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I PLEASURES OF A WINTER SPORT NEW TO OREGON—
i INCOMPARABLE BEAUTY OF THE SCENE

|

( HE dangers2 and hardships con-
I nected with our recent ascent of
Mount Hood, szld T. Brook

White, wt speaking of the trip taken
by himae!f in company with Colonel 1.
1. Hawkins and M. W. Gorman, “exist
only In the minds of our friends. The
impression prevalls ar

ong people grner-
ally that the temperature of the moun-
tain air at this season must be very low,
and consequently that we must have suf-
fered acutely from the cold. On the con-
trary, we found that five degrees sabove
gero Is the lowest mark registered there
this Winter, and that of course in the
early moming. During the day the mer-
cury rises above the f(reezing point, and
the snow on the tree-tops melts o little.
You will be surprised, no doubt, when
I tell you that we found we were too
warmly clad and had to remove our coats
while making the ascent. So far as cold
is concerned. then, we suffered no Incon-
wvenlence! indeed, I may say that 1t moerely
intensified the pleasure of the trip, for
there 18 nothing quite so exhllarating as
brisk excrcise n a frosiy atmoisphone,
Twenty-four Miles on Skees,
“As regards the difficulties of the am-
oont, they are no greater at this time of
yéar than in the Bummer time. To be
sure, thers i a great deal mors snow
on the mountain now, and one would And
it very difficult, not to say !mposaible,
to make any progress through the deep
snow, unless provided with snowshoes or
with akees. We foresaw this, however, and
equipped oursclves with sakees and poles,
and thus made good headway. The skee,
as you may know, is & device Invented by
the Norweginns for use In traveling over
deep snow. It consists of A plece of hard
wood colght or ten feet in length and
turned up slightly at one end to prevent
the point from sticking into the snow and
tripping the runoner. It is fastened to the
feet by straps. in much the same way
as were the old Dutch skates which we
used to have when we were boys. In
ascending an Incline, the skee serves
merely az n snowshos: that Is, it gives a
troad basls to stand on and prevents
one from sinking into the snow. In de-
scending. It acts like & skate: Indeed, It
s a snow-akate, and is controlied and
guided just as an ordinary lce-skate Is
The pole which each man carries is about
12 feet lotig, and is provided with a flange
fastened a few inches above the lower
end. This flange keeps it from sinking
into the soft snow, hence In golng up the
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mountalin one uses It merely as a ciilmbing
pole. and in coming down It serves the
purpose of & balancing pole, such as rope-
walkers use. A person who knows how to
akate and |s not afraid to let himself go,
ecan learn the use of the skees In a very
short time: but one who is timid and is
afrald of a fall, even in the soft snow,
will have to be content to creep. Colonel
Hawkins had used the skeas when a boy,
but although neither Mr. Gorman nor
myself knew anything about them. we
had no trouble at all. We traveled 24
miles or more on our akees, and [ am sure
1 volce the opinion of the other members
of the party when I say that we enjoyed
every mile of It

*The origin of this ploneer Winter out-
ing to Mount Hood dates back to a few
years ago when Colonel Hawkins and

myoel! made a bicycle trip to Government
Camp in search of photographs Mine
Host Yocum, who !s In charge there, sug-
geated that, if we wanted to get views of
the mountain scenery when it 15 In gala
attire, we should come during the winter
The suggestion took root in my mind,
and when ! recalled It to Colonel Haw-
kins recently, he immediately became en-
thusiastic over it, and begnn to make the
necessary preparations Everything was
soon In readiness, and on the ith of Feb-
ruary we left Portland to underiake what
no other party had ever undartaken, the
ascent of Mount Hood In mid-Winter. We
were gone in all temn days from FPort-
land, and we feel amply repald for both
our time and our labor—or, shall I say,
our play?

“Chir route from Portland lay by way

winds which surround them. Enach tree
s surrounded by & deep well varying
from 3lx or eight to X feet In diameter
and from five to 15 feet in depth. These
weils are bow!l-shaped, and n man who
kad the misfortune to fall into one of
them wottld have no litile difficulty In
getting out Fortunately, none of us
had that experience.
Incomparnbhle Winter Sport.

“What do I consider the chief result of
trip?* Well, 1t has demonstrated one
thing which 1 think will, within a few
vears, be considered one of Portiand's
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maln attractions.
here within easy reach of the city a piaca
where the Winter sports, which we envy
the BEastern people, are placed at our
disposal throughout the Winter. And,
think of It! We don't have to walt “:~ the
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of Gresham and Sandy,- where we spent
the first night. The following night we
reachad Dutch Henry's. Thence we went
the usual road to Twin Bridges, and then
on skeea to Government Camp, where
we were welcomed by O, C. Yoeum, who
acted in the dual capacity of guide and
host while we were on the mountain. This
marks the first and less important part
of our trip. Our way from here lay
straight up the mountain till we reached
the wvast snow fleid, which lles on the
southern slope, and which s just viatbie
from Portland Many people have no
doubt often wondered about the appear-
ance of that great expanse of pure white
and =peculated on what it looks ilke when
covered with a recent fall of snow, but
I assure you that, no matter. how ex-
travagant their fancles concerning e
gllttering beauty, they did not excved the
reality. Ae It stretched out before and
above us, we could imagine nothing more
dazziingly beautiful The undulations of
ity surface and the sparkilng of the sun
on Its unsullled crvstals made it seem
like & vast sea hbesten inio [oam, pure
white and bathed In the radlance of an
unclouded sun

“1t took us five hours to go from Gov-
ernment Camp to the snow fleld, and one
hour to come Jdown, mest of which was
spent in getting through the timber close
to the snow line here. On the expanse
of the field, all we had to do was to bal-
ance ourselves and alide, but In the timber
we could not go raphily because of the
trats and the boles made by swiabing
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wenther to provide the snow for us; it i
there from the beginning to the e¢nd of
Winter, and all we bave to do ls to go
and enjoy . As I have aaid, the dIM-
culties of getting to Government Camp
are no greater ln Winter than in Sum-
mer, and a8 every man loves Winter
sports, 1 make the prediction that within
B very few years the sleeping echoes of
the mountains will be awakened by the
Jingle of the sleighbells and the joyous
ashouts of the ekee-ers as they glide over
the surface of the mow or extricate them-
seives from some bank Into which thelr
awkwardnetss has plunged them We
haven't much skating in this climate, but
we have perpetual skeeing prepared be-
fore us, and it s due to our own shorte
sightedness that we haven't long befors
this avalied ourselves of it
Unsurpasscd Scenery.
“Another thing. Words fail to describe
the beauty of the scenery, the trees laden
with thelr massive coverings of snow
lace-like Ice, but we have the camera o
reproduce 1t for us, and it will not be
long before amateurs will be making the
trip merely for the purpose of getting
photographs of the views. It |s bafing
to try to talk of some of the sights we
saw, The snow falis and loads the trees
with Its fleecy whitenesas till they can
bear no more; then the sun comes out
and meolita the snow, and the water freeses
and forms a fringe which closely re-
sembles the finest of laces. To getl a plo-

Concluded on Page Thirty-one)
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