EGON IN THE DAL

ANECDOTES OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION AS TOLD
BY JOHN R. McBRIDE, A SURVIVING DELEGATE

UDGE JOHN R. McBRIDE, of 8po-
kane, who was 2 member of the Or-
egon Constitutiona! Convention of

1557, dellvered the following address before .

the Oregon Historical Soclety Saturday,
December X:

At the ciose of the Yakima Indian
War of 185556 Influences In faver of
statehood for Oregon became so ur-
gent that by a vote of the people of the
territory It was declded with practical
unanimity to send delegates to a conven-
tion to be beld at the ocapital, to frame a
state constitution., The delegates wore
elected in June, 1857, and the convention
mel at Balem on the 17th of Aagust fol.
lowing. It may be observed that General
Lane, Oregon's delegate In the United
States Congress, had Introduced a bl
prior to this time, authorizing the terri-
tory to frame a constitution and present
the same to Congress, but it had falied to
pass, and the final direct movement [or
statehood was initinted entirely by the
territory. It was known that states had
been admitted to the Union without any
sction by Congress authorizing i, and it
was assumed that it was not 4 necessary
preliminary that this course should be
pursued.

The ipporticament of delegates from the
different countles was made in the act
authoriming their election, based upon the
population of i(he counties, ax near as
could be ascertained, and was belleved to
be fair.

The convention consistad of @0 mambers,

Matthew P, Deady was elected presi-
dent and Cheater N. Terry, secrelary.

Politlical Complexion,

Politically, about three-fourths were
chosen on reguiar Domocoratic tickels,
while the opoosition was a mixture of
boiting Demoerats, Independents, Old
Line Whigs and a single member noml-
mated by a Republican convention and
elected as such.

It »» mot falr to say there were not
others of the same political faith, but, as
the party was 8 new one, and in many
counties had no distinctive organizaetion,
it= adherents as a4 rule contented them-
selves with wvoting against the regular
Dempocratic nominees, so that a number
of the delegates were clected on mere
“‘opposition” tickets, In cases where the
free slate sentiment was strong, who were
unavowed, but, la fact, Republicans,

Among & people who were farmers and
stockmen, as most of the earller settlers
of Oregon were, there was much sturdy
independence, and & very strong feelihg
prevalling that the new territory had been
neglected by the Naddon, becsuse of the
comparative weakness of its Legislative
force in Congress; and this feeling cropped
out frequently In making oppositlon to
the Democratic National Adminkstrition
in jocaiities where the party was largely
in the majority.

In the prallminary election of the dele.
putes, the Democratic party had ignored
the guestion of siavery In the new state
as one to be tested by a separate vote of
the people, and as no test of the party
falth was had, and in some of the coun-
ties where the free state sentiment was
promounced, the delegites were divided
on that issue, and In other counties nom-
inutions were made representing both ele-
ments, in the wish to keep the question in
abeyance.

The convention was organized by the
election of M, P, Deady, then an Aspo-
clate Justice of the Bupreme Court of the
Territory, for president. In faet, all the
Judges of the Bupreme Court—George H.
Williams, Chief Justice; Deady, an As-
sociate Justice, and Cyrus Olney, until re-

F. G. Lockhart and P.. B,
Cooce County. The corftest by the
unseating of Lockhart, who held the cer-
tificate, and the admission of his oppo-
nent.,

Marple was nominilly a lawyer, and he
succeedsd In rendering himself so much
disliked by his tendency to Indulge In
discussion In a very loud volce, and with
much viclence, that there was a general
regret that he had been successful in his
contest, His caliber iIntellectually was
Emall, but his volce was that of a3 Sten-
tor., In after years he was indicted for
some offense of n grave character, was
disbarred as a lawyer, 1 think by United
SBtates District Judge Deady, and disap-
peared from public view.

Make-Up of Commitiees,

Hon. George H. Willlams was chalrman
of the judicitary committee, and Olney and
R. P. Bolse were sttached to that commit-
tee. 1 had recently been sdmitted to the
bar, but being a lawyer In name, Judge
Deady pald me the compliment of an ap-
pointment to the committee on the ex-
ecutive. I do not recall the membership
of the other committees, but the selec-
tions were generally satisfactory to =i,
and showed the president's falrness and
impartiality in the distribution and make-
up of them.

The general charaoter of the committees
may be inferred from the elements that
entered into the body. Thirty-three were
farmers; 15 were lawyers; two wers news-
paper men, one & civll enginecer, and five
were gold miners, who halled from the
southern part of the territory.

After the convention was falrly under
way, and a few long-winded speeched hud
been made by gentlemen whose purpose
Wis to lmpress thelr feliow-members with
thelr capacity for leadership, there was a
rather mild protest on the part of those
who went there to work Instead of talk,
and a motlon wak made to lmit debate.
This had the effect of precipitating dis-
cussion, and was made the occasion of
some lively scenes, especlally among those
who regurded themselves as able to en-
tertaln the conventlon,

There were some nble and useful men
who had small gifts for debate, and they
naturally were impatient with long
Epeeches; there were others who never en-
tered Into any discusslon and were only
tolerant of oratlons on thelr side of the
question. The matter ended in a compro-
mise that Imposed a llmit to roy one
speakor, and yet gave scope for remsons-
ble debate. Truth, however, justifies the
statement that the lawyers monopolized
most of the time and the farmers the
Jeast.

President Matthew P. Deady.

If T may Indulge In comment on Indl-
vidual members, I will begin with the
president. As he has spent & long and
useful life among the people of Oregon, [
can say litte of him that will be new, for
his later life has been more familiar to
you than to myself.

He was at that time, I should judge,
sabout 35 years of age, was 4 man large
in stature, of Impressive manner and
bearing, smooth in speech, courteous and
affable in Intercourse, though he had dig-
nity and firmoess a= & presiding officer. 1
recollect that on one oocasion Mr. Grover,
of Marion, rose to a point of order, ques-
tioning the president’'s rullng. Mr. Grover
was the better parllamentarian, and was
a most accomplished man. The chair kad
ruled against him, and he entered into
the debate over the guestion without ex-
hibiting any temper. The president modi-
fled his rullng, assigning a reason that
wae erroneous, but Mr, Grover, In the
coolest manner imaginable, met It with
an exposure of the error, when another
rullng was made equully erroneous, which
be egain attackod with the same admira.
ble dignity of manner. The incident end-
ed by the president admitting the mem-
ber to be in the right., and correcting his
own errors with a cordiallty and frank-
ness which did him (credit with the con-
vention. ’

There were a few subjects dealt with In
that convention that gave rise to most
interesting discusslon.

The subject of corporations and thelr
powers wis one—the matter of the au-
thority of the courts to give Instructions

to jurles to bind them In criminal cases,
and state taxation and salaries for state
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though afterward sliminated.

It was on this part of the constitu
that President Deady took an active
and aired his social and economic.
delivered
of commercial corporations,
doubt modified afterwards.

Dendy's Views ¢of Govermment.

His theory was that all pursulte
were not connected with the sofl,
legitimate business of life, were
tificial outgrowths of modern civi
and to be tolerated only by the
ties of soclety; and that the nearver the
people kept to the primary methods of
acquiring a livellhood the bappler they
were. The trades and calllngs of the artl-
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partures from the natural order of life.
The man who lived nt the bass of some

gruln and vegetables in the Summer and
hunted coons and chased the wild deer In
Winter was a happler man and lived near-
er 1o God and nature than the man who
it In nome factory driving shoepegs at
a daily stipend. There was much of this
kind of philasophy of the ideal sort in the
addrem, and if he had been zpemking to
u crowd of modern reformers he wrould
have been commended an an oracle. He
wis a great admirer of rusticlty. Al-
though hls tendencles towards an aristo-
cratic life were rtrong, he was an ad-
mirer of simplicity In home Hfe. I think
he divided mankind Into two classes—
those made to rule and those to be ruled.
He was & student of medieval history,
and never missed an opportunity to eulo-
gize the times when baroninl chiefs in
feudal castle ruled t.htl:u fum::rml ;x
gloried o knightly deeds paternal
tection. He was not only a Demoerat. but
one of the ultra-pro-siavery type, who ad-
voonted the adoption of slevery In the
new siate, He belleved in & government
that had force behind it, and when the
Rebelllon began in 1861 he became As ar-
dent a champlon of the Government as
any Unlonist in the land, and it “rioters”
or “strikers” committing wiolence had
ever been tried before him they would
not have met any mild treatment

He tock a deep interest in the judiciary
discussions, led In the maln by Hon
George H. Williams, the chalrman of that
committee, and Delazon Bmith, who at-
tributed some of his recent defeats as R
lawyer before juries to rulings made by
Williams, waxed oloquent When he as-
salled the power of Judges In cﬂnuul
cases to hind the e%’r.d’:fu of i::‘t’r':o-

e phrased It ° arbitrary
:i'm:.nhm three Judgess Williams,
Deady and Olney, overbore the arguments
of the futurs United States Bepator and
triumphed. N A

Disliked the Methodlista.

President Deady made a most excellent
presiding officer, and increased his pop-
ularity with all its membership. 1 have
always thought he favored me beyond
my merits. He encouraged me to enter
into debates and reproached my over-
modesty. He took pains one day when
1 had made a brief speech on some ques-
tlon to come up to me and compliment
me for it. Within a few years after I was
candidate for Congress, against Judge
Walt, & Democrat, he supported me, much
to my surprise and that of many of his
friends, and he jokingly told me the rei-
gon he had assigned to an old Democratic
acquaintance for doing so (in those days
all voting was viva voce, and every one
knew how his nelghbor voted). He said
he aceounted for his political treison as
tollows:

*The Methodlst church has always had
control of the Oregon delegation In Con-
gress. From Thurston down to the ad-
mission of the state, Lane, Grover, Stout
and the Benators have been tools of that
church, mnd it dictated their conduct on
any matter in which ¥ took Interest 1
have grown tired of thj church dictation
and have concluded to give my Camp-
bellite friends of Yamhill & chance 10
break up the campmeeting combination,
and 1 voted for Me., who has no me-
ligion at all, and [ don't think can be used
by any church or sect,” and he laughed
with merriment at his political change,
which became permanent

1 cannot indulge in s&ny general com.
ment upon many of the delegates

George H. Willlams, stil admired and
honored, remains one of the conventlon
landmarks,

Reuben P. Bolse, who has served the
people of his district almost continuously
since 1857, as one of the pillars of the
judiclary, is still alive, and, lke Will-
{ams, sttll doing duty for the public. Most
of the other 57 members have elther died
or passed out of the public eye. The sur-
vivors can be counted on the fngers of
one's two hands. My own colleggues,
three In number, are all dead but one.
Every member from Marion County, ex-
cepl Williams and Grover, Is in his grave;
all of the Linn delegation and that of
Lane are off the stage Benton has, 1
belleve, one survivor. Time has mowed
almost the entire crop, leaving a few of
us for a Jater harvest.

1 return from this excursion
personality of the convention
examples of some of its most
ing characters.

Frederick Waymire's Influence.

into the
to recall
interest-

Ferhaps the most Influentlal man In
the farming membershlp was Frederick
Waymire. He was known as “Uncle
Fred,” or “Old Fred,” just as his re-

lations to &ny one who spoke of him
happened to be. Nature had glven him a
good gquallty of common senss, A very
active brain, but man had done practical-
Iy nothing in the way of education or
training. He was a sort of far West
David Crockett. His politics were, 1 sup-
pose, inherited, for he often alluded to
Andrew Jackson and must have voted for
him for President. He had been In the
Territorial Legislature much of the time
since the territory was organized, and for
s man of his limited education waa known
as a useful member. In all things he was
honest. He d a bilemish in one eye,
but as he d, this did not prevent his
“spotting & rascal” when he came in the
way, or seeing straight ahead In the llne
of duty. In the conventlon he spoke
guite: often, but Dbriefly, always to the
point. His pronunciation was often not
only bad, but ludicrous, but he spoke
easlly and with vigor, and always made
himself understood. He was direct, if not
elegant, and had the power of comvine-
ing people by the simple way of belng sia-
cere and earnest. He was o Methodist In
religion, but he had to get & new sup.
ply of it every year or two, as he said of
himself, or his stock would run too low
to llve on. He had Indorsed the pro-
priety of furming a state govemment, but
had done so with reluctance, and In the
convention he gave eariy notice that he
meant to fight high taxes, high salaries

put it, “tooth and ; who, whils illiterate and unpolished, had

word. | many of the qualities of & wise and

effective | shrewd guardian of the public intereat. In

Fred Waymire on | the of the leading men In that con-

them as de- | vén when It was once nsked who was

i with, and, af- | the most influential of all its membership,

, he (- |1t was sald, s the judgment of all pres-

with a | ent, that Waymire could come nearer get-

A year or two hmltmum‘mmmm

pany Delnzon Smith,

Legisla- | There were & number of the members of

n“‘m the convention who became prominent in

: the state. Delazon Smith was one of the

m.dal of I‘%: V’M.- through w":; first United BStates BSenators. Grover

,muum’“mmmmtmmomm.mmu

Waymire sdmitted that he was “‘fogl [ served s term In that body. Deady was

enough to join thix lightning-using enter. | appointed United States District Judge and

prise,”” along with his other neighbors. | dled after 3 years of service on the bench

nsmm]:gln:ﬁ-lhl Dryer was rppointed United States Com-

practically - bullt wire was | missioner to. the Hawalian Islands and

mtreiched most of the distance and used | dled in Portland. Willlams

for & few weeks. What this sparsely | became a United States Senator, and af-

settled country of farmers and cowherd- | terwards Attorney-General of the United

ers wanted a G ‘line for no ome | States, and 8 now the Mayor of Portland.

could tell by the time {t was constructed Shattuck, of Washington County, served

They had about as much use for it as If | as a District and SBupreme Judge for many

it had been bullt to the moon, and It soon | years acceptably and ably, and many

fell Into disuse, had no patronage and ' others who were prominent in the dellber-

went to ruin. A considersble debt had ations have done good service to the state

been incurved, causing the franchise and { In honorable positions. To give any falr

the property, which was of no valvue, to them would far exceed the limite

be sold, lesving a balance for which resi- | of a paper like this and the few of whom
b

follows:

Willlam Matzger,

Ciatsop County—Cyrus Olney.

Coos County--Perry B. Marple.

F. Chadwick, Thomas Whitted.

P. P. Prim.

‘vid Logan.
Burch.
Wasco County--C. R. Meigs,

MeBride.

*Living.

The Oregon constitutional convention consisted of 80 members, as
Benton County—John Kelsmy, Haman C. Lewls, *Henry B. Nichols,

Clackamas County—James K. Kelly, Asa Lawrence Lovejoy, Wil-
llam A, Sm"mthlr. HectorCampbell, Nathaniel Robbins.

Columbla County—John W. Watia

Curry County—"Willlam H. Packwood. "
Dongias County—Matthew P. Deady, Solomos Fitshugh, Stephen

Jackron County—L. J. C. Duncan, John H. Reed, Danlel Newcomb,

io-nphlm County—BSidney B. Hendershot, Willlam H. Watkine

Lane County—Enoch Hoult, W. W, Bristow, Jesse Cox, Paul Brat-*
tain, A. J. Canipbell, Teaac R. Moores. .

Lion County—-Delazon Smith, Luther Elkins, Reuben 8. Coyle, John
T. Brocks, James Shields, J. H. Brittaln.

Marion County—*George H. Willlams, *Lafayeite Grover, John C.

1 Feebles, Joseph Cox, Nieholae Shrum, Davis Sharfion, Richard Miiler.

Multnomah County—8tephend. MeCormick, Williare H, Farrar, Da-

Multnomah and Washington—Thomas J. Dryer.
Polk County—*Reuben P. Boiee,

Washington County—E. D. Shattuck, John 8. White, Levl Andersan,
Yamhbill County—M. Olds, *R. V, Short, Robert C. Kinrey, *John R.

Frederick Waymire, Benjamin F, 1

Polk and Tillamook—A. D. Babcack,
Umpqua County—Jesse Applegnte, Levi Scoft

dent stockholders had to pay,
managers were a set of Californlans who
pocketed the cash on hand and flitted
from the territory. g
YPimen” on Corporations.
“Now," sald Waymire, “came 6n our
troubles. The wire was down and was
gliving trouble to stock, was lying all

as the

along the roads, and we could not' get rid |

of the thing. The locnl psubscribers to
stock were sued In the courts, and, though
they contested, they were held lable for
the debt of the corporation personally,
and the Sheriff went into our pockets for
what the schemers had stolen.”

After detalling .the wrongs from a
personal polnt of view he related the final
catastrophe. He sald he had gone Into

the court over which Judge Willlams pre- |

sided to contest the llabllity of the thlev-
ing corporation promoters; had fought it
through a long trial and was beaten.
When night ‘came on and he started home
he was full of Indignation combined with
some of Ad Btarr's wheat whisky, and
his head waas not entirely eclear, He
ook the road along which the old tele-
graph wire had been strung, and it was
I¥lng at Intervals along his path, as If
to ndd to his misfortunes. la the dark-
ness his horse stepped Into & coll of it
and the rider soon found himself and his
horse tightly wound up to a tree by an
iron wire that he could not break, untie
or cut. “That d——d telagraph wire,"” he
exclalmed, “was ss tightly round us as
the judgment of the court rendered
agalnst me that day for helping to put it
there, My best horse was rulned by the
cutting of the wire about his legs, and
there 1 stood In the dark, cussin’' the
ramcals who got me Into this meas and
wishing in my soul that wire was round
their necks and I had the right to draw It
No corporations of any kind, sort or
character for me!" And he closed his
diatribe with anotber burst of honest In-
dignatioh.

The debate was more animated and ex-
cliting than any other question in the con-
vention, and while Waymire's offortea to
prevent corporations were nol entirely

successful, he did succeed In hedging them |

with such restrictiona and llmitations that

thelr power has been less liable to abuse

than In any other state in the Unlon.
Close to the People.

The other vital matter with Waymire
was state taxation and salaries for state
officjais. These he propoased to put at the
lowest posalble Imit. The Judges, he in-
slsted, should be pald no more than 2000
per year, then pald by the Government to
the Judges of the territory, and besldes
performing the duties of trial Judges In
thelr various districta, they were to he the
Supreme Judges en banc; and this he
forced the conventlon to adopt, with a
proviso that when the population should
reach a cortain figure & separate Bupreme
Court might be authorized by the Lagis-
lature, and as four Judges were provided
for the state, the Judge who presided In
the inferior couri. was not allowed to sit

on any appeal taken from that district, '

The lawyers In the ‘convention almost
unanimously opposed this system, but
most of the Iaymen were with Waymirs
and the knights of the bar had to acecept
it

Indebtedness on the part of the state |

was limited, and the objects of It were
specified with distinctness, and finally the
salaries for the Governor, Secretary of
State, Treasurer and State Printer became
the tople of Waymire'a vigllant attention.
For days he fought the salaries proposed
like a bulldog guarding his master's treas-
ure. He thought §I50 was enough for
the Governor. Ae the Secretary's office
had much duty to perform he finally
agreed to $1500 for him. The Btate Treas-
urer had only to keep the money safely,
he argued that §1000 was enough for him,
and 8o on down through the llst. Bome
slight changes took place before the con-
stitution was adopted, but it remains true
that as & whole the provisions of the Ore-
gon Constitution were economlcal to the
degree of parsimony. If I am correctly
Jnformed some of these limitations have
by Indirection and Ingenuity been so ex-
tended by the Leglslative Commisslons as
to avold the restrictions contemplated in

the constitution, but they have had the
effeot to make the State of Oregon one

of the most economical state governments

ever brought into being. For this condl- | noyer

tion I cheerfully give the credit to Fred
Waymire.

1 have made particular mention must
suffice. )

Many (nteresting features and incldents

of the convention, scencs Bay
and ll._ ¥ . 1 N enter-
t tatnrment; be ““The grim

humor of Reed, of Jackson County, never
i falled to excite mirth, and Logan, of Mult-
i namah, with hls zareastic tongue, mada
miny an opponent subside In silence to
his seat. The useful work was done by
Willinms, Olney, Bolse, Grover, and a few
others; the debates being participated In
by Smith, Dryer, Logan, Kelsay and spas-
modlerlly by others who took an Interest
| In that which affected them locally, Kin-
| ney, Shrum, Miller, Duncan, and many

others did not, to my recollection, make n
single speech during the entire session.

No account of the convention would be
just that does mnot include n refarence to
Delazon Smith, of Linn County. As a
political speaker no man on the Paclfic
Coast was hies equal, except It be General
Baker, who eventually became a Senator
from Oregon.

Smith was by birth, I belleve, a New
Yorker., He was educated at Oberlin Col-
lege In the days of old President Finney,
and while almost a youth he entered the
world as the editor of a political news-
paper. This portion of his life Is rather
obscure, but In the political contest of
that day he so impressed himself upon his
feliows, that he became noted as one of
the champlons of Presldent Tyler in the
latter's quarrel with his party, Some time
In 1834 he was appointed Minister to one
of the South American republics. Whather
hin office wae one that demanded constant
Rttentlon or not. I cannot say, but, at-all
events, after having entered’ upon hia
duties for a season, he concluded to Inform
himszlf by travellng In that wild and al-
most unknown region traversed by the
Andes, He crossed the continent on
horseback, and for 11 monthe was the
quest of the Btate Department. This incl-
dent led to hiz belng dubbed by the news-
papers “Tylers lost Minister,” and the
| name “Delusion” Smith was a sobriquet
| that stuck to him ever afterwards.

His Splendid Oratory.

As a platform orator he was seldom
equaled. T doubt If he were ever sur-
passed. He had a splendid volce, was
rither under medium helght, of good
presance, could say beautiful things with
splendl]l effect. and while not often in-
dulging in the dramatic style, had great
powers of Imitation, and his powera of
sarcasm and jibe were lilke the bolts of
Jove. His speeches usually began with
great dellberation of manner. His mind
was orderly. and his Intellectual pro-
cessos logical. As he adnvneed In his
subject his ideas seemed to flow In &
more rapld current, his language grow
In Intensity and force until the listener
was curried upward and onward and
drifted with the speaker to the final con-
clusion. He simply swept men by his
force and intensity to coincide with him.
1 oncas heard him address a company of
volunteers who were mustersd to say
good-bye to thelr fellow-townsmen, as
they started to the Yakima war. He ant
on his horse while he spoke. It was a 10-
minute speech, full of fire that was usual
| to him, and every sentence was & bugle
call and an inspiration; such a speech as
woitld make A mar proud to fight and dle.
Many times as I have heard Smith, I
would give more for & verbatim report of
that speech than any other I ever heard
him make. It was the cry of the war-
rior. General Baker, who hnd heard
all the great speakers of his time, sald
to me. after & debate, where he upheld
the Republican banner against Smith,
who fought for the Democrats In 1860,
that the latter was, in his judgment, the
ablest platform orator In the Demooratie
party. Baker was the most magnificent
speaker whom I ever heard, and he
frankly admitted that Smith was & foe-
man worthy of hils steel

He was an amblitious man who knew
his own powers, and felt he had a right
to expect recognition from his party, He
was sometimes petulant and Intolerant of
the small men who nibbled and peocked
at him because they knew his superiority,
but as a rule he had the magnanimity
which elways belongs to Intellectual
greatness, and only occasionally turned
aside to send a spearthrust at the an-
*1 was once in debate with him-—
a mere youth against a giant—I had
been deno the Dred Scott decision

uncing
He was an example of an honest ploneer, of the Unlted Btates Supreme Court. a
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their dellverance in the
They will hide their old
shame, and we can only pity
felt myself crushed as thoug
touched me
paw.

Smith wae one of Oregon's first Unl
Btates Benators, serving only a few days.
The Douglas-Breckenridge contest came
on shortly after. Smith and General
Lane were with Breckenridge. and no

a passing

at the home of

and embittered by defeat and the dis-

mal prospect of the future, he died more

from a broken heart than physical lllness,

He was one of Oregon’s greatest men.
How He Lost an Audlence,

I once heard him tell a story on him-
seif that was very amusing. He sald that
hé¢ was meaking an address on political
questions in one of the largest theaters
in Baltimore, where the Whigs were
largely In the majority, and where Demo-
cratic speakers found much difflculty in
procuring a hearing. Interruptions and
catcalls were rather the rule than the
exception. Smith sald he had had experi-
enze in theae Incldents elsewhere, and,
thoush warned in advance, had faith that
he could make any audience listen. On
appearing on the platform he found a
tremendous audience nand began his
speeck. He had proceeded but a short
time when he was Interrupted by a ques-
tion. He responded z littls forcibly, but
not offensively, but discovered by the
oproar that a good share of his audi-
ence had coma for the purpose not of
hearing his spesch, but on some pretext
to break up the meesting. He paused for
a while until the tumult had died down,
then started to go on with his address,
He was hardly falrly launched whan the
interruptions began again. He paunsed
for some time unti! there was a lull once
more. This time he resumed In a con-
cillatory tone, and had succesded appar-
ently in getting hiz audience in hand
and Interested. He proceeded with his ad-
dress and there appeared to be a will-
ingness to give him a falr hearing. and
for a few minutes curlosity and Interest
wore In his favor. In the course of his
argument he had occasion to [Nustrats
the paint he was making by referring
to himself gz “Mr. Bmith.” Seated In
the gallery right In front of the speaker
was a small, keen-looking man, with
conl-black eyes that snapped with =
wicked Intelligence, and as the orator
uttered the name “Bmith™ this fellow
called out in swift. clear tones: “Are
you Jo Bmith, the Mormon phophet?
The “interruption was too sudden nnd
tos directly put to be ignored, and be-
fore any reply could be made the theater
was A roaring mob, The suggestion was
fatal. T lost my held on that audi-
ence,” sald Smith, “and while & howled
and roared, after walting for a half hour
for it to subside, T turned my batk on
the howling mob in front and talked to
the reporters. It was the onily time I
was ever overwhelmed. That one black-
eyed fellow In the gallery sent a shot
that went to the center. and after T had
taken the small revenge of denouncing
Whe Baltimdpe mob ta the newspapor
men, I retired by a side door and fled
to my hotsl in a enrriage.'” He ‘added:
“This time I found an audience that
wou!d not listen, and 1 surrendered to
™

Lergthy as the personal references have
been. T must ndd to them one or two
more,

Thomns J. Dryer.

Early In the ‘530s, Thomas J. Dryer came
with a wife and daughter to Portland,
Or.., then a village with a forest as lis
limit. Dryer was an editor, nand an old-
fashioned New York “Silver Gray Whig.”™
All things which were not Whig were to
him the politics of the devil, He was a
vigorous writer and a good stump speak-
er. While his politlcs were not popular
in the territory, the parties were about
evenly balanced in his locallty, and Dryer,
posscasing many amiable qualities, was
personally popular. He was a joint dele-
gate from Multnomah and Wasrhlngton to
the convention. and In that hody he was
the steady rival of Smith on the floor. He
was a ready speaker, full of wit and hu-
mor, and often went Into debatea *‘for
the fun of the thing.” On one oceasion
he brought down the applause of the
house on Smith. I do not recall the sul-
Jeet, but In his speech Smith alluded to
some matter In which he had some experi-
encé on a question on which he was not
supposed to be an expert. Dryer replied
by quoting from Mother Gocse:

“*There's none so well as the farmer knows
How oats, peas, beans and barley grows.”

The grammar was bad, but [t was a
palpable hit, and Smith jolned in the
laughter it evoked.

Dryer's ambition was of the kind that
induced him to oppose anything that could
be used to favor the Democrats. He was
# sort of gadfly to the Demoecratic flanks,
and omitied no opportunity to sting a
Democratic lerder who came in his way.
His paper, The Oregonlan, was a Hvely
sheet, and he employed Patrick J, Ma-
lone, an Irishman, to report the proceed-
ings of the convention. Some of the
speechea were publlshed In the paper
quite fully, bat as it was only [ssued
weekly, It contalned but selections, and
in these Dryer was pretty well repre-
sented.

Dryer was a2 member of the State Leg-
lslature In 1858-59, and was an elector on
the Lincoln ticket In 1860, Tn 1861 he was
appointed to the post of Commissioner at
Honoluly. He remained there some years,
but Anally returned to Portiand, where he
dled. His health was much shaken In
his later yeara and his once vigorous mind
tmpaired toward the close, His paper,
while he controlled it, was strong. and

exerted much Influence. Founded by
Thomas J. Dryer, it has survived all of
its contemporaries, and now, under s

préesent management s regarded as one
of the leading papers of the country.
Dryer was not a great editor, but he was
well adapted to the rough and tumble of
the times, was useful to the public, and
deserves to have his memory embalmed
as one of the most useful of the ploneers.
Bright, Controveraial Reporter.

There was one who figured In that con-
vention consplevously who was not of Its
membershlp, and of whom slisht mention
has been made by those who have had oc-
easlon to refer to (s proceedings. Patrick
J. Malone was then well known to the
public as n fournalist. He wns one of the
best shorthand reporters who had appeared
in those days, and had been malnly em-
ployed In such work during the sessions
of the Territorinl Legisiature. He also
wielded a vigorous pen. and wrote with
perspleuity and force. Like all members
of the Irish race, he put much feeling into
hi= articles, and never entered Into a con-
troversy without exclting his adversary
to displays of ascerbity. In polltics a
Democrat, the passages between him and
Dryer were so remarkable for the variety
and intensity with which they had been
carried. on that there was much surprise
when he appeared at the conventlon as an
employe of The Oregoninn. Such things
are s0o common now that it would be re-
garded as unworthy of remurk, but then
it wae o matter of nmazemont. Dryer had
alluded to him as “Paddy Whaek," “Ted-
dy O'Rourke-Malone,” “My Boy'"" “Bog-

:

be should be found sitting at a reporters
“The Orvegonian” seemed
and water. The journalist
nowadays undersands the value of
procies, just as the plonecrs
Malone was even then 4
the modern professional
Demoerats thought him
bis party who bad been
a price, and yet the only
was, that he was a cor-
reporter for The Orego-
nian, and was pald for this services.
intimate with him at
hile the mercenary side
of his character (judging as many did)
made me feel a doubt of the man's con-
In-

]

ness towards all the opposition, but in an
Interview which took place immedintely
auter 1 hnd been nominated as a candidate
for Congress, he not only conceded that
I would be elected, but sald it would lead
to an inevitable advancement of the po-
Htleal creed of which 1 was then an
exponent. He sald. '“The brain of this
Natlan Is on one side of this great con-
troversy. All the educational tendencles
are In favor of the Republican creed; the
litwrary ourrent sweeps that way, and It
cannot be resisted. The Democratic party
is doomed to retirement from power as
Inevitebly as the river that disappears in
the '&ir
Stenographic Notes Not Used.

Abhout 1587 or 1888 Malone appeared at
Idaho City where I resided, and took
charge of a Democratic paper for a brief
time W:th true Irish impetuosity he em-
braced the cause of a faction of his own
party which finally led to his dismissal
from the paper, and with his wandering
habits he drifted to Catifornia in his char-
acter of reporter and Journalist. In Ida-
ho, where I was then a resident, holding
an official position, our relations were re-
newed, and both personaliy and in his
paper, he always treate! me with generous
consideration. 1 will say of him that he
WAS & man of remarkable abliity, had
splendid rescurces as a journallst, though
eoften wrong In the'r application, but was
true to his personal friendships.

He ‘sald he always Intended to put his
phonographic notes of the debites In the
convention Into the hands of the state
when they were called for. But no one
had presented the matter to the Legisin-
ture and ho had never written them up,
and should not vntll some compensation
were provided him. He dled some years
ago In San Jose, Cal., but the noles are
probably In existence atill. I would sug-
gost that the Historieal Bocleiy make an
effort to secure them. The method of re-
porting has changed largely from that
prevalling in his day, but no doubl per-
sons able to transcribe his notes can be
found.

I remember that In commenting one day
on the different members he remarked
that Delazon Smith was the easlest man
in the body to report, and Deady wasa
the most diffcylt, President Deady spoke
with extreme rapldity. Smith, though ve-
hement, mude all his sentences tell by
the distinctness of hls utterance, and
never indulged In Ilnvolved santences.
Depdy strove to get rid of his ideas quick-
ty. while Smith presented hls for their ef-
fect on others.

A Personnl Experience.

I had a little personal experience in that
convention which I have since had fre-
quent ocenslon to remember.

I had pledged myself to the voters be-
fore the electlon that If I were chosen I
would offer a sectlon In the bill of rights
forbidding slavery, in the usual form. In
harmony with that pledge I prepared a
section, taking the language from the or-
dinance prepared by Jefferson in 1757,
ceding the Northwest Territory to the
Gencral Government. 1 showed It ape-
clally to my seatmate—Logan—and W, H.
Farrar, deleghtes from Multnomah Coun-
ty. Both nald, AN right: go ahead”
Well, 1 offered it, and Mr. Farrar Imme-
diztely rose and called for the previous
question. To my astonlshment both Logan
and Farrar voted agalnst the proposition,
Loganw was an Old Line Whig and Farrar
a professed Free State Democrat. To =ay
that 1 was amazed expresses my feelings
but Hghtly. *“Too radlen)," was the only
answer 1 recelved to my remonstrances,
I confess I never had any confidence In
either of those gentlemen afterwards. |
expressed mysclf on the subject with soma
asperity to Malone, and he sald: "It Joes
not surprise me. As to Logan, He has no
politics; he Is only opposed to the
Democratie party; and Farrar has no
convictions on any subject. He is as slip-
pery 88 an eel, and can no more be de-
pended upomg than an Indlan. He was
elected on un Independent ticket denounc-
ing the Democratie party for trying to
dodge the slavery issue, and then votes
to dodge 1t himself.,” It showed that Ma-
lone's Insight Into men wnas keen and
not inclined to orrm

W. H. Farrar.

A word about W, H. Farrar. He was a
native of New Hampshired, was a man of
fine education and acquirements, a hrii.
Lant lawyer and powerful advocite, What
his defect of character was I have al-
woys heen at a loss to know, He wuas a
man of falr complexion with light blonde
hilr. His bearing was clegant and his
address winning, but there were always
inconsistencies In his conduct that nis
frienda could not explain, and he never
attempted to explain anything himself—
did not seem to reallze that it was neces.
sary., A noted Instance of this occurred
some years after the time of which I

speak. He win invited to deliver the
annunl address at an anniversary of the
State of New Hampshire In 1884 He
was then lving in Washington Clty, He

accepted the Invitation and wes ibundant.
Iy capable of performing its requirements
with credit, for he was hn elegant piat-
form orfitor. Some weeks before the date
of the services he Adlsappearcd from the
city, and when the time for the jour-
ney came no one knew of his where-
abouts, and when asked on his return
fbout the anniversary procesdings, he
quietly sald he did not go and knew noth-
ing of them. He was a brililant man
whase life was lived with good oppor-
tunities and no frultage. He was once
Mayor of Portland. I say of him, be-
ciuse he Is where coriticlsm cannot in-
jure nor pralse reach him, he seemed to
have lived a wasted life,
Witty “Hal™ Reed,

May I indulges in a few words of an.
other member of the convention, who
lived many years in the City of Portland
and ponassed away after 1 lUfe of useful-
neas and honor? I mean Reed, of Jack-
son County. At that time he was about
0 years of age. A lawyer, he had been
liberally educited, and while not,
haps, at the front rank of his profession,
was even then estimated among his
brethren as of high promise. He had the
faculty of speaking with a good deal of
force, ind with a sort of grim humer in
his manner, that though It was often de-
livered with a sm!le had a subacld flavor
that made it entertalning.

He had been entirely ellent for some
dayo after the organization and had been
greatly bored by some of the ambitlous
orafors of the body. When a motion was
made to lmit debate and Delazon Smith
had flung an adjectiye or two at the
“dumb dogs who couldn't bark and didn't

want fo listen to those who could,” Reed |

arose and proceeded to demonsirate that
his slience heretofore was not because he
was “dumb,” but becauvse he was there to
forward the business, and in reply to

and such lke epiihets, and that |

per- |

“silence s golden” and If the member
from Linn County. whose ambition to rise
to s seat In the Senate was well known In-
duced him to conclude that the aflent
members could be “wiped out with a wet
rag” he would diecover that he might have
misjudged thelr silence, before ihe gams
had been fully played out. The apeech
was witty, humorous and sarcastle, and at
once Reed rope to be the favorite of the
canvention. While he was nearly always
brief he was listened to with attention
and made an excellegt impression. After
the adoptlon of the Constitution he was
much talked of for the U. 8 Senatorship,
but the factional fight which arose in the
Democratic party was soon extendsd to
the wvarlous wings of the party and In
the struggle Reed fell between the fac-
tione. Early in the xixties he went to
Nevada and engaged In pome of the great
mining cames In thd courts thers, and re-
turning again to Oregon followed -his pro-
feaslon In Portland where he dled many
years ago. He had acknowledged ablifty
43 a lawyer, but I bellcve he took no active
part In political affairs. He was a great
Joker, wns inclined to the convivial aide
of things, and was so seldom serlous that
I think his ability was often minrated
At all events, he made a umeful member
of the Constitutional Convention, and wae
:Emun who once known was never forgot-

.

Without mentioning other names that
are equally entitled to notice, 1 feal jus-
tifled In amserting that the members of
the Oregon Constitutional Conventiaon,
man for man, would not suffer in com-
parison with any llke body I have had the
opportunity to observe. I have tedly
neen the electlve bodles of the dlfferent
states In sesslon, have attended the ses-
sions of many Congresses of the United
Biptes, Ustoned to thelr proceedings and
obaerved them from from any blam and I
will not qualify what I have just stated.
Bincerity, Intelligence, Integrity and direct.
ness were manifest in all that was sald
and done by the convontion. The member-
sbip was clearly controlled by convictions,
and an intelligent knowledge of what was
needed at the time and would be adaptsd
to the wants of the future. Many of (ts
members were of the highest order of in-
telligenes, Willlams, Deady. Grover, Lo-
gan, Dryer and a dozmen others were men
who would have heen distinguished In
any community where abllity and satates-
menship are recognized, Thelr work was
indorsed by the people and has stood the
test of critlclsm and time for over ®
yvears. That it had defects when mado
was mdmitted by many. but on the whale
it then surpassed and stil! surpasses many
Constitutions more pretentious, even thase
of later date. It Is brief in its lan-
guage, affording leas ground for debate or
conatruction than most of such instru-
ments and has caused less difference of
opinlon for the ecourts than almost any
organle law with which I am soquainted,

Let us render honor to its framers, of
whom only a few examples remaln. and
let their names be enrolled as a wise few
who laid the foundations of a grest com-
monwealth so deeply that it has protected
for nearly half a century the Hves, llberty
and property of its people, and Is still
their glory and their pride.

Billy and His Drom.

James Whitcomb Riley.
Ho! It's come, kids, come!
With s him! bam! bum!
Here's little Hilly bangin’
drum!
He'n a-marchin’ 'round the room,
With his (eather-duster plume
A-noddin’ as’ &-bobbin’ with his bim! bom!
boom!

on his blg brass

Looky, 1ittle Jane an’ Jim!

Wil you onaly look at him,

A-tn in" am' &-th " with his bamn! bom!)
bim!

Er the L Y 3 e .
Er s it e::m bis btmf bam! bum!

I'm a-comin’; yes, I am—

Jim an’ Sis, an’ Jane an’ Sam!

We'll all march off with Billy an' his boml!
bim! ham!

Come hurrawin' as you coms,

Er they'll think you're deaf-an'-dumb

Ef you don't hear little Billy an' his big brase
drum?

What the Well-Known Peo-
ple of Portland
Say ot

C. GEE WO

THE GREAT
CHINESE DOCTOR

Can It be wonderea
that he 8 called
r“t. when his won-
erful remedles cure
énd bheip s0 many
sick and sufteping
ie, not oniy here,
ut throughout the
United Siates?
are glven up to die;
others told that an
cperallon was Lhoe
oniy help for them,
yet thelr lives were
saved without the
great suffering of an
operation. Cured by
werful Chi-
2 bien o e
bu barks and yvegeiabies, T en-
Lug:’:r unkoown o medical science In inis
country, Through the use of these harm-
Jesn remedies he treais any and all dis-
cases of men women and chliidren. 'lxl:l-d
famcus doctor knows tne action of over
W0 different remedies that he has suc-
cessfully used in diffcrent disesses. He
uaraniees to cure calarra, asihma, iung
roubles, rheumatiam, Jervousnes<, slom-
ach, liver, kidney, lemfie LroND loac
manhood and all private Jd:=3cuses. Head
foliowing t¢stimoniawe. bas bandrecs
more 5L his cifles

Testimoniais o well-known people:

G. W, Suffore, 8 Sixtn street—._ured
of kidney and woladder trounle of omne
year's standing.

G. A. Lane, corner Eleventh and Norin-
rup—turcd of kidney, liver and bladder
trouble of saveral years' standing.

Mias 5, Starbuck, 882 Front streei—Sufl-

ferin; {rom tiom, womb and
| stgindch_ trouble.

| Mre N, A, Dibble, Burns, Or.—Siomzch
and female weakness, several years' stand-
ing. LI. recommend his wonderful ureai-
mell

A. Jensen, 300 East Ci
indigestion, stomach and lver trouble of
W years standing, and cured in six
weeks,

Mrs. Hadson—Suffering from hemorrhags
of womb and female weakness of four
months, and was cured In a short ume
by this wonderful treatment.

Charges maoderate. Call and see him.
Consullation free.  Patients out of iLhe
eity write ‘or blank and cireular. Inclose

tamp. Address The C, Cee Wo Chinese
Meadicine Third street,
Portland, papes

street, cured of

Company,
Or. Mention this

R aamu

READ! READ! READ!




