THE SUNDAY OREGONIAN, PORTLAND, SEPTEMBER 7,

H

Yy OF LONDON IS GOVERN

SOME QUEER MUNICIPAL FEATURES OF THE
BIGGEST TOWN IN THE WORLD

ence, }—London is rapidly ‘changing.

The old clty is putting off ita old
clothes and buying new, Ita streets are |

I ONDON, Aug. M. —(Special correspond-

belng widened, many of the old buildings |

have been torn down, and there Is a falr
possibility that the diy of the American
skyscraper may come, for flats an-:oln;I
up in the fashionable section.

An army of workmets ls now busy on
the Btrand. As 1 saaw the street ten years '
ago it wes 50 narrow that two omnibuses |
oould hardly pass. Today It Is belng |
changed into & wide avenue which shall |
run from Trafaigar Bquare to Holborn, |
not far from St. Paul's. Where the two
sireets come together about thres acres
of bulldings are 1o be torn away, and this
space will be jensed out by the city for
new business houses.

In tearing down the Strand the owners
of the varicus properties have had to be
bought out. In many places the bulldings
have been replaced. The Galety Theater,
for Instance, hnd a new struciure erocted
for It below anrnd back of where the old
theater stood, and the same 15 true of
other institutiones. This work i» golng on
in the very heart of London.on some of
ihe most costly ground of the world. Tho
city fathers hare had to plate the soll
with gold to get 1t, and when the im-
provement s completed It wiil, It is estl
mated, cont at least $35 000,000
American Invasion Above and Below

Ground,

I have siready written something about
the American Invasion underground
London. 1 have told you of the Tuppenny
Tube Line which I= now carrying milons
from one part of the city to another at 4
oents per trip It 1s a mighty iron tube

of

with ralirond tracks in it, running far
below the olty under the mirests. It cos=t
more than 2000600 a mile to construct,

and the electrical eqlupment was put In
by the General Eleotrie Company of New
York 1 have spoken of Mr. Yerkes'
great schemes which are now fast ap-
prouching completion Thense will honey-
comb the soil under the city with simiiar
tubes and the Westinghouse Company will
bulld the machinery.

Other schemes are now propossd for
American enterprise above ground. Amer].
can goods are already sold in all parts of
the Btrand. The Amcrican Niag and the
Union Jack are painted on many of the
shop windowa and American drugs, Amer-
fean notions, American shogs and Amert-
can tobacco are to be had everywhere,
The Westinghouse bullding on the comer
of Norfolk street and the Strand is one
of the finest of this part of London, and
there Is now talk of an enormous Ameri-
can department store on the crescent-
shaped area which Is to be vacated by the
Joining of the 8trand and Holborn.

A Big Ameriean Department Store.

1 understand that an appllcation has al-
ready been mede to the London County
Counctl for this space. The parties have
amked to lease it for 9% years, and the
Council ts considering the advisability of
giving them a lease for # years. If it |
does #o the Americans will have one of
the most valuable locations in London and
will erect 2 store which will be & surprise
to the London shopkeepers

At present there is no such thing ar a
Ereat departmoent siore in London. There
is & man named Whiteley st Bayswater
who calls himself “a universal provider.™ |
He started business In a small way, and
added to his estadlishment unt!l he has
what the London people consider some-
thing great. Peter Hobinson has o smaller
establishment on Oxford strest, but nei-
ther of these can compare with the mam-
moth department stores of New York and
Chitago. So far London has had no goo
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rapld-transit system, and It may be that
that has retarded the day of such stores
By the new underground electriec routes
one will be able to go o any part of the
city within a few moments at 4 cents per
trip. and the shopping possibilities will
be greatly Increased. I usderstand that
both John Wanamaker and Siegel, Cooper
& Co, have been considering such an en-
Lerprige, bul as yet nothing has come to &
material head,
How London Is Governed.

From what 1 have sald about London's
city improvements, you will ses that the
government here is something of an in-
stitution. This s, you kflow, the capital
of the United Kingdom, the seat of Par-
liament and the residence of the King and
royal family. It has all the chief officinls
of the government, but ita own adminis-
tration is separate and apart from these,
It 1» difficult to understand It, for the
town has now a dozen or so Mayors and a
maze of other authorities. Not long ago
It had 60 separate authorities, each oxer-
cleing some sort of control, but most of
these were swallowed up In the London
County Counell. At present there Is a
county government. a city government

| than $£23 000,000,

i County

y and ali publle Improvements,

and a borough government. The borough
Eovernment might be called a ward gov-
ernment, for the city s divided into 2
borougha or wards, each of which has ity
own Mayor, Its own Council and a certaln
class of ofMiclals.

The London County Ceuncil.

The general government. however, Is the
London County Counell, comprising 137
members, of whom 19 are Aldermen. This
Counci! p-actlcally governs lLondon It
fixes the taxes and spends the money, and
that right royally, too. Last year its ex-
penses amounted to $0,080,000, or to more
than the revenocs of many a ctate govern-
ment. The Council arranges for the dabt
of the city, which now amounts to moge
It steps little deeper Into

debt every year. and It enters upon ail
sorts ef public lmprovements, granting
franchises and permits for al! kinds of

undertakings,

It Is hard for an Ameriecan to realize the
powers of such a Council, That of London
controls the muslie halls, the
framways, the bridees, the water works
I bave told
sou how It hax already spent miilions In
fing houses tn rent to the poor. and

, Bocks are mighty basina cut out

% | how It Is bullding several little municipal

cities on the outskirts of London for that |
purpose. It does, In fact, a wholesale and |
] retal] real estate business. The tenement l
bulldings all bring In moderate rents, and
the city officlals will collect them, The
County Coyncil will probably hold the
fee simple title to the ground along the
Btrand, and !t wiil lease it at ground rates
to builders. It Is estimated that the city
will eventually recelve romething llke $M.-
000,000 In rents from this source, and if It
does as Birmiogham Is doing—that ls, pro-
vides that st the end of the lease the
bulidings revert to the city—London will
become the richest corporation on earth.

Big Salaries. f
I have looked somewhat Into the mat- |
ter of salaries here In London. The Coun- |
ty Council spends about RXL0M0.0M a year,
and much of this goes out for labor. The
officers of the Councll recelve from 34000
to 50000 per year. The clerk. engineer |
and architect each get §10,000; the Asses- '
sor, $1000, and the head of the street-car
department. 000, |
The officers of the city corporation are
| still better pald. The Recorder has $20,000
per annum, the Town Clerk, $17.500. or
| just a8 much a8 we pay Minister Choate, |
! and the Controller and Remembrancer
§i0,000 ench. In addition, there are other
salaries ranging from $11.000 down. !
London's Lord Mayor. |
Perhaps tho best pald Mavor of the
whole world is the Lord Mayor of London. !
He has a salary of 50000 a year, and his
house rent ias free. He lives In the Man-
sion House across the way from the Bank
of London. within a short distance jof the
Tower and London bridge. I have met
t him at hia palace during my stay, and
| he has room and to spare. i
The Lord Mavor does not contral, how-
| evor, any part of the metropolls sxeept
that known &s the city or the part that
forms the chief commercinl and monry-
making center, It lles cast of the tomple.
and embraces the port. the docks, the
cuatem-house, the bank. the exchange
and the hundreds of great wholesale es-
« tablishments. banks and other corpora-
tions which make London the financial
| center of the world. This s the ity
 proper, and It !s & city of the day. It
has a population of 0.0, and through
it every day more than a milllon go In
and out while it s light. but at night 1t
In almost an deserted am n city of the
dead. Its thousands of capitalisis and
clerks then leave it and It Is handed over
to the watchmen and policemen. the Lord

| Mayor, In fact, being about the only
prominent cltizen to remain all night |
through

London's Big Docks.

I have spent much time about the docks
wntching the great steamers load and un-
load goecds for and from America and ail
parta of the world. 1 don’t know whero
one can get a bettor ldea of the Immens-
ity of this city. You might live about
Hyde Park for years and hardly know
London was a port. 8till London is the
greatest port of the world. It surpasses
Liverponi and all the othera. The whole

| River Thames from hers to the sea ls ita

| forest of masts,

harbor, so that the port is really 6 miles
long, and It ranges In width with the |
width of the river.

Einnding on London bridge wou sece a |
not only in the river
It=elf, but rising high above the great
wholesaile structures bordering It. The
of the
lands along the bank, enormous vats of
water covering acres, surrounded by
warchouses. 8t. Catherinoe's docks hava
an aren of 23 acres, the London dockas and

| Millwall docks each cover 100 acres, while

the Burrey doeks ‘and the West Indian
docks have cach 350 acres.

| Even larger than theae are the Roval

|
Victoria and Albert docks, which are zT-i
most three miles in length, and have an |
arca of 50 acres, and thos: of Tilbury, |
further down the Thames, which are quite |

ns ould put a big farm
b#3 T ow ithiy warchouses
1o g the borders and
thuough the flelis and add hunmdreds of
steamers londing and unloading at them,
you mig have some idea of these docka.
are profitable Inatitutions, and the
Council Is planning to

g them er the contral «f the clty.
hey now | ns to private companies,
but the city proposes to buy out the
r= and o marage the docks

zd, 1
Thi
1¢ In the future

Water From Walexs.

Another thing which the County Coun-
cll ng is bringing of water
for London clear acrces England from the
Welah Iakes. At present London s sup-
plled by the Thames and Lea Rivers, but
it alresdy uses 206,000,000 galions a day,
and It 18 estimated that the demand will
soon be such as to lmpalr the navigation
of the Thames. Hirminghbam s getting
Its water from Wales, and 20 are other
eitler, und London wiil In all probabliity
have to do Ukiwise. The waterworks are

wder the direction of

Ix plann the

now [n the hands of private companizs
whoae grose income last vear amounted
to something ke 30000000, and whose

profits were over 55 000,00, The London

| County Council propo=esa to buy out these

partiea and run the waterworks as o
city Institution.

TEL» would undoubtedly be better for
london in a sanitary way and also for

its fire department. This city has 10 fires
every ¥ the year through It has more
than 30 firce &8 year, and the fire brig-
ade In a very !mportant part of the me-
tropolis.  This now consisiz pf 1200 men,
and It ix equipped with 70 steam crngines,
of which sight are river enginea to protect
the shipping of the Thames. In most of
the towns of Englard the fire departments
are not as well organized as In our own.
and the machinery here is far behind the
times,

There Ix one thing., however, whieh 1

will provably be done,

find much better here than in the Unlied

States. 1 refer to the postal and tele-
graph services, These are under
general government, and are oxcellently

well managed.
our postal service I run at a ioss. The
English postal service makes a profit of
about F1S000.000 a year, and gives better
malls at lower rates You can send a
letter welghing four ounces to any part
of the Unilted Kingdom for a penny cr
two cents, and overwelght costs a half

the | ialse

I I remember correctly !

penay, or one cent, for two ounces. You
can send parcels which welgh as much
| n@ 11 pounda for six cents for the first

pound and two cents for each additlona)
pound and tha book post L& about the
SAMEe As Ours,

The telegraph service s lower than in
America, The cost of a dispatch to any
part of Great Britain and Ircland s 1
rent & waord, the lowest charge belng 12
cents, nand both address and aignature
being pald for.
in Eanst London there |s a telegraph room
where @0 men are employed recelving and
sending dlaspatches. while In the beasement
there are four steam engines which sup-
ply the pneumatic tubes by which the
telegrams are forwarded for delivery to
the varfous parts of the city.

I llke the postal savings bank system
which 15 In use all over Great Hritain, so

that every |ittle villnge has Its savings |

tank. You can deposit money wherever
there Is a postoffice, and the savings banks
are 30 well patronized that they now have
more thain 3600000000 on deposit. Such an

Institution would be of the greatest good |

to the United States, and if properly or-
ganiged would result In our holding every
cent of our own Natlonal debt.
American-London Exposition.
During my stay In Locdon I have been
to America’s exposition at the Crystal
Palace, It Is not a success, elther In the
number of exhiblitors nor the
its visitora. Indesd you can

Ase mMore

+ American goods In a walk along Plecadllly

or the Strand than you can at the Crysial

Palace. Mony of the exhibltors complain
that they have been brought hera uader
pretenses, and It ould have been
much better for them and for the reputa-
tion of the United States If there had been
no exposition at all, As as I can seec,
the whole show consists 1 falr daplay
of American typewriters, a few machlnery
exhibits, an American soda-water foun-
tain, a carpet-swesper or 50 from Grand
Rapida, a lawamower from New York, a
patent beer-bottle washer from FPhlia
phia, a kodak or a0, and a half dozen spe
tacle-sellers. The sapectaclé-sellers have
boxes of spectacles on hand, and they wiil
sell you a microscope or test your ayes

of

| while you wait.

| American hands,
In the general postofice |

| alstants.
number of |

Americun Typewriters in London,

I talked to the typewriter exhibitors.
They tell me that the whole of the type-
writing trade of Great Britaln is now in
and that there |s only
one English machine worth speaking of.
This is called the Salter, but there are not
more than 00 In use In the whole country,

The, demnnd for typewriters here Is
steadily Increasing. aithough It is =il
notning compared with that of the United
States. [ Nnd typewriting establishments
In all the cities, and falrly good typlsts, as
| the typewriter girls are called. In maost
| cases, however, the English typewrlter
girl Is not nccustomed to taking dictution,
and she does beliler ns & copyist

Hare In Loodon dictatior ts W crown,
or 62 cents an hour or 10 shilllngs a day.
You can have copying done by good oper-
ators for 5 centa per 1900 words, and by
| less expert ones as low as I5 cents a
| thousand
| Some of my work has heen done &t an
| office near the Covent Garden market, and,
strange to say. my typewriter Is a grand-
daughter of Charles Dickens. She la an
expert typist, and has some efMicient as.
She charges me & cents an hour,
and can rattie off & letter ke this In
just about 2% hours.

FRANK G. CARPENTER.
(Copyrighted, 1002.)
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CROPS

the most coneervetive experts value

this year's record-breaking crops were
to de pald in sllver coin, the round disks
of white metal reguired would fill 2000
frelght cars, each holding a milllon dol-
lars, weighing 3 tons, The welght of the
entire payment would be 60,00 tons, and
it would take 30 Jocomotives to haul it in
as many 2-car trains. The traln crews
would number at least 0 men, and sev-
eoral regiments of troops would be neede:d
to guard the bulky treasure during its
transit from the mint to the farmers,

The plcture trought before the
imagination {llustrates the difference be-
tween the ancient and the modern sy=-
tems of agriculture, of transportation, of
money and of exchange. Even 3o lat- aa
& balf century ago no country In the world
Was capable of producing any such un-4
thinkably vast crops, and, even had they
been” produced, they would have been un-
available, because it would have been Im-
poaxible elther to move them to the con-
sumers or to provide the money to pay for
them. Back in the days when coln was
the only money, the transportation by sea
of enough cash in aflver to pay for this
year's crops would have employed a flotll-
la of selllng vesscla while Its Jand trans-
portation would have been o big task for
10 carmvans BEwen in gold Its weight
would be @00 tons, snd It would have
taken at least that number of teams of
oxen or horses to haul it over the rude
roads that were then the best highways,

Today the chief problem furnished by
the great crops s their transportation.
The paying for them s comparmatively
easy, Through the working of the mod-
erm credit eystem, nowhers so well de-
veloped as in the Unlted Btates, there 1=
always & much smaller movement of
artunl money In handling the crops than
might be supposed: drafts, checks and
other commercial paper representing cash
belng passed back and forth In lleu of the
veritable notes and coln. Yet notwith-
standing this convenlent system there 13 a
large and stendy business Jdone in the
transporiation of actual money. Com-
mercial paper is all right for exchange,
but actual cash has often to be used in
settling bulances between banks, and it is
sleo needed for the payment of wages
and for small purchases. Because of a
well understood commercial law the cur-
rency In circulation away from the com-
mercial centers has a constant tendency to
accumulate in those centers, from which It
must be redistributed in onder to be avall-
able for its ordained work. This redis-
tribution fs golng on continuously, but is
much heavier in the Bpring and Fall than
et other times, the movement belng from
the East to the West and the Bouth In
the Bpring to furnilsh the farmers and
plantens with currency to pay wages dur-
tng the planting season and in the Fall to
pay for the harvesting of the crops plant.
ed In the Spring.

The transportation of money this Fall
begun some weoeks sgo, ond will con-
tinue srveral months to come. While
those who know do not like to give ocut
information In detall, there is nt doubt
#s to the magnitude of this yssrs ship-
ments.

¥ js true that the deposits in the banks
4T Toe interior are Jarger now than ever

IF‘ THE two billions of doliars, st which

thus

o= ~\
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before, and this has led somme to supposs
that the currency to handle the crops
could be provided largely by the banks
upon the ground. But many of these
banks have semt thelr currency East In
gEreat quantities—as deposits in the New
York banks—in order that it might earn
an Income by being loaned out in Wall
street and slsewhere, and now it must ba
shipped back to the Western hanks before
it enn be pald out to the farmers. The
only material difference (n this matter be-
tween I%E€ and previons years in that
farmerly the banks of the Interlor were
obliged to borrow the money to handle the
cropa; now, in many Instances they alm-
ply have to withdraw their Eastern de-
posits for a time,

Practically all the transportation of cur-
rency, either in coln or bank notes, is In

the handa of the express companles, It is
somewhat generally supposed that the
Government moves its own money from

Washington to sub-Treasuries and be-

arruéx‘x

|

tween these branch storss, but this fs not |

80.
by one express company, the head of
which holds a high pirce In public He.

Naturally the transportation of money
is gne of the most important departments
in this company’s business; It is by no
menns overicoked by the other compa-
nies, in fact, since they all do a big
money-moving business with the banks
and otker monectary institutions. And all,
of course, pay much attention to the
proper aafeguard of the money in transit

No Gold Shipped.

Curiously enough, though there s now
more goid in the country than ever before,
there are practically no shipments of gold
for the purpose of handling the Cropsa,
The shipped currency i all in silver dol-
lars and bank notes, the latter belnsz
largely in small denominations, Often a
ehipment of $100,000 will all be in one-doliar
notes. This is because the farmer wants
his money In convenlent form to pay out
in wages. Nearly all the one-dollar notes
g° to Western points, such smail notes not
being allowed in the South. " There sllver
dollars are in greater demand, mainly be-
cauvse the negroes, who meke up the great
bulk of the Southern industrial problem,

All the Government money is moved |

ke cart whee! dollars better than bank
notes. Blg shipments are moved West as
well as South, however, and, of course,
tons and tons of these shipments are In
half-dollars, quarter-dollars, and dimes,
besides nickels and cents for making
change,

Returning to gold for a moment, It
may be interesting to know that its Irans-
portation from the East to the West Is ex-
ceedingly rare st any time. In 1883, dur-
Ing the prevalence of the currency fam-
ine, eome gold wans 0 transported, and
at intervals the yellow metal In quanti-
tiem I8 sent from San Francisco to the
East, but all ordlnary currency shipments
are confined to notes and silver. It seemas

[lhe case of one company.

that while the country as a whole has de-
clded In favor of gold as its mnnenry_'
standard, the people do not like to use it |
| as an actual circulating medium. i
The packing of sliver for shipment s |
much simpler than the packing of notes,
Eince owing to Its great bulk and welght

—every thousand dollars welghing w|
pounds—it would be dlMecult for a thief |
to get away with any considerable sum In |
wsilver. It Is therefore placed for -h!p-f
ment in plain strong bags, which are tied |
and the knot protected with a wax weal |

With notes 1t 1s different, at least In '
This com-
pany ships Its bank notes as well as its |
dlurtnhul,butthohpmnnnk-l

and of a special stout cotton fabric, woven
In the company's own milils and nNtted with
& pecullarly Ingenfous stmp snd jock fost-
ening that iz held to be far superior to any
seallng wax arrangement ever devieed.
The mouth of the bag containg a number
of slits rimmed with metal. through which

THESE Preren Cang
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the strap s passed, drawn taut ke a

puckering string and then fastened with
an Ingenlous lock, a!most as diffienltl to
undo, except under the. right clreum-
stances and by the right person, as the
most elaborate combination safe lock. Be-
sides, each lock ahows a number which Is
changed abntomaticelly every time the ap-
paratus is touched. So perfect is the
fastening thus provided that It would vir-

W

tually be imposs!hle to get Into n bag of
currency packed for shipment without
cutting the bag, dand the company has
suffered practically no losses from dlshon.
est employes tampering with the bagse
containing bank notes since adopting the
new fastening. wherezs In the old days ot
sealing wax fastenings such losses were
not at all uncommon.

Before being put Into the bags the notes
are made up into packages. Filve doliar
notes are packed in 529,000 lots Their
bulk depends upon whelher they are new
or noL Twenty thousand dollara In

“fAves,” new, would make a package sev- |

eral [nchea thick and a milllon doilars in
such packages wouid make a plle about

three feet high,
and a half feet
The precaution
ty of currency

four feet
wide.
tnken to Insure the safe-
shipmenta are elnborate
In the extreme. The packages of notes
or ailver coin are firat locked or sealed In
the regulation bags. in the shipping of-
fice the express company. Then the
bags are placed In small safes which are
with combination locks and then
on trucks to the cars, where tha
amall safes are unlocked and thelr con-
trnlts taken from them and placed In the
big car safe It 's as near burglar-proof
as human ngenuity make It, but no
one has yet succesded In bullding a safe
that would not yield ro dynamite If prop-
erly applled. Whoever shall (nvent a de
vice that shall do away with express rob-
berles will certalnly be sure of a fortune,
Heavy currency shipments do not be-

long and two

of

giln a8 a rule until some time after tha
banks begin te pay out the cash to the
buyers and the farmers. At first each of

the Western and Southern subtreasuries,
located at Cinelnnatl, Chieago. BL
Louis and New Orleans, Is well sup-
plied from the Internal revenus und
tome payments which have
cumuilating for some time ng
as this supply lasts the Eastern banker
who has to send mones South or
Weat merely has to buy “eradit’ for the
sum required, send dupllente drafts to
Washington and to # Western corre-
spondent. and the sublreasury nearest the
letter will relense In currency the sum
| named, It Is after the supply in the sub-
treasuries Is exhausted that the long-dls-
tance shipments between bankers are fo-

sorted to,

Bhipments of new paper currency from
Washington arc going on all the time, the
sums to redeem old and worn ones belng
considerable. Just now, also, the banks
are taking advantage of certaln provisions

of the law to Increase th elrculation,
and the Government has been printing
and sending out new notes In pretty big
batehea for some time. Preparations for
the heavy demand for currency the re-
glons where the big crops are ralsed have
beenm going on both In the ba and In
Washington elnce the jatler part of July

There are
urrency from
for the
geiting its
purpose mostiy

or the early part of August
practicall 10 shipments of «
the Eant to the F:
maovement of cropa,
supply of money

Coast

the
that
in gold, which Is more popular there than

for

in San Fran-

PAUL DANBY.

In the East, from the mint

clsco.

Tolstoi's Life by Fellow-Conntryman

An exhaustive study of Count Tolstol as
man, worker, phllosopher, prophet, and
nrtist has been written by Dmitrl Mere! -
kowski, the Ruossian novelist, author of
“The Death of the Gods," Leonardo dx
Yinel” ("Resurrection of the Gods'"), and

the “Antl-Christ.”" This volume Is =ald

| to be the first complete study of the work

and character of Tolstol by one who is
a fellow-countryman, a personal friend
and a fellow-author. Merejkowski haa
Intereated himself In emphusizing the
contrast In the character and in the In-
fluence of Tolatol and of his great con
temporary, Doastoyevski. Bolh writers
have given to the Rusalan peasant and
to his Interests a devotion which by other
Russian authors of thelr generation has
been expended upon art. Merejkowski,
while a cordial admirer of the character
and of ths ideals of his friend, is not a
Tolstoyite In his views of soclety or of
the future of the world. The volume ls
to be published shortly by Messrs, A,
| Conatabile In London, and G. P. Put=am's
, Sons la New York




