ETHICAL TALKS BY GLERGY AND THE LAITY

*

THE BLESSINGS OF GOOD HUMOR-

BY PROFESSOR CAMILLE MELINAUD

A

E all know from our own experi-

ence what good humaor means, and

we also know, at jeast from ob-
servation of others. what bad humor is.

Certaln mornings we rise, happy, con-
tented with life, confident in purseives, in
the future, with smiling lips and sparkling
eyes, full of Ideas and energy—that Is good
tumor.

Then, pther mornings we wake up from
an unpleasant dream, feeling distressed,
unsatisfied with everything and evershody,
comtradictory, misanthropic, egotistic,
restiess and cervous—that s bad homor,

Both are accidental variationy of our
charncter. The chamcter is the viver In
its usual course, the humor is the lttle
ripples, the raplds, the dark shadows on
the sunlit spots which constantly change
the apprarance of the surface,

it would be hard td exanggerate the im-
portance of good humor; it is one of the
greatest blessings of life.

1 gt 1ot even rald to say that good
Lumor Lrings su &, happiness and luck,

Have you never perceived that on the |

days when you happen to he In very good
humor all chanees seem to be In your fa-
vor? On these days you suocesd in every.
thing, everything looks smiling, and every-
body is plessant. You have luck in every-
thing, your wishes are fulfilled, and the

moet complicated affairs run smooth, as if |

by magic. Every one you meet has only
plessant thiogs to tell you. Letters that
you are jooking for arrive, contalning just
what you want.

Another hiessing comes from good hu-
mor; all sorts of Inspirations come to you
in that comdition; there is no stimulant
that ts so powerful to clear up the mind
And produce Dew ifeas as good humor,

You will certalnly also have notlced that
when you are In bad humor, or, as we nlgo
call it, out of humor, you will blunder and
make mistakes in everything you under-
take. Your enc(gy and will power 18 halt
paralyzed, your mind Jdull, and you act
with less. precision, speed and accuracy.
Your nncm.nndln; rlcrw, rnu mlmnder-

stand people who speak to you, get irrl. .
tatsd and lose your temper, If you have |
to say something yourself you stammer |
and blunder, you are unable to find the |
proper words and “the proper tone, and if
you unfortunately have to make a speech
you are sure to make a fool of yourseil
This is bad humor, the most unpleasnnt
and wnbearable condition of the mynd.
Good humor will make you better moral
1y. will make you feel charitabié and
friendly to everybody, while bad humor
will have jaust the opposite effect. It will |

| make you stubborn and spiteful and make |

you o things even if you feel thst you |
onght not to do them at all

Bpitefulness is a special form of bad hu-
mor that most of us, and certainly ail wo-
men, know; 1t is a pecullar desire to say
fust the opposite of what you mean, 4o
just the opposite of what you really wnt1
to do. You wish to turn right, but no— |
you must necessarily may: T will tum
Jeft.” You are dying to ke a walk or to
be good and tender, but with alil ynur|
energy you struggle against yourself and
your good feslings; you will not give In. |
Spitefuiness s a sickiy form of mind; it
i* bad humor in its most acute and un-
pleasant form.

When you are {n good humor, an the |
contrary, you will glve up all solfish 1dess,
vou will grow better morally. you will be
filled with Intentions to do good, you will |
be all Jove, all charity,

And thess are not all the blessings that
flow from good hGmor.

Good humor is very catching, very con-
taglous, you might say, and this, 1 think,
i= the greatest of all Itz blessings,

When we ere in good humor we have the |
power to make n‘rnhod) else feel lighter |
and hlpukr.

As a radiator sends out beat, o we aem!
out happiness in ail directions, and the
good Influence is especially feit in our owm
house, in our owpn famlly.

In & family, all faces look sober and mel.
ancholy If the father or mother i out of
humnr , & wrlgm seems L0 Fest on every

one’s chest, the words are few and oniy
spoken half loud. even the bables are suf-
fering under and fee] the cloud on the
family happilness. The very ‘slr scems
beavy and stifling,

And as it is in the family, It is to a
smaller extent outslde, the effect is the
same, even If not so clearly felt

It in, therefore, our simple duty to our-
selves and others always to be In good
humor, or at least try to be, and the of-
temier you try the easler you will find it

To those who imaglne that it {s impos-
&ible 10 be in good spirits all the time, 1
snall give a little advice, o few prescrip-
tions, that may be of some help to them.

The first prescgiption, which may not be
eany to follow under sll cireumstances,
but that is none the less very Important,
s this: *“Tu be In good humor be In good
health,** g

it 1s really too bad that this presceip-
tion Is not always practical, for it is al-
most absolutely necesanry,

Think of days when you have felt young
and strong, when every part of your or-
ganism worked to perfection, and syou
will find that on those daya you have al-
ways been in excellent humor. You may
have been sad, or you have had sorrow,
but you have never felt bitter.

Think of the efféct that A good, hearty |

| meal, eaten wlith good appetite, bas nnl

almost all of us. 1 am sure that you your- |
self know people with whom you find It
n good plan to do business fust after they
have enjoyed a good meal, while you will
alro know others whose humor Is a per-
fect barometer of thelr digestion or jndi-
gestion. Lack of sleep and rest will
maks us cranky oand feel out of humor,
becaune the body and the health crave
lhdr dues,

I therefore think that T gm Justified In !
saying that the first condition, the very |
foundation of good humor, I8 good,
heaith, snd we owe It to curselves and |
our surroundings to do evervthing to pre-
serve or build wp ourselves nnd take
every precaution not to ruln our health .

THE CRY OF EQUALITY

BY EMILE OLLIVER, MEMBER OF THE FRENCH ACADEMY

DO not think that there is & more un-
I Jum ery ralsed iIn modern soclety and
moderg polltics than the ery for equal-
1y, and I do not think thers a 2 more
unreasonable or unjust demand than this,
Continually we hear these empty words
repeated by pollticlans, that all men are
created coqual, and that no man hes &
right to any special privilege, while the
fact Js that you may search nll ecreation.
all the infinlte universe, and you will not
find egunlity In nll natun
there ks no such thing ar equality.

Run ovar the filrmament, look
&t the thousands of suns dnd stars whose
mys reach our poor little planet, and
you will not find any two of them exactly

, allke,

Stoop down end pick up two biades of
grass, and you will find they are never
allke. Look over all the mountains in the
world, and again you will see that it is
impossible to find two peaks of the sAme
sizs and shape; you wil fnd no two
rivers, no two plains any more allke than
the peaks of the mountains or the blades
of grans.

And this everchanging variety In nature
and In our surroundings produces the
most beagtiful and harmoniove efects,
while, 1f we had resembinnce snd repeti-
tion everywhere, the whole world would
be a desert of monotony.

Look at the animale. What resemblance
is there between the splendid, slender,
eleguntly formed, spirited horse that wins
the “Grand Prix"” and the clumsy, pa-
tient animal that you see in front of &
heavy truck?

Are there any two birds that bave the
sume motion, the samme fOlght? DI you
ever find two human beings that were ¢x-

anywhere.

vour eya

1

actly allke in helght,
and chuorscter?

What resemblance is there, In man him-
sclf, between the eye that redches objects
far away from him and the brain that re-
ceives and cinssifles the images thrown on
the retina of the eye?

Could yon think of comparing the braln
that is the s¢at of our Intelligence and
foellng with the heavy and clumsy~foot
that carries the welght of our whole body
a# an humble slave?

Look at our own human (nstitutions,
Do you find equality anywhera? Look at
our prisons; 40 you mot think that part
of their efficlency rests on the !m—quml-|
tics that they permit? Ypu will, for in-
stance, mee two Individuals that have been
rent to the penitentiary for the same ‘ot~ L
fense~both have commlitted theft under
very similar clrcumstances, but if they
belong to differeat clanses in moclety do |
we give them the same puniehment? Far
from I For an edocated and cultured
person whom may be necessity hae drives
to commit a crime A& few mobths In
prison is a much harder punishment than
for & rough tramp to spend several years,
well fed and well gheltered In the samse
prison.

For this reason there is a certain elos-
ticity !n our penal code; It fixes a maxi-
mum and e minimum penalty and allows
the inieiligence of the Judge to pronpounce
the sentence within these limits, and to
take Into considemation all extenuating
cireumstancss that may speak in favor of
an accusel |

In our own charncter, national and in- |
dividuanl, wa do not recognize or sirive for
equality, end | must smile every tioe I
heéar a eentence llke this: “The French-
mun does not guite understand what 19

welght, face, volce

s e —

! desstandl what real liberty means, but It

| Homor® Are we not alwnys inventing hew

| square?

equallp, sTue that we are fanatically
strugsling for the principle of equality.™
It is ecertalnly true that we do not un-

is equnily true that we are frantioally
opposed to the primnciple of equality.
What Is our constant thought? Ara we
nol always trying to obtain a privilege,
a favor, an opportunity that others do |
not have? Don't we show this In every-
thing? Are we not always trying to get
‘rm piis=es to theaters, to rallroads; are
we not always reaching out for a re-
strved seat; 19 It not our highest ambition
to get a decoration: a title, an office, not
s0 much for the intrinsic value of the
thing, as bechiuse we want to dutinguish
ourselves and fatter our vanity? How
many tears of Joy have not been shed In &
family when one of {ts members has been
decorated with the cross of the Legion of

————————

medals, new diplomas for one thing or an-
other? Who would not llke to sce a
swatue of Himsel! mised n 2 publie

How aoften do we not hear this phrase:
“The highest honor at:ainable, the high-
est decomation in iife, is citizenship lnl
this glorious Republic*? |

How emply theme words are when we
prostrate ourselves ot the vislt of every
foreign potentate, when we travel hun-
dretde of miles and spend thousands of
franes to attend o coronation and catch
a mere glimpse of royalty that we pretend
o ridicule and despise.

There may be pecple who think that
some day we shall have more eguality,
less difference between rich and poor, but
who are the ones who wil|l brisg about this
equallty? Certalnly. not the Soclallsts,
Look to the bottom of their programme
nnd 8d you w!.l new 1 .M it s not pmpriotur-

My d prescription is based on
observation that our good humor
pends very much on the sympathy or
antipathy that we inspire in our sur-
roundings.

When we live among people whom we
know to love and respect us, we feel
pleased and good-natured. If any one
tells us that we have made a favorable
impression on somebody we Immedistely
feel benevolent and well-digposed. On
the other side, {f we have a quarrel with
a friend, if makes us feel nervous and
out of humor,

All thgough our life we hear of sym-
pathles and antipathies that we awaken
in others. and our humor is continually
Infiluenced by the reports of these Tesl-
Ings, and my advice {s therefore this:
“Try to be kind, lenlent and friendly to
every one, and you will find that you
will less often yourself be troubled with |
bad humor."

Another very important factor ls order
and regularity in our life and our dess;
Order in everything brings good humor
disorder brings dissatiafaction.

I shall take & very simple example.
Have you ever noticed that you felt in
good humor when you had just put all
your books, your bric-a-brae, your furni-
ture in their right places?

On the other side, when you sda dust

|

and papers plled up on your desk, when |

Fou see one week
while you sre unable to put things Into
shape, have you not felt that this state
of affalen was getting more and more
unbearable every dey?

T am sure we all know thesge feellngs,
and my third prescription to you Is this:
“Keep your things in order, your business

| in shape; be regular in your hablts; do

not leave a thing tll tomorrow If you
may do [t today.” Temorrow you may
have no chance, and If you find that you
have not your good humor will be gona.

My last advice, which 1 conslder the
most valuable and almost Infallible, 1= as
old as the world itself, but it will never
losa Its value, and no better will ever be
found. It Aita all persons, all clreum-
stances, and if you follow It It will lead
to the goal. It will give you happiness
and good humor, and It sounds thus: “To
be in good humor you must do your duty
under all circumstances.”

ship they want 1o abolish: they only want
to ellminate the proprietor and take his
place.

How well I remember somme words that
Thiers once sall to me:

“Socialism is very easily deflned. The
Bocialists reason In this manper: In IT8
the middle clusses took away the prop-
erty from the nobility, now the time has
come for the lower classes to take the
propérty from the bhourgeolsie.™

“But tell me,
“where does the bourgeoisle Pegln, and
where does It end? s not everybody
more or less bourgeols?™

“Mr. Thisrs," 1 replied, “vou have writ-

| ten & very fine history of the revolution.

but the true history will always be writ-
ten by those who are able to read and
explaln the only indisputable documents
of history—thé laws

“We have a =mall law, written by St
Just, that contains more Soclalism than
nll the teachings of Marx and George.
It says:

* ‘Article 3—A committes for the wel-
fare of the public shall declde who are
the arlstocrats and who are the patriota’

“If the Soclalists should really gucceed
in dividing all property equally, how long
would this equality last? The very next
day the lazy and viclous Individuals would
sell thelprbirthright for a mess of pottage
to the thrifty and energetic.”™

I therefore come to the conclusion that
all Institutions that are based on equallity
are pervert, false and unstable,

But, understand me well, thers are two
¥inds of !nequality, that of caste and
rank. which we had before the Revolution,
and witlch we must desiroy and kill wher-
ever we meet it; and that of ambition
and ability, that enables the most humble
citizen to reach the top rang of the szo-
clal lndder, which ennblea the tanner fto
become Presldent, the private soldler to
become a General, the laborer to become
tcnpluln of Industry; which gives us all

chance o say with Don Bancho, “Just
as Ged did, 1 bave created much from
nothing.”

THE MIGHTY POWER OF MUSIC

BY RIGHT REV. C. N. MATZ, BISHOP OF DENVER

HERE f» nothing given to us to en-
joy in this world that is ns beau-

I tify! a8 music: it & an echo of

Paradise, and 1f opr music is #o0 entranc-
ing, =0 powerful i fis effect on the hu-
man mind, what nhst be the music of
heaven?

A legend 1 have read somewhere will
serve to explaln this better than any
words of mine can do.

It & related In some ancient chronicle
that a plous monk after the recitation &t
the midnight nutine remained in the cholr
absorbed In meditation over thess words
of the Royal Prophet. which he had just

#ung: "“For a thousand years In Thy
sight, O, Lord! sre as yesterday which
is pust.”

The legend goes on to eay that he prayed
to God to give him to understanhd how
it was possible for one day om earth to

be compured to & thousand years (n
heaven,
Prescotly, o6 he wns absorbed in his

thought, he saw a littie Wrd In the cholr

on golfen wings beckoning him to come
out into the woods. Instinctively he fol-
Jowed it a shorl &lstance from the smon-
astery. There it perched upon the branch
of & tree and began to warble sweetly
for a short space of thoe, as he thought,
and disappeared.

The good monk, recoversd from DNia
ecstasy and went back to the monastery,
iftending to retire for the balunee of the
night. But, lo! everything about the
piace had undergone a mugic change, New
roads and avenues had been opened !n
the woods where he used to take his
meditative walks: he saw bulldings, which
be had never scen before, even the treem
under whoste shadows he had spent so
many plessant hours cantemplaung the
beauties of naturs were no longer the
eame. He could not believe hir owa eyes,
Was he dreaming, was he in falryland?

Yet, theres gtood the old monastery
with s massive walls Just as he left It
but an bour or so ago, There was
the oM convent church wherein he

was wont to sing the praises of God.
It's gothic tower and gray gablea cov-
ered with the mosa of ages were still as
be left them that very night. But when
be veached the monastery gate he found
it walled up and another gate opening
into the enclosure from the opposite stde.
He tried the door, it would not open and
A pull at the bell brought the porter to
the gate. He dld pot know the man, al-
though he had spent a, generation within |
these walls and felt confident he knew
every man in the bBouse.

He told his name, and while from the
habit he wore It was evident that he
beloniged to the order and snight have
been an lnmate of this liouse, nDo one
knew him nor bhad sanyole ever seen of
bheard of him within these precincts. The
abbot was summonsd, but he also was a
stranger, unknown to him as all the rest

He was led Into the community room and
anked to give an account of his lfe. He
related then to the assembdled comsmunity

how, in answer to his prayer the previous |

night, after the midnight matine, the
Httle bird had beckoned him Into the
woods, where for a short quarter of an
“aur he listebed to 118 rapturons song. He
gave the name of the abbot and the monks
with whom he had lived

Reference to the chronlcles of the mon-
astery under the abbot named revealed
the foct that X0 years before & mon an-
swering the name and description he bore
has disappeared after the chanting of
the offiee, and had never been heard frém.

1 have given the iegend as near ns [
recall It to mind. For aught we know,
resting upon the words of the Royal
Prophet, It might have been a fact. As
it is, It furnishes us a most beautiful 1l-
lustration of music’'s entrancing power.
We all know by personal experience how

time does speed Imperceptibly by us dur- '

ing the Neeting hours of pleasure,

If the music of earth in this land of
exile where, like the Children of Israel
sitting by the rivers of Babyilon, our
harps sf mute with sorrew, and the ac-
cents of joy are but too aften drowned
In the flood of despalr; If even here In
this valley of tears the musie of our exils
can conjure our tears amd cnst us into
ecstasies of delight, what must the music
of heaven be!

ENVIABLE POSITION OF THE UNITED STATES

BY MRS, JOHN A. LOGAN

COUNTRY on the globe has
achleved =0 much in & lttle more
than a century as has the United

Btates. Dscourngement, debt and the
covetousness of all other nations charmeo-
terized the conditions under which the
founders of this Republic started out to
establish a free government by the people
endl for the people.

Prognostications of fallure and the fate
that had attended other attempts at the
establishment of republics were rife ail
over the world. In fact, there wern fore-
bodings among our own people until after
the clome of our great Civil War, lest the
question of self-government was destined
to be & fallure wherever undertaken. The
tssues of that war and the eradication of
the ope dangerqus element of half slave
and half free that had for half of the ex-
fmaence of the Usnlon threatened dlssolu-
tion. demonstrates the JAndissolubliity of
the Unlon of the States, and the principle
underlying Its free government was 2
sure gFuarantes of Its perpetulty.

From the adoption of the Constitution

to the establishment of the Bouthern Con-
federncy there were, from tme to time,
attempts from without and within to de-
stroy the Republic. In all cases tho wis-
dom of our statesmen and the patrfotism
of & majority of our citizsena succeeded In
defending and preserving our unity and
Nationa! integrity. The progress of our
people on all lines of clivilization and
Christiunity has astoninhed the world, and
ms if In fulfilment of the bellel of many
that we are the chosen people of the Most
High, discoveries have been made that
prove that on the surface and In tha
depths of the earth of this continent are
resources far surpassing ln richness those
of any-other territory on the globe,

Every enterprise for the development
of these resources has prospered beyond
a8ll expectations.

Before the Civil War the gold and siiver
mines of the West had became a guaran-
tes for the expenditure of the milllonn
necessary to put down rebellion. Belore
the Bpanish-American War, that necessi.

taled pot only the expenditure of mlilions

to a¥dl a struggling people in throwing off
the yoke of oppression, addittonal discov-
erles added to our wealth and resources,
enabling us not only to bear the burdena
of war, but at the same time to furnish
& destitute peopls of the far-away islands
of the sea with the necessities and many
of the luxuries of lfe, and to transport
not only those required for our Army,
but abundance for the population Inhab-
1Ung them.

XNo such record for humanitarianism has
fver' been made by any nation, and
though we pald dearly by the sacrifice of
our bravest and best, In our Interferance
In Chins to settle the imbroglle ia which
many other nations were Involved—power-
ful Russla among the number—we have
the proud satstaction of koowing th-t.
wo rescusd our own imperiled representa-
tives and brought about a peaceful solu-
tion for the prepent, at least, of the im-
minent questions that threatened a bloody
carnage unparaileied in history, and won
for hol respect that
will make us potent In the future In pre-

venting any avaricious nation from In-
Moting injustice and robbery upon an-
other—a position that could only have
been won by superior skill, intelligence
and diplomacy, backed by the highest
principles of right and Justice.

We have evidence continually of Jeal-
ousy of great powers for our favor, and
a complete reversal of the fMnaneial in-
dependence of nations, the Unlted States
being second to none in the guotations

Weo have established the best standard
of magnanimity and humanity of all o=
tions, all others following the pncedentl
we Inaugurated In the Rebelllon of 1851
In dealing with thelr vanquished foe or
rebellious subjects. To malntain this ex-
alted place should bBe the ambition of
every American citizen, and the constant
care of all in authority! A slight mistakas
In the wisdom of our Ators, execu-
tive and diplomatic representatives, might
dislodge us from the position of arbitra-
tor In national and international affalra
or force us to engage In-a fearful war to
sustaln our supremacy. WIl we be a»
wise in retaining as In achleving thia en-
viabie position?

Beriin's watchfut h-‘.il.h awthorities have s
wmed & w 4 foed drinks in 8
weather as beinz Infurious to hesith. People
are warned pot to drink beverages thet are
calder than 50 degrees Fahrenhell.

paas after another

|
now,” sald Mr. Thiers,

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE

BY ELIZABETH CADY STANTON

.

HEN man suffers from false legls-
W intion, he has the remedy In his

own hands, but an humbie petl-
tloni, protest or pﬂrer Is all that woman
can clalm.

The contraot of uurrlan is by no means
equal, From Coke down to Kent who can
cite one law under the marriage contract
where woman has the advantage? The
law permits the gir] to marry at 12 yeurs
of age, while it requires several years
more of experience on the part of the
boy.

In entering thls compact the man gives
up nothing that he before possessed; he is
a man still, while the legal existence af
woman is suspended during marriage, and
s known but in and through the husband

Blackstone says: “The husband and wife
are one, and that one is the husband.™
Kent says: ““The legal effects of marriage
are generally deducible from the principla
as common Jaw, by which the husband and
wife are regarded as one person, and her
legal existence and auothority lost or sus.
pended during the contlnuance of the mat-
rimonial union." *

The wife s régnrded by all legnl author.
fes ns a “femme covert” placed wholly
“sub potestate virl™

Woman, as woman., has nothing to ask
of our legisintors but the right of saffrage.
It s only in marriage that she must de-
mand her rights to person, children, prop-
erty, wages, lfe, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness. All thé specinl statutes of
which we complain—all the barbarities of
tha law—fall on her as wife and mother.

We have not yet outlived the old feuda)
idea, the right of property in woman, The
tésm marriage expresses the nature of the
relation In which map alone is recognized.
It comes from the Latin “magis,’”" hushand,
hence, a8 you look through the statutes
and old common law you find coestant
mention of “marital rights.™

Here and there, through the endicss lab-
yrinth of suthorities, you will be refreshed
with a bit of benevolence for the wife in
the form of “'protection.”” You never hear

of the propartiy.
If the wile be the gullty party,
out of the partnership penniless,
In New York and some other states the

for a divoree !n her own name, and the
costs come out of the husband's estate,

| compelled to sue In the name of another,
| as she has no means of paylng costs, even
though she may bave brought thousands
Into the partnership.

| The Inws are all the opintons of men,
| and on these are the hundreds of women

depending who this hour demand in our |

courts a release from burdensome
traots,

con-

Are not young women, from our frst
families, dragged into our pubilc courts—
into assemblles of men exclusively? The
Judges all men, the jurors all men?

No troe woman (s there to shield them,
by her presence, from gross and !mpertl-
nent questionings,
| tunes, or to protest against thelr wrongs.
J. The administration of justice depends far
| more on the opinlons of eminent jurists

than on law alone, for law 1= powerless

when at variance with public sentiment.
For years thers has heen before the Leg-
islatures of the different states & variety
of bills asking for divorce In
drunkenness, insanity, desertion and cruel

! and brutal treatment, endangering life.

My attention was called to this question
very early in life, by the sufferings of a
friend of my girthood—a vietim of one of
thoue unfortunate unlons called marriage,

What my great love for that young girl,
and my
tight has not been changed by years of
experience, obaervation and rensom.

I have pondered well these things In my
heart, and ever felt the deepest Intereat
in all that has been written and sadd on
this subject and the most profound respect
for those herole woamen, who, in the fuce
of law and publle sentiment, have dared
to -sunder the unholy thes of a joyless,

gullty party, he still retalns a greater part |

she goes |
wife of the guilty husband can now sue '

but In a majority of the states she s still |

to pity thelr misfor- |

cases of |

holy intultioes then decided to be |

and privileges of all other coniraeis

A contract to be valld in law must be
formed between parties of mature nge,
with an honest intention in said parties
to do what they agree. The least conceal-
ment, frand or Intention to deceive, If
|vruwd. annuls the contract,

A boy cannot contract for an acre of
Isnd or a horse unt!l! he is 21, but he
may contrmact for a wife at 14w

If & man sell a horse, and the purchas-
er find In him “great i{ncompatibility of
temper”—a disposttion to “ll‘u'l still, when
the owner e in haste o%go—the =ale s
null and vold, the man and his horse part
COMPALY.

| But In marringe. no matter how much
| fraud and deception are practiced, nor
how cruelly one or both parties have been
misled: no muatter how young or Inexpert-
| emced or thoughtless the parties; nor how
uneguinl thelr position In life, the contract
ennnot be annulled,

Think of a husband telllng & young and

trusting girl, but one short month his
wife, that he married her for ner money,
that those letters, so precious fo her that
| she hod read and re-read and kissed and
|r‘h'rl!.".1-1.. were wrilten by snother, that
thelr splendid home. of which, on thefr
! wedding day, her father gave to him the
| deed, ia already in the hands of creditors,
that zhe must give up the elégunce and

Juxury that now surround her, unless she
ca=n draw {resh ¢5 of money 1o meet
thelr wants

suppll

When she told the story of her wrongs

to me—the nbuse to which she was sub-
ject, and the dread In which she lved,
I Impulstvely urged ber to fly from asuch
a monster and villaln, as she w d befors

the hot breath of n fervclous beast of the

! wilderness, and she did and it was
1writ with her.

L

y Many times since. as I have felt her
1lhrohhim: heart agninst my own, she has
!

“Oh, love
your words

have

smld: but for your

pathy, of
should never
bmndage; before 1 couid, of ms

found the cournge

)

escapc
yueif. have
to break :}.l yea chaln

I
1
|
of "uxorianl rights,” but always of the 1 loveless unlon, | N
vwidow's dower" the “widow's Imeum-| If marriage }s 3 human institution, | @Y Beart would have broken in the
brance,” and the “wife’s alimony." ahout which man may legisinte, It seems fort.”™
The laws on ditorce are quité as unequal | but just that he should treat this dranch Years have passed since then, but PPENY,
as those on marrigge; yes, far more so. | of his jegialation with the same common | :,n,:-n;"!fh ET!‘:\ h::n-—}l.f‘-li)‘_m M.{:r.:;] t‘ir:t :1“;
The udvantages seem to be all on one | sense that he appiles to all others. (S Battve “]_‘,f",'_ v -';KI'»!? and thal 1 ‘l'z
side, the penalties on the other. If it is a mere legal contract, then ! juked, should advise any woman in simi-
in case of dnorco lf Uu_ hu:bnnd lJ-" tho it whoul l. be subject 1*1 the rt-atr\l- ts lur clrcumetances to do the \Same,
BY AN EXPERIENCED NURSE
i
"CUSTOM. thoughtfully ecarrfed tlent's younger sister entered the room always on the watch for bargaine In
out, affords’ greater pleasure than | Learing an immense box from a fashlon- I wicker work. It Is her one hobby, and
sendicg fowern to the sick, yet its able florist. The Invalld glancad lnguld- | a most unsclfish one, too.
possibilities are rarely developed. The | Iy 2t the Iatest accesalon and closed bher A more lasting pleasure s afforded by
shopper who hurries Into a florist's, tosses exes again. She recognized ‘thn brand, ‘ piants of a size which can be e
out a card and orders a dozen roses or | Spparently. Suddenly she was roused by | moved amd cared for
twice &s many carnations sent to a sick | & titter from her sister: I| Festhery fetns in n
friend. goes on her way rejolcing in the “Well, this does look Just Hke Mra ! sign are refreshing to
sense of a duty prompily and well per- Smythe, In her vuigar anxiety to make | Common wood vielets bear traonsplanting
formed. In reality her flowers, like a for- | ® blg showing she has Sowers from every | o the aslek rvom. and, If well watered,
mal call, will lack personality, bespiak a | Plant that grows!™ 'wtu live and bloom many days. A pot of
merely perfunctory courtesy and give the The Invalld opened ber eyes and | small Engilsh dalsies or panstes, with In.
Invalld lttle or no pleasure beyond the reached pettishiy for the box. At sight | teiligent faces, make cheerful companions
thought of having heen remembered. of Its contents ahe amiled. Rosex of every | for the Invalld, A fern diahh fAlled with
On the othar hand, a lltile attention to bue, bright crimson carnations, and yel- | woodland plants once heiped to save a
the time and the season, or deference low tulips, modest marguerites and saucy | young woman's life. She had fallen Into
to the taste and fancy of the rectplent, | onemos and half & dozen varieties of ferns, | a dangerous condition of meianchoibn,
will double the value of the gift. Particu- | with a bunch of forget-me-nots snuggling | and woke each morning with a dall fixed
larly during convalescence will properiy | In one corper! Thess and more! bellef that she would not outitve the day,
pelected flowers afford moch entertain- “1 wonder If we have wases enough | Agalnst this a friend, qulte asccldentally,
ment. in the house. The Japanese are the only | but fortultousty, played a mass of grow-
Conventional hothouse fowers, such as | people who understand the arrangement Ing blood root, hepatica and ar
American beauties, and huge corsage bou- | of fowers. Ther never mix different Bath biood root and anemone ams
quets of violets, represent only a well- Rinds. 1 wnnt the coarss ferns and cos- | folded thelr petals at nlght and woke
filled purse, and thelr heavy scent ls not '_m'u In Grandmother Mitchell’s old soup with the pun The latter operation
alwnya desirable In the sick room. The | tureen. The combination will be so ar- | secwied particdlarly to divert the lnv g,
irvalld fa heartily tired of indgor 1life; | tistic. The high Bohemian vase In the | whase first waking thought was s r
therefure, select fNowers that euggest | butler's pantry will hoid the narcissus. the Nowers had bteen the eariler ri
meadows, cool shadows, woodland dim- | And, Jessie, you know that Tiffany bowl | Bhe sternly ordered the nurse thar undor

ness and purling streams. Pansles, wat
with dew or a simulation thereof from
a fine spray;
in thelr own
lone® garden fiowers, such as the spley,
single pioka your grandmother ralsed;
wall-fliowers and thelr faint, evanescent
perfume; small roses of the various cltmb®
Ing varleties; long sprays of honoysuckle—

all these are blossoms to cc»nJuEe with In.
strangely enough, are |

a sick room, and.
now to be szcured from florists in all
large citlea

Invallids with hosts of generous and
well-meaning {rlends have actually been
heard to rebel against the dally onslaught
of hothouse offerings. The daughter of
A milllonaire was once roused from
thoughta of the aches and palns incideng
to typhold fever by & woman who, In her
very lgnorance of so-called good form,
wrought hctlrr than = £he km.-w Tha ) pa-

Mles of the valley swathed |
sheathiiie leavea; old-fash- |

in the lbrary—"

| Weil, the upshot was that nurse and
sister were sent scurrying from room (o
room for corredt receptacles, and the box
of fowesrs condemnped 4y a oritieal elrcle
‘of relatives, provided dellghtful
talnment for the tired invalld

| Better, even, than thia, is to lay aside
| the florist’s box and pack the blossoms
In a mosa ar leaf-lined basket, In an
historle suburb of Phlladelphin Nves
| old lady whase tiny greenhouse sends al-
| most dally messages of cheer to the sick

enter-

She ralses single violets, old-fashioned
|Johnm Jump-Ups, mignonette, petunias,
phlex and their simple foral relatives,

whose qualnt beauty ls enbanced by the
manner in which they are sent forth.

Sometimes a low. flat tin !s flled with

mosa, Into whith the flowers sre stuck;
more often an oddly shaped basket s

cmplnw'l the duu- nurc mrx!em‘r th.nx

an |

ne circumstances were these o be re-
moved each nlght with the other flowers,
This wans the first step o drawing her ouk
of herselt,

On the other hand, flowers thoughtless-

Iy selected, sometimes have o most unex-
pected effect. A youmg woman who was
rallying from a serfous operstion, and
who was In & highly nervous condition,
| recelved a box of pure white roses and
carpations nestling In maiden-hair ferna.
| At sight of the well-meant, but il y

| offering, she Dbecame falrly hyst

| and declared that people e} 3

| her funeral flowers untll she wa

deml

And last, but not least, with your floas=

ers send] a charueteristic note, I It

1 s¢ribbled on the back of your
valide prize these mo:
clally i no visitors are

PO,

COURTESY THE FLOWER OF CIVILIZATION

BY HARRIET PRESCOTT SPOFFORD

HE man who, after a rude remark
I\ to a lady, begged her pardon, say-
tng ke had thought it was hig wife,

was of the kind very apt to be agrecable

when outdoors and d‘-aigrﬁnb}e when at
home, the man who mot only has never
profited by the old fable of the sun and
the north wind, who has falled to per-
celve that courtesy Is the fower of civ-

fization and the essence of Christianity, |

but who has never learned that in the
jong run it is a good paying Investment.
No man can hope to retaln his wife's ale
fection, if she js much of a woman, who
constantly offends her sense of propriety
and outrages her feelings by his rudeness
She looks witlf envy at the woman whose
husband lstens with the appegrance of
pleasantl interest when she speaks, sees
always that she s well served, taps on
her bedroom door befire he enters, by
his own deference obliges that of others;
and In the absence of courtesy, and Its
visible evidence of appreciation, she ends
by dethroning the demigod that. every
woman's husband s to her jn the begin-
ning, holing In his place an ldeal with
small resembiance o himself as the thing
she weuld have liked for the guarnlian of
her home, always a Uitle saddened by
realization of the Impossibility of its ac-
tual existence, und inevitably regarding
bher hushanbd from a plane of personal su-
periority,

A corresponding distegard for her best
happiness I8 shown by the woman who
allows herself to treat her husband with
#isrespect, who breaks in upon his re-
marks, directs upon him her ridicule,
points out his deficiencles, and complaina
of bim to others, That woman's hushand,
after o while, must feel a deadening of
sensibility so far as she ls concerned;

the may have a partner, she no longer has
And, meanwhile, ahe has lowered
| her own standard; for, after all, i s her
hushund; and If It is not Lrue thatl as the
husband s the wife |s,
wife talees her rank from and
him;
over, it is supposedly the most In the way
of husbands that she could attain,

Manners, sald Aristotle, are the lesser
| morals, and to one who searches thers |8
!.\ maral and & reason behind every prin-
| ciple of thelr code. The offender against
thelr code 1ls considered a boor because
he breaks down that which refines and
sweelens Wfe, and nowhere I8 this code
| 8 vital as in the Intimate relations of
| the married, where L stands forever in
the way of that rough famillarity which
breeds contempt.

There are  Individuals who have the
singular notion that attention to the min-
ute matters of politeness in general is o
confession of inferjority, and that as be-
tween husband and wife, it 1= & silly super-
fluity. A man s afrmid of being thought
uxorious; a wife s afraid seeming
afraid;: each thinks a certain carelassness,
& certaln roughness and brusqueness, e
dealrable method !n publle, leaving one
to Infer how much worse the want of
courtesy may be In private.

Why it should discredit & man to show,
so far as & suffclently gentle and deferen-
tial manner doesm It, that hla wife s of
more Jnportance to him than all the reat
of the world ls, or why a woman should
think hor acquaintances would estecm ber
less on sceing that she looks l'ap to her
hosband, regards him as the last and
greatest work of creation should be re-
garded—as they, every ooe of them, elther
regard thelr own. or wish :.r.es did—wil

| a lover.

! nevertheless the

through
and If he i= s0 poor a thing, more

of

| always be o mystery. For, In polnt of
| tact, the more elt asseris the other's
| dignity, gracefully ] maturally and as
without eoffort. the grester proportions
that dignity assumes, while really each s
wnored in honoring the other, and "“D
ts happler.
For the rest, the home where delicate

manners between the husband and wile
are neglectd !s almost always a sScene

of strife and vulgar bickering with parii-
san feeling. This child resents the care-
less or fllppant Indifference on shie;
that child resents the Gullying on the
other: and unfon and harmony become un-

oo

known quantitiss. But the home where a
fine courtesy prevalls, where the hushand
treats the wife as he would the first

Iady In the land, and compasses her with
sweet observances and sympathetic care,
where the wifo paver fails with the gen-
tle word, the answering smile, the fore-
woing thoughtfuiness the compeliing re-
spect, is a home where, {f love did nog
exist beforvhand, he would come and
muke hisn nest and abide continually.

Life's Mirvor.

There are loyal hearts, there ares spirits Brave,
Thers are sduls that are pare and true:

Then give to the world the best you have,
And the best wili come back 0 you.

Give love, and love 1o your Hie will flow,
A strength In your uitermost noed:

Have (nith, and a svore of hearts will show
Thelr faith In your word asd deed

Give truth, and your gift will be paid In kind,
And bonor will hopor meet;

And a samils that ls swest will surely fAnd
A smile that is Just as sweet,

For lifs i» the mirror of king and slave;
“Tis just what we are and do;
Then give to the world the best you have,
And the Lest will cums back o you.
=—alaleiine 8. Bridges

J




