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[T RAINED FIRE

How City of St. Pierre
Was Destroyed.

ISLAND A MASS OF FLAMES

All Life in the Vicinity of the
Volcano Perished.-

THE SEA FRONT IS ABLAZE

Scorching Hent Burned the Town
aud the Shipping—The Streets
Are s Muss of Charred
Bemnlina,

|

Later oarticuinrs from the poene of

the West Infdlan cstastrophs do b0t
eamen Lhe eatimate of the loss of fife,
$1 is s1il] Delles at 40,000 per-
perished o Ma g ue
The capsals of the St Thomas rellef
beat, on its retorn to Sin Juan, Ports |
Mico, from Martinigue, ginted that be i
was unable to approach the lsland. Ap-

gmrently the whole lsland was in filames
antd covered with sshes No asign of
1ife was vislkle Seven steamers and

Ay pmiling vemsels were in the harbor
of 8¢, Plerre when the flames descended
o the deomed city, They were all de-

dev

hns wil that the
in Martinique
wnibie duy, oamnely
of arrival of the French and
depariure of the Englixh mall sieamers
In catsequence of thin fact, muny busi-
newm the City of BL
Plerre, at thelr country
Piacrs

wiroped. It

pocurted on
the day
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CABTRIES, 8t. Lucia, Britiah West In.
dies, May 16.—Mont volcanic
mountaln some 10 milog north of Bt Plerre

Pelee, =

the commercial capital of Martinigue, ls
the mountain which meds a faint show of
eruption 8 yeurs ago,

Mey 1 last It commenced to throw out
dense clouds—ol emake. At midnight the
same day, flames, sccompanisd by rum.
bilag nolses lighted the aky over an im-
menss arci. causing wideapread terror.
May 4 hot ashes coveradl thes whole clty
quaarter of Bt. Plerre an inoch thick and
made Mont Peles Invisible,

Flow of Lavae Began,

At noon, Mny &,

leva rushed @00 feot down

a stream of burning
the mountain
gide, following the dry bed of a torrent
and reaching the sea, five miles from the
mountain, in three minuten I lis rush
the fery flood swept from s path planta-
tione, bujlding=, factorics, cattle and hu-
man belngs over a breadth of about half a
mile.

At the rear of the mouth of the Riviere
Blanche stood the large Guerin sugar fae.
tory, one of the finest in the island. It is
ntombed in lava The
tal] ¢himney alone is wvisible. One hun-
Gred and fifty persons are estimated to
have peariched there, including the owner's
son.

As the lava rushed into the sen, the Int-
ter recesded 30 feet all along the west
coast. Raeturning with greater strength, a
big wave covered the whole sea front of
Bt Plerre, but did litte damage ashore or
efloat.

now ocompletely

Terror Seised the Inhabitants,
Terrible detonations, heard hundreds of
northward, followed at abort ir-
regular intervals and continued st night.
In the intense darkness the electric lighta
falled, but the town was It ap by lurid
fiashes of flame from the mountain. The
terror-stricken inhabitants rushed for the
hills their night clothes, screaming,
shouting and walling, fhad with terror.

The Flissono family escaped to St Lucia
in g small eteamer. Thirty-five persons,
moutly women and children, arrived here
in the forenoon of the $th and furnished
the above detalls The men remalned in
Alariinique

The same afternoon, later, telegraphie
communication was interrupted with both
the Isiands of Martinique and S5t Vincent.

During the afternoon of the Eth the Brit.
steamer Roddam, which had left Bt
at midnight the Tth for Mar-
tiniques, erawled slowly into Castries Har.
ar, unrecognizabile, gray with ashes, hes
rigging dismantled and sheets and swn-
ing= hanging about tarn and charred

A Rain of Fire.
tain Whatter reported thal, having
anchor off 8t, Plerre a1t S P. M.,
in fine weather succeeding an awful thun-
der storm during the night, he was talking
to the ship's agent, Joseph Plissono, who
wis o & boat slongside, when he saw &
cloud of amoke and glowing
4 terrific rapidity over

miles

in

an

$rat cant

tremendous

cinders ruahing wi

ders which covered the ship’'s decks to a:
Gepth of six inches. Two more of the |
bave since died. ‘
Two of the gurvivors of the orew were

joud in thelr praise of the herole conduct [

crew

of the captaln In stsering thelr vesse!
away from destruction with his ewn
hande, which were badly burned by the

raln of fire which kept falling on the ship

{or miles after ghe got under way. Beyond
burns all over his body, the captaln Is
safe, as in also the ship's agent, though

he is badly scorched.
One Survivor of Forty Thousand.
M. Flssino s belleved be the
one survivor of the (L] :l.hnhi:nua.uf
the town, and all the shipping of the port
has been utterly destroyed, the Weat In.

here 1o

| dlan & Panama Telegraph Company's re-

pairing vessel going {irst, then the Quebec
lner Roralma. Captaln Muggsh, of the |
Istter, waved his hand In farewell to the
Roddam sg hi=s vessel sank with a terrifie |
explosion. x
The British Royal Mall steamer Esk,
which called off Martinigue at 10 o'clock
last night, reported standing off share five
milen, sounding her whistie and s=ading up

rockets, She recelved no answer. The

whole sca front was bianing for miles.

not land on mcoount of the terrific fire,

which was accompanied toud explo-

#lons.

by
Not a iiving roui nppeared ashore

after the boat had walled for two hours
Fire and pahes {ell all over the steamer.
In the afterfioon a eoasting
steamer arrived here from Fort de Franoe
seeking assistance,
bummed up, the stock was dying, sll

French

ne all the country was
the
plantstions were charred, the countiry peo-
into the
The
loaded with food of all sorts and wus sent
back to Martinigue at T P. M. The
tain of this vessel reported that some 30
perpons left St the & o'¢lock
boat Thursday Fort de

France, and conesgquentls weore saved.

pie were flocking towns, and

famine was feared steamer was

cip-

Flerre by
moming for
Streets Strevwn With Charred Rodies.

All to Bt, Plerre are
barred by fire. The cloacst possible ohser-

attempis 0 gel

vation showed houscs =till blazing and

eireets strewn with churred bodles, It s
certaln that the whole town and neigh-
boring oountry for mlles I» utteriy dJde-

stroyed, and it s feared here that few, If
any, of the lnhabltants escated.
The volcano of the Island of 8t. Vincent

A
meamer which returned from there last
night reporia that the northern thisd of
the |siand was in flames and cut off from
sesistance by a continuous stream of buri.
ing lava, ashes falllng in beavy showers
ns far as 150 miles away. Kingston, the
capital of BL Vincent, ie rafe, but people
here are veory soxipus as to the fate af
the rest of that lsiapd.

Dominlea and Bl Lucia have very active
geysers, but they show no departure from
normal condittons. Foodstuflz of sl kinds
are urgently awalted,

has burst out in sympathetic eruption.

AS SEEN FROM SHIPBOARD,

Ship OMeer Describes the Destruc-

The Esk sent a boat ashore, but it could |
|
|
|

|
| from personal Inspection the precise needs
i

tion «f $t. Pierre,
POINTE-A-PITRE Guadeloupe, May 10, '

—

(Concluded an Serond

Page.)

WILL SEND RELIEF

GovernmentDispatchesBoats
to Martinique.

ARE ORDERED TO INVESTIGATE

Cinelnnntl, Potomne and Dixie
Preased Into Service—Conwsul at
Guadeloupe Calird O for
a Report.

WABHINGTON, May 10—The United

Btater Govermznent is willing and anxious |

to do anything within its power to
the survivore of the terrible calnmity on
the leland of Martinigue. The difMioulty Ia
to ascertaln just what can ba dome and
the needs., Becretary Moody aiready has
sent to the Commandant at Ban Juan au-
thorization 1o dlspatch the Unitad States
ship Potomae to Martinique In his dis-
eretion, and Secretary Hay has charged
Assistant Becrelary HIll with the duty of
conferting with the Navy Depariment to
devise other plans of rellef. The Potomae
i nothing more than a large sen-going
tpe of very limited carrying capacity.
¢ither In passengers or freight. About the
only useful purpose she would serve, In
“the opiniton of naval ofMcers, Is to maks a
quick trip to Martinlgue, or to the near-
e= approachable point, and ascertsin

ald

of the survivors,
be msatisfied by

merchant vessels,
The Cincinnati has just arrived at Santo
Domingo City, and the Secretary of the
Navy found, after commuitation with As-
Eistant Secretary HIil, that #t would be

which
suppiles

muy afterward
dispatched

on |

|
|

safe to take her awny from thers, The |

grum recelved from Consul Maxwell,
at Banto Domingo City:

“The situation in Banto Domingo Is Im-
proving. The provisional govermment haa
taken charge st the seaports, and for
the most part (n the Intertor. Al
tive affulrs are under the provislanal gov-
ernment, and Vasquex |s the provisional
president.”

1t s possible that the Potomac has al-
ready left San Juan for Martinique, but

ason for this bellef wns the foliowing |

execn- |

p——

there I» doubt om this point, becanuse the |

Navy Department hax not 7et been able
to sgeure A response to an Inquiry on this

polat sent by cable this morning to' the |
Commandant of the naval station at San |

Juan,

Az a further precautionary measure Sec-
retary Moody eent the following telegram
Lo l‘i!m Commandant of the Brooklyn navy-
yurd:

“Order Dixie to prepare for sea as soon
as practicable. Report when she can be
made ready.*"

Tha Dixte i o ahip of-vonsiderable car.

caphoily, and would be better fit-
:dhm:.:nt;; the | naval shipe
o has with rellet sup-
pliss, which can b+ oblaloed more
readily at New York than st any of the
West Indlin Islands

As a still further measure of help, the
State Departmast today oabled to United
States Consul Ayme, st Guadeloupe, to
procesd at oncet to Martinique, to report
upen the conditions there and inform the
United Btates Government what help s
needed. The sdl had previously re.
ported that a French ship, supposed to be
the Crulser Buchet, was about to leave

Guadeloupe for the wrecked island, and
it Is assumed that he was willlng and
&ven anxious to go alomg.

FRENCH RELIEF PROMPT.
fal Ofice Sends an Agent With
Half a Million Franes.

PARIS, May 10.—At a meeting of the
French Cabinet this morming the Minister
of Finance, M. Calilalcx, was authorized
to expend all the money necessary to suc-
cor the sufferérs of the Martinique dia-
aster. An official of the Colonial Office
salled from Brest for Martinigue this
morning, with 500,000 fraocs (§100,000) In
cash.

The Cabinet further declded to order the
halt-masting of flags over all publle bulld-
ings for three days, and the Minister of
the Colonien, M. de Crals, was instructed
to telegraph to the Governor of Marti-
nigue the condolences of France

St. Plerre's Trade.

NEW YORK, May 10.—5t. Plerre, Mar-
tinique, just destroyed by a voleanic erup-
tion, had a large commercial trade with
this city. Four or five large houses car-
ried on a business of at least 500,000 an-
nually. Ome of thess houses, it ls known,
had £100,000 actually Invested ln and about

Col

VICTIMS OF PELEE

Some of thePeople Who Lost
Lives in the Eruptlon.

MANY ARE KNOWN AT NEW YORK

Haoslness Houses With Connections in
Martinigue—Veasels Supposed to
Have Perished in the Gen.
eral Destruaction.

NEW YORK, May 10.—W. P. Lough, a
member of the New York Produce Ex-
changa and BE. F. Darrell & Co., asbout
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8t, Plerre, while the exports of flour and
provisions on M days’ credit are large. It
is estimated that the losses of the flour
trade alone are §75.000, and the provision
trade as much more.

Earthquakes Aave Ceaned.

FORT DE FRANCE. Martinlque, May
0 (18 P, M)-The earthquakes have
! ceaped, but the volcanle eruptions con-

tinue.

whom grest anxiety was felt, and who
was supposod to be on the steamship
Roddam, has been heard from. His firm
| received the following message from Tm
i this afterncon. dated Dominion:

“Fire has consumed everything on the
Rormima. Think it advisable to duplicats
ordera.”

;  Mr. Darrell sald be &id not regard it as !

unlikely that this message wis sent from |

| which s usually confined

| drenmed

BL. Luecla by boat to Dominlca, and from
there forwarded to this city,

Another firmm which was greatly con-
cernod absut the real conditian of things
In 8¢t. Plerre was the American Trading
Company. Henry C. Demedull, who man-
ages the French West Indles business of
this firm, has & sister and a brother In
the clty, and he made vigorous efforts to
get news from them and froms the bual-
ness houses of St, Plerre, In whoee wel-
fare he was especlally Interested. It be-
ing impossible to obtain Information from
8t Plerre or Fort de France, cablegrams
were sent to France. In respouse to an
Inquiry cabled to Bordeaux, thia message
was received today:

“Buccessive cables announce that ser-
eral familles that took refuge at Morne
Rouge are safe. They announce slso the
deaths of Caminades and Louls Hayot.”

The Caminads brothers wete members
of ‘one of the oldest and most !mportant
famllies In Murtinique. Thelr names wers
Gaston and Rappasl, They owned large
stores In 5t. Plerre, & bakery, several dis-
tilleries and sugar plantations. The firm
of Middleton & Co., of this city, also was
very much interested in'the fate of these
two brothers, and A messags was sent to
Paris today Inquiring about them, (o
which came the brief reply: TAll dead.™

Charies Testart, of 51 New street, this
city, is & son of the United Blates Vice-
Consul at St Plerre, Amedee, Tostart.

Young Mr. Testart also has a sister In
that city, Madams De Messinl. Ha sald
today that from reports which had

reached the oity he feared that the mem-
bers of his family thers had bean kilied.

A report reached this clty today, pur-
porting to have come by c¢able from Fort
de France, that General Manager Jell-
aradrt, of the French Cable Company, at
St. Plerre, had been burned to death,

At the office of Foulke & Co., the own-
ers: of the barkentine L. W, Norton,
which 1s supposed to have gone down in
the harbor of St. Plerre, It waas sald to-
day that not one word of the ship had
been heard. The ship was chartered by
the American Tradlng Company and had
a cargo of about §3.00 In value.

Members of the firm of L. W. & P.
Armatrong sald they had heard nothing
of thelr ship, the Tallsman They were
still under the bellef, however, that the
vesse] was at Barbadoes and that she
had escaped the fury of Mount Tilee,

EFFECT ON ISLAND'S CROPS.

Agriculture Confined Principally to
The Southern Part.

LONDON, May 10.—It is apparent from
cable dispatches received that the erup-
ton of the volfano of Mount Pelee will
not do much damage to the Summer crop,
to the south-
ern part of the lsland, and the gather-
ing of which Is now two-thirds over.
However, the wiping out of the moneysd
population centered st Bt. Plerre Is bound
to produce the most serfous commercial
effect. Not one of the business houses
in London has heard a word from its
agents |n Martinique, A pariner of the
principal English firm deallng In Mar-
tinique sald to a representative of the
Associated Pross:

“I suppose all our agents are dead., Not
much business is transacted between Eng-
Innd and Martinique. Almost everything
thence i= shipped direct 0 Bordeaux,
which suffers the most. I know Mur-
tinique well The last time [ was thers,
a few years ago, there were only two
Englishmen and no Amerioans resident
at Bt, Pterre, though thet town did a good
business with America in the way of food-
atufls,

“A large proportion of the white popu-
lnilon belongs to the old French families,
who prefer St. Plerre to any other part
of the jsland. We never for a moment
that Mount Pelee would prove
dangerous Fifty years ago some smoke
and steam [ssued from Its crevicea, but
no sttention wae pald to {t. Unless the
lava overran ths whole [aland, which I»
not Hkely, the disaster may not turn out
to be &5 great 28 it at present seems to
b

the town and port, completely and in an
nstant enveloping the former in a sheet
of flame and raining filre on board. The
egent time to climb on board
wihien his bost dissppearsd. Beveral of the
erew of the Rocdum were quickly acorched
to death. By superbuman efforts, having
gieam up, the cable was slipped and the
eteamer backed away from the shore, and
nine hours later managed to reach Cas-.
triex. Tén of the Roddam’s men were
Iving dead, contoried and burned out of
buraan semblance, owing to the black ¢in-

had Just

§. - - - -~ - - -vee - -t - g
i R z
: SCENES ON THE ISLANDS OF MARTINIQUE AND :
ST. VINCENT IN THE VOLCANO DISTRICT l

5 ;
: SR ] . :
| !
: :

i

!

}

3

: :
. {
. :

|

!

!

i

i

i

*

10P BLOWN OFF

Cause of Explosion of
Mount Pelee.

WATER IN THE CRATER

Entire Cap of the Mountain
Was Lifted Off.

TERRIBLE CONVULSION AT SEA

Waters Rose in a Hage Threatenlng
Mass, Then Fire Descended
on the Doomed Clity
of §t. Plerre.

BT. THOMAS, D. W. I, May 10—As
fuller reports of the Martinlque disaster
arrive, the catastrophe grows in horror.
It now appears that the Immediate cause
of the terrific explosion that blew off the
top of the Mount Peles crater and over-
whelmed the town of St. Plarre in flary
ruln was the presence of a large lake In
the heart of the old crater. The Intense
and sudden rise of temperature converted
the mass gf water into steam. with the
resuit that the whole top of the mountaln
was blown away. It Is now
that the loss of iife in Martinique s 40,000,

A schooner from the island of St Nin-
which Dominiea today,
glves n graphie report of the scene. The
schooner left 8t. Vincvent hurriedly Wed-

cent, reached

nesday becaume of the threatening state
of matters there. A heavy fall of sand
rom the voleano on that ialand coversd
the vessal's decks an inch deep, Steaming
to within a mile of Bt Plerre, the crew
of the St. Vincent veasel witnessed,
Thursday morning, at 8 o'clock, a terrific
explosion from Mount Felee. The ex-
piosion seamed to lift the cap of the
mountaln completely off. At the same
time the land heaved and swelled and »
terrible convulsion took place at sea. The
witers rose in a huge, threatening mass,
as though they would engulfl every living
thing on the ocean. Then a mass of fire
descended on the doomed city and a pall
of smoke covered the ecatastrophe from
sight.

The eruption still continues. Cable com-
munication Is broken, and it is feared the
relief sent to not ba
able to reach

on

the survivors may
them.

Feara for Massachusetts Schooner,

WARKEFIELD, Mass, May 0.—Ip s
fearsd that Captaln Parka, of the schooner
T. W. Norton, whosa home Is in this cfty,
and his son lost thelr lives at St. Plerre,
The Norton is supposed to have beenm &t
81. Plerre this week, and from reports
at hand it is believed she must have been
last.

J

LIVES LOST BY EARTHQUAKES
AND ERUPTIONS,

Bince the beginning of the world It
has been estimated that over 13,000,000
pecple have been killed by earthguakes,
An elaborated catalogue of earthquakes
from 1006 B. C. to A. D 1842 by R.
and J. 'W. Malist, was published by the
British Assolation in 1558,

In the course of 0 years, from 1783
to 1567, the Kingdom of Naples lost at
least, 111000 inhabitants by the
fects of earthquakes, or more thas an
averngs of 1000 per year out of an
average population of 000,000,

The following table gives the mames,
dates and number of persons perishimg
in the principal earthquaikes that have
been recorded. Bealdes these mentionsd

ef-

in the table are thousands of other
sarthguakes, tmost of them with the
loss of Iife considerably smaller than
thoss glven Io the table:
No.

Peiple
Location. Yoar. iljed.
Juden ... al B, C.. 10,000
Pumpell 79 A. D, 2000
Antioeh i 200 (R
Constantinop &57 20,000
Antioch ST L0
Syria T2 300, 0D
India . (15 150, Goo
L) 20y, Oy
10T b, Ui
Tl B0, O
137 14, 50
Grausann 1% T, Oy
Byrla ..... nss 0, g
Calanria 1184 10, 0
Cilicla 1008 G, L0
« 1454 LR
Constan 1500 20, 000
Lisoon -« 1581 31D, 0
Jave 1584 1in, s
. Tib, 000

C 1

2,000
e 100, [y

Limg «..ca [ - 18, X}
Grand Calro ..... &0, 0000
Lisbon . .ocvecvsnanns B0, 0
Karschan 40, 000
Baalbez ... 0,000
Martinique . 1,000
Tauris ... 30, (An)
Mensina 2, it
40, 00

12,000

20, (1)

1, 000

A, 0

CHptoft «..-sneee 10 (K}
Neat Indles . ERY )
Martinigue .. T00
Tunstl ...... 10,00
Guadeloupe . 4,000
Melfl ...-ve-- 14,000
Schirax . 12 o0y
Salvadoer 3, (O
atabria .. 40,000
Quito .. 5,000y
Mendosm ..o 12, 00y
Peru, Ecuador BO, 000
Ears Hissa ... 20,000
Colcmbia .. 140wy
Western Jave B, 000
= U S 2,208,300
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