
r9lgg&fgjjtr- - &$ jsy- - 1 ?yr, tjm. rT" -- . pTFfiFT? xj --. r--r iffST

30 THE STOTOX? OREGON1AN, PORTIAND, MARCH- - 2, 1902.

; - p - p

SOOeHOW ANT) ITS WCRKINGMEN AFFESi STSr 0N
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China, Jan. 2. Soochow
300CHOW, trades unions than any

United States, and Its
working: men are hetter organized than
those of Europe. T have spent some time
studying: the labor situation, and I find
that these people can give va pointers on
many subjects.

Soochow is one of the labor centers of
the Chinese empire. It is bigger than
Boston proper, and It has 10 suburban
towns of large size where Boston has one.
(There are 5.000,000 people living within a
radius of 30 miles of It, and these are
huddled together In 100 cities which range
In size from a few thousand to 100,000, and
In about 100,000 villages and hamlets.
, The whole country Is a beehive of work.
Zt makes all kinds of silks, satins and cot-
tons, as well as manufactures of Iron,
wood, horn and glass. "Within the last Ave
years great cotton and silk mills have
Igrown. up about It. These are worked by
modern machinery, but the most of the
labor Is still engaged in house Industry.
and In little factories employing about a
dozen hands. There are more tnan 100,000
ipcople making embroidery alone, and the
Soochow weavers guild has altogether
7000 looms. There Is a large fur business,
a fan business and an enormous estab-
lishment in which the Soochow bath tubs
are made. In all, it is said that every one
lof the 390 trades known In China, Is car-tri-ed

on here and nearly every trade has
Its union.

They-- Strike on Short Notice.
j Tho Soochow worklngmen are noted
among the Chinese for their independence.
They will strike on short notice and on
Blight provocation. They have already bad
some of the most remarkable strikes of
the empire. It was here that the Gold
Beaters Union bit an employer to death
some years ago, and It was here that one
of the magistrates who opposed the
worklngmen had his ears bitten off.

The gold beaters case Is tho more re-
markable In that It arose out of an order
for gold leaf Issued by the Emperor of
China. His Majesty was anxious to have
the gold leaf on short notice and a gold-Je- af

capitalist who had the factory at Soo-
chow got leave from the authorities there
o take on more appentlces than the rules

of tho union permitted. These rules pro-
vided that an employer could engage only
one new apprentice at a time, but this
man employed a large number, whereupon
'the men struck. They gathered at the
'factory to the number of 123, and there
waited for their employer. Before this
they had held a consultation, during which
they had assured themselves that there
was no law in China making biting to
death a capital offense. As soon as the
employer came In the men fell upon him,
and each took a bite out of his person.
Every one was required to join In the
execution, and those who first bit were
stationed at the door to seo that every
man leaving had lips and gums covered
with blood. The employer died In a ery
short time. The union men who committed
the crime were arrested and tried, but
only the one who took the first bite was
be headed.

Killed for Breaking a. Union Rule.
The above was a case In which an em-

ployer was punished. The members who
break the rules of their unions are also
severely dealt with. Fines are common,
but maiming and killing are not unknown.
Only a few weeks ago a man was found
Tinder a bundle of straw at the nw divks
opposite Sliangnai. His eyes had been
gouged out and laid In a basin beside him.
He had been thus treated because he had
broken the order of his union, which had
boycotted tho docks and forbidden all
work upon them.

An Instance Is known of a cooper who
was ordered to work at lower wages than
those required by his guild. The order
came from the magistrate and it could not
well be disobeyed, but this workman cut
off his right hand and came with the bleed-
ing stump before the magistrate and de-
nounced him. After that the union prob-
ably had no further trouble.
Chine, as the IVorkingrman's Country.

"We are accustomed to look upon China
as the hell of the laboring man. There
are. In fact, few places where such men
have more righto and where their unions
have more weight. It is true that hours
are long and wages are low, but these
are conditions brought about by other
things than the oppression of capital. As
far as I can see the officials are all afraid
of the worklngman, and public sentiment
has as much weight here as at home.
In building railroads and establishing fac-
tories the unions will have to be fought.
Even the Emperor Is afraid of them, and
Li Hung Chang, great as he was, did not
dare to fight them. A monument of the
power of the boatmen's union can be seen
in the river Just opposite the great city
of Tien Tain. It consists of a number
of stone piers, upon which the railroad
from the seaport and that from the coal
mines were to cross Into the city. The
boatmen wanted the business of trans-
ferring passengers and freight across the
river; they objected to this bridge, and
said the station should be on the bank
of the Pelbo. LI Hung Chang held out
for a time, but the union was so strong
that he at last put his station on the side
of the xiver opposite the city, and there
it Is to this day. Li Hung Chang had an
income "which is supposed to have ap- -
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next excursion to the North
THE will be that undertaken by the

Captain Charles E. Ber-ple- r,

who will tall from Vancouver in a
vessel resembling Nansen's Fram, but
more powerful, in July of next ear. The
ship will have a distilling apparatus; two
windmills, which will furnish electrical
power for lights and cooking; a tele-
scoped pole, which can be attached to a
mast and run to a height of 200 feet, to
use for wireless messages, and two auto-
mobiles. Port Clarence will be the last
port of call, and the first "Winter will
be spent about 150 miles north of Point
Barrow. The Captain hopes to communi-
cate at frequent Intervals during the first
"Winter with Dawson City. The plan an-
ticipates the spending of four years in
the trip, his expectation being to drift
in the Ice to a point 150 miles from the
pole, and In the second Spring make a
dash for the pole with his automobiles.
These machines are mo-
tors, which can be quickly converted into
boats. Fourteen men will be taken.

Histories of the Pharoahs.
The explorations at Abydos, Egypt, dur-

ing the past year established the con-

tinuous order of 17 Kings and the foun-
dations of Egyptian history have been
laid more satisfactorily than It previ-
ously would have been reasonable to ex-
pect. The excavations at Abydos have
proved the only contemporary history of
the time, and completely vindicated the
historical character of the lists which
were preserved by later ages. The his-

toric character of Mena Is substantiated.

proxlmated $1,000,000 a year. These boat-
men each made 50 cerits or less per day,
but, combined, they brought the great
viceroy to terms.

Another Instance of the power of such
unions happened shortly before I visited
Nanking. That city has a population of
half a million. It Is noted for Its rich
men. Its dandles and Its extravagant off-
icials. There is a magistrate there who
has an Income which runs high Into the
tens of thousands of dollars a year, and
he naturally feels his Importance, for he
stands at the top of the heap.

At the very bottom of the Chinese so-

cial pile Is the slop-carrie- r. The cities
here have no modern conveniences, and
all the garbage, dish washings and slops
of every description are carried out of
each house every day by men who have
the special trade of s. These
men carry the slops out through the city
In great wooden buckets, each man hav-
ing two buckets hung to the end of a
long pole, which rests on one shoulder.
They are often bare to the waist, and the
buckets bob up and down as they swing
along through the streets. Outside of the

mutual courtesy shown to the burden-- 1

carrier by getting out of his way, every
sensible one steps aside for the slop man.

Not long ago one of these fellows was
trotting along, grunting as he went,
through one of the busiest streets of Nan-
king, when a magistrate strutted around
a corner and was Jostled by him. One
of the buckets was spilled, and a part of
the slop flew oer the magistrate's gown
of lavender satin. His excellency became
very angry. He ordered the slop man to
be taken to Jail and told him he would
punish him severely. The next day there
was no slop carried out of Nanking, for
the slop men had struck; they refused to
lift a bucket or permit any one else to
do so. It was the same the next day,
and In a short time the conditions were
far worse than they would be in Boston
or St. Louis If all the sewers w ere plugged
and the garbage men prevented from
working. The city stank so that even the
Chinese could stand It no longer They
rose en masse and the magistrate had to
give In.

Similar strikes have recently occurred
at Shanghai from the contractors Increas-
ing the weight of the buckets In which
the slops are carried.
How the Barbers Bulldoze Officials.

The Barbers' Union Is one of the
strongest in China. In our country many
shave themselves, but this is almost Im-

possible here, where shaving consists not
only In taking the hair from, the face,
but from the whole of the head, except
the spot on the crown where the pigtails
sprout out. The barbers go about-fro-

place to place, carrying their tools with

OF POPULAR SCIENCE

EXPEDITION TO THE
AUTOMOBILES

and the long line of a dozen Kings before
Mena Is rendered clear. The Egyptolog-
ists have seen and handled the gold, the
crystal and the ivory with his name and
engravings; and even Kings that went
before him are better known by actual
objects than one-hal- f of the Saxon Kings
of England. The site of the great temple
Is yet to be examined.

Expansion lor Caah.
The lands bought for cash by the United

States Government are:
Louisiana purchase (1E03) ..515,000,000
Florida (1819) 6.489.768
Mexican cession (1848) 18.250.000
Purchase from Texas (1850) 10,000,000
Gadsden purchase (1853) 10.000.000
Alaska (1867) 7,200,000
Philippine Islands (1899) 20,000,000
Additional Philippines (1901) 100.000
Danish "West Indies (1902) 5,000.000

Total .592,039.768

Telephones in Railvay Engines.
Experiments in telephoning from a rail-

way engine were recently made on the
Illinois Central. At a number of stops a
telephone Instrument which had been
placed In the cab was connected with
the telegraph wire and communication
established with the train dispatcher. The
tests were successful in every case, and
the telephoning was done over telegraph
wires without Interference with the tele-
graphic service. It is intended to furnish
all Illinois Central trains with telephonic
equipment, and Instruments, to be placed
in baggage cars of passenger trains and
engines or cabooses of freights. It is not
the intention to displace the telegraph
by telephones in the operation of the
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them. During the Summer tho most of
the work Is dono In the open air, the
barber usually carrying his stool along
with him.

The trade Is considered a menial one,
and for a long time, according to custom,
no barber's son was admitted to the
literary examinations through which
alone offices are obtained. The barbers'
unions demanded that this be changed.
They were refused In many places, but
they carried their appeal higher and high-
er, with the threat of striking, until they
at last got what they wanted. Had they
struck they could easily have brought the
province and empire to time.

The barbers' unions regulate wages In
different districts. In the Ningpo dis-
trict they charge 51 a week, and in cer-
tain other places they also regulate the
prices of shaving. The "Wenchow Bar-
bers' Union recently passed a law forbid-
ding their members to shampoo their cus-
tomers, and they have also an absolute
rule that no barbers shall clean ears dur-
ing the last six days of the year. A part
of every ordinary shave In China is the
cleaning and scraping of tho ears. The
barber has special tools for the purpose,
and the operation takes time. At the last
of the year. toll barbers are busy, for then
everybody must be shaved, and the time
saved through the omission of the ear
cleaning adds considerably to the profits.

The laboring men are much excited as to

NORTH POLE WILL

road's trains. The telephone will be used
as an auxiliary service, largely for emer-
gency purposes.

Favor the Metric System.
The scientific societies of the country

all favor the passage by Congress of the
act making the metric system obligatory
in all Government departments and its
ultimate adoption as the only legal stand-
ard. A system of weights and measures
more complicated than that now in force
could hardly be possible. There are no
less than 64 units of measure existing in
the United States. Seventeen of them
are linear units, such as the Inch, foot,
yard and mile; 15 are weight units, such
as the scruple, ounce, and pound; 21 are
volume units, such as the cubic Inch, pint,
gallon, and 11 are surface measures, such
as the square foot and acre. This con-
geries of units is Interlaced and connected
by a system of numerical ratios so harsh
and complex that it is most rare to find
any one who knows them alL

Sclentlnc and ladastrial Tfotes.
In Massachusetts the average farm Is

83.4 acres.
Out of 1000 French soldiers 50 die by

suicide.
The number of cotton mill operatives

In North Carolina now exceeds 30,000,
which Is nearly half the number of wage-earne- rs

In the state.
Nearly half the acreage of Massachu-

setts is devoted to dairy farming (46.4).
In 1899 but 95 acres of wheat were planted
and 1670 acres of onions.

A shower bath, with facilities for bath-- ,
lng 200 boys per day, which was put In
one of the New York City public school

the foreign invasion. They fear that the
Introduction of modern machinery will de-

crease work, and the officials are afraid
of an uprising on this account. The work-
men have already destroyed much modern
machinery. A Chinese from America start-
ed a shoe factory not long ago. He Import-
ed some of our labor-savin- g tools, but the
cobblers broke In and smashed them.
They reduced the shoe-sewi- machine to
scrap iron. The Shoemakers' Union de-

nounced the employer, and he had to quit
business. Seme of the modern silk mills of
Canton were similarly treated years ago,
as were also cotton mills In different parts
of the empire.

Nevertheless, the Chinese quickly learn
how to handle the most complicated mod

buildings. Is very popular. A boy is given
15 minutes in which to undress, wash and
dress.

An electrical bedwarmer Is now made.
The current Is run through a coll of
asbestos-covere- d wire placed In the bed.

In the new balloon Santos-Dumo- nt Is
making, petrol motors, having 45 horse-
power, are to supercede those of 13
horsepower, heretofore UBed by him.

Herr Nimfuhr, or Vienna, has Invented
a birdlike flying machine. The Inventors
of aeroplanes, hitherto, have all dupli-
cated the experience of Darius Green.

The movement in freight grew from
63S.1S6.553 tons in 1894 to 1.10L6S0.233 tons
in 1900, Indicating that there was an in-
crease of about 463,500,000 tons, or 72 per
cent.

The Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company
paid last year 5971,867, or 10 per cent of
Its gross receipts. In damages to persons
Injured on Its line. It is said that at-
torneys got half of It.

The railway Interest employs more men
and distributes more money than any
other interest except agriculture. One
from each 15 able-bodi- ed men is em-
ployed, directly or indirectly, by" the rail-
ways.

The naval board reports that of the 16
rs now under con-

struction. It Is not likely that any one
will attain the minimum speed which Is
necessary for acceptance, and that "not
one of them is likely to be an entirely
satisfactory vessel."

Electricity has increased the power of
seacoast lights to that of 3,000,000 candles.
The mineral oil lamps of the "Doty sys-
tem," which was In almost universal uso
previous to the Introduction of electric-
ity, did not exceed 54,000 candles in the
strength of their Illumination.

The glass pavement laid last year in
Paris has proved so satisfactory that it
is to be used on a number of its busiest
streets. The vitreous paving-stone- s are
made of powdered glass, which Is baked
until it becomes almost fluid, then com-
pressed by hydraulic machines, and cut
Into cubes to facilitate the laying process.
The danger from horses slipping and
falling on it is no greater than on asphalt
pavements.

ern machinery. They can do anything, and
In the Government workshops at Shanghai
they have made steel rails and locomotives
as well ns all sorts of cannon and rifles.

In opening up railroads our capitalists
will have the opposition of the Cartmen's
Union, the Boatmen's Union and the
"Wheelbarrow Union, but there are thou-
sands of such organizations here, covering
all parts of the country. The wheelbar-
rows are the drays of the cities, and they
are to a large extent the freight cars of
the country. They are used to carry pas-
sengers as well as freight, and the unions
will oppose the Introduction of electric
cars on the claim that they will injure
their business. There are In Shanghai
alone almost 5000 passenger and cargo
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befell that Mrs. Cadwalader andMrs.
Frlsble met at a Tea Fight and pro-

ceeded to wrassle with Current Top-

ics.
Mrs. Cadwalader was Sec-

retary of the Society for Ethical Research
and dined at the same Table with Presi-
dent Eliot. Mrs. Frlsble was the Party
that read the Paper before the Tuesday
Morning Club.

These two began .to deplore the Tenden-
cies of this year's Journalism.

They wanted to know If It wasn't too
Bad that the Papers printed so much
about Horse-Racin- g and other Crimes
when it was possible to drop In at any
LItry Club and get enough Hot Stuff to fill
the whole Sheet.

Mrs. Cadwalader said that her Idea of a
gingery Dally would be one with a Pic-

ture of Jeannette Gilder and a couple of
Book Reviews on page 1, some Club Notes
and Society on page 2,

a few useful Hints on how to clean "White
Gloves without making them smell on
page 3, and then fill the remaining Space
with Pomes.

"Ain't It Sickening to pick up a Paper
and find Columns about these brutal

asked Mrs. Frlsble. "Just
at present it's all about Fltzsimmons and
Jeffries. It begins to look as though they
jnight get together."

"It would have been pulled off long ago
If Fitz had not Insisted on an even Split
of the Purse," said Mrs. Cadwalader. "It
looks very Fakey to me when a Man holds
out for SO per cent win or lose. I think

each of which pays a li-

cense of 600 cash, or about 75 cents per
month. The license until within a short
time was 400 cash, or 50 cents a month.and
the raising of It has now brought about a
big strike on the part of the "Wheelbar-
row Union. The officials claim that the
wheelbarrow men can easily pay this
amount as they make about $15 a month
In silver or 57 in gold, and that this is
ample to keep themselves and their fam-
ilies. A similar strike took place some
years ago, when the license fee was raised
from 25 to 50 cents a month.

Among the curious unions axe those of
the men servants w ho work for foreigners.
I do not know that their rules extent to
Chinese, but they are very rigid as to Eng
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Jeff Is right In insisting that the winner
take the Big End."

"You seem to think that Jeff has a
Cinch," said Mrs. Frlsble, In & Sarcastic
Tone.

"I think It's line roooing a Child's
Bank," said Mrs. Cadwalader. "I can't
see any one but Jeff. Goodness! He has
a Right that would change any Man's Re-
ligion."

"Well, Lanky Bob Is quite a Few when
It comes to sassy Rights," maintained
Mrs. Frlsble. "Once he hit a Man In
Evans-vill- and the Man woke up In Mem-
phis. Any time that he lands one of
those Mary Anns, there's something doing
In the other Corner."

"You seem to forget that Jeff once gave
.him his Trimmings," said Mrs. CadwaJ-ade- r,

with a Smile of Superior "Wisdom.
"But Fitz says he was Drugged," retort-

ed Mrs. Frlsble.
"Back to the Night School!" exclaimed

the Corresponding Secretary of the So-

ciety for Ethical Research. "I'll tell you
what Drugged him. It was that Hay-
maker that was handed to him In the Sec- -
ond. That was a regular Llzcumtlzzus.
After he got that one he didn't know
whether he was In the Arena or up in
the Hay-Mo- looking for Eggs."

"Let me'ask you something." said Mrs.
Frlsble, with considerable warmth. "Didn't
the Sailor stay for 25 Rounds with this
big Burly? Then didn't Fitz put him
away the fourth time up? Now If there's
anything In the Dope, how can you figure
anybody but the Kangoroo? Don't talk
to your Aunt Hester. Any time that they
beat him on the Square they'll have to
push a Steam Roller into the Ring. The
next time he gets Mr. Boiler-Mak- er In
front he'll take his Measura in a hurry.

lish, Germans and Americans. These serv-
ants take the place of the hired girls of our
country. The members of their unions have
regular meetings, in which they discuss
their masters and mistresses and report
upon them. If you dismiss a servant the
union may boycott you, and it may be a,
year before you can get another. A lady
friend of mine, a missionary, recently
caught her boy stealing, and discharged
him. She employed others, only to find
them leaving after a few dajs on some
plea or other. The director of the Paciflo
Mall steamship line had a Chinese boy who
abused his little son. He discharged the
boy and could not get another for a long
time. One of the foreigners of Shanghai
recently took a "Wenchow man Into his
house as a servant. The Shanghai union
objected and 40 of Its members broke Into
the house and took out the "Wenchow man
and thrashed him. The director's wife
sent out her riksha coolie to bring the
police, but the union men set upon hhn
and broke his arm.

In these union meetings, whenever a
servant takes a new place he asks for a
report on the master and mistress, and
the other servants who have been em-
ployed there rise and give a full state-
ment as to his or her habits, whether he
or the drinks, and w hether there is a fair
chance for cumshaw, or commissions.
Every servant of course, expects to make
his percentage on all that comes Into the
house In the way of marketing, and I
might also say to make as much mora
as he can.

Oar Minister an a. Jam Enter.
As a result of this principle the foreign-

ers must watch their accounts very care-
fully to prevent oercharg!ng. I know of
one English bachelor whose servant
brought him in a bill the other day charg-- f
lng him for three pounds of beef every
day for a month. This was too much
beef for one man and the bachelor gagged.
hConsul-Gener- al Goodnow was charged)
with 20 cans of Jam during a recent two
weeks' visit to Colonel Conger, our Min-

ister at Pekln. Now. the Consul-Gener- al

and his wife are both light Jam-eater- s,

and Colonel Conger eats no sweets what-- (
ever. So, when the bill was brought In
by the servant, the Consul-Gener- al laughed
and said:

"See here, boy, how came this thing?
Before time you have only three cans of
jam every two weeks. Now have 20 cans.
"We no eat so much jam. This bill not
right."

"Oh, yes, master," said the boy. "Bill
alle lltee. Pekln master belong this side
one week. He eatee plentee jam."

The truth wah that Colonel Conger ate
no Jam whatever, and the extra 17 cans
was a pure squeeze on the part of the
servant. "Whether Mr. Goodnow stood it
or not I don't know.

"Wnpfes and Time.
So far the unions of China have dono

very little as to fixing the hours of labor,
although the weavers guilds here prohibit
their men from working later than 9

o'clock at night. The average day is 12

or more hours long, and about the only
holidays are at the end of the year. The
Invasion of foreign machinery has in-

creased wages only at the ports. The pay
everywhere is ery low, ranging from 3

to 10 cents a day for ordinary workmen
and from 18 to 22 cents for skilled labor-
ers. In Fuchow coolies can be hired for
from 75 cents to $1 50 per month, and good
mechanics for 10 to 15 cents a day. In
other districts barbers are paid 3 cents,
tailors 10 cents, carpenters 11 cents, and
blacksmiths 13 cents per day.

I have seen women making grass cloth
who work about 12 hours for 2 cents; and
an old missionary tells me that he can
get ten men to work a whole day for him
for a dollar, and the contractor who goes
out for the gang will take 10 per cent of
their wages for hiring them. Doctors
here are paid as high as 20 cents a visit;
engravers get 10 cents a day, and a troupe
of theater actors will play 48 hours for
$30. Farm laborers receive from 10 to 15

cents a day during harvest time. Some-
times they are hired by the year at 512,

with board and lodging thrown In. This
Is big pay.

Worlc Years for Nothings
Notwithstanding these low wages, there

are vast numbers In China who work for
less. Apprentices receive no wages what-
ever. In many of the trades they have to
work five years, during which they re-

ceive only food and lodging. In other
trades they work three jears. A premium
of money Is often demanded for taking
on an apprentice, and the parents fre-

quently furnish tne clothes of their son
during his apprenticeship. According to
one union law no master can employ an
apprentice who has not served out his
full time, and no one can employ more
than a certain number of apprentices at
the samo time. Employers who violate
such rules are liable to be fined by the
unions, and manufacturers who entice ap-

prentices away from other factories can
be fined. Any apprentice who wants to
give up a trade before the end of his
term can do so, but In that case he cannot
go back. Every union has a copy of Its
regulations printed on red paper, and this
is posted up in the various stores and
workshops so that there Is no excuse for
either empldyers or men not knowing
what the rules of the unions are.

FRANK G. CARPENTER.

SORRY THAT PEOPLE

He will certainly light on that naughty
Actor and sting him like a Bee. Jeff will
think that somebody is shooting Gloves at
him from a Rapid Fire Gun. All that the
Klnetoscope will show will be something
that looks like an Electric Fan In Motion.
Little Bright Eyes from California will
begin to see Stars that never were on the
Chart. Now. I'm telling you."

"Go back and finish our Nap." said
Mrs. Cadwalader. giving her friend the
Banjo Eye. "You must have received
a few Marconls from Dreamland, or else
some False Friend has been feeding you
the Baked Atmosphere. To hear ou talk
one would suppose that at any time Fitz
comes into the Ring they have to put
Asbestos under the Matting. He may be
fairly Warm, but I don't think that he has
to wear a Steam Gauge. I will admit
that he is all right in his Class, but he has
his Nerve with him when he tries to up-
set a Baby Elephant."

"The bigger they are the harder they
fall," observed Mrs. Frlsble.

"It's like starting a Dray Horse against
McChesney," reiterated. Mrs. Cadwalader.
"If ever Jeff connects the small Boys will
be picking up Freckles around there for
a Week after."

The Discussion regarding the Sensational
Press was taking an acrimonious Turn
when the Hostes entered and asked them
to step into the Front Room and hear
Agnes Gladjs Otis read something from
"The Ring and the Book."

"Gracious mel I hope It Isn't anything
about the Prize Ring or the Winter Book,"
said Mrs. Cadwalader. "We get enough
of that In the awful Daily Papers."

Moral: People may be opposed to a
Vulgar Pastime and yet be Posted.

(Copyright, 1S02.)


