
r

THE SUOTAY GREGORIAN, PORTLAND, FEBRUARY 2, 1902.

Its r0Otttcm
Entered at the rostofflce at Portland. Oregon,

as socosd-clas- s matter.

KEVISKD SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
Br Mall (postage prepaid). In Advance

Daily, with Sunday per month -- . S3
Dally. Sunday excepted. ier year 7 SO
Dally, with Sunday, per year 0 00
Sunday. .per year - W
The Weekly, per year 1 SO
The We-kl- . 3 months i

To Cit;. Subscribers
Dallx, per week, delivered. Sundays excepted J5c
Dally, per week, delivered. Sundays lncluded.20c

POSTAGE RATES.
United StatrF Canada and Mexico:

30 to paper ..lc
14 to pier e

"foreign rates double.
News or ds&cussion Intended for publication

!n The Oregonlan should be addressed invaria-b.- y

"Editor The Oregonlan." not to the name
of any individual. Letters relating to adver-
tising, subscriptions or to any business matter
hould be addressed simply "The Oregonlan."
The Oregonlan does not buy poems or stories

from individuals, and cannot undertake to re-

turn any mar.u-.Tlr.t- sent to It without solici-
tation. No stampb be inclosed for this

BuMnens Office, t. 4. JS. 47, 4S. 43
Tribune bulldlnc. New York City: 4C0 "The
Rookery." Chicago, the S C. Beckwlth special
agency. Eastern reprefyntative.

For sale in San Francttwo by I,. E. Lee. Pal-
ace Hotel new stand; GoMsmlth Bros.. 23C

Eutter strec:; J. W Pitts. 100S Market street:
J K. Cooper Co . T4G Market street, near the
Palaca Hotel. Foster & Orear, Terry news
eland.

Fir Ve In Los Angeles by B. F. Gardner.
213 So. Spring street, and Oliver & Haines, 100
Eo Spring rttet.

Tor sale in Saramento by Sacramento News
C . 423 K atr t Sacramento. Cal.

For sale In Chicago by the P. O. News Co..
217 Dearborn street.

For tale in Omaha by Barkalow Bros.. IC12
Fsraam ftroet.

For sale In Salt Lake by the Salt Lake News
Co. 77 W d South street.

For ale In Offden by W. C. Kind. 204 Twcn-ty-fl't- h

street, and C. II. Mjers.
On flle at Charlnton. S. C, in the Oregon

at the oxpo-mia-

Far sale in Washington. D. C. by the Ebbett
Hou-- news stand.

For sal In Denver. Colo., by Hamilton '
"Jvcrdrlrk. Bi'onwnth street; Louthnn
Ac Jnrkron Hook A. Stationery Co.. 15th and

trtreet?

TODAY'S AX ESTHER Probably light rain or
enow, rfish'ly warmer during the afternoon;
easterlj Hind

YESTERDAY'S WEATHER Maximum tem-
perature. 2. minimum temperature, 20;

M4 Inch.

rOKTIiAM). SIMJAY, FEHUl'AllY 2.

mr. iioi:ys niscr.osrnn.
"When the Senator from Mississippi

(Sir. Mrey, in the heat of debate, was
gT'aded into an unguarded disclosure of
th basic principles of
lie said, relative to the Philippine Isl-
ands.

L t them g to the devil and take care of
ibnwHe, no far as the American people are
c-- roJ!

We take it that Mr. Money's hot
F uthern blood has done the world a
u? ful service in momentarily stripping
off the mask with which t"

purposes have been clothed.
Thrre need be no doubt that he spoke
from his heart. He was not talking
i r effect, either at home or abroad.
He Just simply said what he thought.
Tor once betrayed its
true spirit.

There is nothing in the Money plat-- fi

rm, it will be observed, about the
sacred rights of the Filipinos; about
the sympathy felt by every right-mlnd--

man with their struggles against
the oppressor; about the solemn obli-
gations laid upon us to protect them in
the enjoyment of independence. For
once, cant was laid aside, hypocrisy
abandoned, and the pretense of altru-
ism utterly discredited.

The Democratic opposition to the re-
tention and pacification of the Philip-
pines is purely pnriisnn and political.
Tillman cares no more for the Filipinos
than he cares for the South Carolina
negroes. The only interest the Demo-
crats have in the Filipinos is the use
they can make of them to manufacture
capital and get votes. If they can't be
used In that way, they can go to the
devil.

The treaty with Spain by which we
Assumed full sovereignty over the Phil-
ippine Islands was ratified with the
aid of Democratic votes under the ad-
vice of Bryan. The Supreme Court has
ruled that they are American territory.
It is ridiculous now for any one to say
that It is no concern of ours what be-
comes of them. The responsibility we
have assumed in full view of the world
Is not to be- - discharged by running
away at the first sign of trouble. It
does not He with us to tell them to go

o the deviL

BKAI.S AM) BOUNDARIES.
"When a mney-bag- s or a nobody is

elected to the United States Senate,
"trained observers" always arise to point
a sectional moral. Every time poor lit-
tle Nevada elects a Senator, she is ar-
rayed in contract with the great State
of New York, and cited to show cause
why she should not be eliminated from
the map because of the large popula-
tion not found within her borders. Here
also is a plaint, based on the election
of Dryden In New Jersey:

Atk The 10- -j ear-ol- d sctool boys in the State
of New Jersey tix months hence to give the
names of th I'nlted States Senators from that
state, and probably not one in a hundred could
tell. Ask them about the Senators from Mas-
sachusetts, and It would not be surprising if
00 per cent of them could name those Senators
Offhand.

And the critic, a contributor to the
New York Times, volunteers the addi-
tional Information that the reason why
"the New England States carry weight
In the United States Senate out of all
proportion to the population of that
eection of the country" is because
"brains of a high order are an indis-
pensable qualification to Senatorial
preferment in those states."

"We feel a debt of personal gratitude
to this critic, because this is the first
time on record, so far as our diligent
and painful observation goes, that
animadversion of this character has
been directed at any state east of the
Kocky Mountains. The Senatorial le-
gend has been that the far "West is
Scr.atori.tlly culpable, and the East is
Senatorially impeccable. Nevada is a
rotten borough of California, but Dela-
ware is not a pocket borough of New
York. There Is Stewart, but there is
not Addicks. Nevada is small, but if
Hhode Island has any geographical or
numerical shortcoming, we have never
heard of it.

"We accept, accordingly, the amend-
ment. Let it be understood, once for
all, that New England is O. K., and
the rest of the country a few chips
shy. Aldrich, across the path of tariff
reform, must be from Nebraska; Frye,
the subsidy beggar, from Kansas;
Chandler, "bimetafist," from Idaho;
Proctor, In the marble line of patriot-
ism, from Colorado; Piatt, resisting jus-
tice to Porto Rico, the Philippines and
Cuba, from Montana.

Pretentiousness Is not always the sign
manual of merit Since Roscoe Conkling
left the Senate, the whole brood of New
York's Murphys on one side and Platts

on the other hasn't had as mucrT'-brain- s

and nobility as Delaware once sent there
in the person of Thomas P. Bayard,

"AX EARNEST L.1 FEZ'
A Cincinnati publishing house has just

issued from its presses a life of that
grand old man, John M. Palmer, with
this suggestive title: "Personal Recol-
lections of John M. Palmer: The Story
of an Earnest Life."

General Palmer died In September,
1900, at the age of 83, but the good
that he did lives after him. "When he
turned his back on political preferment
rather than swear to the free silver
lie, he set up an example to which the
youth of every age may be pointed
with profit. He led a hard and serious
life. He took his "time" from his father
at 17, to earn an education. He made
his way upward; he volunteered for
the war, became a friend of Lincoln,
fought bravely, served as Governor,
then as Senator, and died with the love
of thousands, the honor of millions and
the respect of all.

The secret of this man's success and
of the esteem in which he was and
still is held is teiyely summed up in
that telling phrase of his biographer.
He lived "an earnest life." Boy and
man, on the tented field or in the halls
of Congress, he was in earnest He
wanted to know, he wanted to do. He
waa not content to drift aimlessly along i

or be the creature and the sport of cir-

cumstances. "Without surpassing gifts
or high ambitions, he gained trust and
honor almost without seeking, because
he was eager to learn and faithful to
perforin.

What Is needed more in our National J

life today than the example of this
earnest man? Are the victims of drink,
or ignorance, or passion to be compared
for number with the victims of frivol-
ity? "What, Indeed, is the fundamental
source of so much vice and crime but
frivolity, the seed of sluggishness and
suplneness, of which overt offenses are
only the fruits? It is the idle hands
that Satan fills with mischief. It is
the purposeless life that sooner or later
shipwrecks upon the sands of want or
the rocks of crime. Get earnestness
into your boy, and distractions cannot
swerve him from his aim. Get earnest-
ness into your girl, and temptations
cannot win her from innocence and
truth.

Countless barks upon the sea of life
are drifting here and there, as tides
ebb and flow and winds rise and fall,
without chart of purpose or compass of
resolve. They will bring up socn or
late as wrecks upon the shore or sink
unnoticed to an unmarked grave. Only
the earnest life reaches port.

THIS WOULD SETTLE IT.
It is reported from Washington that

the President is trying to "settle the
naval feud" upon some basis that will
"stand by the department" and at the
same time "pacify" the friends of
Schley. There is, indeed, a way to set-'t- le

this feud, and the President Is the
man who might do it. Here is the
way: Let the President call In the rival
commanders and say to them that the
purpose of the Spanish War was not
to provide "opportunity" or to give rep-
utation to anybody, but to meet a
pressing National duty; that It was at
most a trifling war between forcs so
unevenly matched as to yield little in
the way of "glory" to anybody. Let
him say further that the battle of San-
tiago was an encounter almost, if not
entirely, destitute of heroics, since it
was a case where a small and weak
force stood opposed to a very large and
strong force, under conditions which
gave all the advantage to the latter.
And still further let him say that, from
start to finish, it was, on the American
side, a battle of engineers and gunners,
and that the result would have been
pxecisely the same if both Sampson and
Schley had been sound asleep during
the whole progress of the fight. Let
him assure them that, in the "view of
all reasonable and manly men, the hero
of Santiago if there was a hero was
neither one nor the other of them, but
the brave old Spaniard who. In the face
of overwhelming odds, pushed his lame
fleet, unfit as he knew it to be, either
to fight the enemy or to fly from it. into
the ring of fire which confronted the
harbor's mouth, accepting the over-
whelming hazard with a desperate but
calm courage, and staking all upon the
one poor chance left him. Let him
say to them that the country Is weary
and sick of a vanity unworthy of
grown-u- p men, which cries with beg-
garly Insistence for "credit" and for
"fame" upon the basis of a fight which
no stupidity could have lost, and in
which, in truth, neither had any con-
trolling or really significant part. And
let him say to them finally that the
world of men. In all ways
and walks of life, who do their duty as
it comes to them, is coming to feel for
both a sense of that kind of pity which
Is close kin to contempt.

STEADFAST TO A FAULT.
There is very little hope of achieving

anything against the stubborn alliance
of the Republicans with the protected
corporations, and the dismal foreboding
Is due to equally stubborn Democratic
perversity.

The country wants an Issue made on
the useless and pernicious tariffs that
enable the protected trusts to sell
abroad chearer than they do at home.
And the Democratic answer to this is
that the war in the Philippines Is a
failure and the flag must come down.

The country wants a chance to re-
buke the sugar and tobacco trusts for
the Injustice they are forcing upon
Cuba and the Philippines. The Demo-
cratic answer is that the Democratic
planters of Louisiana and Virginia
have some of the hog; that the war in
the Philippines is a failure and the
flag must come down.

The tariff ought to be reformed, the
dependencies should have justice, the
merchant marine should have free
ships, the Republican delay with the
Nicaragua Canal should be rebuked and
corrected. But instead of making a
fight on these things, and rallying to
their support the patriotism and intel-
ligence of the country, the Democrats
elect to stand upon the proposition that
the war Is a failure and the flag must
come down.

Never did the country wait In such
suspense for a bold and enlightened
party to take hold of these pressing
questions and handle them in the spirit
of constructive statesmanship. But it
waits in vain The Democrats continue
to howl that the acquisition of the
Philippines was a mistake, that the
war is a failure, that the flag must
come down.

They are a choice lot, these Demo-
crats of bulging brows and .overflowing
think tanks. They have keen memories.
They remember 1SC4, with Its "war 'is

j a failure," and 1S3S and 10C0. They re- -

member their castigatlon, and they like
it. No one shall beguile them from
the strait and narrow path of destruc-
tion to the broad way of sense and
patriotism. Ha! No, indeed. They know
their business.

I'OETS NOT 3IADE FOR STATESMEN.
The review of Scudder's "Life of Low-

ell," in the current number of the At-

lantic, Is unsatisfactory, because it
seems to accept the view of the biog-
rapher that Lowell as a public man
was of serious importance, not only as
a poet, but as a political thinker and
critic. In our 'judgment, it is his lit-
erary work alone that entitles him to
permanent distinction and remem-
brance. His luxuriant poetic imagina-
tion, his hypercritical temper, his super-
ficial knowledge of American history,
and his credulity, utterly disabled him
for the position of a sagacious, soum.
political critic and prophet. He wa.,
through his poetic genius, his wit and
humor, a brilliant satirist, and in this
sense indirectly a great force In the
politics of his youth and manhood, and
so, for that matter, on a lower level, was
the uncultured Petroleum V. Nasby,
whom we never think of seriously as
a profound political thinker or critic.
Lowell wrote "The Crisis." perhaps his
finest poem, a poem Instinct with enthu-
siasm for freedom and human brother-
hood. As poetry it was an eloquent
outburst, but as a bit of practical polit-
ical philosophy it was moonshine. At
this time Lowell spoke of Jefferson,
who was saturated with French Ideas,
as the "first American," and threw up
his hat for the French revolution of 1S4S

as "the triumph of the idea of the peo-

ple." To the principles of the Declara-
tion and Its French ideal of human
freedom In terms of human brother-
hood and equality, Lowell then gave an
approval quite as unqualified as Sen-

ator Hoar does today when he pleads
for independence for the Filipinos. Of
Webster, Lowell wrote in the Antl-Slave- ry

Standard as a great intellect,
who would leave nothing behind it but a
great reputation, a great force rather
than a great intellect, a force working
without beneficent purpose or results.
Not even Whittier, in his "Ichabod,"
has exceeded this severe estimate of
Webster.

There was nothing peculiar in this at-
titude of Lowell He simply reflected
the opinions of the radical anti-slave-

Whigs of his day in Massachusetts. But
it certainly shows that a gifted, edu-
cated man, who could grossly depre-
ciate the character and motives of
Webster, and fail to recognize the great
principle of National unity for which
Webster stood, endangered by Southern
absolutists and Northern abolitionists,
was not a man of more than mediocrity
as a partisan political thinker and
critic. Now, when did this radicalism
of his youth leave him? Lowell was an
unflinching Republican up to 1877, when
he was appointed Minister to Spain.
He had been Presidential elector in
1S7C; so that up to 1S77. when he went
abroad, or until he was 58 years old,
Lowell still believed in the Republican
party, the party of his youth, and he
accepted further honors under the ad-

ministration of President Arthur. There
was no suspicion that Lowell had ab-
jured the party founded on the rad-
icalism of his youth mull he was re-

lieved by a Democrat and returned
home in 1SS5, when he was CG years of
age. It took him until that date to
wear out the radicalism of his youth,
for it is fair to presume that if he had
not approved of the policy of the Re-

publican party up o that date he would
not have been a Presidential elector, nor
accepted and retained ofilce under both
Hayes and Arthur.

Now, when lie is out of office, we
begin to hear of Lowell, the mugwump,
the independent, denouncing Senator
Boutwell, the of today,
as the enemy of civil service reform,
and disposed to believe that democracy
was a failure in America because Ben
Butler had been elected Governor and
General Banks returned to Congress by
a large majority. He avowed his utter
loss of faith In political parties, an ab-

surd avowal, for both parties had been
relatively more corrupt in the days of
"the fathers of the country," and even
in the days when Lowell was Republican
elector and Foreign Minister. Of course
this was not the attitude of a sagacious
political critic and thinker. It was only
the puling, hypercritical v!w of a man
of poetic quality, the kind of man that
never leads political. history with any
care, and i9 also unduly credulous in
worldly affairs. So despondent did
Lowell become that he departed com-
pletely from the French Idealism Qf the
Declaration of Independence he had
professed in his youth and manhood,
and In his Essay on Democracy, writ-
ten in his last years, assorted the au-
thority of the state as the supremely
important thing, and deprecated the
principle of natural rights, holding that
"in a last analysis there is but one
natural right, and that is the right of
superior force."

This conservatism was the result of
his official life as Minister to England.
He liked England's social life and her
statesmen, and it was part of his nature
for his head to go with his heart. In
fact, when his feelings were not strong-
ly stirred his head was comparatively
sluggish. His poetry of permanent qual-
ity was all struck off at a heat after
his heart was strongly stirred. "The
Crisis," the sonnet to Wendell Phil-
ips, the Yankee dialect satires, written
during the Mexican War and our Civil
War; the "Commemoration Ode," are
all wrought when his heart, transiently
stirred by some personal appeal,
prompted him to write thoughts that
breathe and words that burn. Lowell
survived the Civil War nearly 26 years,
but not a line of poetry did he write
that added a leaf to his laurela His
life abroad dulkul the Are of his poetic
genius. He came back home something
of ah Anglomaniac and political pes-
simist, If not an absolute English toad-eate- r.

He wrote nothing worthy of his
best poetic fame, and, like Hawthorne, a
greater genius, his diplomatic life
seemed to mcke him less of an ardent
American. His biographer tries to dis-
pute this, but one of Lowell's most gift-
ed friends and admirers, Howells, ad-
mits the ,truth of the charge.

To consider Lowell seriously as a per-
manent figure in A.merlcan public life
and letters save as a poet Is absurd.
Sagacious political thinker and critic he
never was. He had not the judicial
quality or the profound historical
knowledge necessary to a statesmanlike
view of past or passing politics. As a
foreign Minister, he wrote contemptu-
ously of most Important official ques-
tions to Lord Cranbrook, saying: "My
head is humming with the three P's
piscatory rights, pigs and Paddy."
There Is a streak of flippant
snobbishness in this Indiscreet refer-
ence to official questiens of the highest
possible importance. We cannot con

ceive of E. J. Phelps or Minister Choate
as so grossly lacking in good sense and
diplomatic prudence. The man was a
poet, a great pessimist, a keen critic
and a powerful satirist Wit and fine
imagination he had, but men of such
gifts are r.ever political thinkers and
critics. In the sense that a great states-
man or a great historian Is a political
thinker and critic. An erratic man of
fine poetic genius was Lowell; that, and
that only. Is his title to permanent his-
torical fame.

The British losses by battle in the
Boer War have been greatly exaggerat-
ed. The most recent report from the
British War Office gives details of these
losses from the outbreak of hostilities
in October. 1S9D, up to and including
the month of November, 1901. Accord-
ing to the figures presented, 451 officers
and 4614 enlisted men have been killed
in action 'since hostilities began; 149
officers and 1590 men have died of
wounds: five officers and 97 men have
died in captivity; 269 officers and 10.653
men have died of disease, and 19 officers
and 301 men have died as the result of
accidents. Here is a death list of 7S.34S,
and of the victims S93 were officers. To
this showing should be added the fol-
lowing casualties: Missing and prison-
ers not accounted for, seven officers and
521 men; sent home as invalids, 2612 of-
ficers and C0.262 men. The fatalities In
South Africa have been relatively what
they were in the Spanish-America- n

War, the officers killed in each being
equal to about 10 per cent of the num
ber of enlisted men killed, or, to be ex-
act, 9.4 per cent in South Africa and 9.7
per cent in the Spanish-America- n War.
The casualties have not been extraor-
dinary, except as to the number of
deaths by disease.

The Methodists number nearly 6,000.-00- 0
of the 27,500,000 religious commu-

nicants in the United States, the Bap-
tists coming next, with about 4.500,000.
The Roman Catholics number about
9.000.000. The Methodist Eplsc6pal
Church, the largest of the Methodist
communions, has about 3,000,000 of
communicants. The annual expendi-
tures are nearly $24,000,000. It has 27,--0-

churches and neary 13,000 preachers.
There were only 5000 Methodists In the
American colonies at the outbreak of
the Revolution. Tho Year Rnnk-- an
nounces that President McKlnley was
the first Methodist who ever occupied
the White House. Presidents Lincoln,
Johnson, Grant and Hayes, who are
generally described as Methodists, were
not communicants. It is a curious fact
that while John Wesley held slavery to
be the "sum of all villanles," Whitfield
used all his Influence to break d"bwn the
provisions hostile to the importation of
rum and slaves Into Georgia, and re-
joiced In his success, himself purchasing
slaves as a source of profit to his darling
orphan asylum.

The Chicago Tribune, which no longer
ago than November was saying:

Let the tariff alone. It cannot "be changed
at one point without an attempt beinff made
to change it everywhere. The whole subject
was discussed In M30. in ISM. and again in
liOT only four years ago. Nobody wishes it
discussed now. When the American
Is in these busy, happy days what he
thinks of the tariff question he speaks of It as
disrespectfully as Mr. Yanderbilt did of the
public.
Now says:

The day will come when the people will be
lc.s prosperous than they are now. Then they
will become harsh critics of excessive customs
duties used as a weapon of oiTense against
American consumers.' Then, perhaps. Con-gro-

will become Interested in the subject
which Senator Dolllver would like to see it take
in nana now. but which It trill not. At pres-
ent, the persons who are Interested in the
maintenance or excessively high duties haemuch moro Influence with Congress than the
comparatively small number of persons who
are earnestly and energeticallj working for the
reduction of these duties.
Which may be a sign of the times.

The legislative appropriations made
for the improvement of state hiehwavs
In NewNYork in the four years ending
wiin or during the operation of
the Higbie-Armstrc- law, aggregate
5670,000, and the appropriation for the
single year 1901, $420,000, was almost
three times that for 1500, and was more
than eight times that of 1S9S or 1S99.
In 1S26 there was a strong movement
made to secure appropriations from the
New York Legislature for building state
highways connecting Lake Erie with
the Hudson River, At a cost of $1,000,000.
It was bitterly opposed by the friends
of the state land ss'stem and beaten,
but the result of the discussion and the
defeat of this great scheme for a state
highway resulted In precipitating the
building ot the Erie Railroad.

The Tyler family tomb, in Holly-
wood Cemetery, Richmond, Va., opened
a few days ago to receive the body of
the eon, Dr. Lockland
Tyler, whose death occurred In New
York on the 27th ult The name Tyler
is as an echo of a stormy political era,
long past, which succeeding events have
overshadowed, and in a sense obscured.
This is so true that the announcement
of the death of Dr. Tyler, a worthy and
useful citizen, gave to the general pub-H- e

the first intimation that it had re-
ceived in years that the life of any
member of President Tyler's immediate
family had extended to. the present time.
So utterly do the events of today ab-
sorb those of yesterday, and relegate
to silence honored names that once filled
the air with clamor!

Rev. Dr. W. H. Roberts, clerk of
the General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church, shows by analysis of
church accessions for the year ending
March 31, 1901, that, of the 7516 churches
carried on the denominational roll, 2141
went through the entire year without
a solitary addition to their membership
by confession of faith. Of the remain-
ing 5375 churches, 2593, or almost one-hal- f,

reported five or less additions each.
The 2599 embrace the large body, or
ordinary and typical churches, outside
of favorable conditions and of leader
ship quality. Of the 277C churches re-
ceiving five or more, 1171 received 10 or
less, leaving only 1605 that reported over
10 accessions during the whole year.

Your registration of two years ago is
useless for this year. You-can'- t vote
this year unless you register this year,
and you can't vote in the primaries,
which is the actual election, unless you
register before the primaries are held.
Within the next 60 days everybody who
Is to participate in politics this year
must be registered; and since there will
be a press and crush toward the end,
you would better register now.

A paragraph in The Oregonlan the
other day referred to the State of Wash-
ington as needing a law providing for
execution of murderers at the peniten-
tiary. Washington already has such a
law. The recent executions In the utate
have been of criminals convicted before
the new law went into effect.

FOURTH TREET, FOR EXAMPLE

Current discussion of the projected
Fourth-stre- et improvement very plainly
exhibits the faults or at least one
of the faults of a street system which
puts a large measure of atHhority
In the hands of the owners of abut-
ting property. Nobody will pretend that
the men who own the lots abutting
upon Fourth street have any special
knowledge of the science or practice
of street making, which entitles them
to determine I between the several
kinds of pavement Their privilege In
the matter rests upon the fact and an
Important fact it Is that they are to be
required 'to pay the bills. Under this
system it is fair that they be consulted
about the improvement and especially on
the point of its cost; but it Is a case In
which the necessity of being fair to the
property holder involves us in all man-
ner of annoyances and mischiefs. It In-

volves us In proceedings to defeat the
work; In unseemly controversies about
ways of doing it; In the postponement of
business enterprises dependent upon bet-
ter street conditions In delay following
upon delay, and in the possibility or
probability of getting In the end a kind
of Improvement neither economical nor
permanent.

There seems to The Oregonlan no ques-
tion as to the source of all this mischief.
It Is nothing less than the assumption
that the public streets of "the city the
avenues of our trallic, the very arteries
of our community life are chiefly mat
ters of private concern. The conception
of the public street as a thing --of uni-

versal relationship and Importance, a
thing upon which the largest Interests of
the municipality and of its citizens de-
pend, and, therefore, as a thing In which'
the public Interest and authority ought
to be carefully safeguarded, appears to
have made no appeal to the Intelligence of
those who have from time to time in the
past made our several city charters. The
Interest of the municipality finds in our
present general law only such recogni-
tion as Is Involved in the authority given
to the City Council to "initiate" works
of street improvement limited by condi-
tions which practically nullify the initia-
tory power and by referring the matter
of any given work to those who have a
direct Interest in its defeat or postpone-
ment

The motive for Improving Fourth street
Is not more to provide a, convenient ave-
nue for the people who live and do bus-
iness in Fourth street than for all the
other people In Portland. In the very
truest and largest sense Fourth street
and every other street Is for the use and
convenience of the whole city and this
being so it is the business of the whole
city to create and maintain It, with only
such special assessment upon the prop-
erty abutting upon the street improved
as may be adjudged due in compensation
for special advantages accruing through
such improvements. A system established
upon this principle would have the ad-
vantage of being fair and just all round;
and looking to the betterment of the
streets. It could not fall to bring about
a general and wholesome movement
Human nature being what It Is, it would
fill the Council chamber with appeals
for street work rather than with pro-
tests, as under the existing system. The
pressuro would be for Improvements and
for the best sort; and in very brief time
the evil of bad streets, which bears so
grievously upon the general Interest and
convenience not to mention decent pub-
lic prides-wou-ld be a thing of the past

But wo have got to deal with the mat-
ter of street development under the law
as it Is, rather than under the law as
it might be or ought to be. We have
got to hobble along under a bad system;
but we would better make the best than
the worst of it And here comes in the
value of a fixed public opinion and of
an aroused and determined public will.
One who has taken great interest In the
agitation for better streets has said that
nothing can withstand the will of the
people of Portland; and while this is not
strictly true, as we have long seen. It is
still measurably true. An aroused pub-

lic opinion can without doubt do much
toward giving us better streets. It can
stir public officials to their duty and
make them firm to resist the pressure of
obstruction. It can make a feeling in
the community which will discredit every
property holder who seeks to get out of
the obligations which the law right or
wrongs-Impos- es upon him. If the gen-

eral feeling in this Important matter can
be stirred to assert itself and keep on as-

serting itself for awhile we shall get
fairly good streets even under our very
imperfect system.

SKILLED LABOR AND THE TRUST

Wrong as Its methods often are. It Is.
still true that organized labor affords to
the country the best defense it has
against the greed and Inhumanity of the
great Industrial trusts. All the forces
which take their cue from capital In-

cluding most things dependent upon po-
liticsgo to uphold and fortify the com-
binations as against the people. Only the
force represented by organized labor
gives no sign of complaisance. The spirltf
of the trust Is one of enmity to labor and
the instinct of the workingman has not
failed to grasp this truth. The Interest
of labor lies not in-- monopoly with its
arbitrary rules, Its aggressive exactions
and Its blacklists. On the other hand
the Interest of labor lies with the sys-

tem of open competition with Its rivalries
between employers and with Its multi-
plied opportunities for the man of brawn
and skill.

The great industrial trusts are afraid
of the labor element In their projects, and
well they may be, for the labor element
fully comprehends the conditions calcu-
lated to maintain just relations for It-

self. The experience of the steel trust
within the relatively short period of its
existence abundantly demonstrates this
truth. It is with utmost difficulty that
the trust can keep up the organizations
essential to its operations, for the dispo-
sition of the men everywhere Is to aban-
don Its service and to join the independ-
ent and competing establishments. The
National Labor Tribune, commenting on
this movement, says:

There are various reasons for the preference
the skilled .workers, most ot them members of
the Amalgamated Association, are thus show-
ing for the mills of tho concerns outride the
trust. One is that in the Independent mills
they are not liable to the grinding exactions of
mill superintendents who know that their cost
sheets will be compared with the sheets of
dozens of other superintendents in the same
employ. Another reason Is that the Independ-
ent mills have, on the whole, exhibited a more
cordial attitude toward the workers" organiza-
tion. "Whether the shrewd business men in
control of the trust will allow the exodus to go
much further without exerting themselves to
turn It back may be uuestioned. The inde-
pendents have certainly not been getting the
worst of it so far as the problem of skilled
labor supply is concerned. ... It is a'welt-deflne- d

and formidable movement, which must
quietly be having Its effect on the character
of the product, and which we would respect-
fully suggest to trust managers that they will
sooner or later have to do something to stop

I and counteract

v
r,

WIRELESS EXPANSION.

When Marconi first announced he had
signaled across the Atlantic, scoffers
raised their voices on every side.
But now they know better. Everybody
realizes that Marconi has made one of
the grandest discoveries of the age.

Nothing electrifies the imagination more
than wireless telegraphy. The phenome-
non of thought darting across the ethe-
real waves of space puts us Into wireless
connection with fairyland. But as the
fairyland of yesterday Is the aejtual land
of today, so may the dreamland of to-

morrow be the actual land ot the day
after. The electric signal has sprung
across an ocean 20CO miles wide. And this
distance is but as a hand-bread- th for the
electric impulse.

A kite on the one side of a great ocean,
a high pole on the other, thought darting
between here we have the suggestion of
an entire of terrestrial means
of communication. No part of the earth's
surface Is so sequestered that the elec-

tric Impulse will not find it through the
wireless medium. Cathay was once as far
away as Marsr May not wireless teleg-
raphy bring it as close as our neighbors
behind the next hill?

Yet Marconi is not the creator of this
Idea. It has been formed piecemeal, as it
were, by the many suggestions that have
come to his predecessors. The history of
these suggestions also ramifies in a thou-
sand directions. Marconi's genius con-

sists in his power to avail himself of what
has been thought out for him. He has
grouped the discoveries of many illustrious
scientists and built upon them another
great discovery. Morse, for example, was
as essential an ancestor of Marconi's dis-
covery as somebody else was the grand-
father of Marconi's personality. Marconi
has the modesty of genius to admit this.
He Is fully aware of his great triumph.
yet does not appropriate all the glory.
Recently he said:

I desire to say in this presence that I have
built very greatly on the work of my prede-
cessors, and I wish to mention Maxwell. Lord
Kelvin, Professor Henry. Professor Hertz and
Professor A. G. Bell.

Marconi spoke of these men as represen-
tative ones. If he had gone further Into
the pedigree of his genius he would have
mentioned not only Bell, but also Morse:
not only Professor Hertz, but also Pro
fessor Lodge, of Liverpool; not only Max-
well, but also Professor Righi, his own
countryman, who devised his sending In-

strument, or oscillator. Maxwell suspect-
ed electric waves as early as 1S64. Hertz
discovered them in 1SS7. But neither ever
Imagined thoy could be turned Into- - ve-
hicles of thought. Professor Branly, of
Paris, first conceived this when he
invented vthe "coherer," the core of
the Marconi system. But It re-
mained for Professor Lodge to turn the
Invention lo service by contriving the

a little tapper which makes ft
possible for the system to receive succes-
sive signal waves. Professor Lodge de-
vised also the "tuning" arrangement, by
whlch messages may be transmitted with
as complete secrecy as by the marine
cable. This was the link, next to the
last. In the invention of the wireless tele-
graph. By it wireless telegraphy Is ren-
dered practicable. The last link is sup-
plied by Marconi. The chain is not all h7s
own. but the final link, which makes the
whole, belongs to him. May his prede-
cessors call him "an upstart crow beau-
tified by our feathers.'' Yes. to be sure,
for In the same way they got their plum-
age.

Marconi has done what every man, even
not an inventor, does every day. Each
man's body Is vitalized by the forces of
the past; his mind is vitalized by wisdom
gone before him.

Wireless telegraphy has greatly stim-
ulated speculation as to the quality and
nature of ether. Without ether, trans-
mission of any force is regarded impos-
sible. Ether Is supposed to be an Im-
ponderable fluid, which fills all space, and
in which all matter and the atoms and
molecules of matter, are suspended.
Whatever this unnamable something may
be. impulse is transmitted in.it by means
of vibrations. Vibrations of a certain
number manifest themselves in electricity,
of another number in light and of an
other number in heat And the impon-
derability of ether is of such nature as
to be altogether inconceivable. Ether is
taken to be the real transmitter of an
electric Impulse. We speak of a copper
wire, but the particles of copper are sup-
posed to be suspended In ether. So also
are the particles of matter of the densest
substance. Therefore, as ether is every-
where, electric waves can bo transmitted
through every substance, be it air, water
or copper, just is they are presumed to
find their way through what we call
empty space.

Another Interesting speculation in re-
gard to transmission of impulses through
ether, is whether the vibrations follow a
straight or a curved line. Electricity Is
supposed to take the shortest distance
between two points, which is thought to
be a straight line. This, however, raises
a new question. From a metaphysical
view is there such a thing as a straight
line?

It Is an axiom of geometry that two
parallel lines extended indefinitely will
never meet. But on the earth there are
on straight lines, and besides, if there
were, it is Impossible, with our limited per-
ceptions, ever to make or see them. What
seems straight to us, may only appear so
because of imperfect vision. Again, is
the straight line anything but a circle?
Imagine a circle infinitely enlarged, and
it becomes a straight line. Imagine a
circle Infinitely compressed, and it be-

comes a point And yet we are taught
that two parallels cannot be drawn
through the same point. Perhaps, also,
a straight line is really a curve, that If
Infinitely lengthened would have no end,
but simply double upon itself. If this
is so, can any line be "straight" accord-
ing to ow; conception of this word?

It was supposed at first that the con-

vexity of the earth would be an obstacle
to wireless telegraphy. 3ut since, in the
universe, a circle may not be less straight
than a straight line, and therefore the
line of the earth's rotundity may not
differ from a straight line, perhaps wire-
less telegraphy may suggest something
that will reconstruct our geometrical no-

tions. In an Infinite universe it is im-

possible to conceive of one line longer
than another, or of one circle larger than
another or of any line straighter than a
curve.

When science began to grow, this earth
was a very big earth. Means of com-

munication have been steadily reducing
its girth. Now wireless telegraphy has
contracted the zone of the earth still
more. According to the assurances we
receive about wireless telegraphy, soon
no point oh the earth's surface will be
more distant than the nearest. The
English Channel was once wider than
the Atlantic Ocean. The community of
the world is widening its diameter. Will
It some day have the diameter of the

I planet? s

'.

SLINGS AND ARROWS.

Continued in Our Xext.
Tho brave and gallant oltlcer is hanging by

his teeth
Upon a rope, a precipice yawns, down and

down, beneath.
Tho Indian leans far out above and clasp3 a

keen-edge- d knife.
If he should cut that rope our friend would

lose his grip on life,
took! Look: He parts a single strand, the off-

icer .still clings.
But if he dared take off his teeth he'd say

unpleasant thinsjs.
Aha! the wind conies up. and see! the rope

begins to creak:
But now tho chapter's done, and we may read

the rest next week.

The lowly office boy has sought his stern em-

ployer out.
Upon his noble face we see a look of pain

and doubt;
We gather from his attitude that he has brave-

ly planned
To ask the scowling gentleman for his young

daughter's hand.
The moment is a trying one, if he succeed or

fall
Determines quite conclusively the outcome of

the tale, gt
The girl is hniden in the hall, half hopeful,

half perplexed:
The boy say3: "Sir. I'd like to have" (Con-

tinued in our next).

Tho roor but lovely heroine, whoe Ufa of
misery

Has lasted sixteen years and been a thing most
sad to see.

Is waiting at her lawjer's, with a patient
fiice. until

Some news shall bo afforded her of her lata
uncle's will. "

The money rightfully i3 hers, but if she's coma
too late

She mu3t. perforce, continue up against the
same old fate.

The lawyer steps in through tho door; his
countenance Is vexed.

He sas: "ily dear young friend, this will"
(Continued in our nct).

Frnnllln on "Wireless Telegraphy.
Benjamin Franklin leaned "pensively on

the shelving shore and tossed bits of
brimstone into the Styx.

"Wireless telegraphy," he observed,
"and they say it Is a modern invention.
Rot!"

He sent a flat stone hurtling out over
the wavelets, and It skipped eight tlmea
before it finally plunged beneath the
surface.

"Rot," he continued, "rot! Were there
any wires about my kites? Didn't I tele-

graph to the skies without the aid or con-

sent of any wire trust on earth? These
fellows are always claiming originality for
what they do. And again he heaved a
chunk of brimstone viciously at the un-

offending waves.
"But, after all." he added thoughtfully,

"I don't know as I have any right to
thank God that I am not as modern men.
My predecessors gave me a good deal of
assistance with my original sayings in
Poor Richard's Almanac." And rising
with a grunt he dusted off his long-taile- d

coat, lighted his pipe on the atmosphere,
and trudged putting up the bank.

A Speechless "Tom SIiotv."
(Salem. Feb .1. The Inmates of the Stats

Deaf and Dumb School are going to play
"Uncle Tom's Cabin." Xews dlspatcK)

Hurrah for the voiceless actors.
Success to the great old play.

That they'll present in an innocent
And a very harmless way.

Three cheers, for a crylcss Eva.
And a cusswordless Legree,

And a JIarks without a nasal shout
Will be well worth while to see.

Hats off to the barklcss bloodhound
That will silently course along.

And the Topsy shy whose hands will fly
While singing a ragtime song.

But think of the fair Eliza.
Who trips across the ice;

What a grief 'twill be to her that sho
Can't shriek "Help!" once or twice!

With broken, faltering fingers.
They'll gather 'round Eva's bed.

And as they pray St. Clair will say
words for "Dead."

And the bustling lilss Ophelia.
Will motion her pain to all.

But for nil her grief, it will be a'rellet
To escape her Xew England drawl.

But what of the saintly name part.
Whose white eyeballs will roll

As he tries to say in tho linger way,
"De good Lor' bress ma soul!"

And how will we know that darky
Without his frequent psalm?

It wqgld drie one to drink to try to think
Of a hymnlecs Uncle Tom.

Concerning Clams.
As the burning question as to what is

the proper food to give clams seems to

be uppermost in the public mind just now
wc have taken the liberty to consult
various well-kno- authorities on the
subject Their opinions arc appended.

Clams should never be allowed to eat
shingle nails, as they are very susceptible
to appendicitis. E. L. U.

The average clam will thrive on ham
and eggs, but prefers mince pie, which
should only be fed in moderate doses dur-

ing the moulting season. CHEF.

The left lower jaw of a clam is easily

fractured by bony fish, such as shad. A
mixed diet of buckwheat cakes and pattl
de foi gras is the best. L. L. H.

It depends on the clai. A healthy clam
requires a course dinner every evening,

and a light luncheon of pork sausage

and stewed tripe before retiring. Never
give them coffee. Coffee affects the nerves
of one clam cut of three. HEALTH.

I feed my clams on bisque of shark
when it is at hand. When none is in. the
market I give them strawberry ice, and
an occasional hot scotch as a shell opener.

PHYSICIAN.

Don't feed a clani anything. A clam'
business is to be eaten, not to eat

EPICURE.

The Tenacity of Ilnlilt.
It beats the world how early

In a oungsters life you'll see
The hand o" fate a polntin

At what he's goln' to be.
Now that there boy o Joneses.

I hed down on my farm
'Twas always plain he wouldn't

Do real hard work no harm.
Ho wan't no good fur plowln"

Nor nothin' else like that.
An' half the time ou couldn't

Find out where he was at,
An' all in this creation

He really liked to do
Was sa'nter through the pastur

When the afternoon was through,
A drivin" down the cattle

With a blacksnake an' a rock
To the trough below the wln'mlll

Where we watered all the stock.
He lit out for the city

Jest about ten year ago.
He says: "I need surroundin's

Where I'll hev a chance to grow."
He got a job a workln'

As an office boy somewhere.
An' now I hear 'em tellln

He's a Wall-stre- millionaire.
An" Simkins, who has seen him.

Says he ain't changed a b!t.
He's got the same old habits

An Is workln of 'em yit
Although he's got an office

In a great big Xew York block.
His reg'lar occupation

Is a waterin' of stock.
J. J. MONTAGUE.
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