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PART I.
Copyright. 1S93, by "Wm. I. Marshall.

Bo far as yet known July, 1903, the
only Journal of the Migration of 1B43 was
kept by Peter H. Burnett (who was the
Slrst Governor of the State of California),
and of this he says: "I kept a concise
journal of the trip as far as Walla "Walla
and have It now before me." (Old Pioneer
10L) That It was so very "concise" as to
be little more than a memorandum from
which to refresh his memory Is certain
from some extracts from It which he sent
me in 1SS5. It is much to be regretted that
Governor Burnett's sons have not so far
acceded to repeated requests made by me
(and presumably by others), to publish
that journal In full, excepting, of course
such parts (If there are any) as relate to
personal and domestic matters which do
not concern the public, or, at least, to
furnish me with a transcript of everything
in it which relates in any way to Dr.
"Whitman. Three accounts (one of only a
small part, and the other two of the
whole) of that Journey, based' on that
"concise Journal" have been published, as
follows: (A.) Five letters written by
Burnett in January, February and ilarch,
1844, and printed in the New York Herald
December 28, 1844, January 5, G (two let-
ters) and IS, 1515. These letters were re-
printed in Or. Hist. Quarterly, December,
1902. (B.) Part Two (pp. of George
"Wilkes' "History of Oregon." New Tork,
(May) 1845. (C.) Pages of Burnett's
"Recollections of an Old Pioneer," (writ-
ten between March and October, 1ST8),

New York, 1880.

"What This Paper Aims to Pro-r- e Be-

yond Dispute.
It is the aim of this paper to present a

very much more careful study of these
three accounts (which must of necessity
be studied together to judge of their rela-
tive value); than has ever yet been print-
ed, and the author believes that it will
conclusively establish the truth of the
following seven proplsltions:

1. Thatvtae narrative in Wilkes was
written 'By Burnett, and is substantially
the letters sent to the Herald, and of
which the Herald published probably from
one-thir- d to one-four- the matter, but
not without much editing.

2. That Wilkes had no motive for mis-

stating any facts concerning tho difficul-
ties of the route, or the progress of the
migration, or the relation of Whitman
to it

3. That James Gordon Bennett .had
strong motives for "boiling down" the
Burnett letters, and that the small part
of them that he published (covering In
some detail the movements of the migra-
tion only up to June 27, that is for 37

days, and only about 400 miles, or scarcely
one-fif-th of the journey, leaving them
east of tho crossing of the South Fork
of the Platte, and more-tha- n 400 miles east
of the Continental Divide) gives evidence
of having been either rewritten or re
morselessly "blue penciled" by the Her-
ald editorial staff, while the much larger
and vastly more Important part that he
omitted, covering the Journey beyond the
South Fork of the Platte over the moun-
tains, and down tho Snake and Columbia
Rivers, and their reception and treatment
at the Hudson's Bay Company's posts of
Fort Hall. Fort Boise, Fort Walla Walla
and Fort Vancouver is the only part that
materially concerns the Whitman Saved
Oregon Story, and he had a strong mo-

tive for omitting that, but that motive
had no relation whatever to Whitman.

4. That on every point of any impor-
tance relating to Whitman's connection
with the migration, or bearing in any way
on tho Whitman Saved Oregon story,
(which no one heard of for many years
after that time), the statements in the
Wilkes narrative are correct.

5. That the account of the migration in
"Old Pioneer." while valuable, and un
questionably honest, cannot be regarded
as in any sense an "original source" to
that migration, because, (a) It was not
written till the Spring or Summer of 1878

i. e.. 35 years after the event, (b) It wa3
based neither on a copy nor on a "first
draft ' or the letters to the Herald, but
on the "concise Journal" supplemented by
Burnett's recollections 35 years after the
event, (c) It was written immediately
after Burnett hau for the first time heard
of the Whitman Saved Oregon story, and
when (without investigation) he had as-

sented to It (precisely as Mrs. Victor,
and Hon. Elwood Evans and the writer
of this paper did for several years, and
till we investigated the story,) and when
he was unquestionably influenced by it to
some extent

6. That the difficulties of the route from
Fort Hall to the Columbia were trifling,
and would not have seriously interfered
with the progress of the migration if
Whitman had not been with it

7i- - That In every case where the account
in Old Pioneer differs in any Important
point from the account In Wilkes, either
from the statements of the same matter
being different, or from the Old Pioneer
account omitting what Is staed in tho
Wilkes narrative, and it is possible to
compare with contemporaneous docu-
ments, to wit Fremont's report and Whit-
man's own letter of November 1, 1813

the account in Wilkes is always found to
be correct. Sundry minor matters It cer-
tainly Is now impossible, and probably
will always be imposlble to settle beyond
question, e. g., Exactly how much matter
was in the letters Burnett wrote to the
Herald; the precise date of any one of
them (except the first): how they were
forwarded to tho States; whether or not
they were all sent at once; when they
were received by the Herald; how Bennett
came to turn them over to Wilkes; why
Wilkes chose to seek to conceal their au-
thorship? and sundry other equally un- -i

important matters must always remain
fairly debatable, unless evidence should
be found, which is altogether unlikely to

I "be In existence; but on the seven above- -
stated propositions I think every candid
reader will agree that the evidence herein
presented is unanswerable.
Rev. M. Eells on the Xarr'ntlve in

Wllke.
Two persons have recently assailed the

value of the Wilkes narrative one Rev.I
M. Eells, on the ground that it Is an
anonymous document; the other, Joseph
Schafer. professor of history In the TJnl- -

IVerslty of Oregon, on the ground that
I though based on Burnett's letters to the
New York Herald, they were so altered
by Wilkes as to make them valueless as
an "original source." Perhaps to these
should added a third person in Pro-
fessor F. G. Young, secretary of the Ore-
gon Historical Society, but as his "intro-
duction" to the reprint of the Herald let- -

in the Oregon Historical Quarterly
Iters December. 1902, Is plainly and

based on data furnished by Processor
ischafcr. it is, perhaps, needless to regard
that introduction as representing anything
other than Professor Schafer's views. Mr.IEells says (Oregonian. January 18, 1903),

i"Mr. Marshall says that Wilkes never
same to Oregon, but Incorporated an
lnonymous journal of his trip Into his
ltetory- - Mr. M. says that the journal
was written by P. H. Burnett It may bo
so; the writer was not there to see, but
internal evidence goes to show thatIt

not Governor Burnett who wrote it
in!e.ss he had a curious way of not wish
ing to be known. For my edition, which

the "London one of 1846. says (p. 59):
f'On the morning of the 17th of May, 1843.

mounted my horse in Independence,
o., and set out for the general rendez

vous. I should not omit to mention that
was also Introduced this afternoon to

Peter H. Burnett who was subsequently
ide captain of the expedition." If Bur--

lett wrote that it certainly was a curious
Ivay of attempting to conceal his author--
Hup of the letters, since there is the most

evidence In them, since 1SS0,

srhen his "Recollections of an Old Plo- -
aeer" was published, that they were writ- -
len by him and even before the Old
3Ioneer was published a careful compari- -

n of the Herald letters and the Wilkes
kjfnrative furnishes evidence that is very

nearly conclusive that Burnett was the
authpr of the Wilkes narrative. It seems
to me much more likely that Burnett
never wrote that paragraph, but that it
was inserted by Wilkes who chose, for
some Teason fnrobably the one hereinafter
stated), to leavo the public in uouDt as
to the authorship of the letters comprised
in the narrative. As usual. Dr. Eells is
inaccurate, for so far was I from saying
that "Wilkes incorporated an anonymous
journal of his trip into his history." that
I said that Wilkes was not a memoer
of the migration, so that it was not "his
triD." and instead of saying that it was
an "anonymous Journal," I stated that the
account of the migration in wimes "ia
tho only contemporaneous account of that
journey ever printed, so far as known."
and that "it was written by Peter H.
Burnett" (Oregonian, September 3, 1902.)

For several years I regarded this as an
anonymous publication on account of its
being published anonymously, and of the
sentence above quoted about the writer
having" been introduced to Peter H. Bur-
nett and consequently paid little atten-
tion to it. About six years ago, however,
reading it with some care and comparing
it with the account of " the 1843 migration
in Burnett's Old Pioneer, I becamo sat-
isfied that either Burnett or Jesse

was the author of the account
in Wilkes, and wrote to various parties
in Oregon and California (Including Mrs.
Victor and H. H. Bancroft), that I thought
might know. Inquiring if the author of the
Wilkes Narrative was known, but could
find no one who seemed to know.
The Proof That Burnett "Wrote the

Wilkes Narrative.
Beginning then a careful comparison of

the Wilkes and the Old Pioneer accounts,
such striking agreements on many points
were found as soon convinced me that
Burnett must have written the Wilkes
account, and finally conclusive proof of
this was found In the following passages:
1st Wilkes (N. Y. ed.. p. 99), after a
brief description of the Willamette Valley,
continues: "The space between this ridge
and the river is low bottom land which
overflows in some years, except at a point
about five miles from the river's mouth,
that has since been laid out by General
McCarver and. myself under the name of
"Llnntan." Of course the a Is a typo-
graphical error, but it Is noticeable that
it is also printed Llnntan five out of the
seven times the name occurs In the let-
ters In the Herald, though in the Oregon
Historical Quarterly reprint of those let-

ters this erroneous spelling is corrected
with no note calling attention to the error.

Second "Old Pioneer" (pp. 137-8- ): "Gen-
eral McCarver and myself had agreed that
wo would select a townslte at the head
of ship navigation on the Willamette
River. The General, having no family
with him. arrived at the fort (Vancouver)
some time before I did, and selected a
spot on the Willamette about five miles
above its mouth, at what we then sup-
posed to be the head of ship navigation.
Here we laid out a town, calling it Linn-to-n

for Dr. Linn. It was a fair site
excent lor one small reason. It was not
at the head of ship navigation, which
subeequent experience proved to be at
Portland, some miles above. I had a cab
in built at Llnnton. and lived there witQ
my family from about the middle of Jan
uary until the first of May. 1844." Two
of the five letters published in the Herald
December 28, 1844; January 6, 6 and 18,

1845, "from a member or the uregon mi-
gratlon of 1843," are dated at Llnntan,
two at Llnnton and one is undated, and
thev were plainly written in January,
February and March. 1844. The first oi
them written, though the second of them
published (In the Herald of January 5,

1845), Is dated Llnntan. Oregon Territory,
January 18. 1S44, while the first one pub
lished (in the Herald Deceniber 28, 1844)
was plainly among the last if not the very
last one written, and Is dated Llnntan,
Oregon Territory. 1844, and bb it says that
"Mount St Helens is now a burning vol
cano. On February 16. 1844. being a beau
tiful and clear day, the mountain burnedv
most magnificently." And under the head
of "Cllmato" It says: "As early as Feb
ruary 20 the flowers were blooming on the
hillsides. The grass has now been grow-
ing since about February 10, and towards
the end of tho month the trees were bua
ding and the shrubbery in bloom," it' was
evidently written in March, 1844, and this
agrees, as to date, with the following
from page 101 of Wilkes. "There are at
the present moment. March, 1844, at this
place (Oregon City) over 200 families.'
Since the publication of Burnett's "Old
Pioneer," In 18S0, therefore, the account
In WilKes of the 1S43 migration has not
been anonymous to any one who has been
Willing .to carefully study and compare
Wilkes and tho Old Pioneer. It Is true
that tho account In Wilkes was published
anonymously, but w were the first six or
seven of the Waverly Novels, when tho
authorship was fixed on Sir Walter Scott
whereupon though published anonymously
they ceased to be anonymous, the author
being known.
Professor Schnfor's Assnnlt on the

Wilkes "Vnrrntlvc.
Professor Schafer not only calls the

Wilkes account anonymous (though ad
mlttlng that it was based on tho Burnett
letters to the Herald), but insists that It
is so "discredited" by his flret attack
upon it (in Tho Oregonian of January 20,
1903) that he is astonished that I should
attempt to "rehabilitate It" as an "origl
nal source" (for the migration of 1843,
and especially for Whitman's connection
with it) (Cf. Oregonian, March 20. 1903.)
And without waiting to hear what might
be said In support of tho value of that
account as "an original source for that
migration," proceeds "to elaborate his
proofs," that it cannot be regarded as
an original source for that migration and
especially for Whitman's connection with
It The only .points of any real conse
quence In tho Wilkes narrative as far as
the "Whitman Saved Oregon" story Is
concerned, are (a) Was there any opposl
tlon at Fort Hall on the part of Captain
Richard Grant, then In charge of the post,
to wagons going beyond there, or was his
treatment of the migration kind and hon
orable, and his representations as to the
difficulties and the practicability of the
route beyond that point such as were Jus
tilled by his knowledge of the facts of tho
case, and by a reasonable prudence 6uch
as a friendly man would bo bound to
exercise In advising the leaders of
party largely composed of women and
children, as to tho best way to continue
their journey? (b) How far beyond Fort
Hall was Whitman the guide to tho ml
gratlon, and where did he leave It?
(c) Are tho difficulties of the road from
Fort Hall to the Columbia honestly and ac
curatcly -- tated in the Wilkes narrative?
Some years before I began a careful ex
amlnatlon to determine the authorship of
this narrative, and while supposing it to
be of little value because anonymous,
nau careiuuy compared It with a con
tcmporaneous letter of Whitman's (which
no advocate of the Whitman Saved Ore
gon story has yet been willing to print
in full), and with certain letters to me'
from the four then survivors of the or
ganizers and leaders of that migration.
viz.. Governor P. H. Burnett, Hon. Jesse
Applegatc, Hon. Lindsay Applegate and
Hon. J. ii. fahively, and with Fremont's
report as to the route beyond Fort Hall
and had become fully convinced as has
been every one else who has studied this
evidence that whether anonymous or not.
the narrative' in Wilkes is correct on all
these points. Part of this evidence
shall Introduce in this discussion, but
must reserve some for my forthcoming
book. Fully agreeing with Professor
Schafer's opening paragraph (Oregonian,
January 20. 1903) that "a careful criticism
of sources is the primary condition of
successful historical investigation," I am
very glad he has published his criticism
of the Wilkes narrative (In Oregonian
January20, February 13 and March 29,

1903. and Oregon Historical Quarterly, De-
cember L 1902), though I regret that he
did not delay criticising till he had given
a much more careful, and extensive study
to the subject than he appears to have
bestowed upon it, and I can only indorse
one of his conclusions, to wit: that the
Herald letters and the Wilkes narrative
are not Identical. That Is undoubtedly
true, but that is an utterly immaterial
and insignificant matter, and wholly apart
from the vital questions of the author-
ship, and the 'cdrrectness, and the conse.
quent value of the Wilkes narrative as
an original source for the migration of
1843, and especially for Whitman's con- -
nection with it
Hovr I Wju Misled Into Snranoslne

Them Identical.
I was misled by Burnett's careless state

ment as follows: "In the Winter of 1S43-- L
had, while at Llnnton. written some 125

foolscap pages of. manuscript giving a de-
scription of the journey, and of the coun
try along the route as well as of Oregon.

had stated the exact truth to the best
of my knowledge, Information and belief;
and my communications were published In
tne jsew Tork Herald, and were exten
sively read, especially in the Western
states. In a letter I wrote on the Sweet-
water, a tributary of the north fork of
the Platte, I stated that up to that point
the road we had traveled was the finest
natural route, perhaps, in the world.
Without any regard to the place from
which the letter bore date they (1. e., later
emigrants) construed It asa description of
me enure route, consequently whenever
they came to any very bad road they
would most commonly say 'This is more
of Burnett's fine road.' " (Cf. Old Pioneer,
pp. 177-8- ). Professor Schafer Insists that
we are to consider the Herald letters as
ah "accredited" portion of Burnett's writ-
ings, printed with no alteration of theVtext
by the Herald editors, so that the Wilkes
narrative must be condemned as inaccur-
ate whenever it differs from the Herald
letters. It is an interesting commentary
on this position of Professor Schafer's,
and on his assertion concerning the
Wilkes narrative that "The numerous
rhetorical flourishes, the almost frivolous
lightness in spots, the frequent careless
ness of statement are recognized by any
reader of Burnett's accredited writings as
being wholly foreign to his method," that
in this brief extract from "Old Pioneer"
are three wholly Inaccurate statements,
and one other very vague one, as follaws:
(Vague) "Some 125 pages of foolscap."
This might mean, 125, 130, 135 or 140 pages,
and coupled with the fact that so far as
known none of that manuscript is in ex-
istence makes it Impossible to determine
with certainty just how much matter was
In these letters of Burnett to the Herald,
and what part of It the Herald printed.
(Inaacurate) 1. "My communications
were published In the N. Y. Herald." Not
more than from one-thi- rd to one-fpur- th

of tho- - matter which Burnett would natur
ally have put in "some 125 pages of fools-
cap" was printed by the Herald. (2 arid 3)

In a letter I wrote on the Sweetwater
I stated that Op to that point the

road was the finest natural route perhaps
in the world."

2. This letter (If the Herald account la a
correct copy of whit Burnett wrote) was
not written "On the Sweetwater," but at
Llnnton.

3. His statement (If we are to implicitly
rely on the Herald letters), was not as to
the route up to some point on the sweet-wate- r,

but as to the whole route
to the Columbia, for In the Her
ald of January 6, 1S45, plainly speaking of
the whole route, we find: "The road will
be found, upon the whole, the best road In
the world considering Its length. in
Old Pioneer (p. 116), Burnett wrote: "Up
to this point (1. e., Fort Hall, more than
355 miles beyond where tfcey had left tho
Sweetwater, and more than i00 miles this
side of Llnnton), the route over which wo
had passed was perhaps the finest natural
road of the same length to be found in
the world." In the Wilkes narrative we
read: (p. 79) "The whole road along tho
line of this stream (1. e., the Platte), is
doubtless the best in the world, consider
ing Its length." There Is no reason to
suppose that Burnett ever wrote the broad
statement quoted above from the iieraid
(January 6, 1845), that the whole route

was the best road In the world," etc.
and that sentence Is one of the numerous
evidences of tho rewriting or "blue pen-cllln- c"

condensation to which the Herald
subjected the letters, as a New York City
editor, who had never been over any part
of the route, and who was desirous oi
nromotinc migration to Oregon would
not see any need of limiting Its charac
terlzatlon. either to the part along the
Platte or to the route to Fort Hall. Had
Burnett stated in Old Pioneer (p. 177) the
exact fact viz., that a small part of his
letters were published In the Herald,
should have examined the Herald files
six years ago (though It would have been
quite Inconvenient for me to have dono
so). But accepting as correct Burnett s
careless assertion. "My communications
were Dubllshed in the New York Herald,"
and finding by a careful comparison of
Burnett's writing in several letters I had
received from him, that the amount or
matter In the Wilkes narrative was about
what he might naturally have been ex
nected to nut on "some 125 pages of fools
cap," and having demonstrated to tne sat
lsfactlon of all who have careiuuy ex-

amlned the evidence that Burnett was the
author of the narrative, and that Wilkes
had no motive for misstating tho facts In
the matter, as there was not the remotest
nrobablllty that Burnett wrote two such
series of letters In the Winter of 1843-- 4. I
assumed that Wilkes had reprinted tho
Herald letters and so stated. That was an
error, which I am very glad to have cor
rected. but it was a very trifling one, and
not of the least consequence In the dis-

cussion of the Whitman Saved Oregon
Question, nor of the question of the value
of the Wilkes narrative as an "original
source" for the migration of 1843,

Assumptions by Pro
fessor Schnfer.

Had the Herald printed all of Burnett'
letters and had Burnett at any time In
dorsed the Herald's publication of his
letters as accurate, then they would un
doubtedly furnish an "accredited source'
with which to compare the Wilkes Narra
five and the old pioneer account Yet
Professor Schafer assumes without a par
ticle of evidence to sustain him (1) That
the Herald letters are an "accredited
source" for the migration of 1843, at least
as far as tho South Fork of the Platte
(2) That Wilkes so altered the Burnett
letters that wherever there are any dis
crepancles between the Herald and tho
Wilkes narrative we must reject the
Wilkes and accept the Herald; (3) That
the Herald editor did not "Take liberties
with the text of the manuscript except in
breaking the order of the narrative"; (4)

That there is such "a marked agree
ment" between the text in the Herald, let
ters and tho text of the old pioneer ac
count "as to suggest that this part of the
Recollections' was written up from a flrst

draft of the. letters, which he would nat
urally have retained and preserved when
sending tho letters to the Herald. The
historical significance of this probability
is that It makes this portion of the 'Rec
ollectlons' virtually a contemporary
source for the whole of the migration of
1843." (Cf. Or. Hist. , Quarterly. Dec
1902, p. 399; also Oregonian, Jan. 20, 1903.

As the end sought in all these assump
tlons is evidently what is stated in the
last sentence above quoted, to-w- the
substitution of the "Recollections of an
Old Pioneer," published in 1880, and writ
ten, as its preface distinctly states, be
tween March, 1S7S, and September 26, 1878
(when Its author was 71 years old), as
contemporary source for the whole of tho
migration of 1843," In place of the narra
tlve in Wilkes written In January. Feb
ruary and March, 1844. and, published In
May, 1845, I will discuss the fourth as
sumption first
The Ilernld Letters and Old Pioneer

Account Compared.
No sooner was my attention called to

the fAct that I had been ' mistaken In
assuming that the Wilkes narrative was
a reprint of the Herald letters than I had
a carefully verified copy of. the Herald
letters made, and also copies of the two
editorials referring to the letters in the
Herald of December 23, 1S44, and January
18, 1845. Carefully comparing paragraph
by paragraph the three Herald letters
describing the movements of the migra-
tion (for the other two Herald letters are
mainly descriptive of Oregon, with direc-
tions ar to outfit etc. and sav nothlner
in detail about the nVovements of the
migration, but only give a few general
statements about it), with Old Pioneer
(pp. inclusive, covering tho some
part of the Journey). I found that of 613
lines Jn' my typewritten copy of these
three Herald letters, 361 lines or a trifle
more than 70 per cent, are-- not in the Old
Pioneer. whilo"Tof 438 lines In the old
Pioneer account (on pp. 274 lines
or a trifle more than S2& per cent, are not
in the Herald letters. Turning from the
amount of matter in the Old Pioneer and
the Herald letters, lot us see how they
differ in statements of facts. Page 102
(Old Pioneer), Burnett, omits all mentloh
of an easy ford on the Walkalusla (Waka-nis- a)

River, in Eastern Kansas, only 100
yards above-wher-e they let their wagons
down its steep banks with ropes, giving
to the account of the crossing of this
stream only 19 words against 75 In the
Herald. (Ibid.) All that the Old Pioneer
gives to the crossing of the .Kansas River
(which occupied them six days) Is 32
words, while the Herald letters have 21S

words about it. Pages 102-1- 03 (Old Pioneer)
omits all mention of crossing the Big
Sandy on June 4, and of the visit of the
Kansas Chiefs to thefr encampment on
the eve of JUne,3, and of the crossing of
the East Fork of the Blue River on June

, and of the West Fork on the 6th, and
of the terrific thunder storms in the nights
of June 4, 6 and 7, drenching them all
and flooding their camps, and of- their
movement on the 8th to higher ground,
and also all mention of their mode of en-
campment and of the number of wagons
and men in the party when they organ
ized. Page 103 (Old Pioneer), Burnett de
voted 148 words to. stating, why, on June

he resigned the captaincy of the migra
tion, to which he had been elected on
June 1, as follows:

"None of us knew anything about a triD
across the plains except our pilot, Captain
bantt, who had made several trips with
small parties of hired and therefore disci-
plined men, who knew how to obey or
ders. But my company was composed of
very different materials; and our pilot had
no knowledge that qualified him to give
me sound advice. I adopted rules, and
endeavored to enforce them, but found
much practical difficulty and opposition;
all of which I at flrst attributed to the
fact that our emigrants were green at tlffe
beginning,, but comforted myself with the
belief that they would improve in due
time; but my ' observation soon satisfied
me that matters would grow worse. It
became very doubtful whether so large a
body of emigrants could be practically
kept together on such a Journey. These
considerations induced me to resign on the
8th of June, and William Martin was elect
ed as my successor.." The due time1
which Burnett allowed for the "Improve-
ment" of this great party before resign
ing in despair was from June 1 to 9. dur
ing which they had traveled 83 mllesSout
or tno i46 or their journey to Fort Van
couver. While this reason may have been
the true one, It reads very like an after
thought, the more especially as may have
been the true one, there is no hint in it
of the only reason which ho assigned In
his letter to the Herald, as follows: "P.
H. Burnett this day resigned tho command
of the company on account of ill health.
(Herald, January 6. 1845.1 Wilkes elves
this (as he does all these other facts In
the Herald which the Old Pioneer omits or
greatly abridges) in a little fuller form.
as follows: "Several of us had causrht se
vere colds by the drenching we had re
ceived, and among the rest, Mr. Burnett
was badly attacked with so serious an
indisposition, that he was forced to resign
tne command."

Ibid. (O. P.) omits to mention the dlvls
ion ofthe migration into two nartles an
juneiu, and the number of men and wag
ons m Martin's command, also the meet-
ing on tho 10th of four wagons on the way
from lort Laramie to Independence, and
the finding of the corpse of an Indian, and
the rain of the 11th of June. Page 104
(O. P.) omits all mention of the Journey
of June 14, and also his description of

tne .Kansas country" (I. e.. the reelon
drained by the Kansas River,and Its trib-
utaries), as having very few places where
good farms could be made for want of tlm
bcr. Pages 1CS-- 9 (O. P.) omits all mention
of seeing the first band of buffalo on June
22. Old Pioneer nowhere elves either tho
rules and regulations adopted by the ml
gratlon, or the table of distances, both of
which are given In the Herald letters,
and in Wilkes, and nowhere dni nid
Pioneer print a word about Burnett'sgreat gastronomic feat on buffalo meat,
Which both the HprnW nmt W!llr. r,.
and which Professor Schafer (because it
is in Dotn, though with very marked vari-
ations in phraseology and In facts), deems
conclusive evidence that Burnett's letters
formed the basis of Wllkes'.narratlve. If
such divergencies as I have herein cited
between alike the amount of matter, and
the facts In Old Pioneer and the Herald
letters constitute "a marked resemblance1
between them, pray what would evidence
a considerable difference between them?
No such divergencies are to be found on
a similar close comparison of the Herald
letters with the Wilkes narrative, excepi
uiai wnuo every ract or the least Impor
tance that Is stated In the Herald letters
is stated In Wilkes, the account In wnim.
is almost always much fuller, and In the
language natural to a frontiersman whose
literary style was unformed, and who
tnereiore would tend to be diffuse In dp
ocrlptlon and somewhat extravagant in
expression

Burnett at this time had no fired tvi
It is utterly futile to compare the style

oi mo eraia letters or the Wilkes nar
rative with .Burnett's "accredited writlngs," with any expectation of determln.
lng from such comparison whether or not
Burnett wrote this or that paragraph or
page of the Herald letters or the Wilkes
.Narrative. Burnett's "accredited writings" (aside from some controversial ar
ticles in an ureeon newMumor in icjq
about the Whitman massacre, and in San
mrancisco papers about political matters)
are first his Messages as Governor of
California; second, his decisions as Judtr
Of the Supreme Court of California, and
tnird, the following four books: "The
Path Which Led a Protestant Lawyer
to tne watnouo unurcn" (N. Y., I860)
"The American Theory of Government
considered with Reference to .the Pres
ent Crisis' (1861); "Recollections of an
Old Pioneer" (N. Y., 1880); "Reasons Why
we oiiouia xieuevo in uoa, love God and
Obey God" (1884). Political exigencies
and legal principles, rather than canons
of literary style, fixed the subjects and
tho manner of expression of his guberna
torlal and judicial papers, and I presume
no one looks to anything other than the
four books above named as "accredited'
writings of Burnett But tho flrst of these
was not written until 16 years after the
Heraldjetters, and they were years which
of necessity had greatly changed Bur
nett's style of writing, since they had
vastly broadened his mental horizon and
changed his point of view, socially, po
nticauy and religiously. There Is
reason to suppose that .prior to the Herald
letters Burnett had ever written a single
lengthy article for publication. Born In
a log cabin In Tennessee, and living on
the frontier In Tennessee and Missouri
till ho migrated to Oregon, having only
the barest rudiments of a common school
education (Lef. O. P., p. 20), with no ac
cess to any considerable library, public
or private, engaged from his 19 th to. his
81st year, as clerk in or proprietor of coun
try stores, first in Tennessee and later

1 In Missouri, and then for Ave years

as a frontier lawyer, most oi tho time
very busily employed as district attorney
Jn prosecuting the many criminals that
then infested the Missouri frontier, there
was nothing in his career to form any
literary style. Ho tells us (O. P., p. 53):

I also edited a weekly newspaper, 'The
Far West' published in Liberty. My
services "were gratuitous, as I desired im
provement, not salary." Those of us
who havo lived for years as I have Inlog
cabins on the extremest frontier, hun-
dreds of miles from a railroad, can well
understand that the gratuitous editing of

The Far West" in Liberty, Mo., In 1838

to 1843, before the telegraph was even
dreamed of. and when there was no rail
road within 1000 miles of Liberty would
tend to produce a very finished literary
style, since the editor, having no "patent
insldes" la those days to supply him with
matter, and with a limited exchange list
would rarely be able to condense his mat
ter, but Instead often would be compelled
to greatly inflate it in order to fill his
columns. In 1848 Burnett Joined the Cath
olic Church, and took his new religion
veryseriously, as is evident from several
passages in the Old Pioneer. In 1848 he
went to Callfornlo, and December, 1848.
quit mining, and went to aacramento.
and thence forth through all his long and
honorable life was a resident not on a
farm, or in a small frontier village of
log houses, but in tho Cities of Sacra-
mento, San Francisco and San Jose. Of
necessity new conditions especially the

ery remarkable ones existing In Cali
fornia from 1S48 to to a man
of Burnett's" active (If not very profound)
mind, new ideals and alms, and rapid de-

velopment on many lines. Having oppor-
tunity, and with the speedy accumulation
of a competency leisure to read-jfri- write,
he formed a style from which, as was to
be expected, most of the crudities and dif
fusiveness of his first considerably
lengthy production, the Herald-Wilk- es let
ters were eliminated, as well as all that.
was really characteristic of frontier life
and manners. His busy life In California
soon put him completely out of touch with
Oregon pioneers and their affairs, not
that when, now and then, one of his T)ld

Oregon friends, especially one of the 1843
migration found- him in San Francisco, he
was not warmly welcomed and treated
most hospitably, but that the pressure of
affairs In the vastly greater community
of California absorbed his attention so
completely that far away Oregah was very
little In his mind, as witness the follow
ing facts:

First As late as 1878 he had not so
much as -- heard of W. H. Gray's History
of Oregon and its bitter and wholly un
justifiable attacks on him, though It was
printed in San Francisco, In ISiO, by H,
H. Bancroft & Co. (lef. O. P., p. 191).

Second Not till he bought and read
Gray's History, in May, 1878, had ho ever
heard of the Whitman-saved-Oreg-

story, thouch it was published in San
Francisco in October and November, 1865,

and had been widely printed and com
mented on in papers and magazines in
all parts of the country. On this point
witness his letter to me of September 16,
1884, in which, in answer to tny question,

When did you first hear of the wnlt
story as told by Spald

ing and Gray?" he wrote me as follows:
"I have no present recollection of over
having heard of Dr. Whitman s alleged in
tervlews with Webster and Tyler, sub
stantlally related in Gray's Hl3tory, until
I read his account of them in May, 1878.

(Old Pioneer, 191)." Another letter from
him stated that he had accepted the
Whitman-saved-Oreg- story as correct
without making any investigation. But
May 3. 1837, acknowledging' with thanks
the receipt of my letter containing some
extracts from the then (and still) unpub
llshed evidence obtained by me from an
examination of the correspondence of
Whitman and his associates, and from the
files of tho War. Navy and State De
partment he wrote: "I cannot at present
see how these documents can be explained
or answered by the advocates of the
Whitman-saving-Oreg- theory."

No probability that Burnett had a copy
or a "flrst draft" of the Herald letters
when he wrote the Old Pioneer.

The evidence I have already adduced of
the lack of agreement of the Herald let
ters and tho Old Pioneer account of the
migration of 1S43 should be sufficient to
convince any one that the Old Pioneer
account Is not In any way based on the
Herald letters, but only on his "concise
Journal" and his memory 35 years after
the event. The Old Pioneer furnishes
confirmation of this, as follows: (Preface,
P. V. 1) "As the work has been so largely
written from memory alone, its publlca
tlon during my life will enable me to
correct any serious mistakes I have
made." (P. 10L) I kept a concise Journal
of the trip as far as Walla Walla, and
have it now beforo me." But nowhere In
tho book is there the least intimation
that as an aid to his memory he had
anything else before him, either the "flrst
draft" of the letters to the Herald or
copy of what tho Herald printed of
them, or a copy of Wilkes' Oregon, and
after what he said in his preface about
writing the book "so largely from mem
ory alone," surely If he had had before
him when writing the account of the 1843

migration anything in the way of a con
temporaneous source other than his "con
clso"" journal." ho would have men
tloned it

Discussing tho civil war ho cays: "Dur
ing the war I was called upon publicly
to express my opinion in regard to It My
answer was published at tho time, but,
as usual with me, I preserved no copy.'
Now If in 1861, after more than a dozen
years of urban life, during which he was
constantly engaged in large affairs, he
could say that "as usual with me I pre
served no copy" of so Important a letter
as this, which was deemed something or
factor In keeping California from seced
ing, what probability Is there that through
all the vicissitudes and changes of rest
dences and occupations ho had preserved
for 35 years "the first draft," or any other
copy, of the letters he wrote in his rude
log cabin in Llnnton, in tho Winter of
1843-4- ?

"Wilkes Had No Motive for Altering
Burnett's Letters.

Professor Schafer asserts that "Wilkes
took such libortle3 with the original as in
his Judgment were necessary to make an
interesting story, and to support tne con
tention of his book, namely, that the
route was a practicable one for a National
railroad." (Or. Hist Quar., Dec. 1902,
401), also: "A leading motive with Wilkes
was to prove the feasibility of a Pacific
railway, which might prompt him to re
duce the difficulties or tho route to
minimum." (Oregonian, Jan. 20, 1903.) But
this Is an" entirely erroneous otatement of
the purpose of Wilkes with relation to
a Pacific railroad, as stated Dy nimseir,
thus: "The project of a National railroad
across the continent though generally de
nounced as visionary and impracticably,
has long been tho author's favorite Idea,
and he claims for it that attention which
every scheme deserves from Its opposers
It was not his Intention to advance it as
early as tho present time, but the rapid
progress of events has precipitated his
design, and a similar proposal irom an
other source Has induced him to bring it
forward now, principally from an appre
henslon that the grandest scheme the
world ever entertained may be prostituted
to the selfish Interests of a private cor
poration." (Preface, p 4.) His whole
treatment of the Pacific railroad project
Is In harmony with this paragraph, and he
devotes very little apace to any evidence
as to tho feasibility of the route, almost
assuming It, as settled beyond dispute,
but labors with great earnestness to dem
onstrate the enormous benefits that would
flow from having the road built, owned
and operated by the Nation, Instead of by
a private corporation. His book contains
in all 127 pages, part in finer typo than
the rest but averaging about 800 words
to the page, or about 100.000 to 105.000 words
to tho book.

Of this he devotes only 14 pages (47 to

62) of about 800 words to the page, to the
Pacific Railroad, under the following head-
ing, "Proposal for a National Railroad
From the Atlantic to the Pacific," and of
this 14 pages he devotes less than and a
page and a quarter, L e., less than 100O

words, to the feasibility of the route
(pp. ), as follows:

First Five hundred words .quoted from
tho report mode by the Rocky Mountain
Fur Company to the Secretary of War.
under date of St Louis. October 29. 1830, of
the success of their experiment In driving
the first wagons to the Rocky Mountains
and back to St Louis, between April 10
and October 10. 1831, (as Sen. Ex. Doc. 39,
Zd Bess., 21st Cong.).

Second (Less. 21st Cong.) Wilkes (doubt
less following Greenhow) erroneously
gives the date of these first wagons to
tho Rocky Mountains as 1S29, but the cor
rect date is 1830. This quotation is pre
ceded and followed by a few lines of gen
eral statements as to the entire fcaslbll
Ity of the route. Next he quotes from
Farnham's Travels, abcAt the easy pass

over tne niue .Mountains, wnicn .Fayette,
in charge of Fort Boise, informed Farn- -
ham had then, September 15, 1839, been
recently discovered by which wagons
could be taken to the Columbia as fol
lows: Thomas J. iarnham (ostensibly a
private traveler and explorer, but really
in the employ of the NatL Govt) (lef.
Cong. Globe 27 Cong. 3rd Sess. Appendix

229), in 1839 led out a small migration
to Oregon. He was described by an Eng
llshman who was a fellow passenger In
the Pacific with him as a "flamboyantly
patriotic American." September 13, 1839.
he reached Fort Boise (Travels p. 141),
and (p. 142). he says: "The 14th and 15th
were spent very pleasantly with this gen-
tleman (I. e. Mr. Payette) "Among
the curiosities of this establishment were
the fore wheels, axletree and thills of a
one-hor- wagon, said to have been run
by tho American missionaries from tho
State of Connecticut through the moun
tains thus far toward the mouth of tho
Columbia. It was left here under the be
lief that It could not be taken through
the Blue Mountains. But fortunately for
the next that shall attempt to cross the
continent, a safe and easy passage has
lately been discovered by which vehicles
of the kind may be drawn through to
Walla Walla."

Then Wilkes continues: "Here we have
the testimony of an Intelligent observer"
(Farnham), "who has traveled over every
Inch of the route, as well that on this
side of the mountains as the portion un
explored by the former party" (the Rocky
Mountain Fur Company), "whose account
we have previously given. This, with
numerous similar accounts in existence,
among which is the journal at the end of
this volume, must convince the most
skeptical that a railroad to and through
tnis country is practicable beyond a
doubt."

Had Wilkes been seeking to convince
people that the Government should subsi
dize with bonds and land grants some
private corporation In which he or some
of his personal or political friends were
stockholders, to build a railroad to the
Pacific, there might exist some ground for
imagining that he might "have been
tempted to reduce the difficulties of the
route to a minimum," and so might havo
altered Burnett's letters, but It was not
the feasibility of the route about which
he was concerned, but the preventing of
the work from being undertaken by any
private company; and to the practicability
of the route he devotes scarcely one per
cent of his book (and to the whole rail
road question scarcely 10 per cent of it).
and to any evidence that Burnett's let
ters as he printed them might afford, he
devotes only the following 11 words:
"Among which Is tho Journal at the end
of this volume." Some of the advocates
of the Whitman saved Oregon Btory, no
tably Rev. M. Eells and W. H. Gray,
have Bought to make it appear that Pay
ette did not communicate this Information
to Farnham, Intimating (though not ven
turing openly to assert) that he was in
formed of this easy pass by Whitman,
and declaring that he revised his

Travels" after he was at Whitman's
mission (which was September 23 to 30,
1839). To this It Is enough to reply that
(1) This paragraph appears in its regular
order, under the date of his stop at Fort
Boise, without any intimation that he had
learned anything Included In this para
graph at .any later time or from any other
person than Payette: (2) It Is certain
that this paragraph was not revised by
Farnham after his visit at "Whitman's, on
account of the error it contains about
these missionaries, as follows: "Amerl
can missionaries from the State of Con
necticut." Immediately preceding Farn
ham, in 1839, wero Revs. J. B. Griffin and
Asael Munger and their wives, who had
been sent out as Independent missiona
ries' (that is, independent of the Ameri-
can board), by Borne churches in Connec-
ticut which had become dissatisfied with
the management of the American Board
Connnectlcut Foreign Missions. Monsieur
Payette's knowledge of tho geography of
the states was limited, and he very nat
urally would speak of "American mission
aries from the State of Connecticut,"
since the last ones who had passed were
from that state, but if during his week's
stay at "Whitman's station Farnham had
discussed this matter with "Whitman, who
had left these wagon wheels there In 1836,
not for tho reason assigned by Farnham
nor from any opposition of the Hudson's
Bay Company, but, as stated by Spalding
In his letter of September 20, 1836, as fol
lows: "We drove a wagon to Snake Fort.
and could have driven It through but for
the fatigue of our animals; expect to get
It at some future time," certainly "Whit
man would have corrected the statement
that the cart Farnham saw at Boise was
left there by "American missionaries from
the State of Connecticut," since neither
"Whitman nor any one of his associates
In the Mission of the American Board was
from Connecticut.

(To be continued.)

Formosa supplies almost the whole world
with camphor, but when Japan took the Island
tho Industry was In a precarious state. Cam
phor trees were cut down with an utter dlsre- -
garu or consequences; tne cruaesi processes
were employed In manufacture. So a govern
ment monopoly was established, with the triple
oblect of orotectinsr the trees. lmDrovlnc the
method of production and placing the Industry
upon a secure footing.
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