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being In the generations past, and now
we are at work on their classification.
The poets and painters and propheis
are dead; the historians and critics are
busy all about us. In our public lfe
the ploneer of original Initistive and’
dauntiess port han gone, and in his
stend we have a multitude of finicky
pecple trying to fmitate or describe or
censure what the ploneer achleved.
The courts construg Marshali; the prel-
ates expound the apostles and fathers;
the platform sppeals to Washington
and Jefferson, Jackson and Lincoln.
Where Grant struck blows Mliles sits
and whines. Where Jefferson bought
&n empire his followers split halrs over
his own Impressions of the act. The
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age of creation has gone; the age of
criticism is here.

Though every epoch may not have its
own peculiar creed, but ome inherited
from a more fertlle hour, ¥el every
epoch has Its own bellefy. In these de-
generate days we modify the old creeds
to sult our needs and call them the
same. A thousand conflicting sects
and three grand opposing divisions—
Greek, Roman and Teutonlo—profess
the custody of the true mensage of
Jesus, Ne political group In the United
States s too poor to clalm its Intellect-
ual relatfonship with Lincoln. That s
to say, though every day has it own
religion—stained, polished or palnted,
according to i1s fancy—the chances fora
new religion or a new creed grow less
and less. Education reduces them, for
ignorance 18 & powerful promotive of
the wsublime achievement in religion,
politica or art. Too often, alas! tha
Confession or the Declaration Is born
of blind assurance and fattensd upon
credullty. What would the acute and
conscientious critic have left to Homer
of his eplcs, 1o Herodotus of his his-

tory? How would the Bible have fared,
indeed, Uf expurgated at the German
unfversities, and would Bhakespeare

TODAT'SE WEATHER-Falr
Imild. Northwesterly winds

and continued

have been at all worth while if noth-
ing not gramatically, geographicaily,
historically and sclentifically correct
had been allowed to pass the proofread-
er? It ls dificult to see, therefore, any
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ground to hope for a new creed that
shall satisfy the honest soul any more

CREEDS IN ECLIPSE,

While the Genernl Assembly shows

" leammendable epirit and facility in deal-
| ing with the so-called new confession of
faith, 1t s most transparently evident
that the prooeedings in ratification are
This crop of prog-
rees was really sown and harvested
about ten years ago, and the assembly
18 merely certifying the returns after
the nominees hus been elected, qualified
The Preshyte-
rians are busy with other things now.
They want to forget creeds, seminary
wrangles and heresy trinls as fast as

purely perfunctory,

and inducted into office.

they can.

This is the uniform mood of the re-
ligious world. Your foreign mission sec-
retary talks today about hospitals and
i schools, and is readlly perdoned If, In
his anxiety for uplifting the heathens'
Imoral end material condition, he neg-
Jdects the old word about their dying
the vicarious
‘mtonement  Rellgious endeavor takes
(different forms at different times, and
! this is one of the times when character
! 45 mccentuated rather than cresd. What
" | man professes 1s not consldered more
wital than what he does, more Teces-
‘mary than what he is. It is & reassuring

idally for the want of

| sign of the times.

| | Nor is the eclipse of creeds conflned

| | to the religious world.

| ! politics and philosophy. Our National
!Mormu gre dragnets of platitudea

| land promises on every concelvable prob-
{Jem in government. There is very little
the tariff-reform
| ;.ﬂdmﬂud Democrat and the gold-
wtandard tariff-reform Republican, That
fa, there s 1ittle &ifference in creed,
" {though each may be on fire with zeal for
Ihh own party and reprobation of the
other. The passion for doctrine as the
be-all and end-all of politics has sbated
We 40 not take our platforms so seri-
bously. We mure interested in men more
'than in issues, and especially in under-
itakings. The man who can get some-
f!hlm: done for the advancement of his
jehurch, his party and his state is the
iyeal thing. What his views are does

} difference between

.not greatly matter.

- It is so in philosoplty. We have en-
‘tered upon an ers of investigation, of
ecting phenomena and comparing
ﬂfm The old day of prophetic
exemplified

v (mu as Kant, Bir Wiillam Hamilton,
Hegel, Herbert Spencer—Darwin even—

| i4s gone. We have ceased to fight for
' wewolution, or against it, but content our-
| pelves with its cailm, light-heartad con-
‘qempiation. The Emerson coentenary
{finds us In a temper not Irritable over
jhis imperfections or enthusiastic in ad-
‘herence, Undiscovared facts about him
jor reiics of hix life are of much more
sooncern than the accuracy of his phil-

. josophy or the truth of his message; and
In a general way we diacuss his

b |teaching, it is rather 1o dellminate and
estimats than to urge or condemin. It

| {48 tmportant to know what philosophers
to apprchend thair
. |mtrong and weok points, but It would
. ipot be good form at present to essay
| |ghe role of Sir Gaiahad in their behalf.
We are wont to say that no social or-

- political, religious or philo-
_mophic, can hope for greatness or per-
|mmanence unless it is bottomed on some
| gread. There has to be some fabric of
. bellef, forged in the white heat of trial,
~ to which devotees cling with passionate
fonfinesas, There is the Judalc faith,
only purified and revitalized by Kishi-
fie? and resultant protests; there is the
Republican party, solidified by the Civil
. WWar; there is the Spencerian philoso-
| phy, enshrined in gifted and steadfast
" souls through fifty years of persecu-
tion. But this truth needs one wvery
$mportant qualification. The social or-
y m, like the solar system in its
through space, llke the year

| dhrough its recurrent seasons, passes
i fhrough beits of variant mood. The
¢reed comes in its own time oul of the
Chroes that give it birth, and ite force
ugh very momentum long

fons.
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in

such

nearly than the patched affalrs we sub-
seribe to mow. It will be time to look
around for one when writing rises to
the level of “Hamiet” and Michaelan-
gelo is duplicated at Chicago.

THE LIMITATIONS OF EMERSON.
Matthew Arnold, the great Engilsh
critical essayist, was a warm admirer
of Emerson, but he frankly told his
American audiences that the New Eng-
lsnd sage was primarily a poet of fine
genlus, not & phllosopher; that his
poetry was the best that had been
written In America, and wounld be his
permanent mark In our enduring iit-
erature. Emerson himself, as Trow-
bridge teils us in his “Reminiscences™
in the Atlantic Monthly, always told
his intimate friends that he belleved his
true place in literature was that of a
poet; that If he had been born heir to
a good income he would have written
nothing but poetry; that the larger part
of his prose lectures were “‘pot-bollers.”
Emerson sald that he knew he lacked
the poet's fine ear for the melodiouns
miechanlem of verse, but he still felt
thut he had the poetic imagination and
poetic temperament. His best prose
passes often info high poetry, and even
poetical form. ‘These fine lines were
originally written in prose:
1 beand, or seemmod to hear, the chiding sea
Eay. "Pilgrim, why so late asd slow to come T
Emerson sald of poetry that “It re-
quires a splendor of expression which
carries with 1t the proof of great
thoughts,” and said of himsslf In 1835:
“I am born & poet, of low class, without
doubt, yet a poet. It s my nature and
my vocation, My singing, to be surs Is
very husky and for the most part in
prose.” Arnold was correct when he In.
slsted that so far az Emerson had
genius it was the genjus of o poet rather
than of a philosopher. He can hardly
be called a philosopher In_ any exact
sense, Bo far as Emerson hag any
philosophy It was expressed In his as-
sent to Arnold’'s own creed, which de-
manded that & true civilization should
be one of “sweetness and light.” Em-
erson was o better exponent of Arnold's
creed than Arnold himself, for Emerson
had a fing sense of humor, & kesn, pene-
trating Yankee wit, while Arnold was
utterly without humor. Lacking Emer-
son’'s fine sense of humor, Arnold was
Emerson turned Anglomanise, he was
BEmerson educated In an ntmosphere of
insular egotism. Emerson had sat at
the feet of Dr, Channing, and his so-
called philosophy was but the frrepres-
sible evolution of & higher and nobler
falth than that of his fathers. Emer-
son, before he left the Unitarian pul-
pit, was a man of rare moral courage,
who boldly uttered in a fine but kean,
penetrating voice what Channing spoke
in angelic whispers and lesser preach-
ers muttered In hesitating tones. The
philosophy of Arnold and Emerson was
the natural reaction from Puritan as-
ceticlam In the pulpit. It did not re-
guire high mmoral and spiritual genius
to apprehend it but It did require high
moral courage to announce L When
Emerson delivered his fumous Phi Beta
Kappa address In 1838, Edward Everett,
gt the commencemsnt dinner, quoted a
line from Virgil describing It “as three
parts fire, three parts thirsty clow
while all the rest was wind." X
Arnold was naturally an admirer of
Emerson; he was, like Emerson, the
son of an orthodox clergyman, and,
like him, was & man of the moral pur-
pose and aspiration of a preacher
joined to a fine poetic imagination; for,
after Tennyson, Arnold was the finest
poet of the Vietorian age. Arnold was
A masterly writer of English prose as
well as poetry, nnd his judgment of Em-
ersot may he accepted as sound that
his permanent fame lles with his
poetry rather than with his so-called
essays and prose meditations: that he
was & borm poet rather than preacher
or teacher; that he has written the best
poetry that has yet been produced in
America Arnold apprecinted and ad-
mired Emerson as a man of perene
beauty of life and soul; a man who
rendered great spiritual service to our
day and generation; and yet there Is
dunger that Emerson will be over-
pralsed by those who forget that It
is not by being kept out of the world
that the forces of life are tested. Em-
erson was the genlus of quist, spiritual
culture rather than the genius of ac-
tion; he was a solitary thinker not &
powerful preacher &nd ublquitous
thinker, hero and martyr like Theodore
Parker or Phillips Brooks. The tem-
peramental defect of Emerson was
that he shrank Instinctively from all
practical, pugnacious experiences In
Iife that were vexatious or repulsive
to him™He sometimes seems almost to

in

wit and courtler;
mental and moral varisty. Hedid
things and relished much company
that Emerson would not have done
and could not have enjoyed, so Emer-
son shuddersd as he read and distrust-
ed Shakespeare. He felt his immense
Eenlus, and yet he was evidently fret-
ted with the suspiclon, If not absolute
conviction, that Shakespeare lod

ed Shakespeare because
dramatist seemed to him to rest with
“the symbol, with the festal beauty of
the world,” and did not explore the
essence of things and ask, “"Whence,
what and whither?™ Shakespears,
Emerson says, was not wise for him-
self; he did not lead a beautiful life,
but ate, drank and reveled.and affill-
ated with all manner of persons and
quuifed the cup of lfe with gusto and
relish. Emerson did not understand
Shakespeare's iimitations, becausa
Shakespeare wos & poet, & man of
inspiring imagination and color,
throbbing with passion; he was not &
priest at all, while Emerson was & cross
between s poet and a priest. If Bhakes-
peare had been allthat Emerson wished
him to be, he would have been far less
of a poet and far more of a mystic or
prophet. &

Emerson’s limitations are further
shown when he says that Shelley =
never a poet, though he is always poet-
fcal in mind, and when he defines Byron
as & man “who had nothing to say, but
sald It magnificently.” Thie Is a clever
splgram, but it is at best but & hall
truth, for Byron, as a descriptive poet,
has left behind him a mass of most ex-
quisitely beautiful work which Is sure
to keep him in the first rank of Eng-
lish poets so long as Engiand has a
Uterature. Emerson's test of poelry is
not a true one; that s, it is not =
complete teat  since he finds fault with
Byron's art because it did not seem In-
stinct with any definite moral purposs,
This standard would make Wordsworth
a greater poet than Shakespeare, for
Wordsworth has always something to
say and was slways didactic; but this
fact does not make him a greater poet
than Byron or Burns, who =ang not
because they thought It was right or
because they thought It was their duty,
but becauss they must sing, and, for this
reason and chiefly for this reason, thelr
songs to the common alr continue to
make thelr way, The enduring test of a
poet is not his didactic qunlity; it s his
success In endowing his own and suc-
ceading generations with fresh modes
of expression, Shakespeare Surpasses
all poets In this respect, Mliiton comes
next, and, after Mllton, Byron and Cole-
ridge are the most fertile. Matthew
Armold, a far sounder literary critic
than Emerson, piaces Byron at the head
of all the poets of the nineteenth cen-
tury because of his “surpassing sincer-
Ity and strength.” Emerson's estimute
of Bhukespeare, of Bhelley and Byron
indicate the limitations of his critical
powers. Arnold fixed his true place In
literature; he was essentially a poet, not
a phllosopher, and who, a8 & poet,
touched our highest National mark of
production.

NO PUBLICO HONORS FOR PIRATES,

The Rev. Dr. W. B. Ralnaford, of St.
George's Church, New York City, re-
cently preached a sermon on “Money.™
Quoting the common remark, “Nothing
counts here but money,” he sald that It
i8 not true; that the things we cannot
do without cannot be bought with
money—{riendshlp, for example. Dr.
Rainsford farther sald:

Tha Jonger 1 esoe the superficial Jife which
aftuts gots with the possession of large pums
of money the more [ despiss such a lfe. The
people who make caile with you and go to the
upera wilh you may not be your friends st all,
The maere people seck fo acquire aad spend
money the iess real friendship ure they capable
of. Monsy s not the only thing which goes.
Thers Is much mushroom greatness and un-
healthy growth in the soclal iife of this clty,
but there Is oot & slngle monument In this clty
te & man of money. Such men do ot make &
mark, sithough they do make a splurge.

Dr. Rainsford is right. The monu-
ments that grateful states and great
clties erect are not put up In honor of
multi-miilionalres. John D. Rockefeller
is beyond doubt the richest man In the
worid of civilization and commerce.
Hils wealth s growing so fast that the
Increase alone within ten yeara will
reach a billion of doliars. His aggre-
gate Income for several years has been

timnted at $75,000,000. IHis $60,000,000
of Standard Oll stock Is worth nearly
3500000000 and brings him in about
$40,000,000 annually; his Investments in
railroads, mines, ete, ¥ield him some
$20,000,000, while hls Income from real
estatle excesds $1.000,000 2 year. This is
Mr. Rockefeller's wealth, Now let any-
body who has read Ida M. Tarbell's
wonderful story of ““The Standard Oll
Consplracy.” that has been running for
several months in McClure's Magazine,
& story most ably set forth and com-
pleizly fortifled by its array of notorious
focts, ark himselt if he belleves there is
any danger that eitheithe country, the
state or the cliy of r. Rockefeller
will be likely to erect Any monument
to his memory. .

Ida M. Tarbell is far moye llkely to
obialn & monument for the seyvice she
has done the cause of public“morality
in telling the story of the Rockefeller
conspiracy, without fear or favor, than
Rockefelier 18 to be honorsd by an ad-
miring country for his shrewdness in
holding up and picking the pockets de-
liberately of the small oll men of every
dollar they contalned. Rockefeller is
morally a great bandit tn business, and
If he had had his deserts would have
been planted deep in the penlténtiary
vears ago. The lightest mark that &
man can make on the sands of time is
to die a multi-millionaire. He cannot
8t demth take hizs money away with
him; ¥f he takes anything away with
him atf death, it Is that moral and spir-
itun] conquest over our worst passions
and bapest desires we call character; he
cannot take his money with him i he
has any at denth; he can take his char-
acter with him If he has any at death.
It is endy to see that If the Christian
scheme salvation be sound, rich Mr,
Rockefeiier may fesl dismally poor In
the next world, for he will not have any
treasure lald up In heaven. Giving
churches and colleges and heathen mis-
slons a portion of his lll-gotten wealth
will not sanctify the Standard Of! don-
spiracy in face of the terrible indiot-
ment of Rockefeller that has besn writ-
ten'in the indelible ink of truth by that
exceedingly able woman, Ida M. Tar-
bell.

Tomorrow the intellectual and spirit-
ual civilization of America, without dis-
tinction of reilgious creed, will Lft its
wvolos in words of memorial pralse and
honor of Ralph Waldo Emerson. Why?
Not becauss he was a

shudder over Shakespeare, because his |

wettlth was to ba respected if uprightly
won and virtoously employed, not oth

“A SHAME OF CHRISTENDOM."

Every one who possesses an ordinary
sense of justice and who has heard or
read the presentment of facts in regard
to the Russlan Jew and his environ-
ment by Dr, Stephen 8. Wise must feel
for this cruelly oppressed people an up-
rising of sympathy mingled with indig-
nation against thelr cool, csleulating,
persistent persecutor, the government
of tmperial Russin. The question to en-
lightenad Americans Is not one of affin-
ity for the Rusalan Jewa. These people,
by their environment of a thousand
years, by their customs and language,
are alien to us, and between them and
American citizens thers is little in com-
mon beyond the broad ground where
Justice and humanity meet and inter-
change sentiments of universal broth-
erhood. The Russian Jew, as we see
him today, cowering under the lron rule
of a despotle government the corner-
stone of whose despotism is an Intol-
erant, un-Christian, cruel creed, mis-
called religion, I & human being who
claims the pity of the enlightened na-
tions, and who receives It without stint,
albeit no nation may care to make place
for the oppressed multitude that he
represents without Its own borders.

Is this pity, then, to be merely wasted
sentiment, an impatient - something
which has performed its part when it
turns shudderingly from the recital of
the crueities under which thess people
writhe through the years, and against
which they cry out only when unspeak-
able atrocity s added to the regular
lond which they are compelled by the
government to bear? Is civiiization
limited In its messures of rellef on
these wretcheéd, persecuted milllens to
the giving of alms In an unusual stress
of brutality, or to the unsatisfactory at-
tempt to colonize these people in new
and strange lands? Is the Russlan con-
sclence so Incrusted in miscalled Chris-
tinn creed, so benumbed by the re-
morseless grip of a cruel priesthood,
that it |s impossible to arouse itT Is
civilization, as represented by the na-
tions of Christendom, powerless to say
to the successor of Ivan the Terrible
upon the throne of Russia, “Thus far
and no farther,™ and make good the
Interdiction conveyed by these words
agalnst the oppression under which
6,000,000 Jews In Russia writhe?

What i3 it that we hear now and
agaln about thls young moanarch, the
Czar of all the Russlag? A grandson of
kindly, humane King Christian of Den-
mark, allied by marriage to the royal
familles of England, Germany and
Italy, an advocate of universa! peace—
how ,is it possible to reconcile these
facts with the other fact that he looks
coldly on while 6,000,000 of his subjects
are persistently, systematically perse-
cuted and robbed, and not Infrequently
numbers of them are set upon with dire
crueities ths least atrocious of which s
murder? Perhaps the nations of Christ-
endom, if they were to unite In a strong
and earnest plea for these peopls, In the
gimple name of justice, might recelve
respectful audience at St. Petersburg.
This {s doubtful, however, since in Rus-
sla 1t Is the church agalnst the Jew, and
the arthodox church ls the most potent,
well-Intrenched, despotic power In the
empire. This I8 the barrier behind
which atrocity works against the Jew
in Russia, unchallenged by the civilized
forces of the empire. A fortress im-
pregnable to reason, manned by cruelty,
guarded at every approach by unre-
lenting despotism, it can only be invested
by processes of growth which have
slowly but surely moved humanity on-
ward and upward through the ages,
leaving yet some of the advance posts
of cruelty to be taken.

WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH
YACHTING?

Portland's lovers of aquatic sporta
are at last awakening to the fact that
thes Willamstte River affords great op-
portunity for this kind of outdoor ex-
ercise. The yachting club and the row-
Ing club have both been struggling
along with Indifferent support for some
years, and why this should be Is a
question not easily answeread. This
weason, however, even early as It s,
has developed a keener Interest in the
sport, and with both organizations on
firm financial basis Portland is In for
a séason of aquatic sport such as has
never been enjoyed in the city's bhis-
tory.

Whileé the Interest in yachting is mot
what it should bs, comsidering the
naturnl resources, the Rowing Club is
flourishing in the most approved fash-
fon. This club has a membership of
over 200, and on Its rolla are some of
the best amatéur oarsmen in the coun-
try, and without undue boasting fours
could be selected from the half dozen
gats in the club which, if they were to
go East, would rank close to the cracks
af that section of the country. On the
20th of this month the crack junior four
of the University of California will
race with a select four from the Port-
land Rowing Club. This will be the
first of many races which the club will
take part in this season. The Willam-
ette River affords a, natural course
which s opeén, the year round. During

‘but because he was

mult-miiionalre, |
3 man of rare spls-

:

Nothing could be more sensible or
practical than this idea woarked to Its
sequence, It fits admirably a time
wherein the tendency is to overcrowd
and encournges the

trialism of the type wherein the hand
ia tralned to follow the braln. There
are still all too many parents who are
ambitious to push their children into
the clerical and profeasional vocations,
but these are giving place yearly to
those who see in “captains of industry™
men whom they would have thelr sons
emulate. The meén who “do things" Hﬂ
those who are prominent in the worid's
view today. The ambitious youth
takes for his model the men of com-
merce and of Industrinl achievement,
mnd it is to help him work out his model
that states and individuals are found-
Ing and equipping industrial schools.
The awakened Industrial ambition
means much to the Nation and for men.

The library scheme Is useful In its
way. It seeks to make the lelsure of
the working community profitable. The
industrial school seeks to make the
hours of labor profitable both to the
workingman and the capltalist. Time
was when men “pleked up” their trades
and blundered through life with un-
skiilful hands. But the time Is com-
ing—and, indeed, now is—when boys
must learn how to use thelr hands if
they would, as men, succeed in Indus-
trial life,

-

General Benjamin Viljoen, ex-Asslst-
ant Commandant-General of the burgh-
er forces In the Boer War, should be,
and no doubt is, well qualified to judge
of the industrial capacities and home-
bullding qualities of his peopie. When,
therefore, as told in a recent dispatch,
he arrived in New York a few days ago
to complete arrangements with the
Mexican government by which §3,000
acres of the beat land of that country
have been secured for a colony from
South Africs, it is but reasonable to
suppose that he knows what he is about
and that the 1000 famllles of the Trans-
vaal which will in dus time come over
will find prosperity and contentment
as well as homes in the beautiful, fertlle
strip of land known as Sants Rosalla,
in the State of Chihushua. The ad-
vance contingent of this colony is al-
ready at work plowing and planting
corn on the lands secured. General Vil-
joen salled on his return to South Af-
rica on the 17th Inat, and will bring
fifty families out Immediately. The
others will follow in detachments from
time to time as prudence dictates and
funds will allow. Whila the great body
of the Boers chafe at the changed con-
ditions that have made them subjects of
Great Britaln, the wiser among them
bave withdrawn open opposition to the
new order of things, but they have not
abandoned the hope thal somewhere a
country that shall be their very own
awalts thelr ocoupancy, and that some-
time in the near future they will find
and possess {t. As sald by General Vil-
joen, the Boers are practically a peo-
ple without & home, and when he adds,
“We hope to find one In the new coun-
try." he volces & wish that it Is char-
ftable for & free people to echo. It may
be further hoped that these paople have
jearned in their extremity some of the
lessons of progress, and that they will
apply them to the conditions that they
will make for themselves in their new
home. Stagnation of development, with
which they were satiafied and for which
they fought In the Transvaal, may be
poszible for a while In Mexico; the iso-
lation which they desired may also be
possible, but If they seek stubbornly to
exclude the element of growth, except
as It appllies to corn and cattle, from
thelr new surroundings, thelr settle-
mant in the New World will in time be
beset with difficulties, even though
thelr environment secured Is the most
nonprogresaive of any that exists on the
North American Continent.

A unique as well as beautiful and
striking feature of the President's pa-
rade in this city was the moving hu-
man flag, with its undulations of red,
white and blue. The happy faces that
shone above the National colors iIn
which the children were clad showed
the patriotic and personal Interest that
each child felt in the day and ocea-
slon. Nelther the fatigue incident to
the exwcting drill that had preceded the
display, sod to the march of many
blocks with military precision, nor the
rain that fell in the late afternoon,
ciouded the happiness of the living fac-
tors In this pulsating *Btar<-Spangled
Banner,” After being disbanded, the
flag children broke up into bands and
wended thelr way homeward, wet and
mud-bespattered, but happy stil, as

their cheerful volces and merry laugh.- -

ter tostified. It Is safe to say that this
feuture of the Presidential parade will
be described to l'stening and delighted
children in many homes In future years,
over which the laughing lttle girls of
today preside as matrons and moth-
ers. The ldea embodied In the living,
moving flag was a quaint and happy
one, and Professor Krohn is to be con-
gratulated upon the manner In which
it was carried out and the school au-
thorities In general upon the perfect
discipline demonstrated

Persona who feel that their talents

1837 of £53,000,000, which does not In-
clude the Suez Canal shares, valued at
purchased for

pay wages to those of the Irish mem-
bers who cannot nfford to serve with-
out remuneration. Great Britain's pres-

take, for it practically debars a work-
Ingman from a candidacy, for he can-
not afford the necessary election eox-
penses, and he cannot afford to oooupy
his seat without & salary. Eight mil-
lions or more of English workmen have
not more than a dosen representatives,
while the land-owning Interest has some
200 qr more representatives. Owur plan,
which pays ths public servant falr
wages, and yet expects him to serve us
faithfully, not because his stipend is
large, but becauss he s a falthful
soldler of the state, Is sound, and will
succeed wherever free government is
really prized by the people. The price
of free rnment I8 patriotie readi-
ness on the part of the best citisens to
render thelr best service with honor
and without regard to profit.

The Providence Journal finds In the
wording of the recent fast-day procla-
mation of the Governor of Maine a de-
sire for a clean consclence stronger
than a wish to conform to the require-
ments of good taste. The following
language of this Instrument seems to
Justify this mild conclusion:

Wholly coptrary to good sense, and in wpite
of my own comvictions, 1 du now appeint a
fast day, hoping nobody will observe It, feel
ing sure that it is & mockery and a farce sad
wishing with all my heart that It might be
abolished and thus enable me to Meep a clean
connchence.

The idea of a fast day has been mo
long outgrown that it Is surprising that
the institution as such has not been
abolished long ago. While 1t is no
doubt trus that the American people
eat too much, it s folly to suppose that
total abstinence from food for a day
conduces to a humble and contrite
spirit, and it is ridiculous, at lenst, to
act upon the supposition of proclalming
a legal fast day, which makes those
who observe It eat more ravenously the
next day, but which common-gsense
people generally disregnrd even with-
out walting for the Governor to exhort
them to do so.

The arrest i the City Park Thurs-
day of a harmless old fanatic who es-
chews the bath, carries his Bible in his
hand when he walks abroad, and, so
far as he has any political opinidhs,
leang toward soclallsm, as a “suspl-
clous person™ 4 not surprising. Ex.
perience has demonstrated that per-
sons of this type or appearance are not
always as harmlsss as they look, and
prudencs, as developed by the dastardly
murder of more than one President of
the United States, errs, If it can be
called an error, on the side of safsty
when such a person s gquietly locked
up until the Presidential procesaion
moves on. The pathetic slde to the
picture s afforded In ths fact that Mr,
Bt. Francis Is a great admirer, almaost
worshiper, of President Roosevelt, and
has looked forward to seeing him as a
red-letter day In his lonely and almost
sad career. It Is & pity that at Jeast
one of our long-haired Insufferables was
not locked up with him and given the
cholee between thirty days and a bath
and halrcut.

A provision in the agricultural ap-
propriation bill passed by Congress at
its last sessijon, and which is now a
law, Is very stringent as a preventive
of the Importation and sale of adulter-
ated, Impure, falsaly labeled and dele-
terious drugs and articles of food and
drink. The purpose is rigorously to
exclude all such products, and the
power to d0 80 ls placed In the hands
of Government officlals. While this
power will not be used unfatrly or ar-
bitrarily, it s but human to suppose
that it will be !n & measure retaliatory.
A great deal of the food, wine, drugs,
ete., importad into this country la adul-
terated, some of it harmfully and some
objectlonably without being positively
Injurious. Since some forelgn nations
have gone aside to diseriminate agninst
Americen produets as unhealthful
merely to cut them off, they will have
no cause to complain that our Gov-
ernment has decided to scrutinize thelr
lttle more

Specifically, a total of 72,287 pounds of
this drug was imported in the earller
and B48874 pounds In the later year,
Compared according to values, the im-
portation of morphia and salts rose
during the flve years covered from 3$35.-

to 396,689, those of cocaine and saits

to the ignorance and carelessness of the
vietims themsslves, It ls sufficient to
say that between the two causes the
effect is pomething to make humanity
shudder,

W . f . — y i .
wOw : lm_ﬂl'”!u“!l.

Victor Bmith, in New York Press.
One of the leading reporters In this
city was introdused to 4 Wail-street brok-
er, & man of considerable comseqQuence,
but much puffsd up with his success as
an elghths-and-quarters go-between. The
Introdugced had negleoted to mention that
he was a reporter, and the conversation
was genersl. Later on the identity of the

Why didn't you say so befsre you intro-
Auged Kim?™* The situation was silghtly
The  reporter sald quietly:

third,

heard of you; therefore,
say would be of no interest.
In the fourth, 1 carry maore Wall-sirest
setcrets in my memory than you ever
dreamed of—secreis of big men and great
institutions. You are perfectly safe.
Good moming.”

In less than two minules that broker,
frightened so badly, sent a friend to the
reporter, begging him to mention an af-
fair In which he personally was deeply
interested, He s one of & numerous class
affecting to be holier than reporters undil
needing & write-up, then grovellng. Bue-
ceasful men in public lfe, almost without
exception, rely upon the reporter as a
stepping-stone to high office. They will
take hish Into thelr confidence, siesr him
safely between the devil and the deep
sea, help him to earn his salary by load-
ing him up with news, and Incldentally
prosper thelr own cause. A combination
of roporters could ruin any man In this
country. Owners of papers, sdilors-ln-
chief, managing editors and city editors
cannot possily get in so close touch with
the average man as can the reporters, the
office representatives, whom they send out
to hunt for facts In the market place,
the palace, the hovel, the prison, the
church, the wide, wide workd.

I should Hke to propose & high school
for the educstion of all men on the sub-
Ject of “How to Treat & Reporter.,” It
would end all friction. Let the public
first understand that the reporter 18
bound to have the news at all risks. If
he canpot get it at first hand he will
take it at second, or third or tenth. Ha
is not going back to his editor with &
hangdog look and say he has falled.
Never! He will take fake first—and take
chances of belng caught or vindicated.
On reputable papers, if caught faking. he
soon loses his job. No reporter In his
right senses wants to fuke. He wanis the
truth every time Then why hide It?
Why Insult him? Why Increase bhin labors
& thousand fold? Why keep bhim out om
the still hunt all night when by treating
him in‘a common, sensible manner you
eould set him right in a second and have
early copy for the composing reom?

Many persons look down on Teporters
as If they were Inferfor creatures. They
forget that 99 times (n 100 the newagnth-
erers are of higher caste than those from
whom they seek Information. Reportess
are not looking for anything good about
people, for the pubile would mever stop
to read it They want all the bad shout
men and women they ean dig out, and
it ts the bad things about bad people
thit make the newspaper Interesting.
Through long mingling with the evil
classes reporters become contaminated,
and It must not be wondered at If thers
should be an oceasiomal fall from grace.
1 44 not know any reporters w:o are
angels, and I do know some wWho ard
devils with pdinted wings, bdut take them
ail in all they are the best set of fellows
in the world, workihig llke mad for thelre
emmployers, spending lberally, living mer-
rily and ever eager to do & faver and
forget it

WHERE THE ROMANCE LIES.

Kansas City Star.

From one point of view the Lawis and
Clark expeditton., which started up ths
Mizsourl # years ago, was a thoroughly
romantie affatr, The explorers were fol-
lowing & strangely attractive yet treacher.
ous river into & land where no white man
had ever trod. For months they were to
wander {n the wilderness, They were (0
lose themselves In the comtinuous woods
“whers rolils the Oregon. and hears no
sound save his own dashings”™ It was
& Journey to delight a poet's soul,

Yet from another standpolnt the trip
was a véry prosaic enterprise. There was
plenty of rough work ahedd of the ex-
plorers. They were to travel several thou-
sands miles In boats und on foot. They
were to be drenched with rain, chilled by
eold. tormentad by mosquitoes and worn
with rowing and c¢limbing. For months
they were not to sea 4 man of their own
race. Lewis and Clark themselves, while
they donbtless fooked forward to the trip
with =mest, as young and vigorous men
should, probably never thought of It um
an herole or romantic undertaking.

After all, the romance of a thing lies
in the point of view. It is thoroughly sub-
jective. The old {llustration of the falling
tres on the deserted laland applies here
The atmospheric waves do not constitute
sound unless there is an ear and brain to
transform them, and all the eleménts of
romance may make a valn appeal to the
prosalc mind. Most persoms have enocugh
of the emotiomal about them to see tha
romantic aspect of things when once
some poet has pointed It out But where
they have nobody to gulde them they
stumbie about blindly. That i why Kip-
lng's McAndrew appeala for some Robbie
Burns to sing the song of steam. The song
of the scythe and the gleansr bas baen
sung often’encugh. But the modern reaper
and steam thresher, though as romantic
ns thelr anclent prototypes have been
neglected and deciared to be unpoetical.
Thelr seor ha= not yet come.

Thousands of persons have wandered
along the Arkansns River and seen only
& commonplace stream, with sandbars rib-
bing the slugxish current. It took m man
of Ingails’ quaiity of soul to write to
Major Inman—he of “The Ol Santa Fe
Trall'— “I shall read your book and ses If
you have caught the subtle romance of
the mysterious and fascinating river, with
the sandhill cranes fiving over its soll-
tudes.” From the standpoint of the
trelghtars the trsll itssif wos @ mere roed
ovar which thay ¢ thelr wagon tralns.
But to a man ke Noble Prentis It was
transformed (nto a strange highway, as
romantic us ever the rain beat upon. To
most persons a dalsy s 3andly more than
s wesd. But Wordsworth saw jt with
other eyes.

The city ar town or country often looks
monotonous énough to the person who sees

who lomgs for the opportul
to Lewls and Clark has

feld of romance on every side
knew it. The Valley of the Missouri




