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Decrease in Church Membership.

AND ETHICAL TALKS BU CLERGU. AND LAITY

Is Christianity Declining?

l\

This article I by Rer. Wiitam Eillott Grif-
fs. D D, pastor of the First Congregational
Chureh, of Ithaca, N. ¥., and well-known his-
torical snd religious writer:

R FREDERICK HARRISON, the
great Comtist, declsres that
Thristianity in this 230th century

is “discredited.™ His remark fllustrates
the absence of that seasy of humor =0
often noted In earnest mem, showing &
defeat where weo should Jook for bajance
and complete sanity. In all ages Chris-
tianity has been thoroughly “discredited™
by those who did mot aecept L
isod word need not confuse, when a plain
Angle-Saxon lerm makea the situation
Pplain,

Nevertheless, 4f all there is of Chris-
tianity be In chiurches, thelr adherents
have distinct cause for Jdumguist. If the
prosperity the religion of Jesus rosis
elther upon the number of charch
members or the mate of increase,
then the csuse of the founder shows
glgns of at jeast temporary weak-
hese. In the Church of Engiand,
though' the etatistica of the year
book have a rosy hue, they are upon
snalyels disappointing,. In the dJdecads |
past the number of confirmations In a
Year has fmilen, with some fluctustions,
from J4.T0 1o H&.78 and decrease duaring
tha Iant five years has been continuons
&nd rapld The e phenomena are ma:
in the Sundsy schoals, in the number of |

of

|

A Latin- |

|
|

baptimmne, and more strikingly in the fNeld
of total sbstinence. Compare these [ig-
ures, glotmy as they jook, with the in-
crease in population and the reasom for
| deep sesrchings of hesrt In England are
even more manifest,

American churches tell the mame story,
Analyging the material furnlahed by the
Unlted States census, we find that though
the Satstics of church membershlp look
very cheerful, the actual gein as compared
with the popuintion i very amail—not 2
per cent. The rolls swell, but the rate de-
creases, The number of pames glven In
individual church reporis is never the
mﬁumum, nor do these on the average
shiow close accuracy. If the names of
those dead abssnt or non-attendant, or
of the myriads whose letters of dinmission
still le in thelr trunks, were ernsed, thefe
would be s veritable Black Friday In
shrinkage. If anything seems certnln, It
is that not galn in church membership 19
small, while decreaps In its rate is cer-
taln, Whether ritualistic or with plaln
aervice, "orthodox” or "liberal™ of Dives
with soclal prestige, or of Lazarus ever
in comstant need of belp, the churches
tell the same story,

What is the reason for this state of af-
falrs? Is Christianity declining? Afe|
there discernible caumes of the lack of
growth In church membership; thst ia, of

numerical Christianity? Do we Hsten to
the doctors and experts? We ars |

ment.

cline of pulpit abllity, a lowering of per. | much the product of monastic. medineval

somailty in the cletgy, the poor quallty of
the music, the lack of artimtic resources,
the hldeous ugliness of the odifices, or the
mufiness of the alr In them; the viilsiny
of sextona, the stuplfity of church affi-
otre, are caumses Amsigned. The ordinary
Protestant church as to form and spirit is
alleged to be a survival, a viliage meeoting
houss in & great city. Furthermore, the
id=als of the preacher are non-strepuouns;
they appeal to the feminine rather than
o the mascullng mind and faste. Or, the
church is monopolized by the rich. The
warkingman can find no food for his soul
here. The peopie are cold and proud;
there = no soclal atmosphére nor win-
some persomality, ete., <tc., and 0 on to
the end of the chapter.

Neo reasonable mAn can deny the foree
of these and other criticlems. Preachers
nre no longer eminent as scholars—pyra-
mids of learning amid vast levels of Ilgnor.
ance. The bralns are now In the pews
The clergy are not the fdeal, but only
the nverags of educated men. For ability
in puipit and at altar, we must depend
upost what the fatbers and mothers of
ench generation can furnish, Yot even
now the people can make the pareon far
more than they imagine, and in gencral
the congregution can have very much tha
sort of minister It wants, Undoubtedly
music and art have in many communions

charmed or d&smayed by their disagree- ! a far larger part to play than in the past.

and scholastic ages, Inatead of the real
messages of the Mving Christ. Men of
today cannet lHve upon “cut siraw five
hundred years old.”
juley pasturage which bicoms perennially,
with every new Bpringtide, In the gospel
records. Themm is certalply a histus be-
tween the life of Jesus, the outdoor tench-
er, and his conumardments, direct, force-
ful, human, divine and the egciesiastical
verblage with which men are akiked to
feed thelr souls, It cannot e denled that
most of pur preaching satisfles women
more than men, The church seemn to be
& place for bonnets and fine dress, rather
than for thinkers and devout worshipers
Often from the pulpit there Is almost a
morbidly feminine outlook upon life. Re-
vivalism, which roots its success in emo-
tion, bas been the bane of popular re-
lgicn. The vast®majority of converts
thus made are women and girls, The ccop

of “"burnt out” or hardened fatherm, who |

talk before thelr children In a way that
Goex not breed respect for the churches,
is large. The clerical standard of conduct
seems negative rather than maniy. Re-
ligion s wmwoasured more by what a girl
will not, than what a boy may do. Henee
the maule goes where he is respected and
Invited—to the lodges, maloons, clubs and
athietle games. The Sunday school works
hand In hand with the church, and the
Meal of religious Ufe o rather a sweet

The decay “of preaching, the de- ) Wihout a doubl, also, theology Is too |

Thex long for the |

young girl who will mot do anything
rough. In general it ls the mother and
not the father who is ever lovely and of
good report. We may not wonder that
whera the German and Dutch are spoken
in our American thurches the men crowd
them, for here no such morbld ldea pre-
valle, That wealth and social ambition
dominate many churches keeping out the
wage-sumerx, cannot be denled. The
workingman has a notion that the chief
supporters of Protestant churchea are
dhose prominent In the corporations,
whicrh are soulless to a proverh. Perhape
all will ugree that the rapid and almost
unprecedented multipiication of° amuee-
menis,  the muliifarious atiraoctions and
lukuries which come in the wake of Na-
tional proasperity, and the phenomenal re-
vival of outdoor sports and recreations
have much to do with the decline of the
churches,

Yot, granting all the facts, there Is as
¥oit no sign of decay of the influence of
Jesus, nor of any real j¢ssening of the
inexhaustible fertility of Christianity,
What we see ls merely the tmnsit of
activities, a change of emphasis. Our
age makes It sppeal to life. It Is none
the less therefore religions. Falth is not
eredality. It '» vision of the eternal
reality. Never was the power of the
Founder more manifest than In our age.
We gee this In the spread of popular edu.
cation and in the noble standards of pub-
lic service set forth In our colleges and

universities, ang thelr “settlements™ and
“exteasions.” in the humanimation of law,

in the Incress=d sensitiveness to suffer- |

ing, Im the muitiplication of hospitals,
in the growth of an army of nurses,
prison reform, In soclal amelloration and
n the clarification of the ideas which
lie at the basls of human’ progreas. Our
trpe advance has heen not in mechanical
inventions, or in methods of communica-
tion and transit, but ia the leavening ot
a larger mass by the forces Inherent in
Christinnity. Ours la the 2ra of spirityal
expansion.
larger, or missionary activity both at
home or abroad, greater. Many who #ast

In |

Never was the army of falth |

profess to be actuated by the command- |

ments af Jesus are really dolng his work
It is not for the Master's disciples to
rebuke thoss who imftate the Christ,
though they are not in the civile of the
twelve, or even In the corparation.

In reality this is a religious age. Though
labels may be rewritten or transferred,
the trendl of things !s nearness to the
divine Founder, and this i3 Iscrcasingly
manifest—whether those to whom tradi-
tion i hallowed Hke It or not—by the
removal of many courses of Intermedlarics
between the man of today and the Son of
Man. To shose who see the reality of
things, there Is transformation, indeed,
but it Is of the tree, not of the cloud, that
i normal and beautiful evolution. Those
who rteallze that all true progress in
Christlanity conslsty In a deeper inalght

| the one hangd and those who are on fire

|

and closer apprehenslon of the original
tdeas of the Mester will not be cast dowsn,
but cheered. This much s that
when the church llves more Hke her
Master and goes fotth secking to save,
when ghe more clenrly apprehends the
truth which he lved before he taught it;
when she subatitutes the simplicity of
his teaching for the vast accumulations
which have been depositsd upon It when
she stands for righteonsness and for
righteousness only, there will be nothing
to mourn over, #ither In the phenomenon
or the leavening. There are not two
gospels, but one, Between thooe who
seek worldly culture and selfish galn on

cerialn,

for God In self-denial there will alwaye
be contention. Yet although renunciation
and sacrifice will ever form part of trus
religion, yet sell-culture and the wholes
ness of life are equal factors in the one
undivided scheme of ctermal evolution,
The church that has the widest outloolk,
and which most fully ministers to the
needs and service of the human soul will
never lack for members., Only as tha
good news of God ls made convineingly
ciear and the church becomes more lika
her eeeking, heallng and saving Founder,
ean the deellne In church membership,
both as to quality and quantity, be ars
rested. There Is no other patent medicins
or proscripilon of the faculty that can
henl her disease,

CHRIST'S GOLDEN RULE

By Rev. Percy Stickney Grant, D. D.

New York Herald
Thereforn ail ghingy whatseever yw ‘woupld
men shocld 4o 1o you, de ye even o 10
: Tor this s the jaw and the prophets.—

ithew WIS
m fused by confliciing theologles |

and denominational preten- |
slong that they find refreshing rellef from
thelr perplexities In the clear and beauti-
ful procept. 1t seema to them Christlanity
reduced to Jowest terms.

Outside the church there are men who
@o not acknowledge a divine authority in
any religlon, but neveriheless bellsve in
the Golden Rule as the essepce of unself-

AXNY Christian people are so con-

by

Ishnrss
vout, brave and cultvated Alexander Sev-
erus, had the Golden Ruie carved on hils
palnce wall

The Golden Rule is very old. Confuclus
‘was asked by the Chinese Emperor to

|

ic';r.;dm Rule. In the Vedns, too, we find

| spective races of Indin

Even a Roman emperor, the de-

state the sum of all his teaching. In re-
piy the ange formed a letter whick in the
Chinese ssntence-illee alphabet was our

this o}d command revealed to the intro-
Rabbi Hiile! saild
to his disciples, “What is hatefol to thy-
self do not to thy nelghdbor., This ia the

whole law; ail the rest }s but comment and | bave cone the same to me
fringe.” Gibbon found In Isocrates & pre- ' done nz I would have been done by."

cept equivalent to the Golden Rule,

If the Golden Rule s the
Christinnity and yet 1§ Is found In all the
great religlons before Jesus came, how is
Christinnity different from these other Te-
Eglons? The A&ifference i found in the
standard of interpretation. No one can
ruppose that the man who did as he would
be done by would do identically ‘the same
thing in China, India Palestine, Rome
|nm‘! New York Obedience to this yule
| has produced widely different moral types

in different countries and centuries. A

ocode of mornls is to be judged by the
standard by “which Itx maxims are Inter-
preted; not by the maxims alone, What
I= the standard by which we Judge the

I Golden Ruile?

The Golden Rule Is very commonly mis-
Interpreted. Most outrpgeous actions are
justified by the excuse: ““Why, he would
I have only
In
this reading the Golden Rule becomes

kernel of | merely shrewd advice to forestsll your

mdversary and to injure him before he can
Injure you. Grammar and ethics alike ate
outruged by such interpretations,
FPersonal feeling cannot adeguately in-
terpret the Rule. “Whatsoever ye would™
makes you the judge. You aot as yonu

|

|
|

think rou desire others to act. But your |

feellngs change. Sickness, sorrow, dis-

desplae human sympathy and help, Which in some quarters, “What is good encugh

feeiing Is to describe what you shall ask
of men? After ail, what would you have
men de 1o you? Do you rate yourself
denr or cheap?

In 1823 when the Proclamation of
Emanclipation was published, many zlaves

|
|

| me or for anybody else,

refussd to lesve their oid homes and em- |

brace the wider world of Hberty: for them
freedom had no definition, they did not
appreciate It or want it. Maoy men grov-
el and do not stem to know thelr rights,
ns men, They ask thelr fellows not to re-

sttain theilr appetites or passions. They |

besiege jegisintures for the privilege of
bestiality, The$ desire free range given

them for sin. May they do to others what |

they wotld be willing to have done to
them?

inflict ¢¥il? May the drinking man intoxi-

aster. make & man ask a great deal of | cate your son, may the sensualist entice

the world: strength, happiness, prosper-
ity, too often make him bellsye he can

him, msy the gambler lead him to ruin?
There {n too much of the sorry maxim

Because they love evil may they |

|
|

for me I8 good enough for you.”™ Not
unless your good bhe indeed good-<no, not
uniess it is the best—is 1t good enough for
If a man has de-
praved his nature, has coarsened i, has
dizlled the edge of his spiritual apprecin-
tion, has come to think eynically aof hu-
man nature, let him take oare that he
does nol talk to others as he lkes 10 have
them talk to him, for his foul meat to
them b= polson.

Whet has a man a right to demand of
his fellowsT *“Life, lberty and the pursult
of happinesa”? Yes, but under such con-
citions- as shall make them more than
names, A man cannot demand something,
however, Jfor which others must pay by
acomfort, privation or infertor opportu-!
nitles of self-development. An individoal |
liberty in business that raises the cost

J

of that gquenches the Jpoor man's
fire, that leaves crops rotting because they

cannot pay Irelght charges we are com-
Ing to believe is tyranny. But your fel-
iow can demand other things besides ha-

bens corpus and public schools. He can
demand your best gifts, graces, knowl-
edge. wvirtue. ‘The richness of your lfe

‘s not a pleasure palace where only a king
can walk; it is a cathedral where any one
ean come (o recelve God's jift,

Jesus went egven {urther. The context,
especially in Bt. Luke's account, makes it
plain: “But I say unto you which hear,
Love your enemles, (o good to them which
hate you., Bless them that curse you, and
pray {or thém which displitefully use you.™
I= It not clear whate Christ meant you
to ask and 1o give?! What you would like
Lo recelve from others—ljove when you
have been hateful; prayerm when you have
been sbusive; kindness when you have
been cruel; gifts when vou are neady but
undeserving.

Indeed. the Golden Rule canmot be iso-

ted and then put In the place of Chrise
tianity Itssll. We are conmstantly attempt-
ing the simplification of our religlon. The
Bermon on the Mount, the Lord's Proyer,
the baptismal formula, each has friends
who a=¢ In 1t the whols force and meaning

af the Gompel. No utteranes, howeves
noral; no prayer, however divine in Its
sincere waiting upon Guod, no formull,

”

fa)

can be
{f was
Because

however much an evidence o
pit In pince of him who in B
the way, the truth and the
truth = personal.

There are two kinds of originaiity; one
creates a new form, the other gives a new
Itfe to the old form Many of Christ's
sayings were unot new I(n form. but they
were radiant with new meaning. He 4id
not crante 4 new man, but he revealed In

msel

Tife

man new manhood, a new humanity.
He did not clalm originality for the Gold=
en Ruls, “*Whatsoever ye would that men

should do to you, do'ye even 80 to thems
for this is the law and the prophets.”” But
*o these words he gave reality; he coined
them anew In the Himmit of his Ufe
PERCY STICEKNEY GRANT.

IS RELIGION DECLINING? . . By Rev. G. €. Morgan

, Successor to Dwight L. Moody's Work |

|
bl
l

(Coprripght, 1002 W, . Hearst)

This article 1» by the Hev. Goorge Campbell
Morgan, ihe tamous English preacher and svan-
Enlist, who has sucresded Dwight L. Moody in

the Narthfiekd extension work,

T

HE request that 1 =hould state my
lmprespions:. vegurding the religious
T ion and prospects of the

world, and of W country In particular,

) reasonable one, and one with which

1 willingly comply.

One would suppose that 1 had enjoyed
unusunl] facilities for describing the state
of religion in America at first hand, from
the experience 1 have had o the last few
years, but that is not so.

Since January 1 have traveled 7000 miles,
my extending from New York
1o Denver, and from Duluth to Atlanta,
In every clity 1 have visited I have asso.
clnied wi ligious people and with re-
ligious lesiders. and yel, strange to say, 1
no to observe the
condition of the churches and the state of
yeliglon. The i that whorever 1
have gpone the have united to
give e o warm reception, the cangratuln.
tlons have been overflowing, and I have

Journey

&y
th e

bhave had opportunlty
reanon

churches

been Incessantly at work, having deliveresd
In this time no less than 170 sermons,

The cansequence i8, | have nol sesn the
churches in their normal condition at all,
and can say nothing about them, in this
line, from sctual obaervation,

1 have, neverthaless, recelved In various
wars, Including reading and conversation
with intelllgent people, & profound mpres-
slon concerning the rcondition snd pros-
pects of the Christian religion in this
country both positively and In compari-
zon with England,

It seems to de incontrovertibie that there
has been for many years a religious de-
clenslon in the United States. This declen.
sion has coverad both faith and practice.

The leading doctrines of religion have
been assalled, and the religious life has
been relaxed. 1 used the word “religion”
because everything n the nature of reli-
glos as well as Christianity has suffered
from thix movement of the human mind,

This deciension is evidenced by the de-
ereased membership of the churches, by
the theologieal writings of the day, by
the looseness of much of the preaching,
by the weakness of religlous socletien,

[

|

by the desuetude of powerful revivals,
by the paucity of conversions, and by the
reduced number of candidates for the
ministry.

It t» somewhsat alarming to read some
of the statements, for which, of eourse, 1
cannot vouch, regarding the fewness of
conversions. If 1 am correctly informed
there are in the Presbyterian, Congrega-
tlonal and Baptist denominations thou-
sands of churches every year which da
not report a single conversion, and as
many more, perhaps, which report only
ohe or two conversions This led Mr,
Mooxly on occasioms to query whether
the Coagregationalist really belleved in
conversion st ail or noL

In Hke manner the complaint comeg
fromm nearly all the theological semina-
vies that few young men are entering the
ministry, and thagse who enter are of a
lower grade of scholarship than formerly,

Thisg Ils, on the face of It, an alarming
symptom, but I i{s lable to this dincount—

the profeasional minister—and for my part,

if the peopleo find that the profesajonal |

miclster no longer meets thelr aplritual

needs and that the comparatively uneda-
cated lay preacher feeds thelr souls, I
huve no complaint to make of the change.

But the prevalling indifference to the
ciaims of religion is not confined ta the
Protestant denominntions, The Catholic
chureh, If 1 mistake not, feels the pressure
of the mavement fully as much as we do.

statement that Archbishop Ireland, In a
sermon he preached In New York, said
that there was then golng on In the world,
including the Catholle church, a rapldly
Increasing declenslon In religion,

Indeed, if wo may rely on what has been
tald me in Chicago, the decline i» not even
confined to the Christian religion, The
Rev. Dr. Hirsch, 1 am informed, asld a
¥ear or two ago that his was the only
Jewish wmoclety In this country that wos
holding its owmn.

movement which Is directed not agalnst
the Protestant religlon, nor set agninet

| Christianity in geperal, but against all re-
that the lay preacher is rapldiy displacing |

lizion in {is broadest sense.

Within the Frotestant denominations
the battle rages around the person of
Christ, and the heretical doctrine mostly

I think I read, not many months ago, a |

!

In evidence is called Ritschilanism. This
baleful perversion of Christian doctrine is
tracenble to the learned German theblo-
glan, Albrecht Ritschl, who has thorough-
ly Inoculated Christlan theology in Great
Brimain and Amerios. .
Ritschl claims, in the first place, that
there Is no Christlan revelation except In
the words of Jesas Christ bimeelf. His
pext clalm is that the words of Christ,
even, are not reflable, except as given In |
the Gospels, and that, though Christ haa |
spoken in the Episties of Paul and In toe |

| Book of Revelation, those writings are to |

1

Here, then, we have a |

|

be disregarded. But as soon as he hpa
limited revelation to the words of Josus In
the Gospels, he proceeds (o cinim that
these words teach none of the cardinal
doctrines of tha Christian religioh as now
held by orthodox theologians, He fAinds In
the words of Christ no hint of his pre-
existence In heaven, at his miraculous
birth, at his delly or st hls atonethent |
for sin. This, of course, is a perfect nega- !
tion of Christianity, and the only wonder
fa that such a circultous method should
be taken to repudiate the whole Bible and
the entire Christian system.

I should do the Chrisian church In
Americy the groatest injustice if 1 ahoulyg
represent it as having embraced Ritschl-
Innism to any great extent. 1 have out-
lned the heresy simply to Indlcate the di-
rection which the doctrinnl defectlon in
this country, m& in Great Britaln has
taken. Many preachers, however, show
the taint of Ritschllanism in their preach-
Ing, who have imbibed It, they know not
how, and have mever even heard of
Ritschl

The very universality of this movement
shows that it is the product of unjversal
conditions and that it Is not specially a
rational rejection of Christianity. It la
very largely mere indifferentiem and the
wandering of the heart from God, and that
convinceas mo that, aithough Christianity
has always, through the ages, progressed
by cycles and seen a dgsen darker periods
of unbelief than (his, the present indiffer-

ence i lurgely the result of the unexam- |

pled activity of the human mind in other
directions, suoch as inventlon, fOnance,
manufactiures and commerce. The world
has Deen for years sclenee-erazy and

| money-crasy, and religlon In any form |

L
has been temporarily crowded out of i@
mind

it 1s n fnr more agrecable thing for mea
to state what I regard as the certaain out-
the depreasion of the last fow
years The tide has unguestionabiy
tumed. In fact It turned ssvernl yeary
ago ln my country, But in America, alsd,
there s certainly visitle now the begin-
ning of the inevitable reaction. A= for mo,
I have nothing to complain of, for wher-
ever I have been the deep Intercet mani-
fest in the Word of God and n the doc-
trines of the Gespel has been most ads
mirable and encrocuraging.

I am persundad that the night is Inp
spent and the day cloxs at hand. [ should
not be surprised {f & world-wide religiouns
awakenlng. not a whit inferfor to the
Moody revival, though, perhaps, on ef=
tirely different llnes, should burst uwpon as
somewhat suddenly within & year or two.
In the fire of such A blessing the prevall-
ing hereotical system will be consumed ke
a house of cardbwoard.

Under the influence of the Holy Spirit
error will be In a moment detected and
Christ will be all In all assin,

a. C.

come of

MORGAN.

WHAT

CONSTITUTES REAL GREATNESS? . . .

. By Rev. T. D. Gregory, of New Jork

HE man 1 have in view &= a

on the elevated rafl-

T gTeat

conducior
road

He §s a littie man about 45 years old,
intelligent, well-informed
events, but
sense of the word.

He has been with the elevated ralirosd
almost from the =tart, and has never
bnd any difficulty with the company, with
his fellow-+mployes or with the passen-
gere. Falthful to every trust, honorable
and considerate among his eomrades and
plways and everywhere s perfect gentle-
man, his long service with the road has
Leen & harmonlous one,

He 15 o married man, and when he gits
down =at table with his entire family,
ten chalry and ten piates are reguired.

on current

not sfdocsted In the tchmcal:

| + The #'ght rhlid.rﬂ?; ranging In age from

three to seventeen, are all favoritem with
| the father, all of them being rqualiy beau-
| titul and precious in his sight,

This man may never have heard of Cor-
nella, but every day he exalalms with
| the Roman matron: “These children are
| my jewsls.™

He lives for them and for thelr mother.

Falthful as the North star to his dally

It:u-k. when that task s done Do EOS
1 tome 10 be with his Jeweis
itfe.

Theee chiiren, with the exceplion of
one or two, who are too young, are all
it school, where they appear ciothed as
neatly and tastily as any of the other
scholars,

How one woman's hands can keep wp

l

with s0 many demands is a mystery, but
they do. These sight children not only

show no sign of neglect, but declare; by |

thelr every appearance, that they are the
objects of an unwearied attention, an at-
tention that 1= both joving and tactful,
in &l the clly there 18 no cleaner. hap-
pler home than the one that belongs to
this conduyctor. Om the boulévards and
avenues (here are palaces, but in the cot.
tage there I8 the happluess which the

They are his | milllonairen, with thelr gold, cannot buy.

And this man's dally wage i= 31 W0!—
$11 0 n wesk!—$13 ¥ If he works on Bun-
duy!—982 @ If he works every day in the
year!

It will now begin to dawn upon the
reader why It was that I called this con-
ductor a truly great man.

|

I gid It advisadly.
had the right to.

The man who In this city can support a
family of ) on A salary of $1 90 a day,
and suppert them In & way that Is re-
spectable, & way of which he need not be
ashamed, & beyond question a great man.

1 am not Ly any means unmindful of
the credit that s due to this man's wife.
Were she not one of the hest of wives
and one of the most tactful of managers
the thing would be Impassible, no matler
what the hsuband's character and inten-
tions might be.

But, on the other hand, were the hus-
band other than the man he fs—sober,
steady, sensible. self-sucrificing for love's
sake—the wife's virtue and good senss
would count for nadght

I dM it because I

The' fact, then, that our friend the con-
ductor is able to make his small wage do
&= much proves him to be a great man—
A Very greatl man.

How would you go about It, reades,” If
you had to face the problems that this
man has been foclag for years? What
would you do 1f you wera wsuddenly
brought up agalnst thix proposition:
“How, on a salary of 511 @ & week, shall
1 contrive to take care of myszell and wife
and In addition thereto feed, clothe and
educate my eight childrea?*

What wou'ld vou do? Jump In the river,
Nicely. :

But this man has been up against this
proposition for years, and he never onct
thought of jumping Into the river.

And why? Ah now, we are coming to

the real secret of his greatness. Hecnuse
It was, and s, & plsasure to him to work
for those he loves. The pleasure is born
of love He loves his family, and, be-
caure he loves It It Is a joy to him to
make personal sacrifice, to clean forget

melf and it promptings, and to find his one |

supreme felicity in (he conaciousness thal
he is making his loved onssa. Rappy.

Greastness? True greatnesa? Behold It
in thia man'

It i» not necessarily great to found an
empire—libertine and scoundrels have
done that times without number It is
not great to make an eloquent speech—
such speeches have frequently been made
“by moral perverts and degenerates. It I8
not great to bulld up a monster business
fw dollars and cents—that Is done every

day by menR who are a dlsgrace to this
planet. Jut 1a 18 great to huave 2 high
ideal, and to remain true to that ideal
In the face of continuous toll and priva=
tion; to Belleve In duty And be willing
to sacrifice upon the altar of that duty all
private predilections; to Hve, {a a word,
not to make yourself happy, but to be the
means of happineas to others

That !s greatness! That is grandeur!
And beside this, there (8 nho greatness
and no grandeur that are worth our at-
tentlon.

And so I have told my story—told it
simply—told It just as it (=) and my re-
watd shall be the hope that It may pos-
sibly glve some one a brighter view of
human nature and a stronger veneration
for the herolsm of common lfe

T. B GREGORY.
102 W, R Hearst.)
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I Man’s Struggl

e Against Evil .

. By Frederick Passy, of Paris

Woman's View of the Fourth ..

H. P. Spofford

VIL has a thousand forms and en-
E velope us on all sldes. Every hour
we have W defend ourvelves from
it. In order fo trace & complete plan
against it would make it necomsary for us
io dictnte for our private ss weil as publio

conduct, for our Intelisctusl and moral
interexts, and for our econdmic and ma-
terial interests,

i do not monke a pretense of promulgat-
ing this immense obide and to formulate its
innumerable articles, e are, however,
certaty essentinl points where useful hints
nay be given of errors to avold.

It §s with Indivigual efforts that evil 1s
to be conguercd. This is a truth most
profound which poople are willlng to rec-
ogunize In theory, but which they decry
in practice, ax for example the voter who
dovs not go to the polls becuuse his volos
does not signify anything and will meot
nffect the result

“What Soes It matterT™ be says.
only 2 drop In the ocean,™

It matters much. The least acts of pri-
vite iife contribute o general morality.
The perrson who on A public fete day pre-
fere exercise In the apen alr, the gay and
wholesome promenades or public lectures,
popuiar conoeris or good dmmatic pres-
entations to the macecourses, to vulgar
resorts and lgnoble entertalmments—that
man, novording to the degree of his per-
sanal activity, by his preferences and
eversions, gives a benecfieent Impulse
which, muitipiied by thoussnds of others
ke him, csn produce & sockul moverment
fertile in happy resulte.

if sny one wishes to better the

“l1 am

soclal

state he must always do it by individual
effori—individual personal offort gt 6Orst,
collective personal effort aflerward. is the
only talisman for good that may be de-
pended upon. Each man must look frst
to his work, and after his work to the
proper employment of its product, &co-
omy, andprovision for the future,

Associnted effort follows in an fEso-
ciation which (s volumtary, which does
notl enfeeble the Individual, which, on the
contrary, fortifles him, which compels hig
self-respect.

It Is not thus, unhappily. that most of
our contemporary aposfies of wsocial re-
generation labor. They usually operate
with systems which have ss little respect
for human dignity es for justice, and
whose realization, If they attain a mo-
mentary aucoess, by favoring some to the
detriment of others, only cause an arti-
ficlal return to inequalitien,

Everybody should be guarsnteed the
free exercise of his faculties and the froe
employment of his resources. The wmiate
should have [t= place and should reader
to the Ipdividual, lsolated or associated,
everything to which be has a right,

It s important for us 1o be persuaded
of the facts that socinl power cannot be
efficacious and beneficent If ndividual in-
tiative s repressed. Good doeds, on the
contrary, will have attsined the maxi-
mum power when Infdividual effort baas
reached its highest degree of energy.

From the blood of an inert mass habits.
ated 1o walt upon the power which domi.
nates It it Is 4iMeult to extract men
capable of legisiating, of govemning of

administeating and of controlling. It
breeds men who are apt In intrigue, In
invective, in threatening and in overturn-
ing ministries as if they were card houaes
it does not Uring forth serious men—men
of resolution and action. You cannot
make a chain of gold with links of lead,

The religious sentiment, ke olher sen.
timents of the human soyl, has Its errors
and shortcomiage. Accordingiy. it some-
times can be one of the forms or one of
the causes of the evil sgainst awhich we
have to strive, It is necessary to recog-
nize that rellgion only too frequentiy s
but the deification of evil. Man incar.
nates his advices, his passions. his envies,
has hates, into a god which he Imagines,
But this Is not the true religious spirit,
To the true religious spirit we can and
must appeal In combating our tendencles
to evil and In establishing justice,

Aguinst the rellgion of Yorce, of discour.
agement and of Inertia the religion of
right, founded upon a bellef in something
higher and more durable than passing mc-
cigents and ephemeral success, should re-
act toward the realimation of the etormal
jdeal, The dacger lies in fatalinm, which
accopts evil as Inevitable and submits
thareto.

Fatullsm and the religlous spirit shoold
not be confused. Nor should fatallsm be
confussd with resignation, which, as some
one has beautifully sald, i» Indomitable
bope and indomitable energy.

The future Is open before us, The hu-
man being finds himaslf growing indef-
aitely. Pleasure gives him o fiadd of nc-
tion omly for the moment. Doty shows
&im s law which commands bim withouy

constralning him., Relgton goes farther.
It leads him Into etermity for his own
sake; for those who belong to him; for
the Uving, for the demd; for those who
Bave pot yet Been born.

Bollloguy From “Hamilet.™
William Fhalketpears,
To be, or not to be; that is the guestion;
Wheiher ‘tis noble tn the mind th sgffer
The =slingy and Arrows of outrmageous fortune,
O to take wrme ageinst & s=a of trouble,
And by oppoeing end themT To die: Lo sleep:
No more; and by a sieep to say we end
The bearinche and the thousand natural shocks
That Nesh s heir to; "tis & copsummation
Devogtly 1o be wished. To die; to glewp;
To sieep; perchance to dresm; &y, there’s the
roh:

For In thit sieep of death what dreams may

cuthe, 4 b
Whent wa kave shuffed off this mortal coil,
Must give us pauss; thers's tha respect
That makes calsmity of so Jong life;
For who would bear the whips and scorne of

That patient mesit of the unwormily takes,
When ke Bimeelf might his quicstus make
With & bare bodkin? Who wounld fardels bhear,
To grunt and sweat under a weary |ifs,

But thag the dread of something wfter death—
Tha undiscovered country (rom whose bourn
No traveler retwrne—pussles the will
And makes us mathsr bear those lils we have
Than €5 to othors that we know pot of T
Thus conscismce does make cowardp of =s all,
And thus the pative hue of resolu
Is sicklisd o'er With the pale cast of thought,
And coterprises of xTent pith and moment
Wih this regard thelr currents turm Awry
loss the name of actlon. 3

ny

HE day which we make our Natlonal
festival ia not a very happy onh'
except in theory, 1o tha greater |
number of American women. In apite of ]
all thelr patriotism, they mnre obliged to
dread It befare It arrives, and to be gind
when it has become yesterday, As a gen-
erai thing (t brings them only work, anx-
fety and crashing beadaches. The prepa-
ration of picnic baskets, the additions to
dinper If at home, the making ready of
the pretty c¢lothen that are expected to be
worni on the day—of all that they seldom
compiain, But what they do object to
is the barbarous manner in which  the

hoys and men are allowed to make merry,
lander, which destroys sleep and peance |
and health, the perpetual shocks of the
explosions keeping the nerves on the rack. |
Added to this 18 the fear that the house |
crackers, or = child will be brought hume\
to have tHe gunpowder picked out of his
face, or with fewer fingers, ears, or eyes, ;
than those bhe had when he left for his |
Perhapes one day we shall abolish much
of this excliing cause of trouble. People
mity come to percelve that the symbols™
of battle and bloodshed give a poor and |
wrong expression to the love of that
couniry In whose existence is the hope of |
fluenice the peace and well-belng of the |
worid shall to thme be amsured. Then |
other and finer ways of showing patriot-
fem will ba found, ways of expressing joy

whichh wouhl be disgraceful to a Fiji Is-
will be reduced to ashes by the silly five-
g = |
humanity, and under whose fostering In-
that will be guite as satssfactory as the

nolsy and savags metheds of the present—
methods of the same nature as those of
the ghost dance of the Indlan tribes, or
ns the mad, rude way in which the Da-
homey chlefa rejoice,

The Fourth of July, nevertheless, Is a
day that has « pectliar Interest and sig-
nificance for women: and {(hey are fain o

join in its celebration, whether they l&e |

the manner of it or not.
try of Christendom do women recelve the
recogrition that they have In this one

' Whatever may still be lacking to them

For In no coun- |

In measure of justice here, yet nowhere |

elsé do they have the protection to thelr

persons and their possessions that ls given |

to them under the American flag. In Eu-
rope, where you see the women yolkad with
the dog or the cow; In China, where their
fect are crippled; in polygamous countries,

where they are the siaves of the harem,

women nre often merely an appanage, an |

object of utility or pleasure,
Htates they receive thelr measure of jus

In the Unjted |

tice and right, such as it & not for thelr|

beauty or grace or charm or sex. but as
individuais with & stake In the country.
Men and women being, together, really
the unit of the race, the measute of right
that benefits one cannot but benefit the
other; and fn as far as men have risen
under the great aky of our Wberty; woghn
Buve risem with them, and not anywhere
eise on earth has there bee¢n auch an
achlevement [y the advancing of the whole
geoneration of women as under the fag
that today, more than ever, seems beauti-
ful an 3 great bountiful flower when wav-
ing agalnst the sky, and beneath whase

}
|

starry foids women have a Inrger outlooit
a higher reach. & surer grasp, a greater
aucerity, a-nobler honor, a firmer future,
Here the genlus of the country has taughg]
the boy to respect his mother as the b
of old—love her though he might with alll
his heari—never dreamed of doing; to
gard his slster ax on a plane of eguallty;
to desplase no woman because she Is
woman. And ahe knows 1} she owes all
this to the Independe this count
from the Old Warld Influence and greed
which has opened (0 every all the
avenues of freedom, enlarging the borde
of thought and feeling and ¢onsequent ac
tion and all the possibilities of growth,
The flag, then, means morg to American
women than the fing of any other country
cAn mean to the woman Deneath (L And
they endure for the =uke it ali th
harrors of the volleying Fourth, saying tq
themselves the Mg, whenever a
wherever they see It: 1t s my safogua
my glory and my shield] and feeling a
Browning J4id when he saw hls own na
tional ensign off Cape St Vincent, T
falgar, and Gibraltar: “Here, and hers
did England help ma—bow can I help Eng
land, say! *
HARRIET PRESCOTT BPOFFORD.
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When the sky is hiack and Jowering. when
path In life ia drear, J

Upward jift thy steadfast glancss, *‘mid
maze of sorrow here,

From the beaming fomnt of giadness, shall ¢
seetil & radiunce brighe:

And the grave shall be a garden, and the hod
of darkness |ight. —Martin Luotheys

.



