' CGAREER OF ]

OSEPH CHAMBERLAIN

——

FROM SHOEMAKER TO LEADER OF AN
EMPIRE & HOW HE MADE HIS FORTUNE

OM shosmaker to leader of an Em-
pire—that, In a word, sums up the
. career of the Right Honorabls Jo-

#seph Chamberinin, present Colonial Secre-
tary of England,

But had Joseph Chamberisin “stuck to
bis last,” ms all good shoemakers are sup-
possd to do, it Is doubtful if the world st
Jarge ever would have heard of him,

It was not from making shoes that
Chamberiain won name and fortune. The
lucky purchasa of an invention for put-
ting points on screws gave the English
stateaman the upward thrust which won
him & place—perhaps not kn enviable obe—
on the pinnacle of Fame,

*The man who mnde the Boer war'—
s W. T. Stead, editor of the Review of
Reviews. has calied Chamberinin—began

is business career !n the year 1562 as &
member of the firm of “J. Chamberiain &
Son, wholesale boot and shoe merchants,”
8t B Mlk street, a iittle aliey-like thor-
oughinre in London just off Cheapuide,
two biacks from St. Paul's Cathedral

The futurs Colonlal Secretary of the
British Empire then was In bhis 16th year,
snd his dreams of empire-bullding—if he
had any—extended Hitde beyond the shoe-
mnaker's bench in his father's shop.

Mr. Chomberialn wes born at Cumber-
well, a Jdivision of Bouth London In 1832
and received the rudiments of hiz educa-
tion at a little viiage schoal almost ad-
soining his home. He sttended this school
until kis 5th year, when the family
moved to the north of London, From his

Sth to his 16th year, Chamberiain attend- |

the Rev. Arthur Johnsot's schosl In
Cananbury Bguare. Londdon. completing hia
educstion at the University Coliege Behool

ed

s First Shrewd Move.

Thoese who have situdled Chamberlain's
school days have falled to find anything
remorkable about the youthful scholer st
thia period. He heid a medium place In
his clase, never achleved any scholastie
triumpha, and his enly Indication of his
futurs abliity was 2 falriy good omatory
at debate.

It = on record thet ke was a good hand

at drivipg & bargain: snd quick te take |
advantage of mny opportunity to Ilmprove |

his material condltion.
of how the fature
“‘managct” an
Ialn, whe was arhitrater-in o fAght,
n eoricket outflt through
Wufling

Here I the storr: Two of
Inin's schnol comranions got into a dlspute
reer come paints at cricket. The corickst |
nutfit Belonged to one of the boye The
point wea referred to young Chamberisin |
&» arbitrator, There was a great deal of
fl-feeiing on both esides Chamberlalin
took Lthe ericket outfit and sald he would
decifle the maticr In & few dayn. In the
meantime, the two cambatants came to !
blows. and “foaght out” their difficulties,
witer which they shook nands snd ““made
#p” Both (hen asked Chamberiain to re-
store the ericketl outfit, as they had be-
come friends,

Chamberiain

won

was much larger than
either of the others, and this was the de-
cision he rendered: “As you have gecided
tRe matter yoursell, aflter putting ma to o |
lot of trouble, I shall keep the cricket out-
£t for my palns™

Went Enrly to Work.

This incldent throws a great deal of light |
on the I(nnar charncter of Chamberlain. |
It was a foreshadowing. in & measure, of
his policy In the Boer war, particulariy of
the part he took In the famous Jamegon
reid: n practical Nestration of
Pl - The sood old role, the simple plan

That he shouid take who har the power:
And bs stould keap whe can

In thaose dnys, a youth destined. sa wits

Chamberialn, {or a commercial oareer had part of the jam o

A stofy Is related |
Coioala! Becretary I
nfalr wherchy Chamber-

aheer force of I.

Chambher-

| couid have given his son a

| partment of the bus

| spon soung Chamberinin
that he would have tn he “worih his sale,™ |

;benn RE A
| and his twop gons becames prosperogs mer-
|c'.'~.un:s
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in his father's place of busipess in Milk

street, Cheapside

Though his father was well-to-do and
“saft isb™ In
the firm, no such good luck was
for him ’
“Tou wTl learn all the detalls of the
trad oo sald fathdr o0 young Cham-
beriain the firet didy he cntered the place

“frem making a palr of shocs up to keep-
fing a set 1

of bonls™
It was 2ot jong before the future states-
man found himself seated on a typleal

shoemakers witsy ! nevdle

fie aw! pod

lin band, making a crude palr of shocs un- |

der thé dircotion of his father's foremsn
When he had learned 1o make shocs per-
fectly he was tran rred to anether de-
ICER,

Joseph Chamber the elder, was @
man of indomitabie will, and ss “hasd a9
naiis” in driving a bargain or carrying out
Kl own plann, He had sveeeaded In
business to the extent of becoming master
of the Cordwailners’ Company—practically

in atore |

1

i
|

head of the shoemakiog business—and be |
WAS N0t 4 mMAn o M0 any excuse for :1‘:?‘:

faliure even of one of his own sons
One of the earilest LWussons impressed
was the fact

If he expected to remaln & member of the

firm. : -
Lariel's som, WiHliam, left Laycock.and
cardwalncr In Londun, He

Tha father of the Colonial Beere-
tary Is the grandson of the Wiillam Cham.
beriain who went to London in the earty

Iry 0, Chamberiain

kis collegiate days shortened as much as COMER by his trade honestly and descrves

Chamberiain received no further scheol-

ng alter his I8th year, but went to work ' hie father became Interested in osrtain | with

eredit for being provd of It

1 And 1t was gt Blrmingham that Chamber- |
most sStrenuous |

' on of the

When yourg Chamberiain had been two |

yYears Jearning the shoemaking business,

| Aunt of young Joseph Chamberialn,

patent rights in wooden servws,

These patenta had been seoured for Eng-
lang by Joseph Nettletura, of Blrmingh
who had marricd Martha Chamberiain,

The
youthiul shoemaker, who hnd
played while under his father's watchful
c¥e comnmlderable business abillty—hia akill

making succesaful purchases for the
firm belng most potiesable-
[0 Birmingham to take
father's interest iIn the
mAaking screwa.

The gcrew ma
. before §t won

cbarge of
new business of

nfdctory had.to be bufit
{4 begin to pay A prafit,

Isin enent some of the
yeurs of his lfe, Hip father and cousin
were furnlabing the maney for the new
business, but (he principal
of making return divid
upon Chamberlain's sboulders,
Chamberinin Fas described
Birmingham haniware manua-
facturere during these 4 He pays:
“Birmingham manufncturers thoee
days pot unfrequently worked pide by side
thelr 'men, and sometimes with

1t

fotida devolved

“p

an

wey sent doawn
his |

responsibliity |

the condi. |

e Earhest Portmalh
jef-am.ﬁu-i_,;ﬁ
Tohen gt 88

am, |

die- |

dwelling-houss or“in gmall promises at-

to use steam power Inttead of hand labor

enly, such small gwners could not com- |

pets with them and. falllng ocut of the
ranks of emplayers, many of them ab-
tained work as foremen and overicokers
Graduzlly most of the small frms disap-
poared an the factoriea Decame larger.™
Chamberialn lias bren seversly atlscked
by {he London preay agaln snd agnin for
his part in forming a speeles of early
trost
| turers of norews. BY making various com.
binationa with other conterne besides hia
owan, Chambeérialn was enabledl to advance
| the price of seraws, and to “freeze.out™
' nearly all the ermaller manufaciuress
| Chamberiain has been openly accused In
i a0 many words of “securing m mongpoly

| polnted énds,

1

Old 4nd More Sorp s
which Chamberly

’mmhn of thelr family In thelr awn I by questiopable dodges.” and eme of the

stories going the rounds is to the effect

tagbed 19 it ‘When the bigger men began-| that he hid smade his fortyne out of an-

olther's invention.
When Chamberlaln first went iato the

|

business of muking ecrews, It was In the |

days before these wuseful articles had
The acrews all being blunt
At the tip, It wan necessary that a sepa-

rate hole should be bored before the screw

| would operate.

amogg the Hirmingham munufac- |

A young man {n Chamberiain‘s employ.
e the =story rune, one day suggesied (hat
the screws shoild have ends to them lke
the pointe of & gimlet. The Inventor fAnst
showed bis plans and drawings to Cham-

| beriatn

Chambsrinin kept the drawings for some
time, and secretly had someé screws mads
afier the youug Inventor's model. These

+ #erews worked like a charm, and Cham.

|
|
|
|

¢ from fytter of
inmade his forfune

L]
berialn at once saw that the Invention
Was an extremely valuabla one,

It s sald that he reported to the invent-
or that the ldea was not particularly wal-
uwable, na it would necessitate the making
of entirely new machinery throughout all
ihe porew-making factories n England,
He offared the inventor, wever, £00 ($300)
for his entite rights,

Under the clrcumstances, and In view
nf the discouraging nspect which Cham-
berlaln hed shrewdly placed on the gimlet
ocrew [dea, the Inventor gladly accopted
the terma.

Not Over Gratefal
Thereupon patents were |(mmediately
aken cut for the device, and as soon as
the new screws were put on the market, k
Nettlefold and Chamberiale began (o re-
cHlve 30 many orders for screws that they
could mot be fAlled, even though all the
machines fo the factory were kept work-
Ing day and night. Within six months
Chamberiain's firm practically controlled
ths sorew-making business of England.

Those who delight | attacking the char.

acter of the Colonjal Secretary have con.
stantly asseried that even after he hail
made & vast fortune from the adoption of
the gimlet-point idea he falled to ald th

invantor, or even to Xeep him employed ot
falr wages, Whether thila story be trum
or not, the fact remalns that Chamber-
lain aid make his vast fortune, estimatcd
at about 50000000, by introducing the gim.
let-pointed screw. It iw also a fact that he
did not Invent this ldes, but purchassd
ths patent outright at a very low price

The friends of Chamberlnin, In defend-
ing him, say tha: he improved hia oppo
tunilty as many other men have done bhe
fore and asince his time. The Imvenior
should, they say, have kept w sharn !ook
out for his own Iinterests, and he would
bave ohtained good value for his remari-
ably simple and effsctive device,

In 1885, 11 yéars after Chamberinin had
Eons Into the screw-making business his
frm was manufecturing 20000 grous of
screwns out of the 18000 gross then belng
tumad out weakly in Blrmingham. An
overvight In judgment on the part of the
Chamberialn Arm at this time was their
fallure to secyre patent rights in other
countries than England.

As a comsequence, America, Russla,
Germany and France bagan to cut Into the
profits of the Chamberiain firm. Despite
ocompetition, however, Chamberlain and
Nettleford obtalned, a large percentage
of trade and managed to hold it through-
out many years, The great firm of Nettla-
ford, Limitsd, now represents the Cham-
beriain Interests, and does one of the larg-
est businesses in England.

This frm not only made scrows, but
alsc borkscrews, button hooks, piotura
rings and other articlss. The Nettlefold-
Chamberiain combine or trust has ab-
sorbed several of the largest manufactur-
ing concerns In England.

Took Up Looal Politics.

He began, at this time, to take great
interest in local politics, joining the Lid-
eral Asociation of Birmingham. In
186 ha took an active intarest over tha
egitation of Gladstone's reform MIL

Chamberiain made his first !mportant
political spoech In 187, at the age of
3. In this spesch he made some bitter
sarcastic remarks comparing his oppo-
nenta to quack medicing men. From that
time on Chemberlain's spsechies hava been
full of virlle personalitisa

He s a vigorous debater, quick to take
advantage of any opening—even the moat
minute—in tha enemy's ranks. His utter-
mncea often descend to remarks which
startie conmervative, dignified Jebaters,

In 156 Chamberlaln became a member
of the Birmingham Corporation, s posi-
tion correspoading to that of an Americ
alderman. In 1384 he became president
of the Board wf Trade.

Chamberiain and bhis brothers at ona
time owned outright an sland In the
South Seas. The Colonlal Becretary had
considerable property In the Bahamas,
which was controlled by his son Neville
Chamberiain. It has been sald that the
possession of thess personal Chamberlain
‘colonies’ were the firat Influences which
directed the Colonlal Secretary toward his
Eritlsh expansion polley. He has been
ambitious to s2e England sole owner anil
ruler of as much property outside of Eng-
land an possible.

Chamberiain’s connection with the Boer
War s too recent history to require narra-
tion here. That he was instrumental in
bringing about the Jameson rald, and ¢t
whitewashing of the brother of 4
Rhodes, and indeed of Rhoger himself, la
well ¥nown.

The personality of Chamberiain
atriking ome. He is tall, weigha a
190 pounds, s angular of person and
a fervet-like visage. The monacle whic
he invariably wears In his right eye and
the flower which juts fromm his button-
hole, combined with his Immacuizte linen
and fashionable attlre, give bim the Rp-
pearance of a typleal dandy.

But Mr, Chamberizin's dandified ap-
pearance i merely a sort of cloak to dla-
arm suspicion. He is a fighter. When
he getx up to reply and opens the batter-
les of his viclous oratory, he always says
something that counts, Mr. Balfou
knows this better than any other m

Chamberlain's fine clothes and natty
make-up correspond dn a measure
Caesar's loosely fitting girdle. “Beware of
the lll-girdled young man, says Sylla !n
referring to Caesar; and the modern Sylla
might have well exclalmed years ago,
“Beware of the manoclad Chamberlain.™

W. B. NORTHROP.
(Copyright, 1902.)
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BY MAJOR ALFRED F. SEARS C E

IMA, the Capital of n South Amerl-
ean republie, which has known
more sorrow and joy. more public

Epirit and treason, more ignominy mnd |

Rlory, than any other bountry on this |

Western continent; Lima, the Capital o."

L

Peru, has joug glorded in calling itself
the Paris of America. If (hat means to
be the most brillinnt in streets and shopn‘
and salons; the most exacting In theater |
and opera; to own the mogt diamonds on |
the Continent and the finest; to attend
early mass the most rigorously, and co-
quette the most slily in returning from
church: to dance more ravishingly and
giance more scductively than any other |
peopie on earth, then the Caplial of
Peru 18 cerininly the Parls of America
It 1a, moreover, a glad city in ita out-
ward expression, s complexton. It
walls, finlshed hy the hands of Italian
artints in fine stucco, are brilllantly eol:
ored, and cven the iron gratings, that
barricade every lower window of |ts
houses, are designed in tasteful patterns
and gay colors and gllding.

A special feature of a Lima dwelllng
is the baleony. It I true that every
Spanish town of pretense abounds in bail- |
conies, but those of Lima mre peculiar
1o that city. They séem pot to be an in-
tegral part of the edifice, but, liks o
Indy's jewel, ndded polely for shaw. Ex-
tending the wholes front of the great
druwing-rovm and overhanging the street
without support of column or bracket,
from the base up to the window-aill they
are paneied ln gllded moldings and joyous
colors, und above are protected from the
sun's bright giare with zay awnings.
Into these: baicomies the women of Lima
come to see and be seen at a certain time
and discreet distance, for a part of every
day. Not with indecorous intent. bu* be-
cause it Is a pleasant thing and pretty, to
loll' over a crimson cushion upon the
window-2ili and watch the rolling cur-
rent of Jife in the street deiow, during
the coo] houry of the Iate afternocon. Gen-
erous In the display of their brililant
benuty, the Limenas are modest women, |
virtuous wives and fascinating members
of soctety, where their vivacity and in-
telligence make them ng com- |
panions,

More than a score of years have passed |
since, one day, the mative beauty was
solipesed by an unheralded arrival from
Spein, who had come with her parenmts,
they sald, freah from the Innocence of a
Castiilan convent, to joln the home cir- |
ge !a Plura. the most northesn depart-
ment of the republle.

Doma Juana Maria Mendosa was not
one of the ordinary type of Lima belles
They have great, cioguent blagh cyes;
hatr as binck and xlossy as & crow's
wing. oval faced and olive-tinted com-
plexions. through whick a flush of rich,
ripe, passionate bicod provokes the adml-
ration of men. The Dona Juana wans
none of this. On the contrary. she dbo
came known as La Rubla. for bher halr
was falr, wom in two short brajded
tresses, during the day, bound together
et the ends with a bright blue ribbon;

| Judgment

| sharp,

and her throat, white and polished as
pearl, sat off the more brililantiz her
fresh, rosy fmee, with its large, loving,
innocent blus evon. But her arm! “Heayx-
ens!” smld the wwells, “what an arm’
Was anything so -(xquisite ever before
peen!"

As La Rubla jeansd in gulleless free-
dom, every altermoon., over the biue and
gold cushion, her bheautiful arm, with
the evening privilege of the occasion,
shone forth iIn fts delleate tint of rose
poar] and the lnnocent freedom of #ns-
zling beauty all over the world. Bome-
times the hand supported the queenly
Hitls head: at others It hung down over

1
!

|

the brigh! satin lambrequin, as If invit- |

Ing worship, whish, whether received con-
scheuxly or peot, wos dally rendered In
ful: shave. This arm, tapering from the
full, round. voluptugus shoylder to the

fine wrist, was adorned with a laughinge

dimple. by the way, and ended In g hand
somewhat brosd In thée palm, In the
of sorawny maldens: but the
tapering. dimpled fingers of which was,
each of them, & benuty In Itself.

In & weck La Rubla had become the
current theme of the clubs, svery man
of which passed her balcony Gally in the
hour of her recrestion and threw her
“floras” from lip and Anger-tip. If she
never resented the offering nor even
seemed sverse to ruch notice, silil she
never reaponded nfter the gractbus man-
ner of Lima ;

“Bbe Is ms eold as the crown of the
Mistl” eald Don Evlagio Sevilla, *“As
pure” sald Don Manue! Calderon, *‘not
as cold: no woman cant be cold with that
complexion. Ehe Is absorbed; her heart
iz doubtiess among the valleys of Cas-
tlie.”

One man never dlscussed her: he Tis-
tensd to all that was sald: sometimes he
bestowed on the apeakés an expression of
withering pity. He was not as sttcactive
man o lopk al as meg go. he had passed
the age of Afty, was tall, thin, and ecarried
high, for bhe was remarkably eofeet, a
red nose, urnder which grew a4
meagre, rank, weeping moustache,
through the wiree of which, one got
glimpses of throe or four long, Mackennd
snags thal stood for teeth. His halr grew
low upon his bhrow, showing, with his
enormous backhend the man of will and
tireless energy, This wns the Colonel of
Cavairy, Don Martin Lopez. In hattle
cool, feariess, invincible. In penee nol ht
to be at latge; o reckleds gamester, a eroel
and unjust huaband, now deterted by a

| loveable and beautiful wife; & false friend,

an intriguing debauchee.
= IL
More than & month had passed and not

1
|
I
“But what a glovious figure! What a sup-
crb bust! What a royal corriage! Whnat
modest Indiifference (o men!” No ons had
seen Ber &t the opera, Lul every mornng
4 score of younz men awaited ber retire-
ment from early mase, In the plasuelita

of San Pedro, whare she was constant.

in the midst of this gosslpy chat, Don
Manuel Calderon appesred: held the door
aiAr an instant, craned his neek to peer
about the room and then, shutting the
door behind him, mdvanced a step; leansd
forward, placed a forefinger on his Hp and
esked: "Hus Colonel Lopez been here this
evening?™ No. the Colonel had mot yet
arrived. “Dios mio! Hiloa. what do you
think? What I say o the truth. 1 have
seen the Infernu! plonro walk home fiom
early mass this morning, with La Rubta.™

A moan swept over the company: &
moan made up of caths, groans and hiss-
ing, ‘Oh! sbe was superh! She looked
braveniy.” added Don Mantel

“Bhe can only be pafe In Plurm' de-
clared sn anzious clubman,

“Hafe in Plura™ growldd Don Manuel;
“then ehe must go woon, seeing that (as-
cioating beast hae her in his fangs Dios
mio! was thero ever o thing like i7"

While the young man talked of Cal-
waa the first to address him, which he

aid with pelite congratulations &n  his |

Then be added, “Make me

appotntment,
1 necd the

your Adjulant, my Colonel,
climate of Plura.”

“*Nothicg will glve me greater pleasure.
Bay you will accept it, I pame you this
night.™

“Aceept It, my Colenel?

try me.
“Very wall, Don Manusl, you will be my
Adjutant; meet me a2f the minlsteric. at
foon tomorrow, Good nlght, gentiemen;
shall we go Benor MeadozaT’

It was alréady pest midnight, when the
Calonel and his victim left the salen of
the Club d¢ In Union

1L

The Department of Plum Is the north-
emmodt of thé Republle of Peru.
caplial, besricg the sume nitme, M the
first capital established by the conqueriag
Plgarro, and the elty from which he
marched on the expedilion to Cajamnrca
and the capture of the Inca Atahualpa. It
s in the valley of & river foom the Andes,
and in thie time of writing was reached by
traversing, In the sddle, ¥ miles of arid
pampa, n desert of dreary solitade, where
the only exciiemest was In mesting the
bandite, who wayiald unguarded pasaep-
gers from the wisamers arriving at th:
port.

To this place, Lhen, was sent the Colo-
nel Mariin Lopez -in charge of the Pre-
fecturn. To suppote he had sought the

“ndeed 1 will:

oné of the members of la Union, the i position that ke inlght gain posscasion of
awell” <lob of the clty, could boast a { La Rubla i the puerile thought of those

recognition from La Rubla, Night bad
oome and the galbering of Lima's elite in
the elegant club-reoms over ngainst the
Cathedral: the convermstion ram Mto ita
regular chanpel for these days, and be-
traysd the genernl comviction thai La

|

Rubia’s heart was abseat. One had seen |

her on the street in the gown and biack
leather boit of & penitent of La Merced.

youngt men of soclety who knew hlm for
Wis worst nature amd Jealousy ignored
his having any other or betier side.

The truth i, ihls man cared for no wo-
man oot detinctly In Bis way, But, in his
wny and bosutiful. they sald meant
“doomed.” He bhad Ddut one ambition,
snd that he shared with every officer of
&  Spantsh-American Army, - who Das

Its |

reached the rank of Colonel; he craved
command.

Being ncither Intellectual in hie tastes
or endowmenis nor highly educated, bls
repertary of enjoyment was |[boited; but
bhe had the hearty cordiality which makes
the tone of camps. To the reputation of
warrior, whese story wias written by the
onel Martin Lopex and the beautiful crea-
ture threatened by his arts they kept a
prudent eye on the door af the salon, lin-
ble to be opened at any moment, by that
formidable officer.

It was already approaching miinight,
and the gentlemen of tha club were set-

(!Ql:lish whist) and timbarimba (throws.
ing dioe). and were silent (f they had not
ceased to think of La Rubla, when the
door opened and the Colomel of Cavalry
marched in, more commanding than ever,
They awore thire aas triumph ln his IMt-
tle sharp eye spd brisk step as ke en-
tered, accompanied by an elderly man,
whose physiognomy betrayed hia descent
from the moorigsh Jews of Spain.  Tnstant-
Iy the playing ceased and every man came
forward:. to salute the Colopel and his
guest. “"This geptlesnan,” mald bhe, “is
Benor Mendoan of Plura, now In the Cap-
ftal with his charming daughter.” Then
tufning to his companion, “Your accom-
plished daughter has quita turned the

| heada of my young friends here. Bhe is

queesn of hearts in this club, sir.”
“Ah, gentlemen” sald La Bubla's fath-

distance, I am sure. You fatter us too
much."'

The young men crowded around old
Mendoan, while the Colonel wilthdrew to
the newspaper.

It s wonderful the interest that at-
taches to An ugly old man, who happens
to be the father of a desirable woman,

thelr aris at nagling, no man in all that

!
|

E

tied In thelr various games of mocamber |

er, “she o quite too young for your ad- |
miration. You have seem her only from a |

jolnad tha circle about Mendosa. Calbderon
sword in biood, ke ndded that suave gen.
tieness in the presence of woman which
she esteems a tribute to her majesty.
Ugly as he waa he seemed to her ralsed
about the plane of sarth, and If she knew
his eharacter and thought him a beant, he
was at the least a lion

The Colonel's ambition was to command;
to be a Prefect Is the next best thing to
the President's Cablnet and more sought,
because [t leaves the officer free from the
annoyances of interpellations and votes of
“no confidence.” A depunrtment lles at the
Frafeot's fest. We have nothing like It
rAve, perhapa. the military gavernor of
conquered possessions.

Twelve months had passed since Men-
dozn and his beautiful daughter had ar-
rived st Plura with the companionehip of
the Colonel Prefects. La Rubla had be-
come only & charming memory -in Lima,
like the undefined plessure left In
=oul hy » sweel aromia.
tie northern city was beside (tsell in her
worshlp; even the women declared her
“mul simmpatica,” and gave feles In her
honcr. Every mother and sister of a M-
year-old bachelor determined on La Rubla
to he & dnughter or sister.

For with her marvelous beauty were
produence and artiessneas, to say nothing
of her plety, which was rigoroux She
wus 6t the altar every morning befora 6;
alsy, she went to confession and tock the
sacrament prompily every meonth, = But
Yet 1La Rubla permitted herself no In-
Umacy with any ome, save the Colonel
Prefect, and him she called Padrine, treat-
ing bBim unreservedly before the world
with * affectionate confidence. H sha

| amiled on any other man !n the pre=ence

even with the prespect that ahe may one
day come to look Bke him. But whh alj |

aspembly, met the hospliakle salutation |

of the palite Spaniard, “Mi cesa ¢s a i
| flaposition de V4, (my house s at your
 dleposition). Evidently the father knew

how precious and coveted was the jewe)

In that house.

Don’ Manuel Calderon ventured to ask
the ol man when he would g0 to Plura,
| Mendozn cotked his head on one slde,
| cpened his orms with extended palms,
| shrugged his ghooliers and answered,
| Yquizn  sabeT I am at the orders of
the Prefect

“What,” exclalmed Don Manuel,
| he then fn Limn. the Prefret of Plura™

“Ah, my friend hax not then told you?
The eplendid old soldier, aiways modes!.
The Colonsl Martin Lopez was this day
commissioned to be Prefect of Plura”

Calderan staried to his fest. Thie waa
plainly ‘cold-blooded stralegy to galn cone
trol of an Inpocent girl But the young
man'e self-possession reiurmed to him at
once; and lighting a cigarito, he ear down

ngnin, rﬁmha his conversation with the
father of La Rubis,
Colonel Lopes dniahed his paper and

!
|

of her mother, It waa certalnly the Adju-
tant. Calderon, who was seriously In love
and hoped, by biding his time, to win
her In Momorable marriage.

But the Frefect was not altogether
plensed In his apparent pomsession of the
woman, whom everybody coveted
rode ln the pampa with him and aloas,
to be sure, but he could never draw het
into & tete-a-tete there. She sesemed the

| In the demsert of Palta; a Zambho who for

the |
Meantime, the Iit- |

I
|

She |

mosi accomplishsed coquette ha had yet |

encountlerad in a long lfe of conquests In
just such flelds. It looked as If he were
aL inst to meet the woman who would

avernge her sex. Sha rode like an amazon; |
her horse, & thoroughbred Arabian stal |

Hon, was her ghard, and woulil have

' glain any other animal coming near him

iy |

when she was on his back. In valn the
Prefect begged her to ride another and
&0 et thelr paseo be more tranqguil,

At

home sbe had slways the protecting pres-

ence of her mother, and no cajolery
tha master of arts avalied with that pru-

af |

dent woman to leave her chargs in his |

keeping
of the Adjutant, who, he plalnly enough
mw, stitracted the girl's regard. And yet
the Colonel Martin Lapes wuccecded in
conveying to her a ring, which had nil-
rendy Deon worn by m dozen other beau.
tive, and was paraded by La Roubia on
all pecasions; a ruby surrounded by
pearis

Every evening the Mendoza malon was | he

filled with the admirers of the young wo-

He mispected alro the designas |

| he croswod

! drank another giass of wine

man; meén eame to pay her court: giris,
with their aunts and mothers, to learn her
graces. La Rubla was affable and polite,
never gay, it Is true, but mather serious.
Yet she danced deliclously and her songs |
weare glorious,

In all the city there was but ons re- |
flaction. "Ah, that such a being should |
be the vietim of the Colonel Prefect:”
Yet no one dared to saay o word of caution |
1o her or to her parents. Wans he not the |
Prefect? That stood for all. To cross his |
path men knew meant ruin or worse. ~ |

At this time the Prefect of Plura was
sorely Desat Dy the misdeeds of a bandit

months had defied overy stratagem to
capture him, and whosa hands, red with
blopd, were alza Hlumined with much coln
of the republle. What with his campalign
agninst the ciladel of La Rubla's good-
ness and hiz war to capture the bandit,
known to the country as “EI Diablo Ne- |
gEro,” the Prelect was a very busy man
Yet he had time to sea that tha Adjutant
was In his way, |f not making great head,
or rather heart
A Iv.

It was morning at the prefectura. The
Adjutant, Don Manuel Calderon, with a
Bérgennt, two Corporals and ten men of |
the mounted guard, walted in the Patlo to
receive fipal orders from the Prefect for
an ambuscade of ElI Diablo Negro and
hbis empture or death.

“"Tis a queer freak.,” sald the young
officer, as he rode away at the head of
hls squad, ‘"There's more than one devil
in It;: he went to early mass thiz very|
moring. and eame home with that poor |
child before light: deep and she Is|
infatuated.” And then he suddenly |
pricked up his horse and started the troop |
into a trot.

£, an the Adjutant suspected, the Pre- |
fect wus fn any plot beyond the sarnest
business of the day in the cause of or-
der, when he sent off his Lleutenant, no |
one could hava guensed It from his con-
duct. He cleared up the morning's cor- |
respandence, took his second breakfast ut |
11, and then an hoar of slesta In his |
hammock. After that he had his bath
and dressed, as usual. At 1 o'cloek, It
became apparent that he was ready for
something out of the common routine
of duty, for ba took restiva note of his |
watch, walked to tho great gate of the
Zaguan, looked up and down the desertdd
narrow street, lying, under the noonday
sunshine of the torrid zone, as silent as
any other in.the small hours that follow
midnight;  muttered. - rare thing with |
him. a Htlle oath of impatience, and re-
turned to his guarters

He entered hls lbrary and pretended
to settie down to a bhook; then he treated
himeoll Lo a glasa of Moquegua, crossed |
his hands behind his back., and paced |
the Aoor. “"Holy Mary.” he muttered. “is |
she fooling me? Bhe dully walks this

|

he's

way at noon. Why not today? Again
the patio npd queried the
sflenit streel, which gave him bick no
smswer; then returned to his library and |
“Ah! well,™
old woman s
He

sald, “perhaps the
watching her, poor Hitle pelsoner.'

| the

listened to a sound of ths tramp of his
returning troop. “And here comes that
damned Adjutant, to Intervupt me; may
the devil cateh that fellow.™

Hea had barely re-entered the house
when Dom Manuel, In heavy boots, with
clanging spurs and sword, went nolally
Into the Sala, whers he wam confrontad
by ihe Prefect. "Bo scon returnad, Don
Manuel ™

"Yes, my Colonsl, and with ths dead
body of ElI Diablo Negro: my horse waa
better than his; but I was forced to kill
him to male the capture.”

The Prefect forgot his disappolntment
in his joy at this important capture, asd
cardially embraced the Adjutant. They
walked together to the corridor; and
there lay the corpse of the bandit on the
pavement. The patio was filled with tha
populase and citizens, come to congratu-
late the Prefect and one another on their
luck In belng rid of the biack wretch.

“After all the cry, El Diablio Negro ia
a white man,” sald the Prefect; “take off
his mask.” A Sergeant in one motion
tore off together the hat, black woolay
wig, falsé Dedard and mask, revealing &
moxs of shining blond halr, bound c¢loss
to the head by a bright blue ribbom

The Prefect started, sprang towards
body, muttering, "Dios mio!" and
turning toward the Adjutant, saw that
officer staggering for support against a
eslumn of the corridor. When Colonel
Martin Lopés had recoversd his self-con-
trol, be orderad & Corporal to take off

| tha gloves. The left hand held the ring

that he had piaced on the finger of La
Rubla. Then he turned to the old Choia,
hi= housekeoper, and gave her direclions
about the body, to prepare it decently
for the house of her parents

The bilond, El Diablo Negro, what was
left of him, was takem in tenderly and

| lain upon a cot in the saln. for the serv-

the women, of whom the rnom
was. soon fliled, to witness, when they
cottld not help. The Colomel-Prafect and
his Adjutant went into the lbrary:

Buddenly R cry srose among the wo-
men: ail poured forth fram the house
in haste and fed across the corridor Into
the patle, covering thelr faces with thelr
mantas or thelr hande. The Adjutant en-
tered the sala, but pressatly returned to
the Prefect. "Senor Prafevto,” sald he,
*“1 have sent soldiers 1o replace the wo-
men in ecaring for La Rubla.™

“What do you mean, sir?™ demanded
the Profect. “What new barbarity s
thia? Common soldlers to cars for the
poor dead body of & beautiful woman!
What an accursed shame to you!" In the
tmpatience of his hot lampar he sprang
to the door of the sala and rushed In
to drive away the solidiers but instantly
returnzd without disturbing them. Hea
was pale, but said not & word; oniy. he
walkked to his cablnet and drank off a
glass of the white brandy of Moscatel.

When the bigly had been muade ready,
the soldlers lifted the cot and bore It
away {rom the Prefeotura.

“Bafe at last from the Colonel!™ mut-
tered thoe Adjutant, “What an fdlustion!
At least. T am not ashamed of loving
what I thought I loved.™

lees of




