
2Q THE SUNDAY OKEGOXIAX, -- PORTLAND, JVhJ 27, iqp2.

ADAM WORTH, THIEFGREATEST OF STOLE'$3,000,000 AND WAS CAUGHT BUT ONCE;
ROBBED EUROPE IN SPLENDID STEAM' YACHT;

. MODERN TIMES HIS CAREER AS RELATED BY THE PINKERTONS

Is the story of Adam "Worth.
THIS a Action writer could conceive

. a story, he" might well hesitate
to write It for fear of being accused of
using the wildly improbable.

The soDor, cold, technical Judgment
passed upon Adam "Worth by the great-
est thief-hunte- rs of America and Great
Britain is that he was 'the most remark-
able, most successful and most dangerous
professional criminal ever known to mod-
ern times.

Adam "Worth, in a life of "crime cover-
ing almost half a century, looted at least
52,000.000, and most probably as much as
$3,000,000.

He cruised through the Mediterranean
on a steam yacht with a crew of 20 men,
and left a trail of looted cities behind
him.

He was caught only once, and then
through a blunder by a stupid confeder-
ate.

Ho ruled the shrewdest criminals, and
planned deeds for them with craft that
bade defiance to the best detective talent
In the world.

The police of America and Europe were
eager to take him for years, and for
years he perpetrated every form of theft

check-forgin- g, swindling, larceny, safe-
cracking, diamond robbery, mall robbery,
burglary of every degree, "hold-ups- " on
the road and bank robbery under their
very noses with complete immunity.

There were three redeeming features in
the life of this lost human creature.

He worshiped hia family and regarded
and treated his loved ones as something
sacred. His wife never knew that ho was
a criminal. His children aro living in
the United States today in complete ig-

norance of the fact that their father was
the master-thi- ef of the civilized world.

He never was guilty of violence, and
would have nothing to do under any cir-

cumstances with any one who did.
He never forsook a friend or accom-

plice.
Because of that loyalty he once rescued

his 'band of forgers from a Turkish prison
and then from Greek brigands, reducing
himself to beggary to do it.

Because of that loyalty he became
"The Man "Who Stole the Gainsbor-
ough."

The reason for that theft will be told
hero for the first time. Until now, all
who knew It wore under binding obliga-
tions of silence. The motive that caused
the deed was unique In the history of
modern crime.

And Adam "Worth, who had millions,
who once flipped coins for 100 a tosB,
who at one time had an interest in a
racing stable, had a steam yacht and a
fast sailing yacht, died a few weeks ago
as he had begun a poor, penniless thief.
x He towered above all other criminals of
Ms time; he was so far In advance of
them that the man who hunted him
weakened before his masterful Intellect;
but the inexorable fate that pursues the
breaker of moral law caught him and
finished him at last where the man-mad- e

law was powerless.
"When Adam "Worth died he was as

much a mystery aside from certain of-

ficials and detective Inspectors of Scot-
land Yard, the Pinkertons, and a very
few Amorlcan police officials even to
the great majority of the police officials
of the world as ho bad been throughout
his life. If ho had not become prominent
recently as the man who stole and re-

turned the Gainsborough portrait, the

1902, by "William A, and Robert

In many respects Adam "Worth's suc-
cessful theft of the great
and the motlvo that was behind it epito-mlr- .e

the man's character so well that the
rest of his story wIH bo the clearer to
the reader by the light that Is shed on it
by the true story of this famous crime.

The Fnmons Crime.
In 187C Adam Worth, then poskig in

London as a rich American under tho
name of Henry Baymond, was the head
of a great forgery syndicate. Charles J

Beckor, "The Dutchman." the greatest
forger alive today, was the chief worker,
and associated with the two were men
only less dangerous than they Joseph B.
Chapman, Joe Bellly and Charles .Scsco-vlc- h,

stars in crime. Their plans wero
well laid, but after they had succeeded
in getting about $20,000, one of the lesser
numbers of the band was caught in Paris,
extradited and imprisoned in London.

Now Adam "Worth was confronted with
a difficulty. The only hope for the pris-
oner was to get out on bail and "jump"
it. Ho could not stand trial, for it would
have been equivalent to conviction, since
his guilt was clear. But in England a
bondsman must be a freeholder, furnish
absolute real security, and his reputation
must not only bo excellent he must be
well known.

One day soon after tho arrest "Worth
was walking through Bond street with
Jack Phillips, .alias "Jtmka," a notor-
ious burglar. They saw many carriages
stopping before a plcturo gallery and
crowds entering the door. It was 's,

and the attraction was "the
portrait of the Duchess of Dev-

onshire. It had been purchased a few
days before by the Agnews at Christy's
for 552,500, and Worth, who had a fad
for art. remained in the gallery a long
time, admiring the painting.

Thero had, however, been something
besides admiration in his mind. When
he emerged from the gallery, he told
Phillips that he had a plan to steal tho
picture. Phillips objected vigorously. He
said that it would be absurd that the
thing would bo a "whlto elephant" on
their hands. Worth Insisted. Phillips
yielded. Joe Bellly was taken into their
confidence.

The next night was foggy. On the cor-nea- r,

near Agnew's, stood Joe Bellly,
watching to see that no danger threat-
ened. "Junka" Phillips, a great hulk of
a man. stood under tho sign that was
dangling over the street just "below a
window In the room that held the por-
trait. Worth suddenly emerged from the
fog, leaped on Phillips' shoulder, who
quickly seized the agile little man and
raised him high enough over his head
to enable him to. reach the swinging sign.
In another instant, almost befdre one
could have noted his movements, he had
pulled himself over the sign and was
raising the window. In almost the spaco
of time that it takes to tell, Worth
dropped to the sidewalk with the portrait
rolled under his arm. So completely had
he thought out his plans during the first
visit to tho gallery, that he had even
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Worth's Wonderful Career
(Copyright, Pinkcrton)
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public probably never would have heard
of him at all. Only a very few of the
most able detectives of the world knew
him even by sight. Still less knew any

thing about him. The stqry that follows
is an absoluto and minutely exact his-
tory, verified in every partloular 'and
vouched for by the men who spontal-mo- st

half a century In trying to hflfit
him down.

Nothing in this history is left to con-

jecture. Before he died. "William and
Bobert Finkerton sought him out and in-

duced him to go over the story of his
career as they had gathered it from time
to time, and he told them freely of all
that be had done.

noted the position of a step-ladde- r, and
he wasted not an instant in mounting to
the picture and cutting It from the
frame.

On the next morning, Slay 26, 1S76, Lon-
don was In a state of mind. So
were Jack Phillips and Joe Bellly. No-

body in the city, apparently, could talk
of anything ol.e excopt the startling ry

that had been made that morning
when tho Agnewa opened their gallery.
Poitorsj offering a reward of 1000 for
tho recovery of the picture flared every-
where, and before night tho police had
boon sending photographs and descrip-
tions of it to all quarters of the globe.

Worth's two accomplices w all their
forebodings fulfilled. Not only did the
picture appear worthless to them, sincoil
any attempt to extort money for Its re-

turn would, have led to their capture, as
they argued, but the chaVices were good
also that they might be caught even as
It was. They were full of bitter reproaches
when Worth met them.

"Worth's Unique Plot.
Worth, to their surprise, was Jubilant.

He rubbed his hands gleefully and told
them that everything was working beau,
tlfully. And then, and only then, did ho
divulge the real reason that he had for
stealing the Gainsborough.

He told them that he knew of a solicitor
of shady reputation who was ton extent
In his power, and that through him he
proposed to send a small bit of canvas
from the Gainsborough to the prisoner at
the Newgate prison, who would be tojd
to secrete it. Tho solicitor was then to
go to the Agnews and tell thom that he
had a client In jail who could give them
information that would, lead to the re-
covery of the portrait.

Tho prteonor, thereupon, rhen the Ag-
news approached him, was to show them
tho piece of canvas and, to assure them
tha he was telling tho truth, he was to
tell the Agnews to take it and see If it
would not fit exactly into a) jagged piece
that Worth had left in the frame for just
this purpose.

Qnc"o they felt sure that tho man couldbrihg about the return of the portrait,
it was fair to assume that the- Agnews
could be forced to go on tho prisoner's
ball bond. Ke could flee the country at
once and the picture would be returned
as soon as he was safe from British law.

There is. little doubt that the unique
scheme would have ended as planned had
it had not been for a happening as unex-
pected as it was welcome to the gang.
With money furnished by Worth the pris-
oner had retained Mr. Beslev. one of tho
best solicitors in London then, and now a i
Judge on the Bnglish bench. He dlscov- - j
erea xuai mere iiaa Deen a vat technical
error In the extradition papers, and the
court annpunced that Jt could not hold
the man. but would have to liberate him
until new proceedings' could be taken. It
is needlees to say that he left England as
fast as train and ship could take him.

A "White Elephant.
Thus the Gainsborough did actually be-

come a white elephant, or even worse,
for not only did Worth not dare to try
to wiry the reward, but his accomplices
began to blackmail him onthublastlcally.
Prosslbly they would have squeezed him

n harder than they did, had It not been

for the fact that Worth, with his usual
astuteness, had Eecreted the picture im-
mediately after the theft, so that none
of the gang knew where it was any more
than the Agpews or tho police did.

Onco Phillips demanded that Worth pro-
duce the picture and then deposit it somo-wher- o

whence it could not be taken with-
out the consent of both parties. He raado
an appointment to meet Worth in tho Cri-
terion bar, and, expecting that Worth
would. appear with the picture, he went
there with two detectives. But Worth
had suspected Phillips and had seon him
with his unpleasant companions. So
Worth did not appear in the Criterion
bar on that day. But he appeared next
day, and then and there the little man.
who did not weigh more than 1E0 pounds,
gave the giant Phillips so terrible a
thrashing that the police had to be called
In to drag him away from his enemy.

Thus ended all attempts on tho part
of any of his pals to .gain possession of
the picture, and it remained with Worth
until he returned it voluntarily, as was
told at the time.

Thief From .the First.
Worth was a thief from the time when

we first know him. He was the son of
respectable parents Jiving on the East
Side, and his qualities of mind were such
that he could have succeeded well In
business. But while still a boy ho he-- i.

came a companion of sports and thieves.
Ills real history as a crook begins with

the Civil War, when Worth became a ter-
ror to the Government as one of the most
successful bounty-jumpe- rs lri the coun-
try. He was then a small, wiry, dapper
fellow, full of nerve to the top of his
head, and equally full of resource, so that
all tho crooks whom lie met instinctively
looked up to him.

He appears to havo jumped bounties
until it struck him that it would be a
pleasing change to go to the front, which j

he did, participating in the battlo of tho
Wilderness and other smaller ones. When
he returned 'from the war he began pick-- 1

lng pockets In New York until he "got J

his hand In, when he became a member
of a gang of bank sneaks, a lucrative
business in those days.

From the very beginning he dressed
like an aristocrat, and bore, himself like
one. Except for professional purposes, ho
declined to mix with criminals. He soon
created a barrier betwoen them and him-
self which not only made him the mora
respected and feared by them, but also
put an effective obstacle in the way of
police Inquiries, and thus prevented the
authorities from ever knowing much
about him.

He had plenty of money from, the very
beginning of his career. This soon made
him the natural financier of many crook-
ed operations, and before long he was at
Ihe head of a bank burglars' combination.
Soon he furnished not only the money,
but also the brains, and after a few years
ho was recognlzod throughout the criminal
world as the greatest "finder" of work
in the profession, and criminals sought
him out as ordinary perxons seek out a
great lawyer when they want advice.

(jrhc Keen Inajfrht.
It was now that Worth began to dis-

play the wonderful knowledge of human
nature which mode his career so danger-
ous to the world. Criminals came to him
by the dozens to onllst his aid In their
plans. Most of them wero men whom
he had never seen before. Naturally,
there were among them all varieties of
men stupid, treacherous, cowardly and
daring. Worth never made a mistake in
his men. Those whom he trusted al-
ways Justified his faith. Those whom he
didn't trust never got an opportunity to
injure him.

The Influence that he attained over
his associates is shown by the fact
that none of them ever broke- the one
great rule .haf he had laid, down for their
guidance when they "worked" with him.
It was that never, under any conditions
except absolutely to save their own lives,
should they use firearms. The result was
that Worth was eagerly sought as a com-
panion by the most noted criminals, who
raelized that he worked with his nerve
instead of with clumsy weapons.

Greet Boylston Bnnlc Bobbery.
One day a small, dark, elegant gentleman

dropped Into the office of a Boston citizen
Who had a store property near the corner
ct Boylston and Washington streets to
rent. The papers were soon signed, and
within a few days the windows of the,
store were flllcdywith bottles' of a new
and potent bitters announced in eloquent
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placards as being a moat sovereign rem-
edy. The dark, dapper gentleman appear-
ed to build great hopes of "a. successful
busWbs on his venture, for in a ffcw days
after the opening he had three assistants.
Possibly if the officials pf the Boylston
Bank had known that tho four honest
bitters merchants hext door were Adam
Worth, alias- - "Little Adam." Ike Marsh,
alias "Bjg Ike," Bob Cochran, alias "Big
Bob," and Charles Bullard. alias "Piano
Charley," they would not have, been en-
tirely happy. For Mr. Worth's three part-
ners In the bitters line wero known to
fame, and the owners of burst bank safes
from the Pacific to tho Atlantic oceans
had had ample reason for several years
to remember them.

The bitters business, as carried on by
the Arm, demanded the secret use of crow--
pars ana similar tools ana haa anyono
managed to peer behind the partition that
divided the store In half, he would have
been surprised to see a neat, daily grow-
ing mound of brick and stone and plas-
ter. But nobody did peer behind the par-
tition. Indeed, It was difficult to see Into
the store at all, fcr the Imposing array
of bottles lu the window hid everything
from the passersby.

The Arm did a rushing business day
and nlsht. In the day time they sold
bottles over the counter. In the nlglit
time they digged a hole through the
wall of the store Into tho contiguous
vaults of the Boylston Bank. Adam
Worth had "found" work again.

On the tenth night Bullard's (Piano
Charley) crowbar poked Into emptr
space on the othrr side of the wall. Be-
fore the dawn, the bitters business had
been closed with the greatest profit on
record. For three safes In tho Boylston
vaults stood wide open and empty, and
in a hiding place four joyous men were
dividing cash and negotiable paper
amounting to nearly one million dollars.

Boston detectives got on the trail and
followed them to New York. But Worth
had friends in the police department. The
burglars fled- - to Philadelphia, and thence
Worth. Bullard and Marsh sailed to Eng-
land. Cochran escaped to Canada, and the
looters and the loot were safe, for bur-
glary then was not an extraditable of-

fense.
Cochran bought a fine stock farm near"

Coburg, Ontario, and lh-c- d like a country
gentleman. He died a year afterward,
universally lamented.

Marsh went straight to his native town
of TIpperary, Ireland, with his wife, the
famous Kitty Marsh. His money was
burning bis pockets dreadfully, and to
get rid of the ever-prese- pain he de-
vised the simple but brilliant method or
taking the entire town of TIpperary outj
On sprees. Tnis was a great success, and
soon he found it necessary to return to
America to get more money In the same
old way. But he got 20 years in prison,
instead. Ha Is living still, an old man, in
broken health, and the Pinkertons aay
that he has reformed.

"Beautiful Kitty Wells."
Worth, op nrrivlng In England, as-

sumed the name of Henry J. Baymond,
the noted editor of the New York Times.
Bullard took the name of Wells. Bullard
became infatuated with a barmaid then
known aa Kittle, in Liverpool, and ho
married her. She became famous in Eng-
land. France and America as the "beau-
tiful Kitty Weils" after Bullard and she
began to live high on the Continent.
Nothing was too good for Kitty.

Worth, although he had plenty of
money, did not waste time in loafing ml
England. He "found" a largo pawnshop
In Liverpool almost as soon as he landed,
and one day he managed to get the
pawnbroker off his guard long enough to I

make a hasty Impression In wax of the
safe keys. Soon thereafter'Liverpool and I

Liverpool pawnbrokers particularly were
shocked to awaken and find that flCO,000
in diamonds had vanished over night.

Worth then went on calmly to London,
laughing at the police, and later on pro-
ceeded to Paris, where he became Bul-
lard's partner In the first American bar

In Par!?. It was In the Rue Scribe, and
Its furnishing costs $70,000. It became
famous. Before lonir mnnv Americans
made it a practice to have their mall ijent
there. Bullard (WoIIh) and Worth (Ray-
mond) became the boon companions of
tho bloods of Europe. Kltt. beautiful,
with a grand air quite untraceable to a
Liverpo6l bar, robed In magnificence, and
crowned with blonde hair that set the
Frenchmen to worshipping, attracted tho
most desirable element. To extract from
that element. Us desirable constituent
parts of cash, Bullard, haughty In mien,
far different from the Piano Charley or
tho Boeton bitters establishment, opened
a gambling house In the American slylo
on an upper floor of tho place. Soon ho
added faro and baccarat. Then the Paris
police became solicitous and called often.
But whenever they appeared they found
only a lot of calm, contemplative persons
reading newspapers. It saddened the po-

lice greatly until William A. Plnkerton
arrived on the scene. He was chasing
Josoph B Chapman, who had robbed the
Third National Bank, of Baltimore. Mr.
Pinkertop, watching Wells' bar In Paris
for Chapman, toon was able to explain
to the Paris police that their raids were
never successful because the barkeeper
would push a button that set a "buzzer"
to going In the gnmbllpg-room- s whenever
danger threatened. "Wells" and "Ray
m?nd"..w.eJre cpt"red.Jn hQ v5ry "xtH
raid. 'Although the Identity of neither i

waa suspected, "Wells," knowing that
burglary wa3 extraditable In France, and
fearing recognition, jumped his ball and
fled to London. "Raymond" quietly re-
mained behind and not only continued to
run the place, gambling hells and all, but
he did "more.

A Dnrlnf? Coup.
Under 'the 'very eye. of a watcnrul

and angry police, faced with the constant
danger that he might be Identified at any
moment as the Boylston Bank robber, he
planned and carried out the famous $130,-0- 00

diamond robbery.
A customer of the bar was a representa-

tive of a large diamond Importing houso.
Ho had a habit, while taking- - his American
drink, of placing at his feet his valiso

.containing a large number of set and un-"s- et

diamonds, which he displayed to pro3-pectl-

purchasers. Worth had studied
this, 'and on an occasion when tho cus-
tomer had asked to have x check cashed,-Raymon- d

successfully held his entire at-
tention for a moment, during which Jo-
seph Bellly, alias Joe Elliott, successfully
removed the bag and substituted an exact
Imitation.

All Paris was excited over this big rob-
bery. Yet although Worth knew that the
police "were trying their best to connect
him wjth the deed, he not only faced them
dally without flinching, but actually held
on to the place long enough to sell It to
an English bookmaker at a good profit.

Bullard returned to the United States
and was arresfed and served several
years for the Boylston Bank robbery. He
escaped Nand was arrested in Canada for
robbing a Jeweler's window. After his
release he lived for a whjle in poverty
and died miserably.

Final Ramnpce of Kitty Wells.
But there Is a wonderful romance in the

life of this family that is known to a few
In this country.

The beautiful Kitty Wells, after Bul-

lard's conviction for the Boston affair, got
a divorce and married one of the wealth-
iest men in the country one whose name
was mentioned almost dally In the papers.
She had a daughter by Bullard and two
daughters by her second husband. He
died a few years ago, and In his will he
left his money to his two daughters, and
In tho case of their death to his wife.
One daughter died almost immediately
after her father's death. Her share In
the. estate then passed on to the mother.
Then Kitty died and all the money revert
ed to the remaining daughter by the see- -
ond marriage. Last year this daughter f
was killed, and now the child of Piano
Charley, tho bank burclar. is the heiress

to ona of the richest estates on this con-
tinent.

After his successful coupa In Paris,
Worth removed to London, where he be-
gan hia splendid career as a sporting gen-
tleman. Hp rented beautifully furnished
apartments in No. 103 Picadilly. The so-
ciety In his rooms was of the moat varied
character. Sportsmen who knew him only
as a sportsman thronged his roopis, one
pight. The biggest thieves ijid black-
legs of America and Europe would he his
guosts in another.

Worth's marvelous Immunity from ar-
rest had by this time made him tho ruler
of the criminal world. They besought him
for advice and Instruction- - He got the
llon'a share of the spoils. They made him
their agent. He became the biggest re-
ceiver of stolen goods ever know-n-. He
operated an actual clearing-hous- e of
crime.

During tho 10 years while Worth was
living high in London, the European o,

from Turkey to Scotland, were al-
most demoralized by a steady succession
of robberies, each ono great, and each
one so well done that not a clew was, ever
to be found. Mall trains all over the
Continent and throughout the tight little
Island were looted. Banks wero robbed.
Steamships plying between Calais and
Dover and Folkstone and Boulougna ar-
rived at their destination with strong
boxes Brokea open, and, of course, empty.
False locks were discovered on some of
the looted cars. Others were blown open
with explosives. Othera had been picked.
So manifold were the devices, yet so uni-
form was the success, that It became evi-
dent in the years between 1S70 and 1SD0
that, a, band of many members was at
work, and that that band had one head,
who was the arch-crimin- al of the coun-
try.

Master Criminal nnrt Spendthrift.
But that was as far as deduction went.

Worth was riding to hounds, and was a
part pwner In a stable of race horses.
Sporting men everywhere were proud to
know him. He owned a sailing yacht and
a steam yacht, the Shamrock, with a crew
of 20 men. on which he entertained like a
prince.

At this time, gambling was the man's
passion. He would bet on anything, stake
money
.

on anything,... .....flip pennies for anvw
tning. Aien tell still how he used to flln
a penny tor one nunared pounca a toss
In those days. Money was coming to him
steadily from all corners of Europe, and
every blackleg In Europe was trying to
get It away from him.

Onco two American card sharpers, Dr.
Shaw and McCreery, picked him as their
prey. They found that he affected the
company of two music hall singers, tho
"Buffalo Boys," juet then, and they pick-
ed an acquaintance with them. But their
greed undid them, for before they had
reached their object of an Introduction
to Worth, they fell to gambling with
the singers and got J1500 away from them.

The "Buffalo Boys" met William A.
Pinkcrton on the street next day and
told him about It. He answered: "Why,
boys, they don't want small game like,
you! They are after a pile. They want
to get at Worth through you, sure."

The "Buffalo Boys" brought a meeting
about and soon the gamblers were at It.
First they allowed Worth to win. their
scheme being to lure him on. Worth did
win. He got about JG0Q0. Just as the
sharpers prepared to turn the tables,
Worth arose with a laugh and told them
that he knew all about them.

That was one. time when he won money
Instead of throwing Hf away. But gen-
erally he threw it away.

In 1874 Worth decided to add a forgery
branch to his "business." He Imported

nd the most expert American
forgers that ever operated In Europe,
among them being Becker, Chapman,
Rellly and Sescovlcb, who have
been mentioned in connection with the
Gainsborough story. They forgea" let-
ters of credit and went through Europe
like invaders. Suddenly, when every-
thing seemed particularly serene. Worth
learned that the entire gang had been
taken with evidence on them and sen-
tenced to seven years' imprisonment In
Constantinople.

Worth went to Constantinople, and
with unlimited money and equally unlim-
ited effrontery and pluck, he succeeded
in effecting a general Jail delivery, which
resulted In the escape of all excopt Chap-
man.

While passing through wild country on
their round-about-w- to England, tho
escaped convicts wore seized by Greek
brigands and held for ransom. They
paroled Joe Rellly, and btTfound Worth,
who supplied the funds at once and sent
Rellly back with money lenough to re-
lease the captives. Then all mffie head-
quarters In a large house In Brompton
Road, London, where the wife of Chap-
man was llvinc-- .

The jail delivery and the ransomln"
had taken all tho ready money thatWorth had just then, and for a time the

band lay quiet until Becker managed to
raise $12,500 on a forged check. With that
sum to finance the operations, it was not
long before the gang was rolling In
money again, and Europe was aghast at
the swindles that came fast and furious.
It was then that the arrest of an accom-
plice In Paris caused the robbery of the
Gainsborough.

About this time the London police be-
gan to despair of ever finding any evi-
dence against Worth that would hold
water, and they fell back on the expedi-
ent of stationing a policeman In uniform
In front of his house and watching and
reporting every one who entered. Worth
only laughed at it. Scores of his friends
merely considered him a much maligned
man. and the rest didn't care. So ht
lived much the same as before.

Periodically, in the height of the fash-ionab- lo

season, tho Shamrock, shining
with polished brasses and varnish, and gay
with awnings and flags, would steam
proudly into this or that bay in the Med-
iterranean. Music and dinners that be-
came famous and receptions of magnifi-
cence made tho ship a welcome visitor.
And for yeare no one dreamed that her ar-
rival could bo connected with mysterious
robberies that occurred In the houses of
those who had been the guests of the
Shamrock and had, In turn, been the own-
er's hosts ashore.

The Rlverla, Monto Carlo, Naples. Ge-
noa, Trieste, Venice and many other port3
deplored queer losses of large amounts.
Sometimes tho Shamrock was in port
when the thefts were perpetrated. Some-
times she happened to have left just be-
fore. Sometimes her owner was tho
guest of the robbed victim, at other occa-
sions the victim was a guest aboard tho
yacht while the robbers were visiting hia
home.

But the iShamrock and her owner never
were actively engaged In any of the opera-
tions. The Shamrock was no vulgar pi-

rate ship. Her owner was only pursuing
his favorite vocation as a "finder" of
work. Having "found" an opportunity,
ho would lay his plans, draw up the
schedule of operations and then assign
some of his International staff of crooks
to do the work.

During all this time hl3 family lived in
America, totally Ignorant of the real facts
In Worth's career, and believed him to be
only a sporting man. Devoted as ho was
to them, he took tho risk again and
again of crossing to this side of the water
to visit them. As an illustration not only
of his nerve, but his keen business sens:?,
we will mention one of those trips when
ho crossed on the steamship Lidlani.
mere happened to bo only a few cabin
passengers, and ono of them was a sea-
man who was on his way to Philadelphia
to take the captaincy of one of the steam-
ers of the same line. A heavy storm came
up, and the captain and nil the ofHoera
of the ship were disabled by terrific seas,
whereupon the sailor passenger took com-
mand of tho ship and brought her safely
Into port.

Worth promptly advanced money ta
this man with which to file a claim for
salvage against the company. Tho com-
pany contested the claim on the ground
that the claimant was about to enter
their employ, but the matter was finally
settled hy the payment of more than
J4O.O0O, which was divided with Worth.

On another occasion he was ti land at
Quebec. He had with him many dia-
monds and other Jewelry which he ha 1

purchased from crooks In Englani. On
tho steamer It happened that a number
of rooms had been entered and robbed.
Worth had no hand In these robberies,
but as he was a stranger 9nd liable to
suspicion and eearch. he left the steimer
before she reached Quebec and took the
railroad for Montreal. This directed sus-
picion to him, and wag telegraphed ahea3
and a detective met the train and took
Worth Into custody, charging him wltn
smuggling jewelry. But Worth had no-

ticed the detective's actions on the train,
and, suspecting his mission, had placed
the greater part of the diamonds be-

hind the flreback of the stove in the car.
He proved his innocence of tho steamer
robberies and succeeded In tracing the
car on which he left the Jewelry. Dur-
ing the night he entered It In the yard
where it was stored, regained his dia-
monds and safely smuggled them Into tho
United States.

On that trip on tho steamer Indiana,
ho brought with hlra the Gainsborough
portrait In the false bottom of a trunk.
From Philadelphia the picture was taken
to Now York, and a special trunk mado
for Its safe keeping and protection, which
was first placed In storage In a ware-hou- ae

In Brooklyn, afterwards In New
York, and later In Boston, where it re-
mained until Its recovery.

His $1,000,000 Diamond Trlclc.
During tho '803, to divert the suspicion

against him In England, he made a trip
to South Africa. In Cape Town Worth
wag incited by the bringing of diamonds
In the rough from the De Beers and oth-
er mines, and commenced to plan a rob-
bery. He learned that they were always
brought by a special coach, with an
armed Boer guard, to Cape Town In tlmo
to catch an outgoing steamer for Eng-
land. He and Charley King, an English
crook, decided that the most feaslblo
method would he an American "hold-up- "

robbery. But they were both small men
and needed another man. They found
him In an American n, hiding
there for sinking his ship at sea for in-

surance.
The coach was due at a certain point

after dark. The three men stretched a
rope across the road, which successfully
threw tho horses and upset the coach.
But before. they could overpower the big
Boer guard,' he opened fire with a repeat-
ing Winchester, firing in every direction,
driving the thieves to cover, and the con-
signment was delivered safely In Cape
Town.

King and the old 3hlp-slnk- left tho
country quickly, but Worth coolly re-
mained to make another trial.

The assistant postmaster In Cape Town
was a most sociable old gentleman.
Worth became so friendly with him after
several months that he formulated a plan
to get possession of the postofflce safe
keys long enough to make wax imnres- -

! s4ons of them.
Ho took three parcels out on the road

and sent them by registered mall ad-
dressed to himself. Just as the assistant
postmaster ftvas closing the office one
evening. Worth went to him. and. plead-
ing that It was of great Importance that
he receive the packages which had been
locked up In the safe, prevailed upon the
assistant to open the safe and deliver
them to him. The assistant had to go
to another part of his office for the re-
ceipt, and while his back was turned
Worth managed to get Impressions of the
safe keys, which had been left In the open
safe. ,

Several visits to the postoffico were nec-
essary before the duplicate keys were
fitted so that they would open the safe,
and on these nocturnal visits Worth
found large amounts of valuables there.
But he would not commit a robbery until,
as he explained to us before he died, he
could get the "Darby," meaning a large
shipment from the De Beers diamond
mines.

He now found to arrange
a plan to delay the arrival of the dia-
monds so that they could not be shipped
on the steamer, but would be locked In
the safe. Near Cape Town was a deep,
swift stream, which the coach had to cross
by ferry, the boat being pulled back and
forth by a rope. Worth cut the rope In
the night, causing the ferry-bo- at to driftdown the stream. The coach was unablo
to orosa in time, and the steamer sailed
without the consignment. It was placed

(Concluded on Page 27.)


