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CHILDHOOD SURROUNDINGS OF JESUS

A SUNDAg IN yNAZAKETH DESCRIBED BY WILLIAM ORDWAY PARTRIDGE,

AUTHOR AND SCULPTOR.

Kings have waged warfare, armies lost and
won,

Tyranta their tattle bolts lone years nave
hurled;

But lot the "Vlrtfa and her little Son
Still rule the world. Katrlna Traak.

YOU ever find a lark's nest

DID among the wheat? If so, you
understand how the quiet and

beautiful City of Nazareth nestles down
among the hills of Galilee. If Palestine
was the country of all the world for the
Messiah to como to, then was 'Nazareth,
of all the cities of the ancient civiliza-

tion, the very one for Him to be born In.
You must cross the great Plain of

you must go over the shoulder
of Gllboa, where Saul fought that last
fatal battle, and keep along on the right
of the great plain which had been the
granary of Palestine for 3000 years before
the coming of the Master, and eeems to
lose none of its fertility when other part
of Galileo and Judah are sterile and their
vineyards a matter of history, till you
come to tho little, quiet village of Naln.
Here you get the first glimpse of the mla-er- et

and Christian towers of Nazareth.
A great deal has been written by learned

men about the childhood of Christ, its en-

vironment, and the City of Nazareth
where that boyhood was largely spent.
But after the traveler has been upon the
spot itself, and has approached it with a
feeling of reverence and that strange atlr-rin-g

of tho soul that comes when one is
in the presence of the hills and valleys
which once knew His footsteps, the pic-

ture drawn by learned and literary men
Is Inadequate, and must be relegated to
the bookshelf and tho encyclopedia.

Tissot had the rare privilege of traveling
through the Holy Land with a man who
possessed not only great intelligence, but
who had lived as many years In that
land aa did the Master himself --Herbert
E. Clark, Vice-Cons- ul at Jerusalem. In
the last few months the author of this ar-

ticle has had the opportunity of visiting
this quiet, unassuming little town of Naz-arot- h,

nestled so sweetly among the hills
of Galilee, and has seen with his own eyes
the places where the Christ Child played
and worked and dreamed of that kingdom
which was not to be built with hands.

Dreams of the Christ Child.
It Is not so much learning that Is going

to make us understand the childhood of
the most wonderful personality that the
world has ever known as It Is sympathetic
appreciation of perhaps I may call It
dreaming over the spots where those little
feet passed so lightly when they were
caring for the sheep on the hills above
what waa then a town of no little conse-
quence or standing although aside, lean-
ing on his shepherd's staff and looking
from the great caravan route far out
upon the great Plain of Esdraelon.

la reviewing: the pictures rof the Christ
Child by the great masters one must ac-

knowledge a lack of the reality which the
present age demands. Even In the Dres-
den Madonna, said to be the greatest
painting In the world, which has been
multiplied a million or more times, there
Is lacking the touch of the artist who
has stood on the place where the boy
Christ pushed his plane over the work-
bench, while his father stood silently re-

garding the work and measuring the abil-
ity of his son to follow him in his chosen
craft.

"We know very little from history, from
written facts, of that life after birth In
tho hillsides of Bethlehem, of the flight
into Egypt, and of the return to the beau-
tiful city that looks out upon the Plain
of Esdraelon, which for centuries has
been the granary of Palestine, But, as
Aristotle somewhere says, "Poetry is truer
than history," and when one visits the
spot and is taken possession of by the
Christ that is still alive In the Holy Land,
one may perhaps divine thoughts of that
life which are closer to reality than if
some historians like Josephus and others
had Jotted them down from the stand-
point of the Roman or Greek world.

You must watch the little boys at their
play along the hillsides, see how grace
fully they move In their flowing garments,
have them follow your horse, and, with
their slings of woven cord, throw stones
for you with the accuracy that David had
In tho use of his little sling of the same
order, to understand what that boyhood
was like. The East does not change, and
in 2000 years, despite the armies that have
devastated Palestine, that roadway of the
ancient world which was only 150 miles In
length and perhaps 0 miles In width, it
has remained the same country. The same
skies, the same flowers, the sweet May
pink that smiled Into the face of the Mas-
ter smiles in your face today, and, above
all, Mount Hermon looms beyond, covered
with eternal snows, as it was when the
Christ Child saw the sun set over it 2000

yeans ago.

Real Picture Found In. Types.
We must take that child out of the

hands of the old masters, out of the con-

ventional draperies that have been
wrapped about him, and place him In the
light, flowing garment that the Arab and
Bedouin boy wears today. He must have
his hair flowing In the wind or bound
about with the cloth of cotton which he
may at will draw over his face to protect
him from the wind or burning sun. We
must look Into the blue eyes which one
meets occasionally today, and which were
not uncommon In the days when Nazareth
was a Roman possession. We muet aban-
don the Idea of his disputing with the
doctors in the temple, and understand that
he merely talked as a child might do to-

day In the outer courts, and look upon
much that has come down to us In the
symbolical way that tho Arab looks upon
things today.

We And in the marshy places of the
Jordan thousands of Bedouins, with their
tents of goatskin, who have had their
camping ground there from prehistoric
times. They have been driven out only
to return after the enemy has left their
country, or they have been strong enough
again to get possession of the land which
th?y felt belonged to them by divine right.
One may well speak of the East as un-

changing! One lonely minaret, from which
at sunset the sheik calls the few Moham-
medans who live in this Christian city
to prayer, and announces, with his hand
at the side of his mouth to carry his

voice over the hills, that there la only I r
one God, and Mohammed is his greatest
prophet one minaret alone tells the trav- - J

eler and the artist that the little town
is now a Mohammedan possession. All
about us are signs of the Christian faith.
The most interesting spot, perhaps, of any
is the email chapel built over the work-
shop of Joseph on a height which com-

mands the surrounding country to tho
south and north, and from the threshold
of which the Christ Child could see tho
distant hills of Samaria, where In later lif o

he was to stop and talk with the woman
at the well and to Impress upon her the
fact of his divinity.

The happiest painting of the past yeani
that has been made is, perhaps, that of
Hoffman, of the boy Christ disputing with
the doctors. But it is not a great work of
art, and it is not true to the conditions
that existed at that time, nor in costume f

or guise to the Child it represents. It la
in no sense Oriental or Eastern, but is &

painting made in tho studio of the artist,
happy in conception. It appeals to the
popular sense because the painter has in-

fused into tho face of the child some-
thing of tho divine life he possessed. But
this is an age that demands truth; it is
no longer satisfied with flowing draperies
and trains of following angels and stage
scenery, and I count it a happy thing
that the age demands not only truth, but
character; it shows that man is coming
Into closer relationship with the author
of all truth God himself. When we think,
for Instance, of the child being born In
the stable at Bethlehem, the Anglo-Saxo- n

imagination thinks of such a stable as we
see here on the cast or west side apart
from the dwelling and surrounded by
coarse attendants and by the accessories
which go to make up the modern stable.

But In the East, at that time, the stable
was merely a division or a portion of the
large khan, or Inn, where , the traveler
stopped for rest and refreshment, and
which one sees In Italy and other coun
tries today. A large space is inclosed by
a wall, with huge gates for an entrance,
which are shut at night to keep out ma-

rauders and brigands. The divisions be-

tween the traveler and his camel or don-

key are of a fragile nature.
One can see Buch a khan on the road

from Jericho to Jerusalem, known as the
Inn of the Good Samaritan, where. In
truth, refreshment Is furnished to man
and beast. And no doubt the spot that is
pointed out In the Church of the Nativity
was merely a portion or a part of a khan,
where the traveler rested his horse or
donkey, and either ate alongside of his
beast or in an adjoining room, that hal
no door for division, but merely a sus-
taining column or beam to strengthen the
roof. Xet us, then, forget our modern
idea of a stable, and think of the birth-
place of our Lord as quite- - a natural one
for the time and epoch, where any' child
might have been born except that of a
Roman Prince or one of the Roman aris-
tocracy. It might be well to do away with
the idea of all that Is miraculous in the
childhood of the Master, and so bring it
closer to our own childhood and our own
children.

The poem hangs on the berry bush
When comes the poet's eye.

And the whole street Is one masquerade
When Shakespeare passes by.

Every child life Is miraculous. If we
have the Insight to see it. That He was
a remarkable child cannot be doubted, and
yet we must remember that at the age of
12 In the East a girl Is given in marriage,
and a boy Is often as far developed as
a man of 20 in our land. He does not have
to contend with the physical sciences; he
does not have thrust upon him books and
pamphlets without number, to confuse and
distract his plain and simple thinking.
Christ was educated as were all the chil-
dren of His time, first by the lovely and
lowly Mary, His mother, a beautiful type
of the purest and most gentle woman-
hood, and a type that the Roman Church
has used to dignify woman, so that her
place has risen from that of a slave or
toy to that of a companion and helpmate
of man. His father was a man of more
than ordinary ability. Tradition, which
lives for thousands of years In the East,
represents him as a serious, hard-worki-

man, whose Interest was largely in his
work-benc- h and In developing his children
to the best of his ability.

But to return to this simple workshop,
where the Christ Child spent many hours
of His day, when His brothers were tend
ing the sheep upon the hillside. He
brought his wonderful creative ability to
bear upon the simple workmanship which
was produced by Joseph, His father. In
those days the craft of the carpenter was
very different from what It Is today. To-
day He would be called a master work-
man, for then men cared tor the Impress
of the hand upon the work, and each
carpenter could turn out all the details
of the house and bring to his work the
art and training that were necessary to
lift him above the mere Bedouin herds-
man or a soldier In the armies of Rome.

There Is one picture, executed by
Murlllo, who never visited the Holy
Land, but who, through his creative
genius, and that divine Idealism which Is
the artist s birthright, gave to it that
wonderful touch which must make It live
forever. But the face Is not intense or
forcible enough. The boys of Nazareth
have keen, sharp faces, deep-se- t eyes,
smooth brows, black or blond and red-
dish hair, and are quick to learn any
word that may serve them In the direction
of their work. The frequent allusions In
the New Testament to the shepherd and
his sheep go to prove that the Master
was familiar with every detail of the
shepherd's life, and one can scarcely un
derstand that unless he climbs over the
hills, with their olive trees and syca-
mores, and here and there a sacred grove,
and watches some boy of 10 or 12 call to
his sheep, and sees them turn suddenly
from their grazing and follow him, or
dart In another direction with the pre-

cision of the shepherd dogs of the Scotch
Highlanders. The "sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow me"
and we know that these little footsteps
went In quest frequently of a lost lamb
bleating upon the hills which had strayed
from His father's flock.

Pope Ieo Xin gave to that simple
chapel, presided over by the Capuchin
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Therefore, whether It were I or they, so we
preach and so ye believe. Now, If It
preached he roe from the dead, say
some anon; you. There is resurrection
the dead? I Cor.. xv:ll-1-

of our Lord's has re-

turned, with its joy to the world. From the humblest
and the stateliest temple of pralee

be sung today earth around. wheels of factories
of commerce are silent, and those labor and are

heavy can hear the invitation: "Come unto and
I give rest." fragrant early flowers

buds gathered Into garlands In his name, sweeten
present tolls and faith in larger hope.
than eighteen hundred years have passed since the angel
announced glad tidings the women, Is
That a new power in the world. His

disciples, doubting Thomas,
"begotten a lively hope by

Jesus Christ from dead. Under of
it.

us understand what meant Js risen."
attempt In certain quarters to give a sort of

to the death, burial
the Christ must be met with plain statement of the

facts as set in These can
verified if among certain facts of history. It Is

that Jesus, who was called Christ, was crucified
under Pilate,

By set of sun
Arlmathuean Joseph craved, and rained
The to lay him in his sepulcher
Fresh hewn, where no man ever yet was
Shut a garden.

On third tomb was empty. contro-
versy arose what of the body. first
claim made by the enemies of Christ was his
disciples by night stole body, while Ro-
man guard asleep." of angel,

Is risen," has accepted by his friends as
truth, upon which the church depends and upon which

salvation the world "For If dead
rise then Christ Is not risen, Christ be not
raised, faith vain and ye are yet in

I am the and the the
Lord, St. John, xl:23.

The of Christ Is keystone In the arch
of Christianity. Is crowning of
his life and the central of all To believe In
the Is no difficult than to believe
is a God. If thero Is a and he Is not a force In
nature, and men are not led on by "a sort of fatal-
ity," should It be thought "a thing Incredible that God
should the dead"? If God Is giver of
he not also be restorer of life? There Is a kingdom of
death, should not the great sovereign of the universe
conquer It?

Is death lord of living world? Nay, we believe
la the and that If a man he shall live again.

we are not forced this belief by terrors and
threatenlngs. welcome message Is
brought by loving angels and echoed th of men
and women. Is it a Incredible that life-giv- er

the should lead?
message that Is conquered isjust the thing

that all men want hear. and not
death, we want for ourselves for our ones whom
we expect to meet again.

But are the raised up, and with what
do they come"?

case of Jesus Chrlct we know that his own nat-
ural came of the grave. He walked and talked
with disciples. He showed them his hands and his

Still there was difference between the
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at the "Itwas sown a natural body. It raised a

body." It passed through? bolted doors. It had
marvelous powers of It appeared and suddenly

Is, of our Lord
'was Different, yet the same the

same personality, the same Christ. disciples had
doubt whatever.

resurrection of Christ Is a figure and earnest of
our own material structure of our bod-
ies Is changing yet we know we are retaining
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bringing together of every Identical particle of dust for re
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fied, will be the the of spiritual powers. But wo are presupposing that your life
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highroads of Galilee today. The father is
Intent upon the work, but on the other
side of the canvas, seated upon the steps
of stone and stucco that lead to an' up-
per sleeping apartment, sits Mary, the
mother, with the handloom arrested for
the moment, gazing intently upon her
child, her heart bent upon her son, dream-
ing half sadly of his future, with a sub-

conscious thought possessing her or fore-
boding of the sacrifice and 111 that must
betide her child.

The artist has made a mast h'.pjfy'con-tra- st

between the mother and the father.
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The apostles gave their united testimony to the fact of the bodily resurrection of the Christ. Paul declared: "So
we preach and so ye believed." "For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that he was 'burled, and that he rose again the third day according to
the Scriptures." ,

Peter proclaimed on Pentecost: "This same Jesus hath God raised up whereof we all are witnesses." That the
early church believed In the bodily resurrection of the Christ from the dead, there can be no reasonable doubt.

That he died upon a Roman cro?,s has never been seriously" called In question; but that he died for our sins gives
emphasis to the controversy. This fact Is commemorated In the Lord's SuPPer, Instituted by the Lord himself our
Passover In Jerusalem, as he celebrated for the last time Israel's memorial feast of their deliverance from Egyptian
bondage. Every disciple in becoming his follower had Impressed upon him the fact of the burial and the resurrection,
and was required to give expression to his faith by being "burled with him In baptism." In which the candidate
said to himself: "Now I enter Into fellowship with the death of Christ; I am burled with Christ In the Immersion
and In the emersion rise to newness of life." They believed that he rose from the dead on tho first day of the week.

Whatever controversy may have arisen In the early centuries of the church, concerning the time of celebrating the
anniversary"! thero was unity In the faith In this, and In the apostolic age there was no distinction placed upon one
first day over another; for every first day was observed as a memorial and was called "the Lord's day." "We know
from trje early enemies of the church as to what was meant by the resurrection of Christ. It was an affirmation,
and a denial of the proposition. "He Is risen." The fact can neither be explained nor overthrown by the mythical
theory of Strauss or the legendary theory of Renan. The fact remains, "He was declared to be the son of God, with
power according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead." (Rom. 1:4.) It Is "the son of God with
pqwer" with whom the critics will have to do In the last analysis. Jesus said: "I have power to lay It down, and I
have power to take It again. This commandment have I received of my father," and when he had taken It again
he slid to his disciples: "All power Is given unto me In heaven and In earth." This new power, as believed and
preached and received, was the sun of righteousness arising with healing in his wings. It was the spirit of God
moving again upon the face of the waters and proclaiming: "Let there bo light." It Is more likely that miracles
have been wrought than that certain kinds of testimony should be false, and, therefore it should not be thought "a
thing incredible that God should raise the dead," even though a miracle is Involved.

The flowers we bring today are arguments in bloom, and proclaim a general resurrection from the bodies that
have been sown. In the natural world this fact Is beyond dispute. Upon the burial and the resurrection of the
grain depends our dally bread. This Is the atonement that nature makrs for the animal body. You may not be
able to explain the thousands of mysteries, respecting the relation of sunlight to flower, but you must accept the
facts or deny your senses. You must appropriate the atonement which nature makes for your body or you will dle
Jesus said: "Thus It Is written, p.nd thus It behooved the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day."
It was a divine necessity. Life and immortality must b brought to light. He had taught his disciples not to fear
them who could kill the body but could nbt kill the soul. He knew Its nature; it bore kinship to himself, and he
knew himself. He knew that his flesh should not see corruption and that his soul would not be left in the unseen
world, but that he would conquer death and take away Its sting and rob the grave of its victory. Modern philosophy
may well stand perplexed before this supernatural proposition and leave it with the realm of faith, where It properly

.belongs.
By his resurrection he has proven that he is the bread which came down from heaven, and that If we shall

appropriate this atonement we shall live forever. This gave new life to the world. A new meaning came into hu-
man effort: and the followers of the risen Lord struggled upward toward their new idea!, not satisfied until they
should awake In his likeness. Hls'power Increases with the passing years. Altars and temples continue to rise. Indi-
viduals and peoples are being redeemed. These supernatural effects proclaim a supernatural cause, and on this great
day, while wo may not be able to fathom tho mysteries, we can accept the fact and crown him Lord of all:

f
I

On the ground are some doves picking up
bits of straw and the wheat that has
fallen from the manger close at hand,
where the donkey was kept which was
necessary for any man who made jour-
neys over the hills to Samaria, or on to
Jerusalem, or down to the Great Plain and
back again.

The simple-hearte- d monk permitted me
to sit there quietly and study this picture,
and seemed surprised that I cared to

linger where the average traveler glanced
about, consulted his Baedeker and moved
on.x The artist had come down to Naza-
reth, had walked over Its hills, had
watched the children at their play, or
following the sheep patiently as they
grazed from hillock to hilltop. Renan and
a few German critics have done their ut-

most to discredit the historical accuracy
of these spots that tradition has held to
as the birthplace, the workshop and the
place of crucifixion of the Master, but
when all Is told they only give you their
own opinion, or what M. Renan thinks or
believes, and, for my part. I prefer, with
the men who have loved this life and
these holy places, to believe the tradi-

tions and the feeling that possesses the
poet and the artist as he lingers on these
sacred spots. I prefer to believe. Indeed,
that "poetry Is truer than history."

"With the "Women nt the Fountain.
Tho afternoon Is wearing away, the

flocks are coming In from the hillside and
the mother is waiting to receive her boy
at the door of their simple dwelling. Now
comes the journey to the fountain. The
fountain has been the gathering place
from time immemorial at twilight for
maiden and 'mother, where they could
pause for a moment after they had drawn
the water or were waiting their turn to
have their jars filled, and converse with
one another about the household and all
the Interests that make up the simple life
of a woman In the East. And we must
look upon Mary the Mother In a very-simpl-e

and natural way. We must talk
today with the women at the fountain,
who come as did this simple-hearte- d

daughter of Israel, to fill her water jar
where women akin In thought and feel
ing met to talk for the human heart
does not change, even if the East could
undergo any transformation, which It has
not. Close to ner clings the modest, re-

tiring Child of six or seven, with a se-

rious face, straight features, fine clear
brow and pure heart, which make child
life Indeed like the kingdom of heaven.

"When the Master said, "Suffer the lit-

tle ones to come unto me," he was speak-

ing from His own childhood, when He
clung closely and shyly to His mother's
flowing garment and listened attentively
to all that was said at the fountain,
and perhaps shrank from the tramp and
gaze of the Roman soldier, splendid in

"his armor, who treated the Jew as the
Rorran treated all the people he con-

quered, with that air of domination and
haughtiness natural to a race whose only
thought was domination and possession a
race that never produced In Its whole
history one single native artist, but was
satisfied to steal the art products of other
nations to decorate the splendid portico of
Herod or his more gorgeous palace upon
the Hill of Zlon.

Is It not a lovely scene In the twilight,
which is followed so quickly in the East
by the night and the gathering stars? "We

scarcely say twilight before It Is dusk,
and dusk before it is night. "We must
not look for the Jewish type that we are
accustomed to see In the modern world,
for the Jew of that period had not yet
suffered sufficiently to lose the looks of
beauty and dignity for which ho was
renowned throughout tho ancient world.
One finds the same type at the same foun-
tain today soft brown eyes nestled un-

der calm brow, with masses of dark hair
covered by a headdress which could be
drawn quickly over the face to protect
the possessor from the stare of the rude
Roman or the "evil eye," which supersti-
tion has brought down to the modern
Arabian and Bedouin from the days of the
Pharaohs.

Of his brothers and sisters we know
little, but ae the child Is father to the
man we know what his devotion must
have been been, because In this day the
family ties of the Syrian and the Israel
ite are never broken. It was this In part
that In later life confused the mother and
father when he escaped from them in
the going up to the gorgeous temple for
the sacrifice of the Passover, and when
he turns to them and says, "How Is it
that ye sought me? "Wist ye not that I
must be about my Father's business?" it
was harder for them than it would be
for us today to understand that love of
humanity which was to be the light of
the world and which made all men his
brothers.

"We must understand that the child who
tends his sheep or follows his mother to
the fountain In the twilight or the other
children who were his playmates or com-

panions was a descendant of a noble and
kingly race, and that the fact that his
father followed a handicraft In no wise
took from the dignity of his manhood.
Tho child himself no doubt knew that he
was a descendant of the house of David,
for In later life he grew Into that com-

manding figure which attracted attention
wherever he passed because of the dlgnlty
and beauty of his personal appearance
tho only thing that carries any weight
In the East. So we must look In the child
for the dignity and seriousness of ono
who stands constantly In the sight of the
hills and the great plains that stretch
away beneath him.

The figure Is not unlike the one of Gi-

otto tending his sheep on the hills of
Tuscany, and becoming later the friend
and companion of the great master poet,
Dante. Of course, life became a serious
pursuit very early to this child, for the
wealth of a household often consisted In
Its one flock of sheep or goats, and In

a way he was responsible for this flock
when he went out In the morning on the
hills to see that no wolf or preying jackal
should seize upon a stray lamb or wan-
dering kid. So the child became fearless

for even today, as you camp In and
about Nazareth, you hear the cry of the
jackal or tho distant call of the hyena;
and In those days it must have been no
uncommon thing for a Hon to venture

across from the land of Bashan and the
deserts, that were as Impenetrable then
as they are today, and seize boldly any-

one of the sheep or goats that ventured
far away from the flock.

Christ the Shepherd Boy.
He was not alone In his wanderings

over the hillside, and when at noon he sat
down to eat that portion prepared by the
careful mother for her favorite child he
had by him one or more boys of his own
age, engaged In a like pursuit, and who
would call to one another from the hill-

tops a note of warning at the approach
of danger, or a rallying cry when the
afternoon grew late, so that they could
return together to the evening metl and
the happy play that goes on in the twi-

light before they go to their early sleep.
One may And towns In Syria after dark,

as in Egypt, without a single light burn-
ing. It Is only the Christian who has in-

troduced the lamp and altar, which is now-kep- t

burning in memory" of that light
which can never die out. "What more
tranquil home or surroundings could havo
been found for the growth and develop-

ment of this serious and quiet-heart-

child, who in SO years was to shake the
old faiths to their foundation and even
startle the Roman world into a recogni-
tion of a kingdom which they could not
understand but dimly felt was greater
than the power of Rome, than this little
town, lying like an eddy among the sur-
rounding hills unlike Bethlehem of Ju-de- a,

where towenntr mountains suddenly
start up from the valley where "the shep-

herds watched their flocks by night"
apart from the high roads and the cara-
van route that connected Jerusalem with
Tyre and Sldon and the cities along the
coast of the Mediterranean!

It was not until his 12th year, when
a boy Is thought to reach his early ma-

turity In the East, that he was allowed
to join that happy procession and many
colored throng that went up to Jerusalem
to pay tribute at the great temple.
"Strongest minds are often those of
whom the noisy world hears least." We
can Imagine his feelings when he left
that village surrounded and hidden in its
gardens and trees, passed through Sa-

maria, down the steep hillside of Judah.
and came In sight of the most splendid
city of the eastern world and then stood
before the temple, the center and heart
of the Hebrew life, the symbol of the na-

tional greatness and unity, so often de-

stroyed and yet so marvelously preserved
through all the ages. How early revela-
tion took place In the heart of this Christ
child and he became conscious of his mis-

sion we can only judge from our own
hearts and experience, but no doubt at
4 or 5 there came to him those strange
day dreams on the hillsides of Galilee
which were to become the great eternal
facts of his final mission.

It was common for the doctors In the
outer courts to discuss the niceties of the
Jewish law and to split hairs over the
Sabbath day and how It should be kept,
and the ceremonials, which to many of
them were a mere matter of form. And
It is not at all an Impossible situation to
have this boy put from his eager heart
one or two startling questions to a group
of doctors with their students, and to
puzzle them by a knowledge that he had
gleaned from communion with nature and
with all the books and doctors that his
own village of Nazareth afforded.

His mother knew more about this boy
than any one In the world, but It is re-

corded that "she kept all these sayings in
her heart." Through all his life he was
Identified with the city where he pased his
childhood, and the blind beggar by the
way breaks through the hum of the multi-
tude with the cry "Jesus, that son of
David," because he had been told that
Jesus of Nazareth was passing by.

A Prayer.
I crave, dear Lord,
No boundless hoard

Of gold and gear;
" Nor Jewels fine.

Nor land.?, nor klne.
Nor treasure-heap- s of anything.

Let but a little hut be mine.
"Where at the hearthstone I may hear

The cricket sing;
And have the shine

Of one glad woman's eyes to make.
For my poor sake.

Our simple home a place divine
Just the wee cot the cricket's chirr
Love, and the smiling face of her.

I pray not for
Great riches, nor

For vast estate, and castle-hall- 3

Give me to hear the bare footfalls
Of children o'er
An oaken floor.

New-rinse- d with sunshine, or bespread
"With but the tiny coverlet
And pillow for the baby's head;
And. pray thee, may
The door stand open and the day

Send over In a gentle breeze
With fragrnncc from the locust trees.

And drowsy moan of doves, and blur
Of robin-chirp- s, and drone of bees.

With after-hush- of the stir
Of Intermingling sounds, and then

The good w Ifo and the smile of her.
Filling the silences again

The cricket's call
And the wee cot.

Dear Lord of all.
Deny me not.

I pray not that
Men tremble at

My power of placo
And lordly stvay

I only pray for simple grace
To look my neighbor In the face

Full honestly from day to day
Yield me his horny palm to hold.

And I'll not pray
For gold
The tanned face, garlanded with mirth.
It hath the kingllest smile on earth

The swart brow, diamonded with sweat.
Hath never need for coronet,

And so I reach.
Dear Lord, to thee,

And do beseech
Thou glvest mo

The wee cot, and the cricket's chirr.
Love, and the glad, sweet face of her!

James "Whltcomb Riley.

Llffht.
The night has a thousand eyes,

And the day but one;
Yet the light of the bright world

With the dying sun.
dies

The mind ha3 a thousand eyes.
And the heart but one;

Yet the light of Hfo dies
When love Is done.

FrancU William Bourdlllon.


