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mako floral tributes to
sailor dead a

feature of Memorial day

the country Thus ;to, honor

the naval heroes whose unmarked graves
jare In the deep, elaborate are
ibelng made along" the entire coast of

The ceremony consists largely in strew-.to-g

flowers upon the ocean which is thus
made literally to blossom aa the rose. This
unique and beautiful idea originated "with
iMna. Armitage S. C. Forbes, of Xios

California, to whom the
came in a curious manner. Being among
other things a newspaper woman, Mrs.
Forbes was anxious to provide her paper
with an original Memorial day story.
"While pondering over It one she
Bang a favorite song as she went about
the room, "Cast Thy Bread Upon the
"Waters." In her she sub-

stituted, "flowers" for
"bread." "Cast Thy Flowers Upon the
Waters," she caroled and

"Why not cast .flowers upon the
waters which covered the sailors' "last
resting place, and thus Inaugurate a cus- -,

torn which should become a "part of the
Memorial day

Being a patriotic woman, Mrs. Forbes
saw In this another means of
patriotism to the young, and she, there-

fore, at once determined to Interest the
school children in the matter. Their re-

sponse through school
was most Ae a result of this,
on day, a month after the Idea
was born, beautiful ceremonies in honor
of the sailor dead took place in the Pacific
Coast towns near Los Angeles.

To Santa Monica this year belongs the
distinction of having Mrs. Forbes in--
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of the Long Beach
and along the coast have
been eager to get her, but she gives the

to Santa its.
nearness to the Home
the naval there- - to Join her at the
beach and do their part in old

Mrs Forbes
likes to be among the who have
made her an of their

.

These jolly old tars are as busy as bees
at the Ppme Just now a. mlnla- -
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tureship, which, on Memorial day will be
elaborately trimmed with flowers and
launched1 from' the wharf among the oth-

er emblems sent out to sea. There Is also
a rumor that they are designing a mar-
velous anchor, which they will present to
Mrs. Forbes, to.be used by her as her
tribute to their departed comrades, whom
she Is interesting the country to honor.

It Is Mrs. Forbes notion to have ' the
observances In memory of the sailors
simple, but as impressive as possible. The
preliminary ceremonies are to be held on
shore and will consist of patriotic
speeches and songs, an address suitable to
the occasion and part or all of the service
for the dead of the National Association
of Naval Veterans. After thl3 the officers
In charge and the school children are to
march down to the end of a wharf. A
firing squad of soldiers will precede. and
on their arrival will fire a salute over the
waves. The flower strewing will then be-

gin and thousands of blossoms will be
cast upon, the waters, some in garlands,

"some in nautical emblems, others loose,
but all of red, white and blue. The ef-

fect of the sea blossoming with the Na-

tional colors is most beautiful and stlis
alike the heart of young and old.
, From the start Mrs. Forbes has had the

support of the highest officers of the Navy
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who heartily Indorse her plans. Dewey,
Sampson, Schley, Evans and many others
wrote to her expressing their
of what she Is trying to do for those who
have gone aloft forever.

Through the courtesy of the Secretary
of the Navy and of Colonel Stone of San
Francisco, a revenue cutter Is to be
placed at Mrs. Forbes disposal for the
ceremonies- - this year. This will go out
from Santa' Monica, flower trlmnied and
flower laden, and Impressive ceremonies
will be held at sea under the auspices of
the Naval Association Women's Relief
Corps' of Los Angeles. In addition to this
a service will be held on shore by tho

.

It Is the ardent desire of Mrs. Forbes
to have her floral tribute to the sailor
dead become a feature of
Memorial Day' throughout the country-I- t

need not be limited to the coast of
California wherever there is water be
It ocean, lake or river, the thing can be
done. In places where flowers are not
abundant leaves can be substituted and
beautiful wreaths and garlands they make
as every one knows.

This year Mrs. Forbos hopes to suc-

ceed In getting a ship sent out from Key
West to strew flowers over Havana Har-
bor, and thus do honor to the victims o
the Maine. Secretary Long has prom-
ised the ship If she can get the flowers,
but there arises her difficulty, for flowers
do not grow at Havana or Key West. This
obstacle she hopes to overcome by having
flowers donated by patriotic women, two
of whom. Miss Helen Gould of New York
and Mrs. Posey of Los Angeles, she hopes
may furnish all the flowers that are ne-
cessary.

There Is no reason why every ship at
not have a floral service of Its

own on Memorial Day. The sailors could
. make paper flowers. They are deft with
their fingers and could while away many a
tedious hour by and the
designing- - of. 'flower anchors, ships, flags,
and such other emblems as suit their
nautical taste. The work would have the
charm of novelty and appeal to the hearts
of all who go down to the sea in ships.

Mrs. Forbes Is a resident of Los An-
geles, but a by birth. She
has the blood of patriots In her veins, br-
ing descended from John Page, ,.the first
male child born In and her
ancestors were In the

War. None of them, however, wa3
a sailor, and she is the first of her fam-
ily in whom patriotism has taken a naval
bent. Going to Kansas with her parents
in her youth, Mrs. Forbes was educated
at Wichita, where she married an

Armitage S. C. Forbes. With him
she "went to London, where her taste for
art and literature developed and was In-

creased by years of travel In the Old
World. She wrote letters to American
newspapers and upon her return to this
county gave time to jour-
nalism. Her recent articles on Chinese
life and customs over the signature of
Harry Forbes have been widely read over
the country. Though prominent In wo-

men's club9, Mrs. Forbes Is by no means
the" typical new woman. On the contrary
she Is Intensely feminine, believes that
the home Is woman's sphere, never allows
outside matters to Interfere with domes- -'

tlclty and has no interests which her hus-
band does not 'share.

FRANCES WESTON CARRUTH.
(Copyright 1002.) .
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Ti-f- second annual field day of the
f Portland Hunt Club will be held at

the Irvington racetrack next Satur- -'

...day, and elaborate preparations are now
a. being made for the biff event, Each,

" afternoon the horsemen assemble at the f
racetrack and go through their drills and .

' practice evolutions. It is a fine sight to
watch a-- hundred expert riders, mounted
on steeds, gallop to and fro.

" across the green and jump the hurdles
with accuracy and speed. The Portland
Hunt Club is an institution that fosters

- correct riding, and most of the members
experts in the saddle. The rivalry,

especially among the gentlemen, is in-

tense, and many are already telling how
their girded steeds with flashing eyes and
foaming flanks will carry-- ' their masters
through to victory.

Th.e exercises will begin with a grand
entry of all members, one that wiUnos- -

. sess the features of a cavalry charge. The
whole troop will gallop at .full speed past
the grandstand, after which the events

v of the programme will be carried out..
The first of these will be a schoolboys' '

exhibition, which will be followed by a
"gentleman's running race of one mile. The'
.tandem trot and the junior running race

will be followed by a trap show parade of
, doubles and singles. A pony race for a

quarter and a three-quart- dash .for
stable bdys are numbers that are attract-
ing considerable attention. The last num-
bers of the programme will be a mile
trot, for both ladles and gentlemen, and .

a two-mll- e hurdle race. The latter event
promises to be the most exciting of. the '
day. the entry list numbering about 20.
' All In all, the field day promises to be
well worth seeing-- . A portlonvof the
cecd3 wIIT"be devoted to charity.


