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ADAM WORTH, GREATEST THIEF O

MODERN TIMES

ROBBED EUROPE IN SPLENDID STEAM YACHT; 1

|
STOLE $3,000,000 AND WAS CAUGHT BUT ONCE; J
HIS CAREER AS RELATED BY THE PINKERTONS I

{ |

HIS Is the story of Adam Worth.
I If a fiction wrlter could concelve
such & story, be might well hesitate
to write It for fear of Meiag accussd of
using the wiidly improbable
The wover, cold, technical juflgment
pussod upon Adam Worth by the great-
est thief-hunters of Amerioa and Great
Eritaln Is that he was the most remark-
able, most successful and most dangerons
professionnl ¢riminal ever known to mod-
ern times
Adam Waorth, In a MNfe of "orime cover-
Ing almaopt half a eentury, looted at least
WO, gnd most probadbly as much as
$3,000, 400
He crulsed through the Mediterranean
on 4 steam yacht with a crew of 20 men,
and Jeft & wrall of looted citles behind
him
He was ecaught only once a&nd then
through a blunder by a stupld confeder-
ate
He ruled the shrewdest criminals, and
planned desds for them with craft that
bade definnce to the best detective talent
in the worl
The police of America and Europe were
cager o take him for years, and for
Yeurs he perpetrat - form of theft
sek-Torping, swindling, larceny, safe-
- wond roubery. m robbeary,
burgiary of every degree, "“hold-ups™ on
i bank
comg
There were thre~ r¢
the his Jost by
He wor
and treated his e

Yeor:s nosres " h'hm‘-'—tt:)'.

deeming features in
an creature.

¥y and regarded
% as someihing
sacred. His wife nover knew that ha was
& coriml
the Unit

life of

{1 Btates inday {n complete ig-
norance of the fact that thelr father was
the master-thief of the cvilleed worid.

He never was guilty of wviolence, and
would have nothing to do under any clr-
cumsisnces with any one who did,

He never forscok & friend or accom-
pilce

EBocause of that loynlty he once rescued
his band of forgers from a Turkish prison
end then from Greek brigands, reducing
himself 10 beggary to do it

Because of that Ioyaity he became
“The Man Whe BSwie the Gainabor-

ough."
The resson for that theft will bhe tald
here for the first time Until now, all

who knew it were under binding obliga-
tions of stlenoe. The motive that covsed
the deed wan unigue in the history of
ern erime

Adum Worth, who had millions,
oneos fipped colns for {100 & tose,
et ono time had an interest In a
r stable. had a steam yacht and a
ast selling yacht, died a few weoeks ago
as he had begun—a poor, penniless thief.

* He towered
his timse; }' wons ®0 fAr In sdvance of
them that the man who hunted him

weakened bhefore his masterfd inlellect;

but the jnexorable fite that pursues the | him even
hreaksr of moral law caught him and |yhing about him
is an abaolute and ¥
verified In every
for by ths men wl:-.
half a century

shed him at last where the man-made
inw was powerless

When Adsem Worth died he waa as
murh a mysterr—aside from oertaln of-
detoctive inspectors of Scot-
and Yard the Pinkertons, and & very
few Amercan policeo officials-—-even o
the great majority of the palice officials
of the waorld as he had bsan throughout
his Mfe. 1If he had not become prominent
recently as the man who stoje and re-
turned the Gaelnsborough portrait, the

ery—under their |

Hip cotlidren are lving in |

¢ nll other erimianls of f

for the faet that Wn‘!h. with hile usual
astutepess, had perretad ths pleture im-
mediately after
| of the gang knew where it was any more

than the Agnews or the polloe @id,

Once Phillips demanded that Worth pro-
duce the picture and then deposit it game-
whers whenoo it could not be taken with-
out the consent of both parties. He made
an appoiniment 10 meet Worth tn the Crl-

public probably nover w

80 LAl nones

would  appear with the picture, he went
twa detectives. -But
bad suspected Phillipe and had seen him

in this histnry

piacards as being o most soverelgn rem-
. The dark, dapper gentleman appenr- |
ol to bufld great hopues of = sitccossful

I.:ulnns on bils vamture, for in a f¢w days

after the opening he hed three assl
\ Peasibly i the offclals of the B
Bank had known thmt the four

Tt was in the Rue Beribe, and | Iving high in Londen, the Buropean po-
Robart I"ir.m rion sol It beeame | Hee, from Turkey to Scotland, were -

duced bim to go Worth 4id not appear In the (‘ﬂmrh‘m'
lr on that day. But he appeared next
and then snd there the litle man, |

who dld not weigh more than 1240 pounds,

made 1t & prnrtlr— to have their malfl pent’| of robberies, sach one great, an

thrashing that

ce had to be called

«..:-'- to a| Inlend wera looted, Bahks were
In to drag him away from his enemy

Littera merchants neat door w
Worth, alige ""Little Adam."

“Mig Tke,"” Bab Coc
and Charlen Bullard, ailes
* “they wonld not have besn €ne.
For Mr. Worth's three p

Worth’'s Wonderful Career

(Copyright, 1902, by William A. and Robert Pinkerton)

crowned with blonde hmir lr‘at set the | Dover and Folkstone and Boulougns
Frenchmen to worshipping. attracied the | T ¢
To extract from bozes Broken open, and
canstituent | Fulse locks” hrrr

ny of his pals to galo poassssion of
re, and it remained with Warth

mont desirable «
roturned 6 veluntarily,

nsborough

theft of the great Gi
pnd the motive that was behind It eplto-
» the man's character mo well that the
® of his story will be the claarer 1o
the reader by the lght that Iy shed on It
by the true story of this famous crime.

cesaful

The Fameous Crime.

In 186 Adam Worth, then posing in
London as a rich American under the
name of Henry Baymond, was the head
of & grest forgery syndlcate: Charles
Beckor., “The Dutchman.” the greatest
forger alive today, was the chlef worlker,
and aesociated with the two were men
only less dangerons than they Joscph B
Beilly and Charles SBesco-
crime. Thelr plens wero
after they had succeaded
In getting about 20,000, one of the losser
pumbers of the band wns caught In Paris,
extradited and imprisoned in London,

Now Adam Worth was confronted with q

n difficulty. The only hope for the pris- |
oner was 1o get oul on bail and *jump*
It. He could not stand trial, for 1t would

have b

his

n equivalemt to conviction, since
wat clear. PBut In England a
mdsman must be & frecholder, furnish

il o real security, and his reputation

must not only be excellent—he must be

well known.

One soon afler the arrest ‘?.'Drth|
WhE W l-—— thre .;gh Bond strest with |
Jack i “Junka.” & notor-

jous b ..L}’lr They saw many carriages
topping bafore a pleture gallery and
crowds entering the door. It was Ag-
new's, and the sttractlon was the Galns-
h pertrait of the Duchess of Dev-
It had been purchased a few
ore by the Agnews at Christy's
for F280, and Worth, who had a fad
for art, remained in the gallery o long
time, admiring the painting.

There had, however., been something
besides admira 1 In his mind When
n the gallery, he told |
ps thet he had a plan o steal the |
pleture. Phillips objected vigorously. He |
sajd that it would dbe absurd—that the
thing would be a “white elephant” on
their hands. Worth Insisted Phillips
yvielded, Joo Rellly was taken into thelr
confidence.

The next aight was foggy. On the cor-
=, near Agnew's, =tood Joe Ralily,
to seo that no danger threat-
“Junka™ Phillips, & great hulk of
stood under the sign that was
over the styeet just Selow a
in the room that held the por-
trait. Worth suddenly emerged from the
fog, leaped on Phlllipy” shoulder, who
quickly selzed the ngile Nttle man and
ralsed him high enough over his head
to enable hm to. reach the swinging sign.

¢ lnstant, almost befdre ons
cotld have noted his movements, he had
pulled himself over the sign zand was
ralsing the window. In almost the space |
of time that it takes to tell, Waorth

dropped to the sidewalk with the portrait I
roiled under hia arm. So campletsiy had }
he thonght out his plans during the firs: !

orged f(ror

purts of caah, Bullard, haughty
far different from the Plano Charley of | With explosives.
bitierk establishment,
& gembiing house in the American style | form was the auccess.
on an gpper Moor of the place.
ndded furo and bhacearat,
pollce hecnme molled

In tha bittors line were known
und] the owpers of burst hiank safes
the Pacific 1o
had ample reason
o rememhber them.

bitters business,

ny respects Adam Worth's sue- | noted
he wasted uot an fost

Thiet From the First.

Worth was & thief from the time when
knew him, He
parents living
his gualities of mind were puci
succaeded well

But while #till & boy he
companion of sports and thieves.
s r- al history as o crook beging with
i War, when Worth becams & ter-
| ror to 1!:n Government ae one of the most

u bounty-Jumpers Ii the coun-
was then a small

full of aerve to the top of his
and equally full of resouece, =0 that
A t..e .roolu whom he met Instinctively

t;m-n—: to have jumped Dbountles
struck him thet it would be »
pirasing change (0 go Lo the front,
he 414, participating in the battls of the
Wiiderness and othey smaligr ones. When
be returned from the war he began plek.
ing pockets {n New York untll he “got
! " when he became 8 member
o gang of bank sneaks, a lucrative
business in those days.
the wvery beginning
, and bore himsell ke
Except for professional purposes, he
+d to mix with criminais
crénted a barrier between them and him-
iz which not only mode him the mora
respected snd fearsd by them, bot also
put mn effective obstacle in the way of
and thuy prevented the
knowing much

Then the Paris | that a b
tous and ealled often, | Work, and
ey appeared they found who wes the arch-eriminal of the coun.
conlemplative persona | LTY. |

It saddensd the po- |

On the nayt morning ae earried on by

1. demanidesd the sreret use ,:r crow-

only a jot of calm,
reading newnpapeps.
ilee greatly unti]

e

managed to peer belind the parul

of anything else

- v @ 1 d
been surprised o see a neat, He wes chasing |

who had robhed the | Worth was rid
of Balttnore., Mr. | part pwner In

Josoph B, Chapmun,
Third Nationa)
Pinkertion, watehing Wells'

But nobody dkl peer bohind the -
i e

it was difficalt

imposing array

bar in Parta' Sporting men every -;.'h.-rz- were |
eo0n was able lo explain | gnow him. He o
to the Parls police that thelr raids wers | , gioam yacht, t
becnuse tha barkeepst | of w men,
would push a button that set a
gambling-roomms whenever At this time, gambling was the man's
and "Ray- passlon. He would bet on a:
were captured In the very nexty
the Identity of nelther thing. A
| knowlng that
| bunﬂn v, was - extraditable in France, and
jumped his bail and
quietly re=

the store at all,

rushing business day

to going in the

appear worthlesa

u- thelr capture,
ll"lmn-h, fraring -wvagmtlnn
| led to London.

~ | mained behind and not only contnued to
. gambling #ells snd all, but

full of bliter reproachcs fore the dawn,

been closed with

&

Worth's Unigue

. 40 thelr surprise
He rubbed bkip bands gleefully
nu-m that everything was
And then, and only
the real reason
Galnsborough.

He told theso that he knew of o sojlclt
of shady reputation who was (o an estent
thirough him he
o send & small
from the Galosborough to the prissner at
the Newgate prison, who would be 10dd |
to secrete It The solleftor was then to
B0 to the Aguews and tell them thaz he
had a cent in full who oould give them ¢
information that would lesd 10 the re-|
covery of the
r, thereupon, swhen the Ag-|
new's approached him. was to u.ow them
the piece of cunvas and,
that he was telling tho truth, I:z- was o]
tell the Agnews to take it and seo If it
would not At exactly into & jagged plece
thet Wort n had jeft \n the frame for ]ult

A Daring Coop.
very oe of a walehful | company of two music hall singers, !ImrS'-'-r-'H‘-f"-
and sngry police, faced with the constant | “luffalo Bovs,"” Just then, and
might be identified at any ed an mrmn..{t‘mu:e with them.
viston Bank robber. he | ETced undld them, for before

in a hidimg piace

danger that he
| moment as the B
' planned snd carried out the famous §i50,-
TT‘-" | 000 dinmond robbery,

A cuystomer of the bar was a represanta-
tve of a lnrge dlamond fmporting house. | Pinkerton on the street next day and | driving the thieves
i He hgd & babit, while taking bis American | told him about 1f. He snswered: ‘“Why, | signment was dellvered sufely in Cape
his valisa
containing & !arge number of set and un-
set dlamonde, which he displayed to pros-

amonniing to nearly

Boston detectives
followsd them to New Yurk
had friends in the |m

» milllon dollars

pollce inguiries,
suthorities from

sablsd to r.ns-
lsnd, Cochran ercaped to Cnpada, and the |
looters mnd the
glary then was

He had plesty of money from the very
heginning of his career,
him the naturxl ficanclier of many erock-
ed operations, nnd befope long he was at
Lhe head of a bank burgiary’ combinatioa,
Boon he furniehed mot only the maney,
but glso the hmins, and after & few years
be was recognized throughout the crimina)

This soon made
exlraditable of-

Cochran bought a fine stock farm near |’
Coburg, Ontario, end lived like a country |“pective pu:rh:\-rrl.
a yeur sfterwand, ;

r v e’ ined to make
had studied | The “Buffalo Boys" brought a meeting | maines e
on an occasion when the cus- | About and goon the gamblers were at It The assistint pos
Mmer hn-l rzked to have 2 cheak cashed, { ok ot
t to his pative town | Raymond suctesafully held his entire at- ;| FiOCme Deing o (ure Qim on. : - 3
l) A during which Jo- /! Win. He got sbout 6. Jmst as the | several months that he

unlversally lamen:

in the profession, sod criminals soughbt
| himp out as ordinary perszons ssek out s

great lawyer when they want advice
Yhe Eeen Toslght.

it wes pow that Werth began to dis-
play the wonderful knowledge of human
neture which made hie career so danger-
sus to the world. Criminals came to him
| by the dozens (o eanlist his ald In thelr
i Most of them wars
had never seen before
thero were among them all varieties of
men—stupld, trescherous, cowardly and
daring. Worth never mads a mistake {n
bin muen. These whom ke Irusied
wiys) justified his falth,
trust never got an oppcﬂur.lly to

tention for a moment, o ” o

y : 1em |
waa | #eph Rellly, alias Joo Eifliott, successfully | shurpers prepared to turn e  tables, | B0 3 s
! Temnovid tH bag and substituted an exsct | Worth arose with a luugh and told them keys long emough to ma

with hiy wile,

burning bhls pocketn dreadfully,
get rid of the ever-present paln he de- | lmitation

ui brilllant method aof
town of Tipperury out |

vised the simple
taking the entire

All Paris was excited over this hig rob-
Yet although Worth knew that the | Instend of throwing W away. Dut gen-
on Epress. This was 4 great success, and | pollee ‘'were trying thelr best to conneet | erilly he threw It away, | p
him with the decd, he not only faced them | In 18 Waorth decided to add a forgery

dully without finehing, but actually beld | branch to his “business.” He Imported
on to the place

soon he found It necessiry
America o get more moncy In the same
» g0t 20 yeary In prl.mr
inatend, Ha I8 living still, an old man,
and the Pinkertops n)

o8 thsy f!al sure Lhat the man could |
about the return of the portealt, |
it was folr to assume that the A:.-.e-a.l.
o go ot the prisoner'y |
ha.ll bond. He couid fice the country at |
the ploture would bs returped !
as poon as he was safé from British law, |
that the unlquol
rchomoe would have ended as planned hud |
It had not been for & happe
pected a5 It was welcome {o the gung. |
With money furnished by Worth the prie-
oner bad retained Mr. Besley,
bemt solicitors in London then,
Judge on the English bench
erad that there had been o vigal 19““:u||-l]|
error in the extrad
court snnpunced tlu:' t couid not

broken health,
that he has regormed

: “Benatifal Kitty Wells."
Wofth, op arriving
sumed the pame of Henry J.
the noted editor of Lthe New York ‘hm—&
Bullard took the name of Wells.
became Infetuszted with a
known as Kittie,
married her. Ehe became famous In Eng-
land. Feance and America as the ¢
" after Bullard and =he !

arresfed and
yiars for the Hoylston Bank robbery. e | been mentioned In connection with the
eacaped and wan arresied in Canada for | Gainsborough story. They forgefd let-
| robbing a jeweler’s window, i

v | relepss he llved fo
and died miserably. 1

Finnl Romance of Kitty Wells. l lsarned that the entire gang had been

couid be forced

After his
Those whom he a while in poverty
Is, Bitle doubt

ning s usex- .nﬂu-tmu that he ntulmd over
. Is shown by
lbat nope of them ever brok
| great rule thatl be hod laid down for thele
| guldance when they "worked™” with
It was that never. under any conditions
except absolutely to save their own lves,
should they use firrarmma. The result was
ihat Worth was eagerly sought as a com-
io by the most noted criminals, who |
that he worked with his nperve |
tasteal of with clamsy |
tireat Borylston Dank Robbery.
ay a *mnll, dark, elegunt gent!
into the offige of & Buston citizen }Lts
v\h.- hud & store property npear the corner
intom and Whashington streets tp | In diamonds had vanished over night
Worth then went on calmiy ¢
laughing at the police,
cesded to Parls, where he becume
iand's partner in the Orst American bar

But there ls a wonderful romanrce in the
lfe of this family that is known to a few
In this country.
beautiful Kitty Wells,

after Bul- ; with unlimited money and equally unlim-
lard’s conviction for the Boston effair, got | ited effrontery and pluck, he suceeoderd
a dfvoroe and married one of the wonith-
lest men in the

Hiul Kitty Wells
began to live high
1 Nothing was Yoo good
On papers, and * country—one whoase name |
was mentioned aimost daily In the papers.
Ehe nml a dnuwtsur by Bullard and two
hushband. He
and In his will he
Teft his money to his two daughters, and

. llld not waste time In loufing in ]
" a large pawnshop |
1’3 L';'.'t‘rpm]i nlmrct as !K‘ﬂr. a& he landed,

unty ntw proccvdlnn could ‘.N: mm_-n it
Is noodiess to say that he jeft England as
fust & treln apd snlp could ke hlm.

A White Elephaut.
Thus the Guinsborough did url-.lnne be- |
| come a while

o .-'H nr4 a:u
| D*\wnbrokrt off his guard lomg enough to 4

in wax of the
Bonn I!lcn:!!l-r Liv
verpool pawnbrokors
!buckgd to awaken

eman | u-&r'.‘ Keyn,

Immediately
Her ahare iIn |
o the mother

particularly were |
| thesestate then passed
Then Kitty died and all the money revert- | Roa
the remuining diughter by the see- ! man weas living

Last yesr this daughter ¥ The jnll dellvery and
and now the child of Plano | had taken all the ready m
Charley, the bank burglar, is the helress | Worth had just then, and for

win, the mrd' The papsrs were sgon

withiz a few dayr the windows of the
were filled, with bottles of a new
otent bitters amnounced in eloguent

and later on pro- | ond marrage

I.bry nf'uu. h'u.
visit to the gallery, that he had even | even barder than they @id, had 1t not beeg | ana ¢

band lay quiet until Becker managed to
l ralss $I2500 on a forged check With that
sum to finance the operations, it was not
lohg before the gang was  rolling In
maor again, and Europe was aghast at
| the swindles that eame fast and furlous
Ilt was then that the arrest of an accom-
| plice in Paris caused the robbery of the

Galnsborouxh,

l About this time the London palice he-
| gan to despalr of ever finding any ovi-
| dence againet Warth that would hold
} water, and they fell back on the expedi-
| ent of stationing a policeman in unlform
in front of his house and watching and
reporfing every cne who entered. Worth
only laughed at it Scores of his friends
merely consideread him a much maligned
man, and the t care. So he
lived much the same as befope.

Period r. In the helght of the fash-
ionable me IEHL the Shamrock, shining
with pollahed brasses and varaish, and say
with awnings and flags, would sleam
proudly into this or that hﬂ' in the Med-
{terrancan. Musie and Alnners that be-
cames famous and receptions of magnif-
cence mada the ship o welcoma visttor.
And for years no one dreame hat her ar-
rival cogid be connected w mysterlous
robberies that occurred In houses of
those who had been the sts of the
BEhamrock and had, in turn, been the own-
er's hosts nshore,

The Riveria, Monte Carlo, Naples, Ge-
nod, Trieste, Venles and many other ports
deplared qQueer losses of large amounts.
‘limeg the Shamrocrk was in port
the thefta were perpetrated. Some-
she happened to have left just be-

Sometimes Rer owner was the

of the bed victim. other ooch-
the victim wes a guest “1 oard the

ht while tha robbers were visiting hia
home,

But the Bhamrock and her owner never
actively engaged In n
. The Bhamrock was
*:n.: ship. Her owner was o
hie favorite vocatlon as
work. Havisg “found" un
he would lay h!s plans,
schedule of operations and 1 Iu;i:.:n
eome of his International staff of ¢rooka
to do the work,

During -ail this timoe his family lved in
America, totally ignorant of the real facts
in Worth's career, and belleved him to be
¥ a sporting man. Devoted as wWas
to them, he took the risk pg and
gain of crossing to thig side of the water
it them. As gn lii ti mnot on Jy
.* his nerve, but his keen b '
. ﬂ"‘“ Worh a5 H.u“ we will mentlon one of those trips w
b‘g“ﬁ’i.d’mﬂ"‘ IU’") be crossed on the steamship Ladlann
ﬂhmeu mly fim There prened o be only a few cabin

possongers, and one of them was 3 sen-

H'& bfg man who was on his way to Piijiadelphia
to laka the captalncy of one of ¢ tenm-
e¢rs of the same line. A heavy = CAmn
ip, and the captain and all the <

to gne of the richest estates on this con- | ¢ ship were disabled by terr

tinent.
J\'IH his successful coups In Parls,
Worth ‘rﬂn\'v% to London, whire be be-
#nn his Bplendid career as 1 sporing gen
tleman. Hp rented beautifully furnishe
spartments in No. 108 Plcadilly. The a«
ciety In his rooms was of the most varl
character. Bpertsmen who knew him «
R a sportsman thronged his rooms «
pight. Thes blgzest (hlaves wnd bla

upan the saflor pass
‘ the ship A'lr.' Droy
port.
Worth promplly
s man with wi
p¢ agalnst the company
the clalm on
t wam abou
« matter

i i ns (111
legs of Americy and Kurspe would be his | H""' od with
guesis in another, On he was

Worth's marvelous [mmunity from ar- | gue

IMm mn

resi had by this time made him the ewelry whieh

of the criminal world. They besought him | . } srooks in F
for advice and Instrection. He got the | b o mor ppened that
Hon's share of the spolis, They made him | o 0 b oa n entere

their agent, He Became the bigiest re- |y, oo hadiise Sdnd b6 -
eeiver of siolen goods ever known. He | poe uo he n;\-q a l:-r—n nger
gvprn::ltd an aciual clearing-llouss of on ENA mun Jeft t.:“ stanmer

w trearch 1 tonk The
During the 10 years while Worth was ; ‘,‘..{,,-:L_.,.-_,._

Americans | most demaoralized by a steady succes 8| Worth Into \
: ' mmugElin owr ; Vor has -

and Worth (Ray- | 0né &0 well dope thut not a clew was ever | (0 5F0 O, SO0E Y
baon r:-mrnnb:m of| o0 he found. Mail tralns all over the snd, ecting his m hod placed

beautifyl, | UVontinent and throughout the t vater part of

firchback of the st
wad lils Innpeoence of 3
and succeeded In tracing tne
car on which he left the jewelrs
he antered It In
where It wazx stored. regained
monils and safely smuggled them Into the
Unitedl States.

On that trip onm the steamer Intiana,
he brought with him the Gal

porirait In ‘:p :'.1:.*'- bottam

e and | Steamships plying between Calals

ved at thelr destination with s
of eours. T

averod

on

in mien, | the looted

0 manifoid wero the

Boon be gdent la the sears bhetween
I of many membors was at
that that band hs one head,

to New Y-uril. ml a -prcl-- l unk maida
for itn safe keeplng and protection, wh
was first p 1 In storage I.'I. a Ware-
| ¥Master Criminal and Spendthrift. house in Brooklyn, afterwards Iln New
But that was York, and later In Boston, where It re-
malned until its recovery.
His §1,000,000 Dinmond Trick.
uring the “80s, to divert the suspleien
ags him In England, he made a trip
to Eouth Africa. In Cape Town Worth
b be entertslned ke & | was (ncited by the bringing of dinmonds
In the rough from the De [ 1"
er mines, and commenced to
bery, He learned that the
an¥- | hrought by a3 special
: used to Mp | armed Boer guard, to C
a penny one hund; s o oss sateh an outgoling
In those !‘||1 . Money was ¢ to him He and Charley
steadlly from aill corners of 2k, decided that the
every blackleg In Europe wns hod would be an
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