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F THE President of the United States
I were obliged to pay postage on every

piece of mail matter sent out from
the White House, the expense would
amount to one-sixt- h of his salary. Since
President Roosevelt has been in office
the mall addressed to the Chief Magis-
trate has been the heaviest In the history
nnd it Is steadily growing rather than
diminishing in proportions. Probably no
other one man in the world receives
everj' day in the year so many personal
letters as are sent to the President of
the United States, and very certainly
no other man receives communications
of such varied character. At the pres-
ent time anywhere from 500 to 1000 letters
are received at the "White House every
day. In addition to this, hundreds of
pieces of printed matter are received
every day.

To consider and answer the half a
million communications which come to
the Presidential mansion each year re-

quires the almost continuous services
of upward of a dozen men. This too,
without taking into consideration the
employes of the General Postofflce at
Washington who are detailed to dis-

tribute the President's mall.
The first step in the handling of the

White House mail at its destination is
taken by the trusted employe of the
"White House, who makes three or four
trips daily to the postofllce to secure ;

the mail. Upon the arrival of the letters
at the White House they are turned
over to a clerk whose sole duty is to
open the envelopes and unfold the letters.
The communications next pass to a
clerk who sorts the missives. Many of
the letters pertain to what might be
termed routine Governmental matters
and are turned over to one or another
of the Executive departments. The great
bulk of the President's mail goes to
his secretaries, and most of It they
answer over their own signatures with-
out ever troubling the busy Chief Magis-
trate with the matter.

Cannot Rend, One-Ten- th of Tlieni.
The President does not peruse per-

sonally one-ten- th of the letters which
are addressed to him. Indeed, 50 com-
munications a day is a liberal estimate
of the number which come under his
eye. The letters, which by reason of
thelr seeming importance, or the doubt
of the secretaries as to their proper
tiisposltlon do finally pass the gauntlet
and come into the hands of the President
himself are disposed of in one of three

i ways. In the cases of many of them,
'die turns the letters over to the secretaries
.with an Indication of the character of

I the reply to be sent. To a few of tho
letters the President dictates replies
Which he signs personally, and to a
very limited number of personal friends
he pens ocnfldentlal letters. President
Roosevelt writes very few autograph

VJetters.
Naturally such inscriptions as "Per-leona- l"

and "Private" cannot be regard-fe- d

in opening the White House mail,
jtout there are ways in which the iniu-toat-

may insure their commun.-Icatlo-

reaching the President personally.
(.The approved plan is for the writer to
iplace his initials or name in autograph
'in the lower left hand corner of the
envelope. For Instance, a confidential
note from the President's personal friend
Senator Lodge, bears in the corner the
initials H. C. L. In a majority of cases
'.the provision of these safeguards is su-

perfluous for the clerk who opens the
jnail has come by experience to rec-ognl- ze

Instantly the. handwriting of the
irelatives and Intimates of the Chief Ex-
ecutive and their letters go through
without molestation. Sometimes ls

not personally known to tho
.President, but who have learned of the
(plan in vogue, seek to reach his ear
,by placing their initials on a missive or
occasionally even resort to the ruse
of affixing the Initials of some one
known to be close to the Chief Magis-
trate. Such efforts never avail, how-
ever, for if the deception is not detected
hy the assorting clerk the schemer's
letter is turned back into the proper
channel by the President when he de-
tects its character.

Stereotyped Answers.
The work of answering the Presiden-

tial mall Is a task of herculean propor-
tions. An effort is made to acknowledge
in some manner every communication
sent to the White House. Five or six
stenographers are constantly em-
ployed typewriting the letters dic-
tated by the President and his
secretaries. Naturally great num-
bers of letters can be answered by what
are known as "forms," that is phrase-
ology arranged to cover any and all
inquiries on a certain subject. For
instance, the hundreds of people who,
after the President has delivered an
important address or sent a message to
Congress, send congratulatory letters and
telegrams to the White House all re-
ceive letters of acknowledgement and
thanks which are practically Identical.
Loch, Roosevelt's Risrht-Uan- d Man.

The general public and particularly
the feminine portion of it appears to
cherish the belief that, whereas there is
no possibility that a letter can reach
the President Inviolate, there is reason-
able surety that a missive to a member
of his Immediate family will reach its
destination unmolested. This is utter fal-
lacy, for every letter addressed to Mrs.
Roosevelt or any of the children passes
through exactly the same channel as does
the mall designed for the head of the
household, and the chanaes that It will

ever come under the eye of the intended
recipient are quite as remote. The gen-
eral mail for the various members of the
Roosevelt household must all come under
the scrutiny of Assistant Secretary Will-
iam Loeb, Jr., popularly known as the
"President's right-han- d man," and- - the
social activities at the "White House and
t,he prominence into which Miss Alice
Roosevelt has been brought by the chris-
tening of the Kaiser's yacht and other
events has necessitated the devotion of
an unprecedented amount of time to this
class of correspondence. v

Another important and decidedly ardu-
ous duty which has fallen to the, lot of
Mr. Loeb Is the manigement of the vol-
uminous correspondence connected with
social activities at tho White House. Th
dispatch of the Invitations for dinners,
luncheons, balls and receptions is not so
serious a matter since all those designed
for residents" of Washington are delivered
by mounted messengers, but the replies
help to swell the volume of the regular
stream of mall, and these make work
for the force under Mr. Loeb's direction,
for each declination or acceptance must
be properly tabulated and each - name
checked off, so that it will be possible to
estimate accurately the number of pros-
pective guests at any forthcoming func-
tion.

Ludicrous Letters.
Every rich man of any prominence In

America receives daily a number of the
oddest requests imaginable, but it is safe
to say that the communications in no
case compare in novelty and absurdity
with the curiosities which crowd the
White House mall bags. There are let-

ters humorous and sad, missives pleading
and threatening and communications of
praise and censure. Many of the letters
received are infinitely sad, but a tar
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greater number are in some degree ludi-
crous.

Most numerous possibly are the appeals
of persons who wish the President to aid
them to secure positions either In the
Government service or elsewhere. The
"begging letters" form a vast proportion,
ranging all the way from the

of professional beggars to tho re-
quests of churches and charitable

seeking subscriptions. It may be
noted that every appeal for aid which
bears the slightest evidence of possible
worthiness is turned over to some chari-
table organization in the community from
which it has emanated. Great quantities
of anonymous letters are received and a
surprisingly large number of appeals come
from persons who seek to enlist the aid
of the President in paying off mortgages.
Finally are the threatening and

letters of various kinds and
the number of communications of this
kind Is simply astounding. Com-
paratively but a small portion of them,
however, are deemed of sufficient Import-
ance to warant by the
Secret Service.

Rats!
Many of the letters addressed to tho

President are induced by newspaper com-

ment. A striking evidence of this was
afforded recently when ait item went the
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which, taking: on a fresh coat with the Southern States, of course, this rule of rings'; each standing for the passage of
rest of the tree, remains always as a date does .not hold, since a tree may take a year of time, are easily counted by
noticeable lump on the smoother surface on more than a single rlng each year the unaided eye; though the reading of
of the surrounding- bark and as .a per-
manent

In a milder climate; in Louisiana, .for other blazes calls for the use of a micro-
scope,indication of the record con-

tained
example, the use of the blaze to distin-
guish

so closely are the rings drawn
within. "boundary lines is not known, and together.

Evidence That Cannot Be Disputed. even as far north a3 Tennessee Its evi-
dence

The collection of this remarkable evi-
denceis more or less doubtful; but is not always ari easy matter.The is. Ineffaceableblazln? then, an when it is remembered that up till The Maine woods, for example, are fre

record as long as the tree which bears recently the great forest domains of the quently surveyed in "Winter, when the
It escapes the ax of .the lumberman. The North have been the ones chiefly devel- - j snowdrifts are four to six feet deep and
surveyor's recorded figures may be in oped commercially the Importance of a the surveyors, are obliged to travel on
error, and his written description may surveyor's knowing how to use and Iden snowahoes. In Summer, when the level
not coincide with the line he traced on tify the blaze will be apparent. of travel has again been lowered to the
the tree trunks ith his hatchet, but the Dates Fixed "by the Rings. normal and the foliage obscures, to
blazes are and in a court of There are certain specimens among some extent, the upper tree trunks, it is
law they are Indisputable evidence. "They those at the Institute of Technology difficult to locate, from the ground, the
cannot be made to lie in any particular. which shows in a surprising way the outward indications of blazes, particular-

lyIndeed, for nature has arranged that they value of. tree blazings as legal documents. if they are of some age. Then, at
shall fix dates as accurately as they pre-
serve

In one case the heart of a biased tree whatever cost of time and trouble, the
Inscriptions The outer shell which had rotted, the surveyor's marks crumb-

ling'
most expert woodsmen are employed to

has grown over the scar Is sawed away, away with It, but a distinct impres-
sion

search for them, with the result that a
and the rings In the wood beneath the of every line remained, in revers-e- considerable portion of the expense of
bark are counted. In the Northern marred only by the nearly closed, butnev- - trying a "land case" Is not infrequently
States, where the difference in the sea-
sons

er healing original split on the Inner side charged up to finding and bringing to
is so sharp that a tree has never of the new growth which had formed ) court these curious evidences of property

been known to take on more than one while tne tree was stm nealthy; ana which no can coniuse
layer in a single year, these rings set this Impression was accepted by the and no argument confute, so long as they
the date when' the record was made i court as conclusive evidence. In another ! are honestly gathered and. fairly pre- -
witn absolute exactness. In most of the I specimen no less tnan 47 line tell-ta- le sented.

rounds of the press to the effect that the
White House was infested with rats. No
sooner had publicity been given the re-
port than there was an avalancho of let-
ters recommending various plans for get-
ting rid of the rodents. Manufacturers of
rat poisons and traps donated their wares
and one solicitous citizen sent five cats
which were declared to be famous rat
catchers. This latter donation still fur-
ther complicated matters for the corre-
spondence corps, for a report was printed
to the effect that the felines were being
persecuted by Jack, the White House dogA
and this brought a number of Indignant
protests from sympathetic ladles who de-

nounced as an outrage the supposed
cruelty.

From the day the announcement was
made that Miss Alice Roosevelt had been
chosen to christen the yacht of the Ger-
man Emperor, the letters addressed to
the daughter of the White House In-

creased In number until they threatened
to rival those addressed to the President
himself. Many of the persons who wrote
to Miss Alice offered suggestions relative
to tho. lRunehine. ilnnv Indies besousrht
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investigation

unchanging,

! her use water Instead of wine in the
christening and others suggested that the
baptism be made with flowers.
Annoying Letters to the Household.

The President, Mrs. Roosevelt and Miss
Alice have all three come in for most
generous attention on the part of mer-
chants and manufacturers seeking the
indorsement of articles of various kinds.
Mrs. Roosevelt receives proffers of suf--
ficient eatables to stock a grocery store
and both ladles are deluged with the
wares of soapmakers and manufacturers
of toilet preparations, many of whom
plead for indorsement. Any gifts which
are received at the White House with a
request for indorsements are immediate-
ly returned. It will doubtless surprise

many persons to learn that threatening
and denunciatory letters are sent to the
ladles of the Presidential household as
well as to the Chief Executive. Thus Miss
Roosevelt's participation In the christen-
ing of the Emperor's yacht has brought
forth not a few rabid' expressions from
cranks who are agitated by anything
touching even remotely monarchial insti-
tutions.

One member of what might be termed
tho correspondence bureau at the White
House devotes his time to clipping tho
marked articles relative to the President
and to pasting these extracts in large
scrapbooks. President Roosevelt is unlike
his predecessor in his methods of keeping
in touch with public opinion. The late
President McKlnley was wont to order the
submission to him of every publication of
any prominence which commented on
topics bearing upon. National policy. Pres-
ident Roosevelt does not do this, but he
is a great newspaper reader, and thus
keeps pretty closely In touch with affairs
generally.

JfeTT Stationery.
The stationery used at the White House

is white and bears inscriptions in purple.
When President Roosevelt took up the
reins of government all the old stationery
was discarded and a new supply printed.
In order to enable the substitution of the

WM. LOEB, JR., ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO PRESIDEST-ROOSEVELT- .

Importuni-
ties

organ-
izations

there
"crank"

received

words White House for Executive Man-
sion as the official designation of the
Presidential residence. Special paper is
provided for the letters which the Presi
dent signs personally nnd also for the 1

social correspondence of Mrs. Roosevelt
and Miss Alice. All envelopes, In which
are dispatched communications bearVf
upon public business bear the Inscription
"White House Official," and are trans-
mitted through the malls without postage
stamps or other franks.

With the increasing demand upon tho
time of the Chief Executive, and the in-

evitable curtailment of the number of call-
ers whom he can see personally, the vol-
ume of "White House mail has grown sur-
prisingly. In order to prevent being over-
whelmed, the Secretaries frequently work
at the executive offices until long past
midnight, day after day. However, the
work has been systematized to a marvel-
ous degree, as may be Imagined from the
fact that of all the thousands of commu-
nications handled during the past half
decade, not a single one Has been lost.

WALDEN FAWCETT.
(Copyrighted. 1002.)

SILENT EVIDENCE
THAT NEVER LIES

TREE BLAZES AND THEIR
IMPORTANT USE IN LAND
CASES.

OSTON, ,March 10. (Special Cor

B' respondence.) One the most curi-
ous collections to be found in this

city of museums consists entirely of
"blazes" cut from the trunks of trees.
It ls owned by .the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology and is kept in the
rooms of the department of civil engi-
neering, where it serves not so much
for the purpose of illustrating an

bit of woodcraft as to teach the
young engineer the value of a kind .of
evidence rough but sure that Is famil-
iar to courts of law all over the Northern
States and Is accepted by them, in cases
of dispute, where carefully drawn plans
and formally attested title-dee- are set
aside as untrustworthy.

Everyone who knows the woods at all
knows what a blaze ls the sharp, glanc-
ing cut of an ax which exposes the
fresh, clean wood beneath the bark so
that one may follow an otherwise indis-
tinguishable trail from tree to tree and
from one end of the forest to the other.
But the blaze ls used, not only to indicate
a path but to mark the boundaries of
forest ownership. It follows the imagi-
nary line of the surveyor, as well as the
footsteps of the pioneer and the hunter,
so that the knowledge of how a line ls
blazed, and of how to distinguish blazes
that were cut a generation or more ago
on trees still growing in the original
forest Is necessarily a part of .the equip- - 1

ment of an all round surveyor.
Ilovr Trees Are Biased.

As nearly as possible the trees selected
for blazing follow the exact boundary
line. If, as often happens, a tree is not
quite on tho line at a proper point of
distanco from the last blaze, the mark is
made on the nearest side of the trunk;
if on the other hand, a tree happens to
stand so that the line passes directly
through it, two blazes are made on oppo-slt- o

sides so as to point out tho precise
direction which the. line takes. At a cor-
ner where two lines come together,
either a "monument," as such an offic-

ial landmark ls called, is erected, or a
tree is blazed on all four sides or some-
times three or four trees are scarred so
as to lndlcato, as exactly as possible,
the turning point around which they
grow.

In making a blaze the hunter simply
slices off a piece of the bark and of the
wood beneath it as he passes by; the
surveyor cuts Into the blaze first an ar-
row which points the direction in which
his line passes, then a private device
which stands for his personal signature.
In many states Maine, for example. In
New England, and most of the great
commonwealths of the West where tho
townships are fou tho most part laid out
with uniform regularity, with a stone
post as" a "monument" at every corner,
the surveyor registers also the distanco
from one of theso posts at. every even
mile thereby establishing his line with
absolute certalnity at that point and giv-
ing a secondary basis for the written
description of the boundary required in
title-dee- and abstracts.

This Record Is Permanent.
The permanency of the record which

these blazes thus carry is remarknble.
The collection at the institution includes
an even dozen sections which havo at
one time.or another appeared as evidence
in court, and are thus duly authenticated
by legal decisions. When a tree has been
blazed, as 'one may see from these speci-
mens, the wound heals over In the course
of time, but never so completely that the
scar will not be discernible to the experi-
enced woodsman. The sap dries com-
paratively qulcklt of course, and year
after year layers bf bark are put on In
the tree's growth, until, by degrees, the
bared wood ls almost covered, but the
edges of the cut will never join smoothly.
At first, when new bark has partly hid-
den the blaze, there ls an indentation in
the trunk; later, additional outer layers
seem to fill this up, but the thickened
edges, which , cannot themselves be
welded by nature, turn the new growth
outward until It becomes an excrceace.

JUST A NATURAL AMERICAN GIRL
ALICE
AND

tho greatest compliment

P!that could be paid to Miss Alice'
Roosevelt Is to say that the friends

who knew her Intimately before she be-
came the daughter of the President, or
even tho daughter of the
could describe her every characteristic
as truly today as then, for the fact that
she is now the most conspicuous girl In
America has not changed her In any re-
spect.

Simple In her manner, unassuming, un-
selfish, eager to please, satisfied with
whatever falls to her lot, consfderate to
a marked degree for other less fortunate
girls, utterly devoid of
as fond of fun as her brothers these and
a lot of similar traits make Alice Roose-
velt, the daughter of the President, as
dear to her friends as was Alice Roose-
velt, tho daughter of the Civil Service
Commissioner and the Assistant Secretary
of the Navy,

At Oyster Bay it was her habit to ac- -
cept the every-da- y conditions of life In the
same philosophic manner that she does the
events of her life as daughter of the
President, says a writer in the New York
Sun. She Is far too fond of outdoor life
to be domestic, yet If household affairs
fell to her lot, she went about her work
In the most cheerful manner possible, with
her father's determination to get through
with a thing "begun, whether pleasant or
otherwise.

It was supposed by other Washington
society girls that they would be of sec-
ondary consideration where Miss Roose-
velt was concerned, and would have to
study her pleasure and their own discom
fort. They were surprised to find that
matters wero reversed, and that Miss
Roosevelt thought of their comfort and
pleasure in the most natural manner.

Solicitous of Others.
As for the many attentions that fall

to every popular debutante, while Miss
Roosevelt gracefully accepts them, she
makes no effort to gain them. She is
solicitous to a marked degree where the
comforts of her companions Is concerned,
and has-bee- n seen to change her seat at
a cotillon this Winter a number of times
that some less fortunate girl might have
tho place of vantage. More than once
this Winter she has been known to feign
fatigue after a few turns in a waltz and
to request her partner to take upon the
floor in her stead some girl friend who
was sitting It out.

A woman who has seen many seasons
both In American society and abroad was
asked recently what she thought of Miss
Roosevelt. To thl3 she promptly re-
sponded:

"She ls the personification of just what
every man and woman of the world Hke3
best she is tasting the sweetest sweets
of life without caring who knows how
much she enjoys them.

"She Is enjoying everything that comes
her way as does any other girl In her first
season out and I will wager my diamond
collar that Alice Roosevelt does not think
once in SI hours of her father as the
President of the United States and of
herself as his daughter or that anything
comes her way on that account."

Miss Roosevelt ls a mOSL constant
friend. Numbered among her intimates
now are Miss Lillle McCauley, Miss
Lydla Lorlng and Miss Carola de Peyster,
who were her friends at Miss Flint's
school when with her parents she made
her home in Washington several years
ago. These four girls were Inseparable
companions then. '

In Her Home.
Now they discuss the next dance in

company, talk over pretty dresses and
spend whole mornings In one another's
private apartments planning girlish en-

joyments and discussing the latest sociai
affair. Miss Roosevelt's rooms in the
White House tell the story of her fast
girlish friendships, for there are every-
where tokens of girlish affections:.

Hand-mad- e picture frames, sofa pil-
lows, table scarfs and a hundred frivo-
lous small things that go to make up
a girl's den are to be found in this sunny

i.-.-- ..

ROOSEVELT HAS NO "ACCOMPLISHMENTS,"
HER HEAD IS NOT TURNED.

corner of the White House. Almost the
only handiwork that Miss Roosevelt now
undertakes Is some pretty conceit for
the qosy corner of a girl friend's room.

Mrs. Roosevelt Is an exquisite needle-
woman, and It Is said by members of her
family that she can plan, cut and make
perfect garments for her children, while !

her dainty handf work Is a revelation.
She has never, however, succeeded In
getting Miss Roosevelt to take the slight-
est Interest In such material things. j

Those who know the President's
daughter best often ask if she is studious
or accomplished, and the answer would
Involve considerable explanation. Miss
Roosevelt generallx has about her room i

a few classics, and a few late magazines, i

and almost any morning one would find,
her conversant with the contents of the
morning paper, but further than that she
seldom goes In books.

In fact, she Is not a book lover and rue-
fully admits it. She plays on the piano
only with medium skill, never paints,
cares little for any of the polltc
accomplishments and yet she Is never rule.
She ls remarkably punctilious In all so
clal matters, and attends personally to

i all of her acceptances or regrets, keep
ing her own social ca'endar. and carry-
ing on her soclal correspondence In her
own handwriting.

Not Fond of Dress.
Miss Roosevelt ls not fond of what the

girls call dress, and probably the only ar-

ticle of her wardrobe which excites the
slightest nleasure In her breast Is her first
ball gown, worn upon the occasion of her :

riehut thu wintrr- - Thaw who lnutw host
the inner affair of the White House family
say that Miss Roosevelt did not even think
about a new gown to wear upon the occa-
sion of the launching of the Emperor's
yacht.

Rhi rlnoa nnt mw fnr nlflhnrnto ilnthoq
and further than being extremely dainty

; in her toilets thinks less about dress than
almost any other girl in Washington so- - ,

ciety. When she goes calling upon her
girl friends Informally she almost always
walks. At other times she goes In one of
the several carriages belonging to tho
White House stables, and often takes one
or turn or hfr-- iHi-- frlpnrts with her. Sv- -
eral of the young girls of Miss Roosevelt's
set own Jaunty T carts, and with them
she drives over country roads when the
weather ls good.

It can be said that the White House i

was never treated to a more vigorous
touch of young life than since President
Roosevelt's family have occupied it. A
few girls will drop in for a morning call
and are Invited to remain for luncheon.
They remain late in the afternoon and
are asked to dinaer.

Miss Roosevelt disappears for a little
early morning shopping and brings some
friend whom she has met by chance back
home with her. She goes to Tnany an in-

formal luncheon which does not appear In
the next morning's paper.

"Miss Roosevelt Is the most polite and
the most pleasant person who has lived
in the White House within my memory of
its occupants," said a gray-hair- man
who has served various Administrations
for more than 20 years. "If she only asks
for the morning paper or that a note be
mailed for her or that the simplest er-
rand be done, she is always most careful
to thank you for it, and her consideration
for the old fellows who have for years
served on the White House staff is very
touching. She has aver a polite word and

' - merry heart, and almost more than any
.,- - -,- - nr ty,a Proilnt'i tamtlv

has won the heart of everybody about
here."

Daughter of the Cabinet.
Before her marriage, and before the

tragic death of her brother, Helen Hay
was naturdlly the leader of social af-

fairs In the young set-- of Washington so-

ciety, and this mantle of leadership would
naturally fall upon the shoulders of her
younger sister, were not the family in
mourning. Miss Alice Hay, unlike her
sister, Mrs. Whitney, Is not literary, and,
aside from current magazine reading and
the last new book, cares little for that
phase of life.

Although she Is shorter and stouter than
Mrs. Whitney, there Is yet a remarkable
resemblance between them and the pic-
ture of one might readily pass for the
picture of the other. Miss Hay has a
less serious turn of mind than Mrs. Whit- -
ney, and were the family not In mourning,

SECRETARY'S ROOM.

It Is safe to say that she would be the
close ally of Miss Roosevelt in the dance
and other girlish sodial pastimes. Now
she confines herself to a few .girl friends
for luncheon, nnd with her parents ob--
serves the strictest rules of mourning.

During this gayest of Washington
Winters. Miss Root, daughter of the Sec- -,

retary of War, has been the leading spirit,
and with the daughters of Secretary
Hitchcock has entertained more than any
of the other girls of the Cabinet. Miss
Root Is of medium height, with soft, fair
skin, dark eyes and a wealth of beautiful
brown hnlr. She has been a favorite in
Washington society since her advent in
the Cabinet family, and has attended In
company with Miss Roosevelt all of the
fashionable dances since the latter made
her debut.

Miss Rebecca Knox ls small, sedate and
of a more serious turn of mind than any
other of the girls of the Cabinet. Sho
was graduated from the Mlsess Ely's
school in New York, and took a post-
graduate course there.

She Is perhaps the girl
in Washington pn literature and art. an.l
while she Is not an artist In the sen.e of
painting, she has been consulted In the
purchase of a number of valuable can-
vases. While she plays but little she is a
thorough musical critic, and her opinion
ls esteemed by those who know her, an I
her conversation on these subjects Is full
of Interest.

Perhaps there never was another girl
In the Cabinet family so averse to society
as Miss Knox, yet her hospitable dlsposi
tlon makes of her an accomplished host,
ess, and the Knox house ls the favorite
resort of the Cabinet .girls. A merrier.
happier home circle than that over which
Miss Knox Is, next to her mother, the
presiding genius, is not found in Washing-
ton.

Llko her father. Miss Knox Is fond of
horses, and when in California or even
over country roads In Pennsylvania,
drives a iour-m-na- ytn great grace,
She te the mosJ accomplished whip of her
se in Washington.

The Misses Hitchcock have, unlike Mtes
Roosevelt, had several seasons In society.

J and while Secretary Hitchcock was Min
ISier ana AmDassaaor to xiusmu. wiey en
joyed the brilliant court life of St. Peters-
burg. They are fine linguists, and their
apartments in the family residence on K
street bespeak their bachelor proclivities.
The walls are covered with hats, Alpine
stocks, golf clubs and hundreds of trophies
brought from many lands.

The niece of Ppstmaster-Gener- al and
Mrs. Pavnp nannnt be strlctlv called a

' Cabinet girl, but she has been a welcome
gue3t at the White House many times tnis
Winter, and ls a favorite in Washington
society generally.

rUellm Retaliated.
Field Marshal Lord Wolscley, hero of

campaigns, has met defeat In an engage-
ment of wits. He has been vanquished
by a woman. The victor In the little
dinner-tabl- e tilt was Mme. Melba, and
the scene of the occurrence the house of
a member of the British aristocracy.

Mme. Melba, at this dinner, was seated
at the right of Lord Wolseley, who was
at the right of the hostess of the evening.
Lord Wolseley at the beginning of the
dinner, asked of the hostess:

"Who ls the lady at my right?"
that is Mme. Melba."

"Who Is this Mme. Melba?"
"Is it possible that your lordship does

not know the great singer?"
"Oh, yes; born in Australia, I believe."

And with that the General applied him-
self to the course then served. After a
few minutes he turned to the prima
donna, greeted her pleasantly and said:

"You are an Australian, I believe,
madame? I know a great deal about your
country. My brother lives In Melbourne."

"And pray, sir, what Is the name of
your brother?" the singer naively in-

quired.
"Goodness! Why, his name is the samo

as mine. Wolseley," answered the sur-
prised officer.

"Who is Wolseley? I do not recall that
name." Mme. Melba explained.

"Why, I am General Wolseley." replied
the astonished officer.

"Wolseley? Wolseley? Wolseley?" whls-Der-

the sineer. as If preparing to re--
, fresh her memory. And then the General

aDnlled himself aealn to the food. He
had learned his lesson. London Letter.


