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were obliged to pay postage on every
plece of mafl matter sent out from
the White House, the expense
smount to one-sixth of his salary.
Presldent Roomevelt has been in

lF‘ THE President of the United States

wioild
Bince
office

the mall addressed to the Chief Magls- |

trute has been the heaviest in the history
and It s steadlly growing mather than
diminishing In proportions. Probably no
other one man in the world receives
every day in the yonr so many personal
Jetters as nre
the United States, and
no other man recelves communications
of such wvaried character. At the pres-
ent time anywhere from 0 to 3006 letters

sent to

very ocertainly

are recelved nit the White House every
day. In additon to thia, hundrels of
pleces of printed matter are recelved

every day.
To consider and answer the hsalf o
miilion communications which come to

the Presidentinl mansion each year re-
quires the almost continuous services
of upward of n dogen men This too, |
without! taking into oonsideration the
employes of the Genera! Postoffice at
Washington who are Jdetalled to dis-
tribute the President's mall

The first step in the handling of the |
its destination l.sl

White House mall at
taken by the trusted empioye of the
White House who makes three or four
trip= daily to the postoffice to secure
the mall Tpon the arrival of the jetters
a: the White House they are turned
over to a clerk whose sole duty is to
open the envelopes and unfold the letters,
The communications mnext pass to a
clerk who sorts the misaives. Many of
the letters pertain to what might be
termed routine Govermnmental matters
ond are turned over to one or another
of the Executive déepartments. The great
bulkk of the President's mall goes to
his wsecrelarics, and most of 1t they
answer over thelr own signatures with-
out ever troubling the busy Chief Magis-
trate with the matter.

Cannot Read One-Tenth of Them.

The Presldent does not peruss per-
sonally one-tenth of the letters which
are addressed te him. Indeed. B com-
munications & day Is o llberal estimats
of the number which come under his
eye. The letters, which by reason of
ithelr seeming importance, or the doubdt
of the secretaries as to thelr proper
Gisposition do finally pass the gauntlet
and come into the hands of the Presifent
bimeelf are disposed of In one of three
vways. In the cases of many of them,
Be turns the letters over to the secretaries
with an Indicatlon of the character of
|the reply to be sent. To a few of the
|Jetters the Presldent dictates replies
wwhich be slgns personally, and to a
|wery limited number of personal friends
fhe pens ocnfidential lstters, President
{Roosevelt writes very few autograph
‘Jetters

Naturally such inscriptions as “Pe~
mopal” and “Private” cannot be regard-
ed in opening the White House mall,
fut there are ways in which the Intn-
mted may Ineure thelr COmMMUn.-
jeationa reaching the President personally.
iThe approved plan is for the writer to
tplace his initials or name In autograph
in the lower left hend cornet of the
ponvelope. For instance, a confidentmnl
inote from the President's personal friend
HBenator Lodge, bears in the corner the
dnitials H. C.L. In a majority of cases
Whe provision of these safeguards s su-
ipﬁrﬂuoun for the clerk who opens the
imnall has come by experience to ree-

¥ ognize instantly the handwriting of the
jrelatives and Intimates of the Chief Ex-
ecutive &nd thelr Jetters go through
jwithout molestation. Sometimes ndi-
fwiduals not personally known to the
President, but who have learned of the
Plan in vogue, seck to reach his eur
by placing their Initlals on & missive -or
eccaxionanlly even resort to the ruse
of afixing the initimls of some one
known to be close to the Chief Magis-
trate. BSuch efforts never avall how-
ever, for if the deception is not detected
Dy the assorung clerk the schemer's
lotter s turned back into the proper
channel by the President when he de-
tects fte character.
Stervotyped Answers,

The work of answering the Presiden-
tial mall §= o tazk of herculesn propor-
tions. An effort Is made to acknowledge
in some manner every communication
sent to the White House. Five or six
stenographers are constantly em-
ployed typewriting the letters dle-
tated by the |President and his
socretnries. Nutarally ETrat T -
bers of Jetters can be answered by what
are known as “forme”—that is phrase-
clogy arranged to cover any and all
inquiries on A& - certaln subject For
instance, the hundreds of people wha,
after the President has dellvered an
important sddress or sent & message to
Congress, send congratulatory letters and
telegrmams to the White House all re-
celve letters of acknowledgement and
thanks which are practically ldentieal

Loch, Roosevelt's Right-Hand Man.

The general public and particularly
the feminioe portion of it appears to
cherish the bellef that, whereas there s
no possibility that a letter can reach
the President inylolate, there i reason-
able surety that a missive to & member
of his immediate family will reach its
destination unmolested. This is utter fal-
lacy, for every letter addressed to Mrs
Roosevelt or any of the children passes
through exactly the same channel as does
the mall designed for the head of the
Bouschold, and the chaness that it will

events Mas necessitated
an unprecedented amount of time to this
class of correspondence.

the President of |

America recelves dally
oddent requests imaginable, but It ix safe
o say
| Case COmMpAre
with
White House mall bags,
ters humorous and sad, missives pleading

and threatening and communications of
pralse and censure. “Many of the letters
recelved are infinitely sal, but a far'

over come under the eve of the imtended
reciplent are quite as remote. The gen-

¢+ eril mall for the various members of the
| Roosevelt housshold must all come under

the scrutlny of Assistant Secretary WIil-

lam Loeb, Jr., popularly known as the
“Fresldent’s right-hand man' and the
soclil activities st the White House and
the prominence into which Miss Allee
Roosevelt has been brought by the chris-
tening of the Kalser's vacht and other

the devotion of

Another Important and decldedly ardu-

ous duty which hus fallen to thg lot of
Mr., Loeb is the manigement of the vai- |
uminous eorrespondence
social sctivities @t the White House
dispatch of
luncheons, balls and receptions Is not so
serious 8 matter mince all those designed
for resldents of Washington are delivered
by mounted messengers, but the repliss
help to swell the volume of the regular
stream of mafl,
for the force under Mr. Loeb's direction,
for each declination
be properly tabulated and
checked cff, so that it will be poasible to
catimate nccurately the
! p2ctive guests at any forthocoming func-
tion,

connested with
The

the Invitations for dinners

and these maike work
must

name

or acceplance
each

number of pros-

Ludicroas Letters.
Every rich man of any prominence in
a number of the
that the communications in no
In novelty and abaurdity

the curiosities which crowd the

her use waler |nstead of wine
christening and others suggested that the
baptism be made with flowers,

Annoying Letters to the Household.

generous atiention
chants and manufacturers seeking
indorsement of articles of various kinda

There nre let- | of toflet

Tegquest

rounds of the press to the effect that the
White House was Infested wilth rats. No
sooner had publicity been given the re-
port than there was an avalanchs of jet-
ters recommending various plans for get-
ting rid of the rodente. Manufacturers of
ral polsons and (raps donated their wares
and one solicitous citizen sent five cats
which were declared to be famous rat
catchers, This latter donation still fur-
ther complicated matters for the corrd-
spondence corps, for a report was printed
to the =ffect that the felines were being
persecuted by Jack, the White House dog,
and this brought a number of Indignant
protests from sympathetic ladies who de-
nounced as an outrage the supposed
cruelty,

From the day the announcemen! WwWas
made that Miss Allce Roosevelt had been
chaosen to christen the yacht of the Ger-
man Emperor, the lettera addressed to
the daughter of the White House In.
creased In number until they threatenaed
to rival those nddressed to the President
himself. Many of the persons who wrote
o Miss Alice offered suggestions relative
to the launching. Many ladles besought
in the

The President, Mrs. Roosevelt and Miss
Allce have all three come in for most
on the part of mer-
the

Mrs. Hoosevelt recelves proffers of suf-

ficlent entables o stock a grocery store

and both ladles are deluged with the
wares of soapmakers and manufacturers
preparations, many of whom
plead for Indorsement. Any gifts which
are received at the White House with a
for indorsemenis are Immediate-
Iy returned, It will doubtiess surprise

WM. LOEB, JR., ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT,

words White House for Executive Man-
son as the official designation of the
Presidential resldence. Bpeclal paper ia
provided for the letters which the Presl-
dent slgns personally and also for the
social correspondence of Mre. Roossvailt
and Miss Alice. All envelopes, In which
sre dlapatched communications bear’w
upon public business bear the inscription
“"White House—OMcial,” and are traps-
mitted through the malla without postage
stamps or other franks.

With the incressing demand upon the
time of the Chief Executive, and the In-
evitable curiallment of the number of call-
ers whom he can see personally, the vaol-
ume of White House mail has grown sur-
prisingly. In order to prevent being over-
whelmed, the Secrelaries frequently work
at the executive offices until long past
waldnight, day after day. However, the
work has been systematized (o a marvel-
ous degree, as may be imagined from the
fact that of all the thousands of commu-
nications handled during the past half
decade, not o single one Has been lost

WALDEN FAWCETT.
{Copyrighted, 1902.)

SILENT EVIDENCE
THAT NEVER LIES

TREE BLAZES AND ‘THEIR
IMPORTANT USE IN LAND
CASES.

O8TON, March h—{Special Cor-

respondence. )—One the most curl

ous collections to be found In this
city of museums consists entirely of
“binzes™ cut from the trunks of trees
It Is owned by the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology and Is kept In the
rooms of the department of civil engi-
niering, where It serves not so much
for the purpose of illustrating an out-of-
the-way bit of woodcraft as to teach the
young engineer the wvalue of & kind .of
evidence—rough but sure—that is famil-
lar to eourts of law all over the Northern
Btates and Is accepted by them, In cases
of dispute, where carefully drawn planas
and formally attested title-deeds are set
aside as untrustworthy.

Everyone who knows the woods at all
knows what a blage ls—the sharp, glanc.
ing cut of an ax which exposes the
fresh, clean wood beneath the bark so
that one may follow an otherwise indis-
tinguishable trall from tree to tree and
from one end of the forest to the other.
But the blaze Is used, not only to indicate
a path but to mark the boundaries of
forest ownership. It follows the imagi-
nary line of the surveyor, as well as the
footsteps of the plonesr and the hunter,
50 that the knowledge of how a line is
blaged, and of how to dlstinguish blazes
that were cut & generation or more ago
on trees still growing in the original

forest |s necessarily a part of the equip- 1

ment of an all round surveyor.
How Treea Are Blased.

As nearly as possible the trees solected
for biazing follow the exact boundary
line. 1f, as often bappens, a tree i not
quite on the line at a proper polnt of
distance from the last blase the mark is
made on the nearest side of the trunk;
if on the other hand, a tree happens to
stand 20 that the line passes directly
through It, two blagzes are made on oppo-
site sides mo as to point out the precise
direction which the.line takes. At a cor-
ner where two lines come together,
either & “monument,” as such an offic-
ial landmark fs called, Is erected, or a
tree iz blazed on all four sides—or some-
times three or four trees are scarred so
as to Indicate, as exactly as possible,
the turning polot around which they
ETow, \

In making & biaze the hunter simply
slices off & plece of the bark and of the
wood beneath It as he passes by the
surveyor cuts Into the blase first an ar-
row which points the dir o in which
his line passes, then a privata device
which stands for his personal signature.
In many stales—Malne, for example, in
New England, and most of the great
commonwealths of the West—where tha

greater number are In some degree ludl-
crous,

Most numerous posaibly are the appeals
of persons who wish the President to ajd
them to securs positions elther In the
Government service or cliewhere

ranging all the way from the importuni-
ties of professional beggars to the re-
quests of churches and charitable organ-
{zations seeking subscrintions. It may be
noted that every appes! for ald which
bears the slightest evidence of porsibie
wortliness is turned over to some chari-
table organization In the community from
which it has emanated. Great gquantities
of anonymous letters are received and a
surprisingiy large number of appeals come
irom persons who seek to enlist the ajd
of the President in paying off morigages.
Finally there are the threstening and
“crank’ letters of various kinds and
the number of communications of this
kind recelved is slmply astounding, Com-
paratively but o small portion of them,
however, are deemed of sufficlent import-
ance to warant investigation by the

Rats!
Many of the letters addressed to the
President are induced by newspaper com-

ment. A striking evidence of this wua
afforded recently when g itom went the

Eecret Bervice.

The 1
“begging letters” form a vast proportion, |

many persons to learmn that threatening
and denunclatory letters are sent to the
ladies of the Preaidential household as
well as to the Chief Executive. Thus Miss
Roosevelt's participation in the christen-
ing of the Emperor's yacht has brought
forth not & few rabid expresalons from
cranks who are agitated by anything
touching even remotely monarchial instl-
tutlonn

One membar of what might be termmed
the correspondence bureau at the White
House devotes his time to clipping the
marked articies reiative 1o the ent
and to pasting these extracts In large
scrapbooks. President Roosevelt is uniike
his predecessaor In his methods of keeplng
in touch with public opinion. The late
Presldent McKinley was wont to order the
submission to him of every publication of
eny prominence which commented on
topics bearing upon National policy. Pres-
ident Roosevelt does not do this, but he
iIs a great newspaper reader, and thus
keeps pretly closely in touch with affairs
generally.

New Stationery.

The stationery used at the White House
is white and bears Inscriptions in purple
When President Roosevelt took up the
reina of government all the old stationery
was discurded and & new supply printed,
in order to enable the substitution of the

townships are for the most part lald out
with uniform regularity, with a wstone
post B8 & “"monument” at every corner,
the surveyor registers also the distance
from one of these posts at every even
mile—thereby establishing his llne with
absolute certalnity at that point and giv-
ing & basis for the written

This Record Is FPermanent.

The permanency of the record which
these blases thus carry is remarkable.
The coliection at the institution includes
an even ‘dosen sections which have at
one time or another appeared as evidence
in court, and are thus duly suthentlcated
by legal declslons. When a tree has been
blazad, as one may se¢ from these speci-
mens, the wound heals over in the courss

which, taking on a fresh coat with the
real of the tree. remains always as a
noticeably lump on the smoother surface
of the surrounding bark and as & per-
manent Indication of the record con-
tained within,
Evidence That Cannot Be Disputed.
The biazing is, then, an Inefaceabdls
record as Jong as the tree which bears
It escapes the ax of the lumberman. The
surveyor's recorded figures mny be In
error, and his written description may
not colneide with the line he traced on
the tree trunks #ith his hatchet, but the
biazes are unchanging and In a court of
law they are Indisputable evidence. " They
cannot be made to lie In mny particular,
Indeed, for nature has arranged that they
shall fix dates as accurately as they pre-
serve [nsoriptions The outer shell which
has wn over the scar ls sawed away,
and the rings in the wood bencath the
bark are counted. In the Northern
States, where the difference In the sea-
sons Is so sharp that a tree has never
been known to take on more than one
layer in a single year, these rings set

Bouthern States, of course, this rule of
date does not hold, since a tree may take
on mors than a single 'ring each year
in & milder climate; in Loulslana, .for
examplé the use of the blaze to distin-
guish Wundary ‘lines & not known, and
even as far north as Tennesses its evi-
dence is more or less doubtful; but
when ft 15 remembered “ that up till
recently the great forest domnins of the
North have been the ones chiefly devel-
oped commercially the importance of a
surveyor's knowing how to use and iden-
tity the blaze will be apparent
Dates Fixed by the Rings.

There are certaln specimens AaAmong
those at the Institute of Technology
which shows In a surprising way the
value of tree blazings as legal documents,
In one case the
had rotted, the surveyor's marks erumb-
ling away with it. but s distinct Impres-
slon of every Hne remalned In reverse—
marred only by the nearly closed, butnev-
¢t healing original spllt—on the inner side
of the new growth which had formed
while the tree was stlll healthy: and
this Impresaion was asccepted by the

| scope, ®m0 closely are the

¢ diffeult to locate
| outward Indications of blazes, particular-

heart of a blazed tree |

| mearch for them. with

rings. each standing for the passage of
a year of time, are easily counted by
the unaided eye: though the reading of
other biazes calls for the use of a micro-
rings drawn
together. .

The collection of this remarkable evi-
dence 1s not always ar easy matter.
The Malns woods, for example, are fre-
quantly surveyed In Winter, when the
anowdrifts are four to &ix feet deep and
the surveyors are obliged to travel on
snowahoes, In Summer, when the level
of travel has again been lowered to the
normal and the foliage obscures, (o
some extent,.the upper tree trunks, It is
from the ground, the

ily 4 they are of some age. Then, at
whatever cost of tlme and trouble, the
| most expert woodsmen are employed to

the result thatl &

conalderabln portion of the expense of
| trying & "land casg” Is not Infrequently
charged up to finding mnd bringing to

court these curious evidences of property
which no cross-exam!ination can
and no argument confute, o long as they

the date when the record was made | court as conclusive evidence. In another ' ars honestly gathered and fairly pre-
with absolute exactness. In most o,t the | specimen no less than 47 fAne tell-tale sented.
ALICE ROOSEVELT HAS NO “ACCOMPLISHMENTS,”
AND HER HEAD IS NOT TURNED,
ERHAPS the greantest compliment  corner of the White House. Almont the {t Is safs to say that she the

that could be pald to Miss Alice’

Roosevelt is to say that the friends
who knew her intimately before she be-
came the daughter of the President, or
even the daughter of the Vice-President,
could describe her every
as traly today as then, for the {act that
she is now the most consplcuous girl in
America has not changed her In any re-
spect.

Bimple In ber manner, unassuming, un-

eelfish, eager to please, satlsfed with

whatever falls to her lot, considerate to
& marked degree for other less fortunate
IINNOES,
as fond of fun as her brothers—{hese and

girla, utterly devold of melf-comsc

& lot of similar tralts muake Allee
velt, the daughter of the
dear to her friends as was
velt, the daughter of the Clivil
Commissioner and the Assistant Scereiary
of the Navy,

At Oyster Bay it was her hablt

Roose-
President

events of her lfe as
Bun.
to be domestic,

fell to her Jot,

yet I housshold

ahe

otherwire.

It was supposed by other Washington |
soclety girls that they would be of sec-
ondary consideration where Miss Hoose-
velt was concerned, and would have to
study her pleasure and thelr own discom- |
They were surprised to find that
Miss
af thelr comfort and

fort,
matlters wera reversed,
Roosevelt thought
pleasure in the most natural manner.

Solleltous of Otherws,
As for the many attentlons
0 every popular debutante, while
Roosevelt gracefully accepts them,
makes no effort to galn them.

and that

the place of vantage. More

was sitting it out.
A woman who has s

saked recently what she
Roosevelt. To this
sponded :

she promptly

“She 18 the personification of Just what
every man and woman of the world likes
the sweclest swecols
enring who knows how

best—she Is tasting
of life without
much she enjoys them.

“She Is enjoying everything that comes
her way is does any other girl In her first
s=ason out and I will wager my dlamond
collar that Allce Roosevelt does not think
in M4 hours of her father as the
President of the United States and of |
harsell as his daughter or that anything

anoe

cpmes her way on that account”™
Miss Roosevelt Is a most
friend.
now are Miss Lillle MecCauley,
Lydla Loring and Miss Caroly de Peyster,
who were her friends at Mis= Flint's
school when with her parents she made
her home In Washington several years
ago. These four girls were Inseparable
companicns then.

In Her Home.

Now they discuss the next dance In
company, talk over pretty dresses and
spend whole mornings in one another's
private apartments planning girlish en-

joyments and discusting the latest soclatl
the |

Affalr, Misa Rooseveit's rooms In
White House tell the story of her fast
giriish friendships, for there
where tokens of girlish afWections.
Hand-made plceture frames, sofa pll-
lows, table scarfs and a hundred frivo-
lous small thinga that go

characteristic |

“s
Alice Roose- |
Service

to aec-
cept the every-day conditlons of life In the
same philosophic manner that she does the
daughter of the
President, says a writer In the New York
Bhe is far too fond of guidoor ife
affalrs
went about her work
In the most cheerful manner possible, with
her father's determination to get through |
with a thing begun, whether pleasant or

that fall
Miss
she
Bhe is |
solicitous to a marked degree where the
comforts of her compantona s concerned,
and has“been seen to change her seat at
a cotlllon this Winter a number of times
that some less fortunate girl might have
than onoce
this Winter she has been known to felgn
fatigue after a few turns in a waltz and
to request her partner to take upon the
floor In her stond some girl friend who

“n many seasons
bath In American soclety and abroid was
thought of Mixs

chinstant
Numbered among her intimates
Miss

are every- |

ta make up
a girl's den are to be found in this sunny

only handiwork that Miss Rooscvell now
undertakes is some pretty rconcelt for
the cosy corner of a girl friend's room
Mrs. Roosevelt s an exquizite needle-
woman, and It Is sald by members of her
fumily thet she can plan, cut and make
perfect garments for her children, while
her dainty hand® work s a revelation
She has never, howaver,

thing=.
President's

est Interest in auch material
Thoze who know the
drughter best often
or accomplished, and the answer
involve considernble expltination.
Roomevell generally has about her room
n few clnsales, and a few late magaszines,

would

and almost any mornilng one would find
the
morning paper, but further than that she

her conversant with the contents of

seldom goes In books.
In fact, she s not & book lover and rue-

fully admits (t. She plays on the plano
only with medium skill, never palnts,
enres little for any of the sa-enlled pollte
accompiishments and yet she is never Mle.
She is remarkably punectiilous in all so-
cial matters, and attends personally to
all of her acceptances or rest

inag her own soclal ealendar. and carry-

ing on her
own handwriting.

Not Found of Dreaa.

Miss Roosevelt la not fond of what the
girls call dreas, and probably the only ar-
the
slightest pleasure ln her breast |s her first
worn upon the occasion of her
Thoa: who know bhest
the Inner affalr of the White House famlily
gay that Miss Roosevelt did not even think
| About & new gown to wear upon the acca-
launching of the Emperor's

ticle of her wardrobe which excltes

ball gown
debut this Winter.

sion of the

yacht,

She does not care for elabornte clothes,
and further than belng extremely dainty
in her tollets thinks less about dress than
almost any other gir! in Washington so-
her
girl friends informally ghe almost always
At other times she goes in ane of
to the
White House stables, and often takes one
Sov-
eral of the young girls of Mias Roosevell s
them
she drives over country roads when the |

clety. When she goes ecalllng upon
walks

the several cnrriages belonging

or two of her girl friends with her
set own jaunty T carts, and with

weather is good.
It ean be sald that the White
was never treated to

Roosevelt's family
and are invited to remain for luncheon
They remain [ate In the
are asked to dinmer.

Miss Roosevelt disappears for a

home with her.

Bhe gosa o many 2

the next morning's paper.

“Miss Roosevelt ls the most polite and
the most pleasant person who has llved
in the White Houss within my memory of
1 gray-halred man
various Administrations
“1f ahe only asks
for the moming paper or that a notes be
or that the simplest eor-
rand be done, she |s always most careful
to thank you for it. and her consideration
for years
sarved on the White House staff is very |
She has aver a polite word and
! & merty heart, and almost more than any
President's famlly

its oceupunta,” sald
who has served
for more than 30 years.

mailed for her

for the old fellows who have
touching

other member of the

has won the heart of everybody about |
| here”
Daunghter of the Cabinet.
Before her marriage, and before the

trugle death of her brother, Helen

was naturgily the

were not the

mourning. Miss Allce Hay, unlike

thae last new book, cares little for
phase of lfe,

Although she Is shorter and stoutar thag |
Mrs. Whitney, there is yet & remarkable
the pilc.
the

resemblance between them &nd
ture of one might readily pasa for
pleture of the other. Miss Hay

surceeded In
| getting Miss Roosevelt to take the siight-

isk If she is studlous

Miss

soclal correspondence In her

House
a more vigorous
touch of young iHfe than since President
have occupled It. A
few girle will drop In for a morning oall

fiernoon and

Httls
early mamning shopping and brings some
friepd whom she has met by chance back
1 In-
formal luncheon which does not appear In |

Hay
leader of social af-
falrs in the young set of Washington so-
cloty, and this mantls of leadershlp would
naturally fall upoen the shoulders of her
| younger sister, family 1in
her
siater, Mrs. Whitney, Is not lterary, and,
aside from current magazine reading and
that

has o
less serlous turn of mind than Mrs, Whit- I
ney, and were the famiiy not In mourning, | had learned his lessor

b

ciose ally of Miss Roos It in 1

and other girlish so#inl pastimes V
she eonfines herself to a few girl friends
for ¢on, and with her .
serves the strictest rales of

During this
Winters, Miss Root
retary of War, has
and with
Hitcheork
of the oth
Root s of
skin, dark

brown halr
Washington
the Cabinet
company with M
fashionable Jdnnces
her debut.

Miss Rebecen Knax s small
of a more aerlous 1
other of the glrls o
was graduated 3 €
sehool In New York, and took n post-
gradunte course there,

S8he Ia perhaps the
in Washington gn literatu
while she I not an artls
palnting, she hns been
purchase of a numb
vases,. While she play
thorough musical eritic, and
Is esteemed by those who ke

froyry L
from

best-in

| her conversation on these sul i
of Interest.
Perhaps there never wns another girl
in the Cablnet family so averse to socleiy

as Misa Knox, yetr her hospliable disposi-

tion makes of her an accomplished host
ems, and the Knox house = the fn e
reaort of the Cabinet . girls. A me r,

happler home circle than that over w
Miss Knox s, next to her mother, ]
presiding genius is not found In Washing-
ton,

Lika her father, Miss Knox Is fond of
horses, and when In Callfornia or oven
over country roads In Peunsylvanin,
drives a four-in-hand with great grace
Bhe i the mosj accomplished whip of her
sex In “'a.e=h!r-tl--n

The Misses Hitcheock h
Roosevelt, had several sons
and while Secretary Hitch
iater and Ambassador to R
Joyed theé brillant court 1if
burg. They are flue lingulsts, and
apartments In the family resldence
street bespeak thelr bachelor proclivities.
The walls are covered with hats, Alplne
stocks, golf clubs and hundreds of trophies

brought from many lands
The nlece of Postmaster-General and
Mras, Payne cannot be strictly called a

Cabinet girl. but she has been a welcome
guest at the White House many times this
Winter, and |= a favarite in Washington
soclety generally.

Melbn Retnlinted. ':

Flald Marshal Lord Wolseley, :
eampalens. has met defleat in engag
meni of wits. He has bee
by & woman. The victor In th ¢
dinner-table tilt woa Mme. Mealba, and
the scene of the occurrence the house of

a member of the Britlsh arlstocr

Mme Mciba, at this dion
at the right of Lord Wol
ut the right of the hostess

Lord Wolse at the begl
dinner, asked of the hostess

“Who l& the lndy at my r

W hy iz Mme. Melb

Wi his Mme Melba?™

“In ble that your lords
not know the great singer?

“Oh, yes: born in Australin, 1
Anil with that the General applied
self to rse then served. Ler
few turned to the prima
donna. greeted her pl antly and safd

ou ilre
pme T
OuURIry.
“And

an Australlan, |
I know n gr
My brother lve:
what I=

pray, sir,
your bruther?' the singer nalvely
quired.

“Goodneas! Why, his name is the samae
ax mine Wolseley,” answered & Eur-
prised officer,

“Who s Waolseley? 1 do not recal] that
name,” Mme, Melba explulned

“"Why, T am General Wolseley,”
the astonished officer

“Wolseley T Wolselay™ W
perecl the singer,
fresh her memory
applled himse¢lf ag

1




