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ETHICAL TALKS BU

CLERGY AND THE LAITY

LIARS AND THEIR EVIL ANALYZED

BY PROFESSOR CAMILLE MELINAUD

HERE % In our time mo historian,
#o Judge, no teacker who Is not
continually hindered in kis wolk

by the omnipresent le

For the historian it is made difMicult to
separate the real facts from the mizture
of trath and les which always consti-
tute bis' material. The task of the Judge
fs almost superhuman, becapse there 1a
always the possibility that the accused
the witneares or tho counse] on either or
both sldes may teil things that are not
exacily true and very often barefaced
lies, and overy teacher and educator
ksows that truthfulness and sincerity are
the very foundotion of all morals, that
the ehilld who les will very often do even
worse things, and that the persom who
does not hate the e will not have the
will-power to resist the temptations of sil
klpds which offer themeseives to all of us
dJuring our life.

1 shall try to expleln the origin and nn-
ture of this vice of lying that we find
in all classes and si! ages. I shall try to
analyge the complionted soul of the per-
son who lea

First of nll let us try to discover how
a child begins to Jle, whut motives drive
him to lying and what sophlems he uses
to Justify his lie, and then afterwards a
fow words ms to how to counteract the
lie, bow to fight against 1t and, If poss).
Ble, how to drive it ont.

How dors a child become a llar, how
does It dlscover how 1o lle, and how
does it get into the hablt of lying?

The child in its very first years nelther
Nes nor simulates; [ts thoughts, Ita
ideas, its feelings are Immedintely trans-
formed into acte This is the great nat-
urel, primitive law: Every Idea, every

Iy expresred in movementis, in cries or
later in words. Its body is the perfect
and constant expression of ita inner self.

How I8 it then possible that a child may
teke up the habit of Iying?

In the passing from the primitive ain-
cerity to mendncity ‘We aro able to dis-
cover a certaln number of moments,

First, the child discovers the lle, them
it mnotices that lylang ¢ practiced all
eround it.then thai lying ls oseful or even
necessary, and finally it starts to lie itself,

The child first discovers the lis by play-
ing. To piay i to live In & worid of
dreams, of unreality, of Nusion. To play
is 10 transform the monolonous reality
into an alluring Nction which is more In
eccord with the desires of the soul of the
child. A Jittie girl for instance, plays
with her doll and tells that she has &
baby, that It will soon grow, that It has
taken cold, that {t begins to talk, and so
on.

From this to lylng the step la very
ehort, and what proves this is that we
are often decelved ourselves

A chlid will come to us erying, saying
that another child has struck it, or has
brokien Its toys. and we belleve in AL, untfl
ruddenly the child will burst out laughing
and tell us that 1t was all sald for fun.

Of course, from & moral polnt of view,
there I» a worid of difference between
playing and iying; but from the peycho-
iogical point of view the Jifference 6
slmost imperceptible, because bolh are
in contrast to the-truth.

It i« very patural that the child should
dscover the Ue through playing—it 13 suf-
ficlent that it seem that grown people
are tiken in once or twice, that it discov-
ers that it can fool us. It amuses Itself
over our credulity, and then it will soor

desire immedintely becomes an act. The
uet is only the idea. Jeft to itseif and

following Its natural course, and this 1!1

what we see In all impulsive or sll hyp-
notized persons whomse pereonal will-power
is not strong enough to control

know how to lle.

The second moment is the teaching of
Iving by example, the revelation that the
lle is pot only possible but real that it
ia practiced by the persons that surround
&, and, worst of all by Its own parents

We all le before our children: we all
tell any number of fibs that we consider
excunable; we let the eervants tell that
we are oul, when we are at home, we
compliment people to thelr face and coritl-
clse them behind thelr back; we say that
we are delighted to see & person, swhom
we do pot came to see at mil. These toler-
ated lies are sufMiclent, the example In set.
but still worse is It when a child is made
an accomplice in a le, as when a mother
wlill smy to her child: “Now, you must not
tell papa anything about this.” To treat
& child this way, to teach It that things
may be dome, but not told, Is to show It
the atraight rcad to moral ruln.

The third moment comes when the child
faces Itz first confliot with society., It
slfeady knows that lying is poesible; that
it Is pructiced by almont everybody, and it
now discovers thet Iying ls, 20 to speak,
Decessary.

Every child makos ita start In life with
perfect candor and sincerity: it says
everything that |t thinks and feels; It
immediately transforms [ts Improssjons
into words and acts: it wears absolutely
no mask But very, very soon it discov-
ers that this wili not do. Booner or later
it suffers for its frankness,

In the first place ita own parents wiil
show thelr dissatisfaction, will =0l it that
It must not repeat everything that it
hears or say everyithing that it fecls
They do not directly teach it to le, but
they do teach i that to be sincery In
everything s to make yoursel? ridiculous,
to suy the least.

Very soon the chlld learns not only to
concen] tn real feclings, but alvo to pre-
tend feelings that It does not possess;
it soon learns that confidence fs abused;
that promises are glven only to be
broken; that the whole soclal Ufe s one
rotten, hollow, empty shell

Thus the child learns that absolute sin-
cerity, abwolute straightforwardness [y an
utlter Imposaibility, that there are mand

rensons why 1t must be impossibhle; that

polit forblds us to be truthful, that
modesty and policy are continually fight-
Ing Elncerity, and the child becomes a
o-nnmtlonl.l Miar as everybody around it

After this comes the critieal point. Wil
the ohild stop here, will it pot slide tur-
ther down, will it undirstand not to go
beyond the line of these necessary con-
ventional llea?

Until now the child ls still relatively
sincere, it has seen that Iying Is possible,
that its own parents are gullty of Iying
almost every day, It has even &ren that
iying s necessary. But how prevent It
from becoming what society calls a liar?

Education has mueh to do with this,
It v very important that the educators
understand when to punish and when not
The chlid that gets into the hablt of
Iying # very often the child who is too
often and too seversly punished by its
parents .or Its teachere.

The chlld who is alwaya afrald of pun-
ishment, the child who Is beaten for the
smallest offense; will very soon find out
that if it confesses having done some-
thing wrong it Iz sure to be punished.

The first and second time he offends he
may have the ecourage to admit frankly
that he has done wrong, but very Boon he
will begin o conceal, partly because he is
afrald of the humiliasgion, and partly be-
cause he doe2 not want to shock his par-
ents, or his friends, or to cause them
any unnecessary sorrow, and Iving he-
comes easler every time i s practiced,
and at last a person will e at the very
smallest temptation ard even without any
temptation at all, hardly realizing himself
that he s not teldMng the truth. and
when It cames to this poiot it |s only 8
very strong character that will be able to
redecm A persofn.

These are the different rrasoms that
make & sincere child or person become n
liar, and the moat prominent of them Is
the desire to appear to be lMving a re-
spectable lfe, when you know you are
not. The lie Is o mask that we wear
when we do not want people to o0 us Aa
we are; we get into the habit of Iying
when there are too many things In our
life that we are ashamed of and that we
dare pot admit

(Copyright, 1002, by W. L Tearsi)

In the child nll theughts are 1:11.:::9.’.1316

BY DR. ANDREW WILSON

| MYSTERIES OF THE HUMAN MIND

]
|

IR T. LAUDER BRUNTON, M. D,

has courtecusly sent me the voprint

of the address he delivered before the
general meoting of the Medico-Psycholog-
ical Association, and to his courtesy I
huve beenm Indgbled for an Instructive
hour or two spent over it pages, The ad-
dresa attrected a large amount of notlce,
even from the somewhat abridge ceports
that followed Its dolivery. 8ir T. L. Brun-
ton deals with that enost fascinating of
topics, ""Hallucinations and Allled Men-
tal! Phenomena ™ It & an all important
subject withal, because mot only Is that
dim borderland between eanity and {n-
sanity Inciuded in its consideration, but
the ways of the world, as our lecturer
shows us, are singularly llable on occaslon
to be afected by the hallucinations and
flluslons of men and women.

Julius Caesar and the first Napoleon, for
example, were eplleptios, but, says our
Buthor, they were great men not because
of thelr epllepey, but In spite of It and
It ls uandeniabie, of course, that the epl-
ieptie constitution Is often assoclated with
& brain of singularly bright and apt intel-
ligence. It is when the (liusiona of men—
an “itlusion” being an appedrance or sen-
satlon we know to bDe unreal-pass Into
the stage of hallucinations, when what 1s
unrea] is regurded as true, that the world
may be worse for the occurrence. I1f I
behold the !mage of a dead friend, and
know that the specter is simply a repro-
duction passed on forwanrds from my braln

celis to the background of my eye, 1 suf-
fer from an “1llusion™ of =ight. But If 1
regand the appearance As & real thing and
o= a ghostly visltation eriginating out-
side my own personality altogether, I suf-
fer from a “hallucination.” This & the
general and, 1 fancy, sensible distinction
we ure housd to make hetweaen the vis-
lone tHat may affect or infllet us, bot no-
body knows bLetter than 1 do that the
definition will not pleise everybody. Mr
Androw Lang, for exampie, will not hold
it to be socurate, neithor will certain
members of the Soclety for Paychical Re-
search, who belleve In what one may term
the materialization of spirlls and tn the
existence of ghosts &8 entities appeallng
to our senses as things objective,

But the distingtion will stiil remaln a
safe one If we take into account that we
muat assuredly distinguleh between the
unbinsed olwervation of & sane man

and bis experinca and the ravings
of & lunatic. Ome curious point Is
tha= flluslons are much more fre-

quentiy represented In our ordipary iife
than many are apl to bDelleve. Of this
fact 1 can give one famiilar example.
There 5 a well-known experience which
happens to most of us on occaslon, where-
in, coming to & place, o room, & ¢hurch,
or, indeed, seeing any scene o which we
are absolute strangers, we are lmpreased
with a strunge sctwe of famillarity with |

{ whet we behold, The feeling may be so

strong as to glve a kind of eerle sensa.

impression we have seen the place before.

tion. The poets have noted the occur-'
rence of this familinr feellng. Dickens |
speke of It In “David Copperfield.™
Thomas Hardy remarks {t, as Words-
worth, Scott, Rossett! and Tennyson hnave
duly noted 1t. I have even met people
who alleged they belweld In it a proof of
the doctrine of mctempsychoai= and that
the fecllng was due to the reproduced
memory of "a former state of c¢xistence.”
Excloding cases In which a sense of fa-
miilarity with an nnknown scens may
be traced to, say, the previous view of a
photograph, wi may find in science a sim-
ple explanation of the incddent. It ls |
know that each half of our cerchrum, or |
big braln, possesses 3 certain Independence |
of the other hall. In ordinary life we
may take it that both balves act in unison
so far, the left hall appearing aa the doml- |
nant factor in our brain work. Now, if
we may suppose that ocoasionally this
unison Is Interrupted, and that one-half
of th: brain Is temporarily switched aff—
It may be onl¥ for a moment—I{rom its
peighbor, we may find in such an K
an explanation of the sensation of “hav-
ing been there before”™ The left half, |
jet us !magine, takes In the scene, Its
percip’ent cells acting In advance of those
of the right lobe. A secomd later the right
half peroeives the scene, but already there
Is the Implied consclousness of the Jeft,
It is this consclousness, acting or produced |
out of UUme and unison, that conveys :hrl
I

B0 we have in o sense—namely, that =
first ‘mpresslon preceded the sccond, when
both zhould have In point of time been
copeurrent.  The ondinsry way of seting
things s conducted on the stereosmople
plan, where both Images are focused Into
one, 1If we diaturd the brain's sterco-
scopy we get a double consclousness in
pince of a single,

That for which Sir T. L. Druntan’s iec-
ture will be most serviceable is the clear
exposition of the deprndence of so-called
mysterious brajn states an phyrleal causes,
many of which medicine Is able to trace
out sutisfactorily enough. Illusions or
hallseinations are referable often
ease of the eye, aml physclans know thnt
In ceriein specinl cases the existence of
hallucinations may be safely predicted, I
am weil aware the medica]l or sclentilic
phase of Lhe expinnation will not cover
the whole fleld. ‘There are many lncl-
dents of which doubtless sclence la unabie
to offer an mdeguate view In respect of
their causstion, but I would remind the

to dis- |

!

ABSURDITIES OF THE PENAL SYSTEM

BY DR.CHARLTON T. LEWIS, PH. D,

Dr. Charfton T. mu. the writer of this ar-

penalties, the distribotion of suffering In

Ucle, f» one of the highest sund best-known | proportion to the supposed demerit of the

avthorities In the try ba all g
Inting to crime apd criminkla He has been
the preaident of (he New Tork State Prisop
Associntion for many years, and Is also presi-

demt of the Charities Ald Associztion of New
Jermsy and chalrman of the commission to re-
vise the penal laws of that state. Ha Is also
known in the Hiterary world as the author af
a "History of Germuny."
BGANIZED soclety sverywhere must
O deal with crime, secking to keep IL
In cheek and to eradicate it. The
degree of Its success has been small, no
apparent progress being made towards the
extinction of the criminal clsss and the
complete and undisturbed ascendancy of
civil order and security of private rights.
The Jetection and so-called punishment of
offenses against the law are as large &
part of the office of government as they
were a century ago, and there is no evi-

dence that under the systems which now |

prevall there f= a material diminution
from year to year In the number of thase
who live by preying upon others or i the
number of thoses whose llves are an habit-
ual proteat and revolt against socinl dury.

re- | gffender. One whe steals from n dwelling

at nlght Is supposed (o deserve severer
pusishment than one who pllfers by doay-
Hght, and must therefore he Imprisoncd
for u lopger term.

Th® penal lngr deals with offenses, while
penal administration deals with offenders,
There in no poastbility of adjusting the
lnws to the actual work to be done, upon
the theory of fAttlng ‘he pepaltles to the
offender's desert. The lawe in goneral
regard criminals ax a class, 1o be tredted

witbout individual diserimination; but in
faet the persons who come bhefore the
erimigal courts differ as widely among

themsalves as any other members of the
community.
sional criminals, made =:ch, some
heredity, some by invincible habit, some

by gross defects amountiog to  moral
fdlocy. The Iinstinctive criminal will pee-
fer vice to virtue and crime to orderiy
conduoct. Others are simply pervons of
strong passion who yisld to temptation,
but whose desires ond sympathies are
with good c¢ltizenship. Many are men of

more than ardinary serse of duty. who

There are habitus! or profes- |
by |

made, first to prevent IL and then to de

stroy I It Is no part of the business of
organizs] society to infilct pasishment
The concoption of distributive justioe
must e ellminated from eriminal law,

hefore it ¢an be made consistent and of-
fective atlempt (o treat men Ac=
cording to thelr merits I hopeless; the
aliempt to use offenders who are caught
in order to deter others from simiiar of="
fepsoe, has alwaye Leen unavaiilng, and

only confuses impairs ke awe I
which It & embodied. The u=e of prisons
for the confincment of men bhas been
CRITIcd W an ox * and Injurious &x=-
tent, am! shoulidl be reduced within a8
mmrrow limita as practical in partie-
ular, the o« 1fls  throughout [he
countsy, and many penal Institu-

tlons of D =tntes schoe

e s of crimes
and do Inr more harm than good. ITn fect,

the crimiaal class |s largely the produce
of these prisons. the greacer part of all
the professlonal en i socicty having
recelved thelr edueas in these jJalla
The young man who } nt tw ong of
them for a trifling off is not oniy
Jugrnded before th ty, =0 that I8

I= hanl for him o M 4 again, but

Bomething I wrong In the traditlonal | hyyve yiclded to Influences sufficlent to | & commonly coerruptad by the associationd
methods of dealing with crime, or else | yvercome all but exalted virtue. Agaln, | there found, so that he bs moraliy roined
the clalm that civilization Is progressive | thore are among them thote who, while But to imprisooment  thehk
Is subject to large qualifications. prone to excess of passion, would scorn | should be factory evidence of a orime
But the history of penal law and its ad- | dishonesty or theft; while some gre eager | tnal dlapusition, mere ountward aet
ministration shows that they are founded | to galn by fraud, and yet Incapable of vio- \ named and defined In the law 13 not such
upbn no system, no reasoned body  of | lence or cruelty. ln short, a collection of | evidenee I bave no doubt that by far
thought, no principles of social science. | ga-cajled criminals shows endless vari- | the majority of those who sre sentenced
Almost all offenses agninst law sre visited | eties i3 natural abliity, learning, habit, | to impriscaoment anght never to have bheen
with terms of imprisonment asosigned as | passion, and even consclence—just as It | confined. The most Importaut =ten in the
penalties in proportion to the degres of  shows varietles [n height, welght, color | reform ef penal laws whic 2 =r yet
gullt which the Inwmakers attach to the | of hair and of health, ke any other com- | been taken Iy in the probation laws whlch
acts defined as crim<s. But this custom, | munity, have precently been adopted In many
which Is embodied In the penal code of | The law which Includes al] these vari | states. These authorize the court, in 1be
| every civillzed state, has grown up by the | ous classex In one categors apd trents ‘ cn=s of a person who has violated for the
sradual modfeation of older and more | them allke can never be administered | firmt tme the penal laws, if e l» noths=
vindictive customs. It Is not many gen- | with justice, nor so as to meet the ney }31 Ing In the circtimstances ¢ 5 characs
erntlons since the prison was regarded |u! soclety. Any law whick comprehends \ ter 1o make his freeds erous 10 S
merely as a place of \lrtsntlrm, and the | gnder one class, to be treated by ithe | clety. to nee under the
pennlties for crimes were death, mutlla- ! same method. the brigand or burglar, | guanilunsihip of a probation officer aps
tion, whipping. or other forms of torture. | who knows no other calling, and the bes | polntesd by the court He may then, durs
As men became more refined and humane | wildercd and despalring mother who nll- | Irg the term of hie probation, follow his
these  barbarities grve place to milder | fers to save her ohild from starviog, 19 | sceustomad pursuits under the flurnces
treatment. An immense experience proved | self-condemned. But If our laws are to | of home and friends, with the added gulds
that the terrors of such crucitles had, | meet and solve the problum of crime | Ance and egpervision of the probation
on the whole, no !mportant deterring ef- | they must provide for the treatment offiver, _\"L“L")' this experiment has been
fect upon criminals, and as the most | all offenders, oand this trestment must "::,;‘:l:n'“,.‘»:”,‘m'nt,'-ur,rb.”,.,' r‘,l:;lfl‘: .l-;
convenlent way 1o dispose of them with- | be adapted o the nature of each crime in our prisons. When it Is univers
out shocking the humane fn-[inr:s..fm- The only =atisfactory princlple with | sally practiced it will be found, beyond
prisonment for graded terms was, little ¢ which to set out in the study of the probe | doubt, the most effective means of (Tee
by MHitle, substituted for the galiows. the | lem o this: It ls the duty of society te | log the recrulting of the criminal
stockz, the whipping-post and the ampad- | proteet itself, to securs eivll order z2nd T ..‘jq{;tth',.::}d;;?‘!:,,, :h'l ;-T,':t.
tation of the enrs or the splitting of the | private rights, and to extirpate the erim- | mo i Dorore monti which hove ever ,,?_.:
nose. But still there has been retained, | inal class, Crime must be controlied | heen found for deallng with the problem
ns the avowed purpose In awarding legal | where It exlsts, and every «ffort mast be | of erime
BY DOROTHY DIX
ADIES bhave always been a subject Infant make 1 poor, weak, saffering  hold can only be compared to the deluge
JB of perennial Interest in the world, | mother walk It until she was nearly rendy | that washes away all the {umiliar land-
but so completely have we been in | to drop with fatlgue? Haven't we seen | marks by which you &new the place.
the way of regarding them from a sent- an aged grandparent forced to make & | Hefore the advent of the baby your

person who sits In the chalr of the scorner |

that it I= peodless to taunt science with
an Inability to ofter a clew to every mys-
Lery
clured to be g bellef In ghosts and spreters
as veritable outside entitles. It s & dan-
gerous practlee to iy off Into the reglon
of the unknown and te people It with
phantesies because sclence may pot be
able to place her linger, vet awhile, on the
exact caunse of allered miracles and super-
normal wonders. The sclentist, however,
buz learmed the iesson of patience as well
as that of hope; aml more thaa ¢ver In the
region of the braln, and its ways has
ke cause to reflect that the superstitions
of toduy assuredly tend to bLecome the
commanpiaces of (OmMOrToOw,

THE GREAT TASK OF MOTHERS

BY CHARLOTTE TELLER

BISHOP of the church is quoted as |
A maring that three-fourths of the!
crime, poverty and depravity In
America is due to the woman. *'Poverty,
depravity and orime” would be a better
order unless the bishop wishes to clnes |
poverty ns an evil no less degraded than |
crime and its forerunner, depravity.

But the blehep's remark may be troe,
for the early influences of the child are |
the =trongest, snd It may be that the |
mothers of Amesica have so fafled in ex- |
erting the proper influence that to thelr |
negligence three-fourths of the evil of the
ountry may be attributed

It 1s generally agreed nowndsys that
crime and depravity (poverty will have to
Le left out of the diseussion) spring from
thnormal conditions end that they are ao-
clal disenses, Those who make a study of |
them #ny that, first of all, health of body |
&nd {recdom for the sxpression of the in-
sincis of play aod workmanship are the
best conditions for the child in Ita time |
of development, and then that the broader
outlook coming througt: contact with u-»c|
tralnsd minds of parents and teachers lo
almost a pusnranty of bealthy morals in
any commtinity.

Now, It the good birhiop can prove that
the mothers of America are responsible |

for the conditions contrary to thoge which her children 10 work for the change.”

tend toward socia]l welfare,
stand accused, and rightly.
To be healthy, chlldren must have
healthy parents; they must have planty
of good food, warm clothing, sanitary
huomes and plenaly of exerclse, Girls who
waork In factories, or stand behipd coun.
tern, have jost much of thelr vitailty: men
who began the siruggie for money too
eariy and without preparation have llntl
theirs; those two classes, 2t Jeast, do mot )
sunks good parenis. Are the women of |
America responaibie for factory mm!l.-!
tions and for the demand for chlid labor?
Have they the right to make the laws?
When good food, comforteble eclothing
and shelter are wanting becauss father-
hood is go low In the public estimation
that ecorporations may underpay thelr
men without public protest—ia 1t the
women of this country who have crgan-
fzed industry and reared the stupendous
struciure of commercialism? Or is 1t the
woman who can determine how much of
the taxes shall go to the maintalnance of
the public schools and playgrounds?
“Ah, yes,” the bishop may say, "bdut
you forget the Infiuence of the woman In
the home: it is there that her power may
be fell, and she may work through man
and thus change the lawe, or so bring up

then they

Work through man., Is there anything |
more dangerous than the subtle decelt of |
obinlning what is wished through 1nnurn.[
¢ing those who have power? In the
political world that s known as r_-urrup-l
tion; In the name it s conpldered the
brautiful exercise of woman's influence,

The exercising of Influence upon the
children—that Is still left to woman as a
meang of helping the next generatlon.
When =he ferls a love of the race which
prompts her 1o work for the future, then
indeed has she become a power for good.
But think of the mother whe comes under
e $00-n-year lmit In Incomes. Bhe
hds n dally struggle in crowded rooms If
she has no ambitions for the children be.
yond a comfortable animal existence,
even then her life Is so full of work and
worry that she cannot be a friend to the
little ones,

The woman who has to work all day
cooking, washing, sewing, who sess the
neads Increasing from year to year, but
nt the meana of satialying them, who is,
an Tar as her own tralning will allow,
ambitious for the children’s schooiing and
future—that is the woman who may ex.
ert the highest Influence If she still has
strength, And the woman who has more
of the world's goods, but lives in unm-!
talnty, not knowing what may come to

her children if the father dies or she
ieaves them, s no less to be marveled at
if she has the courage to tnlk of beawtj-
ful mothethood to her girls, for whose
highust welfare she can do little, becaure
money must be saved agalnst the future
of posilble old age or Hinees,

The whole race of mothers ean do little
In the face of the present conditions un-
less they are free from the Yormenting
cares that comg with the question of sup-
porting the Samliles. They are struggilng

| in a swift current and #f they do not

mpedk worda of encouragement to the
children, who cling for a while and then
strike out In the hope of more freedom,
they are nol to be blamed.

Let the good bishop take the pince of a
mother in a growing family for a short
time; let him be confronted with the nat.
ural obligations of that place, There are
some who, hgving more Imaginution than
he, ean ploture the surroundinge and
mental atititsde which destroy the ponsi-
bility of a mother's Influence; and these
ery oul, not against the women, but for
greater economle freedom. for the equal
oppartunities which would make children
hopeful of a future and for those changes
which can be brought about onily by the
use of the ballot

The blshop must go back of the present
generation of mothera to the foundation
luying of the modern home, and he will
find It buiit unsteadily on a system creat

[ =1 by man, who has had for cemuries the

industrial and political power, while
woman was stlll acknowledged as his
property.

MAN’S ENDLESS IMITATIONS

BY GABRIEL TARDE, PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF PARIS

ETOXLE érops into the water, and
A the first wave produced repeals

ftuclf In Increased size until the
Hmits of the basin are reiched,

I light n match and the first unda-
Iation which I cduse In the ether propa-
gnles {elf In on instant into vost space.

It suffiixs to transport & couple of
termiics toa new continent In order to
kave it cavaped in & few yeurs.

In the same way a local dialect, the
usage of a fow famiiles, lttle" by little
becomes a naticnal idiom.

In the development of socielles the art
of siriking the flint, of domesticating the
dog, of making bread, of working on
bromze, of minlug from hive each de-
veloped by contaglous imitation, every
morzel of bread, every bronze carving
being at the same time both copy and
model.

Thus n cur own day &fusivn of every
kind operates, with this 4ifference, that
the Increasing density of population and
tEs progiess  accomplished prodigiously

denalty of Itz medium, Every invention,
every discovery, tends to extand itself In
the soclal medium, a medium which is-
self tends to expand since 1t is essent-
ially composed of equal things, each am-
bitiows for the infinlte.

As examples of the progression of imi-
tutions, I could cite the =iatistics rela-
tive to the consumption of coflee, of to-
baceo ead the llke, from the time of
thelr first importation to the period when
the marke! has commenced to be inun-
dated with them, or again those relative
to the number of jopomotives constructed
since the Arst

1 will quote & dlscovery which appears
jesa favorable to my theme, the discovery
of Americn. It has been imitated in
this sense, that the first voyage f(rom
Europe to America, Imagined and exe-
cuted by Columbus, has been repeated in
an ever-increaring number of times by
other saliors, with varlations, of which
has been the littie dlscovery grafted upon
that of the great Genoese, and has had in

accelerates this extension, just like the
ranidity of a wound is IncreaSed by tha

fts turn its |Imitators.
Apother sxamole The Boman emoire

bas fallen, but it has been excellently
sald_ that the Roman conquest lives nl-
ways and ever projlongs (tself By
Charlemngne It was extended to the
Germans, who in being Christianised
were Romanized; by Willlam the Con-
querar to the Anglo-Baxons: by Colum-
bus to America; by the Russians and
English to Asia, to Australla, soon
throughout the entire ocean. Japan hns
already been Invaded, China alome ap-
pears to offer any serious resistance. But
we suppose that she, too, will be assim-
llated In her turn some dny.

S0 we can say that Athens and Rome,
that is to pay, the type of civilization
formed by the unlon of their initiatives
and by thetir idens of genius, co-ordinated

| been

and combined, have conguered the whole
worlklh. Al races all nationalities, have
concu in thils imitless imitatlve con-
taglon 'of Geaeco-Roman clvillsation.

Jt would not have coma with the same |
centainty if Darius or Xerxes had con-
quered snd reduced Greece to & Persian
province, or if Islamism had triumphed
over Charles Martel and lavaded Europe;

er If China for 300 years had been as=
warllke as she In Industrious, and had
torned her spirit of Inventlon to arms,
or if at the moment of the discovery of
America Europeans had not Invented

gunpowder and the art of printing, nmi1

had been found in a state of miliiary In-
ferfority 10 the Astecs and Peruviana

But chance orduined that of all types
of clvilization, of all sheaves which have

iy d Into divers
parts of the globe, the type to which we
belong should triumph. If it had mot
prevalled another would have triumphed
in the end, for it I8 certain and Inevitable
that one among them all would have be-
come universal, for they all seek untver-
sality; that Is to say, they all tend to
propagate themselves Imitatively follow-
Ing a geometrical progreeston, ke a wave
of light or sound, or lke every kind of
animal and vegetable.

The imitation, far from choking the
proper originality of Individuals, favors
and nourishes It. The thing that Is con-
trary to personal accentuation ls the imi-
tation of a single man upon whom one
models everything. But when {nstead of
depending upon a certain one or a cor-
tain féw the imitation Is difused to 100,
or to 1000, or 1000 psople, each conaldered
onder & aspect, the cholce of

particuiar
coples to Imitate In Itself accentuatas
our eriginal perscnality.

of mind when the altermative is de- |

imental point of view that it has made
us overlook many of thelr most import-
characteristics, This is unjust.
Bables are not merely themes for the
rhap=odist. The yars subjects for the
study of the pallasopher ax well

No one, of course, s golng Lo say o
word agalnet bables at this lste day.
They are one of the things that we ¢an
neither gel glong with nor without, and,
although they do not speak the language
of the country when théey arrive and come
In with as little baggage as a pauper
Immigmnt, we all welcome them as most
desirable additions to our population. As
an Inspirer of poetry and a warning
pgalest matrimony they have no equal; as
an ormament to a house they are the
mosd expensive bric-a-brac known, while
as constituents for future poilticlans they
are 1 necesity for which no substitute
can be provided. St for all thag, there
are polnts about the baby that we have
falled to give thelr proper consideration.

Disassocluted from the hnlo that hangs
asround the cradle, one fact that stinds
out most prominently L2 that the baby
leads the list of the world’s relentless fy-
rants, It ls nothing less than absurd
that when we want a synonym for grind-
ing despotism we speak of Nero or
Caliguia when there 15 a baby around to
lflgstrate our remirka. There are times
when the hordest mature heart [= touched
with pity or remorse, but a baby is ad-
amant.

IMd anybody ever know a baby to sym-
pathize enough with Its tortured family
to quit howling and let them go to siesp?
Never. Haven't we seen n compassionless

l

Roman holiday for some barbarous little
filend by getting down on lifs poor, rheu-
matie old knees nnd playlng horre” And
yet, Instead of ruthlessly murdering the
Infant tyrant, thess pnos victims of nurs-
ery oppreéssion actually hug thelr chalns
and glory In thelr slavery.

Another almost wierd thing about «
baby Is its power of hypnotiam How
it does It Heaven alone knows, but every
baby allve has but to fix (ts parents with
Its wandering gage and mike a few
passca at them with its wobbly band,
and they forthwith sea beauty in a crea-
ture with no more halr on Its head than

a billiard ball, a fishy eye with no eye
hruws' a rudimentary nose and a4 loosse
mouth, and percelve ntelligence in a
countenance that has no more expression
to {t than n piate of cream cheese. Btill
more remarksble, otherwise =ane people
of Irreproachable tiste not only do not

resent being thouzht to resemble such a
looking Individual, but actually glory
in 1L

Another choracteristic of bables that we
are in the way of ignoring |s their decelt-
fulneas They look Innecent, but they
are ful guile, and deep, very, very
deep, Take the mere matter of physical
strength, for Insta The baby s
entered In the festherwelght class and
apparently Is no match for a grown per-
son. yet in o single Sunday afternoon, on
the nur=e's day out, a Httle ¢reature that
is stlll so unstendy on hls legs he [alls
&L every turn can wear an able-bodied
man out to 1 fragile and make him fee!

of

that he has Wwen engaged In a aix daya' |

continvous walking match.

The moral _-_-rf-'-rl_u!_.l baby In a house.

friends may have heen people of the most
oxquinite tact, the nlcest regary! for the
rights of others, and a wile and cathello

Intere=t in the dolnegs of the workh The
baby chunges all that, The world nar-
rows down to a si of interest—
and that is baby. ency of
civilty fllee before a perambululor, and
YO are we rme or anwel cording
to the am i enthusinsm you can
muster up about the baby

So far as your own pleasures (s confe
cerned. nobody in a house where there g
n baby makes n pretense of considering
It. Your brightest witticism fulls 2at
and staie before'n gurgle of Infant volie
puk: the¢ most startling plece of tews
does not create ons-milllonth part of the
sensation that does the Intelllgence that
the baby has ent a tooth, Try to tll

o good story and just at the critical mo-

ment the Imbecile parent fnterrupts yoa
to call your attentien to the cute way
in which the baby Is lookis at yoa
through the chalr, and you rcumb o
the Inevitable and tulk ster baby
talk unul 1 s time to go home, Conver-
satlen with young parents his to be as
carefully ndaptad as u French farce fop
a debutsnte.

But for all that the baby has plenty
of virtues of his own. He Is more re-
liable than an alarmm cieck for getting
peonle up In the morning. He has the
advantage of a settled purpese in Ul
from the star:, for he knows what he
wants and howils for It untdll bDe gets I,
while az a scapegont for the famfy—a
| standing excuwe for t i they can't
do because of the baby the things

o do beciuyse of aby—<he is
v an lnvalaable and woachable
blessing.

BY BISHOP J. L. SPAULDING

HOW CAN WE ALL BENEFIT MANKIND?

MERSON sayn that America is God's
E great chn..y to the mace, but true

religion working with the added
power which sclence gives is greater than
America. and will purifty, ennoble and
tranaform our life into some Hkeness to
the divine ideals, which as yet we but
slmply discern.

We have already learned that a man's

chlef value does not lle in his abllity to
’ conquer with sword snd shell, and we are

coming to understand that It lesa Just as
ilttle in him abllity to manipulate machin-
ery or to get money.

Comte thinks that Christlanity Is the
consecration of egolsm, and It l= a fact
that it regards primarily the Individual,
and asperts the supreme worth of person-
ality. But it also inoists that the individ-
ual exn rightly develop and find himsclf
only in devoting his thought and lifs to
the love and service of God and his fel-
low man. It would found on earth a
kingdom of heaven in which obedience
to the will of God. which is good will to
man, shall be an all-controlling coustitu-
tional prinelple and law, and beneficence
the universs] means of personal and so-
clal advancement.

We must be benefactors that we may
become able to love our fellows, for Iif

we incline to hate those whom we wrong, |

more surely are we drawn to love those
to whom we do good. They who live with
whatscever things are true, graclous,
pure snd amiable, continue to grow In
mental and moral power, and the good
of Ufe lles in the mental and moral dis-
positions which 1 disinterested conduct
creates and fosters within us.

As matter is but life’s setting. not Ita
substance, ao if we would go to the suc-
¢or of those who fall In right lving, we
must give them our Interest, sympathy,

|

I

confidence and affection more than
money.

The special vice of tha thriftiess and
delinquent ls heedlessness and reckless-
ness. We must traln them to
thought, attention and consideration
personal interest, not almsgiving.
proper means whereby this may

our

and
is the
be ac-

complished. If we would save them,
must save them from themselves
The purest charity consists in dolng the

fore- |

we |

spiritual rather than In dolng the corporal |

works of mercy. alnce the essentin! €ood
i= the good of tha soul. Let us huve con-
fidence In whatever lncreases the power
of the soul confidence In2cnowledge, scl-
ence, freedom and labor, persuaded that
riches are good only when they are the
possession of the wise and the just It
is caster to be gonerous than to he just
The generous win approval, while the
just are often misunderstood znd suspect-
ed of lack of heart.

The poor love the poor, because they
give their thought=s and time to one an-
other. They do not love the rich, because
the rich give them only money.

Mere advice has lttle efMicacy, for what
we all aeed in mearly all situations Is
not 50 much a clearer view of right as a
more fervent desire, o more determined

will to do right, and this advice cannot |

supply. No syatem of dogma or morals,
however much It be preached, can regen-
erate the worid. If reason alone con-
trolled us, the world wouid be a waste.
I1f the universe of metaphysics and of
sclence were not aAn ‘Matraction, It would
be a hell, where falth, hope and love
would became Impossible, for they are
nourished and kept allve, not by specula-
tion and ressarch but by unseifish serv-
ice, generous deeds and herolc endeavor.

Among the anclents the unfortunate

were helld to be accurse hateful to the
divinities, and consequently without title
to the plty of men.

In no things has Christianity wrought
a more radical change than in the world's
attitude toward the weak and heavys
laden. Christunity withstonl the supers
stition and merclleseness to which cene

guries bhad given a kind of I& =ne-
tion, and tanght by ,wond . deed that
the maore sinful, the mors lgnarant, the
more abandosed our follows are the

greater their claims on cur attention and
gervice.

If we were true Chrisilans, we should
be able to laber for our fellows with such
confidence that nor baseness, nor rgratls
tude, nor f{aithlessless of however many
of those whom we seek to help would
bave power to cool our wor diminish
our zeal. Though the world about
should appear te erave for poth
money and seénsation, we woualld none tha
less dedicate whatsoever of ability God
has give us to redeem our brothers from
themselves, and if in the end wy 1
have accomplished nothing we shor
lenst have escaphd an ignoble 1ife

The purest pleasure 1s o glive pleasure
and the highest glory belongs to those
who labor earnestly, both by

and by doing, to make truth, justice and
love prevail.

The universe was made for eagh one
of us. and for each one the world will ba
falr and pleasant in the degree in which
he atrives to mutke it so for others,

It Is not poasible to reapect one's self
and to make no sacrifice for ona's fellow
men  In coming closer 10 one another to
help those who need help, we shail make
ourselves more capiable of seeing and cohs
fessing the life the work and words of
Christ reveal,




