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THE LAW AND THE PENALTY.

Laws especially made to protect the
President of the United States from as-
sassination are not llkely to come to
anything, practically for the reason that
Ahe mental and moral degeneracy which
prompls crimes of thie sort 18 not sub-
3Ject to restraint through fear of penal-
tiés. Nelther Caolgosz nor Guliteau
cared what might follow his act, and
probably Booth was equally regardiess
of compequences. What was done by
these wild beasts wouid have been done
under any and all clrcumstances of the
Jaw. The threat of fire and brimstone
would not have beid them back. Every
movereign, the President of the United
Btates with the rest, is In the very na-
ture of things exposed to a special has-
ard ss to his life. And equally in the
nature of things it is impossible to de-
vise means of certaln protection. The
best that can be done for the President
is to enforce the general police pggula-
tions, which guarantee the safety of
every citizen, and to so simplify and
expedite the procesdings of courts as
to make the operatioms of justice cer-
taln and swift. This will do more to
suppress the spirit which now and agsain
flames out in atroclous crimes like the
assesination of McKinley than any
possible smystem of especially designed
laws. Indeed, It may be questiomed if
such speclal provision for the protec-
tion of the President might not operate
to put evil suggestions into minds of o
disordered and malignent type.

The looseness of our criminal proced-
wre, its scandalous deinys and its flar.
ing publicity are responsible for wide.
spread demoralization i connpection
with certaln infirmm types of mind. The
Durrant cose in San Francisco, for ex-
ample, became the inspiration of a half
score of murders, among them the hid-
¢ous erime of young Montgomery near
Brownseville, in this state. The trial of
Guitean, which it will] be remembered
was highly sensational o many of lts
features, long drawn out under the Dis-
trict of Columbia procedure, and pub-
lished in its detalls broadcast over the
country, wgs responsible for an epi-
demic of murders and criminal at-
tempta. In fine contrast, the trial of
the assassin of McKinley was merely
|® thing of & day or two, with no devel-
(opment of uscless and sensational test!-
mony, no protraction under proceedings
of appeal, and the least possible ex-
ploitation through the newspapers. Its
promptness and the quletness with
which It was accomplished were mat-
ters of fine moral effect. There wad no
.opportunity for the assassin o pose be-
|fore the country, ©io excitatlon for mor-
"bid minds, and there followed no train
jof crimes owing their inception to in-
fluences set In motlon by it Simllarly
the promptness of the recent Wade and
Dalton triaia in Multcomah County,
and the prompt execution which fol-
Jowed them, have done much to _clear
the atmosphere and 10 repress criminal
fmpulse.

If In every similar case the same swift
and resolute justice could be enforeed, 1t
would do wonders In the prevention of
crime by making the very thought of
it terrible. And it might easily be done
1f the legal profession would undertake
the reform of our criminal procedure.
First and foremost thers cught to be
reform in the laws which enable a crimi-
nal to make a protracted “fHght” in the
courts, and so delay the ends of justice
even where he may not defeat It. The
fact that a man with money or a man
with “friends” can hold back the execu-
tion of the law s a scandal of the most
demoralizing kind. It is to the discredit
of those: who make our laws, and of the
legal profession as well, that even in
matters invoiving ife and death we
bheve one system of prooedure for the
rich criminai, and another for the poor.
If Wade and Dalton, confessedly gullty
as they were, had had money to pay for
appeals following upon appeals, who
can doubt that while probably they
would not hava bean able in the end to
escape justice, they would be allve to-
day? The chief means of delay are the
facilities which our system affords for
appeals upon technical and even trivial
pretexts. English law affords no such
protection to guilt, and It is & shame
upon us that the same may not be said
of American law,

It 1s not, we repeat, In special laws

penalty were mada to follow iestantly
upon the crime, if there wers no waym
by which money or Infifence could de-
lay and balk justice, if the procedure
were 80 speady and direct as {o make
impossibie all forms of posing, not alone
the President, but every other cltizen,
would be more secure than usder condl-
tions as We have them?

BOHEMIA MINES AND THE RESERVE

The move to eliminate from the Cas.
cade forest reserve four towwmiships of
the Bohemia mining district s based on
& desire to open that section to Indus-
trial activity. The petition for setting
out those towmships recites that the
district is of vastly more importance
for its minerals than for its timber,
that the process of mining development
has proceeded so far as o jeave o pos-
sible doubt of the richness of the ledges,”
and that the rules regulating mining
operations within forest reserves do not
permit sufficient freedom of action to
meet the necessities of an active mining
camp. Transportation facllities are an
imperative necessity, and capital can-
not be Induced to bulld rallroads under
the restrictions that apply to reserves.
For these reasons it is requested that
this tract be set out of the resérve in
order that the operation of the mines
may proceed unimpeded,

Townships 21 and 22 south, ranges 1
and 2 east, conslitute the tract sought
to be set out of tha forest reserve,
These townships are in the mountains
&t the west cdge of the reserve, in Lane
County touching the border of Doug-
Izs. The middle fork of the Willlamette
passes through their most northeasterly
corner. Elimination of those townahipe
from the reserve would leave a noteh n
112 western edge that would be undesir-
able, because of the irregular boundary
line it would produce. However, the
district is adjacent to the unreserved
land of the Willamette Valley, and the
withdrawal of the reservation line so
as to exclude these four townships
would involve no geographical incon-
gruity, and would impose no hardship
on any one”

There i» room to doubt the wiadom of
a policy that may result In whittling
down our forest reserves to COmMpAra-
tively small dimensions. The pressure
to make and then unmake thess re-
serves by extending and then withdraw-
Ing their boundary lines is one that
should be withstood. Yielding to this
pressure lays the foundatiom for lteu.
land abuses and frauds too numerous
to mention and too insidious to prevent.
Therefors there phould be close scru-
tiny of applications either for adding to
or subtracting from the reserves. In
this case it is believed the ciroumstances
will warrant the action asked for. That
Is a well-known mining district, and a
considerable degree of development has
been reached there, Prospecting meth-
ods will no longer suffice. The peveral

imlils that bave been In operation are

too smal] for the work it is desired to
do. The men who own the mines are
desirous of operating them on a large
scale, Dut’ they find an obstacle
in the fact that the district is o the
forest reserve.

It i probahle that more harm would
result to the reserve from retention of
such tracts as this in s limits than
from exclusion, Tor men will go where
gold s, and trhey wiil use the means
necessary to get it. Government inspec-
tors would not be welcome, and thelr
presence would be sure to give rise to
frietion. And the aumber of districts
#o well developed and so easlly set out
&s the Bohemia district Is not lfkely to
be s0 great as to threaten the Integrity
of the forest reserve a8 an lnstitution.
The demands of legitimate industry
must receive due comsideration,

BENJAMIN HARRISON,

Willlam Allen White, n the current
number of MoClure's Magasfhe, writes
of President Benjamin Harrison, The
oemclusion of Mr, White is that Harrl-
son wWas beaten for re-election through
the “treacherous vengeance” of Repub-
lican bosses whom he had offended;
that he was always “a courtecous, dig-
nified, Christian geotleman,' who was
malevolently denounced as “cold” by
his enemies. This picture of President
Harrison Is painted In colors that will
ot wash. President Harrison was an
able man, a lawyer of the first rank; he
had consplcuous virtues in public and
private itfe, and he had some very great
infirmities of temper. He was ungra-
cious even when he granted a favor;
he was & cold, critical man, ambitious
and selfish: he had a rasping tongue
and & bristling, repellant manner. =

Harrison was John Quincy Adams
over again in hls virtues and defects
of character, aliowlng for the fact that
he grew up at Bouth Bend, 0. Inetead
of Quincy, Mass Adams had the ad-
vantage of Jarge foreign residence and
travel, snd Herrison had the sédvan-
tage of a more genil, democratic en-
vironment in hie youth. Harrison was
a Presbyterian and Adams was a Con-
gregationallst. The diary of Adams
Ehows that he hated all his contempo-
rariea, and Daniel Webster, who was a
supporter of Adame, says that his man-
oer was most repulsive; that General
Jackson, in dignity and urbanity, was
completely his superior. Adams ex-
ceiled In invective; everybody admired
his abllity and his accomplishments,
but nobody loved him, and neariy
everybody positively hated him, not be-
cause he was & bad man, but because
he wag a cold-blooded, selfish man with
& bristling temper; the incarnation of
Intellectual cold pickle. Adams was
able, upright In his morals, incorrupt,
but irascible, ambitious, selfish, sarcas-
tie, sour, cold, ungenerous. When the
Potomac was frosen in the Winter
President Adams would have a hole cut
in the ice and take a plunge, just as he
did in Summer. Of course, that kind of
a man would hardly be likely to inspire
affection.

Benjamin Harrison was very much
like John Quincy Adams He 4id not
love anybody very deeply, save himself,
and nobody loved him. He generally
made & NéW personal enemy every time
he had en interview with anybody on
official business. Probably no Republi-
can could possibly have defeated Cleve-
land In 1892, the year of labor's insur-
rectlon against the Republican party,
but no man was weaker before the peo-
ple than Benjamin Harrison; he was
weak not because he had offended
“Boss' Platt, but becauss he had man-
aged to offend “Tom" Reed and every
other prominent leader. It was not
“Boss" Platt, bYut “Tom™ Reed, who
called the Harrison car “the ice
wagon.” In a superficial pense, Presi-
dent Harrison was, wa suppose, “a
Christian gentleman,” but in the sense
that Washington, Lincoln, Arthur or
McKinley were gentlemen, President
Harrison is not & person of historical
distinction.

E - .
The immediate cause of the present

ment's new levies of taxes Wt
upon the Spanish-American War. Cat-
alonia, with its chief city of Barcelbns,
was the focus of the outbresak, for, with
but one-tenth of the population of
Spaln, Catalonis pays one-fourth of the
taxation. There is this contest all over
Epaln, which is-governsd through a
corrupt bureauéracy that treats the
various provinces as the Governor-Gen-
eral did Cuba ‘and the Phllippines,
berths in which to grow enormously
wealthy, ds 414 Génetsl Weyler, at
the expense of the people. The people
of Catslonia differ in language and
race and temper from.the Castillana
They resemble the pecple of the south
of France, and are distingulshed for

l:::lllury. enterprise and mannlacturing
skill,

THE PORTLAND PUBLIO LIBRARY.

After & general overhauling and re-
arrangement, the Portland Library will
tomarrow open its doors as the
Fortland Public Library—free to all
comers. In this mew character it will
enjoy some advantages over [ts old
status as a private collection., At the
same time it will have to meet some
new problems, It will have ultimately
more money for the purchase of books,
but on the other hand the demands upon
it wiil be vastly greater than before,
The old Library Association has notor-
ocusly been poor for a long time past.
It has not ‘been able to supply Its
shelves, as they should have been sup.
plied, with new publications of a solld
and costly kind, and the collection In
some respects 13 therefore far behind
the times in its general character and
range.

In years gone by the library was
falrly well supplied with standard
books, but time, usege and the hazards
which beset every ecollestion open to
many hands have worked many mis-
chiefs. One has of late had only to look
through the shelves of the old library
to see that it was sadly “run down."
In very many instances wvolumes in
series have been worn out or lost, and
in some casés there are wide gaps or
wholly blank spaces with respect to
subjects where fullness and complete-
ness would naturally be expected. Only
a little while ago, for example, It was
found upon Inquiry that the library did
not contaln the books casential to &
complete exposition of the historieal
facts of the career of Prince Blamarck:
and another inquiry developed the even
more remarkable fact that the Hlbrary
did not contain & compi=te serles of the
George Ellot novels. A multitude of
simllar insiances might be given to I1-
lustrate deficlencles which for long to
come will prevent the lfbrary from
being what a collection of its preten-
slone ought to be. It s certain
that the library cannot at once
answer the demands Jikely to be
made upon It, for it has not the range
or the completemess eufficient to s
neads. It will take a large amount of
money to provide the shelves as they
gshould be provided, and as means are
not at once nvallable, dependence must
be upon tines the eéconomical handling
of & moderate income and prudence ln
selection,

There s a sanding problem n the
management of every lbrary as to its
policy In the matter of ephemeral as
distinet from permanent lHerature. A
«vastly large proportion of the patrons
of every library cail for fictlon, much of
It a kind which Is the fashlon this year
and iz neglected forever after. The old
Library Association has catered to this
clase of readers, for it has besn as-
sumed to be necessary to answer the
demands of the novel-readers in order
to ke¢p up the Income from subscrip-
tions. The exact figurep are not at
hand, but In a genersl way it may be
sald that the call for popular or cur-
rent fictlon has far surpassed all other
demands upon the resources of the col-
lecijon. Nothing is more certain than
that when the doors of the llbrary open
next week on 8 free basly the demand
for the new novels will be overwhelm-
ing: and it is similarly certain that it
cannot be answered (0 the general matis-
faction of movel-readers unless the in-
tarests of the more limited but more
solld class of réaders and students are
neglécted or abandoped. To {llustrate
the case: Last year, when the use of
the library wase limited to Its relatively
small list of paying subscribers, fifteen
copies of "The Crisls” were not half
encugh to go round. This year fifteen
copies of the same book are five times
too maopy, and next year In all lkeli-
hood fourteem of the fifteen books will
be coliecting dust on neglected back
shelves. The booka have served a tran-
sisnt nurpose, they have filled a de-
muand, but they have taken the money
of the association without permanently
enriching ite collection. 8o far as the
future i3 concerned, the money sxpend-
€d for them is just 0 much money lost,
whereas the same money expended for
a dictionary, an atlas or for standard
bouks would have been represented per-
manently on the library shelves

Under the new comditions, with the
doors open to all, the situation with
respect to current and popular fiction iz
bound to be one of sume embarrassment.
It will bs Impossible to answer even
half the demand without gifing over
the whole book fund to the fietion room,
and this is not to be thought of. Pass-
Ing over the question of propriety In-
volved In the use of public money to
supply mere entertalnment to novel-
readers, there 1s another lmitation
which the Ubrary trustees are bound to
respect, mamely, that suggested by the
demands of other classss of readers.
How to do justice all round is no easy
matter; and there is little In the expert-
ence of other public Hbrarfes to help
toward this adjustment. Mr. Putnam,
of the National Library at Washington,
and the highest profeasional authority
In such matters in this comntry, holds,
and justly, we think, that it s no
proper part of the function of a publlc
library to supply readers with merely
ephemeral books. He would not ex-
clude fiction, but he would Umit It to
works of approved and permanent
value; and to this end he would put
on the shelves of a public library no
book of fictlon not at least one year old,
There is much to commend this plan,
but It l& not In the judgment of thase
familiar with the reading habit of Port-
land practicable here at this time. To
enforce so pevere a rule, If Is belleved,
would make general disappointment
and from the start make the publie -
brary unpopular—a thing practically
not to be thought of. Another sugges-
ton is to buy as many coples of each

ably permit, to be given'out in the usual
m and In addition to supply & num-

ber of axtra coples which may be taken
out upon peyment of a small fee—say
5 cents per wesk—during

mumm uunun-
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the period
when the book Is In universal demand. |
el i -'-‘ ‘.' S e

'Under thia plen the extra coples will
presumably pay for themselves, for in
the course of a few weeks or months
the purchase price comes back in the
form of fees for The obvious ob-
fection to this plan ls that it establishes
& charge in connéction with an institu-
tion which is presumably free: but it is
not a serfovs objection In any rational
view, since It serves the convenlence
both of those who are in haste for the
book and for those who must walt for
it, the first being able, by payment of
& nominal fee, to get it almost at once,
and the second belng able to get it
sooner than otherwise through ellmina-
tion of the class of eager competitors
who are wijllng’ to pay. This plan, or
something ke it, wii probably be
adopted if the demand for popular and
ephemeral ficticn shall run, as it Is ex-
pected to, out of all reaeonable propor-
tion to the resources of the book fund.

The rearrangements recently made
in the lbrary bullding will go far In
the way of promoting the convenlence
of library patrons. There will be space
and light for readers; thare will be a
catalogue, by the aid of which any book
in the collection may easily be found,
and the arrangement-of the shelves will
be at once simple and convenlent. A
separate room under the care of a spe-
cial attendant has been provided for
children. In these and In other ways
the general facilities will be better than
before. It remains to bring up the col-
lection to something like completeneas,
and this will unquestionably be done In
time., There is genulne enthuslasm in
the work, both on the part of the gov-
erning board and of the immediate ad-
ministration, and there Is no reason to
doubt that in a few years the Portland
Publle Library will be all that such an
institution should be. But those who
use it must not expect too much at the
beginning, for the deficlencles are many
and serious, and there is no means for
thelr jmmediate and wholesale correc-
tion. Patience and the “sweet reason-
ableness” which comes from patience
may be dependéd upon to work out the
best resuits In time,

MROME AND RATIONALISM.

The recent celebration of the 924 birth.
day of the pope and the twenty-fourth
anniversary of his accession to the
throne recalls the fact that his relgn,
which has been ®so glorious for his
church, began In gloom. He entered
upon his pontificate remembering that
only a few dayes before the body of the
late pope had been stoned by the rabble
as It was carried thromgh the streets of
Rome on the way to its burfal-place
He knew that revolutiomary and anti-
religious jdeas were rife throughout
Italy, his temporal powers 8o restricted
that he could mot protest by the force
of arma, And yet so successfully has
be played his part as & purely spiritual
movéréign that today, at the beginning
of the twonty-fifth year of his reign, the
Catholle church s stronger than
it has beenn at any time during the last
two centuriea In non-Catholle coun.
tries Cathollcs have Increased In num-
bers, while the old-time Ignorant preju-.
dice and bitterness against them have
decreased (n a remarkable degree.
Protestants cc-operate with Catholics
and respect their belle? as they never
did before, a change due something to
the vemeration inspired by Leo XIII's
personal charncter and wise statesman-
ship.

When Leo ascended the papal throne
nearly all the powers of Europe wers
alienated from the Vatican and the
church. ' Today the Czar and the Lutheran
Emperor of Germany have representa-
tives accredited to the Holy See. Mr.
Giladstone sent Mr. Errington to the
Vatican, and the relatlons of Great
Eritain are entirely amicable and sym-
pathéticc. In the United States the
pope is held In high respect because
of his Uberal views of the Faribauit
case, his co-operation in the Phillppines,
In Spain the influence of the pops has
held up a crumbling throne. In Feince
the pope has sustained the republic by
his policy of urging adheslon to the es-
tablished government. Surely this rec-
ord of a reign of twenty-four years that
began In gloom and has expanded into a
glorivus day of full-orbed sunlight for
his church is fitly honored as a papa}
Jubliee.

Nearly twenty years ago Bishop Me-
Quald, of the Roman Catholic dlocese
of Rochester, N. Y., published an able
article on “The Decay of Protestant-
iem.,"” whoee argument was tha! for
three centuries since the Reformation
private interpretation of the Scriptures
was the very essence of Prblestantism.
The course of Protestantism since the
Reformation the bishop compared to a
ship at sea without-a pilot, that has
been discharging Its cargo to escape
phipwreck, until there is nothing left
to throw, overboard, and the cry of dis-
tress (s heard as the ship shows she can
no longer hope to make port or ride the
seas., The Protestant ship was sinking,
argued the bizhop, because her sallors
are no longer able to keep her afloat
under the Increasing stress of wind and
weather. Bishop McQuald argued
twonty years ago that Infidelity, irre-
liglan, agnosticlsm, naturlem, ration-
alism, are all the logical ultimate of
Protestantism: that Protestantism in
America has reached this ultimate, and
{s decaying, or rather dying rapidiy.
The widest latitude of interpreta-
tlon of creeds was permitied In
all the Protestant churches. The
drift of Protestantism was to the
religion of humanity rather than that
of pure theology and the suprema au-
thority of the church. This view of
Bishop McQuald, enunciated (wenty
years ago, has recently been elaborately
set forth by the Englishman Mallock,
who holds that there Is no middie
ground between Rome and rationalism;
that a return to Rome is all that can
arrest the decay of Protestantism, and
its ceaseless Arift to religious Indiffer-
entism, agnosticlsm or abeolute infidel-
ity, against which he insisis that the
Roman Cathollc ehurch stands, the only
thoroughly organized, enthusiastic
army, the only wall of brass against an
insolent and Insidlous enemy.

Since Bishop McQuald published his
vigorous Indictment of the drift of
Protestantism twenty years ago he has
lived to see his prediction verified In
the attitude of the great church schools
of Calvinistic theology In America, whose
leaders hold that divine authority is not
in the Bible alone, not In the church
alone, but also In the reason. Bishop
McQuald has lived to see two of the
theological seminaries of Calvinistic
Protestantism declare their departure
from the old dootrine that the Bibie is
the supreme rule of falth and practice;
revolt agalnst the doctrine of eternal
punishment; throw the theory of

‘werbal inspiration; treat miracles as

having no value as oconvincing Chris-
tian evidences and believe “in progres
sive sanctification after death.” Bishop
MoQuaid twenty years ago insisted that
umm«-m-ﬂm

‘
Y _.- "-.-._

MARCH 9, 1902

Bome. Bishop McQuald twenty years
ago predicted the coming of Dr. Briggs
and Lyman Abbott, the ultimate !'ml-
estants, and they are here.

It Is useless to deny Bishop McQuald's
econclusion that Protestantism Is decay-
ing by saying that it has only become
progressive. It s doubtless true that
the worid i{s better, and not worse, be-
cause Evangelical Protestantism has
drifted In the direction of rgligiom as
expounded snd applled to the conduct
of human life, and has borne moble frult
in purer lives, swester manners and
Juster laws. It la eary to say that the
shell hes been shed, but the real kernel
of the Christian faith is with us, viz.,
the humanity of Christ in creed and ex-
ample, In life and death. It is doubt-
less true that human life |a more sacred,
human iiberty larger, human charity
wider, human philanthropy ls more po-
tentinl and practical, than it ever
was before; the oppressed go free; the
prison cell has more light and hope In
it; the hospital more beds, and raligious
toleration and reverence for human
rights under law was never so greal as
at present. But to grant all this Is no
fair answer to Bishop MeQuaid's con-
clusion that Protestantism—tbat Is, the
svangelical, old-time, orthoddx Protes.
tantism of the churches—is decaylng.
On the contrary, Protestantism s be-
coming replaced slowly and steadily by
rationalism, and from this point of view
the bishop is right; but that growth
which ends In rational religion rather
than f{rrational theology Is to many
minds progress, not decay. What 9
called decay is only the death of an
obsolets discipline of form and ceremo-
nial and the dropping of nom-essentlals
of tradition for the essentials of holy
living that insure serene and devout dy-
ing. Nevertheless, it Is uselesa to pre-
tend that the Protestantism of Emeraon,
Parker, Frothingham, Collyer, Bwing,
Dr. Thomas Heber Newton, Phillips
Brooks, Holmes, Lowell, Longfellow,
Whittler, Fellx Adler, Lyman Abbott
and John Fiske I8 the Protestantism of
Luther, Calvin or Jonathan Edwards.
Protestantism haws long ago burst Luth-
er's dike and Calvin's dam and has be-
come ratiopnalism, That l» Its clear
drift, and those who do not wish to go
with the swim of rationallstn will have
to go back to Rome, Whether we march
with rationalism and with Rome, there
will always be devout-minded peaple
who will need to hang on the lps of
& preacher, or, as Emerson sald:

The world still wants its poet-priest, a recom-
cller, who shall not trifis with Bhakespears the
player, nor shall grope In graves, with Swe-
donborg the mourner; but who shall see, speak
and act with squal Inspiration. For knowledgo
will brighten the sunshine; right is more beau-

tiful than private affection; and love Is com-
patible with universal wisdom.

It s true In & sense, a5 Representative
Mondell, of Wyoming, declares, that Ir-
rigation s no longer an experiment,
That the intelligent application of water
will make even the desert blossom, aad
that It will relieve the farmer In any
situation of one great element of uncer-
tainty In his business, are facts fully
demonstrated. But Irrigation upon the
vagt scale proposed In the Newlands bill
Is an experiment in the sense that no
man yet knows by experience the most
effective and moet economical ways of
golng at it. Every engineer has a the-
ory, and with opportunity, no doubt,
many engineers would be able to work
out successful results; but nobody has
ever yet done It practically. The Gov-
emment experts understand this, and
that ls why they wish to proceed upon
am gxperimental basle rather than at
first to go at the work upon a whole-
male plan. It is easy for a member of
Congress who wants money for his dis-
trict, and wants it quick, to pooh-pooh
the cautious counsels of those who know
more than he does about the physical
problems in the path of rigation enter-
prise, but he 1s not likely to help along
the cause of lrrigatlon by exhibltiona ot
aggressive Ignorance and selfiahness,

Desplite all the juggling of those Inter-
eated and the explanations from varfous
sources it ls reasonably clear thkt there
has been for some years past wholesale
trafMicking In state timber lands that
ordinary officlal vigilance would have
checked. Of course, the consclenceless
speculstors and promoters who engi-
neered and profited by the Irregularities
will protest their Innocence, and, having
pocketed or banked the proceeds, en-
deavor to shift the responsibility. The
facts In the matter, however, réemain.
and though many of them have skill-
fully avoided the records, they are yet
s0 pialn that he who runs may read.
With the lax admlnlatrmlon and super-
vision in years past of our Land De-
partment, the temptation to appropriate
by hook or by crook large areas of tim-
ber lands was greater than men of lax
conscience and some legal craft could
reaist. *

There will be two Republicanbtickets
on a singie ballot In the primary mext
Saturday. One of them will be the
Simon tlcket—the “regular” toket—be-
hecause Mr. 8!mon's supporters at pres-
ent control the Republican party organ-
ization. The other will be an “inde-
pendent” or anti-Simon ticket. The
Oregonlan will print both tickets In full
as =o0n a# they are flled, and will print
them again, wnder thelr proper designa-
tions, on the moming of primary day.
They will be given by precincts, so fey
may be well understood. Many other
“Republlcan” tickets doubtless will be
filed, but they will have no signlficance,
The maln motive In fillng them will be
to produce comfusion.

The cld-time negro minstrels are fast
dylng off. Among recent deaths are
jhose of Billy West in Chileago, Billy
Emerson In Boston, Johnny Queen and
Nell Bryant in New York.

Now that "-‘rlnce Henry bas circum-
navigated the “hog and hominy™ beit,
ha may be able to change his Imperial
brother’s views as to the character of
American pork.

Major-General Lloyd Wheaton, United
States Army, will be retired for age
July 15 of this year, and Major-General
John R. Brooke will be retired July 21,

Falled to Impress Him,
Chicago Tribune,

“What kind of ducks are theseT' asked
the wvisitor in tha ornithological depart-
mont at the museum,

“Labrador ** sald the attendant. *““We
pald 51000 for thoss two specimens.’

“Couh!" cxclaimed the wvisitor, turning
to his wife. “"He says they pald a thou-
sand dollars for 'em. I've bought finer
fucks for half a doller many a time.
What have you got ‘em [n that glass
casa for?™" he lnquired, addressing the
gulds agaln.

“Beciuss they are about the most nota-
ble exhibit we have. Those birds were
shot n 1856, Labrador ducks are now ex-
tnet.™

“He savs™ explailned the visitor, turp.
ing to his wife once more, “they put “om
in that glass case becauss they havem't

FEAR OF THE DARK

*Men fear death as children fear to g0
into the dark.' says Bacon, “‘and as that
patural fear is lacrensed with tales, so
Is the other.”

Yet it may be doubted that the fear of
death, however nutural, is one of the
prime instincts of man. It is rather &
profluct of the human faculties of obser-
vation and reflection. Religion has used
it as the greatest means of power over
eredulous men. Closely allled with it
is the superstition of the Immortal soul
This notion Is one of the pecullar work-
tng forces of Christianity. With Chris-
tian peoples the fear of death and as-
surance of after Ilfe are stronger than
with any other.

The effect on Christian peoples has
been stimulating. There is good reason
to delleve that the ldea of Individuality,
which has roled In Christian nations In
religion, as well as In politics, has been
a potant incentive to that activity for
which those nations have been distin-
gulshed.

Nothing d!fferentiates man from his
brute kindred more than this dread and
this superstition. But for the conscious
study of fellow-beings, we should be as
blind to death as are the beasts. 17 It
were not for the spectacle of a deceased
parent or friend we should live forever.
since we bhave mo means of knowing
whether we are allve or dead, exeept by
objective examples. [t is very probable
thant what we should see as death |s an
fllusion, and that we should have lmmor-
tality If we did not doubt it» The doubt
comes from the intellectual qualities that
alone belong to humankind, It is not,
howaver, in the category of prime In-
stincts, that come from secondary ele-
ments of the mind. Permit a child to
grow to manhood alone on a desert island
and it may be serlously doubted that he
would fenr death, since It Is probable that
he would not be consclous of It Such
a persom. in all*probability, would think
himself Immortal, for doubt might not
be suggested.

Here, therefore, comes an anomaly.
Bellef In immortality ls engendered, not
by conviction, but by doubt of future
life.

Another anomaly s the alllance be-
tween the superstition of Immortality and
the fear of death. An immortal soul
cannot, logically, fear death. Nelther
can that of a criminal, since Immortality
is life infinite, and no offense of a finlte
being can merit Infinite punishment.

The hrutes fear deAth, it Is true. But
it iy not the fenr that belongs to Intelli-
gent belngs with consclous powers of re-
flection. It 1z rather an emotion, akin
perhaps o the feeling we call fright. No
brute owes its fear to an analveis of the
consequénces of danger any more than
do we In the reflex actlon of o scare. At
such times we are not actuated by fear
of death, but by the fear of danger and
the Instinct of self-preservation. Death
does not comoe to the mind of a terrified
man. Fright of animals may be com-
parable with that we feel In nightmares,
whereln, freed from Intellectual attri-
butes, man is subject to the vague, lrma-
tionul promptings of his animal ancestry.
In dreams when the human powers of
understanding and reasor are dormant,
man perhaps descends to the level of
kindred animals, nearer than In consclous
tife.

The instinct to shun dnmger has come
by a long line of ancestry, To what ex-
tent the discovery of death has become
hereditary Is not known. That It is
hereditary to a degree, there is no de-
nying. The fear of extermination be-
longs entirely to man and It s probably
of such comparatively recent arigin that
as yet it Is only weakily transmitted.
But there s much spontancous action In
man, as In brutes. This la shown
momentary fright, by Involuntary clos-
ing of the eyes when they are in danger,
aml by the strange phenomenn of mobs
It s seen also in the persecutions of
brutnl and irrational religions. The mo-
tive of religion 48 the fear of death., Re-
Hgion has gathered fancles and superstl-
tions from beyond the threshold of this
Ife, and these have incited o murder,
rapine and war.

Here then, 1s a second anomaly, Fear
of death has bullt soclal Institutions that
meet It only with death.
I& nowhere more startling
Christlanity. Dread or at
prehension of the hereafter Is the ele-
mental motive of Christian bellef. Ad-
oration of valor 1s based on the same mo-
tive.
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Men who fear death admire nothing
more than courage In the face of death
In all ages, from savagery to .civiiizaa-
tion, bravery has stirred the hearts of
mon, Mighty warriors have been wor-
shiped. IHerolsm has been apothieosized
above all the virtues In this day we
admire a murderer who does not flinch
on the gallows Even if his crime Is
horrible, we look upon his courage ons
a virtue that atones for L

The Christinn religion ever kecps bhefore
its subjects the fear of death. Other
religions, such as Buddhism and Confu-
clanism, do not teach Immortality of the
soul, and fear of death with their ad-
herentz {3 wesker than with Christluns
Those two religions do not conspleuously
engender hero worship as does Christian-
ity. It therefore appears that fear of
death has jed w0 exaltation of herolam
and encourngement of war, It does this
even in the most civilized socleties

Thus again Is another anomaly, Fear
of death incites the highest courage.

8till another anomaly appears. Be-
cause Christlanity hus excited personal
valor by fear of death, It has been esswn-
tially a religion of war. ‘That this re-
lgious Adoetrine, professing the gentle
precepts of Its Founder, !holld mak
them the strongest arguments r Wi
appenrs  Indeed strange Pa 4
and non-resistance In doetrine ha
potent forces to the comtrary In actlon.

The last anomaly, however, I= fa
slowly, in recent times. Fear of de
Is growing fo be more of a social
family Incentlve and less of an individ-
ual one. FPersonal hceroism s
upon nowadays, more than it used to
as that of every day life. Brave living
Is now the virtue, lostead of brave fight-
ing. Men are coming to recognlze them-
seives as merged in thelr communities
and associations.

Moreover, the tendency of Institutions
is to turn men's stiention from the dread
of death to sympathy with those who
survive., Oneo of the most Important is
Iife insurance. This Institution lessens
the dmportance of individuality In [tself
and increases it In the perpetunl inter-
est. It fosters the Incentive of gain., but
it does so for the Interests of survivors
Instead of for selfish personual reasons,
Nelther does religion harry its subjects
with the terrors of future darkness
Belenee shows that the passing Is not &
torment, but a natural functlon. And
the lessons of human assoclation and
sympathy teach that indlvidual Hves are
80 absorbed Iln common interests that in-
dividual fate I= not & matter of grievous
concern. Since Bacon's time we have
been growing wise We are not so
afrald as we used to be to gov Into the
dark,
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SLINGS AND ARROWS.

The Lament of the Grizaly.
In & dark and dismal Isir sat sn aged grizsly
bear
With a moribund expresslon on his face,
And in language sirenuous he expatiated thus
To three adolescent members of his race:

“1 was sowmething of & dub aa = maw,
worldly cub,

And | thought that I'd become an aiso ran
If I 4] not recollect to expand my Intellect
And exist gpon the Seton-Thompson plan
So I boned up on the lore of the bears who

went before,
Heard the sermons in the stenes and running
brooks,
Studied botany and Greek (that which Arktos
used to speak)
Til | taiked like one of Seton-Thompeon's
books,

“"Subsequently I began on the abstruse subject,
‘man,*
Learned to spot his habliation miles sway,
Knew a hunter from New York as a shot was
on the pork:
I could camp around his wickiup all day.
But when Hrother Injur came to the mountains
after game
And with refergpee especially to me,
I was alwayn 1o be found very distant from
the ground,
In the dense and grateful shade of some tall
tree,

“1 sought qut the sulphur springs, found the
reois and other things
That were good for grip, neuritls and the
gout;
Learn=d with certainty to know by the foot-
prints in the snow
The religion of the hunters who wers out.
Somathings In me would reveal the proximity
of meel,
1 could always fAnd and spring s lurking trap,
And se much I came to learn that a fund of
brains to burn
[ had always handy by me snd on tap.

“Hut as l to bemrhood grew snd meandersd

iy n:lri 1 found, fought shy of me.
me “roumd us’® they would say, ‘with
Iucuted way,'
A'\i thj d prumptly vanish up the nearest
e,
For omnlscien-e we don't care;
Is just o bear'
Would come floating from the branches far
above,
“You distinetly will not do, for you don’t know
how 1o woo;
You should study less of Greek and more of
lova."

“Then, alas, L chanced one dsy as | journeyed
on the way
To the huckleberry pasturs from my lalr,
That I met up face to face in n lone, seques-
tered place,
With & hulking Ignoramus of & bear.
Though 1 knew far more than he of man,
Greeik and botany,
And could not by traps or firearms be tricked,
He could beat me cut of sight ln a common,
vulgar fght,
And he loft me with my wisdom, badly lUcked
20, rou bears. who yet have youth, learn from
ms this simple truth;
Do not et this Seton-Thompeon turn your
head,
Let 1t be your only care to be jJust & common
bear,
Or you'll turn up some fne marning good and
dead.”™”

what we want

Not Yet Too Late.

The joke reeled out of the stage en-
trance and fell prone across the endman's
trunk, which the properiy man was just
then lowering gently down the {ncline.

“Alas!" it muttered, when the fresh alr
had revived it somewhal, "I am (oo old
and feeble to work longer in the minstre]
ahow,""

We were shocked at this astounding
news, but after a moment's reflectlon we
| feit able to speak words of encourage-
| ment.
| *“Cheer up, old fellow!" we said, sooth-
ingly; “there are still comic operas to be
written.”

At this the joke jumped up excitedly,
and was soon on its way to the raliroad
office, to Inquire the price of a ticket to
New York.

Useless Information.
I know of a post who wears short halr,

And a plumber whose LIls are small
And a varber who alde-stepn around his chalr

Atd says o you nothing at all
I know of a maidon who goes to the ses

And bailies (o a lengthy skirt,

Who uys Is proper as proper can be,

And never ls known te flirt.

I know of a farmer who comss o town,

in attire new and peat
Who hands to the “bunk™ a withering frown

As he pasaes him on the sireel.

BHut if | would write for fams and pelf

I must keep this knowledges to myssif,

Fur suited best to the publle mind

Are tho jokes of the good old-fashioned kind,
One on Poloaias.

Polonius, behind the arras, heard the
clanking of Hamlet's aword, and began to
shake,

At this the Prince laughed merrily.
| “You're ail right as a shaker, Polonius,™
he sald, In his rich baritone volce, “but 1
am afrald that you'll be stuck this time.”

And subsequent events proved that the
first gentleman of the Court of Denmark
could use hiz prophetie soul effectively on
other things bealde his unele,

The Never-Falling Subject.
When Adam and Eve wera snugly bestowed

In Eden's sheltering shads,
VWhen the trees grew tall

flowed,

And the wild beasts roamed the glade,
The good Lord gazed on the happy palr,
AL Arst with an alr of doubet,
And then It ocourred to him that

Was nothing to talk about,
And #o it befell that the weathor was made,

And the sociable sons of msn
Have pever had cause to be afraid

Of & famine of taik since then

and the waters

thare

The Hall Mark.

"The new man in our office,”” sald the
rallroad man., “was an unusually qulet
sort of a chap, and as he didn't seem dia-
posed to tnke sny of us into hl‘; confl~
dence, we dldn't question him mueh. A
slight Southern flavor In what littie ho
had to say lod us to believe that he was
from down that way somewhere, but we
curbed our curioslty as to whére he came
from, at lenst as far as he was vongerned,
and took It out in speculating on it among

relves,

“Cine day, when we were all digging into
things on our desks, the tire on a bleycle
in the rack outside burst with the report
most of us were familiar with. Up jumps
the pew man, and, rushing toward the
| door excitedly, sghouta:

“ *Somebady’'s shot?

“When we told him what It was and
quicted him down, I walked over to his
desk and nsked:

‘"What part
from, sir?

* ‘Beaumont,” he sald; ‘what made you
think I came from Texas? "

of Texas did you come

Mythn.
These was once a little boy who was never
known Lo ecy,
And who slept the whole night through,
And who nover demanded a midnight lullaby,
As no goad lttls boy should doa
Apd another little boy, when the world went
LT art i 4
Would never set up & wail—
But one of them lived In nurery song,
And one In a falry tale
—J. J. MONTAGUE.

Tempted.

Yes, 1 know what you say:
Sinee it cannot be soul to soul,

Fe it feah to fesh, as It may;
Dut 1s Earth the whole?

Ehnll & man betray the Past
For all BEarth gives?
“Hut the Past is dead?"

1t i= all that Jives

Which wers the nobler goal —
To wmatch at the moment's bllss,
Or 10 swear I will keep my soul
Clean for ber kise?
—Edward Rowland SIL

At las,




