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YESTERDAY'S WEATHEHR-Maximum tem-
e, §1; minlmum temperature, §H; jre-
clpitation, 486 of un Inch
TODAY 5§y WEATHER-Cloudy o partly
couly, with showers: south to west winds.
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THE IMPERTINENCE OF T'I-{E MOST,

The culpability of the averuge, in fact,
of the almost universal man, in
thoughtiessly ignoring or through mal-
fce prepense avolding the strolght and
narrow way of prohibition, has been set
forth without equivocation in our col-
umns the past three days by Mr. Amos,
who feele that Mr. McKercher should
have been slected to Congress, and by
Mr. McKercher, who Is egqually certain
that Mr. Amos should have bean elected
Mayor. We are forbldden by every
ponsideration of reasun to doubt tha
Mr. Amos shares Mr. McKercher's dis-
approval of the election of Judge Will-
tams, or that Mr. McKercher views his
own apbsence from Congress as our
crowning Natlonal sin, WwWe  also
gnther from thelr oheervatlons that
support of the Prohibition ticket Is not
the affair of mere ordinary discretion
and judgment, but a divinely appointed
ordinance from which there s no ap-
peal, and that divagation from this su-
preme duty I8 & =in, not venlal or pal-
Bable, but unpardonably offensive in
s marn!l and relgious sense. Vote for
Amos or be damned!

It I=x not our present purpose to call
this axiom of politics into guestion, any
more than we should venture to Indorse
the dictionary’'s theory of temperance,
Instead of the prohibition ea that tem-
perance s Intemperals abstinence and
moderation Is to be found only In one
extreme; but mercly to show how wide-
gpread Is the offense which the Prohl-
bitlonist holds up to his own Infallible
reprobation. In Oreégon last June, out
of some $0.000 votes cast, 3489 went for
the Prohibitlon nominee for Governor.
Only one man in twentv-seven I8 fit
20 be on eacth. The rest are lrrelevant
and Impertinent. In 10, while McKin-
jey cecelved 7.210.101 votes and Bryan
£.357.004 votes, Metcall recelved onily
HE000. Only one man in seventy-five
§» good; the rest are fit only for objur-
gation amd wirath, It i doubtful, in-
deed, If the 208000 are free {rom moral
delinguency, for did not Joh®™ G. Wool-
ley also run as the nomine¢ of the
United Christlan party, receiving the
small, but therefors doubly refined,
righteoux vote of 16587

The reprehenaibility of soclety In gen-
eral, with the exception of one man In
saventy-five, |s most fltaifally reveiled
in the complexion of legislative bodies,
wherein the actual work of lnwmaking
—that = of character-forming—Iis done
On this head, the figures avaiinble pre-
sent a most dumning indictment of the
mos:, to-wit:

Malne Legislature e IU I S
Kansas Legtulature
L URE JE T R R PO
L. & Hous of Reps. ..
Electoral College ..

There is no way of getting around
thene flgures. So far as we can fnd,
there Is not a Prollbitlonist in elther
house of Congress or In any Legislature
in the land. The respousibility, there-
fore, is upon the whole people. The
erime of defeating Mr. Amos for Mayor
I8 duplicated every tlme the American
people go to the pollz for any purpose
whatsoever. Everybody = to blame.
Everybody I+ Immoral and criminal—
everybody, that is, but one man in sev.
enty-five.

This thing has. been golng on for
many years. It was In 1576 that Green
Clay 8mith, running for President, from
the suggestive precincts of Kentucky,
wns diabolically turned down by some
800000 voters who preforred Hayes
and Tilden, und recMved only the votes
of the elect, numbering a pitiful 9000
There was o Nutlonal Prohibition Con-
‘wention in 1569, and a Prohibition party
in Maine In 1851, The couniry cannot
plead lgnorance, for the wicked nature

. of all who vote against the Prohibition
ticket has been brought to the atten-
tlon of two about equally perverse and
sinful generations. Thepre {8 no excuse,
Republican and Democrat have sinned
equally against the licht Only Amos
and McKercher ars fit o raise their
heads among honest men—that is to
sAy, among the 3485 In Oregon

There l= one ray to light the gloom,
Even this dark cioud has its silver iin.
Ing. The awful hlight which success in
politics casts over men and parties has
#0 far passed the sacred Prohiba oy
The corrupting Iinfluence of ofMiceholding
bas left unsullisd the only just. It
would be an unhappy dany for the hu-
man race when theas white souls shouid
Be bespatiersd with the mire of land
offices and assesements. Lot us rejoice,
then, at thelr !mmunity from harm.
¥Fisk got more voles in 1588 and Bldwell
got more in 15§52 than Metcalf did in

| or Instill resolution

1900. The Prohibition party pursues Its
way unspotted from the world, unsul-
Hed by actun! participation In govern-
ment, politics or affalrs. Let us not
deny its members thelr sweet and rea-
sonable letlers to the newspapers, their
charity, thetr modesty. Upon that ‘tide-
less ghore the sea of trouble casts no
wave. They have no offices to regu-
late, they saw no wood., they cut no
ice. Learn from the Industrious ant
their meanliness, from the Jittle
busy beg their censeléss buzz and ven-
omed sting.

SHOULD WIVES “0OBEY"!

It must have besn a mere supersen-
sitive reglrd'to-r veracity which Induced
Miss Katherine Fisher, of Philladelphin,
upon the occasion of her becoming Mra
E. 8, Ross, of Brooklyn, to secure the
omission of “obey” from her marriage
vow, and the subsequent acknowledg-
ment of her freedom from that time-
honored Injunction over the signatures
of fourt#en witnesses. It Is Incredible
that Miss Fisher, through observation
or experience, had lmbibed the notion
that the promise to obey earries with
it any obligation or anticlpation of per-
fo ce. Wifely obedience has long
gone way of the spinning-wheel and
the stage coach. It is His to suggest,
Hers to command.

The responsibility for ‘this funda-
mental change in famlly relations Is
lost In an intricate maze of obscurities,
Of the deterloration in man's fitness to
rule there can be no doubt whatever,
inasmuch as lJaw becomes under all cir-
cumstances merely the formal and tech-
nical record of what has already hard-
ened through usage Into Imperative
convention. Woman, let us grant at
once, has risen to a new measure of au-
thority, becauss of the exigencles Im-
posed by man's Increasing unfitness
But men are, ns we know, the mere
creatures of their women folk. They
are what thelr mothers make them, and,
after the mother's chastening hand is
withdrawn, thelr wives. Hence we
must attribute any delinguency In man
10 the imperfect training glven him
at home. Nor is the man, In turn,
wholly free from responsibility as to
the character of his wife and daughters,
The fauit, therefore, cannot be certninly
apportioned. We must accept the fact,
and let It go at that.

Ethnically considered, It seems most
probable that a more equitable balanc.
Ing of powers In the married state s
the reasonable resultant between two
extremes. In the history of every race
there was a lime when custom recog-
nized in the woman the seat of power,
The feminine regime grew largely out
of the greater cunvenlence and cer-
tainty of tracing descent through the
female line. In primitive socisty it was
comparntively easy to establish who a
man's mother was, but, ate., ete. But
as man's military function grew in dis-
tinetness and Importance, he Inclined
to take these matters more and more
into his own hands. He availed him-
self- of measures calculnted to insure
the correct paternity of his children,
He asplred to Lecome the whole thing.
The penduium swung very far to the
side of mascullne sugremacy.

Heredity, however, must be reckonsd
with. Strong-minded men will some-
times have strong-minded doughters;
and when these are mnted with com-
plalsant males, the inevitable result Is
feminine administration. The only
hope for uniform masculine ascendency
would be for every man to select a wife
be could boss exhaustively upon all
ocearions—a Utoplan remedy, In view
of the demonsirated Inability of the
average man to opposs his virginal un-
willingness successfully to the fixed de-
termination of the masterly female who
Is after him. High authorities have
held that the woman who is not willing
to obey her "husband should never
marry; but this appears to us & mere
negligible detall. Rule 1s to the strong;
and In marriage, as In every other reln-
tion of life, power is to those who can
wield It. No vow at the altar can
change human nature, No adjuration
can makée the masterful complalsant
into the nerveless,
The man who ls worthy will never faii
of joyal adherence at home; but all the

o

King's horaes and all the King's men |

cannot put back upon his former pedes-
tial the hushand who has betrayed his
birthright for & mess of pottage and
chown his once ldolzing helpmest that
he 18 too weak W be trusted, too rotten

{ ut heart to be depended on,

In the current Atlantic §s a plece by
Dr. Lyman Abbott which wiil mnot
please the, woman suffragists, but
which offers some very suggestive com-
menis on the idiotle controversy as to
the comparative merits of the sexes.
Dr. Abbott's clear head and  winning
style have served him here to good pur-
pose, and he setz out the essentinlly
different spheres of men and women
with vigor and lucldity. They are
more to be comppred, he says, than
half 2 yurd with haif a pound. We
might as well ask whether a carpenter
s better than a soldler, or whether
troy welght 12, on the whole, more
meritorions than avolrdupols. Common
sense and an old-fashioned conception
of love and duty will set at rest many
of the craxy speculations now rife con-
cerning woman's destiny and man's
deterloration and the balancing of au-
thority between husband and wife.
These things ssldom wordy men who
are busy and women whorsre wisely
and happlly married. If fewer women
would marry for money. or position, or
support, or the mere sake of a hus-
band, there would be less craving for
the sensations of publiclty. If men
were more worthy to rule, there would
be fewer declarations of independence
and theatric appeals to “the opinion.of
muankind.*

no

OX THE GAIN OF LIVING LATER.

In these “tea-cup times" to read of
some stirring period In history Is fre.
quently to wish that fate had fixed
one’s birth at a far earller date. Most
people have feit, at one tlme or an.
other, a desire to have ridden in mall
against the Saracen; or to have fought
for Bonnie Prince Charlie; or to have
fired a muske? In the cause of American
Independence. The excltement of the
time, the spirit of the cause, the fagie
of the event—such stuff ax dreams dre
made on—are magnlfied in  mental
mirge, and the dosrs of far-off deeds,
the fighters In battles long ago, are
envied as feeling all the emotions that
surge in the heart of him who reads.

The Idea Is deceptive We fes]l the
spirit of the Crusades more than did
the Crusaders; Bonnle Prince Charlie
is bonnler to us than he was to the
clansmen In the "Forty-five; and we,
more than the Continentals, appreclate
the gravity of the events In which they
pinyed thelr part. The actors In a
drama do not apprehend the whole
spirit of the play as does the nudience.
and so with the actors In the dramas
of history. The spectator at Ringling's
circus gets more real crusading emo-

tion out of the tnasel show than did the
haif-scorched, armor-piated knights
that squabbhled over precedence in the
sands of the Holy Land, The High-
lander, with whom Death and the
Furies charged at Culloden, was moved
by complex motives. It was Jeft for a
later age to sing the best baliads of the
Jacobites, and the white cockade meant
more to those that came after than to
those that wore it in thelr bonnets.
And so with the Revolution. It i= dis-
tance that lends comprehension to the
view,

We, who live later, we can feel the
emotions that we fanecy stirred the men
of yore. And, more fortunate we, by
turns ail roles are ours. We can be
Crusaders, Clansmen and Continentals
as our mood may be, Keats did not err
when he sald:

Lot the winged Fancy rtoam;
Flrasure never was at bhotne,

COMMERCIALISM AND THE PULPIT,
The Nashville American thinks the
ministry is losing Its attractions for
young men. The pay of clergymen is
better, the churches are finer, but
fewer people aitend them. The Amer-
ican f# In doubt whether to attribute
this to “sclence, or commerclalism, or
the freer exercise of thought.” There
is a change, of course, since we were a
new and thinly settled country, when
churches were l=olated, when Itinerant
ministers were common, when periodie
revivale and campmeetings were the
rule everywhere; but the new conditions
have mot been succeeded by a lower
standard of morality or religious life.
In the old days, when npbody was very
rich and nobody very poor, the small
salaries pald ministers and school
teachers were sufficient to attract a
good many men who were content to
earn their bread decently and were
willing to do without luxuries, because
only the few could command them.
But today, In our higher state of soclal
and Industrial development, the oppor-
tunities to obtaln a competence In many
callings leads men ambitlous of wealth
and the Influence It Implies to think
lightiy of the ministry as a life work.

Thia |= as It should bes. The pulpit
losea nothing Sy this fact that Is
worthy of regret, for the only men who
are wanted in the pulpit are the men
who seek it as Instincotively as a duck
takes to water. The men who are fit
for the puipit and”the pastoral work of
a parish are moen who accept the pulplt
and all Its probable sacrifices as a labor
of love and highest duty. There have
beenn men In the American pulpit of
high talents who soon proved that they
were not fit for it, because the pulpit
was not (o them thelr dearest love and
their highest duty. These men had a
short-lilved career. They expired ke
2 bright exhalation, In =pite of their
lterary and oratorlcal powers, because
they insulted the Instinctive popular
perceplion of the ncongruity between
spiritual tastea, purposes and pursults
of a man who enters the pulpit becauss
he fegl= within his bosom glow the
apostolic fire and fervor, and a man
whoss tastes are of the sort that tempt
him to be on eager leader In fashion-
able soclety or politles,

It Is a v s theory that -there |a
no moral féUndation for the barrler
thst ordinarfly separates ministere and
men of the world In business, in sport
and the general order of their every-day
life, for this theory, If practically en-
forced, is that any Intellectpal layman,
not dizreputable In his personal habits,
may leap from the turf to the pulpit
and from the pulpit to the turt, just as
the oid race of fox-hunting parsons did
in England in John Wesley's day. These
sporting parsons were not bad men,
but their heart was not In thelr calling,
and thelr frivolous ilfe and example
were reflected by thelr flocks In that
terrible atmosphere of unbroken reli-
glous indifference against which Wesley
directed his Insurrection. The educated
classes were chlefly atheists; thelabor-
Ing c¢lasses were c<chiefly filthy and
drunken savages. The theory that a
preacher’s calling Is not Inconsistent
with fox-hanting and horse-racing may
possibly work no harm to the preacher,
but, = n matter of effect on his influ-
ence Tor spiritual good over his congre-
gation, It may work an Infinite deal of
harm. The world Is not ready yet to
surrender its belief that the function of
n minister is higher than all other hu-
man pursuits, nor to bring down the
haly calling of a clergyman to the level
of a profesrion, on the same plane In all
worldly affairs with all men of business
out of the pulpit.

The greatest preacher in our Amer-
ionn history was Phillips Brooks. Weo
man was more humane In action: no
man more genial; no man cared less
than did Hishop Brooks for his mere
clerical dignity, but for his spiritual
dignity he carad so much that he never
parted with IL No man can serve two
masiers. No man can be a true evan-
Zellst In the pulpit and be & fox-hunt-
Ing, game-destroying parson at the

| same time, for the preacher who finds

time to be an “all-around” athlete and
sportsman all hiz days, while he may
be an excellent man, will never be an
evangellst Iike John Henry Néwman,
or Frederlck W. Robertson, or Chan-
ning, or Phillips Brooks.

No man whose soul
calllng, If his bodily health is not
broken, consents 0 separate the
preacher from the pastor. The grfeat
preachers whose work survives have
been men with a spiritual message on
thelr lips, with natures pure and spirit-
uvally unselfish. Look at the atern spir-
itual self-sacrifice of John Henry New-
man, the bitter loss of the private
friendship of the ablest men In the
Church of England; the fame of the
first pulpit orator of his time, the cer-
talnty of clerical advancement. Look
at Frederick W. Robertson, the son of
a gallant soldier. His chosen ecareer
wans that of arms; but, when the sol-
dierly ambition was submerged by the
epirituallty of the man, how resolutely
he speks the church! He carries the
flery spirit of a soldler into hls work:
he becomes the greatest preacher of his
day, and he was the falthful., tender
pastor of the working classes of his
Brighton ocongregation; he struggles
with Il health, he dies at 37, and yet
today there is not & man or woman of
intelllgence or humanity, whether ag-
nostie or orthodox, who can read one
of Hobertson's sermons without oblain-
ing moral help and spiritual Humina-
tion. He s Nfty weiars dead, but he
apeakath to us all, even as Wesjey con-
feased thal he expected sslvation for
Socrates, and felt both reverence and
esteern for Loyola and Fenelon.

The pulpit does not have to Invite
such men as Newman, Robertaon,
Channing, Parker and Philllips to enter
the ministry. You eannot keep them
out of IL Channing, Dr. Bartol
thought, would have starved If he had
been anyithing but a preacher. Parker
confessed that his first ambition was to
become rich. He desired to enter mer-
cantile life’ and make 3100000, but as
he grew older his spiritual nature

is In his holy

)

pit, spiritnally fit, you cannot keep out
of It. Thercfore we need ndt worry.
Commercialism will keep no really
great preacher or pastor out of the pul-
pit, and if commerelallsm charms
from the pulpit who are unworthy of it,
who would make a mere trade or pro-
fesslon out of what should be an apos-
tolic career of self-dedication and sac-
rifice, then commereinllam will only
purify the pulpit.

THE PITY OF IT.

The young women who are In jall in
San Francisco charged with murder
may not he guilty of this specific crime.
The courts will, as In justice bound,
give them every chance to establish
thelr Innocence, and it may be hoped,
{f they are Innocent, that they will be
succesaful in this endeavor. Back of
this alleged crime of murder, there Is,

bhowever, In the case of these women, |

or one of them at least, a career that
adds probability (o the charge. Cer-
tainly there is little that Is womanly in
the record of unsesmly acts and ad-
ventures In her case, that Is as an
open book in this community, where
some years of her girlhood and young
womanhood were passed. The woman
who s above suspicion of waywardness,
who performs faithfully snd modestly
as daughter, sister, malden and wife,
not only without chafing at the fate
that rhade these duotles devolve upon
her by nature, but accepting it cheer-
fully and walking its ways conscien.
tlously, Is not likely to find herself the
center of gosslp, the principal In a
grave scandal or a prisoner charged
with capital crime,

Public sympathy is due to the mother
of these suspects, who, In the seclusion
of the home that they have shadowed
by their wayward conduct, grieves over
thelr disgrace and shudders at the pos-
elbility of thelr conviction of & crime
the gravest In the calendar as measured
by penslty. The legitimate pity that
fzlls to their lot, however, {s not en-
gendered by thelr present stress. It Is
limited to the fact that as daughters
they were undutiful, scorning maternal
counsel and early shaking off maternal
control: that as maidens they did what
they could to lower the standard n
‘the community of maldenly modesty
and reserve; that one of them at least
as & wife was not one of whom It might
be sald: ““The heart of her husband
doth, safely trust in her.” As before
said, the pity in the case Is not for the
present stress (n which these suspects
find themselves, dire as It may yet
prove to be, but In the record of past
years, In which they appear as unduti-
ful daughters, unwomanly women and
unwifely wives. Yet let us hope there
Is n warning In the present stress to
which this dereliction of duty has led
that may cause other young girls In the
community who are yet in the first de-
gree of the order above named to ra-
fuse to be further initlated In Iits dark
ways, the culmination of which Is wom-
anly dishonor. The steps In a career
of this kind are craftily graded. The
first Is marked by disregard of the
mother's counsel. The rest follow in
easy gradation until the goal Is reached
in loas of reputation. Crime of the
graver or the baser sort may or may
not follow, but if a suspiclon of it lights
upon & subject thus preparsd for It, it
Is likely to go hard with her, sinee
the probabilities are all in favor of the
truth of the charge to which this nat-
ural suspicion leads.

A COMPLEX YET SIMPLE QUESTION.

The guestion of “an open town™ con-
tinues to be discussed In high places
and In jow in this city, now with acri-
mony, now with political sarcasm, and
again upon the higher levels of moral-
ity and righteousness. The statement
that men always have gambled and al-
ways will gamble is the stock argu-
ment of officlals who find themselves
utterly unable to enforce the gambling
law and at the same time pay political
obligations and keep their political
fences in repalr, and, acting upon the
assumption that thls argument is €on-
clusive, the conviction that the city
treasury and not the police should be
enriched by the gamblers’ tribute to
protection readily foliows,

The experlence of Salt Lake City In
the matter of an open or a closed town
was lately given In this elty by visit-
ing officials of the metropolls of Mor-
mondom, ealling out the opinlon of 'our
honored Mayor upon the subject, to his
subsequent discomfiture, awakening an
echo from one of the city pulpits, and
giving a disgruntled Prohibition politi-
clan a chance to say again his little say.
The wearied public looks on, feeling
that the vexed question Is as far from
eolution as ever, while the chips rattle
merrily, the roulette wheels turns gally
and “business” generally is brisk in the
pr'l')mlm!nt gembling dens of tho olty.

Whatever may be sald in regard to
the porsibility or Impossibility of en-
forclng 2 stiringent gambling law, the
fact Is that the question resolves itself
as often as It arrives Into a matter of
“policy,” poilitical and commercial.
The assumption that an “open town®
keeps money in circulation and makes
business brisk holds the winning hand
in this controversy, The moral ele-
ment, In trying to shout this contention
down, 1s met by the stock arguments
of the opposition, and perpiexed offl-
clals striving to sall the middle course
conclude that, things being as they are,
the city and not the grafters should
take toll from this vice or its victims,
So It goes, a regular “round robin” of
masked or massed responsibility. The
opinion of one man seems to be as
good as that "of another In this conten-
tion. That Is to say, no opinion carrles
any particular welght, -and the game-
sters’ go-as-you-please continues with-
out Jet or hindrance.

It will be well In this stress to re-
member that behind this wvice, as all
others, lles the saving grace of per-
sonal responsibillty, of Individual seif-
econtrol, of sturdy moral fiber, which is
the gauge of true manhood. “There
should be a law agalnst It {8 the
desperate or bitter piaint of mothers
and wives who suffer from thes reflected

Iniquities of gambling and drunkenness.
Reformers take up the plaint and add
volume to its plea. The simplet truth |
is that no man can be made to observe |
the moral code by statutory law. The |
fact that, with a law against ft in full |
force, gambling Is rife throughout the
state; with a law against supplying the
habitual drunkard with Intoxidating
drinks In full force, chronic drunkards
continue to get drunk; with a law for-
bldding any one to sell or give Intox-
leating llguor to a8 minor, many boys
from 14 to 20 years of age can get any
drink they call for from beer to whisky
or “high balls"; with a law forbldding
the sale or gift of cigareites to minors,
every third boy one meets Is elther roll-
ing or gmoking one ¢f the forbidden

ekl

drinking is as powerless to control
Irresponsible man as the command of
the mother is to keep the irresponsible
child in the house or dooryard. The
moral tonle In both cages iz lacking.
Penalty may be added, Is often added
iIn both cases, but the only surety, the
only cure Is in the development of abld-
ing sense of personal responsibility.
Penalty s all there 1s of law when
this sense is lacking, and the chlld and
the man soon become skillful in avad>
ing it, or hardened to Its Infliction.

A FLY PAPER.

The iy is indeed an Ishmael. Every
man sets his hand against him, from
the thoughtless urchin that pulls off
he iridescent wings to the bald-headed

snoozer that slaps valnly at his pol-
ished pate. Not o good word Is ever
sald for the fly. The populace hates
him, and the men of sclence, with the
ald of the Government Printing Office
and the Government Postoffice, egg on
the people to greater atrocitles against
the buzzing object of their antipathy.

The Oregonian has recelved a pam-
phlet entitled "The House-Fly ns a Car-
rier of Disease." Scattered through the
{ype are subheads such as “Flles Are
Filithy" and “Flles Are Dangerous to
Heaith." Not a word to lessen the
severity. The fiy's character is painted
in blackest black, and his iniguity is
even portrayed pictorially, One fllus-
tration shows what seems to be a dra-
gon crawling over a rocky desert. This
I8 a photograph (slightly eniarged) of a
fiy on a plece of sponge cake. An-
other shows what appears to be the
spoor of an elephant or equally terrific
wild fowl. This Is a photograph (slight-
Iy enlarged) of the microbe-filled foot-
prints of a fly In a plate of jelly. Such
productions are designed to rouse the
Nation into a frenzy of hatrpd for the
fiy.

To the unsclentific mind, the nonmi-
croscopic eye, It seems unaccountable
that no one ever says a good word for a
fly. It |8 a pretty insect—if, indeed, it
be an Insect—as such things go. It
buzzes very companionably. There is
no suggestion of microbes about It
And yet it gets nothing but siaps, or,
rather, nothing but slaps are almed at
it, for many are murderously launched,
but few allght in the right spot. The
grasshopper has been the theme of
song, and the butterfly also. The bee
and the ant have adorned many a moral
tale. In just one instance has the fly
been addressed in anything but a tone
of maledletion. In 1732 a litle poem
was published anonymously. The first
stanza ran:

Buay, curloux, thirsty fly,
Drink w me, and drink as 1!
Freely welcome to my eup,
Couldst thow sip and sip it up;
Make the most of life you may,
Life ls ahort and wears away.

This was written by Willlam Oldys,
and it la his little address to a curious,
thirsty fiy that has kept his name In
the minds of men. The fiy In Its sepul-
chre of amber has outlasted the monu-
ments of Industry that Oldys reared,
for he was a noted antiquary and a
prodiglous gatherer of Interesting facts
and little known crumbs of (nforman-
tion. Yet to the public he Is nothing
but the singer of a fly, and—may we
guess?—an Intoxicated fly, for Oldys
was accustomed to “desp potations In
ale,”” and whatl more probable than that
his cup should have been one that both
cheered and inebriated?

That Is the only fly In Hterature,
with the exception, to be sure, of those
thaut get squashed between leaves.
Charles Tennyson Turner, a convenlent
Index tells us, wrote some lines “On
Finding a Small Fly Crushed In a
Book.” Had he found a Small Fly
Crushed In & Huckleberry Ple his lines
would undoubtedly have beesn horizon-
tal, Just like this:

—_—

STRANGLED BY RED TAPE.

The report of the Commission of In-
quiry into the conduct of the South
African War has disclosed, according to
the London Times, “a state of unpre-
paredness for any war that can only
be described as appalling.” There was
an utter lack of any reserved.clothing,
exceptl scarlet; the Lee-Enfleid rifles
were wrongly sighted, and “would not
hit a haystack,” and 65,000,000 rounds’
of service bullets were useless. There
was no reserve of saddlery, few horse-
shoes and no mulea, while the cavalry
swords, In the words of General French,
were the very worst that possibly could
be used. The two army corps for for-
elgn service had neither fransport nor
animals. Not & penny was expended
for the most essential preparations until
three weeks hefore the war. There
was no acheme for organizsing the home
and colonial! volunteers; thers were no
maps, no plans of campnign, or scheme
of defense. The War Office refused to
listen to advice, treated repeated warn.
Ings with studled neglect. General Bul-
ler testified that if the Boers In Natal
had reached the sea they were to have
recelved the assistance of a European
power. B8ir George Goldle, one of the
members of the Commisslon of Inguiry,
sald that “‘only an extraordinary com-
bination of fortunate clrcumsatances, ex-
ternal and internal, saved the empire
in the carly months of 180," and the
London Spectator says: “We were
saved by a miracle, yet we are trusting
to another miracle to save us from a
simllar emergency,” referring to the
fact that the War Office has done noth-
ing since to Improve matters.
be sald, further, that the navy, by iis
state of comparative preparation, saved
the day. Its guns and ammunition
saved Ladysmith; it had a reserve sup-
ply of ammunition and bools, and the
troop-ship service was well executed;
had there been any long delay in
bringing the relnforcements 7000 miles
by sea to the cape, the Boers could
have won Natal.

The story told by thls Commission of
Inquiry Is about as bad as that dis-
cioged by the Commission of Inquiry
into the Crimean War. The singulur
thing is that 80 energetle and business-
like a people as those of Great Britain
should make 50 poor a showing on the
very side of war In which they would
be expected to excel. The only ads-
quate explanation lles In the fact that
the wheels of English milltary admin-
lstration are compietely tled up by
red tape, so comipletely dominated by
moszbacked bureaucrats, that they are
not ensily moved. When our Civil War
broke out we were In a stite of unpre-
paredness for which we were not to
blame. The traltors in President Buchan-

en's Cabinet had left ys with »3 smpty

It should }

nals In a condition; our
surplus arms had besn sent South; our
little regular Army was scattered; our
organized militia was comparatively
worthless; we wére caught by no fault
of our own In a state of unprepared-
ness. Bt what enormous energy we
displayéd In assembling our resources
In the shape of soldlers and of sinews
of war!

President Lincoln In April called out
75,000 militia for three months; May 3
he called for 500,000 three-year men.
The extrn ses=ion of July, 1561, granted
the President power to enlist a million
men and voted an appropriation of
$500,000,000. The first day of April, 1881,
our whole Army was about 16,000
strong. By the first of January, 1862,
we had, volunieers and regulars, over
575,000 men ready for the fleld This
great army was enlisted and organized
In about six months; that s, It was
ready for service within six months
after the outbreak of the war, and more
than half of it was ready before that
date. As early as July 1, 1861, our Army
was 186,761 strong. And all this was
done, not under the administration of
the great war Minister, Stanton; it was
done under Secretary of War {Cameron,
& well-trained man of business, but In
no sense a Carnot or a Pltt. The same
wonderful ensrgy was shown In our
Navy, The same wonderful energy was
shown at the South, under far more
discouraging circumstances; the South-
ern naval officers anticipated the North
in the matter of fron-clad: war vessels.
In military energy and Ingenulty the
people of the United States, North and
South, completely surpassed any peo-
ple of Europe In modern times who
have been caught without preparation
for a gigantic civil war,

It I& an interesting question why the
United Btates, without preparation, so
quickly rose to the unexpected military
emergency of the Civil War compared
with the dismal record of bureaucratic
administration made by the Hritsh
War Office In the Crimean and the
South African wars. The answer to
this question Is that the Britlsh war
administration was bound hard and
fast by red tape, which It Is almost lin-
possible to cul In England, but s com-
paratively easy to cut in the United
States. Given an English man of busi-
ness In ang.part of the world, and he Is
prompt, efficient, sagacious, energetic and
courageous, but put him into 8 War Of-
fice in London and he is kA a Spartan
helot chalned to his master's doorpost,
Popular tumuit through the publie
press would have been so violent in
America over such a record of |neffi-
clency and disaster as the Boer War
that the War Office would have been
smoked out into the open and com-
pelled to make a run for {ts officlal life.
But it Is not so easy to get at the
official despotlsm of a bureageracy in
Great Britain ns It 18 in America. Lord
Lansdowne represents a powerful fam-
ily of distinguished historic fame, and
If he {a determined to hoid the fort he
cannot be expelled from it by popular
clamor, while jn America we could
make the place too hot to hold him.
And that is about all there I8 to the
difference between the two peoples,
Under our form of government, we can
unioad a wretched military adminis-
tration more easlly and more complete.
Iy than can be done In Great Briteln,

Lord Clive and Warren Hastings did
great things In the old days in India
because there were no fast sieamers,
no ltelegraphs to check their move-
ments; they were lefl free to net for
months on thefr judgment; they were
fettered by no red tape. In our Civil
War, Vicksburg was won only hecause
Halleck's telegram came too late. Red
tape strangled the EBritish War Office:
red tape strangled our operations st
times, but we can cut the red tape
more quickly and effectively than ean
be done In Great Britaln, because gur
fierce democracy f8 sure to denounce
and displace the blunderheads,

At the recent meeting of the Inter-
Colonlal Council at Johannesburg. n
statement was made by Lord Milner
showing how the guaranteed joan of
3175,000,000 s to be used for the deval-
opment of the Transvaal and the
Orange River Colony, and for mesting
their obligations. Toward payihg off
the old debt of the Transvaal, $12.500,-
000 will be applled; §10,000,000 will go to
compensate loyallsts in Cape Colony
and Natal who suffered losses during
the war; 37.500,000 will meet the first
year's deficlt. For the acquisition of
all the rallways of the Transvaal and
Orange River Colony, $70.000.000 will be
used, Compensation and repatriation in
the Transvaal and Orange River Colo-
nies will take 325000000, To new de-
velopment will be ollotted $30,000,000,
including $25,000,000 for new rallways,
$15,000,000 for land settiement and $10,-
000,900 for other publlc works The
councll did its work with exemplary
rapidity, transacting much business In
a short time, thanks to the absence of
members who speak “only for bun-
combe.” One of its declslons was that
the new raliways shull be bulit as far
as possible with white labor, which is
15 per cent dearer than native labor, It
is dealred to strengthen the white ele-
meént in the country, and at the same
time prevent the Kaffirs from being
drawn away from the gold mines, where
there Is still a Inbor famine,

The development of Southwestern
Oregon, retarded through all the years
by Isolatlon, has, It & belleved, some
praspect of 2 beginning. The Coos Bay,
Roseburg & Salt Lake Rallroad has in
process of construction a spur that wiil
p=netrate to Coos Day, thus bringing
the practically undeveloped resources of
a vast reglon I touch with tide water,
That the coast sections and the inland
counties of Southeastern Oregon have
been so long without rallway connec-
tion with the outside world is passing
strange (o those who have knewledge
of the resources that awalt devslop-
ment In Tillamook, Coos, Klumath,
Crook and Lake countles. Lumber, fish
and coal abound in the coast counties,
while the stock, wool and dalry inter-
esta of all are practically limitless when
once raflway communleation and the
enterprise that follows It turn the vast
possibilities of these regions into grow-
ing Industries, There Is no portion of
tha United Btates yél unexploited by

tinl returns to enierprise and invest-
ment than do these counties of Uregon.
It may be hoped, Indesd, that the com-
mercial attention long thelr due has
get toward them In earnest.

If some one had sald in 1807
horticaltural falr would be held within

the Paclfic Blope north of the sixty-
fourth parallel, his zanity would have
been questioned; yet the local press of
Dawson City announces such an exhibi-
tion for this weelk.
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SOTE AND COMMENT.

Already Lipton Is beginning to be con-
fident of lifting the cup next year.

San Francisco is normal once more. An-
other murder mystery occuples the pub-
lic, ¥

The good ship Portland has yet another
batch of volunteer pilots. The Municipal
Association is an deck.

Gibson, the negro thug, has been sen-
tencedd to the pen for six years, and
there's no way to sandbag Time.

The formation of a broom trust bristled
with difficuity, but the organisers knew
how to handle It, and made a clean sweep
of the opposition.

It would be a good idea to put the
Turks, the Moros, and the Mad Mullah's
dervishes all together in a big sack and
let "em fight it out -

What says the volos of the wind?

To the saflor It sings of home;

To the boy at home It plpes of the salt sea.

The volee of the wind Is the volee of the
heart's desire.

Butte l= undoubtedly losing its reputa-
tion as the greatest mining camp on
earth. The Miner runs the story of &
little robbery under a big head: “Drunken
Man Is Robbed In Butte.”

Mrs. J. . Drexel is agitated over the'
losgs of two Jewels, worth 510000, So far
she has neglected to explain that “it's
not the value of them, dear, but they
were a present from a friend."”

A §-year-old boy wandered from a hop-
yard recently., and this s how the Eu-
gene Register tells of It:

It was about 1 o'clock when tha migratory
urchin conclodad to separats himseif from
the environment of the strobilaceous catkin.

The newspaper notoriety given William
Wayne Belvin on account of his unpald
bill at the Palace Hotel Is very unjust
to the humbler board-bill jumpers, whe
work quite as hard but with less spectac-
uinrism.,

A Jadder rested across the sidewalk at
the corner of Washington and Fifth
sirecsts one afternoon last week. Of 50
persons who passed, only four went out
of thelr way to avold goilng under the
bringer of bad luck. Of the belleving four
three were women.

John Quincy Adams says that labor
should be made tolerable with musie, ple-
tures and statuary. In accordance with
the dictum of Mr, Adams The Oregonian
Il= armanging to have ita linotype machines
piay “Hinwatha™ as tables of figures
run tripplngly from the fingers of the
operators. The stones will be supported
by alabaster Apollos, and the walla will
be [rescoed with representations of the
printer's heaven, where the Celestial
News comes out but once a yvear and the
ghost walks twice s day.

Fears have been expressed of late by
some clergymen that the church was us-
ing machinery of noything but up-to-
dats pattern. How groundless were theso
fears will bBe understood when It ls
letirned that St. Matthias' (Episcopal)
Church, Sheepshead Bay, !s running a
“eounty falr” on iis grounds. The prin-
cipal featura of the falr Is a race by six
young Iadles, clnd in regulation jockey
conts of many colors. Thus does the
church silence [tz detractors and prove lts
adaptabllity to modern needs,

Aunthors I Have Never Head.
Longfellow has become famous through
his poem, “Hiawntha,” although, as a
matter of facl, the composer should have
the greater credit.

Pangle Up, Delinquent Subscribers,

We have recelved a publication called
“Money’” at this office, says the editor
of the Clackamas Chronicle. It Is de-
voted to something we hear of but never
S8,

Tipn From the Tub,. Dlogenes, Jr.

The other man's stenographer s always
pretijer.

The best test of scenery is to try look-
ing at it when you're hungry.

There are few things I'm sorrier for
than a pup with a pink ribbon.

Woman's ldeals are lke her French
heele—very high, but ittls aid to pro-
Eression.

A man is really In love with a girl It
he estimntes every other woman's good
looks by hers,

It's only the wery young girl that
biushes twice. The second tima she
blushes because she blushed the first
time,

* In the Receiver,

The rival wireless compuanies did thelr
best to baffle one another at the yacht
rices, Marconl’'s bulleting were mixed
up with the balled of the “Hesperus. ™'

It was the ssticoner—Shamrock—

Reliance—in the sea—
And Lipton has-—his little daughter—
To make—a cup of tea.

The Shamrock's skipper—with & plpe—
The helm puts—in his mouth—
Rellanes goes about-—ahut up—
The yachts—blow north and south,

O father. I hear—ahuot up—be darned—
Ut say what can it be—
The Bhamrock—yah—Hsllance—boo—
e . |

It sounds ke one big D,

Literary Notes.

Jonguln Miller, who has In preparaticn m
life of Bath House John, has gone to Chi-
cago to have a bath.

Richard Le Galllenne, who ls about to
write a blography of Chatterton, Is starving
himaelf to death in Londop.

Rodyard Kipiing. who has nearly com-
pleted his lfe of Mary Maclans, will at-
tend Butte High School next term.

Richurd Wamon Glider, who ‘will soon
complete hin life of Edgar Allan Poe. Is en-
deavoring (o acquirs a taste for whisky,

Ernest Thompaon-Setan-Thempeon, who s
to Include Carlyle Im hia *Wild Animale [
Hove Dodged.” in thinking of destroying his
wife's flower garden

Hobart Chatfleld-Chatfleld Taylor, hyphen-
ated sclon of Chicago, is traveling through
France in an ox-cart, says a dispatch. He
nas a life of Mollera In view, and is anxious
[ u_-\lllﬂ country as Mollere did.

The O0ld Belleisle.

Tho old battieshlp Bellelsie, maintained
for several years as a target by the Brit-
ishh Admiralty, was used st week In test-
ing 0 composition that ite Inventor sald
would render a vessel unsinkable. The
Belleisle sunk at the first shock.

¥ou have lusted guite a while,

Old Belielsle:
Your old armored sides met wei,
Shot and shell;
Hroadsides falied to make you alnk
In the darink;
And vou held the dread torpedo
Less account thun a teredo,
04 Belleisle,

But your batiered armour plate
Met its faie;
And your stanch old lron aiden
Oeean hidea
You busted, pocr ald crock,
At the shock:
Though wuch end was near unthinkable,
You. sank with the unsiokabie, = [
Q4. Belelsle, =




