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much sttention.
complished exactly what Mr.
tended.

Dramnatie Notes, It is rumored in theatrical circlea that
Much comment has been made regardipg Nance O'Nell, who has just retorned from

Conssquently, it has ac-
Cordray In-

Pawnbrokers,"” at Cordray's Theater. The I
skit is constructed solely for lawghing
purposes, and abounds in Judicrous ab-
surdities, songs, dances, concerted num-
bers, speclal scenery and novel light ef-

York, the vast nudience cheered her tol
the eche. Her work ls equal to the fin-
est of grand opera, Ia the general ver-
dict. The Bostonlans will be seen at the
Marquam Grand Theater In the very near

New Year's matinee and the usual Bun- |

|
his volce !s one of the best on the Coast, |
day and Saturday matinees will be glven.

He recently made & hit as the King In |
the “Pirates of Penzance,” and he Ist
copsiderad one of the club'a most valuable
seguisitiona

In Mr. Byrne the clubs have a polished | future, fects are furnished to make it especlally PR ek’ | 8 tour arcund world, loo I more
CHRISTMAS AT THE BAKER. to catch a breath between laughs. In the | Monologist. who has been well received — attractive. In addition to the large cast, f'"" bilitag ffc”:: P,“"‘"‘l" Juoe. Lm»l:. DR PR it Shatfan I S e
— supporilng company we will find Miss | €Verywhere. New Year's Week nt Cordray's. there is a chorus of pretty girls in fetch- “ompany at Cordray’s this week. All the templates n I

The Nelll Stock Company Will Pre- Ings Bell, Mresand Mrs Lucler, Albert C. A fine male quartst 1s one of the club's Commencing matinee Bunday. Decem- | ing costumes, so that three hours of mer- beautiful lthos and pictorial paper has | witi an elabe duction of “Clsopat-
sent “The Charity Ball” Davis, Willlam Bush and many others. | S20W numbers. -In the Gige Club's songs | ber 35 Joe W. Spears’ Comedians, headed | riment is assured the lovers of hilarious | been posted upside down. The bliiposter | ra ' ay, of this
Starting with the matines performance | There will be a grand Christmas holiday | the college color does not so strongly pre- | by the original comedians, Sullivan and | farce. *“The Irlsh Pawnbrokers” are| must not be censured. He was stmply fol- | city, will probably be inter i with Me-
this afternoon and running the balance | matinee, with the usual Saturday and | dominate as to make their work lose in- | Mack, and the dainty Jittle comedienne, | drawn from real life, the original being | lowing an edict that came from Manager | Kee Rankin in the direction of the tour,
of the week, “The Charity Ball” will be | Sunday matiness, terest to the outsider, but what they have | Mazle Trumbull, will present the latest | a New Yorker on the East Side of town | Cordray, who ordered the change. It cer- | and contemplates an early visit to New

the offering at the Baker Theater, by the of a Stanford tone ia of the very best musical extravaganza entitled *The Irish | by the name of Levi Murphy. Special! tainly I8 a novelty, and has attracted | York to perfect plans

The Mandolin Club has nassumed the
proportions of & stringed band, and they
play with perfect orchestration and In
spirited pleces with & crashing effect,

Nelll Stock company. In addition to the
regular ‘performances there will be a
special hollday matinee on Christmas af-
ternoon, on which occasion the man-

TO OPFEN IN “THE GLADIATOR.”

Mr. Downing to BT!een at the Mar-
quam Tomorrow Night.

Damage Suit s Lively War on the

1
11! A Sensational
H Theatrical Syndicate.

DRAMATIC LETTER

NEW YORK

agement of the Baker will agaln prove
that the prices at this popular theater
never change, owing to the fact that, un-
ke many houses throughout the coun-
try, the prices for the holiday matines
will be the game as those of the regular
Saturday and Sunday matinees,

In selecting ““The Charity Ball” for the
Christmas wesk attraction, the manage-
ment has made a wise cholce, and if the
play doesn't prove a record-breaker for
the Baker It will be & grest surprise. The
play is an exceptionally strong one, and
every part in It s a gem.

The story of the play Is one of more
than urual interest. The scene opens
Christmas day, In New York City, at the
home of John Van Buren, rector of St
Mildred's Church, on which occasion Van
Buren is entertaining the poor boyvs of
his Bunday school! by giving them a
Christmas dinper in the parish building
andjncent to his home While the festivi-
ties are in progress, Ann Cruger, who Is
in love with Van Buren, comess over to
help him entertain his charges. Dick
Van Buren, a brother of the rector, who
has been in Europe for his health, re-
turns home unexpectedly, meeting Phyllis
Lee, & young lady whom he had betrayed
in former years under promise of mar-
riage. John becomes aware of this fact,
&nd in & very dramatic scenc compels his
brother to marry the girl he hnd wronged,
performing the marringe ceremony him-
self. Ann Cruger goes to Europe. return-
ing one year later, when John confesses
that what he thought was friendship for
her wan in reality love, and eventually
the two are married.

The comedy of the play is contributed
to by Judge Peter Gummey Knox, Mrs
De Peyster, Alec Robinson, who aspires
to be known as Alexander the Great; Bess
YVan Buren, Betts, the old organist of
8t. Mildred's Church; Franklin Cruger,
Mr. Creighton, and two Wall-street mag-
nates. "The Charity Ball* will be fol-
lowed by Hoyt's best play, “A Temper-
ance Town." Friday mnight has been
given the Btanford Glee and Mandolin
Clube for thelr college entertalnment.

“PICKINGS FROM PUCK.™

Musical Novelty to Fill Christmas
Week Engagement at Cordray's. «
Commencing this afternoon, a new mus-

fcal nowveity. *"Pickings From Puck,” a

really funny piay, will attract and hold

the attentlon of the theatergoing public
at Cordray’s Theater for one week,
beginning Sunday matinee today, Decem-
ber 2. The play is up to date bright,
snappy. and the least of its good features
i= Itz originality; & review of the current
events humoroualy and artistically treated,

Introducing speclal novelties, catchy sones,

graceful dmncing and beautiful scenery.

Willard Simms, who essays the star

role, and who has just returned from his

sojourn “across the pond.” was the prin-

cipal comedian with the Edna May Com- |

pany, playing the leading Tole in “The
American Beauty."” Miss Catharine Lin-
yard, noted for the beauty of her wglce
&nd her resemblance to Lillian Russell,
nssiate in the support of the production
to & great degres and gives a perform-
ance that is always consistent and pleas-
ing. The chorus Is one of the special fea-
tures, rounding out the play with melody
and graceful dancing. and It may be said
that the Ping Pong dance 18 a distinet
novelty and ome In which
shows to cxceptional advantage. The
musical numbers are breezy and cheery;
in fact, sll that could be desired of a
musical comedy

The plot of the play ls sbove the aver-
age for this sort of a production. Sam
Flinders, while at college at Harvard,

to go to New York and go on the stage.
His parents being opposed to it

& chap, with a *“I-don’t-care-what-be-
comes-of-me” way about him, decided to
sbift for himself. and while \hn New York
he met the actress he had fallen In love
with while at college, who turmned out to
be no other tham the woman his parents
had selected to become his wife, not
knowing that she had ziso adopted the

The play is full of Jife, with one humor-
ous incident crowding 8o closely upon an-
other that the audience has but lttle time

the chorus |

| audience of theater-goers who

disin- |
herit him, but. belng 8 reckless sort of |

In the history of the American stage
there cannot be found another Instance
where an actor has so suddenly become
prominent as Mr. Downing. Persevernnoe
has done much for him, but all the per-

severance in the world would have
amountsd to nothing had he not had the
trge histrionic genlus to support it. In
intellectual power Mr. Downing is trul;'*
great, for the fine Intelligence that marks
bis work ls marked, tempered and quali- |
fled by the modesty of a sound judg-
ment Manly In whatever he does, ear-
nest, sincere, consclentious, always seem-
ing to think the character greater than
himself, Downing has done excellent
work, and his success as “The Gladlator™
is too well known 1o go into detall here.
He will play pt the Marquam Grand
Theater tomorrow (Monday) and Tuesday
nights, and the Portland public will have
an opportunity to judge for themselves.
While ha will only produce “The Gladia-
tor'" here, Mr. Downing has over 25
clasalcal and standard plays In his reper-
toire; in the 17 years of his starring
toure he has always produced from one
to two plays e\'er:r year., Beats are now
selling.

XMAS AT THE MARQUAM.

Andrew Robson Will Star in “Rich-
ard Carvel™

A romantic drama of unusual intersst,

adapted from a noval so extensively read

that the characters seem like familinr ac-

quaintances to & majority of theater-

goars, whils to tha others the play, so

complete in Itself ae a drami, appeals
with the force of novelty added to Its
dramatic charm; staged with complete
special scenery throughout, and supplied
with all of tha accessories of correct
costumes, furnishings and minor detajls
that ald so largely In presenting appro-
priate pictures of the environment; in-
terpreted by an actor in the stellar role
who hns won by his earnest, consclen-
tious work and the development of his
natural gifts a place among the foremost
in his profession, end by & supporting
cast vouched for a= belng peculiarly
ndaptad for portraving the parts &s-
signed—these are the claims made by
Andrew HRobson's management for his
production of “Richard Carvel”” which
will be seen at the Marquam Grand
Theater for five, performuances, begin-
ning with & matinee Christmas day.
Although this i= Mr. Robson's first visit
to ths Pacific Const as = star, the repu-
tation of his success in the East and
Bouth has thus far served to attract large
audiences wherever he has appeared; and
the performances given in Butte, Spo-
k&ne, SBeattle and Tacoma have been de-
scribed by the critics of those cltles s
equal in point of excellence to the best
wilressed there this season: and star,
play, company and production have
shared in more pralse than has been

accorded any other recent attraction. The !

advance Bale of seats will begin at the
box-office of the theater next Tuosday
morning, st 10 o'clock.

STANFORD CLUBS COMING.

Friday Will Be Ttn-twd Night =t
The Baker,

coming of the Btanford Unlversity Glee
and Mandolin Clubs,
tesy of Manager George L. Beker, Friday,
December 26, hes been made “Stanford
night” ait The Baker Theater, and the col-
lege musicians will be welcomed by a large
take de-
Hght in the songa, pranks and tinkling mu-

| sle of & merry company of troubadours.
falis In love with an actress, and decides |

The Btanford clubs can show this year
the results of hard and careful
ensemble work, and thelr songs are so
varied and so0 well balanced aa to grave
and gay selectlons as to offer an enter-
tainment which ought to please aimost
any one

Baker and Bush, the funny fellows who
made good on the Ilast tour, have become

polished to an almost professional finlsh |
in the fast year, and you don't need to |
be a college man to laugh at thelr stunts. |
Among other things they do a t:l.'ll'lt-squn1

on 8 scene from grand opera which is
side-eplitting In its realism.

anumu:hehnunhln.md-

f

One of the pleasant soclety and munieal |
events of the holldsy week will be the

Through the cour- |

drill in

COMING ATTRACTIONS,

The Bostonians,

The Bostonlans this season are stronger
than ever. They ecasily lead all other
comic opera organizations In the ocoun-
try. The great company that has recently
preaented ““Robln Hood" and “Mald Ma-
rian” In New York with such signal sue-
cogs will appear In its entirely here. H.
C. Barnabee, W. H. MacDonald, George

| B. Frothingham snd Josephins Bartistt

continue Iin their original partes Miss
Grace Van Studdiford is the prima donna.
The musical crities of the country say
she iz undoubtedly the finest soprano sver
engaged by the Bostonjans. Night after
night at the Academy of Music, New

of the weck on the Rialto waa the
sult brought sgainst Klaw & Er-
langer, head of the so-called “‘theatrical
syndieate,” by "Yours Merily,” John R.
Hogers who wante 500,000 for belng false-
Iy confined in Bellevue Hospital on &
charge of insanity preferred by A. L Er-
langer on behalf of the firm. Rogers, who
was once husband and mansger of Minnle
Palmer and had much to do with the suc-
cosn of Mary Anderson, has not been high-
ly sucessful of late years and he saye the
supposed freexe-out polley of the syndl-
cate is responsible,
Last Spring Rogers wrote a long lstter

NB“' YORK, Dec. 17.—The sensation
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to Klaw & Erianger ambodying his viewn
upon thelr methods, closing by saying he
probably would have to “starve or hang"
and that he “preferred to hang." Br-
langer construed this into a threat against
the life of himself and his partner, and
horried for protecilon to the police court.
Taking advantage of a New York law un-
der which a man may have any person in-
carceratad for a week to have hls sanity
tested by simple declaration of bellef
that he Is insane, he had Rogers taken in-
to custody. At the end of the prescribed
week the doctors declared there was not
the alightest ground for supposing Rogers
Wis crazy,

On being released Rogers agaln spoke
openly and bitterly against the powerful
syndicate, charging them with persecu-
tion of the weak, and asserting he would
seck vindication in the courts. Since then
he spent severa! monthe and considerable
money In strengthoning his position be-
fore bringing the case to court.

The War Against the Syndieate.

The battle between the syndicate and its
young rival, the Independent Booking
Agancy, headed by Harrlson Grey Flske,
Maurice Campbell_oand James K. Hack-
ett is growing.warmer as tho new organ-
fzat!on galns In strength. The latest point
has been won by Klaw & Erianger. This
was when they secured a few daya ago the
friendship of Webor & Flelds This
unigue and popular firm of comedian-man-
agers had been at outs with the *“trust’
for'several years because of personal 4if«
ferences between Erlanger and Joseph
Weber and on acccunt of the rivdiry be.
tween Weber & Flelds and thelr imitators
the Rogers Brothers, who are under syn-
dicate management.

During this time when Weber & Flelds
went, on thelr annual Bpring tour, they
played in houses not controlled by the
trust. This gave the Independents great
hope of winning them as allles, The new
agency thought it wna about to galn the
dny when FErlanger and Weber met, shook
hands and decided to put the hatchet fon
over underground.

Retorns Henrletta Crosman’s State-
ments,

Flushed with this victory, no doubt, Er-
langer showed his contempt for the oppo-
sition this week by returning.unopened
to Maurice Campbell two letters bearing
the latter's office address on the envelope
They were marked “refused.” The
eplstlen were statements of Henrletta
Crosman's extraordlnary box office re
ceipts during her run In “The Sword of
the King" at the Academy of Music in
Philadelphia. The prescnt situation was
brought about by what Miss Crosman and
Mr Campbell eonsidered maliclous perse-
eution on the part of the syndicate when
she was having her unusunl success in
“UMistress Nell” at the Savoy. . She ter-
minated her engagement there by coming
before the curtaln and dismissing her au-
dience by » speech In which she spoke
of harsh' treatment. At that time Ada
Rehan, under management of Klaw &
Erianger, was scoring a fallure at the
Enickerbocker Theater In & play, lltke
Miss Croasman's, bnsed on the Ilife of
Nell Gwynne. The birth of the Inde-
pendent Booking Agency was almost a
direct resuit of the abandonment of that
engagement.

Mrs, lmangtry as Playwright.

Mrs. Langtry now is on her way to thia
country again and will make her firet ap-
peargnce New Year's week in the Garrick
Theater. Pecullar Interest attaches to this
viaslt of the famous beauty because she
returns In the two-fold rale of actress and
drumatist. She I8 to produce while ‘here
“The Crosswnys," & piny written by her-
#elf and Hartley Manters, a player in her
compiny. It has been played in England
but twice, once as a trial performance at
Manchester, up W which time the Jersey
Lily had kept It gecret that she had had
anvthing to do with the writing of It
and once It London. This iast was on
the night before she took ship for Amerl.
en, and, from the English standpoint, the
event waz made doubly notable by the
presence of the King and Queen. Mrs
Langtry i& to present one other play on
this tour—"Mile. Mars,” a drama dealing
with a noted French siren of the Napo-
leonlc period. Her American engagement,
which Is under the direction of Charles

Frohman, is limitad to 20
tion.

weeks' dure-

“The Taming of Ellen.”

Richard Harding Davis has decldad to
call the play he has written for Henry
Miller *"The Taming of Ellen.” The nov-
ellst was nettled to And out It had been
discovered this plece Is but & dramatiza-
tion of one of his most popular stories,
“The Lion and the Unlcorn." The sappo-
aition had been that the plot had nevar
been used before In any form. For pur-
poses of this production Miller has passed
under the management of Charles B. Dil-
Uingham, who directs the tours of Julla
Marlowe and has Maxine Elliott under |
contract for next season.

Dillingham Is engaging a splendid com-
pany for support of Miller. He mude o
ten-strike In securing for leadlng woman
Jeagle Milward, late chief actress of the
Fmpire Theater Company, and one of the
cleverest women ever sent over hete
from England. The cast will have pearce-
ly a lesa talented player in Grace Ellls-
ton, who played leading parts with Miller
all last Bummer In Sun Francisco. Re-
hearsals of “The: Taming of Ellen'” al-
rendy have begun, and it ls expocted the
play will be ready for the road early next
month.

Louils James' Danghter to Star.

Diilingham hap added to his collection
of stars Millle James, the young daughter
of the tragedian, Louls James. This girl
was struggling along In small parts untll
two and & hall years ago, when C])'d-le
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Bush and Baker, Comedians
with Stanford Musical Clabs.

Fitch and Willlam A. Brad)' oast her for
the role of the walf, Simplicity Johnson,
n_“‘Lover's wane.” Her success In play-
ing the hoydenish, Impertinent, Irrespon-
sible girl of 11 was guch that she was the
actress of the hour. She became the most
talked-of yourng woman In New York

over-night, and she was featured by the | .

daily and Sunday press not only to the
extent of columns, but of pages,

The manager is having Paul Kester
write a play for Miss James, He Ils the
young Southern author who dramatized
“When Knighthood Was In Flower” and
“The Cavaller” for Julla Marlowe. In
drawing & character for the young star,
Kester Is to keep in mind the style of tal-
ent she displayed in "Lovers Lane.” The
play will be a sprightly comedy, peesibly
of the rural type.

Millle James |s not yet 5 years old. She
i= not fashioned in the large mold of her
father, though she Inherited much of his

histrianie abllity. Bhe ls quite small and
not look a day older than the 11 years she
: for stage purposes,
The Kester play may not be ready in time
for Mlss James to make her stellar debut

Virginia Earl Refuses.

i om the verge of &
lively row with her manager, George W.
& couple of days
without consulting her he en

her to take Lalu Gliser':

¢, while Miss Glaser is {11,
declared herself in no unmistukable tenms
to the effect that she would not t
and treded as & chattel
was because Lederer went about arrnng-
+ denl without asking her permis-
bat -hp was no less angry

Her chief anger

night-stand ecircults

Lederer has been at wit's end for somas
o know what to do with Miss Earle.
He hag her on h:ﬂ.nd and was expected to
provide a piu)

Hbrettos ulnl' b :t “-‘nn h had ne
y

I“‘.nuk.) It WS | dec

t In the mmmimc.
Frederick Ranken and George H.
a musicnl play for
“ahill under this titla

ne sense of profes.
slonal courtesy and the ygeneral Atness of
anything to do
with a piay which in any way

fringe upon the more! legal rights of

to be contendsd
It looks as If she wins.
Original vas. J
Last week Now York witnessed for thas
i i history of its Lhi'u:rit‘.ﬁiﬁ.
or perhaps any theatricals,
original forelgn \‘orslan of a '-ln?
in rivalry with Its English adapt
the Princess Theater on
It made 1;,.e t'.--ur at
the head of a company In
“Alt Heldelberg,"”
nal waa revived in German 1
Place Theater at the same time.
who thus sets
the footsteps of h t
Bouelcault, has lmprove ¥
the original play, at least from an Ameri-
He has added to the
which tha orl
he has retalned the Ge
ment, !hr- mast attrac l:-'-

can standpolnt.

mes nearer to lw-hg

oné of the real
puccestes of the secason.

e '."'-F,n-r"n" to have
T o) 2 Crown Prince
2 the publleation of the

T - with which they
ahc\um:m! brought a great deal of adver-
ising to Miss Gilman,

pAc 'n'..;:r_‘ of love

but her managers
n if the advertising is of the

:tlen of the press agent in
i ileationa In such
and others along the
opinion that the letters are fake,
1 makes the offense
The Slamese Consul-General
|1-. New York has atarted an investigation
of the affair and so has the Department of
Assistant Secretary

(Conciuded ou Page 2)



