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IM THE ANECDOTES OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION AS TOLDOREGON DAQS OP 1857 BY JOHN R. McBRIDE, A SURVIVING DELEGATE

JOHN R-- McBRIDE, of
JUDGE who was a member of the Or-

egon Constitutional Convention of
1S57, delivered the following address before
the Oregon Historical Society Saturday.
December 20:

At the close of the Yakima Indian
"War of 1835-5- 6 Influences in favor of
statehood for Oregon became so ur-
gent that by a vote of the people of the
territory It was decided with practical
unanimity to send delegates to a conven-
tion to be held at the capital, to frame a
state constitution. The delegates were
elected Jn June, 1857, and the convention
met at Salem on the 17th of August fol-

lowing. It may be observed that General
Lane, Oregon's delegate in the United
States Congress, had Introduced a bill
prior to this time, authorizing the terri-
tory to frame a constitution and present
the same to Congress, but it had failed to
pass, and the final direct movement for
statehood was initiated entirely by the
territory. It was known that states had
been admitted to the Union without any
action by Congress authorizing it, and it
was .assumed that it was not a necessary
preliminary that this course should be
pursued.

The apportionment of delegates from the
different counties was made In the act
authorizing their election, based upon the
population of (he counties, as near as
could be ascertained, and was believed to
be fair.

The convention consisted of CO members.
Matthew P. Deady was elected presi-

dent and Chester N. Terry, secretary.
Political Complexion.

Politically, about three-fourt- were
chosen on regular Democratic tickets,
while the opposition was a mixture of
bolting Democrats, Independents, Old
Line Whigs and a single member nomi-
nated by a Republican convention and
elected as such.

It is not fair to say there were not
others of the same political faith, but, as
the party was a new one, and In many
counties had no distinctive organization,
its adherents o.s a rule contented them-
selves with voting against the regular
Democratic nominees, so that a number
of the delegates were elected on mere
"opposition" tickets, in cases where the
free state sentiment was strong, who were
unavowed, but, in' fact. Republicans.

Among a people who were farmers and
stockmen, as most of the earlier settlers
of Oregon were, there was much sturdy
independence, and a very strong feeling
prevailing that the new territory had been
.neglected by the Nation, because of the
comparative weakness of its Legislative
force in Congress; and this feeling cropped
out frequently In making opposition to
the Democratic National Administration
in localities where the party was largely
In the majority.

In the preliminary election of the dele-
gates, the Democratic party had Ignored
the question of slavery in the new state
as one to be tested by a separate vote of
the people, and as no test of the party
faith was had, and in some of the coun-
ties where the' free state sentiment was
pronounced, the delegates were divided
on that issue, and in other counties nom-
inations were made representing both ele-
ments, in th.e wish to keep the question in
.abeyance.

The convention was organized by the
election of M. P. Deady, then an Asso-
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court of the
Territory, for president. In fact, all the
Judges of the Supreme Court George H.
Williams, Chief Justice; Deady, an As-
sociate Justice, and Cyrus Olney, until re-
cently, succeeded "by R. P. Boise, Asso-
ciate Justice were members of the con-
vention.

There was" one contested seat between
P. G. Lockhart and P.. B. Marple, of1
Coos County. The" 'WntestEnaed by the
unseating of Lockhart, who held the cer-
tificate, arid the admission of his oppo-
nent.

Marple was nominally a lawyer, and he
succeeded in rendering himself so much
disliked by his tendency to Indulge In
discussion In a very loud voice, and with
much violence, that there was a general
regret that he had been successful In his
contest His caliber intellectually was
small, but his voice was that of a Sten-to- r.

In after years he was Indicted for
some offense of a grave character, was
disbarred as a lawyer, I think by United
States District Judge Deady, and disap-
peared from public view.

Make-U- p of Committees.
Hon. George H. Williams was chairman

of the judiciary committee, and Olney and
R. P. Boise were attached to that commit-
tee. I had recently been admitted to the
bar, but being a lawyer in name, Judge
Deady paid me the compliment of an ap-
pointment to the committee on the ex-
ecutive. I do not recall the membership
of the other committees, but the selec-
tions were generally satisfactory to all,
and showed the president's fairness and
impartiality in the distribution and make-
up of them.

The general character of the committees
may be Inferred from the elements that
entered Into the body. Thirty-thre- e were
farmers: IS were lawyers; two were news-
paper men, one a civil engineer, and five
were gold miners, who hailed from the
southern part of the territory.

After the convention was fairly under
way, and a few long-wind- speeches had
been made by gentlemen whose purpose
was to Impress their fellow-membe- rs with
their capacity for leadership, there was a
rather mild protest on the part of those
who went there to work Instead of talk,
and a motion was made to limit debate.
This had the effect of precipitating dis-
cussion, and was made the occasion of
some lively scenes, especially among those
who regarded themselves as able to en-
tertain the convention.

There were some able and useful men
who had small gifts for debate, and they
naturally were Impatient with long
speeches; there were others who never en-
tered Into any discussion and were only
tolerant of orations on their side of the
question. The matter ended In a compro-
mise that Imposed a limit to any one
speaker, and yet gave scope for reasona-
ble debate. Truth, however. Justifies the
statement that the lawyers monopolized
most of the time and the farmers the
least.

President Matthew P. Deady.
If I may Indulge in comment on indi-

vidual members, I will begin with the
president. As he has spent a long and
useful life among the people of Oregon, I
can say little of him that will be. new, for
his later life has been more familiar to
you than to myself.

He was at that time, I should Judge,
about 35 years of age, was a man large
in stature, of Impressive manner and
bearing, smooth in speech, courteous and
affable in Intercourse, though he had dig-
nity and firmness as a presiding officer. I
recollect that on one occasion Mr. Grover,
of Marlon, rose to a point of order, ques-
tioning the president's ruling. Mr. Grover
was the better parliamentarian, and was
a most accomplished man. The chair had
ruled against him, and he entered into
the debate over the question without ex-
hibiting any temper. The president modi-fle- d

his ruling, assigning a reason that
was erroneous, but Mr. Grover, in the
coolest manner imaginable, met it with
an exposure of the error, when another
ruling was made equally erroneous, which
he again attacked' with the same admira-
ble dignity of manner. The incident end-

ed by the president admitting the mem-
ber to be in the right, and correcting his
own errors with a cordiality and frank-
ness which did him I credit with the con-

vention.
There were a few subjects dealt with in

that convention that gave rise to most
interesting discussion.

The subject of corporations and their
powers was one the matter of the au-

thority of the courts to give instructions

to Juries to bind them in criminal cases,
and state taxation and salaries for state
officers.

President Deady frequently called some
member to the chair, and, descending to
the floor, took an animated part In gen-
eral discussion. On the subject Of the
powers of corporations, he and Judge
Boise, then a delegate from Polk County,
were In harmony, and I think they two
are responsible for the language which
the constitution contains. An exception
was interpolated In the section which
fixes the personal liabilities of stockhold-
ers of Insolvent corporations, at the limit
of the amount of stock held by the share-
holders. Old Fred Waymlre, of Polk, made
a motion to add to this sentence the words
"and no more' and, on this motion, he
made his famous speech of denunciation
of all corporations, which I shall men-
tion hereafter." In vain was he told by
some of his friends that the meaning was
clear without it, and that these negative
words would not add to the meaning he
advocated. He Insisted, and they wore
incorporated in committee of the whole,
though afterward eliminated.

It was on this part of the constitution
that President Deady took an active part
and aired his social and economic opin-
ions with vigor. He delivered one ad-

dress on this subject of the proper field
of commercial corporations, which he no
doubt modified afterwards.

Deady's Views of Government.
His theory was that all pursuits that

were not connected with the soli, as the
legitimate business of life, were mere ar-

tificial outgrowths of modern civilization,
and to be tolerated only by the necessi-
ties of society; and that the nearer the
people kept to the primary methods of
acquiring a livelihood the happier they
were. The trades and callings of the artlr
san and the professional man were de-

partures from the natural order of lite.
The man who lived at the base of some
forest and raised and harvested a crop of
grain and vegetables in the Summer and
hunted coons and chased the wild deer in
Winter was a happier man and lived near-
er to God and nature than the man who
sat in oome factory driving shoepegs at
a daily stipend. There was much of this
kind of philosophy of the ideal sort in the
addres3, and If he had been speaking to
a crowd of modern reformers he would
have been commended as an oracle. He
was a great admirer of rusticity. Al-

though his tendencies towards an aristo-
cratic life were strong, he was an ad-

mirer of simplicity In home life. I think
he divided mankind Into two classes
those made to rule and those to be ruled.
He was a student of medieval history,
and never missed an opportunity to eulo-

gize the times when baronial chiefs in
feudal castle ruled their followers and
gloried In knightly deeds and paternal pro-

tection. He was not only a Democrat, but
one of the type, who ad-

vocated the adoption of slavery In the
Tiew state. Be believed In a government
that had force behind it, and when the
Rebellion began in 1861 he became as ar-

dent a champion of the Government as
any Unionist in the land, and If "rioters"
or "strikers" committing violence had
ever been tried before him they would
not have met any mild treatment.

He took a deep interest in the judiciary
discussions, led In the main by Hon.
George H. Williams, the chairman of that
committee, and Delazon Smith, who at-

tributed some of his recent defeats as a
lawyer before Juries to rulings made by
Williams, waxed eloquent when he as-

sailed the power of Judges In. criminal
cases to bind the "consciences of Jurors,"
as he phrased it, "by arbitrary instruc-
tions." The three Judges) Williams,
Deady and Olney. overbore the arguments
of the future United-State- s Senator and
triumphed. v

Disliked the Methodists.
President Deady made a most excellent

presiding officer, and Increased his pop-

ularity with all Its membership. I have
always thought he favored me beyond
my merits. He encouraged me to enter
Into debates and reproached my y.

He took pains one day when

I had made a brief speech on some ques-

tion to come up to me and compliment
me for It. Within a few years after I was
candidate for Congress, against Judge
Walt, a Democrat, he supported me, much
to my surprise and that of many of his
friends, and he Jokingly told me the rea-
son he'had assigned to an old Democratic
acquaintance for doing so (In those days
all voting was viva voce, and every one
knew how his neighbor voted). He said
he accounted for his political treason as
follows:

"The Methodist church has always had
control of the Oregon delegation In Con-
gress. From Thurston down to the ad-

mission of the state, Lane, Grover, Stout
and the Senators have been tools of that
church, and It dictated their conduct on
any matter in which :V. took interest I
have grown tired of th$ church dictation
and have concluded to give my Camp-belll- te

friends of Yamhill a chance to
break up the campmeetlng combination,
and I voted for Mc, who has no re-

ligion at all. and I don't think can be used
by any church or sect," and he laughed
with merriment at his political change,
which became permanent.

I cannot Indulge in any general com-

ment7 upon many of the delegates.
George H. Williams, still admired and

honored, remains one of the convention
land marks.

Reuben P. Boise, who has served the
people of his district almost continuously
since 1857, as one of the pillars of the
judiciary. Is still alive, and, like Will-
iams, still doing duty for the public. Most
of the other 57 members have either died
or passed out of the public eye. The sur-
vivors can be counted on the fingers of
one's two hands. My own colleagues,
three in number, are all dead but one.
Every member from Marlon County, ex-
cept Wrilllams and Grover, Is In his grave;
all of the Linn delegation and that of
Lane are off the stage. Benton has. 1

believe, one survivor. Time has mowed
almost the entire crop, leaving a few of
us for a later harvest.

I return from this excursion into the
personality of the convention to recall
examples of some of its most interest-
ing characters.

Frederick "Wayrolre'a Influence.
Perhaps the most Influential man In

the farming membership was Frederick
Waymlre. He was known as "Uncle
Fred," or "Old Fred," Just as his re-

lations to any one who spoke of him
happened to be. Nature had given him a
good quality of common sense, a very
active brain, but man had done practical-
ly nothing In the way of education or
training. He was a sort of far West
David Crockett. His politics were, I sup-
pose, inherited, for he often alluded to
Andrew Jackson and must have voted for
him for President. He had been in the
Territorial Legislature much of the time
since the territory was organized, and for
a man of his limited education was known
as a useful member. In all things he was
honest. He had a blemish In one eye,
but as he said, this did not prevent his
"spotting a rascal" when he came in the
way, or seeing straight ahead in the line
of duty. In the convention he spoke
quite often, but briefly, always to the
point. His pronunciation was often not
only bad, but ludicrous, but he spoke
easily and with vigor, and always made
himself understood. He was direct, if not
elegant, and had the power of convinc-
ing people by the simple way of being sin-
cere and earnest. He was a Methodist In
religion, but he had to get a new sup-
ply of it every year or two, as he said of
himself, or his stock would run too low
to live on. He had Indorsed the pro-
priety of forming a state government, but
had done so with reluctance, and In the
convention he gave early notice that he
meant to fight high taxes, high salaries

and corporations, as he put it, "tooth and'
toe-nail- ." He faithfully kept hla word..

One of the most amusing and effective
speeches was made by Fred Waymire on
corporations. He regarded them as de-
vices of the devil to begin with, and, af-
ter denouncing them generally; he il-

lustrated his opposition argument with a
little personal experience. A year or two
before this some enterprising manipulators

had organized a telegraph company
under an act of the Territorial Legisla-
ture to construct a line of telegraph from
Portland to Corvallls, passing up the
west side of the Valley through Way-
mlre's County of Polk. Everybody was
solicited to subscribe to the stock, and
Waymlre admitted that he was "fool
enough to join this lightning-usin- g enter-
prise," along wth his other neighbors.
The money was paid in and the line
practically built and the wire was
stretched moBt. of the distance and used
for a few weeks. What this sparsely
settled country of iarmers and cowherd-er- s

wanted a telegraph line for no one
could tell by the time it was constructed.
They had about as much use for it as If
It had been built to the moon, and it soon
fell into disuse, had no patronage and
went to ruin. A considerable debt had
been incurred, causing the franchise and
the property, 'which was of no value, to
be sold, leaving a balance for which resl--
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MEMBERSHIP OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION

The Oregon constitutional convention consisted of members, as
follows:

Benton County John Kelsay, Haman C. Lewis, 'Henry B.
"William Matzger.

Clackamas County K. Kelly, Asa Lovejoy, Wil-
liam A. Starkweather, HcctorCampbell, NathanielfRobblns.

Clatsop County Cyrus Olney.
County John W. "Watts.

Coos County Perry B. Marple. "
Curry County 'William H. Packwood.
Douglas Countyr-Matthe- w. P. Deady, Solomos. Fitzhugh, Stephen

P. Chadwick, Thomas Whltted.
Jackson County L. J. C. Duncan, John H. Daniel Newcomb,

P.AP.
"Josephine County B. Hendershot, William H. Watklns.

County Hoult, W. Jesse Cox, Paul Brat--
tain, A. Isaac R. Moores.

Linn County Delazon Elklns, Coyle, John
T. Brooks, Shields, H. Brittairi.

Marlon County JS. Williams, 'Lafayette Grover, John C.
Nicholas Shrum, Shannon, Richard Miiler.

Multnomah County StephenJ. McCormlck, WlUl&K :H. Farrar, Da-H- id

r"'
and Washington Thomas J. Dryer.

Polk County 'Reuben P. Boise, Benjamin F.
Burch. 'V

Polk Tillamook D. Babcock. y
Umpqua County-Jee- se Applegate) Levi Scott.
Wasco County Meigs. V
Washington County E. Shattuck, John S. WhlteLevl Anderson.
Yamhill M.' K. V. Short, Robert-C.Kinney- , R.

McBrlde.

Living.

dent stockholders had to pay, as the
managers were .a set-o- f Calif ornlans who
pocketed the cash on hand and flitted
from the territory.

PiBen'. .on Corporations;.
"Now," safcT Waymlre, vcC our

The wire was down and was
giving trouble to stock, was lying all
along the roads,, and we could not' get rid

the The local .subscribers to
stock were sued In the courts, and, though
they they were held liable for
the debt of the corporation personally,
and the went into our pockets for
what the schemers had stolen."

After detailing the from a
personal point of view he related the final
catastrophe. He said he had Into
the court over which Judge Williams pre-
sided to contest the liability of the

corporation promoters; had fought It
a long trial and was beaten.

night 'came on and he started home
he was full of Indignation combined with
some of Ad Starr's wheat and
his head was not entirely clear. He
took the road which the old tele-
graph wire had been strung, and It was
lying at Intervals his path, as If
to add to his misfortunes. In the dark-
ness his horse stepped into a coll of It,
and the rider soon found himself and his
horse tightly up to a tree by an
Iron wire that he could not break, untie,
or cut "That d d wire," he
exclaimed, "was as tightly round us as
the Judgment of the court rendered
against me that day for helping to put It
there. My best horse was by the
cutting of the wire about his legs, and
there I stood In the dark, cussln the
rascals who got me Into this mess and
wishing In my soul that wire was round
their necks and I had the right to draw it.
No corporations of any kind, sort or
character for me!" And he closed his
diatribe with another burst of honest in-
dignation.

The debate was more animated and ex-
citing than any other question in the con-
vention, and while Waymlre's to
prevent corporations were not entirely
successful, he did In hedging them
with such restrictions and limitations that
their power has been less liable to abuse
than In any other state in the Union.

Close to the People.
The other vital matter with Waymlre

was state taxation and salaries for state
officials. These he proposed to put at the

possible limit. The Judges, he In-
sisted, should be paid no more than $2000
per year, then paid by the Government to
the Judges of the territory, and besides
performing the duties of trial Judges In
their various districts, they were to be the
Supreme Judges en banc; and this ho
forced the convention to adopt, with a
proviso that when the population should
reach a a separate Supreme
Court might be authorized by the Legis-
lature, and as four Judges were provided
for the state, the Judge who presided in
the Inferior court, was not allowed to sit
on any appeal taken from that district.
The lawyers In the "convention almost
unanimously opposed this system, but
most of the laymen were with
and the knights of the bar had to accept
It.

Indebtedness, on the part of the state
was limited, and the objects of it were
specified with distinctness, and finally the
salaries for the Governor, "Secretary of
State, Treasurer and State became
the topic of Waymlre's vigilant attention.
For days he fought the salaries proposed
like a bulldog guarding his master's treas-
ure. He thought $1500 was enough for
the Governor. As the Secretary's office
had much duty to perform he finally
agreed to $1800 for him. The State Treas-
urer had only to keep the money safely,
he argued that $1000 was enough for him,
and so on down through the list. Some
slight changes took the con-
stitution was adopted, but it remains true
that as a whole the provisions of the Ore-
gon Constitution were economical to the
degree of parsimony. If I am correctly
informed some of these limitations have
by Indirection and Ingenuity been so ex-
tended by the Legislative Commissions as
to avoid the contemplated In
the constitution, but they have had the
effect to make the State of Oregon one
of the most state governments
ever brought Into being. For this condi-
tion I cheerfully give the credit to Fred

He was an example of an pioneer.

who, while and unpolished, had
many of the , qualities of a wise and
shrewd guardian of the Interest. In
the circle of the leading men In

whan It was once asked who was
the most influential of all Its
It was said, aa the of all pres-
ent, that Waymlre could come nearer get-
ting what he done than any man
in it.

Smith.
There were a of the members of

the convention who became prominent In
the state. Delazon- - Smith was one of the
first United States Grover

became a Senator, and Kelly
served a term In that body. Deady was

United States District Judge and
died after SO years of service on the bench.
Dryer was appointed United States Com-
missioner to the Hawaiian Islands and
died In Portland. Williams
became a United Senator, and af-
terwards of the United
States, and ia now the Mayor of Portland.,
Shattuck, of County, served'
as a and Supreme Judge for many
years and ably, and many
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. others who were prominent In the deliber-
ations have done good service to the state
In honorable positions. To give any fair

I notice of them, would far exceed the limits
of a paper like this, and the few of whom

I have made particular mention must
suffice. ' ;

Many Interesting features and Incidents
of the convention;, scenes .sometimes gay
and- - humordus bonjwihntlng. t5. Jts

grim
humor of Reed, of Jackson County, never
failed t6 excite mirth, and Logan, of Mult-
nomah, with his sarcastic tongue, madamany an opponent subside In silence to
his seat. The useful work was done by
Williams, Olney, Boise, Grover, and a few
others; the debates being participated In
by Smith, Dryer, Logan, Kelsay and spas-
modically by others who took an Interest
in that which affected them locally. Kin-
ney, Shrum, Miller, Duncan, and many
others did not, to my recollection, make a
single speech during the entire session.

No account of the convention would bejust that does not Include a reference to
Delazon Smith, of Linn County. As a
political speaker no man on the Pacific
Coast was his equal, except It be General
Baker, who eventually became a Senator
from Oregon.

Smith was by birth, I believe, a New
Yorker. He was educated at Oberlln Col-
lege In the days of old President Finney,
and while almost a youth he entered the
world as the editor of a political news-
paper. This portion of his life Is rather
obscure, but in the political contest of
that day he so impressed himself upon his
fellows, that he became noted as one of
tho champions of President Tyler In the
latter's quarrel with his party. Some time
In 1S34 he was appointed Minister to one
of the South American republics. Whether
his office was ono that demanded constant
attention or not, I cannot say, but. afrall
events, after having entered' upon hla
duties for a season, he concluded to Inform
himself by traveling In that wild and al-
most unknown region traversed by the
Andes. He crossed the continent on
horseback, and for 11 months was the
quest of the State Department. Thte Inci-
dent led to his being dubbed by the news-
papers "Tyler's lost. Minister." and the
name "Delusion" Smith was a sobriquet
that stuck to him ever afterwards.

His Splendid Oratory.
As a platform orator he was seldom

equaled. I doubt if he were ever sur-
passed. He had a splendid voice, was
rather under medium height, of good
presence, could say beautiful things with
splendlJ effect, and while not often In-

dulging In the dramatic style, had great
powers of Imitation, and his powers of
sarcasm and jibe were like the bolts of
Jove. His speeches usually began withgreat deliberation of manner. His mind"
was orderly, and his Intellectual pro-
cesses logical. As he adavneed In his
subject his Ideas seemed to flow In a
more rapid current, his language grew
In Intensity and force until the listener
was carried upward and onward and
drifted with tho speaker to the final con-
clusion. He simply swept men by his
force and intensity to coincide with him.
I once heard him address a company of
volunteers who were mustered to say
good-by- e to their fellow-townsme- n, as
they started to the Yakima war. He nnt
on his horse while he spoke. It was a

speech, full of fire that was usual
to him. an? every sentence was a bugle
call and an Inspiration; such a speech as
would make a man proud to fight and die.
Many times as 1 have heard Smith, 3
would give more for a verbatim .report of
that speech than any other I ever heard
him make. It was the cry of the war-
rior. General Baker, who had heard
all the great speakers of his time, said
to me. aftor a debate, where he upheld
the Republican banner against Smith,
who fought for the Democrats in I860,
that the latter was, In his Judgment, the
ablest platform orator in the Democratic
party. Baker was the most magnificent
speaker whom I ever heard, and he
frankly admitted that Smith was a foe-ma- n

worthy of his steel.
He was an ambitious man who knew

his own powers, and felt he had a right
to expect recognition from his party. He
was sometimes petulant and Intolerant of
tho small men who nibbled and pecked
at him because they knew his superiority,
but as a rule he had the magnanimity
which always belongs to Intellectual
greatness, and only occasionally turned
aside to send a spearthrust at the er

I was once In debate with him
a mere youth against a giant I had
been denouncing the Dred Scott decision
of the United States Supreme Court, a

fashionable thing with Republlcaans of
those days, when he turned upon me with
a manner that few could equal,-- and said
with a tone of mirth and irony that was
more severe in effect than brilliant sar- -
casm, "How those grave old Judges at
Washington will be humiliated when they
hear that the young David of the Bar
of Yamhill County, Oregon, differs from
their deliverance In the Dred Scott case.
They will hide their old gray heads in
shame, and we can only pity them:" I
felt myself crushed as though a Hon had
touched me a passing blow with his
paw.

Smith was one of Oregon's) first United
States Senators, serving only a few days.
The Douglas-Breckenrld- contest came
on shortly after. Smith and General
Lane were with Breckenrldge, and no
successor was chosen to Smith at the ses-
sion following the vacancy. Smith went
into the Congress of 1859, and lived to
witness the downfall of his party, and
to realize that the fires of the Civil War
were soon to lighten the horizon. Within
a few days, after the election which made
Abraham Lincoln President, ho was taken
seriously 111 at the home of a friend,
and embittered by defeat and the dis-
mal prospect of the future, he died more
from a broken heart than physical Illness.
He was one of Oregon's greatest men.

IIott He Lost an Audience.
I once heard him tell a story on him-

self that was very amusing. He said that
he was making an address on political
questions in one of the largest theaters
In Baltimore, where the Whigs were
largely In. the majority, and where Demo-
cratic speakers found much difficulty In
procuring' a hearing. Interruptions and
catcalls were rather the rule than the
exception. Smith said ho had had experi-
ence tn these Incidents elsewhere, and,
thou.jh warned in advance, had faith that
he could make any audience listen. On
appearing on the platform he found a
tremendous audience and began his
speech. He had proceeded but a Bhort
time when he was Interrupted by a ques-
tion. He responded a little forcibly, but
not offensively, but discovered by the
uproar that a good share of his audi-
ence had come for the purpose not of
hearing his speech, but on some pretext,
to break up the meeting. He paused for
a while until the tumult had died down,
then started to go on with his address.
He was hardly fairly launched when the
Interruptions began- - again. He paused
for some time until there was a lull onco
more. This time he resumed In a con-
ciliatory tone, and had succeeded appar-
ently In getting his audience In hand
and Interested. He proceeded with hl3 ad-
dress andi there appeared to be a will-
ingness to give him a fair hearing, and
for a few minutes curiosity and Interest
were In his favor. In the course of his
argument he had occasion to Illustrate
the point he was making by referring
to himself S3 "Mr. Smith." Seated In
tho gallery right In front of the speake'r
was a small, keen-lookin- g man, with
coal-blac- k eyes that snapped with a
wicked Intelligence, and as the orator
uttered the name "Smith" this fellow
called out In swift, clear tones: "Are
you Jo Smith, the Mormon phophet?"
The Interruption was too sudden and
too directly put to ba Ignored, and be-
fore any reply could be made the theater
was a roaring mob. The suggestion was
fatal. "I lost my hold on that audi-
ence," said Smith, "and while It howled
and roared, after waiting for a half hour
for It to subside, I turned my back on
the howling mob In front and talked to
the reporters. It was the only time I
was ever overwhelmed. That one black-eye- d

fellow In the gallery sent a shot
that went to tho center, and after I had
taken the small revenge, of denouncing
the' BalilmcJrty mo"b to. - the .newspaper
men, I retired by a side door and fled
to my hotel in a carriage." He added:
"This time I found an audience that
would not listen, and I surrendered to
it."

Lengthy as the personal references have
been, I must add to them one or two
more.

Thomas J. Dryer.
Early In the "50s, Thomas J. Dryer came

with a wife and daughter to Portland,
Or., then a village with a forest as Its
limit. Dryer was an editor,' and an

New York "Silver Gray Whig."
All things which wore not Whig were to
him the politics of the devil. He was a
vigorous writer and a good stump speak-
er. While his politics were not popular
In the territory, the parties were about
evenly balanced In his locality, and Dryer,
possessing- - many amiable qualities, was
personally popular. He, was a joint dele-
gate from Multnomah and Washington to
the convention, and In that body he was
the steady rival of Smith on the floor. He
was a ready speaker, full of wit and hu-
mor, and often went Into debates "for
the fun of the thing." On one occasion
he brought down the applause of the
house on Smith. I do not recall the sub-
ject, but in his speech Smith alluded to
some" matter In which he had some experi-
ence on a question "on which he was not
supposed to be an expert. Dryer replied
by quoting from Mother Goose:
"There's none so well as the farmer knows
How oats, peas, beans and barley grows."

The grammar was bad, but It was a
palpable hit. and Smith joined in the
laughter It evoked.

Dryer's ambition was of the kind that
induced him to oppose anything that could
be used to favor the Democrats. He was
a sort of gadfly to the Democratic flanks,
and omitted no opportunity to sting a
Democratic leader who came in his way.
His paper. The Oregonlan, was a lively
sheet, and he employed Patrick J. Ma-lon- c,

an. Irishman, to report the proceed-
ings of the convention. Some of the
speeches were published In the paper
quite fully, but as It was only Issued
weekly, It contained but selections, and
In these Dryer was pretty well repre-
sented.

Dryer was a member of the State Leg-
islature In 1858-5- 9, and was an elector on
the Lincoln ticket In 1SG0. Tn 1SS1 he was
appointed to the post of Commissioner at
Honolulu. He remained there some years,
but finally returned to Portland, where he
died. His health was much shaken In
his later years, and his once vigorous mind
Impaired toward the close. His paper,
while he controlled It, was strong, and
exerted much Influence. Founded by
Thomas J. Dryer, It has survived all of
Its contemporaries, and now, under Its
present management, Is regarded as one
of the leading papers of the country.
Dryer was not a great editor, but he was
well adapted to the rough and tumble of
the times, was useful to the public, and
deserves to have his memory embalmed
as one of the most useful of the pioneers.

Bright, Controversial Reporter.
There was one who figured In that con-

vention conspicuously who was not of Its
membership, and of whom slight mention
has been made by those who have had oc-

casion to refer to Its proceedings. Patrick
J. Malone was then well, known to the
public as a lournallst. He was one of the
best shorthand reporters who had appeared
In those days, and had been mainly em-
ployed in such work during the sessions
of the Territorial Legislature. He also
wielded a vigorous pen, and wrote with
perspicuity and force. Like all members
of the Irish race, ho put much feeling Into
his articles, and never entered Into a con-
troversy without exciting his adversary
to displays of ascerblty. In politics a
Democrat,, the passages between him and
Dryer were so remarkable for the variety
and Intensity with which they had been
carried-o- that there was much surprise
when he appeared at the convention as an
employe of The Oregonlan. Such things
are so common now that It would be re-

garded as unworthy of remark, but then
It was a matter of amazement. Dryer had
alluded to him as "Paddy Whack." "Ted-
dy O'Rourke-Malone- ," "My Boy"" "Bog- -

trotter" and such like epithets, and that
he should be found sitting at a reporter's
desk labeled "The Oregonlan" seemed
like mixing oil and water. The Journalist
of nowadays understands the value of
the mixing process, just as the pioneers
In It knew It. Malone was even then a
good type of the modern professional
journalist. Many Democrats thought him
a traitor to his party who had been
bought with a price, and yet the only
evidence of It was, that he was a cor-
respondent and reporter for The Orego-
nlan, and was paid for his services.

I became quite Intimate with him at
this period, and while the mercenary side
of his character (judging as many did)
made me feel a doubt of the man's con-
victions, he possessed qualities of In-

telligence and keen Insight that attracted
my admiration. Perhaps his conduct to-
wards, myself, and the frequent amenities
with which, he manifested it deepened the
Interest I felt In him. A few years later
he was conuueting a Democratic paper,
which was flavored with his usual bitter-
ness towards all the opposition, but In an
interview which took place Immediately
auer I had been nominated as a candidate
for Congress, he not only conceded that
I would be elected, but said it would lead
to an inevitable advancement of the po-

litical creed of which I was then an
exponent. Ho said. "Tho brain of this
Natloji is on one side of this great con-
troversy. All the educational tendencies
are in favor of the Republican creed; the
literary current sweeps that way, and It
cannot be resisted. The Democratic party
Is doomed to retirement from power as
Inevitably as the river that disappears In
the sea."

Stenographic Notes Not Used.
About 1SG7 or 1868 Malone appeared at

Idaho City where I resided, and took
charge of a Democratic paper for a brief
time With true Irish Impetuosity he em
braced the cause of a faction of his own
partv which finally led to his dismissal
from the paper, and with his wandering
habits he drifted to California In his char-
acter of reporter and journalist. In Ida-
ho, where I was then, a resident, holding
an official position, our relations were re-

newed, and both personally and in his
paper, he always treated mc with generous
consideration. I will say of him that he
was a man of remarkable ability, had
splendid resources as a Journalist, though
often wrong In their application, but was
true to his personal friendships.

He said he always Intended to put hls
phonographic notes of the debates In the
convention Into the hands of the state
when they were called for. But no one
had presented the matter to the Legisla-
ture and he had never written them up,
and should not. until some compensation
were provided him. He died some years
ago In San Jose, Cal., but the notes are
probably In existence still. I would sug-
gest that the Historical Society make an
effort to secure them. The method of re-
porting has changed largely from that
prevailing In his day, but no doubt per-
sons able to transcribe his notes can be
found.

I remember that In commenting one day
on the different members he remarked
that Delazon Smith was the easiest man
In the body to report, and Deady was
the most difficult. President Deady spoke
with extreme rapidity. Smith, though ve-

hement, made all his sentences tell by
the distinctness of his utterance, and
never Indulged In involved sentences.
Deady strove to get rid of his ideas quick-
ly, while Smith presented his, for their ef-

fect on others.
A Personal Experience.

I had a little personal experience In that
convention which I have since had fre-
quent occasion to remember.

I had pledged myself to the voters be-

fore th election that If I were chosen I
would offer a section In the bill of rights
forbidding slavery, in the usual form. In
harmony with that pledge I prepared a
section, taking tho language from the or-

dinance prepared by Jefferson in 1787,
ceding the Northwest Territory to the
General Government. I showed it spe-
cially to my seatmate Logan and W. H.
Farrar, delegates from Multnomah Coun-
ty. Both said, "All right; go ahead."
Well, I offered It, and Mr. Farrar Imme-
diately ro3e and called for the previous
question. To my astonishment both Logan
and Farrar voted against the proposition.
Logan' was an Old Line Whig and Farrar
a professed Free State Democrat. To say
that I was amazed expresses my feelings
but lightly. "Too radical," was the only
answer I received to my remonstrances.
I confess I never had any confidence In
either of those gentlemen afterwards. I
expressed myself on the subject with soma
asperity to Malone, and" he said: "It does
not surprise me. As to Logan, he has no
politics; he Is only opposed to the
Democratic party; and Farrar has no
convictions on any subject. He Is as slip-
pery as an eel, and can no more be de-

pended upon than an Indian. He was
elected on an Independent ticket denounc-
ing the Democratic party for trying to
dodge the slavery Issue, and then votes
to dodge It himself." It showed that Ma-lon-

Insight Into men was keen and
not Inclined to err.

W. H. Farrar.
A word about W. H. Farrar. He was a

native of New Hampshire, was a man of
fine education and acquirements, a bril-
liant lawyer and powerful advocate. What
his defect of character was I have al-

ways been at a loss to kn6w. He was a
man of fair complexion with light blonde
hair. His bearing was elegant and his
address winning, but there were always
Inconsistencies In his conduct that his
friends could not explain, and he never
attempted to explain anything himself
did not seem to realize that It was neces-
sary. A noted Instance of this occurred
some years after the time of which I
speak. He was Invited to deliver the
annual address at an anniversary of the
State of New Hampshire In 1864. He
was then living In Washington City. He
accepted the Invitation and was abundant-
ly capable of performing its requirements
with credit, for he "was an elegant plat-
form orator. Some weeks before the date
of the services he disappeared from the
city, and when the time for the Jour-
ney came jio one knew of his where-
abouts, and when asked on his return
about the anniversary proceedings, he
quietly said he did not go and knew noth-
ing of them. He was a brilliant man
whose life was lived with good oppor-
tunities and no fruitage. He was once
Mayor of Portland. I say of him, be-

cause he Is where criticism cannot In-

jure nor praise reach him, he seemed to
have lived a wasted life.

Witty "Hal" Reed.
May I Indulge In a few words of an-

other member of the convention, who
lived many years In the City of Portland
and passed away after a life of useful-
ness and honor? I mean Reed, of Jack-
son County. At that time he was about
20 years of age. A lawyer, he had been
liberally educated, and while not, per
haps, at the front rank of his profession,
was even then estimated among his
brethren as of high promise. He had the
faculty of speaking with a good deal of
force, and with a sort of grim humor In
his manner, that though It was often de-

livered with a smile had a subacid flavor
that made it entertaining.

He had been entirely eilcnt for some
dayo after the organization and had been
greatly bored by some of the ambitious
orators of the body. When a motion was
made to limit debate and Delazon Smith
had flung an adjective or two at the
"dumb dogs who couldn't bark and didn't
want to listen to those who could." Reed
arose and proceeded to demonstrate that
his silence heretofore was not because he
was "dumb," but because he was there to
forward the business, and in reply to

Smith's taunt of "dumb ' dogs" said he
would remind that gentleman that
"silence Is golden" and if the member
from Linn County, whose, ambition to rise
to a seat In the Senate was well known in-
duced him to conclude that the Bilent
members could be "wiped out with a wet
rag" he would discover that he might have
misjudged their silence, before the game
had been fully played out. The speech
was witty, humorous and sarcastic, and at
once Reed rose to be the favorite of the
convention. While he was nearly always
brief he was listened to with attention
and made an excellent Impression. After
the adoption of the Constitution he was
much talked of for the U. S. Senatorship,
but the factional fight which arose In the
Democratic party was soon extended to
the various wings of the party and In
tho struggle Reed fell between the fac-
tions. Early In. the sixties he went to
Nevada and engaged in some ot the great
mining cases In the" courts there, and re-
turning again to Oregon followed his pro-
fession in Portland where he died many
years ago. He had acknowledged ability
as a lawyer, but I believe he took no active
part In political affairs. He was a great
Joker, was Inclined to the convivial side
of things, and was so seldom serious that
I think his ability was often mlsrated.
At all events, he made a useful member
of the Constitutional Convention, and was
a man who once known was never forgot-
ten.

Without mentioning other names that
are equally entitled to notice, I feel jus-
tified In asserting that the members of
the Oregon Constitutional Convention,
man for man, would pot suffer in com-
parison with any like body I have had the
opportunity to .observe. I have repeatedly
seen the elective bodies of the different
states In session, have attended the ses-
sions of many Congresses of the United
States, listened to their proceedings and
observed them from from any bias, and I
will not qualify what I have just stated.
Sincerity, Intelligence, integrity and direct-
ness were manifest In all that was said
and done by the convention. The member-
ship, was clearly controlled by convictions,
and an intelligent knowledge of what was
needed at the time and would be adapted
to the wants of the future. Many of its
members were of the highest order of In-

telligence, Williams, Deady, Grover, Lo-
gan, Dryer and a dozen others were men
who would have been distinguished In
any community where ability and states-
manship are recognized. Their work was
Indorsed by the people and has stood the
test of criticism and time for over 40
years. That It had defects when made
was admitted by many, but on the whole
It then surpassed and still surpasses many
Constitutions more pretentious, even those
of later date. It is brief in Its lan-
guage, affording less ground for debate or
construction than most of such Instru-
ments, and has caused less difference of
opinion for the courts than almost any
organic law with which I am acquainted.

Let us render honor to Its framers, of
whom only a few examples remain, and
let their names be enrolled as a wise few
who laid the foundations of a great com-

monwealth so deeply that It has protected
for nearly half a century the lives, liberty
and property of Its people, and Is still
their glory and their pride.

Billy and His Drum.
James TVhltcomb Riley.

Ho! It's come, ktds, come! --

With a blm! bam! bum!
Hero's little BlUr bangla' on his big- brass

drum!
He's 'round the room,
"With his feather-dust- plume

au' with his blm! bom!
boom! ,

Looky, little Jane an Jim!
Will you. only look at him.

' 'blm! '

Has the Dayvof Judgment come,.,
Er i.HfrV
Er is It onlyBHlyCfalth hljblmmjaml bum!...... : . -

I'm yea, I am
Jim an Sis, an 'Jane an' Sam!
Weil all march off with Billy an' his bom I.

blm! bam!
Come hurrawlri' as you come,
Er they'll think you're
Ef you don't hear little Billy an' his big brass

drum!

READ! READ! READ!

What the Well-Know- n Peo-
ple

Say ot

C. GEE WO
THE GREAT

CHlfSESE DOCTOR '

Can It bo wonderea
that he Is calledgreat, when his won-
derful remedies euro
and help so many
sick and suffering
people, not only here,
but throughout tht
United States? Many
are given up to die;
others told that an
operation was tn
only help for them,
yet their lives were
saved without tho
great suffering of an
operation. Cured by
tnese powerful Chi-
nese herbs, roots.

buds, barks and vegetables, that are en-

tirely unknown to medical science In this
country. Through the use of these harm-
less remeaies he treats any and all dis-
eases of men women and children, inta
famous docto'r knows tno action of over
EOO different remedies that he has suc-
cessfully used In different diseases. Ha
guarantees to cure catarrn, asthma, lung
troubles, rheumatism, nervousness, aiom-ac- h,

liver, kidney, femaie trouoles, lost
manhood and ail private 'Meases. Read
following ttstlmoniaus. He has hundreds
more at his office.

Testimonial!, of well-kno- ieople:
G. W. Stafforo, Sixtn street

of kidney and uladdez trounle of ona
year's standing.

G. A. Lane, corner Eleventh and Norin-ru- p

Cured of kidney, liver and bladder
trouble of several years' standing.

Miss S. Starbuck, 692 Front street Suf-
fering from Inflammation, womb and
stomach trouble.

Mrs. N. A. Dibble, Burns, Or. Stomach
and female weakness, several years' stand-
ing. I recommend his wonderful treat-
ment.

A. Jensen, 300 East Clay street, cured of
indigestion, stomach and liver trouble of
10 years' standing, and cured In six
weeks.

Mrs. H&dson Suffering from hemorrhage
of womb and female weakness of four
months, and was cured In a short uma
by this wonderful treatment.Charges moderate. Call and sre him.
Consultation free. Patients out of the
city write for blank and circular. Inclost
r tamp. Address The C. Gee Wo Chinese
Medicine Company, 132 Third street.
Portland. Or. Mention this paper.

I
M m illlllllliUlWl

, Kavr Secret Remedy Absolutely Unknownprofession. Pennon eat Care la 15 to s5 diji o
. refund money If wo do not itm. Tnn nho tresteu M

home for tho same prlca MWM and. the same jruaran- -

cumins,and hntrl tills, and
Slake so Charge, If

r fill tn

ttlU hare aches and pains. SlBcdiii batches
n tnmth A mi IT. Plmli.Coooer.CoIor- -

ed Spots, Ulcer on any part of the bour&'lrot
Kyearcws fillies out, Z J IS Is this Primary.
Dccnuarur Acruarr UlOoU I'oisoaecaranteetocore. we soueltlbe mo oTJa-th- o

ate caxea and challeste rrorlJ for cpoo
ennnot care. This dls--
iuo srax or tao ant
trcatlatj&ls dlseata KiGlC EMKDI ted

4S00.00O capital behind oar unconditional
guarantee boofc and. bolnt
terni- - Mrti COOK BEMEl) ,V,?''lG3oac&agJc Temple, Chicago, r


