-

' il 2
. m———

4

m of Oregon,” New York, & By Principal
of (Al rights reserved.)
PART 1. nearly conclusive that Burmett was the, 198 and n Historical Quarterly, De- | the fact that I had been mistaken in|as & frontier lawyer, most of the time | §2) of about %00 words to the page, to the

Copyright. 1868, by Wm. L Marshall ‘lullwr of the Wilkes narrative. It ssemas | cember 1, . though 1 regret that he | sepuming that the Wilkes narrative wus | very bually employed as district attorney | Paeific Rallrond, under the following hesd-

€0 far as yet known—July, 1%0,—1he | to me much more Mkely that Burnett | did not delsy criticising will he had giveh | o reprint of the Hérald léttars than I had | In presscuting the many criminals that | log, “Proposal for a National Raliroad
only journal of the Migration of 183 was ! never wrote that paragraph, but that it | 8 much more careful and extensive study | o carefully verifled copy of the Herald | then infestsd the Missourl frontier, there From the Atiantie to the Pacific,” and of
Kept by Peter F. Burnett (who was the | was inserted by Wilkes who chose, for | 10 the subject than he appears to have ' jetters made, and also coples of the two was nothing In his career to form any this 14% pages he dovotes lese than and o
firet Governor of the Stats of California), | soms Teason (probably the one herelnatter ,bestowed upon if, and I can only indorse | editorialy referring 1o the letters in the | literary style. He teils us (0. P., p. #): , page and a quarter, L e, less than 1000
and of thls he says: “I kept & concise | stated), to leave the public in doubt as | one of his conclusions, to wit: that the | Herald of December 38, 1844, and January | “I aiso edited a weekly . “The | words, to the feasbllity of the routs
journal of the trip as far as Walla Walla | {o the authorship of the Jetters prised | Herald letters and the Wilkes narfative | 18 186 Ourefully compating paragraph | Far West' publiahed in . My 61-2), as follows:
and have It now befors me™ (OM Ploneer | in the nmarrative. As usual, Dr. lin is | are not ldentical. That ls undoubitedly | by paragraph the three Herald lofters | services were gratultous, as I desired Im- —Five hundred words gquoted from
300) That it was so very “cobclss” ms 1o | innccurate, for so fsr was I from saying | true, but that is sn utterly immateridl | describing the movements of the migra- | provement, not ealary.” Those of us tho report made by the Rocky Mountain
b iittle more than A memorandum from | that “Wilkes incorporated an snonymous | and insignificant matter, and wholly apart | tlon (for the other two Herald letters are | Who have lved for years as I have in log | Pur Company to the Seeretary of War.
which to refresh his memory I8 certain | Journal of his trip into his history,” that | from the vital questions of the author- | malaly deseriptive of Oregon, with direc- | cabins_on the extremest . hun- | under date of St. Louls, October 35, 1830, of
from some extracts from it which he sent | I said that Wilkes was not & member thip, and the cirrectness, and the conse. | tlons as to outfit, eto., and say nothing | dreds of miles from & rallroad, can well the success of their experiment in driving
mo in 1885, It is much to be regretted that | of the migration, so that it was not “‘his | quent value of the Wilkes narrative s { in detall about the mbvements of the | understand that the gratultous editing of | the fimst wagona to the Rocky Mountains
Governer Burnett's sons have not so far | trip” and instead of saying that it was | &n orfiginal source for the migration 6f | migration, but only give a lew m “The Far West," In Liberty, Mo., In 183 | and back to St Louls, between April 10
poceded 1o repeated reguests magde by me | 8n “snonymous journal'' { stated thit the | 183, and sspecially for Whitman's con- | statements about it), with Old to- 1M1 before the telegraph was even | and October 10, 1531 (as Sen. Ex. Doe. 3,
(and presumably by others), to publish | Sccount of the migration in Wilkes “1is | nection with it (pp. #5-111 Inclusive, covering the same | réamed of, and when there was no rall- M Bess,, Iist Cong.).
that journal In full, excepting, of coursd, | the oniy cont n Al t of that | Hew | Was Misled Into Suapposing | part of the journey), 1 found that of 53 road within 108 miles of Liberty would | Second—(Léss. 2ist Cong.) Wilkes (doubt-
such parts (If there ars sny) as relats to | Journey ever printed, so far as known, Them Identicnl jines in my typewrittén copy oOf these | tend to produce s very finished literary | less following Greenhow) erroneously
personsl and domestic matters which do | And that “it was written by Peter H.| I was misied by Burnstt's careless state- | thres Hernld letters, 34 lines—or 4 trifie | #tyle, since tha editor, having no “patent | Kives the date of these first wagons to
not concern the publie, or, &t least, to | Burnstt* (Oregonisn, September B 19L) | ment as follows: “In the Winter of 1564, | more than 70 per oent, are not in the Old | Inaides™ In those diya to supply him with the Rocky Mountalns as 183, but the cor-
furnish mo with o transcript of everything | For several years I regarded this as an | T had, while st Linnton, written some 185 | Ploneer, while of 44 lines in the old | matter, and with & limited exchangs lst | rect date s 1530, This quotation ls pre-
in it which relates in any way to Dr, | Anonymous publication on account of 115 | foolscap pages of manuseript giving a de- | Floneer sccount (en $8-111), £74 lines | Would rarely Be able to condense his mat- ceded and followed by a few lines of gen-
Whitman., Three accounts (one of only a | PeIng published anonymously, and of Ihé | scription of the journey, and of the coun- | of & trifie more than pet cent, are not | ter, but instesd often would be comipelird | eral statements as to the entire foasibil-
small part, mod the other two of the | Sentence above quoted about the witter | try along the route as well as of Oregon. | in the Herald ietters. Tufning from the | !0 greatly inflate it In order to fill his fty of the route. Next he quotes from
wholt) of that Journey, bssed on f{hat | BRVInE been introduced to Peter H Bur- | | had stated the exsct truth to the best | Amount of matter in the Old Ploneer and | columns. In 184 Burnett joinad the Cath- Farpham's Travels, abggt the easy pase
“ooncise journal” have G published, as nett, and comsequently pald little attan- | 5¢ my knowledge, information and bellef: | thé Herald lettars, let us ses how they olle Church, and took hia mnew religion | over the Blue Mountains, which Paystte,
follows:  (A) WFive letters written by | 007 to It About six years ago, however, | and my communications were published in | differ In statements of facts. Page 12 , 88 is evident from meveral | In charge of Fort Bolse, Informed Farn-
Burnett In January, February and March, reading 1t with some care and comparing | the New York Herald, and were exten- | (Old Ploneer), Burnett omits all mention | passages In the Old Ploneer. 1n 1848 he | ham had then, Beptember 15, 183, been
154, and printed Iu‘tho New York Hersid #t with the secount of the 183 migration sively rend. cspeciilly In the Waestern | of an easy ford on the Walkalusia aka- | went to Californlo, and December, 1848 recently discovered by which wagons
December 3%, 54, January & 8 (two Mt- | Burnett's Old Ploneer, I bocame sit- | gtutes. In a letter | wrots on the Sweet- | Tusa) River, in only 100 | quit mining, and went to Sacramento, | could be taken to the Columbla ns fol-

ters) and 18, 186, These lotters were re-
printed In Or. Hist. Quarterly, December,
8¢ (H,) Part Two (pp. 8-113) of Georgs
Wiikeg' “Histary of Oregon.” New York,
(May) IME (C.) Pages %7-138 of Burneit's
“Recollections of en Od Ploneer,” (writ-
teri between March and October, IS,
New York, 158

What This Paper Alms to Prove Be-

yond Dispute,

It is the alm of this paper to present &
very miuch more careful study of these
three accounts (which must of necessity
be studied together to judge of their rela-
tlve value), than has ever y&t been print.
od, and the author belleves that it will
conciusively establish the truth of the
foliowing mevea propisitions:

1. Thatethe narrative in Wilkes was
writien BF Bumneti, and ls substantially
the letters sent to the Herald, end of
which the Herald published probably from
one-third to one-fourth the matter, but
not withour much editing.

£ That Wilkes bad no motive for mis-
stating any facts concerning the difoul-
ties of the route, or the progress of the

migration, or the relation of Whitman
to it
3. That James Gordon Bennett -had

strong motives for “bolling down™ the
Burneit jetters, and thet the small part
of them thut he published {(eovering In
some detall the movements of the migra-

tlon only up to June 2, that is for &
days, and only about 460 miles, or scarcely
one-1ifth of 1he journey, leaving them

east of the crussing of the Bouth Fork
of the Platte, and more than #0 miies east

uof the Continental Divide) sives evidenoce
of having

been elther rewritten or re-
“blue penciled” by the Her-
winl siaff, while the much larger
and vas(ly more important part that he
umitted, covering the journey beyond the
South Fork of the Platte over the moun-
waing, and down the Snake and Columbla
Rivers, und thelr reteplion and treatment
st the Hudson's Day Company’s posts of
¥Fort Hall, Fort Bolse, Fort Walla Walls
and Fort Vancouver s the only part that

materinily concerns the Whitman Saved
Oregon Btory, and he had o strong mo-
tlve for omitting that, but that motive

bad no teiation whatever to Whitman,
4 Tha: on every point any impor-
tance relating to Whitman's connection

with the migration, or bearing In any way

of

on the Whitmun Saved Oregon story.
(which 5o ont¢ heand of for many yeadrs
pfter that Ume), the statements In the

Wilkes narrative
5. That the account of the migration in
“0Old Plonser,” while valusble, and un-
guestionably honesi, cunnot be regarded
a5 in any sonse ng “original source™ to
that migra breause, It was not

i ia) 11
written U1l the Spring or Summer of 168—

are corraei

§. e. 35 years after the event. (h) It wae
based nelther an a copy nor on a “first
araft” al the lotters o the Heraid, but

on the “concise journnl” supplemented by
Burneit's recollections 35 years after the
event. (@ It was written lmmediatzly
after Burnett hao for the first time heard
of the Whitman Suved Oregon story, and
wwhen (without investigation) he had ae-
pented to It (precisely a= Mrs. Vietor,
and Hon Elwood Evans and the writer
of thi= paper did for several years, and
till we investigaisd the story,} mnd when
he was unguestionably influenced by it to
some cxtent

6 That the difficulties of the route from
Fort Hall to the Columbla were trifilng,
and woull not have seriousiy Interfered
with the progress of the 552 miigration If
Whitman had not been with It

in Old PMoncer differs in any imporiant
point from the sceount in Wilkes, either
from the statements of the same matter
being different, or frem the Old Ploneer

ments, 1o wit, Fremont's report and Whit-

man’'s own jetter of November 1, 153

the account In Wilkes In always found to

Le corre®.  Sandry minor matters It cer-

talnly 1 now Impossible, and probably
1)

¢ to settle beyond
v how much matter

will always be lmng
Ex e

qQuestion, e g.,

was in the letters nett wrote to the
Heraild; the precise date of any one of
them (except the frst): how they wers

to the States; whether or not
they were ull sent at once; when they

were recelved by the Herald; how Beanett
came to turn them over to Wilkes; why
Wiikes chiese to seek to conceal thelr au-
thorship? and sundry other equally un-
imporiant matters must always roemaln
fairly debatn , unless evidence should
be found which &= altogether unlikely to
De In existence; but on the seven above-
etated propositions 1 think every candld
resder wiil agree that the evidence herein
presented s uninswerable.
Mevy, M, Eelis on the Narsative in
Wilkes.

Rev.
s an
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%- That In every case where the account |

Two persons have fecently assalied the |

mots document; the other, Joseph
Bohafer, professor of history In the Uni-
that
though based on Burnett’'s letters to the
they were =0 altered
by Wilkes as to make them valocless as
Perhaps to these
third person in Pro-
Young, secretary of the Ore- |
Historical Soclety, but as his “‘Intro- |
to the reprint of the Hersld lot- |
1 Qunrterly
& plainly and aRvow-
pdly based on data furnlsbed by Proffssor
¢ perhaps, nesdless to regard
jon asa reprosenting anything
Mr. |
Janunry 18 1%%), |
Wilkes nm‘nr|

an
of his trip Into his
save that the journal
It may be
. the writer was not there to 3oe, but !
goes to show that _it
ros not Governor Burnett who wrote 1t
niess he had o curjous way of not wish-
ng tn be known., For my edition, which

*On the morning of the ITth of May, 1843,
in Independence,
. and set out for the general rendes-
I should not amit to mention that
introdueed this afternoon to
Burnett, who was subsequently
If Bur-
wrote that it cortainly was & curious
»f attempting to conceal his author-
the letters, since there is the most
e e evidenrs {n them, since 1880,
I8 “Mecollectlons of an Od Plo-
e’ was publinhed, that they were writ-
before the OM
Ploneer was published a careful compari-
on of the Herald letters and the Wilkes
Rgrraftive furnishes evidence that is very

isfied that elther Burfiett or Jease Ap-
plegute was the author the account
in Wilkes, and wrots to various parties
in Oregon and California (lncluding Mra,
| ¥iotor and F. H. Baneroft), that I thought
| might know, Inquiring if the author qf the
Wilkes Narrutive was kpown, but could
find no one who scemed to know,

The FProof That Burnctt Wrote the
Wilkes Narsative.

Beginning then a cafeful comparison of
the Wilkes and the Old Ploneer accounts,
such striking agreemeonts on many points
were found as soon ocrmvineed me that
Burnett must have written the Wilkes
sccount, and finally conclusive proof of
this was found in the following pessages:
Ist Wilkes (N, Y. ed, p. 9), &fter a
brief description of the Willamatte Valley,
continues: ““The space between this ridge
and the river s low bottom land which
overflows In Aome years, except st a point
dbout five miles from the river's mouth,
that has sincs besn lald out by General
MeCarver and myself under the name of
Linntan.” Of course the a Is A t¥ypo-
| graphical error, but it 15 noticeable that
It is also printed Linntan five out of the
seven times the name occurs In the let-
tera In the Hernld, though in the Oregon
Historical Quarterly reprint of those lot-
ters this erronsous spelling s ocorrected
with no note cnlling attention to the error.

Becond “Old Plonser” (pp, 187-8): “Gen.
eral MeCarver and myself had agreed that
we would select n townsite at the hend
of ship navigation on the Willametts
River, The General having no family
with him, arrived ki the fort (Vancouver)
| some time before I did, and selected &
| spot on the Willametts about five miles
| above Its mouth, at what we Chen sup-
irwrned to/ be the head of ahlp pavigation
| Here we Iald out a town, ealling It Linn-
ton for Dr. linn. It was a falr eite
except for one small reason. It was noat
at the head of ship npavigation. which
subtwequent experivnce proved 1o he At
Portland, some miles above. 1 had a cab-
in bullt at Linnton, and lUved there with
my family from about the middle of Jan-
vary untll the firet of May, 154" Two
of the five Jetters published In the Herald
Degember 25, 1544, January 5, § and 1§,
| 1846, “from & member of the Oregon mi-
gration of 183, sre dated at Idontan,
two at Linntan and one is undated, and
they were plainly written in January,
February and March, 184, The first o}
them written, though the second of them
publishied (in the Herald of January &
1845). Is dnted Linntan, Oregon Territory,
Janunry 18 1844, while the first osie pub-
lished (in the Herald December 38, 154)
was plainly among the last if not the very
Ingt ome written, and s dated Ildnntan,
Oregon Territory, 184, and as It says that
“Mount 8t. Helens is now a burning vol-
cano. On February 16, 1834 being a beau-

tiful and cléar dny. the mountain burned®

Irnmu magnificently.” And under the head
| of “Climate™ 1t says: “As early as Feh-
ruary ¥ the flowers were blooming on the
| hillsdden. The grasa has now heen grow-
Ing since about February M, and towards
| the end of tho month the trees were bud-
ding and the shrubbery In bloom,"” It was
evidently written In March, 184, and this
Agrecs, am to dale, with the following
| from page M1 of Wilkes: “There are at
| the present moment, March, 184, at thia
| place (Oregon City) over 200 families™
| Blnee the publivatlon of Burnett's “Old
! Ploncer,” in 188, Lherefore, the sccoung
| in Wilkes of the 153 migration has not
been anonymoud Lo any ona who han been
willing to carefully study and compnare
| Wilken and the Old Plonver. 1t s true
that the secount In Wilkes was published
anonymoualy, but s were the first six of
peven of the Waverly Novels, when the
nuthorship was flxed on Blr Walter Beott,
whercupon though published anonymousky
they ceascd to be anonymous, the author

account omititing whst & staed In the belng known
Wilkea nparmtive, and It 15 possible (o
compare with contempornmecous docu- Professor Schafer's Assanlt on the

Wilkes Narrative,

PProfessor Behafer not only onlls the
Wilkea account snonymous (though nd-
mitting that 1t was based on the Burnett
letters to the Herald), but inslsta that It
= =0 “‘discredited” by his firet altack
upon 1 (In The Oregunian ¢of January 20
1) that he 1= astopished that I should
nttempt 1o “rehabiiltate 11" as an “origl-
na! source” (for the migration of 185
und ¢specially for Whitman's connection
with L) (Of. Oregonian, March 2N, 183.)
And without ‘walting to hear what might
be sald In support of the value of that
account as “an original soyroe for that
migration,"” procesds “to elaborate his
proofs.” that #t cannot be regarded as
an original source for that migration and
espoclally for Whitman's connection with
it. The only points of any real conse-
| quenee in the Wilkes narrative as far as
the “Whitman Saved Oregon” slory is
concgrned, are (1) Was there any opposi-
tion at Fort Hall en the part of Captain
Richard Grunt, then in charge of the poet,
to wagons golng beyond there, or was his
| treatment of the migration kind and hon-
nrable, and his representations as to the
diMoultlen and the practicablilty of the
route beyond that point such as were jus-
tified by his knowiedge of Lhe facts of the
case, and by a reasonable prudence such
as a friendly man would be bound to
exercise In mdvising the leaders of a
party largely composed of women nnd
chiidren, as to the best way to continue
their Journey? (b) How far beyond Fort
Hall was Whitman the gulde to the ml-
gratlon, and where d1d he leave 7
(¢} Are the difficulties of the road from
Fort Hall to the Columbia honestly and ao-
curately =tated In the Wilkes narrative?
Some yenrs befors 1 began a careful ex-
amination to determiné the suthorship of
this narrative, and whils gupposing it to
be of jttle valus because anonymous, 1
had ecarefully compared it with a con-
| temporanecus letter of Whitman's (which
| Bo advocate of the Whitman Baved Ore-
gon siory has yet been willlng to print
in full), and with certailn letiers to me
from the four thén survivors of the or-
ganizers and leaders of that migration,
viz, Governor P. H, Burnett, Hon. Jesse
Applegate, Hon. Lindsay Applegate and
Hon. J. M. Shively, and -with Fremont's
report as to the route beyond Fort Hali,
and had become fully comvinced—as has
beon every one else who has studied thia
evidenre—that whether anonymous or not,
the narrative In Wilkes §s cortgct on all
these polnts, Part of this evidence 1
#hall intreduce in this discussion, but
mus resorve some for my forthooming
book. Fully agresing with Professor
Schafer's opening paragraph (Oregonlan,
Janunry 3. 1567 that “a careful criticism
of sources is the primary condition of
successful historical investigation,” 1 am
very giad he has published his eriticism
of the Wilkes narrative (in Oregonlan,
January. N, February 13 and March M,

q
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water, & tributary of the north fork of
the Flatte, I stated that up to that point
the road we had traveled was the fnest
natural route, perhaps, fn the world.
Without any regard to the place from
which the letter bore date they (1. e., latér
emigrants) construed it ag & description of
the entire route. Consequently whenever
ihgy came to soy yery bad road they
would most commonly say “This Is more
of Burnelt's fine road’' ** (CL Old Ploneer,
pp. 177-8). Professor Schafer Inaists that
we are to consider the Herald letters as
an. “accredited” portion of Burnett's writ-
Ings, printed with no alteration of the\text
by the Hermld offtors, 80 that the W
narrative must be condemned &8 Inaccur-
ate whenever It differs from the Herald
letters. It ¢ an Interesting commaentary
on this position of Professor Bchaler's,
and on his assertion concerning the
Wilkes narrative that “The numerous
rhetorical Nourishes, the almost frivolous
lightness In spots, the frequant careless-
neas of atatement are recognized by any
reader of Burpett's acoredited writings as
being wholly foreign to his method,” that
in this brief extract from “Oid Ploneer”
are threes wholly Innccurate statements,
and one other very vague one, as follaws:
(Vague) “Bome 15 pages of foolscap.™
This might mean 125, 130, 155 or 180 pages,
and coupled with the fact that so far as
known none of that manuseript I8 In ex-
istence makes it impossibie to determine
with certalnty just how much matter was
in these letters of Burnett to the Herald,
and what part of it the Herald printed,
(Inaacurate) L "My communications
were published In the N. Y. Herald” Not
more than from one-third to one-fpurth
of tho matter which Burpett would natur-
ally hawve pul in “some 135 pages of fools-
cap” was printed by the Herald (2 anil 3)
“In a leiter 1 wrote on the Bweelwaler
. » - 1 stuted that &p to that point the
rond waos the finest natural route perhaps
in the world."

2. This letier (f the Herald account s a
correct copy of what Burpnett wrols) waas
not written “Om the Sweetwater,” but at
Linnton. ‘

i His statement (If we are to impllcitly
rely on the Herald lotters), was not as to
the route up to sceme point pn the Bweet-
water, but as (o the whole route
to the Columbla, for Io the Her-
ald of January 6 185, plainly speaking of
the whole route, we find: “The road will
be found, upon the whole, the beal road In
the world consldering Its length™ In
Old Plopeer (p. 116), Burnstt wrote: “Up
to this point {I. e, Fort Hall, more than
355 miles beyond where they had left the
Sweetwater, and more than 700 mlies this
side of Linnton), the route over which wo
had pasped wos perhaps the finest natural
rond of the same length to be found In
the world.™ In the Wilkes narrative’ we'
read: (p. 79 “The whole road along the
line of this stream (L. e, the Platte). s
doubtiess the best In the world, conslder-
Ing 1ts ljength.” Thers ip PO resson to
suppose that Burnett ever wrote the broad
statement quoted above from the Herald
(Inpuary 6 1%45), that the whole route
“was the best road in the world,"” ote.,
and that sentence is one of the numerous
evidencen of the rewriting or “blus pen-
cliing” condenfation to which the Herald
subjected the letters, as a New York City
editor, who had never been over any part
of the rogte, and who was desirous of
promoting migration to Oregon would
not ses any need of lUmiting its charac-
terization, either to the part nlong the
Pistte or to the route to Fort Hall, Had
Rurnet! stated In Old Ploneer (p. 1TT) the
exnct fact, vie, that a small part of his
letlers wére pubiished In the Herald, I
phould have examined the Herald files
six years ago (though It would have been
guite inconvenient for me to have done
s0). But accepting ns correct Burnett's
careless - assertion, My communications
were published In the New York Herald,"
and finding by a careful comparison of
Burnett’s writing In several letters [ had
recelved from him, that the amount of
malter in the Wilkes narrative was about
what he might naturally have been ex-
peeted to pul on “‘some 125 pages of fools-
cap,” and having demonstrated to Lthe sat-
tsfaction of all who have ocarefully ex-
amined the evidence that Burnett was the
author of the narrative, and that Wilkes
had no motive for misstating the facts in
the matter, s there wis not the remotest
probability that Burnett wrote twa such
serien of letters In the Winter of 13434, 1
pssumed that Wilkes had reprintad the
Herald letters and so stated. That was an
error, which I am very glad to have cor-
rected, but it was a very trifiing one, and
not of the least conseguence In the dis-
cussion of the Whitman Saved Oregon
guestion, nor of the question of ths value
of the Wilkes narrative as an “original
source” for the migration of 1543
Unwarranted Assamptions by Pro-

femsor Schafer,

Hud the Herald printed all of Burnett's
letters and had Burnett at any time in-
dorsed the Herald's publiestion of his
letters as accurate, then they would un-
doubtedly furnish an “‘accredited source™
with which to compare the Wiikes Narra-
ive and the old ploneer account. Yet
Professor Bchafer assumes without a par-
ticle of evidence to sustaln hkim (1) That
the Herald letters are an “‘accredited
source” for the migration of 1843, at least
as far 4s the South Fork of the Piatte;
(2) That Wilkes so altered the Burnett
jetters that wherever there are any dis-
crepancies between the Herald and the
Wilkes narrative we must reject the
Wilkes and acoept the Hermld: (3) That
the Herald oditor 414 not “Take llberties
with the text of the manuseript extept In
breaking the order of the narrative™; (9
That there s such “a marked agree-
ment” between the text In the Herald let-
ters and the text of the old ploneer ac-
count “as to suggest that this part of the
‘Recollections’ was written up from a first
@raft of the letters, which he would nat-
urally bave retained and preserved when

historical =mignificance of this probability
is that !t makes this portion of the ‘Rec-
ollections virtually a contemporary
gource for the whole .of the migration of
180"  (CL. Or. Hist, Quarterly., Dec.,
INE, p. ¥0; also Oregonlan, Jan, N, 15@.)
As the end ssught in all these assump-
tions 1a evidently what 1s stated In the
last santencoe above quoted, to-wit, the
substitution of the *Recollections of an
014 Ploneer,” published in 1880, and writ-
ten, ae Its preface distinetly states, be-
tween March, 1895 and September 26, 1878
(when its author was 71 years oid), as “a
contemporary source for the whole of the
migration of 183" In place of the narrm-
tive in Wilkes written In January, Feb-
ruary and March 184, and published In
May, 180, I will discuss the fourth as-
sumption fArst.

The Hernld Letters and 0ld Ploncer
Account Compared.

ponding the letters to the Herald The'

Herald. (Ibld) Al that the Old Plonesr
ﬂ\:’llﬂuﬂ crossing of the Kansas River
them

§, and of the West Fork on the §th, and
of the terrific thunder storms In the nights
of June 4 6 and 7, drenching them all
and flooding their camps, and of their
movement on the Sth to higher ground,
and also all mention of thelr mode of en-
campment and of the number of wagona
and men in the party when they orfgan-
ised. Page 103 (Old Ploneer), Burnett de-
voted 148 words to stating why, on June
& he resigned the captainey of the migra-
Uon, to which he had been elected on
June 1, as follows:

"None of us knew anything about a trip
mcrosa the plains exeept our piiot, Captain
Gantt, who had made several tripe with
smail parties of hired and therafors discl-
plined men, who knew how 2o obey or-
ders. But my company was composed of
very different materiale; and our pliot had
no knowledge that qualified him to give
me sound advice. 1 adopted rules and
endeavored to enforce them, but found
much practical difficulty and opposition;
all of which 1 at first attributed to
fact that our emigrants were green at
beginnigg. but comforted myself with tha
belief Yhat they would Improve in due
time: but my’observation soon satisfled
me that matters would grow worse, It
beceme very doubtful whether so large a
body of emigrants could be practically
kept together on such a journey. Thesa
conslderations Induced me to resign on the
Eth of June, and Willam Martin was elect-
ed ns my successor.” *"The due time"
which Burnett allowed for the “Improve-
ment” of this great party before resign-
Ing in despalr was from June 1 to 9, dur-
Ing which they had traveled 83% miles . out
of the 1848 of their journey to Fort Van-
couver. While this reason may have been
the true one, it reads very lke an after-
thought, the more aspecially as may have
beun the true one, theére Is no hint In It
of the only reason which he assigned In
his letter to the Hernid, as follows: *“P.
H. Burnett this day resigned the command
of the company on account of il health*™
(Herald, January 6 1ML) Wilkes gives
this (as he does all these other facts In
the Herald which the Old Ploneer omits or
greatly abridges) In a Uttle fuller form,
as follows: “Beveral of us had caught se-
vere colds by the drenching we had re-
celved, and among the rest, Mr., Burnett
wia Dbadly atlacked with so mserious an
Indlsposition, that he was forced to resign
the commuand."

Iid, (O. P.) omits to mention the divis-
lon of_the migration into two parties on
Junet%, and the number of men and wag-
ons in Martin's command, also the mest-
ing on the Hth of four wagons on the way
from Fort Laramle to Independence, and
the finding of the corpse of an Indlan, and
the rain of the 1ith of June. Page 104
(O. P.) omits all mention of the journey
of June 14, and also his desoription of
“the Kansas country” (L e, the region
frained by the Kansas River and Its trib-
utaries), as having very few places where
good tarms could be mades for want of tim-
ber. Pages 165.8 (0. P,) omits all mention
of scelng the firnt band of buffalo on June
2 0Old Plonser nowhere glves elther the
rules and regulations adopted by the mi-
gratlon, or the table of distances, both of
which are given In the Herald letters,
and In Wilkes, and nowhere does Oid
Ploneer print & word about Burnett's
Ereat gastronomle feat on buffalo meat,
which both the Herald and Wilkes give,
and which Professor Schafer (becnuse it
Is in both, though with very marked vari-
ations in phraseology and in facts), desma
conclustve evidence that Burneti's lstters
formed the banis of Wilkes' narrative. If
such dlvergencies as I have hereln cited
between allke the amount of matter, and
the faocts In Old Pionesr and the Herald
letters constitute "n marked resemblance”
between them, pray what would evidence
A considerable difference between them?
No such divergencles ars to be found on
o ®imilar close comparison of the Herald
lettérs with the Wilkes narrative, except
that while every faot of the least {mpor-
tamce that 1i stated In the Herald letters
is stated in Wilkes, the account In Wilkes
1s almbst aiways much fuller, and in ths
Innguages natural to a frontleraman whose
lHterary style was unformed, and who
thﬂ:-e‘fora would tend to be diffuse In de-
mription and somewhat Vagan
expression. i s

Bumett at this time had no fixed style

It {5 utterly futile to compare the style
of the Herald letters or the Wilkes nar-
rative with Burnett's * od writ-
ings,” with any expectation of determin-
Ing from such comparison whether or not
HBurnett wrote this or that paragraph or
page of the Herald letters or the Wilkes
Narrative. Burnett's “sceredited writ-
ings" (aside from some controversial ar-
ticles In an newmspaper, in 1848
About the Whitman massacre, and in Ban
Francisco papers about political matters),
are first, his Messages as Governor of
California: second, his decisions as Judge
of the Bupreme Court of Callfornis, and
third, the following four books: “Ths
Path Which Led a Protestant Lawyer
to the Cathollc Church™ (N. Y., 1380);
“The American Theory of Government
Conalderad With Reference to-.the Pres-
ent Crisis™ (1861); ““Recollections of an
Old Ploneer” (N. Y., 1880); "Reasons Why
We Bhould Belleve in God, Love God and
Obey God™™ (1884). Political exigencies
and legal principies, rather than canons
of lterary style, fAxed the subjects and
the manner of expression of his guberna.
torial and judiclal papers, and I presume
no one looks to anything other than ths
four books above named as “aceredited”
writings of Burnett. But the first of these
was not written untll 1§ years after the
Herald letters, and they were years which
of necessity had greatly changed Sur.
nett's style of writing, since they had
vastly broadened his mental horizon and
changed his polnt of view, soclally, po-
litically and religiovsly. There s no
reason to stppose that prior to the Harald
letters Burnett had ever written a single
lengthy article for publication. Bora In
& log cabin In Tennessee, and living on
the frontler In Tennesspe and Missour!
il he migrated to Oregon, having only
the barest rudiments of a common school
oducation (Lef. O, P,, p. 20), with no ac-
cess to any considerabhle lbrary, public
or private, engaged from his 1Mh to his
fist year as clerk in or proprietor of coun-
try stores, first in Tennesses and later

No sooner was my attention calied to

and thence forth through all his long and
bonorable life was a resident not on a
farm, or in a small frontler village of
log housea, but In the Cities of Bacra-
mento, San Franclsco and San Jose. Of
necessity new conditions—especially the
very remarkable ones existing In Call-
fornia from 1848 to 1860—brought to a man
of Burnett's active (If not very profound)
mind, new ideals and alms, and rapld de-
velopment on many lines. Having oppor-
tunity, and with the speedy accumulation
of & competeney lelsurs to re writa,
he formed a style from which, as was to
be expected, most of the crudities and dif-
fusiveness of  his first considerably
lengthy production, the Herald-Wilkes lot-
ters were climinated, as well as all that
was really characteristic of frontier life
and manners. Hls busy !Ife in California
s00n put him completely out of touch with
Oregon ploneers and thelr affairs, not
that when, now and then, ome of his vid
Oregon friends, especinlly one of the IM3
migration found him in San Franclsco, he
was not warmly walcomed and treated
moat hospitably, bul that the pressure of
affairs in the vastly greater community
of Callfornia absorbed his attention so
complstely that far awny Oregnn Was Very
fittle in his mind, as witness the follow-
Ing faota:

First—As late as 1579 he had not so
much as-heard of W. H. Gray's History
of Oregon and Its bitter and wholly un-
Justifiable attncks on him, though It was
printed in San Francisco, in 180, by H.
H. Bancroft & Co. (lef. 0. P., p. 151}

Second—Not till he bought And read
OGray's History, in May, 157, had he ever
heard of the Whitman-saved-Oregon
story, though it was published In San
Francisco in October and November, 1865,
and had been widely printed and com-
mented on In papers and magazines In
all parts of the country. On this peint
witnoas his lotter to me of September 16
1884, in which, in answer to Wy question,
“When did you first’ hear of the Whit-
man-saved-Oregon story as told by Spald-
Ing and Gray?’ lhe wrote me as follows:
“l have no present recollection of ever
having heard of Dr. Whitman's alleged In-
terviews with Webster and Tyler, sub-
stantially related in Oray's History, until
I read his sccount of them in May, 1§38,
{Old Ploneer, 181)." Another letter from
him stated that he had sovepted the
Whitman-saved-Oregon story as correct
without making any investigation. But
May 3 1857, acknowledging with thanks
the recelpt of my letter contalning some
extracts from the then (and still) unpub-
lished evidence obtalned by me from an
examination of the correspondence .of
Whitman and his assoclates, and from the
filas of the War, Navy and Btate De-
partment, he wrote: 1 eannot at present
see how these documents can be explained
or answered by the advocates of the
Whitman-saving-Oregon theory."

No probabllity that Burnett had & copy
or a “first draft” of the Herald letters
when he wrote the Old Ploneer,

The evidence 1 have already adduced of
the ack of agreement of the Herald let-
ters and the OM Ploneer account of the
migration of 1843 should be sufficlent to
convinece any one that the Old Flonoer
account Is not in any way bamed on the
Herald lettera, but only on his ‘conclse
journal™ and his memory 3§ years after
the event. The Old Ploneer furnishes
confirmation of this, as follows: (Preface,
P. V. 1) “As the work has been so largely
written from memory alone, its publica-
tion during my life will enuble me to
correct any serious mistakes I have
made.” (P. 101) 1 kept a concise journal
of the trip as far as Walla Walla, and
have it now before me.” But nowhere In
the book s there the least Intimation
that as an ald to his memory he had
anything else before him, either the “‘first
draft” of the letters to the Herald or n
copy of whit the Herald printed of
them, or & copy of Wilkes' COregon, and
after what he sald In his prefece about
writing the book “so largely from mem-
ory alone,” surely If he had had before
him when writing the account of the 183
migration anything In the way of a con-
temporansous source other than his “econ-
cisé  journal,” he would lave men-
tlonasd It

Discussing tho civil war he says: “Dur-
ing thhk war I was called upon publicly
to express my oplnlon In regard to It. My
answer was published at the time, but,
as usual with me, I preserved no copy.”
Now If In 181 after more than a dosen
yenrs of urban life, durlng which he was
constantly engaged In large affairs, he
ecouid say that “as usual with mée I pre-
served no copy’ of so Important a letler
as this, which was deemed something of &
tactor in keeping California from seced-
ing. what probabllity is thers that through
all the viclssitudes and changes of resl-
dences and occupations he had preserved
for % years “the first draft,” or any other
copy, of the letters he wrots In his ruds
log cabin In Linnton, in the Winter of
1843-47
Wilkes Had No Motive for Altering

Bornett's Letters,

Professor Behafer asserts that “Wilkes
took such libertiea with the original as in
his judgment were necessary to make an
interesting story, and to support the con-
tention of his book, namely, that the
route was a practicable one for a Natlonal
rallroad.” (Or. Hist., Quar, Dee. 1803, p.
401), also: "A leading motive with Wilkes
was to prove the fensibllity of a Pacific
railway, which might prompt him to re-
duce the difffculties of the route o o
mintmum.” (Oregontan, Jan. 20, 133.) But
this (s an entlrely srronsous statement of
the purpose of Wilkes with reiation to
a Pacific ralirond, as stated -by himself,
thus: *"The project of a National rallroad
across the continent, though generally de-
nounced as visionary and Impracticablg,
has long been the author’s favorite idea,
and he clalms for It that attention which
every schemo desérves from ite opposers.
It was not his intention to advance It as
early as tho present time, but the rapid
progress of events has precipitated his
dealgn, and a similar proposal from an-
other source has induced him to bring it
forward now, principally from an appre-
hension that the grandest gcheme the
world sver entertalned may be prostituted
to the selfish interesis of & private cor-
porntion.” (Preface, p” 4.) Hls' whole
treatment of the Pacific malimad project
is 'n harmony with this paragraph, and he
devotes very little apmes to any evidence
an to the feasibility of the route, almost
assuming it as settled beyond dispute,
but labors with great earnestnoss to dem-
onstrate the enormous benefits that would
flow from baving the road built, owned
and operated by the Nation, Instead of by
a private corporation. His book contains
in all 197 pages, part in finer type than
the rest, but averaging about 300 words
to the page, or about 100,000 to 196,000 words
to the book.

In Missourl, and then for five yecars

Thomas J. Farnham (ostensibly a
private traveler and explorer, but really
in the employ of the Natl Govtl) (lef
Cong. Globe 27 Cong. 2rd Bess. Appendix
P 29), in 159 led out a small migration
to Oregon.,. He was deseribed by an Eng-
lishman who was a fellow passenger In
the Pacific with him as a “finmboyantly
triotie American.” September 1I, Ii3%,
reached Fort Bolse (Travels p. M1,
and (p. }42), bhe says: “The lth and 15th
wete spent very pleasantly with this gen-
tleman (. a. Mr. Payetta) ** * “Among
the curfosities of this establshment were
the fore wheels, axletree and thills of a
one-horse wagon, sald to have been run
by tho American missionaries from the
Btate of Connecticut through the moun-
tains thus far toward the mouth of the
Columbla. It was left here under the be-
Uef that it could not be taken through
the Blus Mountains, But fortunately for
the next that shall attempt to croes the
continent, a safe and easy passage has
lately been discoversd by which vehicles
of the kind may be dmwn through to
Walla Walla.™

Then Wilkes continues: ““Here we have
the testimony of an intelligent observer™
(Farnham), “who has travaled over every
inch of the route, as well that on this
glde of the mountains as the portion un-
explored by the former party" (the Rocky
Mountain Fur Company), *whose account
wa have previousiy given. This, with
numeroud smilar accounts in existence,
among which is the journal at the end of
this wvolume, must convince the most
skeptieal that a rallroad to and through
this country Is practicabls beyond a
doubt.*"

Had Wilkea been seeking to convince
people that the Government should subst-
dize with bonds and land grants some
private corperation In which he or some
of hisz permonal or political friands were
stockholders, to build a railroad to the
Pacific, there might exist some ground for
imogining that he might “have been
tempted to reduce the diffioulties of the
route to & minimum.” and so might have
altered Burnett's letters, bat it was not
the feasibility of the route about which
he was concerned, but the preventing of
the work from belng underiaken by any
private company; and to the practicabliity
of the route he devotes acarcely one per
cent of his book (and to the whole rail-
rond question searcely 10 per cent of {t),
and to any evidence that Burnett's let-
ters as he printed them might afford, he
devotes only the following 11 words:
“Among which ls the journal at the end
of this volume."” Some of ths advocales
of the Whitman saved Oregon story, no-
tably Rev. M. Eolls and W. H Gray,
have mought to make It appear that Pay-
ette &id not communicate this Information
to Fhirnham, Intimating (though not ven-
turing openiy to assert) that he was in-
formad of this easy pass by Whitman,
and declaring that he revised his
“Travels'” aftor he was at Whitman's
mission (which was September 21 to 20,
1838). To this It ls encugh to reply that
(1) This parngraph Eppears in Its regular
order, under the date of his stop at Fort
Bolse, without any Intimation that he bad
learned anything Included in this para-
graph at any later time or from any other
person than Payette; (2) It s certaln
that this parngraph was not revised by
Farnham safter his visit at Whitman's, on
account of the orror it contains about
these missionaries, as follows: ‘‘Ameri-
can missionaries from the Btate of Con-
necticut.” Immediately preceding Famn-
ham, in 1838, were Reva J. B. Griffin and
Asael Munger and their wives, who had
been sent out as “Independent misslona-
riea’” (that is, Independent of the Ameri-
can board), by some churches In Connec-
ticut which had become dissatisfled with
the management of the American Board
Connnecticut Foreign Misstons, Monsleur
Payette's knowladge of the geography of
the states was limited, and he very nat-
urally would spenk of "American mission-
arfez from the Biate of Connscticut,™
since the last ones who had passed woers
from that state, but if during his weelk's
etay et Whitman's station Farnham had
discussed thin matter with Whitman, who
had left these wagon wheels thers In 198,
not for the reason assigned by Farnham
nor from any opposition of the Hudson's
Bay Company, but, as stated by Spalding
in hia letter of Beptember 20, 1838, as fol-
lows: “We drove a wagon to Snake Fort,
and could have driven it through but for
the fatlgue of our animals; expect to get
it st some future time,” certalnly Whit-
man would have corrected the statement
that the cart Farnham saw st Bolre was
left there by “American missionparies from
the State of Connecticut.” since nelther
Whitman nor any ona of his assoclates
in the Milssion of the American Board was
from Connecticut

(To be continued.)
Ee————

Formosa esupplies almost the whole world
with eamphor, but when Japan took the Inlandg
the industry was in a precarious state. Cam-
phor trees were cut down with an utter disre-

of consequences; Lhe ofF T processcs
were employed In manufarture, So A gfovern-
ment monopoly waa established, with the triple
ohject of protecting the trees, Improving the
method of production and placing the industry
upon & safure fooling.
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