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ALPHONSO XIII, WHO ASeETDS THIRTIETH OF THE WORLD'S MONARCHS
WHO BEGAN TO RULE AS CHILDREN

.-

-. TH'RONE OF SPAIN THIS WEEK
under an unlucky star, to the

BORN crown in Europe,
XIII, Is about to come off-

icially to his own. The tall, slim, nervous-lookin- g

man, who writes after his name
the unlacklest of all the numbers In the
records of Spain, comes of age a week
from yosterday, when he will assume In
his own person those ancient rights and
privileges to which he was born 16 years
ago. Then the only unmarried King In
Europe and the youngest King In the
world will sit on the throne In Madrid.

The Southeastern Penlnsuli of the Con-

tinent of Europe has produced Its full
auota'of the potentates In pinafores, who
have helped rule the world. In the last
C9 years, counting Alphonso In the ranks
of the interesting little company, Spain
and Portugal between them have seen
two Queens In tiny short dresses and tw
Kings In Eton jarkots. Modern history
numbers SC uch small Monarch s, Brazil,
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Greece, Franco, England, Scotland, Swe-
den and Austria each contributing to the
total of 25 royal girls, most of whom lived
ufihappy- - Uves, and many of whom met
untimely or violent deaths.

Alphonso's own grandmother, Isabella.
II, was one of these, Into whose life has
come so much of sorrow, though he bids
more than fair to live to see sitting on
the throne of her ancestors the frail and
sickly boy, of whom It was openly pre-
dicted 16 years ago that he would never
rule he In where he
born. Isabella came to the throne when
a child of 8, and actually took up the
reins of government 10 years later. Her
troubles then began: to be steadily

throughout her life, first by her
mother, Maria Christina, trying to force
her to marry a man she did not love,
then by the enmity of her mother after
the little Queen had been to her
cousin Francisco de Asslsi, then by the
uprising of the populace against Maria,
tifore which that self-will- matron fled
into France, and then, a dozen years
later, by a outbreak of thicner-curi- al

Spanish temper, forcing Isabella
herself to follow her mother, abdicating
two years later In fivor of her son, Al-
phonso XII, the of the presentlunj.

Iv the meantime, across the line In
Portuga'. Queen Maria, whose father,
Pom Pedro IV, had given her the throne
when she was but a slip of a child, no
ct 7, was trying against an

people mda hostile Ministry to hold the
rower for herself, while oi'er in Brazil
her brother, Pedro, one of the most
charming of young men, was doing his
childish best to satisfy the demands of a
rebellious people. Maria of Portugal died
of discouragement. It Is said. Pedro, of
Brazil, driven from his kingdom, died of
n broken heart.

When in 1833, Isabella was Queen ofSpam at the age of 3, and Maria wasQuter of Portugal at the age of 7, andPeilro was Emperor of Brazil at ma-
ture age of 8, Greece was In the rule ofa boy not yet out of his teens. Prince

death of Assistant SecretaryTHE ,of the White House staff, has
reduced the President's "Old

Guard," to four. They are Cap-
tain Montgomery. Executive Clerk and
Disbursing Officer Crook, Captain Loefner,
whose auty It Is to keep undesirable per
sons out, and Thomas F. Pendle, usher,
ana Known best of all the White House
attaches to the "visiting public.

The youngest member of the "Oid
Guard," In years and point of .service. Is
Captain Benjamin F. Montgomery,
States Army. He was In the signal corps
of the Army as a young man. and In
March, 1677, was detailed for duty the
White House, when President Hayes felt
tne need of a larger organization. Being J
a telegrapher, Montgomery immediately
began the Installation of what has grown
Into perhaps the most complete bureau
of confidential communication in the
world. He started with a single instru-
mentthe first ever used In the White
House looped to the regular commercial
system, and personally sent and received
the President's messages. Gradually the
value of this service demonstrated itself;
the connections wjth the telegraphic sys-
tem of the world was made closer. In
1878 Mr. Montgomery was offered Lieu-
tenant's commission In the Signal Corps,
but declined It io remain the White
House. He has filled every position
the office, having acted as secretary In
charge at times- - during the absence of
others.
Sloxt Complete Service In the World.

Foreseeing the coming of the Spanish
War. he organized and equipped the" bu-

reau so completely that, during that
struggle, tho President received reports

Otho. of Bavaria. He sat on the throne
at AtLens during 29 years of almost con-

stant disaffection and turbulence, and
tljen, In 1862, was expelled, only to be
succeeded by another young man of IS,
Prince George, of Denmark, the brother
of Queen Alexandra, of England.

England has entered upon her chronU
cl the names of 10 "Infant Monarcbs,"
the falest of whom 3vas Victoria the Good
herself, who was but 18 on that historic
June night when she was awakened from
her sleep In the Palace of Kensington to
hear that the King was dead and that
lh Queen ruled. Henry III came to the
English throne when he was 10, Edward
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HI when he was 15 and Blehard II when
he was 1L Two of the Kings In whoo
rolgns tne Island was rent s.nd torn by
the "Wars of the Hoses, Henry YI and
Edward IV, began their ruling when, lit-
tle more than mere boys, Edward IV at
20 and Henry VJ when 8. The
next Edward never lived even to be
crowned, for Edward V, rightfully suc-
ceeding to the throne when 13, spent the
12 weeks of his mockery of a reign as
the prisoner of his uncle of Gloucester
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con-
tinued

wedded

similar

father

the

United

at

at
In

scarcely

murdered,
Henry VIII began his not over cred-

itable reign when 18, and when the throne
descended to his son, Edward VI, that
boy was In his 10th year; he died before
he was 16. Lady Jane Grey, J,more sinned
against than sinning," was England's
Queen for Just 11 months, which measured
for her 45 weeks of plots and counter-
plots, strife and suspicion, ending In her
execution before her 19th birthday.

Small Kings in Scotlnnd.
Five of the seven "potentates In plm-fore- s"

who sat upon the ancient Stone
of Scone In the neighboring Klngaom of
Scotland met untimely deaths. James I.
who began to rule when 12, was mur-
dered when 43, and his son, James II,
was accidentally killed when 30, having
worn the jcrown of his father 23 years.
The third James, coming to the throne
at the xge pi 9, was murdered when 45;
the fourth, who began to rule when 15,
was slain In .battle when 41; the fifth,
only 16 months, when his little head was
first weighed down by the crown, was
dead at JBO, while James VI. under whom
the two kingdoms were at last united,
was the only one of all the line 6f whom
It may be eald thit he lived out the nat-
ural span of life. He came to tbr throne
when only a month more than 1 year old,
ana uieu Tvnen on.

His mother, the Marie-Stuar-t,
found In her portion all the sorrow that
has come to be associated with the lives
of infant Monirchs. She was crowned
eight days after her birth; she was a

from the Cuban battle-field- s and from
the naval operations half around the
globe In record time. In some instances
the executive was Immediately in com-
munication with the firing line of the
Army In Cuba. At the outbreak of the
warMr. Montgomery volunteered his
services, and, on the recommendation of
General Greely, Chief Signal Officer, was
appointed a Captain In the BcgulaArmy.
He was afterwards commissioned as

of Volunteers, from
which rank he was honorably discharged.

The ..history of that' telegraphic office
In the White House has been tho history
of the United States ior the past 25 years.
During the riots of 1877 the President was
kept in touch with every phase of the
trouble, and he sent orders and proclama-
tions through the medium of Montgom-
ery's key. The Chicago railroad riots
likewise found the President at Mont-
gomery's elbow, wiring orders to and re-
ceiving reports from General Miles.

When disaster occurs, as at Johnstown
or Galveston, the President Is placed in
direct communication. When elections
are being held the White House feels the
pulse of the people. With 25 wires It is
poslble to make direct connection with
the cables. Thu3 the world Is girdled,
and the office never closes.

Colonel Montgomery has now a staff
under his command, tried and expert
operators. Great Becrets have been con-
fided to him. No man can truthfully as-
sert that he has ever broken faith. Not
the least whisper of scandal hns ever
breathed upon him. No living man would
dare suggest to him the possibility of a
corrupt bargain. Repeatedly he was
worked through the night aj. the White
House key, with a President at, one elbow
and a Secretary of State at theotherx

widow at 18. When she married Dam-le- y,

Bothwell when 25, and through all
these years her nopes were constantly
disappointed and her plans turned to
naught. Forced to abdicate the throne
thu was hers by right, she was beheaded
lens than a year later.

On the Continent eight Kings have as-

sumed the reins of government when only
boys. The present Emperor of Austria
was 18 when, In 1S4S, he was proclaimed.
Charles XII of Sweden was IS, Louis IX
of France 11 r Louis XIII 9, Louis XIV
and Louis XV each 5. Louis XVI was 16
when he began the rclgn that wis to end j
n ilannelflnn nnA Atnty nn tll atattr1Al
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Louis XVIL who became rightful Klmy
when 8 years old, was dead two years
later. On the other hand. Louis XIV,
"Le Grand wor'the diadem of French
royalty r 72- -

years,-th- e longest reign in
history.

To this company of boy rulers Alphon-
so XIII of. Spain Is now to be added. The
regency of Queen Christina Is almost
over, and the mother, who, through
storms of unpopularity and opposition,

the throne for her boy,
willlroove away from the great palace at
Madrid to her country home In the Pra-do- x.

There Is to be hereafter not even
the suspicion that she Is Influencing the
government.

It was the will of Christina that gave
to Alphonso the unlucky XHL The con- -

manipulating the nerves of the world.
For 25 years he has been, In effect, the
President's eyes and ears.

William H. Crook, the executive clerk
and disbursing officer, was detailed from
the Washington police force on January
5, 1S65, as a bodyguard to President Lin
coln. He Journeyed with Lincoln In the
Spring to City Point and Richmond,
marching at his side with one hand upon
a pistol butt. When tho party returned
to Washington no one knew of Lee's sur-
render until the bonfires were seen gleam-
ing On the hills. Mr. Lincoln himself
asked Crook the meaning of (ho demon-
strations. On the night of the assassina-
tion Mr. Crook was detailed to remain at
the White House. He feels that if he
had gone to the theater he would have
saved the President's life, perhaps at the
expense of his own, for he would have
guarded the box door In person.

During President Grant's second term
Mr. Crook served, for a short time, as
his private secretary In 1876, and was
made disbursing ofiTCer the next year.
One of the Important tasks formerly en--
irusiea io mm. was me distribution or
tne annual messages of the President.
Up to five years ago these printed cop-
ies were sent through him to Baltimore,
Philadelphia and New York, where they
were taken by the local newspapers and
the press associations, and thence, dls- -
tributed throughout the country. So in
tense has been the desire of commercial
Interests at times to obtain first Inklings
of the messages that Mr. Crook has had
many interesting and even exciting expe-
riences dodging would-b- e thieves, rebuk-
ing attempts at corruption, and evading
persistent questioners. At present the
messages are distributed by 'mall and wire
from Washington. Now that Mr. Pruden
Is dead. Mr, Crook Is the medium of com-
munication between the President and
Congress. j,

Outside the President's door sits, a quiet
sentinel, Captain Charles D. Loeffler.'U.
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blned superstitions ot superstitious Spain
were opposed to the numeral. Ministers
and statesmen pleaded that this shadow
should be withheld from the young King.
But the Queen was unmoved in her de-

termination to prolong In the child tho
honorable name of the father who had
died before his or son had
come to gladden his heart. Christina
also wished to compliment, through the
numeral, Alphonso's godfather. Pope
Leo XIII. "Since- - His Holiness has so
marvelously withstood its malignant In-
fluence," she said, "I have faith that
my son also will be able to withstand It."

Ifan almost perfect education can help
the young Monarch in this ho will be
fortunate and happy as even a mother-lov- e

could wish. Since he could lisp ho

Only Four Left of President's "Old Guard"

Lieutenant-Colon- el

hasgresprved

S. A., retired. Cabinet officers, Senators,
Representatives, political leaders, com?,
merclal giants, titled and distinguished
foreigners, great actors, world-fame- d au-
thors and bumpiiots and lecturers, plain,
every-da- y American citizens all have
gone through tht door under Captain
Loeffler's guidance. He has a wonderful
memory for names and faces. Men come
and go In the current of affairs; but, once
they havo been Identified at that door,
they are marked for life' In Loeffler'a
mind. For 25 years he has been In sole
charge of the entrance to the President's
room. For eight years previously he was
on duty there with two others.

While the Cabinet sits Captain Loefiler
represents the outer wall of the holy of
holies. No one not entitled to admission
has ever been .known to pass into those
sacred precincts. Some men might have
tried to exclude newly appointed officers
whose features were unfamiliar. But
Loefiler has been toovadro!t for such a
blunder. He seems to sniff greatness by
Instinct, and to identify, afar off, the
right to enter the door.

Captain Loefiler Is a German by birth.
He came to thl3 country while a joung
man and enlisted In the Army. When
the Civil War, opened he was ordered
with hl3 regiment to Washington for
guard duty at the Treasury, After some
later service In the field he was-- detailed
as doorkeeper at the War Department
and bodyguard to Secretary Stanton the
day after tho assassination of President
X4ncoln. Wherever Stanton went, there
went Loeffler. During the famous im-
peachment proceedings ngalnst the War
Secretary Loefiler slept and ate in the
building. Stanton was barricaded in his
office?, and between him and the hostile
official world stood the sturdy figure of
his German guard. No man could break
down that harrier.

When the matter was-settl- and Stan-
ton resigned, Sergeant Loefiler wassent

I back to the War Department from Stan
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has been in the hands of tutors, the
wisest men of Spain. He knows Latin,
the root of all the romance languages;
Spanish, the tongue of his people; French,
the glib medium of European diplomacy;
German, the language to which his moth-
er was born In Austria; and English,
which even the Spaniard realizes has be-
come the language of commerce and ad-
vancement. He has studied religion as
thoroughly as though he were to take
orders, and has been schooled fully In
geography, history, litera-
ture, chemistry physics and drawing. Ho
plays so well on the piano that what was
once a task has become as much of a
recreation as the riding or bicycling or
tennis playing or photographing, In which
the boy King has found his pleasures.

ton's house, and was later detailed for
duty at the Whlto Hpuse as doorkeeper.
General Grant, while acting as Secretary
of War, had observed his faithful per-
formance of duty and recognized his
merit.

During his years of service at the Presi-
dent's door Captain Loefiler has collected
many scores of Important autographs.
His small album has-- been long outgrown,
and is now fat With repeated additions.
1$. is beyond price. During the Spanish
War President McKInley appointed his
faithful doorkeeper a Captain In the Reg-
ular Army, as military storekeeper, and
he was placed on tho retired list,"

The Venerable Uslier.
Downstairs Is the dean of the White

House corps, Thomas F. Pendle, the
usher, who was detailed for duty No-

vember i, 1854, from the Washington po-

lice force as bodyguard to the President,
and, was later placed on the civil staff of
the house. Though far beyond 70 years,
Mr. Pendle stands today erect and youth-
ful In appearance. He Is a walking en-

cyclopedia of Information about the house
and Its contents and traditions. He
knows the precise date of the purchase
of each of the articles of furniture. Vis-

itors who go through the parlors are
highly entertained and Instructed by his
discourse, delivered slowly and methodi-
cally. At times Presidents have consulted
him as to the record of the house furnish-
ings. In later years his duty has been to
escort visitors through those portions of
the establishment which are open to the
public, and his autographs are to be found
today in many thousands of American
homes as souvenirs of visits to Washing-
ton.

In the trying days of assassination Mr.
Pendle has proved himself a staunch
friend of'the Presidential family. It was

Though ho- - does not bellave. la war, hold-
ing that the powers of a country can best
be maintained by extension through pur-
chase; by the care of trade, rather than
by the force of arms, Alphonso yet de-
lights In, military exercise. Ha handles
the saber, sword, revolver and gun with
rare dexterity, and, three days In tha
week ho spends the whole afternoon on
the drill ground. He Is a strict disciplin-
arian, too, and possessed of a tact that
would do credit to-- a much older head.
One afternoon he looked In vain for the
officer In command of a royal guard then
on uty. At-las- t, calling an adjutant, he
asked the name of the missing man.
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mathematics,

"It Is Captain M , Tour MaJesty,!M
came the answer,

"Convey my compliments to Captain
M ," replied the King, "and say that
though I often think of biro, I have not
had the pleasure of-- seeing him for a long

Talk of His Marrlnsre.
Alphonso XHI ha.?, also tieen trained,

especially of late years, in the duties
of government. He has attended Cabinet
meetings, and efforts havo been made to
bring him into closer and closer touch
with his people. His visits to the hos-
pitals, barracks, concerts and theaters
have become more and more frequent,
and not long ago, when he was seen to be
present at a bull-flgn- t, he was enthusias-
tically cheered by the populace. A yet
further evidence of the position he has
now assumed comes In the rumors which
show that, In spite of his youth, the sub-
ject of his marriage is already under dis-
cussion.

The future Queen of Spajn must, of
course, belong to the Roman Catholic
church. French and Austrian Princesses
have been mentioned in this connection,
though there are many who hold that an
Austrian alliance would never be popu-
lar In Spain. The national vote, were
such a thing to be taken, would In all
probability be given to the Princess Lou-
ise d'Orleans, the younger sister of the
present Queen of Portugal. '

Owing to the great care with which his
mother has surrounded him, Alphonso
has grown from a delicate child to a
healthy, well-grow- n youth, full of life
and vigor. He 13 above the average
height, though slightly built; has a fresh
complexion, the least bit bronzed Jy his

exercise, and brown eyes that
are both clear and expressive. His hair
Is auburn and curly; his features are
good, though the upper lip Is slightly too
prominent, and on it a dark fringe of
down Is now --making Its appearance.

This Is the King whose ceremonial will
precede that of his "royal brcther of
England" by something more than a
month. He will succeed to a title fully
as old as that which Is to be assumed by
Edward VII, and will rule over a land
quite as famous as England herself.

The Coming- - Ceremonial.
There will be no coronation, of course.

for there has-- been none for Spain
hundreds of years. The ceremony will

-

he who, on the terrible night of Lincoln's
death, little "Tad" and quieted
his pitiful of grief for the father he
had lost. Thus, during nearly 40

years, has Mr. Pendle remained on duty,
faithful and true. Out of the fullness of
his he recently a
valuable volume. L

Tne or veteran helpers arouna tne
White House Is not complete without
reference to Jerry Smith, the black major
domo, the chairman, one of the
kindliest nf souls ever aid
one of the courtly Jerry
was waiter the Baltimore Hotel, once

by General Grant. He at-

tracted the notice of the
by his dignified bearing and his. sincere
good nature. As a ,result of this

a hope was bornJn Jerry's
breast thajt he might some day become
identified with the National

and he to
and eventually was taken Into the

White ranks as a cleaner and
household helper.

Then Mrs. Grant, an eye to the
of a carrlago servant, chose

Jerry as her footman. Since then Jerry
Smith has never been from his
duty except when his "misery"
has conquered him. Thousands of Ameri-
cans have seen his figure In
the of the White House, his head
covered by a gray .skullcap, his long
apron denoting his as
and polisher, the, type of the democratic
simplicity which disdains the buttoned
livery of courts and palaces. Jerry hoists
and lowers the White House flag, but he
has an abiding fear of the attic, through
which he must pass on this duty, and
which, he stoutly affirms. Is Inhabited by
the ghosts of departed statesmen.

There Is no thought of changing these
men or retiring tnem Because ot tneir

marked, the coming of age ot the young
Queen of Holland. The of the
realm, a circle of gold, richly decorated
with jewels and precious stones, adorned
with eight leases and closed with four
arches, will be borne before the young
King in the and placed on a
cushion beside him when he takes his seat
on the throne, the royal scepter in hand.
Then he will take oath to observe the

and the President of the
Senate, while all the thousands there
stand will proclaim tjiat Al-
phonso XIH Is the rightful and duly con-
stituted King of Spain.

Among the dozens of royal personages
that will witness the ceremony the Duke
of Prince Albert of Prussia,
tho the Duke of
Genoa, Prince Christian of the
Crown Prince of Sweden, the Grand Duke
Alexis, the Duke of Oporto, the Prince
Nicholas of Greece there will be none
who can take flo peculiar and personal an
Interest In tho as Dr. Jabez
L. M. Curry, of Virginia, who will bepresent a3 the Minister Plenipotentiary
and Envoy Extraordinary from the
United States of America. Dr, Curry la
a persona at tho court of Mad-
rid, for was- he, just years ago next
Sunday, who served as one of thB official

at the birth of
Dr. J. I. 2T.- - Curry's Story.

Tha narrative of his when
ho first landed In. Spain as the Minister
from this eoantrg. is ono or Interest. Ho

'r. sc?z.ifliWtMwTiimTmi M

stepped ashore Just an hour before tha
death of King Alphonso XII, and

In the solemn functions attending
his funeral. "About two months later,"
he continues, "I received, as did all oth-
er foreign representatives, a notice to be
prepared to be present at the birth of an
heir to the throne. A day later another
official notlco came to me, brought by a
royal equerry. This was a very Important--

looking document In a huge envel-
ope, tied with ribbons of the royal color,
and bearing the seal the Lord

On the third day came from the
royal palace a messenger,
by a guard of soldiers, to tell me I was
wanted at once. The previous message
had instructed me to wear court dress at
the time of my visit, and I remember how
absurd thought it was to appear In full
evening outfit at breakfast time, for my
final summons had arrived while I was
still at coffee. But a is the
only court dress an American diplomat
can wear, so I put mine and

the royal messenger back to the
palace."

Mr. Curry then relates how he was con
ducted to the Queen's where"
the and Ministers of for-
eign and the high court of-

ficials were all assembled. The room was
a large one, and across one end heavy
curtains had been drawn to hide the royal
bed. After the grqup of had
been waiting for some a courtier
appeared from behind the curtains and
cried out In a loud tone, "Long live the
King!" He announced that the heir to
the throne was a boy. Soon after a lady
In waiting appeared bearing huge sil-

ver platter In her arms, on which lay
the baby King amid laces and frills.

The diplomats formed In a semi-circ- le

and court lady, bearing the Infant
passed around the line to permit

the officials to gaze upon the child. She
had got hut half way around when the
youngster set up a lusty howl and she

a hasty retreat behind the curtain.
Dr. Curry that this incident did not
occur until after tho infant had passed
before; his eyes, and he had performed
his duty as witness at the first public
nt.ronrancA nt tht Mnrmrnh TuVin tjMII onnn

In Spain DecomB King of Alphonso XHL

resemble In many ways that which (Copyright, 1902, by Langdon
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usefulness. Without them the Whlti
House would Indeed appear a Strang
place to the frequenters of that center oi
the National activity.

C. R. FINCKE.

Of Little Importance.
The new society editress has Just re.

turned from her first assignment.
"Did you get all the facts?" asked the

city editor.
"All that are of any Importance," re

plied the young woman. "I have a de-

scription of the bridal gown and the
trousseau and the flowers and the wed-
ding presents and the objective point o:
the tour, and the names of the brides-
maids and the officiating clergyman an
the reception days"

"Who Is the bridegroom?" Interrupted
the city editor. "His name has been print,
ed four different ways in the preliminary
announcements."

"The groom?" faltered the young wo-
man. "Why, why, I forgot to ask about
him, and I guess nobody else thought ol
him, except maybe the bride. But tnej
had all the Important details ready foi
me." Brooklyn Eagle.

Why He Wnltcd.
It wa3 the day after the marriage thai

a friend of the family called .and took the
father of the bride, aside, saying conf-
identially:

"Do you know tha"t your son-in-la- w Is i
terrible bad case, and is literally over-
whelmed with debts?"

"No. You don't mean It?"
"Yes. I am certain of it. Why, he has

only taken your daughter to pay his h

her dowry!"
"And you didn't warn me before?"
"Impossible, my dear sir, to do so untt

You see, he owned me ?100, ana hayeara Their very age and length of , now!
service are the factors of their greatest ' just called and paid It,"


