
frye ihimi i imoi' t r f
PART FOUR - VMomm. I PAGES 25TO 32

vT Jr i

VOL. XXL PORTLAND, OEEGON, SUNDAY MORNING, MARCH 16, 1902. NO. 11

BENEFAeTCTRS OF PCRTL7VND LIBTWRy ASSOCIATION.
MOVEMENT FOR MAKING THE INSTITUTION FREE.

That Portland has a free library In a
splendid building, with over 20,000 volumes

and an ample endowment, Is due to the
loyalty and unfailing generosity of Its
citizens, and to the liberal benefactions
or many of the city's pioneers who have
passed away. That the institution by
throwing open its 'doors to the public last
Monday began a period of higher useful-
ness to the community whose Intellectual
life for 38 years has centered in it. Is due
to the earnest and unselfish labors "of a
large body of citizens loyal to the free-libra- ry

mo ement. Starting from a small
association, with rented rooms, through
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the energy and devotion of its founders,
the library spirit was kept alive, was
carefully fostered, until it owned its own
site, erected a beautiful building, and
finally, as the culmination of the whole

shared its unsel-
fishly with the mass of the citizens. Al-
though not free until this year, the insti-
tution has never been coldly exclusive.
Students have found a welcome and cozy
cornere in which to study. "Visitors have
been free to enjoy the beauties of the
building and to browse among the books.
The Lungry seeker has
found kind helpers among the librarians
and trustees. And now as the

"busy worker, and. the of affairs
Jostle together among the book shelves, a
deep and sincere feeling of
should arise in their breasts, that there
were those whose generosity made such
a splendid institution possible.

Foremost among the many benefactors
xf the library are those who have passed
away: Judge Matthew Deady, the
first president, whose earnest labors kejit
the library alive during the most critical
period of its history, and who raised by
his solicitation a large part of its

William S. Ladd, who for 24 years
gave the library a home, and whose gifts

always liberal; Henry Falling, one
of its stanch friends, faithful officers and
generous Ella M. Smith,
whose bequest of real estate, valued at
5127,500, made the erection of the present
library possible; John Wilson, whose gift
of fine collection of 8000 volumes to
be held In trust for the use of the public,
paved the way toward making the library
Jree. These are among the many to whom
tho citizens of Portland and the future
users of the librdry owe debt of grati-
tude.

Fonndner of the Library.
Early in the year 1SG4, says D. P. Leach

in his historical sketch of the
Mr. L. H. with the
need of a and library in
Portland, began the canvass of the city

for the purpose of obtaining the signa-
tures of those who were willing to aid
the The first to subscribe was
Mr. TV. S. Ladd, the pioneer banker, who

that the library should alwiys
be kept out of politics. So successful
was Mr. Wakefield that within a few
days $2500 had been secured and a call
issued for a meeting of the
which was held In the United States
District Courtroom on the 12th day of
January, 16M.

Hon. Matthew P. Deady was chosen
president and R. B. Knapp secretary of
the temporary It was de-
cided to call the institution the Mercantile
Library but this wis

changed to the Library Assocla- -
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tlon of Portland. A committee of five
was appointed to draft constitution and

s, the five members being: L. H.
Wakefield. W. S. Ladd, E. D. Shattuck,
A. B. Elfelt and Henry Falling. On Feb-
ruary 20 of the same year another meet-
ing was held and a board of directors
chosen, as follows: W. S. Ladd, E. D.
Shattuck. L H. Wakefield. H. W. Cor-be- tt,

C. H. Lewis, B. Goldsmith, Charles
Calef, William Strong, Willi im S. Cald-
well and P. C. Schuyler, Jr. The di-

rectors at their next meeting chose W. S.
Ladd for president. William Strong,

B. Goldsmith, treasurer:
W. 9. Coldwell, recording secretary, and
Henry Falling, corresponding secretary.
The committee on rooms secured the
second floor of what was known as tho
Stark building, "being over the second
and third stores from the corner of
Stark street, In the City of Portland, at
the rate of 550 a month."

Tho dues were fixed at 53 per quarter,
in addition to an initiation fee of 55. This
initiation fee was reduced to 52 in 1SC7 and
In 1SG9 was abolished altogether. A long
list of periodicals was made up and or-
dered for the reading-roo- and 52000 for-
warded to Judge Nelson and J. A. Hatt,
of Xew York City, for the purchase of
books. These gentlmen, without compen-
sation, made the selections and forwarded
1400 volumes by way of the Isthmus, there
being at that early day no transconti-
nental lines of railroad. These books ar-
rived in November, and were received and
placed upon the shelves by Mr. Harvey
W. Scott, . the first librarian. Mr. Scott,
who was Jthcn studying law, the
following May to take editorial charge
of Tho Oregonlan. The other librarians
who havo served are: W. Cardwell. J. H.
Stlnson, J. A. Waymlre, L. W. Gllliland.
James S. Reed, H. A. Oxer, F. W. Bursch
and D. P. Lfeach.

In 1SC9 Messrs. Ladd & Tllton tendered
the association the use of a suite of
rooms over their bank at the
corner of First and Stark streets, free of
charge for three years. At the expira-
tion of that time the offer was renewed
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on condition that the citizens, subscribe
55000 In cash for the library's benefit.
Judge Deady personally solicited dona-
tions, and secured 52215. which was set
aside for a home fund. These rooms were
occupied by the association free of rent
until June, 1SS3, a period of 24 years, w hen
the library was Installed In Its new build-ing- C

As the rooms had a rental value of
from 51203 to 51503 per j ear. It Is easily seen
that the gift was of a most substantial
character, amounting to at least 539,000.
Mr. Ladd was always a stanch friend of
tho library and quick to respond when-
ever help was needed.

"Work of JndRe Dendy.
Recognizing the necessity of a perma-

nent Income for the purchase of books
and periodicals, says Mr. Leach, Presi-
dent Deady. early submitted a plan by
which 40 or more perpetual memberships
be sold at 5250 apiece. All the principal
sums derived from the eale of said mem-
berships to be" invested under the direc-
tion of the association and kept aa a
perpetual and Irreducible fund, the Inter

-
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est of which shall be applied from time to
time to procure reading matter for the
use and benefit of the association."

Judge Deady took It upon himself to
personally dispose of these memberships j
and in the end procured the signatures of
101 subscribers, bringing to the treasury j

525,250. the annual Income of which is at
present 516S5. In this connection it Is be-- i

coming to call attention to the vast
amount of labor entailed In I

these names, and which was undertaken j

in addition to his official duties as United
States District Judge. Those conversant '
with the circumstances are of the opinion
that none other could have accomplished
what Matthew P. Deady, with his Im-

pressive personality and his unfailing
did In the library's cause.

Judgr Deady, In one of his annual re--
norts. Davs this tribute to W. S. Ladd: !

"By the favor of good friend, W. S.
Ladd, have occupied these rooms for
23 years free of charge. I hope the next
annual report (191) of your president will
be read In new building, and-- that wo

Wandered from the Antrim hills,
Wandered from Kallala's rills,
Folk of Fochlad called to him
From their forest deep and dim;
And in vision little hands
Beckoned from the Irish lands,
Where the Western billows spoke
With the Druid groves of oak.
Evermore their cry did seem
Calling, calling, through his dream,
"Hasten with the flower of truth;
Walk among us, holy youth!"

When he spread his dauntless sail
To the gladness of the gale,
Glowering demons, mile on mile,
Stood in circle around the Isle,
Laughing out their crackling rage,
At the young, unfearing sage.
There with lifted cross he came
Breathing low the Sacred Name;
And the demons, form by form,
Fled in fury down the storm.

will be no longer dependent upon the
bounty of another for shelter. Permit me
In your name, as well as the public, to
thank xMr. Ladd for ms
generosity to this good work, w hlch repre-
sents not less than 520,000 in cost, and
without which it would probably long since
have languished and died.

"May his reward be. at :east. the good-
will and graftude of the long list of men
and women, bojs and girls, who have so
often used and enjojed these pleasant
rooms In the pursuit of knowledge, and as
a means of mental and mora improve-
ment."

Outgrowing Its first home on First
street. It occupied the rooms over the
bank of Ladd & Tllton, corner of First

Stark streets, from 1S69 to 1S93. when
it was moved Into its present elegant
quarters. From money subscribed for the
purpose, the hrflf block between Park and
Seventh streets with a frontage of 200
feet on Stark street, was purchased from
Lloyd Brooke for 520.000. This was In
May, 1SS5, and five years later ground was

t , Over the Isle his spirit went
Like fire across the nrmament.
Kings at Tara caught the word, '
Churl and kern and chieftain heard.
Low, the Druid's mystic rod
Fell down withered before God!

With the frost he kindled fire;
Drove the snakes from brake and briar,
Hurling out the writhing brood

' With the lightning of his rood.
Once he stooped, and with his hand

'Traced a cross upon the sand:
Then a wonder from the ground
Sprang a stream with silver sound!
And a blind man kneeling there
Laved his eyelids,, whispering prayer.
Then across eyes
Rushed the splendor of the skies
Poured the purple of the hills
Glanced the gold of daffodils
Shined the roads that have no ends
SmHcd the faces of old friends.

fl. --r

broken for the library building. This
building. In the Renaissance style of
architecture. Is 140 feet long and 70 wide,
with granite basement, and two upper
stories of gray sandstone. The vestibules
and corridors are paved with marble, and
the staircases, wainscoting and baseboards
are of the same material.

The erection of building was made
possible by the liberal bequest of M!ss
Ella M. Smith, who died October 1. lbiS.
and who made the Library Association
the residuary legatee in her wll, stipu-
lating that proceeds were to be used
"to aid In the erection of and maintaining
a building for the use of said association,
or to furnish It with works of art." Miss
Smith lived quietly and unobtrusively. In
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a tribute paid to her memory Dr. T. L.
al-

ways kept pace with her extending abil-
ity, and the underlying, unselfish motives
of her character, while never conspicu-
ously shown, were unconsciously active to
benefit all whom she might reach, or
upon whom a benefit could be easily con-
ferred. Her friends, her church, and this
who'e community have cause to commem-
orate her simple womanhood, her modest,

worth, her care for the
unfortunate and for the welfare of soci-
ety,
she came to die, she has fulfilled the last
trusts of her station and rendered, an ac-
count of her stewardship. Her name will
be held In grateful memory by the living
and the unborn, for whom she has veri-
fied the word, 'Inasmuch as je have done
It to the least of these my brethren, ye
have done It unto me.' "

Anticipating th'e sale of the Ella M.
Smith bequest, the original plans were
changed and the building, Irstcad of cost-
ing 573,000, as projected, was erected at
an expense of about 5160,000. The depres-
sion In values following the panic of 1S93

made the sale of thf property difficult and
undesirable, and the library debt, with
accrued Interest, amounted at one time
to 5143,000. The donation of 570.000 in lbSS
reduced this to about 575,000, 522.500 of it
bearing interest, and in 1900 the daugh-
ters of the late Henry Falling very gen-
erously contributed the sum of 525,00, tho
amount due on the note to the savings
bank.

The movement that resulted In making
the library free Is the result of several
streams of independent action. Prominent
among these Is the work of the Portland
Woman's Club In promoting library legis-
lation, and finally securing the passage of
the recent bill granting to city councils
the power to levy a one-fift- h mill tax for
the support of libraries, under which the
present library is working. ,A second
stream of Influence was, that of the St.
Andrew's Society, whose patriotic mem-
bers and officers secured the Carnegie

5y GdwinfWkhMn. "
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And when Patrick fell on sleep,
Twelve tht days were, still and deep
Twelve the days, with never a night,
Never a cloud across the light.
Angels chanted out the hours
Leaning from their sky-hun- g towers;
Like a garden blown to bloom
Was the sweetness around his tomb.

Fable, legend, all are true:
More than these did Patrick do!
For he cleared the serpent den.
Hiding in the hearts of men;
Letting Love's bright fountain spring
Into sweetest murmuring
Yes, the wise, heroic breed
Bring us miracle indeed.

On the dark he left God's smile,
Lighting up Iernc's Isle;
And forever lives his name
As the rose upon her fame.

offer of 5100,000 to provide a public build-
ing for a free library for Portland, which
offer the city has not been obliged to
accept. A third was the sturdy work for
a free library accomplished by the faith-
ful members of the Portland Public Li-

brary, which for many ears maintained
a free library and reading-roo- and
whose 3000 olumes have now been turned
over to the new institution, as well aa
over 5500 cash. Another rotent Influence
was the John "Wilson bequest, which con-
tained the proisIon that the collection
should be open to the use of the public.
Flowing along with these streams was
the willingness of the board of directors
of the Portland Llbrarj Asboclatlon to
make a generous contract for 10 years
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with the Common Council of the City of
Portland, which resulted in the recent suc-
cessful opening of the library under the
r'lrectlon of the m.w librarian. Hiss Mary
Frances Isom, and a competent staff.

That the citizens of Portland, and es-

pecially those of large means, have been
lojal and generous to the Library Asso-
ciation Is shown by the following list of
donations and bequests, arranged chro-
nologically:
1S64 Subscription of citizens 5 2,500
1S60 Subscription of citizens (for fur-

nishing new rooms) 650
1S73 St.bscrip:lon of citizens 0,213
1SS3 Stephen G. Skidmore (for home

fund) 5,000
1&S3 For purchase of the half-blo-

from Llojd Brooke
C. H. Lewis 5200O
H. W. Corbett 2000
Henry Falling 2000
Donald Macicay 1000
M. W. Fechheimer 500
Lloyd Brooke 500 8.000

1SSG Burrell bequest, for etchings,
etc 1.000

1SSC 3. G. Reed, for home fund 1.0C0
1SSG M. W. Fechheimer bequest 6.250
1SS0 Ella M. Smith bequest (real es-

tate Inventoried In 1S90 at).... 127,500
1SS0 For a maintenance fund E.

S. Kearney 510,000
Henr .Failing 10,000
S. G. Reed 10,000
H. W. Corbett 5,000
H. J. Corbett 5.000
C. H. Lewis 5.0
Mrs. L. W. Sltton 5,000 50,000

1S9S For th reduction of the debt-Es- tate

of C. H. Lewis. 510,000
Estate W. S. Ladd 200C0
H. W. Corbett 20,v00
Henry Failing 20.00070.000

1S9S Mrs. E. S Kearney 1,000
1S93 Tjler Woodward 100
1S9S Henry Failing bequest 10,0w)
1S00 John Wilson bequest of SOOO es

and manuscripts, val-
ued at 20,711

1900 John WIlon bequest (contribu-
tion to expense fund to main-
tain John Wilson librarj).... 2,500

1500 Henrietta E. Failing, Marv For-bu- sh

Falling. Emily Falling
Cabell (for reduction of the
debt) 20,050

Total 5335,476
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