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TODAT'S WEATHER—Light rain or snow;
southeasterly winds,

TYESTERDAY'S WEATHERMaximum tlem®
perature, B8 mintmum temperature, J4; Dpre-
cipitation, 0.04 Inch.
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A WORD OX DEMOCRACY.

Mr. W, E. H. Lecky, the noted hie-
torian and philomphical writer, In his
book, “Democracy and Liberty,” takes
& view of demucracy which ia too super-
ficial and pessimisiic to have come from
one of a0 much celebrity as himself In
the lMterary world, “One of the great
divigions of politics in our day.,"” he
sayE, '‘is coming to be whether in the
last resort the world shall be governed
by its igmorance or by its intelligence,
According to one party, the preponder.
ating power should be with education
and property; sccording to the other,
the ultimate source of power, the su-
preme right of appeal and of control,
belonge legitimately (o the majority of
the mation told by the head—or, In
other words, to the poorest, the mopt lg-
norant, the most incapable, who are
necesmarily the most numerous. It is a
theory which assuredly reverses all the
past experience of mankind. In every
Neld of human enterprise, in afl the com-
petitions of life, by the lnexorable law
of Nature, superiority lies with the few,
and mot with the many, and success can
only be attained by placing the gulding
power mainly in their handa™

This s clearly and stroogly stated.
Yet it i» supgrficial. No present govern-
ment i» the mere creature of today., It
Is & vast framework of human experi-
ence, based on historical development
Irving behind and largely directing pres-
ent actlon. Democracy nowhere—cer-
tainly not gince the French Revolution—
breaks abruptly with the past. It acta
through representative Institutions,
holding strongly to the experience and
wisdom of the past, yet working con-
tinually in new directions and for new
or additional objectas. Therefore It can-
net be called the rule of the Ignorance
of today, moved by Ita passion, and =0
foreordained to fallure. It is an active
and positive forge behind the constitu.
tion, but regulated and gulded by
constitution, In which a vast sum of ex-
perience 1s stored up, to be drawae upon
for corrective uses Democracy as a
form of the state mever can quite ruh
into democracy as a form of govern-
ment. The limitations established by
institutions are & many and strong that
it I iImpossible, and in them democracy
finds its own safety and preservation,

Professor Giddings, of Columbla Unl-
versity, in his book on “Democracy and
Empire,” makes it clear that the state
behind the conatitution aever can be ab-
solutely democratic. For differences of
mental ability and moral power will al-
ways exist among men; and by a law
that is as absolute in the realm of mind
s the law of gravitation Is in the phys-

1o belleve dicta instead of thinking
propositions, to Imitate examples
instead of them. These
conditions cease (o operate
as checks u . Professor

norance, but through thelr deference to
humbugs, great scoundrels, great
priests or men. It will probably
be sald that the unscrupulous “hoss" is
uct of democracy; but there are
-reasons for belleving that the
of cause and effect is Inverted in
assumpticns. The existence of the

;
i

~It never is so hopeless for democracy
as philosophersa of the class of Mr. Lecky
fear. Hereln is the reason why democ-
racy still exists, still makes progress,
still justifies itesif to the world, against
the predictions of all giocomy prophets

The big twenty-story steel bullding
-at the southeast corner of Twenty-third
anéd Broadway, New York, known as the
Fiatiron, is a wonder In its way. Its
architect was a genius of & peculiar
type, and his achievement ls pecullar In
more ways than one. He has succeeded
In the constructlon of a bdbuilding the
like of which is found nowhere else in
gll the worid, But this is not all. He
bas raised a veritable breeze that with
Its erratic currests and cross-currents
has played most unssemly pranks with
the clothing of women, the hats of men
and the umbrellas of all who ventured
within the wind of Hs commotion.
Naturally, the comer Is shunned by pe-
destrians, and business in“the locality
lage. Relations between the owners of
the Flatiron and other property-owners

pea] has been made to the courts for re-
Het, If the bullding l= the public nuls-
ance that it is deciared to be, and is a
damage to adjacent propernty. as set
forth in the formidable complaint en-
tered againet It, there l& but one source
of relief. 1If this is decreed, the razing
of the great steel and stone plle will be
even a greater undertaking than was its
construction

TAXATION OF CORPORATIONS.

A pominal tax on lncorporation paperse
and & nominal annual tax on capital
stock, such as the House of Represen-
tatives favors at Selem, may jusiiy be
imposed on all corporations alike, as an
approximate return for various privi-
ieges enjoyed by corporations, chief of
which Is the limited llabliity of share-
holdere. But any further application
of “taxes om corporations” if just and
valid, must be guided by understanding
of the privileges received by wvarious
classes of corporations from the locall-
tics where they operate,

That is to say, there are corporations
and corporations. We have great corpo-
rations In the enjoyment of public ease-
ments, where the community gives to
them and protects them ln a monopoly
of eertaln valuable rights, and where
a large part of thelr eamning power con-
siots in public streets used by the cor-
poration as freely as if it owned them;
and, on the other hand, we have corpo-
rations that are engaged in purely pri-
vate enterprise, with mo advantages
given them by the public, over indlvid-
uvals or parinerships In the same line
of businesa

The measure of a corporation’s, as of
an Individual's or a partnership’s, debt
to the public i the special advantage it
derives from the public. If a corpora-
tions runs a sawmill, or a tannery, or a
flour mill, in direct competition with
other sawmlills, tanneries or flour mills
that are run by Individuals and part-
cerships, there s mo rule In justice or
expediency by which the corporation
can be taxed invidiously ss compared
with ite individual or partnership com-
petitora The mere fact that & corpora-
tion i= a corporation is not enough. It
must be shown to have privileges that
ecall for unusual remuneration to the
community,

On the other hand, the enjoyment of
monopolistic advantages by Individuals
or partnerships entitles them to the
same treatment that we should accord
to the corporation n equivalent case. If

his monopoly of that street for street-
car purposes would demand as high
taxation ns would the same momopoly
now enjoyed by the Portland Rallway |
ecorporation. 1If one man had the ex-
cluslve right to run a ferry at Stark
street, and no other ferry were allowed
uron a mile of the water front, and
there were oo bridges—so it wWas

the Washington-street car line belonged |
to one men and were run in his name, |

and cureing the hishop walking In free-
dom and bleswing the people In the sun-
light. Louls XI pardoned him on his
accession to the throne in 1461, and Vil
lon at last had light, freedom and lejs-
ure enough to write his famous work,
““The Large Testament,” for this nota-
ble eriminal had an griginal and vigor-
oun literary genius, t has given him
& permapent niche of fame as the
founder of French literature, its first ar-
ticulate volce, There i» an pocent of
Vitlon in Byron's Don Juan miod, and
in the racy, humorous baliads o1 Burns
Like Burns, Villon had a singular power
of compression, homely vigor and ro-
bust vivacity of epithet; he dslighted In
local personalitles, and was Intensely in-
terested in low life. Villon's writing Is
full of color, i» elogquent and pictur-
eSquUe,

This extraordinarily gifted gallows
bird was the one great writer of his
age and country. Before 1542, in the very
dawn of printing, the works of Villon
ran through seven different «ditions. He
was the forerunmer of those modern
Frenchmen whose callous way of look-
Ing upon the sorddd and ugly side of
life has become a speclfic feature in the
Hterature of France. The world which
Villon describes is Parls of the fifteenth
contury—full of famine, shame, crime
and death, Wantons of both sexes
ewagger half nude in the streets, and
the gibbets are crowded with decaying
forma. There Is nothing to be peen but
sordid misery and eavagery among the
common people, and drunkenpess and
feasting among the nobility and the
priest=  Villon had 2 mind a» subtle as
that of Falstaff, and as obscene, He
has been described as & man of rare
native genlus for lterary expression,
“whose eyves were sealed with hls own
fiith, who In the pasrow dungeon of his
soul was alway® mumbiing crusts and
pleking vermin.” His temper o alwave
evil, Ironical, insincere; he whines pa-
thetically one minute, and the next
makes Insulting grimaces at you from
his perch above the gallowse His social
philosophy is that of the fellow in Burng
“Jolly Beggare” who shouts: 4

Courts are made for cowands,
Liberty's a glorious feast

Like all men of supréeme sensuality of
mpirit, Villon was sincere in his plty and
horror of death. His fines: ballads are
those which treat of death as the great
leveler; his highest poetic flight & found
in his expression of terror and lamenta-
tion about death, He s an unrepentant
thief, with a lingering terror of an after
world. In a spirit of grim humeor In
one of his poems Villon bequeaths his
spectacles to the Hospltal for Blind
Paupers. Thus equlpped, 1ot the blind
paupers gn and separate the good from
th}o bad In the Cemetery of the Inno-
cents. What does It matter that in iife
some of the dead slept in state beds and
fed on cakes and cream? Here they all
e, trodden In the mud, the large eotate

in former times—then his taxes
should be just what a corporation simi-
jarly circumstanced would have to pay.
If Fourth street is given over to the éx-
clusive use of one raliroad, it matters
nothing whether that road is owned and
ron by an individual, a partnership or
a corporation.

The essential thing ia that these great
benefits and resources, belonging to the
public, but used by private enterprise
as If It owned them, are part of the
property of the people s a whele and
mus be made to yield a return to the
people as-a whole, as naturally and in-
variably as rolling-stock, electric power,
light wires and telegraph polea gas
mains sad telephone equipments yleld
a return to thelr owners,

This return must in all cases be just
and fair to the taxed as well as to the
publie, and should be carefully adjusi-
ed; but it is not nullified or minimized
by afly nominal corporation tax levied
by the state or any license on street-
cars collected by the city; and while
the state may very properly supple-
ment the corporation tax with a cén-
tralized arrangement for appralging the
value of raliroad, telegraph and other
corporate property In the wtate, the
principal load of taxstion for the cor-
porations which enjoy the use of the
sireele must aris from the local com-
munity that extends these valuable con-
cessiors through Ita charters and fran-
chises.

VAGABOND MAN JF GENIUS.

Mr. Sothern e now playing in New
York City the part of the fifteenth-cen-
tury vagabond, poet and criminal, Fran-
cois Villon, and there is small doubt that
it will prove & popular representation,
for Villon stood for that rare and curi-
ous mixture of wit, genius and gross de-
pravity that ls alwaye a captivating
part upon the stage because of its vio-
lent contrasts of Intellectual gifte and
moral barrenmness. It i= this contrast
that makes Sir Glles Overreach, Rich-
ard, Falstaff, lago, Louls XI of France
20 ¢ffective dramatie figures, The mar-
vel is that the dramatic value of Villon
has not been appreciated long ago, for
be confalned In him much of the violent
intellectual and meral contrast that we
find in Falstaff We can trace the In-
spiration of Villon In the current of
Rabelais, and we can trace the influence
of Rabelals in Shakespeare’s delineation
of Falstaff and his foul-tongued, ob-
sconé companions and follgwera

Villon was born in troublous times
when the hangman was constantly busy
swinging ts from the Paris gib-
bete. He of low, mean extraction,
but became & student of the University
of Paris at 17, where he remained four
‘vears and took his degree as master of
arts. He was always a truant student,
who his @ights In riot. He ac-
quired"the mercst smattering of knowl-
edge, and was pre-eminent for early
implety and idiemess. He confesses that
with the connilvance of his lady jove he
was unmercifully beaten, “like dirty
imen on a washboard,” by his rival for
her affections. Viilon wae greedy of all
pleasures, had Hitle money and no dig-
nity of character, and naturaily became
first the intimate of criminals and then
a criminal himeelf. He had a knack of
making ribald versee, and accepted his
bread on disgraceful teims, as many
men of his evil passions, L.at destitute of
his geniua, do today. At 24 he was tried
for murder, but was saved from the gal-
jows by a parden from the King. He
belonged to & band of thieves and house-
breakers. While he was absent in An-
gers planning the robbery of his uncle,
who was a monk, three of Villon's fel-
low-thieves were sent to the gallows,
and on his return he was arrested.| He
was “put to the question™ by water
until “his dbowels were flooded and his
heart stood sill.” He was condemned
to be hanged, but his sentence was com-
muted to banishment to Roussillon by
the Parliament of Paria

At 3 we find this student, poet and
housebreaker in a aoisome pit, where he

and the small estate, sounding virtue
and adrolt or powerful vice, In very
much the same condition—a bishop not
to be distinguished from a lamplighter
with even the atrongest spectaciea
Bhakespeare makes Falstaff utter the
eynical philosophy of Villon an orinary
matters of life; but, like Villon, Falstaf
will not jest about him own death, for
when he Is asked, "When wilt thon
begin to patch up thine old body .or
h#aven?" he answers: ¢

Do not speak like & death's head;

Do not bid me remember mine end
There have been many men of notable
literary wmenfus who were stained by
vices, but Vilion is one of the very few
whose whale life wae a record of crime,
His philomophy logically implied disbe-
liaf in conscious iife beyond the tomb,
for he had noune of that fine spirit which
made modern agnosticd, like Darwin
and Huxley, say with Matthew Arnold,
“Hapth, men no specond life? Pitch this
one high."

.

AN OUTDATED TREATY,

By the treaty of Paris in 1856, which
ended the Crimean War, Russia was
forbidden to build & war navy In the
Biack Sea. This claves was deflnitely
repudiated by Russia as soon as the
Franco-Prussian War broke out In 1870,

ready to fight the Czar, and the Lon-
don convention of 1871 recognized the
right of Rumssia to maintain a navy In
the Euxine. At the same time it was
agreed that the Sultan thereafter should
have the right to opea the Turkish
etraiis In time of peace to the war-
ships of friendly powers, In order to se-
cure the observance of the treaty of
1856.! Oa this clause of the London
convention of 1871 the Saitan cialms the
legal right to allow the Russian war-
ships to pass through the Dardanelles,
as they did the other day, In the shape
of two unarmed Russian torpedo-boat
destiroyere. Of course, this claim is a
mere pretense, Inasmuch as the present
condition® were not cgntemplated by
the London provise. It makes mo prac-
tical diference that the Russian vessels
were unarmed, for at Sebasfopol the
destroyeras will receive thelr batteries
and become fighting craft.

With the passage of these Rusaslan
war vessels from the Dardanellea the
famous Paris treaty of 1866 la practical-
ly swept away. This treaty, under
which Austria, France and Great Brit-
aln guaranteed the integrity and Inde-
pendence of the Ottomam Empire, fell
to the ground in 1577, when these gov-
eraments falled to prevent Russia’s muo-
tilation of Turkey. Of course, if Rus-
slan war vessels may pass In and out
of the Datdaneiles with the approval
of the Bultan, there would seem to be
no good reason why a British war ves-
o=l might not pas: the straits In time
of peace; and If a torpedo-boat destroy-
er may pass the siraits, why mnot a
battle-ship or & whole fleet? Great
Britain's recent protest had no effect
upon the SBultan, because none of the
other powers signatory to the Paris
trealy of 1556 jolned in the protes,
France s the ally of Rusia. The Em-
pire of Germany had no existence In
1856; but today Germany interpoees: no
objection om the ground that mo Ger-
man Interests are Involved. With
France and Germany silent, of course,
the Sultan granted the Russian demand
for the practical extinction of the hu-
miliating treaty of 1888, which Ruseia
was justified In repudiatiang at her
earliest opportunity.

The treaty of 1556 ls really obsolete
from a dipiomatle standpoint, becauss
it rests upon conditione that have qot
endurad and cannot endure. Russia is
4 powerful nation of 120,000,000 peopls;
she 1s seeking to expand as a naval and
commercial power. Her Baltle ports are
ice-locked In Winter, ard she l= entitled
to Ingrese and egress through the Turk-
ish straits for her Black Sea harbors
To expect 10 bottle up Rursda la the
Biack Sea !s valn. She i» sure 10 seek
urrestrained passage for her Black Sea

was placed by order of the bishop of Or-
leans as & punishment for his crimea
Here he lay, gnawing hard crusts until]

afTected have become strained, and ap-

. hls teeth were llke the teeth of & rake

fleets to the outside world, for with-
out this freedom she cannot fully enjoy
national life. She will not stay bottled
Inp in the Euxine any more than we

Great Britaln protested, but was not |

of superfor force, to be bottled up In
the waters of & river like the Missis-
sppl and aever suffered td become a
part of the world's great deep-o2a ma-
rine. In the last century the so-called
Eastern question was a vital part of
the political polley of Great Britain.
Great Britain sought to checkmate Rus-
sia’s every advance on Constantinople
and up to 1870 was successful in her
efforts to prevent the access of Rus
slan sea power to the Mediterranean,
It was & mean policy, and it has final-
Iy collapsed; for Great Britain is not
prepared today to go to war, as she was
in 1864 and In 1878, to circumvent the
natural and reasonable efforts of Rus
£ia to obialp searcom for her Increas
ing wea power In the ‘Mediterrancan.
Russia's grasp on Turkey was broken
in 1829, and again in 1854, and the treaty
of Beriln In 1578 robbed Russia of all
the frults of her victorious campaign of

1877.

(!ru: Britain Is face to face with new
eonditions elece she occupled Egypt and
obtaleed control of the Suex Canal, It
ls clear that while the British govern-
ment protested against the passage of
the Turkish stralts by the Russian de-
Stroyers, there is no probabllity that
her ministry will proceed further in the
matter. Today the Czar and the Kalser
rather than Great Britain dominate the
Sultan at Constaatinople. The Kalser
and Czar suffered the Sultan to worry
Greece to death when she Interfered in
behalf of Crete, and the Sultan knows
that the Czar Is under strong pressure
1o join with Austria to put an end to
disorder In Macedonia and Altania.

Rusela is reluctant (o resort to arms
and Is trying to nduce the Bultan ln
his own interest to reform abuses in
Macedonia. The Sultan felt it was not
a good time o crome the Czar, 0 he
vieided to his ¢emand for the passage of
Russian war vessels from the Mediter-
ranean to the Black SBea. It was a just
and reasonable demand; but the Sultan
woilld probably mot have granted it If
there had been a united protest from
Great Britala and Germany, or Great
Britain and France: but Great Britain
made the only protest, and the Sultan
cast Ris lot with the strongest It is
no longer 1856, France, which was Eng-
land’s ally then, I8 the ally of Russia,
and Germarny says with Bismarck on a
former occasion that the whole business
Is not worth to Germany *“the bones of
awingle Pomeranian grenadier.”

—

“CHILDREN OF THE COAL SHADOW"™
Under the above head appeare in the
currént number of McClure's Magazine
a vivid and most searching contribution
to what may be called the literature of
the coal strike. Not only the coal strike
that lately threatened to paralyze the
Inmlustries of a wide eccilon, caused a
coal famine in the grea: citice of ths
East and Middle West, sent the poor by
thousands shivering to their beds and
by hundreds to the hoepitals, but the
coal sirikes of half a generatlon, this
article explains by its simple present-
ment of the child life of the “nine hard-
coal countiez of Pennsylvanin.” The
writer, Francls H. Nichols, lately made
a complete tour of the reglon designated
by s inhabltants as “anthracite,” and
his findinge are embodied in statements
that the civilized world should read,
and, reading, ponder thoughtfully.

Mr, Nichols begins with the statement
an deduced from personal observation
that practically the whole population of
the mine counties is discontented. Let
us Imagine, If we can, a community
thronged with laborers, nearly every
man of whom has a grievance and lives
in a state of protest, in which protesting
state wives and mothers joln, sharing
with their husbands and son® a deep
sense of wrong and lojustiee, and we
can perhaps dimly comprehend the at-
moesphere and life nto which the “child
of the coal shadow"” Is born. Think of a
childhood the first recollections of which
are of the mother's compinints at the
exorbitant prices charged at the “com-
pany store,” the father's cursss at the
injustice of some *“docking boss" or a
sister's s0bs when a 10 per cent reducs
tion has been declared at the knitting
mill! Encompassed thus early by the
coal shadow, the child learns to grapple
with its grimy phantoms, and from the
first, fiercely. All too acon they become
the reallties of his existence, and his
whole life ls one sullem conflict with
them. Every child of Anthraclte who is
10 yeara old has passed through at least
two great strikes, and his vocabulary s
formed of thelr mutterings, before and
after, Idle men talk of the “rights of
labor” and the “wickedness of riches”;
deputies armed with rifles guard the
company's property; a detachment of
militia is encamped at the foot of the
etreet; the mother goes once & week to
the “district local” to receive her dole
of relief funds; the father at anight at-
tende secret meeling® of the union; the
word “scab™ standp for the worsi crime
a man can commit, and the goal of the
child's ambition—boy or girl—iz to “Join
the union.” )

The aquurseries of the boys of the coal
shadow are the company's breakers; the
nurseries of the girls are the mill or fac-
tory that has come to Anthraclte be-
cause here "girl labor ls plentiful and
cheap.” The dutler of the boys consist
in picking the slate.from the coal as,
having been crushed, it passes the work-
ers In chutes Thelir labor day ls ten
hours long—eleven hours when the col-
Hery lo running under “full-capacity or-
ders’; the average wage o 70 ceats a
day, and Is no greater for eleven than
for ten hours. There are between 20,000
and 35,000 of these juvenile coalworkers
who with stooped shoulders, finger nalls
worn down to the quick, and fingers
sometimes bleeding from the chafing of
the coal, toll year in and year out In
the “breakers,” with bitlerness in their
hearts against thelr employers. Later
they swell the membership of the union,
recruit the ranks of the sirikers, make
war upon “scabs” and look upon wealth
as the accumulation of systematle rob-
bery.

The parents of thess children are Ig-
norant and vengeful; thelr employers
have stified humane instincte in busl-
oees nterewts, and in the conflier that
Is engendered between need and greed,
botween Ignorance and power, the chil-
drén of the coal shadow mre ground as
between the upper and the nether mill-
stone, As Mr. Nichols puts lt, “their
parents, driven by what they think 1o
aecessity, forswear them into bondage
in flagrant vidiation of the chlid-labor
law of the state; thelr employers, com-
pelled by what they regard as economis
forces, grird them to hatred: the siate,
ruled by influences, refrains from Inter-
meddling; the rest of the world doesn't

S0 the shadow of the coal heap lies
dark upen the children as they grow up
to be men and womesn. Within a few
years the breaker boy -wiil be a miner;
it 1s the only trade with which he s
famillar, and his lack of education
makes commercial life or Industrial
growth |mpossible to him. He will

T

“would consent. except by the pressure

the only place in whieh a hard.coal
miner can follow his trade. The mill-
girl will marry early in life; her hus-
band will Be a miner, They will both
be American cltizens—he a voter, she a
discontented mother of volers—and they
will remalin in the coal shadow.
Manifestly, this Is a conditlon that no
coal commission can reach—that no
spirit of conciliation or inquiry as ap-
plied to its present status can abrogate,
Contradictory evidence will be elletted—
plenty of it—since all depends upon the
poipt of view, which in this Instance s
so widely divergent that to bring it to
the enme focus !z impcsalble. Will it be
surprising, therefore, If the eminent
men who have patiently given ear for
many weeks to the testimony of the con-
flicting elements in Anthracite should
fail to effect a reconcillation of their
differsnces?
—
DEATH IN THE LAST DITCH.

All the world loves the lover oo more
than it Joves the man who nalls his
colors to the mast and goes down shout-
ing defiance to his foe. A few of this
irreconcilable type of fighters voted for
Harold Preston on the last deciding bal-
lot of the Sematorial contest at Olympia
last weak. Much as we may rejolce In
the result they strove to avert, much
&85 we may deplore the political judg-
ment which barred ithem from the fruite
of victory, we can but admire thelr
sieadfnstness. They are descencants of
the 0ld Guard of Emperor Napoleon,
and of Graut's 306 at Chicago,

Poligeal life ls dominated by expedi-
ence—a maxim of Durke that ls as
sound in philcsophy a=a it is shrewd in
practice, There are In politics no fixed
principles, no axioms ms of the exact
sclerces. Ip geometry the shortest dis-
tance betweéen two points i» always and
easily the stralght line, but in human
affairs the longest way round ls often
the shortest way home. Statesmanship
is a record of compromises, and as an

Is the gift of finding the resultant

f complex and apparently irreconcil-
able forces. The ideal In politics is al-
most wnlformly the unattalrable The
best that can be done is usually far
short of the hest that might be done.

But coexistent with this enthronement
of the practical which alms at resulis
goes along that propensity of human
nature which prizes fidelity above suc-
cesn, and prefers defeat to a victory
gained by & change of programme.
Some men are so constituted that they
cannot, like the wise General, remodel
the plan of campaign In the very stress
of battle, Unable ltke tKe willow to
bow before the storm. they cheerfully
submit to be broken like the stubborn
pine. The end they have immediately
in view absorbe thelr attention and en-
listas their loyalty so that it becomes to
them the sole desideratum, to abandon
which would s=em to them treachery.

The car of progress is often halted,
therefore, by the loyalty of men 1o
principles, to country, to leaders. Prin-
ciples we have put first, because in the
last analysis consclence will stand su-
perfor to law. The executioner has led
to the block as lofty souls as stood witly
Leonidas at Thermopylae, and so Ireland
and Poland and Montenegro attest the
elemental digmity of soul-that may
withhold as it may yleld adherence to
the prevalling ruler, while such careers
as Galileo, Columbus and Luther show
how powerlems outer forms of organ-
ized soclety are to hold the man of high
soul and lrrefragable resolve.

Men are secondary to principles; and
yet there is no more lovable tralt than
personal loyaliy 1o & leader, in loss or
triumph. The Irreconcilables of rellg-
lon, war, diplomacy amd politics have
left a prouder memory to thelr deacend-
ants than they who left the falilng
standards of a falllng chief to rally
round the coming hero. Dramatic sto-
ries have been built =around devoted
bands that adhéred in moments of ap-
parent fall to Robert Bruce, to Riche-
Usu, to Washington. Nor do they excel
in compeling power the fidelity of other
valimnt ones to the Lost Cause in all
history—the Royalists In the French
Revalution, Tell of Switzerland, Mary
at the cross, Thaddeus of Warsaw, Em-
mett of Ireland, and the leaders of our
own Confederacy.

The substance of tha matter Is that
differenit ends appeal to different minds
with variant force, To some men it ls
the summum bonum to be found at
every battle’s end on the winning side.
Success to some means the usufruct of
victory, and to others the aturdy main-
tenance of & cause or a personal adher-
ence, ao matter how deep the oblivion
or how sharp the pangs of defeat. To
g0 down with colors flylng and like Cy-
rano, with no etain of weakening on his
proud white plume, is dearer. to some
hearts than to win a kingdom with the
cucaing artsof opportuniam. Complex as
human life Is, these antagonisiic ideals
are often blemded in practice; but exi-
gencles are pretty sure to arise with
every cause and with every man when
the support he needs Is not that of the
band-wagon variety, but that which will
Jie in the last ditch,

Oh! such o friend he s indesd,
Whate'er his lot may be,

A ralnbow on Lhe storm of life,
An anchor on its ses.

It hag been suggested that the initia-
tive and referendum amendment may
have produced yet another uncertalnty
in addition to the numerous progeny al-
ready in evidence, and that !s the pos-
sibility of enacting laws by jolat resolu-
tion as i» done in Congresa The sectlon
of the state constitution amended origi-
nally provided “and no Iaw shall be en-
acted except by blIL™ In drawing up
the amended form of the soction, this
clauese was omitted. The matier seems
largely an academic question, however,
ap all proposed enactments so far are by
biil anyhow, -

The Crown Prinece of Saxony, because
of his inability, due to his rank, to chal-
lenge Professor Glron to mortal com-
bat, has remounced his succession to the
throge In favor of hie young son.  Truly
this royal palr of Saxony has made a
mess of {t. The world look® on unsym-
pathizingly, tired of the story of social
indecency and marital Infidelity to
which thelr actions and wranglings
have glven tongue.

Represeptative Adams, from the hos-
pital at Walla Walla, rises 10 remari
In 2 manner not molacing to,certaln am-
bitlors. But Mr. Adams !s privileged.
A member of the Legislaiurg cannot be
questioned for word= spoken In debate.

Eleet Senxtora by the people. It Is
Idle to preétend that jegislators can do
thelr duty by the state when they are
laboring la the stress of Senatorial con-
tests like that now on at Salem and the
one just concluded at Olympia,

The gold standard, we are Informed,
has reiged prices until it costs too much
to live. It was also the gold standard,
remember, that depressed prices so ruin-

nave to live in Aathracite, because it is

ously a few years ago. ¥

FIVE-MISUTE BOOK TALES.

No. le=Works of Jean Jl_e!'lﬂ
Rousscnm.

The morbld egotiam and sentimental sen-
suallity of Jean Jacques Rouessau are not
&s remarkable as his eloquence and wealth
of phllosophic thought. Of his own show-
ing he was weak, depraved and suspiclous,
but his pen has been described, without
question by those who know the whole
range of his productions and are not con-
tent to read him only as far as his un-
wholesome autoblographical revelations
can take them—as the greatest literary
force of modern times. It hao served
largely to mold political thought and theo-
rles and systems of education, and has
given the world a deep Insight into the
passionaie recesscs of the human heart,
In Rousseau—perhape nowhere else to the
same degree—is shown. as one observes,
“the effect of nature an the feelings and
of the feellngs on the anpects of nature.”
Where can be found a writer more Im-
pressed with the beauty and splendor of
natural objecta? He hms been described
As a senilmental Delst, but surely he woa
more than this who wrote one of the
pasages I have selected for guotation
and part of which will be found bdelow.
Minute =nd paltry and sometimes o-an-
dalous gorslp of which he haa sadiy too
much for the reader who is not making
a study of an extraordinary character,
presents a striking contrast with his suh-
lime and devout poefsagcs. The man of
unclean imagination aley finds & congonial
comparison In an author at whose feet
sit statesmen, poets, hlstorians, philoso-
phers and divines.

His unamiable pecullarities of character
are attributed to Insanity, to the at times
seTlously disordered condition of mighiy
faculties of mind and soul. In fhany re-

speets hig life was unfortunate, “‘wretch
even then, life's journey just begun';
his mother. the daoghter of a minlster,

dying at the time of his birth. His father,
a wiatchmaker of Genova, saw little of
him after ke wns 10 years old, when his
mother's relgtions sssumed care of the
singular child. By various means he ac-
quired what may be called a llberal edu-
cation, for it eomprieed o knowledge of
the learned langunges, and gave hie genluy
abounding case and foree in the use ol
his pen, He solaced the divers perplexi-
ties of hism iife with music, in which he
manifested excellent faste both as a per-
former and composer, although he never
reached the helghts of great achieves
ment in the knowledge of that art, IHe
received much kindness whorever he Jlved
but geems to have been an unamiable man,
Incurring dislike unnecessarily amd ever
ready to belleve that his best friends were
tresicherous; as one has written, “he
ehricked at his enemics and suspecied his
friends.”” There s nothing eurprising,
however much to be regretied, In the fact
that he Incurred persecutidh, living at a
perind when departures from conventional
oplnion were not regarded as charitably
or negilgently as they are In these days.
His residences wese In eeveral countries
berides his natlve Switzeriand, including
a period in England, where ho was hospi-
tably recelved by David Hume and other
eminent persons. The troubled life of
Jean Jacques Roussean ended in 1775, when
he was 08 years of age. Portralts of the
phllosopher suggest the studiousnesa and
hunted diversity of his caresr. Of much
that has been written of Rousseau the
best io.a work by Joha Morley.

The principal works of the Genevan phi-
losopher are the “Nouvelle Heloise," the
“Contrat Soclal” and “Emile,” whichjmay
be deacribed gencrully as respectively em-
bodying his principles of morality, politics
and education. All three created a pro-
found Impression. A brief summary ol
his teaching must be inadequate; he taught
the sufficiency of nature as a guide, the
human belng having a sense of right and
wrong and a preference for the good, and
these are anthkloted to selfishness and lm-
morality; regarding ail men as born free,
he taught the sovercignty of the people
as the basis of his political creed; educa-
tion Is the development of the individual
character, and the child should be the
pupil of nature rather than of the school-
master, satlefied with Httle and therefore
mindful of the rights of others as of his
own. That eminent educator Pestajoxz|
wias Indebted to Rousscau fgr principles
embodled In his humane and succeasiul
system. How fer the poilitical thought
and events of the latter part of the 1§th
century were created and Influenced by
Roussean needs no {llustration. The world
owes him an incalculable debt of gratitude.
His weaker and viclous pecullarities of
character and hls whims and absurdities
and oceasional rash and egotistical imple-
ty of expression are the baser elements

In an alloy contalnlng not a little pure
gold.

It s time to quote—much lees than Is
desirable. Here Is a charcter'astic bit of
| Introspective writing from his ac¢ount of
| the performance of his “Devin du village™
| at Fontainebleau, before the King:

1 was on that day in the mme careless un-
dresn a3 oeexl; with & lgng beard aod wix
badly combed Comsidering this want of de-
cency as mn act of cournge 1 entersd the
theater wherein the King, Queen, the royal
family and the whole court were to enter im-
medintely after. [ was conducied to & box by
M. de Cury, and which belonged 1o him. It
was ary spacious, dpon the stage and oppo-
ste to a Jemer, but more elevatsd one, In
which the King mat with Madame de Pompa-
dour. As 1 was surrounded by women, and
the only man in front of the box, 1 had no
doubt of my  baving been placad there pur-
posely to be expomed to view. As soon as the
thenter was lighted up, fnding [ was In the
midst of people all extremely well dressed, 1
began to be less at my ease, and asked mysalf
if 1 wos in my place? Whether or not I was
properiy dressed? After a few minutes of In-
quistude: Yes, replied L with an Intresidity
which perhaps proceedid more from the im-
possibility of retracting, than the force of all
my reasonink. 1 am n my piace, hecause 1
am going 1o sce my own plece performed, to
which 1 have been invited, for which riason
enly I came bere; and after all, no person has
A Eraater right than 1 bave to reap the fruit
of my iabor and talemin. [ am dreased as
usual, nelther better nor worse, 2ad i | e
begin to subject myself to pablle eulolun, 1
gball ahortly become & slave to It In every-
thing. To be always comsistent with mymell,
I ought not to blush, in any pilace whatsver,
at beine dremsed In a mapner suttable to the
state [ have chosen My exterior sppeararce
is simple, but neither dirty nor slovenly: nor
i & beard either of these In itael!, because It
Is given ua by Nature, and according 1o time,
piace and custom ls someiimies an orpament
I'esple think | am ridiculous, nay even abwurd;
but what siznlfies this o me® [ ought to
know how to bear censure and ridicule, pro-
*\-M 1 do not deserve them,

Roveseay writea grandly of the guospel

which be calls “this divine book. the only

one necessary for o Christian, and the
most useful of all to every one, even
hough pot a Chrlstian.” 'Tls here that

he says, “If ¢ae life and death of Socrates
are thuse of a phiicaopher, the life and
demth of Jesus are those of a god" “The
majesty of the Scriptures astonishes me;
the holiness of the gospel speaks to my
heart.””

1 lay down my pen with a quotation
which the young theclogian would do wise-
I¥ to commit to memory:

God la an intellipent belng: but, n what
manner s Le 50T Man s Intellgent wien be
reasons, but the Suprime intelligence has no
nsed of redeoning: for that being there are
reither premipes, COnseqUences RLOr #ven propo-
stiens; It s porely Intultive, it sees squally
what It is, and whatever it can be. - All truths
are to this Being as oma idea only, as all
places are one siagle woint, and ail eternity

ane moment.
HENRY G. TAYLOR.

NOTE AND COMMENT

Such a sidewalks!

: Isn‘'t It about time the camphor balls
were put in that Texas dress-suit joke?

" The higher the fence the lower the
epinfon the famiiles on each side of it
entertain for esch other.

The alr of Palermo has done Mr. Schwad
great deal of good.—Forelgn news dispatch.
Not too hot—just comforiably wairm,
The kind that meets the American mil-
Honaire in all the European watering-
piaces.

It is a new phllosophy which makes
a ball given by church members on Sun.
day non-sacrilegious becauss the pro-
ceeds don't go for the benefit of ths
church.

Alaska Is unquestionably entitled to
& delegats In Congress. Both her pro-
posed railroad lines and her proposed oil
dizcoveries are controlled by proposed
trusts.

The Chinese cooks and waltors will lay
aside thelr pipes and thelr holiday cos-
tames and go back to work this morn-
ing, to find that they have n labor fight
on their hands. Heap bad jess! What
for so much punk?

Bpeculation as to who shall succeed Sep~
ator Burton in INT is {die for the reason,

observes the Kansas Clty Star, that a
Kentucky evangelist has glven noties
that the world will come to an end Feb-
ruary 1. 1805,

Let It be remembered that it Is the
Minnesota Leglslature and oot the

Minnesota girl that ls clamoring for the
enactment of an ant-kisalng law. To us
it seems opposed to the prevalling growth
of reciprucal relutlons, for nobody Is
likeiy to want to kiss the lLegislature.

Portland physicians want to have the
next annual copvention of the American
Laryngoiogical, Rhinnlogicil and - Otolog-
leal Soclety held here. So do we. There
is something about the pame of the or-
ganization which leads us 0 the bellef
that the Portland cllmate would suit it

Our talented dramatie critic says that

“Carmen™ Is n pera, “alluring and
pathetic,” but here “is [ittle humor
In It." This is perhaps why the opern

company, wiich went Into the perform-
ance on an emply stomach after an all-
day jourmey, sang so sympathetically,

Bobble Burns was pralsed before the
Clan Macleay Friday night becauss he
had made the Scotch dialect Immaortal,
Everybody would applaud the sentiment
if there had been o dyvnasty of Bobhie
Burnses to keep It allve, but we suspect
that a goodly minority of thtse who read
the magazines would bave preferred to
sce it die with Bobble. Then it would
have been lmmortal

Congressman Littlefleld of Maine was
assuring =ome Washington correspond-
ents that journalistic taleat I2 not con-
fined to the Natlomal capital “Why, I
know of a reporter,” be sawd, “who waa
desceribing the wreck of a vessel on the
Muine const. This was one of his sen-
tences: ‘At the moment a giant wave
swept over the doomed craft, and six
poor sallors bit the dust.'™

A Los Angeles paper, speaking of the
Valdes & Yukon Rallroads, s=ys: Part
of the plan of the promoters ls to ultl
mately make In Valdes a sort of second
Monte Carlo, which will be the gaming
center on a grand scale of the American
mining population of the grest distriet,
where gold Is plenty and the gambling
gpirit is rife. In Canadinn territory gam-
bling Is suppressed and saloons regulated
to a degree that make the mining pop-
wiation continuilly chafe, and one of the
missions of the railroad wiil be to draw
the miners with thelr gold to the Valdes
Monts Carlo.

Mayor Evan P. Howell, of Atlanta, Ga.,
told a good story the other day in giving
an officiydl welcome to a conventlon of
physicians held in that elty.

“Shortly after the war," he =2aid, “an
old negro who was sick call=] In a doector,
After n diagnesis of the case the physi-
clan told the negro that he had dyspepsia.
No negro ever had this complaint before
the war and the patient did not. know
what it meant. When asked ss to his
dlet, he sald: ‘I eats cabbage, peas and
bacon.” ‘I would advise you,” sald the
physiclan, ‘to eat only animal food for
a while' Bevernl weeks later the doe-
tor called on the negro and asked as to
his condition. ‘1 can stan’ de cone an’
oats,’ sald the patlent, "but blame If I'se
gble to go de hay.""”

Jahn Mitehell told a story recently in
the Clover Club of Philadeiphia which
was of a certaln grim ‘humor. Mr.

Mitchell was in his first suit of evening
dress. He was talking about the serious-
ness of life, and his story bore out his
view, He sald there were two sisters,
seamsiresses, who lved In a little room
and ecarned thelr bread by sewing. They
were young and pretty, but they seldom
laughed; they « never wore comely
clothes; they did nothing but sit In &
stooped attitude, sewing all day aund a
good part of the evening. One night,
when she was quite worn out with labor,
the younger sald to the older sister: “Oh,
dear! I wish we were both dead!”" The
clder sister's mouth took on a grim smile
as she returned: *“Be atiil and work hard,
Business before pleasure.”

The poet of the Plttsburg Dispatch puts
it this way:
Now the milis of leglslation,
wd there throoghout the Natlon,
aaning o the limi of thelr speed;
1 ady s the grinding,
| Fur the staleamen keap on Anding
Piles of grist Lo Jam In hoppers that they feed.

With an esrnestnees surprising
Everything they're serulinizing,
Framing bills for whick (here ssems to be no
L1 T
Water, ¢arth and sky they're scanning
In the vigor of thelr planning—
Anyihing will suit o grinding oul more laws,

Though each state, as wrll as Nation,
Gagn on too moch leginlnzion,
Apd has laws for which there’'s not the slight-
etl Reed,
Bl the nomber kseps on growing,
And the statcamon Seep on hrowing
Grist and push the mills o limit of their speed.

Often there s sore vexation,
And at times there's indignation,
But ot last we to these laws may giadly turn:
For when scascer grows the fuel,
And men {ecl the pinch that's orusl,
They'll be thankful they have tons of laws to
burn.

Practice That Invelves PBanger.
Rochester (N, Y.) Heraid,
K!mball and Rose. the New York bonk-
ers, who certitled chicks for miltons
againet wind, have pleaded gullty w =
technical violation of the Nationu! bank-
ing act. The excus= that IL i1s done ln New
York by the varfous banks every duy
would seem to poiat to a source of finan-
cial danger which ought to be controlled
by the enforcement of the lnw. It would

probably put Tn end w a good deal of
recklons soécnlation,




