbon sec-
tion 1 promised him my hand. Beek your
playthings In de purlieus of de rich, but
come gnot here,” she says. *“Oh, come not
| here!”
| 8o de leading lady changes her makeup,
| and goes to wolk as & cloak model In de
store for to get a falr line on Reggle.
Nobody knows It but her and de audl-
ence. Reginald pipes off de new cloak
model, and he gets gally-gaily to once, Shae
pazscs him out a bunch of goo-goo eyes,
and when he tinks he is Number One, he
says, “Fly wit me to Grand streel” he
rays. “Fly wit me, " says he, “and as
soon as 1| marry de daughter of de boss,
wa'll ltve happy ever after I get a di-
vorce,'”” he says,

80 she says she'd fly, and he got so
| ehesty wit de way tings was coming to

him, dat he couldn’t button his coat.

Den we had Grand street at night, and,
tay, song and dance artists, and coon-
| singers. rag-timers, little German banders,
|l and all softs comes on, and dey =says,
“While we is walting for de Willlamsburg
| ear,” dey says, “let us ming."” dey says,
| “and dance,” saym dey. Dey had Tony
l}":u-tnn down and out!

Den de leading lady comes on, wit Col-
lurs and Cuffs behind her, disgulsed in de
American BAg; and dey lays for de vil-
lain, So does de gallery. Say, wr wants
to see¢ him get de trun down so bad, dat
even de raxtimers waan't made to delr
toln more dan six or seven times over,
Well, well, he get de gaff for falr when
he waltzes on. For a minute you couldn't

hear what de leading lady wes trunning

and n |
No, we must |

Bay, It was a peach! ;

you'll have to keep people out of de tee- !

Into him. Den we hears her say, “Hase
catifr?” she says. “tinkst to wrong me &s a
poor cloak model wit & forty-two bust and
a twenty-two walst! Naw," she says 1
am also de daughter of your boss, and de
fren of de poor cordet counter goil!™

Wit dat Collars and Cuffs truns off de

I

|:‘!.m, and waves It, nand de gallery shies
| everyting dat wasn't nafled down dey
could kny deir bands to, at de Floorwalk-
er. It was great! "I will marry dis corset

| cover,” says de villaln, “If you will not
| get your pa to dischurge me Saturday
night.” But de leading lady wasn't conned,

“No" aays she, “dis poor goll shall come
to Uve in luxury wit me-on Second ave-
| nue, and marry one of de Cerman Harons
| I have use for.” “By heavens,"” he says,
| “dlg s hard for falr.” he saya. “But it is
I not all"” says she., “De next healt food

| me pa gots out' mhe says, “your facs
shall be used to advertise t!" Dan he
| falls dead.

I was telling Duchess how Mr. Paul wns
| tp against It lopking for a subject for his
play.
| ““Bah,” she says, “epe would tink to
| hear you talk, Master Cheems, dat dere
s more dan one subject for a play.”
“Dera i= o million,” 1 sayx, “I seen
Johnnle Drew In six different palrs of
trousers In one night, and he wasn't piay-
Ing his best at datt. Dere |8 as many
| suhjects as dere s plays,” 1 says
“Indeed, mon aml,”™ she says, “when you
| hnve exhaust of de one subject you will
stop writing playas, De subject Is a boy
and & goll, of any age from H to 8. Just
a boy and a goll, dat’s all. When you has
peen one dat I8 not s, comé to me, and
I will show you & nice dinner of bread
witout butter, an egx witout anlt, and
some wine dat = toined to vinegnr, und

I will watch you eat dat dinner. It will
amuse!"™
But Duchess ls forn, and forn folks,

when dey tries to use what Mr. Paul calls

| figure of speech. dey always K‘rm de
horse before de eart
| 1 tink yet, dat Mr. Paul will make a

killing wit his play. If he wanls a sub-
Ject, what's (e matter wit Whiskers and
Wily Wiidy? Say, dere’s no holding "em!
He's old enough to know better, and she
knows enough to be older, but if dere
ain't a wedding Inside of a year I'm not
a foot high.

“Dey Is as good as a play,”
Duchess.
“Dey In a play.” sayn Duchess. “Dey ja
playing de only play dere a7

(Copyright, 1003, by . H. Rusweil)

1 says to

Nature's Good Reason.
New Ocloans Times-Democrat.
By iittle minx
Thinks ahe a sphyne
And as. far as men go thers la ampls truth
in what she thinks

In

E'sn the wisest man
{'Tho" his knowledge span

All the distance life has traveled since the
merry worlkd bagan}
Can not hope to know
Little Fan or Flo—
(Five foet two, lnoluding heels and halr
algretie ar velvet howl) -

Naver can he guess
What a muslin dress

May contain by way of honor. fortituds and

tenderness:
Burely, that s best
For hia peace and pest:
Nature doubtiess would not have It any

other fashlon, lest
Thers appear a denrth
Suddenly, »m earth—

Dearth of men, ashamed of Uving when

they fathomad woman's worth
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