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eA-REE-
K FROM SHOEMAKER TO LEADER OF ANOF eHAMBEKLAINJOSEPH EMPIRE dT HOW HE MADE HIS FORTUNE

shoemaker to leader of an
FROM that, in a word, sums up the

of the Right Honorable Jo-Be-

Chamberlain, present Colonial Secre-
tary of England.

But had Joseph Chamberlain "stuck to
his last," as all good shoemakers are gup-pos- ed

to do. It Is doubtful If the world at
large ever "would have heard of him.

It was not from making shoes that
Chamberlain won name and fortune. The
lucky purchase, of an invention for put-
ting points on screws gave the English
statesman the upward thrust which won
him a. place perhaps not an enviable one
on the pinnacle of Fame.

"The man who made the Boer war"
as W. T. Stead, editor of the Review of
Reviews, has called Chamberlain began
his business career in the year 1852 as a
member of the firm of "J. Chamberlain &
Son, wholesale boot and shoe merchants
at Sd MLk street, a little alley-lik- e thor-
oughfare in London Just oft Cheapslde,
two blocks from St, Paul's Cathedral.

The future Colonial Secretary of the
British Empire then was in his 16th year.
and his dreams of empire-buildin- g if he
had little beyond the shoe-
maker's bench in his father's shop.

Mr. Chamberlain was born at Cumber-wel- l,

a division of South London, in 1S32,

and received the rudiments of his educa-
tion at a little Village school almost ad-

joining his home He attended this school
until his Sth j ear. when the family
moved to the north of London. From his
8th to his 16th ear, Chamberlain attend-
ed the Rev. Arthur Johnson's school in
Canonbury Square. London, completing his
.education at the Unlv erslty College School.

His First SXxrcrrd Move.

Those who have studied Chamberlain's
school days have'falled to find anything
remarkable about the youthful scholar at
this period. He held a medium place In
his class, never achieved any scholastic
triumphs, and his enly Indication of his
future ability was a fairly good oratory
at debate.

It Is on record that he was a good hand
at driving a bargain: and quick to take
ndvantape of any opportunity to Improve
his mitcrial condition. A story Is related
of how the future Colonial Secretary
"managed" an affair whereby Chamber-ai- n.

who was arbitrator in a fights won
a cricket outfit through sheer force of
bluffing.

Here Is the story: Two of Chamber-
lain's school comranions got into a dispute
over come points at cricket. The cricket J

outfit belonged to one of the boys. The
point was referred to joung Chamberlain j

as arbitrator. There was a great deal of j

on both sides. Chamberlain j

took the cricket outfit and said he would '
decide the matter In a few days. In the
rreantlme. the two cambatants came to
blows, and "fought out" their difficulties,
i.fter which they shook nands and "made
up." Both then asked Chamberlain to re

the cricket outfit, as they had be-
come friends. .

Craraborlain was much larger than
cither of the others, and this was the de-
cision he rendered: "As you have decided
the matter vourself, after putting ma to a
lot of trouble, I shall keep the cricket out-
fit for my pains."

Went Enrly to TVorK.
This incident throws a great deal of light

on thr Inner character of Chamberlain.
It tvas a foreshadowing. In a measure, of
his policy in the Boer war, particularly of
the rart ha took in the famous Jameson
raid; a practical illustration of
. Jk. The rood old rule, the simple plan

"Thirt he should take who has the power;
Anae keep who can

In those days, a youth (Sestlned, as was
Chamberlain, for a commercial career had
his collegiate dajs shortened as much as
possible. .

Chamberlain received no further school- - j

!ng alter his 16th j ear, but went to work '

TRUE ACCOUNT OF A ROMANCE IN PERU

the Capital of a South
LIMA, republic, which has known

sorrow and Joy. more public
spirit and treason, more Ignominy and
glory, than any other country on this
"Western continent; Lima, the Capital of
Peru, has long gloried in calling Itself
the Paris of America. If that means to
be the most brilliant In streets and shop3
and salons; the most exacting in theater
and opera; to own the most diamonds on
the Continent and the finest; to attend
early mass the most rlgorousjy, and co-

quette the most silly in returning from
church; to dance more ravishingly and
glance more seductively than any other
peoplo on earth, then the Capital of
Peru Is certainly the Paris of America.
It is. moreover, a glad city in its out-
ward expression, Its complexion. Its
walls, finished bv the hands of Italian
artists in fine stucco, are brilliantly col,
ored; and even tbe iron gratings, that
barricade every lower window of Its
houses, are designed In tasteful patterns
and gay colors and" gilding.

A special feature of a Lima dwelling
Is the balcony. It is true that every J
bpanisn town or pretense abounds In bal-
conies, but those of Lima are peculiar
to that city. They seem not to be an in-
tegral part of the edifice, but, like a
lady's Jewel, added solely for show. Ex-
tending the whole front of the great
drawing-roo- m and overhanging the street
without support of column or bracket,
from the base ujj to the wlndow-sll- l they
arc paneled In gilded moldings and Joyous
colors, and above are protected from the
sun's bright glare with gay awnings.
Into these balconies the women of Lima
come to see and be seen at a certain time
and discreet distance, for a part of every
day. Not with indecorous intent, but be-
cause It 13 a pleasant thing and prefty, to
loir over a crimson cushion upon the
window-si- ll and watch the rolling cur-
rent of life in the street below, during
the cool hours of the late afternoon. Gen-
erous In the display of their brilliant
beauty, the Llmenas are modest women,
virtuous wives and fascinating members
of society, where their vivacity and in-
telligence make them charming com-
panions.

More than a score of years have passed
since, one day, the native beauty was
eclipsed by an unheralded arrival from
Spain, 'who had come with her parents,
they said, fresh from the Innocence of a
Cabtlllan convent, to Join the home cir-
cle li Pipra, the most northern depart-
ment of the republic

Dona Juana Maria Mendoza was not
one of the ordinary type of Lima belles.
They have great, eloquent black eyes;
hair as black and glossy as a crow's
wing, aval faces' and olive-tinte- d com-
plexions, through which a flush of rich,,
ripe, passionate blood provokes the admi-
ration of men. The Dona Juana wag
none of this. On the contrary, she dc-ca-

known as La Rubla, for her hair
was fair, worn In two short braided
tresses, during the day. bound together
at the ends with a bright blue ribbon;

In his father's place of business In Milk
street, Cheapslde

Though his father was well-to-d- o and
could have given his son a "soft job" In
the firm, no such good luck was in store
for him.

"You will lenrn all the details of the
trade, Joe," said fathci to oung Cnam-brrlal- n

the first da"v he entered the place,
"from making a pair of shoes up to keep-
ing a set of bodks."

It was not long before the future states-
man found himself seated on a typical
shoemakers nenh. wltti awl and needle
In hand, making a crude pair of shoes un-
der the direction of his father's foreman.
"When he had learned to make shoes per-
fectly he was transferred to another de-

partment of the bLslnrss.
Joseph Chamberlain, the elder, was a

man of indomitable will, and as "hard as
nails" in driving a bargain or carrying out
his own "plans. He had succeeded in
business to the extent of becoming master
of the Cordwainers' Company practically
head of the shoemaklng buslnesss-an- d hL
was not a man to see any excuse f6r the
failure even of one of his own sons

One of the earliest lessons impressed
upon j"oung Chamberlain was the fact
that he would have to be "worth his salt,"
If he expected to remain a member of the
firm.

Lnniel's son, 'William, left Laycock.and
began as a cordwalncr In London. He
nnd his two sons became prosperous mer-
chants. The "father of the Co'onial Secre-
tary is tho grandson of the William Cham-
berlain who went to London In the early
part of the list century. So, Chamberlain
comes by his trade honestly and deserves
credit for being proud of It.

"When yourg Chamberlain had boon two
5 ears learning the shoemaklng business,
his father became interested in certain

and her throat, white and polished as
pearl, set off the more brilliantly hor
fresh, rosy face, with Its large, loving,
Innocent blue eyes. But her arm! "Heav-
ens! ' said the swells "what an arm!
Was anv thing so exquisite ever before
seen!"

As La Rubla leaned In guileless free-
dom, every afternoon, over the blue and
gold cushion, her beautiful arm, with
the evening privilego of the occasion,
shone forth in Its delicate tint of rose
pearl, and the innocent freedom of daz-
zling beauty all over the world. Some-
times the hand supported the queeply
little head; at others it hung down over
the bright satin lambrequin, as if invit-
ing worship, which, whether received con-
sciously or pot, was dally rendered In
full share. This arm. tapering fxom the
full, round, voluptuous shoulder to the
fine wrist, was adorned with a laughlngJ
uimpic, uy me way, ana enaca in a nana
somewhat broad In the palm. In the
Judgment of scrawny maidens; but the
tapering, dimpled fingers of which was,
each of them, a beauty in itself. ,

In a week La Rubla h,ad become the
current theme of the clubs, every man
of which passed her balcony dally in the
hour of her recreation and threw her
"floras" from lip and finger-ti- p. If she
never resented the offering nor even
seemed averse to such notice, still she
never responded after the gracious man-
ner of Lima.

"She is as cold as the crown of the
Mlsti," said Don Euloglo Sevilla, "As
pure," eald Don Manuel Caldcron, "not
as cold; no woman can be cold with that
complexion. She Is absorbed; her heart
is doubtless among the valleys of Cas-tU-

One man never discussed lier; he lis-
tened to all that was said; sometimes he
bestowed on the speaker an expression of
withering pity. He was not an attractive
man to lopk at as men go; he had passed
the age of fifty, was tall, thin, and carried
high, for he was remarkably erect, a
sharp, red nose, under which grew a
meagre, rank, weeping moustache,
through the wire of which, one got
glimpses of three or four long, blackened
snags that stood for teeth. Ills .hair grew
low upon his brow, showing, with his
enormous backhead the man of, will and
tireless energy. This was the Colonel of
Cavalry. Don Martin Lopes, in battle
cool, fearless. Invincible. In peace not fit
to be at large; a reckless gamester, a cruel
and unjust husband, now deserted by a
lovcable and beautiful wife; a false friend,
an Intriguing debauchee.

IL
More than a month had passed and not

one of the members of La Union, the
"swell" club of the city, could boast a
recognition from La Rubla. Night had
come and the gathering of Lima's elite in
the elegant club-roo- over against the
Cathedral: the conversation ran mto its
regular channel for these days, and be-
trayed the general conviction that La
Rubla's heart was absent. One, had seen
her on the street in the gown and black
leather belt of a penitent of La Merced.

y jcsw i vi z - 'oac . g -- xci&r . immt-mm- sammr
iliiiiifiill ffl

J i v 'iw.is m, ft itf ynnrttffxrtjjryfjfrrwrwrtfrv

patent rights In wooden screws.
There patents had been secured for Eng-

land by Jpeeph Nettleturd, of Birmingham,
who had married Martha Chamberlain,
aunt of joung Joseph Chamberlain. The
youthful shoemaker, who had dis-
played while under his father's watchfulce considerable business ability his skill
In making successful purchases for the
firm bemg most noticeable was sent down
lo Birmingham to take charge of his
father's Interest in the new business of
making screws.

The ecrew manufactory had .to be built
up before Jt would begin to pay a profit,
and it was at Birmingham that Chamber-
lain spent some of tho most strenuousyear of his life. His father and couein
were furnishing the money for the new
business, but the. principal responsibility
of making it return dividends devolved
upon Chamberlain's shoulders.

Chamberlain has described the condi-
tion of the Birmingham hardware manu-
facturers during these daya He says:

"Birmingham manufacturers in those
davs not unfrequently worked side by .side
with their men, and sometimes with

"But what a glorious figure! "What a. sup-
erb bust! "What a royal carriage!1 "What
modest indifference to men!" No one had
seen her at the opera, but every morning
a score of young men awaited her retire-
ment from early mass, In the plazuellta
of San Pedro, where she was constant.

In the midst of this gossipy chat, Don
Manuel Calderon appeared, held the dobr
ajar an Instant, craned his neck to peer
about the room and then, shutting the
door behind him, advanced a step, leaned
forward, placed a forefinger on his Up and
a&kcd: "Has Colonel Lopez been here this
evening?" No. the Colonel had not yet
arrived. "Dlos mlo! HOos. what do you
think? "What I say la the truth. I have
seen the Infernal plcaro walk homer Irom
early mass this morning, with La Rubla."

A moan Ewcpt over the company; a
moan made up of oaths, groans and hiss-
ing, 'Oh! she was superb! She looked
heavenly," added Don Manuel.

"She can only be safe In Plura,'J de-

clared an anxious clubman.
"Safe In Plura?" growled Don Manuel;

"then she must go soon, seeing that fas-

cinating beast ha her In his fangs. Dlos
mlo! was there ever a thing like it?"

"While the young man talked of Col-w- as

the first to address him, which he
did with polite congratulation? on hl3
appointment, Then be added, "Make me
your Adjutant, my Colonel. I need' the
climate of Plura."

"Nothing will give' me greater pleasure.
Say you will accept It, I name you this
night"

"Accept It, my Colonel? indeed I will;
try me."

"Very well, Don Manuel, you will be my
Adjutant; meet me at tho mlnlaterlo. at
noon tomorrow. Good night, gentlemen;
shall we Mendoza?".

It was already past midnight, when the
Colonel and his victim left the salon of
the Club de la Union.

III.
The Department of Plura is the north-

ernmost ot tne Republic of Peru. Its
capital, bearing tho same name. Is the
first capital established by the conquering
Pisarro, and the city from whlch he
marched on the expedition to Cajamarca
and the capture of the Inca Atahualpa. It
Is In tho valley of a riv er from the Andes,
and in this time of writing was reached by
traversing, in the Baddle, W miles of arid
pampa, a desert of dreary solitude, where
the only excitement was in meeting the
bandits, who waylaid unguarded passen-
gers from the steamers arriving at thj
port.

To this place, then, was sent tho Co'o-n- el

Martin Lopez, In charge of the Pre-
fecture. To suppose he had .sought the
position that he might gain possession of
La Rubla Is the pucrllo thought of those
young men of society who knew him for
his worst nature and jealousy Ignored
his having any other or better side.

The truth Is. this man cared for no wo-
man not dlstlnotb In his way. But. In his
way and beautiful, they said meant
"doomed." He had but one ambition,
and that he shared with every officer of
a Spanish-Americ- an Army, v who has
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members of their family In their own
dvvelllng-hous- e or-'I-

n ma.11 premises at-- '

taobed t it When ;hcbigger men" beganJ
to use steam power instead ot nana moon
only, such small qwners could not com-
pete" with them. and. falling out of the
ranks of employers, many of them ob-
tained work s foremen and overlookers
Gradually most of the small firms disap-
peared as the factories became larger."

Chamberlain has bsen severely attacked
by the London press again and again lor
his part in forming a speelea of early

, trust amone the Birmingham manufac--
turers of screws. By making various com- - j

with other concerns besides his
Iblnatlons was enabled to advance j

of screws, and to "freeze out" J

. the smaller manufacturers, j
I Chamberlain has been openly accused in J

I so many wefrds of "securing a monqpoly i

LA "RUBIA
reached the rank of Colonel; he craved
command.

Being neither Intellectual In his tastes
or endowments nor highly educated, his
repertory of enjoyment was limited; but
he had the hearty cordiality which makes
the tone of camps. To the reputation of
warrior, whose story was written by the
onel Martin Lopez and the beautiful crea-
ture threatened by h!3 art3, they kept a
prudent eye on the door of the salon, lia-
ble to be opened at any moment, by that
formidable officer.

It was already approaching midnight,
and tl?e gentlemen of the club were set-
tled In their various games of rccamber
(Spanish whist) and tlmbarimba (throw-
ing dice), and were silent If they'had not
ceased to think of La Rubla, when tho
door opened and the Colonel of Cavalry
marched in, more commanding than ever.
They owore there .vas triumph In his lit-
tle sharp eye and brisk step as he en-

tered, accompanied by an elderly man,
whcee physiognomy betrayed his descent
from the moorish Jews of Spain. Instant-
ly the playing ceased and every man came
forward to salute the Colonel and his
guest. "This gentleman," said he, "Is
Senor Mendoza of Plura. now in the Cap-
ital with his charming daughter." Then
turning- - to his companion, "Your accom-
plished daughter has quite turned the
heads of my young friends here. She is
queen of hearts In this club, sir."

"Ah, gentlemen," said La Rubla's fath-
er, "sne Is quite too young for your ad-

miration. You have seen her only from a
distance, I am sure. You flatter us too
much."

The young men crowded around old
Mendosa, while tho Colonel withdrew to
the newspaper.

It is wonderful the Interest that at-

taches to an ugly old man, who happens
to be the father of a desirable woman,
even wlth the prospect that she may one
day come to look like him. But with all
their arts at angling, no man in all that
assembly, met the hospitable salutation
of the polite Spaniard, "Ml casa es a la
disposition de Vd," (my house Is at jour
disposition). Evidently the fathef knew
how precious and coveted was the jewel-i-

that house.
Don Manuel Calderon ventured to ask

the old man when he would, go to Plura.
Mendoza cocked his head on one side,
opened his arms with extended palms,
shrugged his shoulders and answered,
"qulcn sabe.?" I am at tho orders, of
the Prefect.

"What;, exclaimed Don Manuel, "is
he then Jn Lima, the Prefect of Plura?"

"Ah, my friend has not then told you?
The splendid old soldier, always modest.
Tho Colonel Martin Lopez was this day
commissioned to be Prefect of Plura."

Calderon started to his fest. This was
plainly 'cold-blood- strategy to gain con-
trol of an Innocent girl. But the oung
man's returned to him at
once: and lighting a clgarlto, he sat down
again, resuming hlsconversatlon with the
father of La Rubla

Colonel Lopez finished his paper and

by questionable dodges'," and one of the
stories going the rounds Is to-t- he effect
that he hsTdmade his fortune out of an- -
UtllCt S 11IVCUUUU.

"When Chamberlain first went Into the
business of making screws, it was In the
days before these useful articles had
pointed ends. The screws all being blunt
at the tip. It was necessary that a sepa-
rate hole should be bored before the screw
would operate.

A young man in Chamberlain's employ
eo the story run, one day suggested that'
the screws should have ends to them like
the points of a. gimlet. The Inventor first
showed, his. plans and drawings to Cham-
berlain.

Chamberlain .kept the drawings for some
time, and secretly had some screws made
after the young inventor's model. These
ecrews worked like a charm, and Cham- -

BY

joined the circle about Mendoza. Calderon
aword In blood, he added that suave gen-
tleness In the presence of woman which
she esteems a tribute to her majesty.
Ugly as he was he seemed to her raised
about the plane of earth, and If she knew
his character and thought him a beast, he
was at the least a lion.

The Colonel's ambition was to command;
to be a Prefect Is the next best thing to
the President's Cabinet and more sought,
because It leaves the officer free from the
annoyances of interpellations and votes of
"no confidence." A department lies at the
Prefect's feet. "We have nothing like it
rave, perhaps, the military governor of
conquered possessions.

j Twelve months had passed since Men- -
uuia turn ma ueuuuiui uaugnter uau ar-
rived at Plura with the companionship of
the Colonel Prefecto. La Rubla had be-

come only a charming memory -- In Lima,
like the undefined pleasure left in the
soul by a sweet aroma. Meantime, the lit-
tle northern city was beside Itself in her
worship; even the women declared her
"mul slrapatlca," and gave fetes In her
honcr. Every mother and sister of a

bachelor determined on La Rubla
to bo a daughter or sl3ter.

For with her marvelous beauty were
produence and artlessness, to say nothing
of her piety, which was rigorous1. She
was at the altar every morning before 6;
also, she went to confession and took the
sacrament promptly every month. But
yet La Rubla permitted herself no in-
timacy with any one, save the Colonel
Prefect, and him she called Padrlno, treat-
ing him unreservedly before the world
with affectionate confidence. If she 4

smiled on any other man In the presence
of her mother, it wa3 certainly the Adju-
tant, Calderon, who was seriously in love
and hoped, by biding his time, to win
her in honorable marriage.

But the Prefect was not altogether
pleased In his apparent possession of the
woman, whom everybody coveted. Sho
jodo In the pampa with him and alone,
to be sure, but he could never draw her
into tL tetp-n-tpt- A thorp Shi sppmif! thn

j mosf accomplishsed coquette he had yet
encountered In a long life of conquests in
Just such fields. It looked as if he wero
at last to meet the woman who would
avenge her sex. She rode like an amazon;
her horse, a thoroughbred Arabian staU
lion, was her guardp and would havo
slain any other animal coming near him
when she was on his back. In vain the
Prefect begged her to ride another and
so let their pasuo be more tranquil. At
home she had always the protecting pres-
ence of her mother, and no cajolery of
the master of arts availed with that pru-
dent woman to leave her charge In his
keeping He suspected also the designs
of the Adjutant, who, he plainly enough
saw, attracted the girl's regard. And yet
the Colonel Martin Lopez succeeded in
conveying to her a ring, which had al-

ready been worn by a dozen other beau-
ties, and was paraded by La Rubla on
all occasions; a ruby surrounded by
pearls.

Every evening the Mendoza salon was
filled with the admirers of the young wo

, berlaln at once saw that the Invention
was an extremely valuable one.

It is said that he reported to the invent-
or that the Idea was not particularly val-
uable, as It would necessitate the making
of entirely new machinery throughout all
the screw-makin- g factories Jn England.
He offered the inventor, however, 60 ($300)
for hls-enti- re rights.

Under the circumstances, and In view
of the discouraging aspect which Cham-
berlain had shrewdly placed on the gimlet
screw idea, the Inventor gladly accepted
the terms.

Not Over Grateful.
Thereupon patents were Immediately

taken out for the device, and aa soon as
the new screws were put on the market,
Nettlefold and Chamberlain began to re-
ceive so many orders for screws that they
could not be filled, even though all the
machines in the factory were kept work-
ing day ancf night. "Within six months
Chamberlain's firm practically controlled
the screw-makin- g business of England.

Those who delight fn attacking the char
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man; men came to pay her court; girls,
with their aunts and mothers, to learn her
graces. La Rubla was affable and polite,
never gay, it s true, but rather serious.
Yet she danced, dellclously and her songs
were glorious.

In all the city there was but one re-
flection. "Ah, that such a being should
be the victim of the Colonel Prefect:"
Yet no one dared to say a word of caution
to her or to her parents. "Was he not the
Prefect? That stood for all. To cross his
path men knew meant ruin or worse.

At this time the Prefect of Plura was
sorely beset by the misdeeds of a bandit
In the desert of Palta; a Zambo who for
months had defied every stratagem to
capture him, and whose hands, red with
blood, .were also Illumined with much coin
of the republic. "What with his campaign
against the citadel of La Rubla's good-
ness and his war to capture the bandit,
known to the couxttry as "El Diablo Ne-
gro," the Prefect was a very busy man.
Yet he had time to see that the Adjutant
was In his way, Jf not making great head,
or rather heart.

rv;
It was morning at the prefectura. Ihe

Adjutant, Don Manuel Calderon, with a
Sergeant, two Corporals and ten men of
the mounted guard, waited In the Patio to
receive final orders from the Prefect ior
an ambuscade of El Diablo Negro and
his capture or death.

" Tis a queer freak," said the young
officer, as he rodo away at the head of
his squad. "There's more than one devlt
in It; ho went to early mass this very
morning, and came home with that poor
child before light; he's deep and she Is
infatuated." And then he suaaeniy
pricked up his horse and started the troop
into a trot.

If, as the Adjutant suspected, the Pre-
fect was in any plot beyond the earnest
business of the day in the cause of or-

der, when he sent off his Lieutenant, no
one could have guessed It from his con-

duct. He cleared up the morning's cor-
respondence, took his second breakfast at
llr and then an hour of siesta In his
hammock. After that ne nad Pis bath
and dressed, as usual. At 1 o'clock. It
became apparent that he was ready for
something out of the common routine
of duty, for he took restive note of his
watch, walked to tho great gate of the
Zaguan, looked up and down the deserted
narrow street, lying, under the noonday
sunshine of the torrid zone, as silent as
any other In the small hours that follow
midnight; muttered, a rare thing with
him. a little oath of impatience, and re-
turned to his quarters.

He entered his library and pretended
to settle down to a book; then he treated
himself to a glas3 of Moquegua, crossed
his hands behind his back, and paced
the floor. "Holy Mary," he muttered, "Is
she fooling me? She dally walks this
way at noon. "Why not today?" Again
he crossed the patio and queried the
silent street, .which gave him back no
answer; then returned to his library and
drank another glass of wine. "Ah! well,"
he said, "perhaps the old woman Is
watching her, poor little prisoner:" He

acter of the Colonial Secretary have con-
stantly asserted that even after he had
made a vast fortune from the adoption of
the gimlet-poi- nt idea he failed to aid the
inventor, or even to keep him employed at
fair wages. "Whether this, story be true
or pot, the fact remains that Chamber-
lain did make his vast fortune, estimated
at about $10,000,000, by introducing the gimlet-p-

ointed screw. It is also a fact that ho
did not Invent this idea, but purchased
the patent outright at a very low price.

The friends of Chamberlain, In defend-
ing him, say that he improved his oppor-
tunity as many other men have done be-

fore and slnco his time. The Inventor
should, they say, have Icept a sharp look-
out for his own interests, and he" would
have obtained good value for Ills remark-
ably simple and effective device.

In 1865, 11 years after Chamberlain had
gone Into the ecrew-makln- g business, his
firm was manufacturing SO.000 gross of
screws out of the 1SO.O0O gross then being
turned out weekly In Birmingham. An
oversight in judgment on the part of the
Chamberlain firm ex this time was their
failure to secure patent rights In other
countries then England.

As a consequence, America, Russia,
Germany and Franco began to cut into the
profits of the Chamberlain Arm. Desplto
competition, however. Chamberlain and
Nettleford obtained, a large percentage
of trade and managed to hold it througn-o- ut

many years. The great firm, of Nettle-for- d,

Limited, now represents the Cham-
berlain interests, and does one of the larg-
est businesses In, England.

This firm not only made screws, but
also corkscrews, button hooks, picture
rings and other articles. The Nettlefold-Chamberla- in

combine or trust has ab-
sorbed several of the largest manufactur-
ing concerns in England.

Toole Up Local Politics.
He began, at this time, to tako great

Interest In local politics, joining tho Lib-
eral Asociation of Birmingham. In
1865 he took an active Interest over the
agitation of Gladstone's reform bilL

Chamberlain made his first Important
political speech in 1S67. at the aga of
3L In this speech he made some bitter
sarcastic remarks, comparing' his oppo-

nents to quack medicine men. From that
time on Chamberlain's speeches have been
full of virile personalities.

He is a. vigorous debater, quick to take
advantage of any opening even the most
minute in tha enemy's ranks. His utter-
ances often descend to remarks which
startle conservative, dignified debaters.

In 1S59 Chamberlain became a member
of the Birmingham Corporation, a posi-
tion corresponding to that of an American
alderman. In. 188-- he became president
of the Board of Trade.

Chamberlain and his brothers at one
time owned outright an island In the
South Seas. The Colonial Secretary had
considerable property In the Bahamas,
which was controlled by hib son Nevillo
Chamberlain. It has been said that the
possession of these personal Chamberlain
'colonies" were the first Influences which
directed the Colonial Secretary toward his
British expansion policy. He has been
ambitious to see England sole owner and
ruler of as much property outside of Eng-
land as possible.

Chamberlain's connection with the Boer
"War Is too recent history to require narra-
tion here. That he was Instrumental in
bringing about the Jameson raid, and the
whitewashing of the brother cf Cecil
Rhodes, and Indeed of Rhodes himself, Is
well known.

The personality of Chamberlain Is a
striking one. He Is tall, weighs about
190 pounds, is angular of person and has
a ferret-lik- e visage. The monacle which
ho Invariably wears In his right eye, and
the flower which Juts from his button-
hole, combined with his immaculate linen
and fashionable attire, give him. the ap-
pearance of a typical dandy.

But Mr. Chamberlain's dandified ap-
pearance Is merely a sort of cloak to dis-
arm, suspicion. He Is a fighter, "When
he gets up to reply and opens the batter-
ies of his vicious oratory, he always says
something that counts. Mr. Balfour
knows this better than any other man.

Chamberlain's "fine clothes and natty
make-u- p correspond in a measure to
Caesar's loosely fitting girdle. "Beware of
the young man,' says Sylla in
referring to Caesar; and the modern Sjlla
might have well exclaimed years ago,
"Beware of the monocled Chamberlain."

W. B. NORTHROP.
(Copyright, 1S02.)

SEARS C E.

listened to a sound of the tramp of his
returning troop. "And here comes that
damned Adjutant, to interrupt me; may
the devil catch that fellow."

He had barely the house
when Don Manuel. In heavy boots, with
clanging spurs and sword, went noisily
Into the Sala, where he was confronted
by the Prefect "So soon returned, Don
Manuel?"

"Yes, my Colonel, and with the dead
body of El Diablo Negro; my horse wa3
better than his; but I was forced to kill
him to make the capture."

The Prefect forgot his disappointment
In his Joy at this Important capture, aad
Cordially embraced the Adjutant. They
walked together to the corridor; and
there lay the corpse of the bandit on the
pavement. The patio wa3 filled with the
populace and citizens, come to congratu-
late the Prefect and one another on their
luck in being rid of the black wretch.

"After all the cry. El Diablo Negro 13

a white man," said the Prefect; "take off
his mask." A Sergeant in one motion
tore off together the hat, black wooley
wig, false beard and mask, revealing a
mass of shining blond hair, bound close
to the head by a bright blue ribbon.

The Prefect started, sprang towards
the body, muttering, "Dlog mio!" and
turning toward the Adjutant, saw that
officer staggering for support against a
column of the corridor. When Colonel
Martin Lopez had recovered his self-contr-

he ordered a Corporal to take off
the gloves. The left hand held the ring
that he had placed on the finger of La
Rubla. Then he turned to the old Chola,
his housekeeper, and gave her dlrectlors
about the body, to prepare It decently
for the house of her parents.

The blond, El Diablo Negro, what was
left of him, was taken In tendorly and
lain upon a cot In the sala, for the serv-
ices of the women, of whom the room
was soon filled, to witness, when they
could not help. The Colonel-Prefe- ct and
his Adjutant went Into the library.

Suddenly a cry arose among the wo-
men; all poured forth from the house
In haste and tied across the corridor Into
the patio, covering their faces with their
mantas or their hands. The Adjutant en-
tered the sala, but presently returned to
the Prefect. "Senor PrCecto," said he,
"I have sent soldiers to replace the wo-
men In caring for La Rubla."

"What do you mean, sir?" demanded
the Prefect. "What new barbarity 13

this? Common soldiers to care for the
poor dead body of a beautiful woman!
What an accursed shame to you!" In the
impatience of his hot temper he sprang
to the door of the sala and rushed in
to drive away the soldlere, but instantly
returned without disturbing them. Ha
was pale, but said not a word; only, he
walked to his cabinet and drank off a
glass of the white brandy of Moscatel.

When the body had been made ready,
the soldiers lifted the cot and boro It
away from the Prefectura.

'Safe at last from the Colonel'" mut-
tered tho Adjutant "What an Illusion!
At least, I am not ashamed of loving
what I thought I loved."


