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VIEWS OF
EDUCATORS HIGH IN
AUTHORITY

University of Oregon, the president
of the Oregon Agricultural Coliege,
the dean of Willumetts Unlversity and
State Superintendent Ackerman are sub-

Jokned :
BETTER TEACHERS DESIRARLE

From the President of the University
of Oregon.
¥ reviewing the course of study for
-lpnbu:uhwhnmddo-nmm
State manual Seued. by the Btate De-
partment of Public Instruction, I tall to
find sny required work which It seems to
me might be safely omitted The stand-
ard subjects, reading langoage, writh-
smetic, geography, spelling, writing, phys-
sology snd hygigne, history, ofvil gov-
srmment, and mature study which com-
grise the required subjects, certainly
Save s justification in the course of
stody of the public school. The optional
subjects are music and druwing. 1 doubt
whether many public schools of the state
attempt to glve these systematically. The
amount of work suggested by the msnual
4n each of the required subjects has been
sefooed to an extromely conservative ba-
sls. In grammoar, for example, only two
Tooks of the ihree-book course adopted
are required. 1n geography, it is sllow-
able to use ome book of the two-bouvk
course. The statement is specifically made
that puplls shall be held responsible only
for the satements found in the coarse
priot in the geographies, which consi-
tule, perhaps, not more than & half of
the entire texl. In arithmetic. the sug-
is made that the written and
tal arithmotic be taught &5 one class,
two texts belng used practically om
alternate days. Buch subjects as bank
discount, exchange, clrealating decimals,
amnual interest. etc, are cut out of the
requirements. In reading, perhaps some
are frightencd by the list of supplement-
sry books given in the manual but a
careful reading of the note at the bead
of the list would at once reveal the fact
that these books are mnot th be par-
ehased by the pupll or used as text books,
3t & true that the Board of Bducation
may, If it pleases. regquire some smail
mumber of these books for supplemental
work., but the boands are as & rule ex-
tremely copservative in this matter, a
wgry large number of the schools rmaking
no such mequirement at all. The few
that are read sre usunily & rest and re-
creation to the pupll rather than a bur-
den. In noture study (largely demanded
the Granges for the rural schools),
maximum regulremsnt 5 two rec-
fistions per week. No text § placed in
She bands of the pupil
When the state course of Oregon is
oom with that of most other states,
n I'be seen at once that the Depart-
spent of Education has proceeded along
wery consorvative ines. If there is oyver-
Work in the schools, it is due rather to
&n njudiclous use of the texts by the
thachery than to any over-requirement on
the part of the Department of Education,
An unekiiied toacher may cusily make
mery heavy work of & very simple matior.
On the other hand, a thoroughly capabis
Seachey can so combine differont depart-
m of stody a& to make them greatly
! oree and snllvens one mnother. 'In
. f0r exumpic, there s no Tendon
Why the observations made In nature
miudy should not conatitute the brsls for
the best Kind of written work. Spelling,
writing, punctustion, may all be most
wfectually taught through the written
fanguage. In a hundred different ways
A $0od lteacher knows bow 10 coonomize
Wme and the energies of her puplls It
s a mistake Lo suppose ihat by reduc-
the subjects of the course to the
possible number any great gain
made either, on the one hand, 'n ev-
g the health of the children. or, on
the other, in mecuring greater thorough-

Omﬁ.\“s of the president of the

mes. A dull schddl of dry routine is
most wearing of all, and the least
tory In results A wide-awake

. full of mteredt and enthusiasm,
oaslly accompilsh all of the work
outlingd in pur state manual, give plenty
muxlc and drawing in addition, bring
chlldren muny hours ench week inte
contact with outdoor nature,
develop physical strength and good
in the children, rather than tear
thelr nervous eystems, [ should
that It would pay the state botter to
more fully for the temining of
teachers than to lake b false stop
trying to improve the by cut-
out some of their most in
P. L. CAMPBELL,
President Uslvernity of Oregon

TEACHERS ARE OVERWORKED.
Dean of the Willamette University
Offers Suggestions.
5 ALEN, March 15.—Desn W. C. Haw-
ley, of Willamette University, who
been a lifelong resident of Oregon,
who hay beon for many years an in-
iructor of umtversity students who bave
Beem graduated from Oregon public
ehools, was asked today for lis oplnlon
‘of the proposal to reduce the course of
judly in the commaon achools. Belng tos
to write, he eatd:
pe the Legisinture sdopted tho res-

pdvising that the course of study
! I bave ¢xamined the reguire-

us are deficient In grammar, spelling and
writing more than in any other subjects.
More practice is the only remedy for the
poor writing. Each pupll should be re-
quired to learn to spell every word he finds
in any of hiz lessons. Bo far as the de-
fciency in grammar is concerned, I hard-
ly know how to suggest a remedy, for
success !n leacking the subject

largely upon the 1 equation of the
teacher. Teachers ly find grammar
ths most difficult subject to teach and if
any subject must be alighted for wangt of
time, that is the one to be neglectsd Wa
find that & large number of our students
are poor in thelr knowledge of English,
particylariy tn the construction of sen-
tencea. This probabily could mot be rem-
edied by n change in the course of stody,
though i1 might be by a consolidation of
schools o 88 to give teachers roore time
for persona) instruction to pupils. Doubt-
less the course might e improved slight-
v, bat 1 &o pot see any change that 1
coukl suggest The principal objection
soesns to be made to the teaching of mu-
mic and drawing, but these sublects &.-
taught only in the city schools, where tne
teachers are not crowded with work. I
balisve that wherever it 15 posalbie in city
schools, a special instructor in these two
pubjects ghould be employed.”

WILL LISTEN TO SUGGESTIONS.

State Board of Edueation Asks for
Specific Complaints.

ALEM, Or., March 18—The Biate

Board of Edueation will give due
consiferation to the legislative resolu-
tion relative to veducing the smount of
work tequire by the State Conrse of
Btudy, as it s not clalmed that the pres-
enl course 18 so perfect that it cannot
be improved. Im this comnection, the
Board would be pleased to recelvs sug-
gestions am to meeded ommissions but.
in order that such suggestions shall be
most helpfol. they should not consist
of glittering generalities but shoujd point
out definitely what branches or parts of
branches should be omitted and reasons
therefor, and they will be carefully con-
sldered. In fact, before the last revision,
we sent circular letters to all superin-
tendents apd principals in the stats ask-
Ing for such suggestiops and the present
course is based very largely on the sug-
gestions returned.

The mandatory subjects now embraced
in the course and for which puplls are
expected to gpurchase books, are read-
tng. spelling, writing, geography, gram-
msr, history, arthmetic—written and’
menta!, physology, 4nd oivil government;
and nature study twice a week., for
which puplls are not required to purchase
Dooks.

Drawing and music are optional with
achool boards, and I am creditably in-
formed that but few rural boards have
adopted them. The question then, before
the Board 1is which of these subjects
shall be dropped or which parts of them
omitted.

The problem the Legisiature has sub-
mitted to the Board ls one that has been
before the American people ever since
the organization of the public school sys-
tem, and it will not be solved il time
ghall end; but the Board, in endeavoring
partly to solve It will do so with an
eye Engle to the best interests of all
and to this end we respectfully ask for
the aforesald sy ns.

J. H ACKERMAN,
Buperintendent Public Instruction.

TaERE ARE NO NON-ESSENTIALS.

From the Presldent of the Oregon
Agricultural Coliege.

VERY year Increased attention is

given to the cammon English studies.

There are no non-sssentials in our pub.

Is & competent man, and I fancy
sinte course is & very good one.” *

“Would you say that there was any
marked distinctlon between the state
course and the course followed In ihe
public schools of Portland? BSoch dls-
tinction i» meant as would make the sug-
gestion of the ure pertinent In
the ohe case and not 80 in the other.™

“No, 1 do not think there Is such dis-
tinction a8 that. In fact, I am of the
opinton that there is but Hitle difference.”’

"“A competent opinion ss to the course
of study In the city schools cught then
to apply gensrally ™
“Weall, T can speak as to the city
schools. Therp are some people who un-
doubtedly think that the course of study
in these is 00 extensive. I know that
objections are entertalped agrinst the
puplls’ time being ocoupled with such
branches as physiology, cittzenship, the
study of ciassical myths nature study,
and some attemtion to music and art;
but the way these subjects are handled s
not understood by many. All of these
that 1 have mentionsd, including an ale-
mentary stuody of Greek and Roman his-
tory. pre treated In a secondary manner,
during those hours of the schoal day
uagally devoted to the reading lesson and
to composttion. People say, "Why do you
teach all these thingsT™ The fact I bave
Just stated answers the question gquite
fully, I think. Puplls must have same-
thing to read about, and something about
which to write; and it seems to me the
time ls more profitably employed on thesa
subjects than merely on that of some
abstract virtue or the llke™

“An these things are bhandisd, then, it
appears their teaching involves what in
the old-fashioned phrase would be dubbed
‘reading and writing’ ™

*That is it exnctly, with the added ad-
vantage that it broadens the pupils’ men.
tal horizom: for, while we are teaching
the common school arts, at the same
tims we are trying to pelect material
which will cultivate the child. It abould
be understood that thoss wha have to
prepare s course of study are beset with
many difficultion.”

“In what respectT"

“In this: Different classes of people
have different views as to what course of
study ls best sdapted to thelr respective
children, and each, beyond what it desms
its own requirements, Is lkely to con-
sider all else superfivous. To flustrate:
The dcctor complains that there is not
enough of physiclogy and the laws of
hygiens included In the course; the lawyer
is sure it would be better If some other
features wers eollminated and more at-
tention paid to the’ study of citizenship
and public affalrs; the merchant will tell
yoy that the part of arithunetic best sult-
ol 1o a pupll s that which will familiar-
fz4 him with accounts, weights and meas-
ures and computations In pefcentage and
interests; while cut in the rural districts
the parent will be of the opinlon that the
sslient feature In arithmetic Is. what is
taught of lund surveying and such things
as are of practical momeni jn the rural
life. And so It goes. These yarfous idens
are based upon individoal te and
a criticism on the course of study in the
public schools finds a hearing. As far
as this stute ls concerned, however, It is
an old story. The Intreductlon by Ben-
ator Miller of the resolution directied to
the State Board of Education appeals to
me 48 an echo of the campalgn of 1905,
when the same subject-mutter was an
lssue In the race for Superiptendent of
Publle Instruction. Mr. Ackerman's op-
ponent, & gentleman of the same politienl
faith, and a friend of Benator Miller, was
beaten on that lssue. During that cam-
palgn Mr. Miller heard the subsequently
defeated candldnte make severa! speeches
in support of his views, and undoubtedly

became an esrnest partisan in the mat-
ter.”
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DHFENDS THE CURRICULUM.

lic school coursos of study. Buch branch
an physieal culture, muslc and drawing
do not tract from the study of gram-
mar and arithmetic, but rather are help-
ful

Over two bhundred new students enter
our coliege each year from the varfous
public schools of Oregon. . They report
that the entrance examinations of this
year were by far the most satisfpctory
ever held Evidently the applicants for
admission bhad not wasted much time on
non-easentinle. .

Our public pchool system Is producing
splendid results.

THOMAS M. GATCH,
President Oregon Aprigultural College.

OPINIONS OF
WELL-ENOWN PORTLAND
TEACHERS

HILE the resolution does not sp-
ply directly to the public schools
of Portland, the theory sought to

be established by the resolution s of
vital interest bere. Mea prominent in pub-
Be school work expressed these views:

DOES NOT FAVOR CUTTING DOWN.

Clty Saperinteandent Rigler Ex-
presses LGenernl Views on Subject.
HEN asked for his views concern-
ing the recent request of the Btate
Legisiature to the Btate Board of Educa-
tion looking to the revision of the course
of study now In the public
echools, Professor Rigler, Buper-
intengent of the Portland public schools,
sald, after & moment's hesitation:
*“l 4o not know thai my opinions ia
this matter would be of special interest,
a5 that resolution, you will observe, is
addressed to the State Board of Educa-
tion, and cannot be meant to apply to
schools within my -

Leglsisture rospecting wschool

“Do you mean that acts of the State

Hobinson States
Facts.

Some Theories and Gives
£ COURSE of study.,” sald Profes-
sor R. F. Roblnson, Super-
iatendent of the Multhomah County
schools, "8 & compromise on =
pian of work. By this 1 dmean that
no two Individuals have idens exactly allke
as to the road the child should travel,
Apd & course of study as evolved under-
takes to compromise these different ideas
ar erystallize them into definite methods.

“Dr. Harris, United States Commis-
sloner of Education, expresses surprise, on
investigation, that educstom generally
had reached conclusions so similar in the
preparation of study courses, also that
there was such unanimity of public de-
mand for the general line of work fol-
lowed throughout the country.

*“Dr. Harris finds that arithmetie & one
of the first essentisle. He compares It 10
a window ©f the soul out of which the
child looks and learns to discriminate be-
tween guallty and ity, to ire
an exact kmowledge of natural objects and
to observe and count all things In Inor-
ganic patupe. Out of this window hgy ob-
serves organic nature and this leads pat-
urally to & suody of geography. From
geography 1o a closer knowledge of or-
ganic pature fs but & step, which is taken
in & course of naturd work, o that na-
tore siudlea, 50 called is simply the open-
ing of the child's eyes to the things
about him and educating him to appreci-

eral deposits and the Ike, are of no vlue
in thelr original state, but become wvalu-
able 8 they are manufactured, = trans-
ported and made to subserve the needs

“Now " reading as taught firet enables
the child to symbdlize his swn vocal pow.
from sound to sight and form, mnd
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that Herbert Sp tion
as a preparation for complete Hving. He

and becauss of the fact that a healthy
body is ded to ss in other

nes.

“Civll goverament goes hand in hand
with history, and the one is not com-
plete without the other. Spelilng and
writing are Incidentals of reading. Musio
and drawing are each regarded by many
as e¢msentisl In the rounding out of a
chlld’s eddcation—musie 8 appealing to
his aesthetic nature and dmawing as cul-
Uvating the training of the hand.

“The state course of study, vietwred from
the standpoint of its essential require-
ments, embodles only those things which
an enlightened public demands that its
children shall know. It s compiled from
the experience of our best thinkers along
sducationa! lines. A course of study s
not & matter of caprice, a creation, bul
s growth. It embodles the assimilated
exparience of years, and must represent
ns mearly as possible the ideas of the
majority of the people. These Ideas
change with changing conditions. For
fllustration, when grammar was first
placed in the Boston schools objection
was urged on the ground of an over-
crowded curriculum—a fact which excites
s smile at this day. .

“It s true, without doubt that the
present state course of study does over-
crowd some schools, for two reasona
Furst, from the shortness of the term In
the distriet school, and, second, a lack
of understanding on the part of some
teachers as to its purpose. They under-
take to crowd puplls through the entire
course In one short term. and many
tirme=, instead of using supplementary
books as & means to an end, they miss
thelr purpase, and these books Become
to the children real studies.

“In my opinlen, therefore, In the great
majority of cases where there Is com-
plaiot on this score it has its origin in
just such districts. My position has al-
ways heen that the fault Is not so much
with the amount of study required as in
the unsclentific way in which conditions
cempel us to carry out the school pian.

“Recent steps toward the comsolidation
of school districts will have n tendency
to correct the evil 1 have mentioned and
causge for legitimate criticlam of public
school methods may be obviated with-
out indiscriminate reduction of the courss
of stody, a atep on which no two people

agree.””

X0 EVIDEXCE 0OF OVERWORHK.

From E. J. Hadley, Frincipal of
Stephens Publlie School.
i HAT studies can you cut out of
the course?" asked Professor E.
J. Hadley, prinetpal of the BEtephens
Sehool, on the East Side, when asked
about the suggested change. “T canpot’]
understand what branches are proposed
to be dropped.”

“"Why. what do we teach?” continued
Mr. Hadley in the Interrogative vein, and
in the nmext breath supplylng an answer
to his query. “Puplls in the public
schools finishing with the grammar grades
are tanught reading, writing, srithmetie,
spelling, geograpby, history, gramomr,
physiology and citizonship. In all of
these except one the boy or girl who at-
tends the public school here must pass
deamination, and I am sure no one will
contend but they are essential to a com-
mon-school education.

“Yesn, there are other branches handled
in a suppl tary r, such as mu-
gic, drawing and water-colors. As o mat-
ter of frot, some of the studies first men-
tioned are, In a degree, treated In this
way: that is. they are made the subjects
of reading and composition.

*T have never seen any evidence of
overwork that might not have been ap-
parent with fewer studies. It took the
student just as long to get through the
grade work, or the studles that are pow
covered by that period of school Ilfe
when the supplementary branches were
not included and 1 could not say that
the tusk was accomplished with less labor
theo than now.

“My experience lo teaching covers a
period of more than 20 years. A portion
of that tirpe I have had charge of schools
such AS wWe Were with when we
wers boys, In which I have taught every-
thing from the alphabet to algebra; in
fact, 1 hardly can predlize now how the
labor was wsccomplished, but from this
experience It §s my firm conviction that
the scholar s the gainer by the system
now In vogue

“1f any of the studies now Included in
the course were to be dropped 1 would
limit the number o music, drawing "and

contrary, im fact. They lay the founda-
tion for refined a plist they
are good things; but the question arises
in my mind if It is better to pay for
the teaching of these out of the general
fund. or let those who desire them taught
to thelr chliidren foot the bili? Of
I realize that

“What benefit dg you thipk would be
derived by dropping them ™

“More atténtion might be given to pen-
manship, and perhaps with betier re-
sults. As 1 sald before, these studies are
not to be copaidered as & detriment to the
children. but If any were dropped [ would

these.
“You would liks to know why scholars
bandie a greater number of studies than

parently ho greater effort? The reason
Is la close and perfected organ-
faation in séhool Among the pao-

& matter of this kind. Don't yon think
you are?’ was the statement and query
of Dr. J. W. Hlll, principal of HUl's MU~
tary Academy. “If I utter any word
of criticism as to existing conditions

in the public schools many good peo-
ple will insist that my opinlons are binsed
from the fact that I am_ conduct-
ing a private schopl. However. I al-
ways lzke pleasure In accommodating The
Oregonfan whenever I can. so, hoping for
absolution for such vemal faults as I may
be charged with on the score I have men-
tioned I will do my bost towards express-
ing my sentiment. -

“In the first place, I am of the impras-
sion that the study course In the public
schools s burdened with nonessentials.
From the very fact, as [ belleve It has
been shown, that of the chiklren who are
registered as entering the grammar grade
a little more than one per cent are sub-
saquent puplls In the High Schoal, It is o
be assumed that those studies which best
fit the average scholar o successfully
make hi=s way in the world along work-u-
day lings are the essantinl ones ‘fo be
taught. I know that aside from the' Eng-
liah branches of a rudimentary charactes,
cltizenship music, drawing, water-colors
and what Is called nature study are In-
cluded. What would we be without mu-
sic? Is R question that arises, and we
exclaim In the same breath, what g de-
sirable mocomplishment Is the ability to
draw well; and how valued s even an ele-
mentary knowledge of clvil government,
politieal Mistory and pature’s working.
But are all these things pertinent
we conslder some other facts? )

“I am of the opinlon that theme poll
branches, as they might be called, could
be subsiituted with instruction along dif-
ferent, more valuable and interesting lines
to the averuge child; leaving the acqui-
sition of these finerles In education to
those who care to pay for them.™

“What other lines do you suggest ms
substitutes?™

“Well, there you embarrass nie again.
They are features of this Institution and
my dwelllng on them at this time has
somewhat the appearance of pouring
water on my own wheel. But neverthe-
less they are more than fads with me. I
believe in them from ochserving thelr effi-
clency and onme of them will eventually
force Its way Into tbe public school sys-
tem 1o stay. These ars military discipline
in the schools and & course of manual
tralning.

‘““The advantages of the first are manl-
fold. It cultivates cbedience, 4 respect for
central authority, tralns the pupll to
habits of personal neatness and opder,
Alds the body in acquiring health and vig-
or and generates an aptitude, where prop-
erly exercised for the assumption of re-
sponmibility. The last of thése Is brought
about from the fact that under this“dis-
aipline from the highest to the lowest,
each has something to do with lis preser-
vation and every subordinate ls fitted,
when occasion requires, to perform the
duties of the one just above.

*“The advanisge of manual tralning is
toc manifest to need commendation from
me, It has made Its way into the cur-
rioulum of some of the pubilc schools of
the country in response to its admitted
wvalue by educutors and = public demand
for a line of teaching that will enable the
average young man who will have to earn
his living as a mechanie, to do things as
well as know things,

“] don't know that the Incorporation of
these branches in the public schools would
lesaer: the exponse. I fancy not, but quite
the contrary. However, If the pablie
schools are designed to furnish the aver-
ege child with that knowledge which is
best calculated to ald him In making his
way 12 the world, I do not see that the
matter of expense should count. Teach-
ers are a hard-working clasgs, and I think
ghould be better pald and more of them
should be employed for the allotted work.
If this were done, the nonessentinls dis-
pensed with, the Iines I have suggested
could be taken up and 1 am convinced the
result would be beneficial

~1 will say in all candor that I do not
belleve the public school of today, with
all Ita frills, turne out a brighter, better-
informed or bettor-equipped class of young
men and women than the old district
school of our boyhood when for the as-
erage boy It was work one-half of the
year and go to school the other hall”

II.EGOI:I."I‘IONS ARE AMBIGUOUS,

Principal of the Portland High
School So Declares Thiem.
HEN shown a copy of the resolution

N pessed by the last Leglsiature and
asked for an opinfon as to Its merita, Pro-
fessor Thompson T. Davis, principal of
ihe Portland High School, said:

“It i difficult for me to understand just
what i# meant by the resolution. “Teo
reduce the amount of work and give spe.
cial attention to the branches that will be
of most value to the children In pursuing
the different avocailons of Ufe’ Well to
By least, ob, sugxesied

study.
amine it closely, but from & casual glance
I ahould not say that it covered much
outaide of the elementary English studles
that have been ta t for years,
covers what Is & common school
education, nor am I fully informed s to
the actual! difference belwéen this course
and that followed In such districts as In-
clude thia city.” ]
*“If the courss

g

is
safely omitted from the presemt High
School course I the best results are to
be attained
German and Latin

and the
prineipals of public schoals at varl-
ous county seats and other clties in
Oregon axpressed themselves as follows on
the resalution:

Do Sot Eliminate.

N ALEM, March 19 —The course of study

2 for the public achools of Oregon can-
not be Improved by ellminating any of the
studles now irr the course. There are
nine eubjecis in the course and a little
work in nature study., The average boy
or girl can sasily complete the couree Iln
from seven to ten years. Some systematic
study of lteratury should be added to the
course. Many boys and giris fafl to do
good work in our schoola on accpunt of
one or more of the following causes: 1
Reading of trashy lMternture, I Irregu-
lar attendance at school. 3. Lack of sym-
paithy mnd co-operation between teacher
| parenis. 4 Bad associates. 5 Un-

& terms  of
sehool. 7.

mﬁ: af the ;mlpmm by boys
‘Im_ r the hest 't rs, pLy Wwages
that
fn one school for a term of years, provide
a

EE

induce such teachers to remain

school bulldlag as neat and comforta-
ble as the averago home, malntain a nine
months’ term each yaar, piace a good
in the school, visit the school and
get acquainted with the teacher, do not
be afrald to permit the boya and girle to
do s Ittle hard study and all the diffioul-
with the course of study will vanish,

apd puplls are gener-

o admit that more work can

L. R TRAVER
Buperintendent City Schools.

Will Not Have the Desired Effect.
STORIA, Merch 19.—Professor A, L
=8 Clark, principal of the Astoria High
and superintendent of the public
schools of this city, does not take &
favorable view of the Miller  resolution
passed by the récent Leglsiature in that he
does not belleve it will accomplisb thg re-
milts desired. When queationed zbout the
matter Professor Clark sald:

*“The proposed cutting down of the
course of study In our public schools le,
I think, wrong. It will not bring about the
desired effect, that of relleving the puplls
from overcrowding. at least, not without
doing them a great Injury ao far as their
educations are concerned. I admit that
in many Instances puplls are rushed
through too mapldly for either thelr men-
tal or physical wellars, but the fault Is
not that the course of study s too large
oF covers too broad a mcope, but the time
allowed under the present system l& too
short. Instead of eight years for a pupil
to pase to the eighth grads, nine or even
ten years should be taken. That would
permit the children to become mors pro-
flelent in each of thelr stodies, would ob-
viale the necessity for this overcrowding
and would bring far better resulti. 1 am
opposed to reducing the course of study
principally because the great majority of
<hildren recelve all thelr aducation In
what 18 called the public achool, that is
between the first and eighth grades, and 1
think every chlld should be permitted to
recelve all the mental training possible
in order that itz mind may be broadened
and {ts intellect sharpened. Again, the
younger puplls, like those in the fourth
gradé, are, as & rule, Incapable of keeping
thelr minds on an¥ sublect for a great
length of time and by baving a diversity
of subjects we are able to instruct them
on these various toplcs without overtax-
ing their strength. Many of the subjects,
too, are Nttle more than diversions, al-
though of great value. For Instance, na-
turs study, physical culture and drawing.
They serve to interest as well as lnstruct
the puplls and relleve thelr minds of the

occasloned by poring over thelr
harder studles 4

“The talk of books being & financial
burden §s very moch of a bug-a-boo. My
exgerience has been that thé majority of
parents who object to purchasing the re-
quired books are ones who squander oo
frivolous thingas for themselyes many
times more than they are called upon to
spend for the education of thelr chidren
Anotber thing about which great ado Is
made ls that overstudy makes the chil-
dren nervous. That may be true, but the
great proportion of nervousness among
::“chlltirﬂ! In caused not by thelr exces

work In the schools. but by being
ellowed Lo sit up too late at nights. Plenty
of sletn Is what a child requires, & matter
that mapy poarents overlook. No, do not
reduce the course of study. but extend the
time l.n‘::;!:? that pouree Is to be com-
ploted; , in my oplnlon, will solve the

Teachers nnd Puapils to Blame.
ALLAS, Or., March 13 —Thers is unl-
yersal complaint that the pupils
from the public schecls have not been
thoroughly prepargpd—either for business
or for entrance into secondary schocla or
colleges.

Our stata course of study has not been
in operation long enough for the entlre
blame to be ladd ppon . Hence if the
compinigt of the businesy men, teachers In
academies and normal sc.ools, and pro-
fossors In golleges, Is just, we¢ must look
elsewhers for the causes, or at least, for
& part of them.

One fact is plainly visible, that the ef-
fects from the working of the state course
have been to improve the condition of our
rural schools.

One of the maln causes of the fallure, in
this state, of the public schools to accom-
plish fully that which they are designed
"to do, I8 the very low wages pald to teach-
ers. Any young man with the require-
ments nécessary to teach school success-
fully can makes more money in other and

of proper teaching
Another cause, ind one that maore direct-
iy affects the pupll himself, is the hahit
many parenls have of dllowing their chill-
dren o run loose—without any apparent
contrgl. On the streets at all hours, at-
every public gatbering, whether
church, concert or dog show, [Yee or other-
the publie

usually bad, or that which has to be un-
lenrned béfore they bécome true men
or womén. These

1 think that thpse who have charge of the
work will make such changes as fast ns
possible. W, L REYNOLDS,
Principal Dallas Public Schools.
ey
Radical Change Unwarranted.
ALLAS. March 19.—My experience with
the etate course of study s very grat-
itying, and T find that the teachers in the
rural and graded schools of Polk County
who mre following the course carefully,
and making the adjustment pecdad Lo some
Indtvidus! cuses. are obtaining resulis
that are very satisfmctory to the paplls
and patrore Sinee the cowrse in lan-
guage and physiclogy hes been reduced
fromm A three-book to a two-book course
and the work in geography copfined to
pne book, It has reduced the work almost
to the minimum, and 1 do oot ses Whete
any matesial change can be made without
ellminsting some of the Branches that sre
very essentlal. In the lower grades many
of our teachers are combining history,
physlology. nature study and geography
with the reading and language cxarelses
thereby saving considerable time and still
eomplying with the course of study. Draw-
ing and musle are recelving some atton-
tion, but since they are optlonal they do
not become a burden on the schools with
I'mited time The work of the publle
schoolg af this county has Bean greatly
Improved by the present course of study,
and while § do not clalm perfection for it
I fee]l that any criticlam or suggestion of
radleal change s unwarranted on my part.
C. L. STARR,

School Superintendent of Polk County.

Says There Are No Nonessentials.
ACKSONVILLE Or, March 15.—Pro-
fessor E. B. Washburn, principal of
the Jucksonville public schools, upon
being Interviewed concerning the ocoursq
taught In the publle schools sald:

“1 belleve the course to be very pract-
cnl, and that the proper amount of tme
s given to ‘ench study. The efficlency of
our public achools has been Increased very
much since s adoption. The criticism
that the course s crowded by placing in
It nopestentiale Is not founded on actoal
facts, but is the vagary of those who
have not suffcient data from which to
draw’ correct conciusions. The greater
part of the pupils' and teachers’ time ia
spent on what these critics call essentials
The time spent in the grammur schools on
drawirg, music, physital eilture and na-
ture study—the subjects to which seme
péople object—is well spent. The physical
culture mentioned: by one of our legisin-
tors & not in the course of study, but
utilized as o means of rest, & few bene-
ficinl calisthenic exercises are usuaily

given during the semsfon of school
To teach puplls to walk with heads
erect, to expand thelr lungzs and to

control their muscliea ls cerfalniy of value.
For music, the course calls only for some
simple note reading and vocal drills to
cultivate and develop the organs of speech,
The value of a good voice cannot be over-
estimated. Our future cltizens must coo-
Jerse and transict business with each
other and the power of 4 rich, sweet voice
In reading or speaking is Invaluable

“No ane but & teacher kKnows the value
of singing to rest or qulet puplls. Al
though the subject of drawing ls given
but Jiftle time In the course, it Is produc-
tive of excellent resuits, particularly In
developing thought and In glving exact-
nees of vision and expression. It tenches
the eye to see clearly, the hand to execule
correctly. Two lessons a weelk, with text-
book In the hands of the teacher, Is the
direction for nature study. What betier
subject can be used for two marning ex-
erclses? It Is not the purpose of the publio
schools to furnish trailned ariisans or pro-
fesslonal men, but to develop and train
the powers of the child for Inteiligent cit-
izenship, to tench the subjects so prac-
tically that he may apply them to the
everyday affalrs of Hfe

“The so-called essentials are not crowd-
e out by these other studies. The teacher
in the rural school having eight grades,
with 20 to ¥ clasees In the ‘cessentials.’
does not have time to tench each sublect,
even If It has been studied well =o that
perfect results ars obtalned. In our wik-
iage schools teachers usually have two or
more grades and must hear from 13 to 2
recitations in the ‘essentials.” This s far
from satisfectory. It Is the teacher that is
growded and not the courae of study.
What we need Is a concentration of forces
by uniting schools and allowing tmchers
to do Individual’/work with pupiis In
several years' experience as a teacher, I
have never known a pupdl in the publle
| xhools to Injure his health by over-
study, but T have known several to 4
poor work, to become nervous and {1 {ro
attending parties, frem reading pernlglous
books outside of school hours, from at-
tempting to devote several hours a day to
the practice of muslc, and from improper
food. Lack of parental co-operation
causes more fallures in proficlency than a
crowded curriculum does. The cost of
text-books for any grade &5 smail. The
mo-called nonessentlals cost about 35 cents
per year. A great many boya and girls In
the village and town schools pay more
money for confectionery during a school
year than their books cost. Omne trip to
the circus will outfit & family with school
supplica.

"The present course of study If strictly
tfollowed will bring the very best results
to the boys and girls of Oregon, the ma-
Jority of whom will recelve all thelr
achooling In the public schoola.™

\ Points Out & Few Reforms,

DOENB., March 10.—Dr. A. F. Bech.

dalt, City SBuperintendent of Schools,
being interviawed on the same subject,
snid:

*“] am esked to express my views touch-
ing a resolution, offered by Benator Miller
and passed Dy both Houses, requesting
the Board of Eduocation to come to the
ajd of much-affiicted childhood and re-
duce the oumber of studies pursued in
school. The statement Is made that the
public schools require =0 much work from
the child that the essential branches are
not, and cannot be, well lenrned. and that
the amount of work should be reduced so
as to enabie teachers and puplis to givs
special attention to the bronches that
will be of most value to the children in
pursuing the different avocations of Ufe.
In regard to this, I may sy that Senator
Miller has not stated In his resoclutions
whbat branches these are that will be of
most vaite to the child, If he clearly
knows, Be owes it to the world to share
it with os Instead of throwing the burden
aof guessing on the Board of Educatlon.

“From long experience I must deny
that so mtch work Is required on the

iConcluded oa Fage 20)



