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Some Statistieal Faetn,
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The present estimaled populstion of
Boise s 15000 When the census was
taken in 0 the corporate lmits were

much smaller than st present.
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More Hot Springs.

A few miles from the city are other hot-
water springs, which have been only par-
tally !mproved, but It i= jrobable very
scon to extend the street rallway here,
and many thousands doliars bo ex-
pended in beautifying groonds, erecting
hotels nd bath houses, thus adding an-
other attraction to thosd already
merous here

The Country Surreunding.

It i= manifest that Bolse has had a very
substantial growth in the past year or
| two, =nd is now rapidly forging ahead.
This is decidedly encouraging to residents
here. The gquestion natumlly arises:
What resources has Bolse which will
support thes presemt town and also keop
pace with its anticipated growth during
the next few years? If a town increases
in population it must be through devel-
opment of the resources which are trib-

of

utary. There are four resources which |
cantribute 1o Bolse's prosperity, vis:
Agriculturs, mining. stockralsing and

manufacturing. I think considerstion of

one of these resources may be dropped |

out, viz, stockralsing. Fortunes have

been made, and are now belng made, In |

| stockraising, but the Industry has a limit
of expansign whichk bas about been
| reaached, when conducted on a largs acale.
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Boise River and noticed the torrent of
| waler swollen by the melting snows In
the distant mountains and looked up the

stream st the bare hilla, with no sign of

Bolse, and saw the heavy stocks of goods

bridege which crosses |

|
|
|

élther snow or timber, I sald.to mysslf,
| “SWhere does it all come from?™  And
when I looked at the crowded strests of |

carried the buminess firms snd the |
brisk trad I asked myself the same
question: "“Where doesx. It come from?™
But when T look at the map of Idahe, and

seec that the Bolse River heads away off
nlmost Montana, I begin to realize
B L stream Jdraining that extent of
couniry can become quite a river and yet
have no near-by source of supply The
same conditions exist about Bolee, It has
a position which recelves the trade of a
large area of country. As & water ditch
in this valley or that, opening up
tiement more arid land, or a new
dlscovery more development is done
in this or that mining section. each ome
es jts part In increasing the commercial
importance of Bolse
What Is Needed.
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This project

been repeatedly discu by some

of Bolse's business men and anclers
but it seems the time hds now coms for
action The roud will probably be ex-|

tended elther to Emmett or Horseshoe

Bend I understand there are no engl-
neoring difficuities In the way of this

railroad.
Business Well Represented,

Every Hns of business seems 1o be wel
and complete stocks, both
and retail are camried. To go
de in erating the warious
» would be tedious. There are four
banks, with $H.00000 deposits: six news-
papers, thres dally; § hotels, 14 churches,
# clubs, socléties and assoclations; 31 se-
cret and fraternal organizations, & pubil
and 3 privats schools, 1 business colieges
? hospitals, 1 sanitarium, 2 opera-houses,
1 creamery, I breweries, 3
commisalon merchants, 1 foundry and ma-
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president, E, W. Johnson; treasurer, B.
F. Olden; secretary, C. E. Sturgis.

The object of this lefter 1s not so much

to show what hax been accomplished by
the ople of Bolse in bullding here a
beay ul city, and developing the agricul-

| turnl, mining and stockralsing interexts of

the =urrounding country, but rather to
show the intending settler what openings
exist hore for securing just as favorable
opporturiities for making money s were
taken advantage of by the present resi-
demts. 1 shall attempt 1o polnt out to
men of energy and men of capital why
they are needed In this section of Idaho
for its complets development., Before do-
ing this, however, I wigh 1o give more In
d#tnll the sttractive features of the City
of Bolse.

Springs of Belling Water,

Only = dogen years ago hot water was
found seeping from the hillgide junt on

l

YIEWS OF BOISEL

anha Hotel-This strest soene
ws the siyle of spchitecture in Lhe
business Jiatrict of the city.
Natatorium—This building la one of
the principal attractioms of the cihty.
PostofMce—This view shows the new
postoffice and Federal bullding now in

e o

course of construetlom, st & coei of
255,000
State Capitol and “Goose Cresk

House " —"'Goose Creek House™ was the
szatl of the first territorial comvenilon
of Idako, held in the Spring of 1863
The bullding is sttuated &t the cross-
ing of Goose Cresk, on the old Pacxer
John trall, leading from Lewlston o
Todse. The present Etats Capitol, bullt
20 years Iater, shows the growth of 4
{dahs from a comparative wilderness,
which It was only sbout 9 years ago

>
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the outskirts of the town, and when bor-
ingn had been made (0 & depth of 400 feet
the bolling water rushed to the surface.

| Other wells were sunk to u similar depth,

and these furnish water, not only for the
natatorium, one of the finest and most
elegantly equipped bathing eatablishments
in the West, but also to supply hot wie

chine shop. § saw mills, 1 planing milla. | ter for the city, where many buildings are

1 Souring mill, § exciusive wholesale
houses, I meat packing ®stablishments, §
frult packing housex, 1 superb and well-
appointed npatatorium or public bathing
pavillon, water being furnished from two
enormous springs, cne hot and one cold;
4 bullding and loan associations, 35 manu-
facturing phants, 16 wholesale and jobbing
houses, & waterworks, 21 electric [light
plants, 2 telephone systems with over 3000
subscribers, 3 miles of water malns 17
miles of cement sidewniis; X0 houses were
erected in 1902, and bullding operations are
now very brisk. The United SBtates Gov-
ernment I8 etecting a PostofMoe and Fed-
eml! office buflding costing 3250000, which
it nearing completion. At the United
States assay office here over RL0MM0 In
gold wus recelved last year. The Cham-
ber.of Commercs here !s officered as fol-

lows:; Presldent, Edgar Wilson; vice- | Bolse will be one of the chief health re-
é .
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heated. and baths ln residences furnished
with hot water. These weils are located
at such an elevation af to carry the wa-
ter by natural force to every portion of
the largest bulldings. The flow of these
walls |s 50000 galions dafly, and the tem-
peraturs of the water is IT degrees Fah-
renheit. In addition to their cleansing
properties, these witers have medicinal
qualitieés. In ecmema, the most difficult
of skin diseasss ta feach by ordinary
medical treatment, these waters are a
specific, and have worked many cures,
They are of gredt vaipe In all kinds of
skin disease, digestlve and liver trou-
bles, rheumatism, dyspepeta, gout and ul-
eers of the stomach. In fact, thelr value
as A medicina] agent is galning them = far-
reaching reputation. When the healing
virtues of the water become better known,
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Ing these hol wa
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In addition to us-
s forbathing and medie-
they are piped Into many
business blocks, private dwellings
public bulidings of the city, and
for  sprinkiing & streets. From
the standpoint healith and cleanliness,
aslde from the economy, the advaniages
of thin meihod of heating may readily
be seen
Clear, Cold Artesian Water.

While the production of such an abun-
dance bolling hot water is wonderful
yeL w within & few feet of these same
I forth clear, cold, spark-
which supplles the city for
Jomestic use, an ampie protection
against fire, one cannot refrain from mar-
veling at the mysteries of nature
point a stream of water,
coversd mountains In
pure and ocoid,
through holes
rocks.

of

ang

fed by the snow-
e distance,
to
the stratt of

drilled In
and only a few feet away. almost
the water bursts forth bolling
hot, and containing many minerals of
medicinal value, While it Is not ocur !
tention to sdvertise any individual or busi-

| neas, yet the erection In Bolse of so mag-

nificent a bathing bullding as the Nata-
torium {8 worthy of mention, and shows
the enterprise and publie spirit of some
of the wealthy citizens here

| Government, State and County Insti-

tations.

The United States Government is here
represented by a military post where are
quariered 145 soldiers and their officers.
&n assay office which bhas all the loocal
advantuges of & mint, and now handles a
greater part of the mineral product of
this section (there belng produced last
yeoar in Idaho $1000.000 In gold. $6.000.000 in
silver, $5.000,000 In lead, 5150000 in copper, a
total of $14,150,000); there 1s also a2 waeath-
er burean, United States Land office, and
now in course of ercction a frame building
and postoffice, costing 350,000, H. E. Quig-
ley being superintendent of conmstruction.

The State of Idaho is here repressntad
with It capitol bullding, amply large
when buflt In 1885 but which must give
place to a larger one In a few years to
keep pace with the rapld growth of the
state: nlso & penitentiary with 118 Inmates,
and s Saldiers” Home.

A Great SawmlilL

About five miles from Boise on the
Boice River, near what is kmnown as
Kelly Hot Springn, is shortly to be In-
stalled onée of the largest lumbering
plants in Idaho, the projectors being the
Barber Lumber Company, of Wisconsin,
which will erect a plant costing in the
nsighborhood of L0000, and will give
employment to from 0 to 700 men Io the
mills, and as many more on the river
and in the logging camgs. The purchase
of several hundred acres of river bottom
iand and the preposed erection of a dam
% feet high which wiil alone cost over
$120.000, shows that the work of this syn-
dicate is to be done on a large scala
For the present the logs will be flonted
to the mill, but later it |s posaible a log-
ging maflroad will be bullt about & milea
up the Bolse River to tap the timber bell
The Oregon Bhort Line will run a spur
trom here to the mils, so that the lumber,
at the rate of ¥ carloads a day, can.be
put directly om s transcontinentsl “rall-

clear, |

!
:

road. This milling company has been
buying timber lands for the past nm]
years on the head waters of Bolse River,
and now has many thousands of acres [
in addition to the Oregon Short Line !
Rajlrond extension, it ls probable the |
electric car line here will be extended to
the sawmill site, and thus the lnrge pay-
roll there will become directly tributary
to. Bolse.

Some More Manufactures Wanted.

Bolse haa 1 country surrounding It
which has & vast extent of land adapted
to agriculture and horticulture; also min-
ing districts, which have produced ml
fons of dollars In the past, and ars
producing more wealth than ever.
now WAnNts more manufscturing.

Boies
There

At one | gre peveral excellent water powers avall-

able right In the town, coming from the

water ditches on the high bench Iands,
the surface | with a fall of W feet. Thers I8 just as
good an opening hers for a beet-sugar
factory as any other point. More fruilt
evaporators are said to be wanted: also
& tannery. a smeller, woolen m and

wool-scouring house, & large foundry and
machine shop,

A new wagon road I3 projected from
Baise to the Atlamta mining districy, 135
miles, the travel now geolng from Moun-
taln Home, through Camas Prairie. An-
other projected wagon road is from Bolss
to Horseshoe Bend, cutting out the grads

| on Bugar Loaf Hill, and connecting with

l
f

the new state wagon road to the Thun- |
der Mountain district.
Land Well Irrigated.

The level lands of the Bolse Valley ars
supplied with water from 13 ditches, one
of which alone cost over half a million
dollars, and yet more ditches are pro-
jected and being bullt. A ride among the
farms of the Bolsa Valley i» 4 revelation,
showing the merits of irrigatlon. It Is a
succession of gardens, fields and orchards
1 visited a farmer about three miles from |
Boise and made inquiries regarding his |
methods of farming. He has 100 acres of |
His l

JI

land, but only 75 s under z ditch,
gross cash incomea last year was E50, be-
side= a living for himself, wife and four

children. He has 5 acres in orchard and
3 acres In jlover, alfalfa ete His resi-
dence s nigely painted, the green lawn

kept well trimmed and flowers are bloom-
ing 1n profusion. I asked the farmer)
what be could get for his farm, and he
sald: "1 was bifféered 20500 for the one
hundred aores, but I concluded not to sell
It locks like lots of money, but I am
dalhg wvery well on the farm, and can |
make good interest on that sum, and I
guess we will stay here’

I Inquired of & real estats man what
were the prices of ualmproved farm lands, |
which had a supply of water avallable, |
and he sald: “The farm lands here under
water ditches sre all owned, but not near-
ir all In culttvation. Unimproved lands
can be bought, under easy terms, too, ‘or |
fromn $10 to 325 an acre. A watar right
will cost on an average §10 an acre, or
water can be rnted asnuvally for about
L% an acre. It ogly requires one season
to get & crop off t

An orchard can be started and gradually

and any ¥ acres of our bunch
jand, well farmed, s plenty for oge man
and his family. I know of one who
is making & good living off of lese than

s
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| Mutch a $4000 brick residence; J. A.. Potest
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ten Aacy
out water,
vids of
the prodooct

aofls are valueless with-
sh nccount of our long pe-
when water |s applied,
ness of the soll s wonder-
Thers Is a market right here for
evervthing the farmer can and at
Eood prices.
Mining Districts Surrounding.
Twelve miles froin Bolee is Black
ornet mining district; T miles away

ralse,

the

the Peasse mining district: 5 miles awasy
the Neal dis t. 3 to % miles avay the
Halse Bastr luding Idaho Clty, Centae-
ville, Qua villa districtes

Plncer
} inés of the Plne
. 50 milea, ars
5 miles from
i and also
away is the
140 milen
Mountain
dintriet,
Thunder Moun-
thess districtn

mills are ¢ and there is &
steady pe jon. In some
the mines only,

the score,
i1 tributary,
ectly, to Bolsed
i= by the enters

s re 1s to get good
roads to al ree dlstr and later rall-
roads will follow, as the mines are de=

oped.
Improvements In Bolse,

In additicn o the contempiated street
improvernents, which will aggregale F0,-
o0, and cement sidewalks, 30,00 more,
there are in courses of € thon & number

of business houses and residences. A
partiai list of these was obtained from
the architects here, Judge R. P. Quaries
Is erecting n $5000 brick residemce; G. 'W.

& P00 frame residence: Mre lons Jab-
pary = $360 frame residence; Dr. Patter-
pon & $M0 brick residence: a five station
for the city, $15000; an addition to St
Alphon Hosapital, 06,600; J. W. Perkey,
00 Dr. Nohle, hospltal and
residence, sodawater faciory of
brick: and wstone, $000; Robert Nobie,
belck stors, $0000:; Hobert Noble, brick
store, §5.00; H. Z Johnson, frame resi-
dence, t235); J. T. Laughlin, double frame
repddence, HEM: 8t Teresa Acadeniy, brick
and stone, 55, 000; w Methodist Chureh,
$#0.00; 8. L. Tipton, residence, S00; Mra
RE. Wackinhalr, tdence, W00, H. K
Neal, residence, $5000; M. Cuarran, resl=
dence, $5000; Joseph Kinney, residence
3. Galtup, doubls house, S808;
Methodist Eplscopal parsonage, -H00; P,
[. Randall, residence, 3400; F. Granholm,
brick residence, 53500; A. B. Kohny, resi-
dence, 5500, Bamuel Myer, residence, 530M;
M. J. Abbott, resldence, 5. A. G, Long,
three brick residences H0W; J. M. Wal
lnoe, residence, $3000; Hobert Allen, resi-
dence, P00 L. Keildsen, doubls rosl-
dence, 5000, an addition to the brewery,
$15000, A. Nizxon, reskdence;, £2500; addl-
tion to 3t Luke's Hospital, $13.000; fme
provements to State Capliol, 56000; fm-
provements to Natatorium, $a000

It Is estimated that 359 persons arrive

residence;

< L H

and depart dally from Bolss by mall., and.
the loenl freight and paasenger dusifness
of the ralirdad is said o amocunt to §-

B .

9,000 a year. - [ T




