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WAS FIRST DISCOVERED IN OREGON -

FIRST HOUSE BUILT IN KERBY.

EARLY HISTORY OF
KERBYVILLE _
JOSEPHINE COUNTY

PIONEER
MINING CAMP

How a Wrecked Billiard
Table Figured in the
Founding of a County

PIONEER HOTEL, BUILT IN 1538,

at the foot of the
with it one long
rerlooking the walley
river, Js Kerdy, the first

t of Josephine and one of the

and

cOUDly Fen

oldest minlng camps of Oregon. Kerby
today = as qulet an old counlry town
a8 ane would ¢enre o zee. But Kerby was
not alware such. There wan a time when
Kerhy, then known as Kerbyvilie. was
the gay nnd exchanged
mbre “dust” {lu er mining town
north of San Franciseo, That was daring

The

the palmy
¥CATE AEoO,
¥ille sesth
exolted

Ba 00

gold-fevered
the strects
the stampede of 2000

From a half dozen
and night the bolster-

deys of &
Rerby-

of

gole

la=ned

dayv

ous merriment of revellng dancers, the
clink of glassces and the monotonous hub-
Lub of the faro tables,

Ke e wne in reality during those

@ays but o Culifornia mining camp maved
over the siskivous, as 1 was composed of

the & » slampede that swept across the
plaine during the excitement of "8, But
a few mil below Kerbyvilie, on the
Illinots, Jousephine Creek emptied |ts
waters Inlo the larger stream and it was
fiere that zold was first discovered in the
Uregon Territory. It wes the news of
this discovery that brought the lving
stremun over the narrow trall of the Bis
kirous and started swarms of mén ap

avery gulch and stream in Sowuthern Ore-
gon, Alomg every creck gold was discov.
ered and miners flocked in by the hun-
dreds, With rocker and pan millions of
dollare in nuggets and dust were cradled
from the gravel of the creek beds.

Today in passing along the one street
mf the old town the traveler will find
dut few scattered remalns of the gy
XKerbyville of 3 years ago. The old court-
house Iz gone, but the town hall re-
malns. On up the street is the old jail.
It still stands just as It stood # years
ago—u two-story, dark, gloomy structure,
beneath the spreading branches of the
eniwining maple, whose limbs soerved as
&an ever-ready gallows for the
*hangin's” of the réugh end ready days,

Along the strect, and some of them
amoved back to glve way for modern im-
provements, are found the crumbling
remalns of the old dancehalls and stores.
The wind and the weather, the worms
and the decay of a half century have
done thelr work, and long sinte put many
of these out of business, The walis all
Yean roward the ceoter, the windows and
dooms are boarded up and a few scattered

popular |

beer slgms, punctured with the bullet |
marks of the old-timers’ six-shooters, still
cling desperately to the decaying walls
Many of the older bulldings have crum.
bled away and no vestige of them re-
mains,. The old ploneers, the older oncs
of the early s, have too passed sway.
Among the many who alded in the found-
ing of Kerby, but five remain,

Biiliard Table Founds n Town.

As to the beginning of Kerby there are
confiicting stories, One of the most Inter-
esting of these Is to the effect that a
billard table was responelble for the
establishment of the old camp. Among
the remaining plonesrs, some say this is
while olhers doubt It However LLes

blg load before she

Within eight miles of Althouse the

master,

fell with 1o

an enterprising thought came

solved to carry It out,

a "grand opening.’

=
bring the billlard table over the moun-,
tainous and narrew trail from Creecent |
City to Althouse, & distance of & miles.
But the old mule gave way under her
reached Althouse. |
ola
mule sank down dead bencath the billiard
table and nearly broke the heart of her
The saloon-kKesper wouldn't pay
Martinez beciuse he had not delivered the |
table, so Martines let it rest where .\ntl:w
In hls thirst for revenge |
into tae|
mind of the Spanish packer and he r?f]
He bullt & saloon ;
around the billiard table and advertised | covered the palmy days of the old mining
With the only bll-  tawn. It was in the early part of the

camo to Southern Oregon with her father
In 1851, At the time of the designation

mining cumps in the Illinols Valley, In
which sectlon nearly the whole of the
population of Southern Oregon was cen-
tered at that time.
Althouse, Browntown and Kerbyville, In
these scveral camps and the surrounding
districts there was a floating population
of several thousand. An election was held
to decide the all-important guestion, and
Kerbyville was found to be the cholce,
Kerbyville was the county seat of Jo-
sephine for 38 years, and those 23 years

There were “‘a].da,l

| of Josepiune there were ssveral thHivIng | wus unfortunate, however, that the min-

Rogus River tribe, and were noted for | dued iIn June of 186 The miners Tre-
thelr acts of thievery and begging. It | turnedd to thelr slulces, the farmers to

their ranches ; the merchants to their
ers attacked them at the time they did, | stores. Kerbyvilla became lis ofd =l
as tha party was largaly composed of | sagain. The grew and prospered
squaws, children and old men. with each passing =meason. In 1808 a mag-

and hasty proceedings of the band of min-
ers was the bloodlest in the early history

The outbreak that followed the unwise | nificent bridge
those days—wuos

at Kerbyville.

hullt

magniflcent,
ACTOS:

WASs

of Southern Oregon. The results that | thousand dollars, but it
followed were as horrible as they were | swept away by flond,
startllng end sudden. The settlers living | It was In 185

In peace along the Applegate. the Rogue | (ts lielght. It was In this
and the Illpols gwere given no warning I B C.

of the Table Rock affalr,
suffer
that followed. Many miners

and so hed to
thse storm of barbaric vengeance

bywiile,
Indian
working

wd

Legislature,
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the

least,

that Kerbyville renached
eanr that

and a prominent figure in the carly
Wars, was sent Az n !'r'l.‘l.':"hl‘TiL!“\'l‘
by the way, Dr.

for
Illinocls
The structure coat several
long since

Dr.
Holton, one of the founders of Ker-

KERBY'S MAIN STREET-EIGHT-DOLLAR MOUNTAIN IN DISTANCE, WHERE GOLD WAS FIRST DISCOVERED

| may be, the story i= an intercsting nm-.|
f The story goes that an old Bpanlah packer
named Martinezx wns under contract to
dellver o bllliard table to the owner and |
proprietor of a saloon at Althouse a camp |
in the 1llindis VaHey, that had slready
been established. Martines owned a pack-
mule known over all the Coast for her
remarkable perseverence and strength. s
Anita was her name and Anita was the‘

drawing carnd, Martinez had the

That minlng camp was Kerbyville.
Chosen the County Sent.

seat of Josephine.

pride of Martinez. It was on ths back
of Anita that the old packer waa to

County of Josephine,

llard table north of 8an Franclsco as a
whaole
regiment headed his way, and a thrifty | brush was on for the surrounding placer
mining camp sprARE UP As A CONBLQUENCE,

In 1552 Kerbyville was made the county
It was during this |
year that the Legisisture of the Oregon
Territory created an act designating the
The county was
named in honor of Josephine Rawlins who

-

THE OLD JAIL—CLERK'S OFFICE IN BACKGROUND. -

-
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'0s, however, that Kerbyville was nat its
helght., This was the period that the

beda of the Ilinois Valley streams. Dur-
ing those years several million dollars In
gold was gathered up from the grave! bars
' of the Bouthern Oregon rivers and streams,
and the greater part of |t was exchanged
in Kerbyville. She was the acknowledged
center of the whole mining district for
miles about. and she giloried In the fact.

Of course, the matter of being the county
sent added much to the popularity of Ker-
byville. . This was embodied In being the
possessaor of the Courthouse and the jall,
for the trials and the "hangin's” never
falled to drawy big crowda In 158 six men
were hunged at one time, all for commit-
ting what was consldered In those days to
be the most abominable of crimes—satealing
| goid fom the slulce-baxes of the placers.

Indian Wars.

In 1885 the Rogue River Indian War
broke out and continued till June of the
following year. The Rogue River Indlans
were & hostile band of savages whose
haunts were in the several districis of
Southern Oregon dlong the Rogue. There
were several tribes of them, though all
went by the general name, ‘“Rogue Riv-
ers.”” The various tribes wera led by Chlefs
John, Joo, Bam, Queen Mary and Tipsu
Tyee. John was the acknowledged chief
of all. While his own band of braves
never numbered more than 8, It was he
who planned and led the numerous out-
breaks that occurred ever all parts of
Bouthern Oregon. During this war the
{nhabitants of Kerbyville, the women and
children, at least, were “forted up,” a=s it
was called, while the men organized them-
soives into volunteer companies and went
forth to battle,

It was in the Fall of 155 that the Rogue
River Indlans became alarmed st the In-
creasing number of whites and secretly
planned an outbreak. PDuring August and
September of thls memorafle year reporta
were being continually brought In to the
tevernl mining camps of the murders of
lone miners or packers who had wandered
too fur away from the sctitiements and
| suffered the tremchery of the murdrous
red men.

Maddened by these acls of barbarity, a
party of 40 miners, led by Major James A.
Luptoo, was organized, and on the Tth of
October procecded 1o attack a band of
Indlans encountered at the mouth of
Little Butte Creek, near Table Rock. This
purticular band of Indiane belonged to the

|

along

sl
al

the vicinity of Kerbyville, burned by the
savages. The women and children of Ker-
byvilile were huddled for safety within a
smal log fort erected at Brigegs, on Lower
Bucker  Creek.
fort stand today s crumbling mass of logs

the streams were treacherously
ain, and the cabins and homes of many

ong Sucker Creck and the Illinols, in

to Napoleon, The
however, and
tion outside of the
which It was proposs
clung to it, the
was the dropping of the
making it plain Kerby.

name

The remains of the old

fitting reminder of the ploneer days.
Years of Proaperity.

As before stated, the Indians were sub- Korby wne {ts nume in the "@s, when the

only changa

his efforts at that sesslon of the
ture the name of Kerbyville was changed

¢

last

Holton Is one of the five living ploneers
who remain to tell the story of the early
days of the noted mining camp.

Through
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Leginln-

take,”

it scarcely galnod recognl-
legiala
¥ The o

in
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miners begun to leave In swarms forother
newly-discovered bonanzas in Brijish Co-
lumbia and In Idaho. Kerby it Is today,
and Kerby It will remain for many yeaca
to come; a pretty old town, amply shaded
with majestic maples amnd great spreadi
oaks and situated at the foot of the
that gently down to the Hik .
to spreading valley and the mountains be-
yord,

Kerhy isn't dead, but It has been enjoy-
ing a lone peanceful nap. The old
| town {a sssuming new iife, and no douht
| may become a city of as much importance
| In the future as It has been in the past.
| It will be the " prinecipal polnts

touched by the rallroid that |8 belng sur-

slope

and

one of
veved from Grant's Pass Lo Crescent City,
With the opening up of the veEst moun-
taina of mineral about it; with t

ing of the great ledges of cop

and with the proper working !
rounding and fertile NMelds, Kerby |8 surs
to share In the prosperity and buziness

that will resulr,

DENNIS H. STOVALL.
Salling Beyond Sean.

Methought the s were blilnking bhright,
Hs unfuri’d;

s night
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dove

2l dove with the white breant,
the dream s my own,

full of reat.

art i

My
| Fe
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trua love fare

1 for
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. but nil was still,

ding bis ahte

In hi= ha
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Fone awpy,

My love with the true heart,
To think I have come to this your home,

ri—we are apart!

My jlove! He stond nt my right hand,
His eves were grove and swoel
th In this fsr isnd,

ar, 1 am not hore;

no part—
by =ea or shore,
beart.’

O fond 4
t Tre over the bhoumrn,

he mast, a= we sail'd faast,
ad mouro, and mourn,

ove!

—Jean Ingelow,
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